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Having a scarecrow party

Christine Diaz

The Claremont Chamber of Commerce is host-
ing a Scarecrow Party through the month of Oc-
tober, allowing businesses and homeowners to 

decorate scarecrows to highlight the community. 
The Children’s Fund of the City of Claremont’s 
entry sits in front of Claremont City Hall.

Voting rights 
on Nov. ballot

Alondra Campos
Staff Writer

Voting rights could be re-
stored to people on parole for 
felony convictions in California 
through a measure on the Nov. 
3 ballot. 

Proposition 17 would amend 
California’s state constitution 
to allow people with felony 
convictions who are on parole 
to vote before fully completing 
their parole sentence. As of now, 
California is one of three states 
that disqualifies people from 
voting until their imprisonment 
and parole sentences are com-
plete.

“By restoring the fundamen-
tal right to vote, these individu-
als will begin to invest back into 
their community,” Shay Fran-
co-Clausen, campaign manager 
for Proposition 17, said. “These 
individuals are expected to pay 
taxes, bills and care for their 
families but can’t vote on the 
laws that govern them and that 
is ridiculous and unfair.”

Organizations that support 
the measure include American 
Civil Liberties Union, Women 
League of Voters, White People 
4 Black Lives, Brennan Center 
for Justice, and Mi Familia Vota.

“Half of the support is from 
organizations of people who 
have been impacted by the pris-
on system in the U.S,” Fran-
co-Clausen said.

Franco-Clausen has had ex-
perience with mass incarcera-
tion and said the most challeng-
ing part was reintegrating back 
into society after being released.

“Here I am, an Afro-Latina 
woman, survivor of sex traf-
ficking, went to jail from it, 
and married a police officer of 
color,” Franco-Clausen said. “I 
now advocate for reforms and 
for people’s rights. I can say 
from first hand experience that 

reintegrating back into society 
was very challenging for me.”

Parole is a supervised pro-
gram for inmates to reintegrate 
into their communities. It is 
only applied to felony cases 
where the individual is sent to 
state prison and only becomes 
an option until after the impris-
onment sentence is completed. 
The inmate then must abide by 
specific conditions once parole 
is granted.

Thomas Allison, assistant 
professor of legal studies, said 
Proposition 17 positively re-
sponds to a historic attempt 
to disenfranchise criminals 
throughout history.

“People who are convicted of 
felonies are seen and treated at a 
substandard level,” Allison said. 
“But just because these individ-
uals have committed unlawful 
acts does not mean we should 
strip them from their humanity.”

Allison added that restoring 
the right to vote for parolees in 
California could provide more 
voices and backgrounds for our 
elected officials.

“The majority of the people 
who vote follow the same demo-
graphics,” Allison said. “Allow-
ing parolees to vote shows them 
that their vote does matter and 
therefore instills in them a belief 
in the system.”

According to the Bureau of 
Justice, 77 percent of inmates 
are rearrested within five years 
for the same crime and are more 
likely to commit the same crime 
within the first two years of re-
lease. 

“We have cases of repeated 
offenders because they are part 
of underserved communities 
that do not provide the resourc-
es for them to efficiently engage 
and give back to these commu-
nities,” Franco-Clausen said.

Roy Kwon, associate profes-
sor of sociology, said the stigma 
that surrounds people who have 
been convicted of felonies in so-
ciety is an issue that Proposition 
17 could also resolve.

“Just the logic of having to 
put down that you’ve been con-
victed of a felony is a stigma,” 

Anxiety, depression increase 
amid COVID, turbulent politics

Shannon Mathews has been 
named dean of the University of 
La Verne’s College of Arts and 
Sciences, University officials 
announced this week. 

Mathews, who succeeds in-
terim dean Brian Clocksin, will 
begin on Jan. 4. Clocksin will 
move to the provost’s office. 

