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Exhibit tickles ‘Palate’

Mya-Lin Lewis

Geo Esparza, curator of the “Taste Your Palate” 
exhibit at the Alley Gallery in downtown Pomo-
na, displays a painting by artist Nychole Owens 

on Saturday. The exhibit is part of the gallery’s 
month-long “31 Flavors” event as well as the 
Pomona Arts Colony’s monthly art walk.

Pandemic brings 
deep budget cuts

Alondra Campos
News Editor

With a budget deficit of ap-
proximately $15 million due to 
the pandemic, and only 25% of 
housing and dining enrollment 
enrollment, the University has 
made financial cuts from nu-
merous areas, while attempting 
to limit layoffs and furloughs 
of faculty and staff during these 
unprecedented times. 

The University’s hopes of 
returning to campus for live 
classes during the fall semester 
came to a halt when Los Angeles 
County placed strict COVID-19 
guidelines on the reopenings 
of universities in the county, 
following a sharp increase in 
COVID cases and deaths during 
the summer months. Reported 
cases in Los Angeles County to-
day are over 255,000 with more 
than 6,200 deaths. 

The University’s residential 
halls are housing 150 students 
compared to the usual 600 stu-
dents per semester.

With decreased enrollment in 
these revenue-producing areas, 
the University has made reduc-
tions it deems necessary to make 
up for the financial loss.

“The reductions we had to 
make were done very thought-
fully and always student cen-
tered,” President Devorah Lieb-
erman said in a Zoom interview 
this week. “We kept three im-
portant criteria in mind while 
making these decisions.”

All reductions maintained the 
focus on the mission of the in-
stitution, were student centered, 
and took into account the Uni-
versity’s financial stability, Li-
eberman said. 

“There were no reductions 
in financial aid for students 
because we chose to focus on 
student success and financial 
feasibility without negatively 
impacting our students,” Lieber-
man said.

According to a previous 
email announcement from the 
president, the University took 
numerous measures to make 
up for the approximately $15.5 
million loss, including reduced 
compensation for the Presi-
dent’s Executive Cabinet mem-
bers, who took pay cuts between 
5% and 15%, retirement incen-
tives for older faculty and cuts 
to discretionary and operational 
spending.

Additionally, full-time facul-
ty are required to teach an addi-
tional course to save on adjunct 
salaries. And the University’s 
contribution to employee retire-
ment benefits was cut from 10% 
to 7%.

The University’s plans to cut 
budgets to make up for revenue 
losses consisted of three differ-
ent scenarios, said Chief Finan-
cial Officer Avo Kechichian.

Scenario 1 was based on a 
face-to-face return to campus, 
and included expensive safety 
uprgrades to buildings. Scenario 
1.5 consisted of having a virtu-
al fall semester, with in-person 
classes in spring. 

his added additional cuts to 
make up for revenue losses from 
canceled sports and on-campus 
events, as well as housing and 
dining.

Scenario 2 would involve an-
other round of budget cuts of $5 
million, should the University 
continue to be virtual for spring 
2021.

The University finds itself in 
Scenario 1.5 right now, but Ke-
chichian said he fears Scenario 2 
can soon be approaching.

“We have frozen non-essen-
tial positions,” Kechichian said 
via a Zoom interview. “We also 
offered a retirement incentive 
program and minimized the 
number of furloughs as much as 
possible.”

Approximately 12 employees 
retired by June 30, said Kechi-
chian. The retirement incentive, 
available to faculty and staff 
who are at least 62 years or older 
and had worked at the Universi-
ty for at least 15 consecutive 
years, was as a full six months’ 
salary and medical benefits. 

ULV faculty also agreed to 

Possibly
more cuts
to come

Continued on page 2

Virtual Gala takes in $605k
Cheyenne Vargas
Staff Writer

The University of La Verne 
took the annual Scholarship 
Gala – traditionally a black 
tie dinner event – to a virtual 
realm this year, and still raised 
$605,000 in donations for the 
scholarship fund, exceeding the 
goal of $100,000 for Saturday’s 
event. 

Students featured at the Gala 
shared why this fundraiser is so 
important for their college ca-
reers.

