
Jacob Barriga
Staff Writer

The University of La Verne 
has entered phase one of a three-
phase plan for the opening of a 
new College of Health that is set 
to officially open in fall of 2024. 

The college is going to be the 
home of several new masters 
programs in health professions 
at the University, likely includ-
ing a nursing program and a 
potential health law program, 
along with the already in-place 
physician’s assistant program. 

The process of planning for 
the new health college began in 
earnest in February of this year. 
And it moved forward despite 
the global pandemic, which 
forced all courses online since 
March, and created a budget cri-
sis and the need for $15 million 
in budget cuts this year. 

College of Arts and Sciences 
Interim Dean Brian Clocksin, 
who is chairman of the College 
of Health planning committee, 
said the health college is some-
thing the University of La Verne 
needs to prepare graduates for 
the jobs of the future. 

“Back in 2012 the University 
looked to increase their footprint 
in helping their surrounding 
community,” said Clocksin, also 
professor of kinesiology.

“We did research early last 
decade and concluded that 
health related jobs will be the 
most needed and demanded jobs 
in 20 years,” he said.

University officials believe 
this is a way for the University 
to advance and sustain itself fi-
nancially, they say. 

The fact that the University is 
moving forward with starting a 
new college at a time of finan-
cial uncertainty and cuts across 
current departments and pro-
grams, has caused some faculty 
to wonder about the timing of 
establishing a new college. 

But President Devorah Lieb-

erman said that the new college 
will help ensure the University 
of La Verne’s longevity. 

“In the long term, we believe 
this is going to sustain us finan-
cially,” Lieberman said. “We 
want to provide the programs 
that students are seeking, which 
will turn into the most demand-
ed jobs in the region” Lieberman 
said. 

Lieberman said the new Col-
lege will not necessarily take 
from other programs and col-
leges.

It is an investment to enhance 
the University moving forward, 
she said. 

University Provost Jonathan 
Reed added that the University 
will use year-end reserves and 
fundraising to support the new 
College project.

“We must invest in the future 
or else the present will slowly 
wither,” Reed said. “I under-
stand the concerns of some fac-
ulty in a resource-constrained 
environment that we are invest-
ing in new programs, but we are 
trying to avoid any restrictions 
to any of the current programs.”

Reed noted that faculty sup-
port for the new College of 
Health has been mixed, with 
some faculty concerned about 
how the new college will impact 
existing programs. 

Open communication will be 
key. 

“Health care is an open field,” 
said Kathy Duncan, professor of 
management and part of the Col-
lege of Health planning commit-
tee.

“There is a need in our com-
munity, and there are a lot of 
jobs for our students. This also 
aligns with the University’s mis-
sion to be engaged and support-
ive of our community,” she said.

The University currently has 
graduate programs in business, 
education and law, as well as 
psychology and the new physi-
cian’s assistant program. 

University officials hope 
to open the College of Health, 
which would include the physi-
cian’s assistant program among 
other programs for health pro-
fessionals, in 2024. 

Jacob Barriga can be reached 
at jacob.barriga@laverne.edu.
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College of Health 
moves forward
Plans clear 
budget 
hurdles

Emily Alvarez

The Mission Tiki Drive-In, located in Montclair, 
shows “The Broken Hearts Gallery” Sept. 15. The 

Mission Tiki Drive-in has multiple movies playing 
at once.

Sebastian Ibarra
Staff Writer

The Mission Tiki Drive-In theater in Montclair  
provides people the enjoyment of watching a mov-
ie on the big screen from the comfort of their cars. 

The theater, like drive-ins across the country, 
had been a quaint  reminder of a bygone era. Then 
came the pandemic, and the closure of regular 
movie theaters.

Now drive-ins like the Mission Tiki  are back 
in vogue. 

“There’s something about 
images projected on a giant 
screen and being among peo-
ple, that makes the movie ex-
perience,” said Christian Go-
mez of Norwalk who was at 
the Mission Tiki on a recent 
Friday evening. 

While many new releases 
have gone straight to stream-
ing, many in the local com-
munity are clearly craving, 
well, community, when they 
watch movies. 