Mathews currently serves as 
dean of the College of Liberal 
Arts and Social Sciences at Sa-
vannah State University. Previ-
ously she was interim associate 

dean of the College of Arts, Sci-
ences, Business and Education 
at Winston-Salem State Univer-
sity.

Mathews, who hails from 
Pomona, earned her bachelor of 
arts in anthropology from Po-
mona College.

She earned her master of arts 
in medical anthropology and 
doctorate in gerontology from 
the University of Kentucky, 
Lexington. 

Provost Jonathan Reed noted 

in the emailed announcement 
that Mathews graduated from 
Ganesha High School in Pomo-
na and is returning to the com-
munity she cares about. 

“She also shares our deep 
commitment to community en-
gagement and student success,” 
Reed wrote in the email.

Matthews will be the first 
woman to serve as a permanent 
dean in the College of Arts and 
Sciences. 

—David Gonzalez

Mathews to take helm of CAS

Destinee Mondragon
Staff Writer

As students struggle with 
COVID-19, a critical election 
year and uncertainty for their 
future, mental health issues, 
such as depression and anxiety 
among this age group are, not 
surprisingly, on the rise. 

A survey of 18,764 students 
on 14 campuses conducted by 
the Healthy Minds Network 
for Research on Adolescents 
showed that depression has in-
creased to 40.9% across cam-
puses by the early days of the 
pandemic. 

Many of the students re-
sponding to that survey reported 
that their mental health issues 
negatively impacted their aca-
demic performance.

The survey concluded that 
the factors that played into this 
increase were not only the pan-
demic or fears of the deadly 
disease, but also the stress from 

academics and lack of social in-
teraction, along with financial 
stress and their living condi-
tions. 

These themes ring true 
among the University of La 
Verne population.

“We’ve seen an increase in 
the use of counseling center ser-
vices and student outreach and 
support in making sure students 
get as much support as possi-
ble for themselves,” said Juan 
Regalado, chief student affairs 
officer.

For some students at the Uni-
versity, the switch to online and 
needing to redirect their life-
styles has been challenging. 

“For me especially, through 
the end of last year and the sum-
mer, when I did not necessarily 
have my own place to go, I was 
not able to fully put myself into 
my school work and focus clear-
ly.” said Ryan Sigston, senior 
political science major.

Sigston said not knowing 

how his senior year was going 
to play out was hard to process.

“That made me have a lot 
of anxiety,” Sigston said. “For 
many students that I know, their 
mental health is not great right 
now, and it’s hard to figure out 
what to do about that with all of 
the restraints caused by the pan-
demic.”

Students can utilize men-
tal health support outlets such 
as the University Counseling 
and Psychological Services, or 
CAPS, the different programs 
that the Lewis Center has been 
hosting, and Student Outreach 
and Support, or SOS. 

Regalado said  that there has 
been a 42% increase in students 
La Verne utilizing SOS, com-
pared to last year at this time. 

Among these cases, Regala-
do said,  20% of those cases are 
for emotional distress, 20% are 
for academic difficulties, and 
8% are for COVID-19 distress. 

Prop. 17 
aims to help 
parolees

Contined on page 3

Contined on page 3



Jacob Barriga
Staff Writer

Fengmei Gong, associate 
professor of operations and in-
formation technology, spoke on 
the value of investing in infor-
mation technology to an audi-
ence of 30 students and faculty 
on Tuesday over WebEx as part 
of the weekly faculty lecture se-
ries.

Gong is currently engaged 
in her own study about infor-
mation technology and how it 
can increase productivity within 
the economy and how the com-
panies can use the information 
to give themselves negotiation 
power thus lowering initial pric-
es for supplies.

She said proper information 
technology investment will al-
low companies to cut out the 
middleman by giving the dis-
tributors the information to en-

gage with suppliers directly thus 
creating more competition. 

“Through information tech-
nology we can see which sup-
pliers supply specific industries 
and the consumers of such in-
dustries products,” Gong said. 