“I don’t ever look at donors 
as the money. I look at them as 
human beings, who are passion-
ate about the future of students 

at La Verne,” said Shyonta Glo-
thon, senior theater and psychol-
ogy major. 

Glothon said she met with 
some of the scholarship contrib-
utors over the years and has felt 
a connection.

“They know my situation and 
without them I wouldn’t have 
been able to study at the Univer-
sity,” Glothon said. 

Other students shared similar 
personal plights. 

“I didn’t know if I would be 
able to come to La Verne for 
another year,” said Angelyn 
Mendoza, senior anthropology 
major.

During her junior year, Men-
doza considered taking out more 

loans, just dealing with the debt 
later.

She also considered taking a 
year off to earn enough to cover 
tuition. 

But then she received two 
scholarships in time to return for 
her senior year. 

“Being able to go to ULV de-
spite having financial difficulties 
is the best gift,” Mendoza said. 

President Devorah Lieber-
man thanked the more than 500 
online attendees Saturday. 

“You can not quarantine 
community,” said Lieberman. 
“We need to find ways to get to-
gether virtually – and that’s ex-
actly what we did.” 

Continued on page 2
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The award-winning Campus Times 
online edition is updated throughout 
the week with event coverage and 
breaking news.

Visit lvcampustimes.org for cur-
rent and past stories, and additional 
columns and blogs.

You can like us on Facebook 
and follow us on Twitter @lvcampustimes and Instagram  
@campustimes for all the latest updates on local and on-cam-
pus news. Send us story ideas over social media or email to 
ctimes@laverne.edu.
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Gabriella Cummings
Staff Writer

Lynn Stanton-Riggs, asso-
ciate provost and professor of 
education emerita, emphasized 
the importance of gratitude and 
vulnerability as she reflected 
on her career upon entering its 
newest phase – retirement – 
during her “Last Lecture,” for 
the faculty lecture series Tues-
day on WebEx.

Before she started the lec-
ture, she asked her audience to 
give gratitude for whatever they 
were grateful for. Stanton-Riggs 
said that she practices this every 
day, along with daily self reflec-
tion.  

There were many different 
aspects to her journey, one of 
which was her art, which she 
showed to the audience and ex-
plained that this was a part of 
her journey that she felt had an 
impact. 

Certain traumatic events she 
had experienced at key points in 
her life molded her and taught 
her empathy, she said.

Stanton-Riggs said she felt 
vulnerable but courageous after 
she started sharing her life ex-
periences with others.

“We rise to the occasions as 
best as we can,” Stanton-Riggs 
said. 

Stanton-Riggs said that 

sharing deeply personal and 
impactful stories can help the 
community move forward with 
empathy and compassion.

“My path is but one way to 
provide the very best care for 
our students, and I hope that my 
journey inspired others to find 
their own path to care deeply 
for our students’ well-being,” 
Stanton-Riggs said.

Stanton-Riggs said that de-
spite the current crisis we find 
ourselves in, there are ways to 
minimize the impact it has on 
mental health. Connection and 
service are key.

“Even in this time of 
COVID, get involved in some 
way outside of your classes. 
Join a club, be a tutor, attend 
virtual events when you can,” 
Stanton-Riggs said. “Keeping 
involved will lessen the stress 
of physical distancing and help 
you be ready when we are able 
to be back on campus face-to-
face.” 

Some of the event’s on-
line audience members said 
they were inspired by Stan-
ton-Riggs’ message Tuesday, as 
well as from working with her 
for many years.

“My greatest takeaway is to 
be courteous and courageous in 
your approach to others and the 
world,” said Professor of Hu-
manities Al Clark, who is also 

the faculty lecture series coor-
dinator. 

Deputy Chief of Student 
Affairs Officer Ruby Mon-
taño-Cordova, who attended 
Tuesday, recounted her work-
ing relationship with Stan-
ton-Riggs.

“I am very proud of sharing 
our time at La Verne, but more 
importantly for the long stand-
ing relationship we have had 
for 46 years,” Montaño-Cordo-
va said. “You inspire me in this 
challenging time, so I hope that 
students still have an opportuni-
ty to experience you and all that 
you give.”

Stanton-Riggs has many 
plans for her retirement.

