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Bobcat Fire worsens air quality

Emily Alvarez

The Bobcat Fire turns the skies over Whittier an 
unearthly color Sept. 9. The fire in the Angeles 
National Forest north of Pasadena is still burn-

ing after more than three weeks. Although the 
fire is winding down now, it has burned more 
than 114,000 acres and it 75% contained.

Flavored tobacco
will be off the shelf
Sebastian Ibarra
Staff Writer

California will have the 
toughest state restrictions on 
flavored tobacco in the country, 
thanks to a new law signed by 
Gov. Gavin Newsom on Aug. 
28. 

Senate Bill 793, authored by 
state Sen. Jerry Hill, D-San Ma-
teo, prohibits tobacco retailers 
or any of the tobacco retailers’ 
employees from selling, offering 
for sale, or possessing with the 
intent to sell a flavored tobacco 
product or a tobacco flavor en-
hancer. This includes  menthol 
cigarettes, one of the most pop-
ular flavors. 

The intention of the bill was  
to curb the tobacco industry’s 
targeting children and teens, to 
whom flavored tobacco products 
are aimed. 

Flavored tobacco became a 
target of the bill because of the 
fact that these flavors mask the 
harm of tobacco, said Amanda 
Staples, community advocacy 
director at the American Heart 
Association.

“It is the perfect storm to get 
youth hooked,” Staples said.

Staples said that 90% of cur-
rent smokers started before the 
age of 18. 

Hill noted that the average 
age of a beginning smoker is 
13 years old, with 80% starting 
with flavored tobacco products. 

“It was an issue of justice,” 
Hill said. “The tobacco industry 
knows that they have to get to 
you early.” 

The major difference that 
allowed this law to pass where 
previous similar efforts have 
fallen short was widespread lo-
cal support across California, 
Staples said. She said that be-
fore the statewide measure there 
were already 80 cities here with 
flavored tobacco restrictions. 

Hill said that new data on the 
health dangers of  e-cigarettes 
and their addictive nature among  
youth, with COVID-19’s effect 
on those with respiratory prob-
lems and compromised health 
because of smoking, made the 
new law particularly important. 

Staples predicts that the new 
law will impact the rest of the 
country because California has 
signaled to the other 49 states 
that public health is a priority. 

“As California goes so does 
the country,” said Staples. 

Staples saw the inclusion of 
popular menthol cigarettes as a 
win for proponents of the new 
law. She said that a ban on men-
thol cigarettes in Canada has 
seen good positive results. Sta-
ples believes that when people 
are unable to buy the menthol 

cigarettes, it may help them de-
cide to quit smoking. 

Philip Gardiner, co-chair of 
the African American Tobacco 
Control Leadership Council, 
said that the new law is what he 
and his group have been work-
ing on for  years – to try and 
restrict the sale of menthols that 
he says target the African-Amer-
ican community. Approximately 
45,000 African Americans die 
from smoking-related disease 
each year, according to the Cam-
paign for Tobacco-Free Kids’ 
statistics on tobacco use among 
African Americans for 2020. 
Smoking-related illnesses sur-
pass AIDS, homicide, diabetes, 
and accidents as the number one 
cause of death for African Amer-
icans, according to this report. 

Menthol cigarettes accounted 
for 30% to 35% of the tobacco 
industry’s profits in 2017, Gar-
diner said. He added that smok-
ing rates are down, but menthol 
usage rates are up because cur-
rent smokers are using menthols. 

“It’s their lifeblood,” said 
Gardiner. 

Hill said that his motivation 
for writing this law was to pre-
vent the threat that flavored to-
bacco posed to children’s safety. 
He explained that the reason 
children are targeted is because 
no one wakes up at the age of 26 
and wants to start smoking. 

Hill has firsthand knowledge 
of how much influence flavors 
can have on a person’s experi-
ence with tobacco. When he was 
around the age of 13, he took 
one of his mother’s cigarettes 
and started to smoke it. He ul-
timately did not finish it and 
avoided going down the same 
path as a lot of America’s youth. 