Information technology not 
only enables the companies to 
directly encounter multiple sup-
pliers, but it also enables analy-
sis on the distribution and mar-
ket shares each supplier has for 
each industry. 

“The technology can help 
examine the percentage of sup-
pliers in each market which can 
change the concentration of the 
distribution percentage, making 
the supply market less concen-
trated,” Gong said. 

Gong said that there are not 
many studies focused on in-
formation technology and that 
there is still a lot of potential as 
more versatile ways to use the 

information that have not been 
figured out yet.

“The United States is increas-
ing their investment in informa-
tion technology, and although 
it can help change the structure 
of the supply chain and make 
it more efficient, there are still 
very little studies in this field,” 
Gong said. 

Gong’s presentation was fo-
cused on material products but 
Ngoc Bui, interim associate 
dean for the College of Arts and 
Science and professor of psy-
chology, inquired about a differ-
ent kind of product. 

“Our industry is educating 
students and our product is peo-
ple. How can this technology 
improve our industry in educa-
tion?” Bui asked. 

Gong took some time to think 
but she came up with a possible 
way to improve the education 
system with information tech-

nology.
“We can potentially make a 

more advanced recruiting pro-
cess to bring in more students, 
but there may even be more im-
plications that can be applied in 
the future discovered through 
more studies,” Gong said. 

The study Gong presented 
is currently a work in progress 
and Al Clark, professor of hu-
manities, was interested in her 
timetable of when Gong would 
be finished. 

“I understand that this is still 
a working study, and these are 
your findings to this point, when 
do you think it will be ready to 
be published?” Clark asked. 

Gong said that it is difficult 
for her to work with her co-au-
thors on the study at the same 
time because everyone lives in 
different parts of the world in 
different time zones.

Gong also mentioned how 

there are still many improve-
ments that need to be made. 

“It’s hard to find a right time 
for everyone,” she said. “We all 
have other projects going on as 
well. We currently have about 
40 pages of this study done with 
more room for improvement, 
but hopefully we can get pub-
lished in one year.”

Jacob Barriga can be reached 
at jacob.barriga@laverne.edu.

COrreCTIOns
The Campus Times is 

committed to accuracy. 
When we make mistakes, 
however, it is our policy 
to correct them as soon 
as they are brought to 
our attention. If you find 
a mistake in the Campus 
Times, please let us know 
at ctimes@laverne.edu.
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ULV student runs for Pomona mayor

Mya-Lin Lewis

Jacqueline Elizalde, a business administration 
major and CAPA student, is running for mayor 
of Pomona. Elizalde, who hopes to see an end to 

human trafficking in Pomona, also does phone 
banking during the week and canvasses on week-
ends to encourage people to vote on Nov. 3.

Jacob Barriga
Staff Writer

Jacqueline Elizalde, a senior 
business administration major 
at the University, is running for 
mayor of Pomona in the Nov. 3 
election.

One of Elizalde’s biggest 
concerns is human trafficking in 
her city. 

“Sexual trafficking should 
not be a normal thing,” Elizal-
de said. “We drive down Holt 
(Boulevard)  and you can see it, 
but people are getting used to it 
and this something we should 
not be getting used to.”

Elizalde said she had tried to 
get the city of Pomona to make 
this a priority, but when she was 
not satisfied with their response, 
she decided to throw her hat in 
the ring. 

Elizalde said she also wants 
to see the businesses in Pomona 
prosper, and she wants to make 
Pomona a more investor-friend-
ly city.

Elizalde said Pomona has 
plenty of open space and she 
wants to loosen the city’s restric-
tive ordinances for business to 
make it more desirable for new 
business, which she believes 
will also bring more jobs.

“Small businesses are declin-
ing in Pomona,” Elizalde said.  
“Lots of investors and business-
es come to Pomona wanting to 
do business but the process is 
tedious, and difficult,” Elizalde 
said. 

She said she wants to improve 
the communication with the 
business owners and developers 
to create a business-friendly en-
vironment in the city.