“My husband and I will be 
spending time with our grand-
children, getting more exercise, 
and looking for ways to volun-
teer in our community,” Stan-
ton-Riggs said.

She said that she is also con-
sidering writing a textbook on 
the importance of adult social 
and emotional skills and chil-
dren’s healthy development.

“It is important for me to 
continue my work impacting 
children and families in a pos-
itive way,” Stanton-Riggs said.

Gabriella Cummings 
can be reached at gabriella. 
cummings@laverne.edu.

The University of La Verne 
was recently awarded with a $3 
million Title V grant from the 
U.S Department of Education 
for Hispanic Serving Institu-
tions Education.

The money will go toward 
academic support, financial 
literacy and college-to-career 
preparation for the student body.

“The Title V grant is an 
incredibly important step in 
working toward truly a holistic 
well-being for our students,” 
said Sarah Rodman-Alvarez, 
director of the Lewis Center for 
Well Being and Research in an 
email this week.

Early this month Provost Jon-
athan Reed expressed his grati-
tude to all the University faculty 
and administrators who worked 
on the five-year grant, which 
will be distributed in $600,000 
increments annually. 

The proposal, titled “The 
La Verne Experience Skills for 
Success – Holistic, High-Value 
Education for Hispanic College 
and Career Success,” addressed 
the University’s wishes to cre-
ate programs with the funds that 
will help students with their col-
lege and career goals.

“Having an opportunity to be 
able to have a holistic approach 
to help students think about 
these things and having it for-
mally built into the curriculum 
is really special,” said Associate 
Dean of the LaFetra College of 

Education Kristan Venegas.
Venegas, one of the project 

leaders, noted the importance of 
financial aid as a first generation 
college student from a low in-
come family herself.

She contributed the financial 
literacy piece to the grant pro-
posal, and she stressed the im-
portance of students understand-
ing and taking ownership of 
their financial planning during 
and after college. 

Another initiative in the grant 
is to enhance the academic of-
ferings and strengthen the La 
Verne Experience for students.

“Co-curricular events (must) 
work in tandem with curricular 
learning in the classroom,” Roy 
Kwon, director of the La Verne 
Experience, said in an emailed 
interview this week. “We plan to 
hold events for the broader com-
munity, which will be connected 
to the classroom content in the 
La Verne Experience signature 
courses, especially LVE 200 and 
305.”

Assistant Director of Re-
search and Sponsored Programs 
Bianca Hunter said the proposal 
took several months to complete 
and involved consultation with 
people who specialized in HSI 
grants.

“Our early implementation 
will start impacting students as 
early as next semester instead of 
next year,” Venegas added. 

—Hien Nguyen

University wins 
$3 million grant

add one additional course with 
no compensation to their six-
course load along with members 
of the University’s management 
council, who are teaching one 
course each for free.

“The president has taken a 
15% compensation reduction 
while each of the four vice pres-
idents have taken a reduction of 
5% in their compensation,” Ke-
chichian said. 

In addition to the reduced 
compensation, retirement incen-
tives and decreased retirement 
contributions, the University 
also reduced operational spend-
ing, limiting the trips staff and 
faculty usually take to confer-

ence calls or meetings.
An increase in class sizes has 

also been implemented in order 
to make up for the budget defi-
cit.

“Although we’re only in-
creasing classes by a couple stu-
dents, it makes a big difference 
when it comes to saving money 
right now,” Provost Jonathan 
Reed said. “Increasing class siz-
es from 15 to 18 students actu-
ally helps us save approximately 
$1 million this school year.”

Student financial stability has 
been one of great concern for the 
University as well, said Reed.

“We increased financial aid 
for students who need it the 

most and find themselves having 
difficulty finding employment 
and caring for their families,” 
Reed said. “We increased tuition 
but added a scholarship that ba-
sically eliminated the increase 
of tuition for undergraduate stu-
dents.”

Kechichian said the Univer-
sity is giving each undergradu-
ate student an additional $1,000 
in financial aid. 

“Every college of the Univer-
sity is raising their hand to ask 
what they can do to contribute to 
this plan,” Lieberman said. “We 
did not do this on our own. We 
have around 600 people meet 
with us every other week and we 
go through what we are doing 
step by step, sharing information 
with the faculty senate, Board of 
Trustees and classified staff who 
aren’t faculty.”