It was 8:30 on a Friday night, and the drive-in 
was as packed as it could be – while still adhering 
to social distancing guidelines, of course.  

One of the most consumer friendly policies 
about the Mission Tiki is that customers can bring 
their own food and non-alcoholic beverages to en-
joy as they watch.

There is also a snack shack for those who wish 
to buy food on site. 

The shack provides the typical movie night 
snacks like popcorn, and also serves more substan-
tial food like pizza and burgers.

Enhanced safety measures include a barrier that 
separates the cashier and the customer during the 
transaction, and everyone in the kitchen wears a 
mask. 

When customers arrive at the drive-in, they 
are met by a masked employee, who gives a cheat 
sheet of the establishment’s COVID-safe policies. 

Across the country there are 305 drive-ins, with 
15 in California. Many that had been all but forgot-

ten are also reporting a boom in business. 
Everyone who attended on that recent Friday 

seemed to do their part to make sure that it was a 
safe experience for all. 

The result is a movie theater experience that ev-
eryone needs during quarantine. 

Gomez said he has been watching movies at the 
Mission Tiki Drive-In weekly for the last couple of 
months. His first experience with the drive-in was 
“Mad Max: Fury Road.”

“It blew me away,” Gomez said.
He said that before his first drive-in visit he 

had been using streaming 
services to entertain him-
self while stuck at home.  
But seeing “Mad Max: Fury 
Road” in the big screen from 
the comfort of his car was a 
game changer.

He loved the atmosphere 
that the drive-in offered.

“You don’t get the oohs 
and ahhs, but you get the 
honking. It brings a sense of 
community,” Gomez said. 

Courtney Grant,  a first 
time drive-in attendee on that busy Friday, had 
been looking forward to this new experience. 

Despite this being her first time experience, her 
family owns a drive-in.

“It’s a really nice way to engage in an activity 
like going to the movies and be safe,” Grant said.

She enjoyed her time at the drive-in and be-
lieved that the experience warranted a second. 

Grant was not the only one. The drive-in had 
left others like Kenny Sunada, a satisfied patron, 
wanting more. 

Sunada said he enjoyed his first visit and had 
a lot of fun. He said that he would prefer a drive-
in rather than an indoor movie theater during these 
times of social distancing. 

“It’s not the same movie experience, but it’s bet-
ter than risking it,” Sunada said. 

Ashley Douglas visited the drive-in for the sec-
ond time in as many weeks. 

“I kept thinking I wanted to go out to the mov-

Mission Tiki Drive-In 
is having a moment

‘It blew me away. ... You 
don’t get the oohs and 
ahhs, but you get the 

honking. It brings a sense 
of community.’

—Christian Gomez, 
Norwalk

Continued on page 2



Gabriella Cummings
Staff Writer

University of La Verne’s Li-
brarian Donna Bentley gave her 
last lecture sharing what impact 
she wants to leave on the cam-
pus and how she is spending her 
days now that she is retired on 
Tuesday via Webex with 36 peo-
ple in attendance.

Bentley said that when she 
was hired there weren’t many li-
brarians, so she was able to learn 
about all the studies the Univer-
sity had to offer.

From biology to art, she was 
the only person to help both stu-
dents and professors. She has 
been at the University for 32 
years.

“I stayed because I really 
like the students and faculty and 
liked the mission statement, it 
really attracted me,” Bentley 
said. “I loved working with the 
faculty, I loved working with the 
students.”

She said she had loved the 
University’s community since 
she started and how much it has 
developed in her years working 
in the library. 

Bentley gave parting advice 
to current students at the Uni-
versity – make the librarian your 
best friend.

“It will amaze you so much 
that even virtually you can talk 
to a librarian about what you’re 
working on and where you are 

struggling,” Bentley said.
Bentley officially retired on 

July 1 and moved to Maine. She 
noted the campus shut down in 
her decision to retire.

While living in California,  
Bentley also worked for an adult 
literacy program but had to stop 
due to the fact that she could 
only work evenings and many 
of the individuals were there 
during the day.

She said she hopes to start 
working for an adult literacy 
program for adults that were 
not taught how to properly read 
once people are able to meet to-
gether again after COVID.