Elizalde, 38, is a first-gen-
eration college student. After 
graduating from high school, 
she she waited to pursue higher 
education, first attending Citrus 
College before transferring to  
La Verne.

Elizalde also works for San 
Bernardino County’s Human 

Services Department, where she 
helps families living in poverty 
with grants and housing,  among 
other things. 

Elizalde has also served on 
the Pomona Public Library 
board of trustees, on the Pomona 
Cultural Arts Commission and 
is an appointed delegate for the 
California Democratic Assem-
bly in District 52.

Elizalde said she prides her-
self on her involvement in the 
community and she loves meet-
ing the everyday people in the 
City of Pomona and learning 
what she can do to help them. 

“My primary goal is to em-
power and engage the communi-
ty to want to change Pomona,” 
Elizalde said. 

Frank Villa, truck driver for 
Unified/Unify, said he believes 
Elizalde is going to make a dif-
ference in the community.

“I have never seen someone 
so passionate and genuine about 
helping the working person. She 
truly cares about our communi-
ty,” Villa said. 

Dee Dee Manzanares Ybarra, 
a retired Fairplex staff accoun-
tant, is confident in Elizalde. 

“Jacqueline is a fighter, Man-
zanares Ybarra said. “She is 
going to stand up for what she 
believes in, and she believes in 
what’s best (for) the people. 

Elizalde has the endorsement 
of Congresswoman Norma Tor-
res, D-Pomona. 

Torres said she believes Eliz-
alde is the right person to make 
a meaningful change in Pomona.

“I see myself in her,” Torres 
said. “I want someone who un-
derstands and cares about the 
city of Pomona and Jacqueline 
cares and understands because 
she is truly one of the people.”

Elizalde is running against 
the current mayor Tim Sandoval 
and candidates Jesus Villagomez 
Campos, Mohammad Kamyab 
and Gustavo Ernesto Nunez. 

Jacob Barriga can be reached 
at jacob.barriga@laverne.edu.

Information technology can facilitate productivity



Zandra Wagoner, university 
chaplain, said her office is also 
working to support students 
in this time of unprecedented 
stress. 

“(It) is part of a larger ef-
fort on campus to really think 
through carefully on how to 
really support students, faculty 
and staff,” Wagoner said. “My 
piece of the puzzle in contribu-
tion  is really supporting what I 
call a spiritual life or supporting 
our inner self.”

The Office of Religious and 
Spiritual Life has workshops 
that focus on our mental state 
and therapeutic programs to get 

in touch with our minds, includ-
ing a weekly group meditation 
that allows participants to focus 
their minds on one thing  and 
give their minds a rest even 
while awake. The goal is to pay 
attention and witness what is go-
ing on in one’s body and mind 
and to have a peaceful moment, 
Wagoner said.

“I feel that all the depart-
ments coming together and 
creating these workshops and 
programs has been an absolute 
pleasure,” said Wagoner. 

There is a new workshop 
called Energy Balancing 
Through Breathwork, in which 

participants are introduced to 
breathwork for relaxation, Wag-
oner said, adding that breathing 
helps regulate the nervous sys-
tem and helps one feel calm and 
relaxed.

The CAPS web page states 
that trigger warnings for strug-
gles in mental health can vary 
from one person to the next and 
include difficulty falling asleep, 
the inability to concentrate, and 
a lack of interest.

If any of these symptoms per-
sist, and it becomes too much to 
handle alone, it is important to 
see a qualified health-care pro-
vider. 

According to the CAPS web 
page, stress is a physiological 
and psychological response of 
the body to some sort of threat 
to our safety, self-esteem, or 
well-being.

Stressors can affect an indi-
vidual physically via illness,  so-
cially, psychologically. 

CAPS recommends man-
aging minor stress by taking a 
deep breath, reducing time in 
stress-producing situations and 
using other self-relaxation tech-
niques.    