Alondra Campos can be 
reached at alondra.campos@
laverne.edu.

Budget...
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Stanton-Riggs inspires 
community in lecture

CorreCTIons
The Campus Times is 

committed to accuracy. 
When we make mistakes, 
however, it is our policy 
to correct them as soon 
as they are brought to 
our attention. If you find 
a mistake in the Campus 
Times, please let us know 
at ctimes@laverne.edu.

University Trustee Wendy 
Lau, who worked on the event 
planning committee, said it was 
important to highlight student 
stories, this year in particular. 

“Our students have resil-
ience, passion and drive to do 
amazing things and I want peo-
ple to know that,” Lau said. “I 
want people to see students’ 
faces and realize the lives they 
could change.” 

Besides showcasing students 
the event celebrated the success 
of the planned six-year fundrais-
ing campaign, dubbed “Create 
the Future.” 

The goal was to raise $125 
million by 2021, and it met the 
goal early. Of the $128 million 
raised in total, $46.5 million 
went directly to scholarships, 
said Sherri Mylott, vice presi-
dent of university advancement. 

“Every single person that 
made a donation to this cam-
paign whether it was $10 million 
or $10, your contribution made a 
critical difference for the future 
of the students and the future of 
this university,” Lieberman said. 

Cheyenne Vargas can be 
reached at cheyenne.vargas@
laverne.edu.

Gala...
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Despite the overwhelming conditions of the pan-
demic making it difficult to focus on other is-
sues, it is still important to use our voices and 

our votes in a year that will have great influence on ev-
eryone’s future.

Election day is on Tuesday, Nov. 3, and all of Califor-
nia’s voters who register by Oct. 19 will be receiving a 
ballot through mail by that date. Those who wish to vote 
online also have to be registered by Oct. 19.

Polls will still be available on Election day for citi-
zens to place their ballots in person with the continued 
implementation of social distancing guidelines and re-
strictions per the Centers for Disease Control and Pre-
vention. 

To register to vote, you must be a U.S citizen, Cali-
fornia resident and be at least 18 years of age. California 
offers registration by mail, in person or online. You can 
obtain the California voter registration form at your lo-
cal library, Post Office or Department of Motor Vehicles 
office and it must be postmarked by Oct. 19. 

To register online, you will need to visit the Regis-
terToVote.ca.gov page and provide your California-is-
sued driver’s license or ID, the last four digits of your 
Social Security number and consent to the use of your 
DMV-stored digital signature to use California’s online 
voter registration system. When registering in person, 
you would fill out the voter registration form and hand 
deliver it to your county elections official.

Before rushing to the polls, the CDC advises to wear 
a mask or cloth face covering, wash your hands be-
fore and after entering the polling place and maintain a 
physical distance of 6 feet between you and others at all 
times. Online voting is available for all California voters 

as a safer alternative form of voting. 
Increasing voter turnout is a win for everyone, not 

just the candidates. By voting, we are demonstrating 
our representation in the election process and creating 
tighter communities with more accurate depictions of 
the candidates we need in our national and local politi-
cal seats. We must remember that voting for a candidate 
does not mean we are voting for only one individual. 
Our votes also dictate new policies, laws and changes 
we want to see in health care, equal opportunity, educa-
tion, immigration and jobs.

It is also important to remember that voting in this 
election is not just about choosing a president. There 
are all sorts of races to be decided on the national, state 
and local levels. This is our chance to choose our Con-
gressional representatives, State Assembly members 
and city council members. There are also a number of 
important propositions that have the potential of directly 
affecting our lives on a daily basis.

Don’t let others decide how your family and life will 
be affected by the elected officials. Now more than ever, 
your voice matters. Take a stand and vote for the chang-
es you want to see now.
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Now more than ever, 
your vote counts
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Destinee Mondragon
Staff Writer

Downtown La Verne’s out-
door-only restaurant dining, 
required because of Covid-19, 
didn’t stop a new shop from 
opening this summer. D Street 
Wienery – that’s “weinery,” not 
winery – hopes to make a last-
ing impression as the go-to place 
for  “traditional Americano” hot 
dogs in La Verne.