She said she will most likely 
also volunteer at a local library. 

Jack Meek, professor of pub-
lic administration and director 
of the Center for Research intro-
duced Bentley at the start of the 
lecture.

“You cannot underestimate 
Donna’s consistent contribu-
tions done with expertise and 

professionalism,” Meek said. 
“Her pleasant demeanor allowed 
us to flourish.”

Lynn Stanton-Riggs, associ-
ate provost and professor of ed-
ucation emerita, praised Bentley 
for her work over the years.

“You were a huge part of my 
family’s nine degrees from the 
University of La Verne,” said 
Stanton-Riggs, who also retired 
over the Summer. “Your sup-
port, care and deep knowledge 
has served our students well 
beautifully for many years,” 

President Devorah Lieber-
man thanked Bentley for her 
time at the University and her 
impact she made on the campus.

“Donna, this is beautiful. It 
is so typical of you to always be 
thinking about and acting how 
best to help the greater commu-
nity. You are a role model for 
this,” Lieberman said.

Gabriella Cummings 
can be reached at gabriella. 
cummings@laverne.edu.

The award-winning Campus Times 
online edition is updated throughout 
the week with event coverage and 
breaking news.

Visit lvcampustimes.org for cur-
rent and past stories, and additional 
columns and blogs.

You can like us on Facebook 
and follow us on Twitter @lvcampustimes and Instagram  
@campustimes for all the latest updates on local and on-cam-
pus news. Send us story ideas over social media or email to 
ctimes@laverne.edu.
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CorreCTIons
The Campus Times is 

committed to accuracy. 
When we make mistakes, 
however, it is our policy 
to correct them as soon 
as they are brought to 
our attention. If you find 
a mistake in the Campus 
Times, please let us know 
at ctimes@laverne.edu.

Pro-Trump rally

Mya-Lin Lewis

A small group of supporters of President Donald Trump wave 
their flags and banners on the corner of Bonita Avenue and Ar-
row Highway in San Dimas on Saturday. They gathered to ex-
press opposition to the Black Lives Matter protest in downtown 
La Verne that same day.
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Students stay strong with 
virtual pilates classes
Destinee Mondragon
Staff Writer

The Randall Lewis Center 
for Well-Being and Research 
organized virtual pilates classes 
for students: 10 people were in 
attendance Sept. 17.

Students are bound to laptops 
for classes and at times can feel 
stressed and not know how to 
cope with the uncertainties of 
COVID-19.

The wellness center has come 
up with virtual zoom classes to 
try to help students cope and 
deal with the issues they may be 
having due to the virtual semes-
ter. 

The virtual pilates classes are 
30 minutes long and are meant 
to be done in the living space of 
any student.

It is a basic floor class meant 
to challenge participants’ core 
while working on strength and 
flexibility.  

“The main goal of the class is 
to be able to release tension and 
be able to take the time for your-
self at home and feel good after 
the class,” Dominique Survillas, 
virtual pilates instructor, said. 

The instructor of the class 
lets the participants know that 

the exercises can be used with 
just a mat or a towel to provide 
more comfort.

The class was taught in an 
engaging way with step by step 
instruction on providing multi-
ple alternatives to stretches and 
different breathing techniques. 

Although most students had 
their cameras off for the dura-
tion of the class,  the instructor 
provided a cheerful atmosphere 
throughout the whole class. 

“I really enjoyed how easy it 
was to pick up on the stretches 
and how patient the instructor 
was,” said Jeni Castellanos, ju-
nior biology major. “I’ve never 
taken a class like that and it was 
a great  introduction for me to a 
form of pilates.”

Although the instructor has 
been experiencing a low atten-
dance rate, the class will con-
tinue to be offered. The times 
for the class are still pending 
in order to have a time that will 
mostly be able to accommodate 
students and faculty. 

“I found the class to be real-
ly helpful in letting me stretch 
and to take a second and really 
have time to myself,” said Ryan 
Sigston, senior political science 
major.

Since most health clubs and 
gyms are closed, the Lewis 
Center will continue to strive in 

providing as many activities for 
students.