“If it was a menthol who 
knows if I would have finished 
it,” Hill said. 

Premium cigars and hookah 
tobacco were two notable omis-
sions from the law. Both were 
omitted in order to compromise 
with the opposition. 

Hill said his choice would be 
to not exempt these two prod-
ucts, but  he weighed the impor-
tance of the inclusion of premi-
um cigars and hookah tobacco 
in the bill, against the goal of 
seeing the legislation approved. 
Hill explained that a hookah is 
not a daily use item and children 
will not spend $12 on a cigar. 
Therefore, he determined that 
the reward of the passing of this 
year’s law was worth the exclu-
sion of the two products because 
they both were not a threat to the 
goal of the legislation. SB 793 
will take effect Jan. 1, 2021. 

Sebastian Ibarra can be 
reached at sebastian.ibarra@
laverne.edu.

Diversity Retreat examines 
different perspectives
Gabriela Cummings
Staff Writer

The Center for Multicultural 
Services kicked off its three-day 
annual Diversity Retreat last 
Friday via Zoom with around 
30 participants in all, including 
undergraduate and graduate stu-
dents, faculty and staff. 

The retreat, which  consisted 
of panel discussions, interactive 
activities, videos and various 
exercises to keep participants 
engaged, was structured so that 
each participant could voice 
their opinions and share insights. 

Misty Levingston, associate 
director of multicultural affairs, 
and Daniel Loera, director of 
multicultural affairs, were the 
main speakers and leaders of the 
retreat. 

“We don’t ask people to enter 
as content experts, but as experts 
in their own lived life experienc-
es,” Loera said.

The pandemic forced the re-
treat – with virtually all campus 
events and activities – online. 

The leaders used breakout 
rooms for participants to speak 
with one-another about the var-
ious topics and themes. 

Loera said that it is import-
ant now more than ever to hold 
a diversity retreat because of 
the current climate of racial 
injustice, and fears in the com-
munity, all exacerbated by the 
COVID-19 pandemic which 
has disproportionately affected 
communities of color. 

“I think about how the coro-
navirus affects people of color 

and the communities of color 
and marginalizes people in gen-
eral more than it affects their 
white counterparts,” Levingston 
said. 

She talked about how amid 
the pandemic, the country also 
experienced the murders of nu-
merous people of color, and she 
also stressed the importance of 
these hard conversations about 
social justice.  

Two of the interactive activ-
ities were the multiple identity 
exercise and the communication 
continuum exercise.

The multiple identity exercise 
allowed users to use Jam Board, 
a platform where users are able 
to interact with each other with 
virtual Post-It notes, which they 
used to answer questions related 
to how they identify themselves. 

Some of the identities that 
were on the board included: ed-
ucation, socioeconomic status, 
colorism, race, sexual identity, 
etc. Users would use those iden-
tities to answer questions like: 
which identity do you identi-
fy with the most, or which you 
identify the most at home or at 
school.

This allowed users to relate 
with others and also see that 
their peers are different from 
each other. 

The  communication contin-
uum exercise’s purpose was to 
discover how others communi-
cate with different communica-
tion skills.

Participants were asked to 
move their names to either “al-
most always,” “sometimes” and 

“almost never” for questions like 
“I think about the way I commu-
nicate” and “I am the first person 
to speak.”

Some participants shared 
why they felt the way they did. 

Marisela Gutierrez, a senior 
kinesiology major, attended the 
retreat, she said, because she felt 
that it was her duty to learn from 
others’ experiences and be part 
of a community fostering her 
own interest in social justice.

“I am consistently trying to 
learn and this retreat was a great 
starting point by understanding 
my own Leo community.” Guti-
errez said.

“I tend to get lost in world is-
sues like sex trafficking, police 
brutality, and I feel incapable 
of creating change. Instead, I 
decided to focus on local issues 
and this retreat brought light to 
the injustices we face as a com-
munity, as well as mirrored onto 
my own city,” she said.