The Wienery is located right 
next to Cactus Coffee, at the site 
of the former Pappas Artisanal 
restaurant.

It’s a huge space with high 
ceilings at the back of the build-
ing, with tables and stools wait-
ing to be filled when indoor din-
ing returns. Now it welcomes 
customers with speakers blast-
ing classic rock music and wall 
art with pop culture icons such 
as Mick Jagger. 

The hot dogs at the D Street 
Wienery take a twist on classic 
American dogs, and the shop of-
fers a variety of sausages, styles 
and flavors that are tailored to 
what customers may be craving. 

For example, the LV Street 
Dog, which is a bacon-wrapped 
dog with peppers, onions and 
a deep fried jalapenos, and the 
Chicago Dog, with a poppy seed 
bun, onion and sweet “neon 
green” peppers are among the 
favorites.

The menu consists of three 
sections that contain sausage 
options, the wieners, and vegan 
options too.

Other favorites on the menu 
include root beer floats and 
homemade potato chips. 

“I made the menu to please 
anyone’s taste buds and appe-
tite” said Rolando Alvardo, a 
manager and chef at D Street 
Wienery. “I like sweet and sa-

vory, and so I put the roasted 
poblano chiles on our Cranberry 
Cognac dog, with some mustard 
and probably caramelized on-
ions. It’s a straightforward, easy 
way to make a good offering. 
You can add more ingredients 
and flavors to your liking,” Al-
vardo said.

When Alvardo was deciding 
what to include on the menu, he 
said he knew his biggest goal 
was to keep it traditional style – 
but add his own twist.

“Everyone is familiar with 
Italian sausage. Some Italians 
are too spicy, too salty and this is 
just a well-made sausage, where 
you get to choose your own top-
pings, pretty much creating your 
own style of dog to your liking,” 
Alvardo said.

The menu, divided in four 
sections, consists of different 
signature wieners, sausages, 
side items to go with your meal, 
and a kids’ menu to feed smaller 
folks.

D Street Wienery’s wieners 
range in price from  $6.75 to 
$8.99.

The clear challenge for the 
new Wienery has been opening 
amid the Covid-19 pandemic. 

The Wienery had envisioned 

the place to attract the students 
at the University of La Verne, 
and be a new upbeat hangout 
spot for the La Verne commu-
nity.

“It is one of our biggest goals 
to succeed here, because La 
Verne isn’t just a location for us 

but a community that we live in 
and absolutely love,” said Mike 
McAdams, owner of D Street 
Wienery and also owner of the 
Lordsburg Taphouse and Grill 
in downtown La Verne. “Before 
this whole pandemic situation, 
and when the college was in full 

swing, this opportunity seemed 
like a no-brainer.”

The restaurant has demon-
strated its efforts during 
COVID-19 by  focusing on the 
quality of food, cleanliness, and 
customer service. 

“We want to make the com-

munity proud, and it has been 
a struggle to overcome, but we 
are optimistic and hoping for the 
better,” McAdams.  

“People from the East Coast 
will call out our dogs... They 
will question the authentici-
ty and from where these hot  

dogs originated,” said Matthew 
Windau, a manager of D Street 
Wienery.  

Midwesterners also may be 
skeptical, apparently. 

“I’m from Chicago, and 
whenever I go to a hot dog place 
that offers a Chicago dog, it’s a 

Chicago pride thing,” said Han-
nah Menhir, a Chicago native, 
who was recently eating at the 
Weinery.

Menhir said that at times 
when she visits different hot dog 
places, they don’t live up to the 
Chicago hot dogs she knows and 
loves.

She said she thinks of Cali-
fornia as a place that tries to im-
itate culture and cuisine of other 
places.  

“D Street Wienery’s is defi-
nitely a bougie version of a Chi-
cago dog, because it is a high-
er quality compared to our fast 
food dog out there – but very 
great,” said Menhir 

D Street Wienery is open 
Tuesday through Saturday from 
11 a.m to 9 p.m.

Destinee Mondragon 
can be reached at destinee. 
mondragon@laverne.edu.
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New Wienery offers pedigree dogs

Christine Diaz

D Street Wienery, next door to Cactus Cafe in 
downtown La Verne, welcomes customers with its 

outdoor patio to enjoy a socially distanced upscale 
wiener.