The classes not only provide 
pilates but there is also a yoga 
class offered for a more tranquil-
ity based outlet. 

“I am always very busy and 
I never have time anymore to 
let me have a breather. I live in 
the dorms and we already have 
so many restrictions because 
of  COVID-19,” said Sigston. 
“I found the class to be really 
helpful in letting me stretch and 
to take a second and really have 
time to myself.”

Allison Krich, operations 
manager at the Lewis Center, 
said that the goal of this center 
remains the same –  to provide a 
physical outlet for the university 
community.

“Our numbers are a little bit 
lower than they were in person, 
although they are getting better 
the further we progress,”  Krich 
said. “It’s hard but this does 
provide a social opportunity for 
participants and we hope more 
people will not be discouraged 
and join.” 

The classes and activities that 
the Lewis Center have scheduled 
and to sign up can be found at 
laverne.edu/well-being/events.

Destinee Mondragon 
can be reached at destinee. 
mondragon@laverne.edu.

Mission Tiki...
Continued from page 1

ies, but the time to go out isn’t 
here yet,” said Douglas, a Los 
Angeles resident.

She had attended the week 
before to watch “Black Panther.”

Admission costs $10 for an 
adult and $1 for a child. The 
Mission Tiki offers viewers two 
different showtimes per night on 
four separate screens. 

A customer’s admission fee 
will give them access to both 
movies being shown on the 
screen.

Depending on the screen they 
pick, the two showings could be 
two different movies.

However, patrons are free to 
leave after the first or come for 
only the second screening if they 
wish.

There is also a midnight 
screening for night owls.

For schedule and more infor-
mation, visit missiontiki.com.

Sebastian Ibarra can be 
reached at sebastian.ibarra@
laverne.edu.
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The Campus Times encourages readers to submit let-

ters to the editors regarding topics covered in the paper. 
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the right to edit letters for clarity, space and libel. Letters 
may be sent to ctimes@laverne.edu.
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Since the start of August, over one million acres 
of precious land in California has been burned to 
ashes due to the wildfires. Scientists have noted 

that California has recently had some of the hottest tem-
peratures recorded in human history and that is due to 
climate change, which has also been one of the main 
factors in the amount of damage the fires have caused. 
Time is running out for our planet, and the need for 
change is now.

Climate change is the change in average conditions, 
such as rainfall and temperature over a long period of 
time. While 80% of wildfires are caused by people, the 
conditions created by climate change make them harder 
to put out. The hotter temperatures have made it so there 
is less dependable precipitation, therefore snowpack 
melts sooner and faster making it so the soil is dry and 
vegetation is parched. 

Over time, this has created more fire fuel and in-
creased the number of high-risk days for potential wild-
fires. The amount of land destroyed by wildfires has 
doubled since 2017 according to Daniel Swain, a cli-
mate scientist at UCLA. However, the seriousness of the 
situation continues to be overlooked as there is a lack of 
proactivity by those in power who refuse to acknowl-
edge the problem and act on it.

President Donald Trump believes climate change is 
a hoax. And we as a nation continue to exploit Earth’s 
natural resources. Conditions have only worsened and 
will continue to do so unless we take meaningful action 
immediately to prevent temperatures from increasing. 

Big companies that produce the most carbon dioxide 
emissions have stopped reporting their environmental 
impact as climate change has become a more serious 

topic. Tesla, Chevron, and ExxonMobil are some of the 
biggest companies and have branches outside of the 
U.S. In 2013, Chevron was responsible for 20% of the 
carbon emissions and has yet to change its structure to 
be more environmentally friendly. 

These companies continue to make money and 
are not being pressured enough for them to curb their 
earth-destroying behavior. 

The wildfires in California are an example of one 
major change that could get even worse in a few years 
if action is not taken. At the rate we are going, carbon 
emissions will push the effects of climate change to a 
point where they cannot be fixed and will increase the 
number of disastrous weather events and cause sea lev-
els to rise. 