After the retreat Gutierrez 
said she felt like she could teach 
others.

“In spite of the challenges we 
all face in our day-to-day lives, 
we are bigger than what we per-
ceive our problems to be,’’ Guti-
errez said.

“If we are able to grow and 
take charge of our learning, 
whether it is listening to a so-
cial justice podcast (or) relating 
information to others, you are 
capable of greater change,” she 
said.

Gabriella Cummings 
can be reached at gabriella. 
cummings@laverne.edu.



The University of La Verne’s 
Campus Activities Board host-
ed “Movies for Mental Health,” 
a workshop online last week 
to bring awareness to mental 
health issues and help students 
learn about the importance of 
mental wellness.

CAB worked with an orga-
nization called Art with Impact, 
which promotes mental wellness 
by creating a space for young 
people to learn and connect 
through art and media. Art with 
Impact also does campus work-
shops with other schools, hosts 
a monthly short film competi-
tion, offers short film production 
grants, and is for the global com-
munity for anyone who might 
need it. 

During the La Verne work-
shop, participants were guided 
through breathing exercises as 
well as exercises that allowed 
them to focus on what they were 
feeling in the moment. They 
were told to listen to their body 
and see where the focal energy 
– whether it was stress or any 
other feeling – was radiating 
from. 

“One of my goals is to bring 

awareness of mental health to 
young people so that way there 
can be a healthier society,” Na-
talie Patterson, the host facili-
tator for the Movies for Mental 
Health, said.

“I want participants to know 
that they are not alone. I also 
want the participants to be able 
to find more resources to know 
what is available to them.”

Patterson also discussed the 
stigma that surrounds mental 
health and explained that it is 
seen differently by people de-
pending on generation and cul-
ture. 

During this workshop an 
anonymous interactive chat al-
lowed students to consider how 
mental health issues are viewed 
in different cultures through 
movies and television. 

There was a brief discussion 
of how various movies and tele-
vision shows portray those with 
mental illness.

There were also three short 
movies shown through the 
workshop’s platform. They were 

“Gladys” by Jessica Jones and 
Diana DiBattista, “The Beauti-
ful Black Man” by Calvin Walk-
er, and “Staging Face” by As-
terix Media. Each had a mental 
health theme –  going from men-
tal illnesses to mental wellness. 

The first two movies were 
centered on the negative stigma 
around depression.

They considered how soci-
ety views these topics, and how 
stigma hurts some communities 
more, including the Latinx com-
munity and African-American 
communities.

The last movie also centered 
on the negative stereotypes 
that are given to those in the 
LGBTQ+ community, and it dis-
cusses the way these individuals 
in the short film cope with the 
negative comments as well as 
their own mental illnesses. 

“We all have mental health 
(concerns),” Patterson said. “We 
all go through things.”

To view these films visit 
artwithimpact.org.

—Liliana Perez

The award-winning Campus Times 
online edition is updated throughout 
the week with event coverage and 
breaking news.

Visit lvcampustimes.org for cur-
rent and past stories, and additional 
columns and blogs.

You can like us on Facebook 
and follow us on Twitter @lvcampustimes and Instagram  
@campustimes for all the latest updates on local and on-cam-
pus news. Send us story ideas over social media or email to 
ctimes@laverne.edu.
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COrreCTiOns
The Campus Times is 

committed to accuracy. 
When we make mistakes, 
however, it is our policy 
to correct them as soon 
as they are brought to 
our attention. If you find 
a mistake in the Campus 
Times, please let us know 
at ctimes@laverne.edu.
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Exhibit displays pandemic feelings
Hien Nguyen
Staff Writer 

“Inside Out: Emerging From 
Isolation,” an exhibition at the 
Claremont Museum of Art, 
showcases the work local artists 
have created during the pandem-
ic which reflect their feelings 
about the COVID-19 pandemic.

Pieces displayed include var-
ious media – from oil on canvas 
paintings to wood and ceramic 
sculptures.