Deja Goode
Arts Editor

In these unprecedented times, 
students at the University of La 
Verne have taken matters into 
their own hands and started 
businesses to support them-
selves and pursue their passion 
projects.

From makeup products and 
press-on nails to customized 
tumbler cups, their projects are 
creative, and they hope, lucra-
tive as well. 

Meilani Aguila, a sophomore 
biology major, started her make-
up business Killa Glow in No-
vember. 

“The business first started 
as a side hustle for me to invest 
in, but I fell in love with the 
creative process for it as well,” 
Aguila said. 

Killa Glow has all vegan 
products and has won the hearts 
of many with the “cyberpunk 
beauty” movement, and has al-
ready reached an impressive 
milestone of more than 1,600 
followers on Instagram.

At first the Killa Glow on-

line shop was uncertain because 
sales were not initially steady. 
Aguila said that the keys she 
discovered were patience and 
consistency on all social media. 

“In a few years, I hope that 
my audience and customer base 
is a lot larger,” Aguila said, 
“Hopefully my shop can be a 
gem in the future for people of 
every skin tone and shade to or-
der from.” 

Aguila hopes to ultimately 
expand Killa Glow into a cloth-
ing brand and skin care compa-
ny.

Dallas Hurst, a senior biology 
major, turned her creative pas-
sion into a business opportunity 
with her online shop Because I 
Love Me, where she makes cus-
tom press-on nails. 

“Every order is hand-craft-
ed, and I quality test everything 
that goes into the kits from the 
cuticle sticks to the nail adhe-
sive tabs to ensure an incredible 
product,” Hurst said. 

Hurst said it was hard at first 
putting herself out there, because 
there is a level of vulnerability 
sharing something she enjoys so 

much. With the support from her 
mom, Because I Love Me has an 
online shop for orders with pro-
fessional photos taken to capture 
the essence of each product.

“My business is tailored to 
make you feel catered to without 
needing a reason,” Hurst said.

Her goals are to expand the 
variations of the nails she makes 
and add jewelry to her business. 

Personalized items are very 
popular, said Angie Lopez, ju-
nior broadcast journalism major 
and founder of Lady Sunshine 
Crafts. She makes customized 
tumbler cups that follow themes, 
including everything from Dis-
ney princesses to sports teams, 
and others. 

“I started this business be-
cause I started to really enjoy 
crafting. I bought a Cricut (cut-
ting machine) on sale and got 
a lot of ideas from Tiktok, and 
suddenly I had a business,” Lo-
pez said.

Lady Sunshine Crafts has 
expanded quickly as orders for 
custom tumbler cups have come 
flying in and she has started to 
make a stable income, Lopez 

said.  
“When I made my first cup 

for my mom’s coworker, every-
one at her job saw it and imme-
diately fell in love,” Lopez said, 
“I love being in touch with my 
creative side and it really makes 
it worth it.”

Starting a business is a big 
time investment, and can be a 
gamble. 

Grazia Watkins, University 
of La Verne alumna and found-
er of Rad Beauty Co., said you 
have to have a fixed mindset and 
really believe in yourself. 

In April Watkins started her 
eyelash company Rad Beau-
ty, which had been a personal 

dream of hers since high school. 
“Growing up as an athlete I 

never felt girly and was always 
seen as the jock,” Watkins said. 
“I started my company because 
it made me feel beautiful and I 
wanted everyone no matter who 
they are to feel that way too.”

Watkins wants everyone to 
feel comfortable wearing Rad 
Beauty products and embrace 
their individuality. 

All of these students’ shops 
can be found on Instagram at  
@shopkillaglow, @bc_
iloveme, @ladysunshine.crafts 
and @radbeautyco. 

Deja Goode can be reached 
at deja.goode@laverne.edu.

Students get creative with new online start-ups

‘It is one of our biggest goals to succeed here, because La Verne 
isn’t just a location for us but a community that we live in and 

absolutely love.’
—Mike McAdams, D Street Wienery owner

It’s Not Your Fault. 
1 . 8 0 0 . 6 5 6 . H O P E

National Sexual Assault Hotline
Free. Confidential. 24/7.

(Operated by RAINN—the Rape, Abuse & Incest National Network)