“COVID and being virtual 
have created additional chal-
lenges,” Regalado said.  “As a 
community we are focusing on 
providing support in new and 
different ways to meet the chal-
lenge and the need,” said Regal-
ado. 

ULV has been using social 
media platforms and Campus 

Labs to create community for 
students during these challeng-
ing times.

 The  Lewis Center with the 
Office of Religious and Spiritual 
Life has created programs that 
support students’ well-being in-
cluding yoga, pilates, and work-
shops on motivation. 

CAPS is also offering tele-
counseling with no session lim-
its. For more information call, 
909-448-4105 or email CAPS@
laverne.edu. 

To submit an SOS report, visit 
laverne.edu/student-outreach/
sos-behavior-wellness-refer-
ral-report.

If you are experiencing a 
psychological emergency, call 
Aurora Charter Oak Hospital at 
800-654-2673. 

Destinee Mondragon 
can be reached at destinee. 
mondragon@laverne.edu.

Kwon said.
Kwon said a measure of this 

type has been long overdue in 
regards to the criminal justice 
system the U.S practices and the 
form of punishment it imposes 
on its prisoners.

“In the U.S we take on a pu-
nitive view of crime, an eye for 
an eye mentality,” Kwon said. 
“Yes, people should be punished 
for the things they do, but we 
strip them from their humanity 
for 20 years and then continue to 
punish them for the rest of their 
life.”

Although U.S senators have 
shown their support for this 
proposition, such as Kamala 
Harris, other government offi-

cials think otherwise of the bill.
State Sen. Jim Nielsen claims 

that some of these parolees are 
murderers, rapists and perpetra-
tors of high crimes that should 
not be allowed to vote until after 
their parole sentence is complet-
ed.

Jennifer Trejo, junior crimi-
nology major, said that although 
she understands the intention 
behind Proposition 17, she still 
believes that parolees should 
fulfill their parole sentence be-
fore being allowed to vote.

“These individuals who are 
convicted of these felonies gave 
up their rights temporarily by 
choosing to commit these ac-
tions,” Trejo said.”I think they 

should have the ability to regain 
their normal lives back, but not 
until they have fulfilled every 
step they need to do to get back 
into their community.”

Jesus Espinoza, junior legal 
studies major, said that although 
parole is a step towards the rein-
tegration of inmates into society, 
it should be left as the supervised 
program that it currently is.

“Parole can be seen as a test 
for these individuals,” Espinoza 
said. “But it doesn’t mean that 
we should automatically grant 
them some of the rights they 
lost. It’s a step by step process.”

Alondra Campos can be 
reached at alondra.campos@
laverne.edu.

The award-winning Campus Times 
online edition is updated throughout 
the week with event coverage and 
breaking news.

Visit lvcampustimes.org for cur-
rent and past stories, and additional 
columns and blogs.

You can like us on Facebook 
and follow us on Twitter @lvcampustimes and Instagram  
@campustimes for all the latest updates on local and on-cam-
pus news. Send us story ideas over social media or email to 
ctimes@laverne.edu.
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In the first United States Supreme Court session after 
Justice Ruth Bader Ginsburg’s death, Supreme Court 
Justices Clarence Thomas and Samuel Alito said in a 

joint statement that same-sex marriage will continue to 
have “ruinous consequences for religious liberty.”

The statement was part of a Supreme Court decision 
not to hear a case involving a county clerk in Kentucky 
who refused to issue a marriage licence to a same-sex 
couple.

In the statement, Thomas said that the Court’s 2015 
decision in Obergefell v. Hodges, which legalized same-
sex marriage, was made undemocratically and that “the 
court created a problem only it can fix.”

This made Thomas’ and Alito’s motives clear – if 
given the chance, they will vote against equal rights for 
LGBT people.

It was also a clear signal to Americans that they want-
ed someone to bring a case before the Supreme Court so 
that they could overturn Obergefell.