While some artists used their 
art to mirror the current reali-
ty we live in, others aimed to 
spread messages of hope for 
a brighter future and create an 
escape from this far-from-ideal 
reality.

Anne Seltzer, who painted 
the acrylic on canvas piece ti-
tled “She Decided,” explained 
choosing this piece to be exhib-
ited as it was a turning point for 
her to paint again.

“I felt discouraged during 
these times but turned to art as 
an escape and therefore created 
this autobiographical piece,” she 
said.

Similarly, Sylvia Megerdi-
chian remembered how hap-
py painting makes her feel and 
took inspiration from her series 
“Women and Masks” to create 
the new piece titled “Comfort 
Zone.”

“When the pandemic hit. 
I had the idea of painting my 

women in masks but not the 
conventional ones we see every-
one wearing,” she said.

Using various materials, in-
cluding acrylic and collage in 
order to create layers and con-
vey her ideas better, Megerdi-
chian’s artwork encapsulates the 
initial figurative concept of her 
“Woman and Masks” series and 
linking it to the relevancy of the 
mask wearing as a safety proto-
col during these times.

“The concept was that wom-
en have a lot to say but they have 
no voice and that figurative con-
cept turned into something more 
literal and relevant for the pan-
demic,” she said.

At 8 feet tall, Steve Rush-
ingwind Ruiz’s “Burned Out” 
sculpture represented by the im-
agery of a burning matchstick 
made of wood, described his ex-
act feelings about the pandemic 
with the appropriate title.

“I was doing another painting 
for the exhibition but it wasn’t 
conveying what I was actual-
ly feeling, which was feeling 
burned out and depleted as ev-
erything was cancelled,” he said.

Jane Park Wells’ collage 
piece titled “Hope/Belief” fea-
tures newspaper clippings of 
world events overlaid by draw-
ings of origami cranes - a sym-
bol of hope in Asian culture.

“This piece is a continuation 
of my “Hope” series featuring 
paper cranes with the message 

of overcoming through this ter-
rible time together and at the end 
of the day, there is still hope,” 
she said”

Named after the goddess of 
beauty and love, Sumi Foley in-
corporated pieces of silk fabric 
in her display “Venus.”

“There’s so much sadness 
and worry in the world right 
now and I didn’t want to add 
more negative energy so I made 
this piece to bring beauty to the 
world,” she said.

Picking the image of a bris-
tlecone pine for its sturdy quali-
ties, Foley wanted to convey the 
message of endurance through 
hardship and conquering any 
obstacles that come our way.

In contrast, Gina Lawson 
Egan wanted to bring playful 
qualities to the world at this time 
through her ceramic structure ti-
tled “Delightful Diversions.” 

The structure is made of clay 
material that she did not want to 
go to waste during quarantine.

“It’s really a statement about 
how I work and at the end of the 
day, I try to have fun with my art 
as it will convey the same to the 
final product,” she said.

The exhibition runs through 
Nov. 29 and will also be 
available online on the Cla-
remont Museum of Art web-
site at claremontmuseum. 
org/ inside-out-emerging- 
from-isolation.

Hien Nguyen can be reached 
at hien.nguyen2@laverne.edu.

CAB presents workshops 
highlighting mental health
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LeTTers TO The ediTOr
The Campus Times encourages readers to sub-

mit letters to the editors regarding topics covered 
in the paper. Letters should be no more than 400 
words in length and are due by Tuesday at 3 p.m. 
The Campus Times reserves the right to edit let-
ters for clarity, space and libel. Letters may be 
sent to ctimes@laverne.edu.

U.S Immigration and Customs Enforcement de-
tention centers have frightening similarities to 
the concentration camps set up in Nazi-Ger-

many and there needs to be more awareness of what is 
going on at the front gates of the United States to create 
a real change.