We can do our part in slowing climate change from 
home too. Power your home with green energy. Many 
power companies give green options through solar and 
wind energy. The average household produces 7.5 tons 
of CO2 equivalents per year. Invest in energy-efficient 
appliances. Many refrigerators release tons of carbon 
dioxide in the air and almost reaches the amount pro-
duced by cars. Energy efficiency is one of the lowest 
cost ways to prevent and limit gas emissions. Reduce 
water waste! Leaky faucets and abnormally long show-
ers encourage carbon pollution. Pull the plugs on devic-
es and appliances you aren’t using. The average Ameri-
can home powers 65 different devices at one time while 
only using half of them. Be proactive and unplug or set 
timers for items that are not being used regularly. 

We are running out of time to stop climate change 
from worsening, so now is the time to make our voices 
heard with our vote.

opInIons
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ULV welcomes new Black students
Sebastian Ibarra
Staff Writer

The Black community at the 
University of La Verne was wel-
comed with the Rites of Passage, 
a traditional African spiritual rit-
ual at noon Sept. 18 via Zoom.

The event was a way for the 
University of La Verne to ac-
knowledge and welcome their 
new Black students to campus.

It was led by Richard Rose, 
professor of religion and phi-
losophy, who told attendees that 
the Rites of Passage ritual can 
be observed being practiced all 
across the African continent.

The event was centered 
around the passing of the flame 
from the old guard to the new.

Misty Levingston, associate 
director of multicultural affairs 
and Black student services, host-
ed and acted as a moderator for 
the event.

Levingston said that this 
event helps build community at 
the University.

She added that such events 
are not limited to La Verne’s 
Black students, but are also open 

to everyone in the community.
It is about bringing in the 

larger community to support the 
Black community of students 
to create one community that is 
greater than the sum of its parts.

Levingston said that she is 
determined to make this event 
an annual occurrence.

She believes that the event 
enriches both the student and the 
community.

She also believes that it will 
help with retention and gradua-
tion.

Levingston said that when a 
student feels welcome and not 
isolated, they find their own 
place in the community.

Approximately 60  people at-
tended.

The Zoom chat was flooded 
with positive comments from 
the audience throughout the 
event.

“When you walk on campus 
and see someone who looks like 
you, has the same hair as you, 
and maybe even talks like you, 
it makes all the difference,” said 
Kylie Fetui-Turner, president of 
the Black Student Union.

The afternoon service started 
out with the poem “Lift Every 
Voice and Sing,” by James Wal-
don Johnson and set to music 
by John Rosamond Johnson in 
1899.

James Waldon Johnson was 
an NAACP leader and John Ro-
samond Johnson was his brother.

Today, it is referred to as the 
Black National Anthem.

“The words speak truth and 
speak the experiences of Afri-
can Americans in this country,” 
Rose said.

“It shows there’s always go-
ing to be a brighter day,” Lev-
ingston added.

The passing of the flame, 
which is a symbol of all the 
knowledge of the University and 
its alumni, was a significant part 
of the event.

Rose said that the passing of 
the flame connects students to a 
history that is much larger than 
the moment.

This flame, or knowledge, 
was passed on to Fetui-Turner, 
a class of 2022 business major, 
who now represents the next 
generation of students at the 
University of La Verne.

The flame was passed from 
Rose to Fetui-Turner in a man-

ner that made it seem like the 
flame was actually being passed 
through the screens.

The flame moved out of 
frame so that Fetui-Turner could 
grab it from out of the frame and 
into her screen.

“It was a great honor,” Fe-
tui-Turner said. “It meant the 
world to me to be able to accept 
it and be in that position.”

Levingston explained that 
light is a symbol in every cul-
ture.

This light was passed from a 
professor who’s been a part of 
the school for years, to an alum-
ni, and ends with a current stu-
dent who represents the incom-
ing students.

Fetui-Turner said that she 
would definitely want to be in-
volved with this event again, 
whether it be in person or online.

“Coming to a new school, 
with 6% Black students on cam-
pus, this would make you feel 
more welcomed on campus,” 
Fetui-Turner said.

Rhane Moore, president of 
the Brothers Forum, led the 
group in reciting the Black Stu-
dent Pledge.

Moore, a class of 2022 rhet-
oric and communications ma-

jor, said that the pledge helps to 
combat the feeling of isolation 
that a Black student can experi-
ence.