While freedom of religion is explicitly protected in 
the First Amendment, there should be a separation of 
church and state to prevent discrimination using reli-
gion.

This has happened for decades as LGBT Americans 
have had unequal rights because homosexuality was 
seen as a sin.

Religious freedom and liberties can exist at the same 
time as equal rights for all.

Obergefell v. Hodges was a monumental landmark in 
the fight for LGBT rights as it made same-sex marriage 
legal in all 50 states five years ago. However, the deci-
sion was 5-4.

With Anthony Kennedy’s retirement, the death of 
Justice Ruth Bader Ginsburg, and the opinion of Thom-
as and Alito, that decision is now under attack.

Chief Justice John G. Roberts Jr. originally held a 
dissenting view in Obergefell. It is still unclear where 
new justices Neil Gorsuch and Brett Kavanaugh stand 
on the issue. 

If the nomination of Amy Coney Barrett, who has 
stated that same-sex marriage should be left to the states, 
is confirmed, the dissenting view on same-sex marriage 
could become the majority.

In a country of supposed equal rights and opportu-
nity, LGBT rights should have been included from the 
start. LGBT Americans should not have to face discrim-
ination in the eyes of law. 

The Obergefell decision was a major step in LGBT 
people being seen as equal in the eyes of the law.

And now given the current circumstances in the Su-
preme Court, those equal rights are under attack once 
again. 

The Supreme Court should let the decision of 
Obergefell v. Hodges stand.

LGBT rights under fire 
from Supreme Court
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Lilliana Perez
Staff Writer

The University of La Verne’s 
creative writing department’s 
“Fall Fiction Series” kicked off 
last week with a Facebook Live 
event featuring Margo Cash and 
Taylor Croft, who read their 
original pieces before a virtual 
audience of 12. 

Cash, who graduated from 
the University in 2012, read two 
pieces during the livestream, 
a full story then a short ex-
cerpt from another work, titled 
“Blood.” 

“Blood” was written in an 
essay format – like a prompt 
which the character in the story 
ignores. Cash said that her goal 
was to confuse the reader, and 
that is how she hoped to draw 

the reader in. She said the story 
goes on to where the main char-
acter’s classmates talk about her, 
once she shares her essay. And 
then it comes back full-circle, 
when another character realizes 
that she also has the same obses-
sion with blood. 

Her second reading was her 
story titled “Nights Like These,” 
which followed the point of 
view of a character named Ca-
leb, who refuses to acknowledge 
the fact he has a terminal kidney 
disease.

He instead focuses on how 
he feels around his relation-
ships, particularly with a woman 
named Katie.

“This story originated 
through Katie’s point of view, 
and I started writing through the 
other character’s point of view 

as well, but Caleb’s was the best 
one.” Cash said. 

Taylor Croft, senior creative 
writing major, also read two 
pieces.

The first short piece was 
called “Cemetery,” which cen-
ters around a narrator that goes 
through a cemetery and de-
scribes what he sees.

Croft made sure to be de-
scriptive in the narrator’s eyes, 
and focused on how the narrator 
feels bad not being able to do 
anything for the people that are 
buried there – being forgotten. 

The second piece was called, 
“Things Never to do When 
Going Through an Abandoned 
House.” This was written sort 
of like an instruction manual for 
the reader. Croft was once again 
very descriptive, especially 

when she wrote about a man and 
the rats that were in the house. 

“I actually watched a bunch 
of YouTube videos of people 
going in abandoned houses and 
really looked at the fact that they 
saw a bunch of rats that lived 
there and saw a man that would 
write very creepy notes,” Croft 
said during the question and an-
swer session that followed the 
reading.

Cash who works in the ad-
missions office for the Clare-
mont Graduate University said 
she has recently been able to get 
back into her creative writing 
because of the pandemic, and 
work-at-home mandates. 

“I was drawn back into cre-
ative writing, because I admire 
the way writers can develop a 
small scene and make small mo-

ments very interesting,” Cash 
said. “I love that you can create 
a moment that can be weird but 
also memorable and share that 
with others.” 