Jewish people and other minorities during Nazi-Ger-
many suffered because of a political agenda claiming 
to cleanse the nation. Today, we have a similar political 
agenda in the United States that has already begun prop-
agating false information about immigrants and minori-
ties to push for that agenda and arguably affecting the 
treatment of immigrants at the border. 

Mexicans have been called rapists and criminals by 
President Donald Trump, mirroring the rhetoric Adolf 
Hitler used to claim the Jewish community was taking 
advantage of the German people to push forth a narra-
tive in his 1939 Reichstag speech.

To make matters worse, people seem to be oblivi-
ous to the fact that the ICE detention centers resemble 
the concentration camps that those oppressed years ago 
were forced into. Though not to the extent of extermina-
tion camps in Germany, immigrants are being stripped 
of their identities and human rights within these camps. 

The United Nations defines genocide as “any of the 
following acts committed with intent to destroy... a na-
tional, ethnical, racial or religious group, as such:

• Killing members of the group;
• Causing serious bodily or mental harm to members 

of the group;
• Deliberately inflicting on the group conditions of 

life calculated to bring about its physical destruction in 
whole or in part;

• Imposing measures intended to prevent births with-
in the group;

• Forcibly transferring children of the group to an-
other group.”

Most of these points can be checked in relation to the 
detention centers in the United States.

Families are being separated, all in the effort to “de-
stroy” the intent of people from crossing the border.

Women are allegedly being sterilized at the borders 

according to a whistle blower complaint filed by Project 
South, a non profit organization advocating for the elim-
ination of poverty and genocide. 

he whistle blower, Dawn Wooten, was a licensed 
nurse at the facility. She explained that there were not 
any translators and there was not any informed consent 
among the women who had hysterectomies performed, 
a surgery that would deem a woman unable to conceive.

Detainees have also come forward to claim that they 
are being gassed with a dangerous amount of sterilizer 
amidst the COVID-19 pandemic multiple times a day. 
This is the claim that Inland Coalition for Immigrant 
Justice, Freedom for Immigrants, an organization for 
the civil rights of immigrants has stated in a complaint 
to Homeland Security about the Adelanto Detention 
Center in California. 

One person in the complaint report claimed that af-
ter inhaling the spray they began bleeding and after five 
hours the bleeding continued. When they complained to 
officers they were told it was not the officer’s problem.

This type of psychological distancing was seen by 
Nazi officers, when they committed atrocities in con-
centration camps.

Such is proven in the Nuremberg trials where most 
of their defenses were that they were only doing their 
job and had no choice but to follow through with in-
structions.

Hiding behind the facade of the American dream is 
an American nightmare, hidden behind the glamour that 
it means to be an underdog and make it against all odds 
is the truth.

There is a modern day genocide happening in our 
front yards and the blinds in our eyes need to be shed 
now to provide human rights to even those who are not 
Americans within our borders.

Remember, these are the same borders that stood 
proudly against genocide and alongside the allies in 
World War II. Let’s rediscover our roots and demon-
strate who America really is and why she is the land of 
never-ending possibilities. These modern day concen-
tration camps need to be shut down, and the people in 
charge of them need to be held accountable.

ICE detention centers are 
modern day camps
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300 miles

>> How a silver lining forms

>> It starts at sea.
>> Tropical waters heat up. 
>> Warm air soars skyward. 
>> Cold air rushes to the void. 
>> Cold air warms up. 
>> Cycle repeats.
>> Faster and faster—a 50,000 foot engine of air. 
>> At seventy four miles per hour it earns a name.
>> Harvey, Irma, Katrina.
>> Then landfall.
>> Roads rendered useless.
>> Buildings destroyed.
>> Families stranded. 
>> But for a brief moment, 
>> A silver lining appears.  
>> People see neighbors instead of strangers.
>> And labels that divide are forgotten. 

>> But when rains ease,
>> when clouds part, 
>> silver linings need not fade.

>> Let’s embrace our shared humanity. 
>> Let’s connect with one another.
>> Let’s fi nd our love for each other.
>> Every single day.

>> Come together at lovehasnolabels.com