Moore said this event was 
important to have because it 
shows what it means to be inclu-
sive and shows togetherness as a 
community on campus.

It is a sign for incoming stu-
dents that there are people on 
campus that care about them.

The passing of the flame 
made Moore reflect on his jour-
ney through school and how he 
can be a mentor and role model 
to incoming freshmen.

Moore said that this should 
be a recurring event that wel-
comes change and gets more 
people included on campus. He 
would definitely be interested in 
being involved with this event.

The Rites of Passage event 
was sponsored by the Center 
for Multicultural Services and 
Black Student Services, the 
Black Faculty and Staff Asso-
ciation, and the Office of Diver-
sity, Equity, and Inclusion, and 
the Department of Religion and 
Philosophy.

Sebastian Ibarra can be 
reached at sebastian.ibarra@
laverne.edu.Virtual yoga gives 

safe stress relief
Lilliana Perez
Staff Writer

The Randall Lewis Center 
for Well-Being and Research is 
offering a needed outlet for stu-
dents to distract themselves and 
mitigate stress. 

One such outlet is virtu-
al yoga offered online several 
times a week to University stu-
dents and employees. 

Since the start of the pan-
demic, the Lewis Center with 
all campus organizations has 
moved online. The center has 
partnered with the United Yoga 
Studio in San Dimas for virtual 
yoga and pilates. 

“The United Yoga Studio 
is ... a small business, which is 
why we wanted to partner with 
them in the first place,” said Al-
lison Krich, operations manager 
for the Lewis Center. She added 
that since small businesses are 
struggling in the pandemic, this 
partnership is win-win.

Ashley Dennis, yoga teacher 
at Unite and for a Sept. 18 class 
online for the ULV, said that 
teaching online allows her to 
reach a wider audience. 

“For example, I have a friend 
who takes my yoga class, and 
she is in Canada so I am grateful 
that I am able to still teach yoga 
to her.” Dennis said.

Dennis said that instruction 
is more challenging online be-
cause it’s harder to see and cor-
rect mistakes. Still she said that 
teaching college students, even 
remotely, is important to her. 

“For me, college was rough 
and it was a life where I was on 
the go,” Dennis said. “I want 
to be able to help other college 

students and members of the 
college community with creat-
ing a space to find rest and re-
laxation.”

Tessia Villedas, Cal Poly Po-
mona alumna, said that attend-
ing an online yoga class means 
no commuting, so it makes it 
easier and more convenient. 
Though Villedas admitted that it 
is harder to focus while at home. 

“I would highly recommend 
for everyone to at least be open 
to trying virtual yoga once to 
just see what it entails, but I 
highly recommend it for anyone 
with a busy schedule,” said Co-
rina Sagun, a Highland resident. 

As of now, Sagun is working 
from home and sits at her desk 
for the majority of the day. She 
said that the reason she practices 
yoga is because it gets her more 
energized and also helps her 
blood flowing in contrast to her 
desk job. 

“Yoga also helps to let go of 
whatever happened the day be-
fore and it helps to stop worry-
ing about the future and instead 
gives you space to have a mo-
ment of reflection for yourself.” 
Sagun said. 

During this time, people have 
been getting more and more stir 
crazy and virtual yoga or pilates 
exercises can help not only start 
a new hobby but can help relax 
and de-stress you from a long 
day’s work.

If you want to try a virtual 
yoga or pilates session or see 
what else the school has to of-
fer, you can visit laverne.edu/
well-being/events for more in-
formation. 

Lilliana Perez can be reached 
at lilliana.perez@laverne.edu.

DYNAMIC.

FOCUSED.

GOAL-ORIENTED.

EVERYTHING YOU LOOK FOR
IN A CHARITY.

United Way is more than just a fund-raiser.
We’re fighting poverty and violence every day.
Bringing the community together to identify its
pressing needs, and creating a plan to achieve
meaningful results. Compassion in action.
That’s United Way.

FIND OUT ABOUT YOUR COMMUNITY’S 
IMPACT AGENDA.

LOG ON TO UNITEDWAY.ORG