The  creative writing program 
has been hosting undergraduate 
readings of fiction and poetry 
for several years, said program 
chair Sean Bernard. 

“I hope by doing this lives-
tream event, it gives current 
students a sense of being a real 
part of the literary community.” 
Bernard said. “Giving readings 
to live audiences makes the real-
ity of our work more immediate, 
more part of the world.” 

Upcoming readings for the 
Fall Fiction Series will be at 
noon on Nov. 6 and Nov. 12.

Lilliana Perez can be reached 
at lilliana.perez@laverne.edu.

ULV writers take to Facebook Live

Cheyenne Vargas
Staff Writer

The music department facul-
ty of Pomona College presented 
its annual Celliola and Friends 
performance as a virtual concert 
Sunday. 

The concert intended to bring 
a sense of human connection 
and issues with being in a pan-
demic-dominated world to light 
for the audience.

“This was the first time in 
months that we actually got to 
make music with other people 
even if we weren’t in the same 
room,” said Melissa Givens, as-
sistant professor of music at Po-
mona College. 

The artists said they were 
grateful to perform since it has 
been an unusual time for many 
of them and having to deal with 
not being able to really play for 

six months. 
“As a musician you go around 

and play your music but because 
of COVID all that had to be put 
to a stop,” said Cynthia Fogg, 
performance faculty member.

With the Pomona College 
campus not being open, the art-
ists had limited time to record 
their tracks and had no rehearsal 
time between the singers and the 
instrumentalists.

Weeks of preparation turned 
into hours. 

Givens, a soprano, performed 
“Mandolin Songs” and “Dear 
Lieder” with ease despite never 
actually being on stage with the 
ensemble. 

“This is something you do 
because you love it despite hav-
ing those restrictions,” she said. 

The other performers agreed. 
“There is something so spe-

cial with the energy exchange 

you get between the performer 
and the audience when perform-
ing live, but I understand the 
need to keep people safe,” said 
Scott Graff, performance faculty 
member.

Typically for the performanc-
es, singers and instrumentalists 
would be able to go over the 
score with two to three rehears-
als prior to the show and re-
hearsals running two and half to 
three hours. 

“We had the time in a room 
together to listen to one another 
and interact with each other to 
get a better sense of the music,” 
said Graff.

The performers were able 
to overcome the struggles of 
adapting to the pandemic and 
were able to give the best per-
formance they could, given the 
available time.

“We had to look at it as just 

a different kind of music mak-
ing because you are not able to 
respond in the moment,” said 
Genevieve Lee, professor of 
music.

The Celliola concert is a year-
ly event held at the beginning of 
the school year. This year, the 
songs held more importance as 
it presented rising issues in the 
world. 

“This is the fourth year in 
a row of doing satirical music 
with this year having a very im-
portant election,” said Fogg. 

The pieces were straightfor-
ward as the singers were able 
to provide the meaning through 
song with additional help from 
the instrumentalists. 

“We are kinda painting the 
text in a way by having abrupt 
harmony changes or a change in 
texture to set the scene for the 
listeners,” said Lee. 

The pieces attempt to express 
the frustration at the current 
state of politics and the disbe-
lief in the way in which issues 
are not being taken seriously by 
those in power.

Among the satire and frustra-
tion there is still a sense of hope 
among the pieces that are being 
translated. 

“The importance this idea of 
resistance brings in the piece, is 
there also comes the realization 
that hope can prevail through 
these troubling times,” said 
Graff.

The Celliola and Friends con-
cert is available to stream online 
through Dec. 15 at pomona.
edu/academics/departments/
music/concert-calendar/fall-
2020-concerts.

Cheyenne Vargas can be 
reached at cheyenne.vargas@
laverne.edu.

Celliola spreads awareness through music

Sebastian Ibarra
Staff Writer

Faculty and students at the 
University of La Verne acknowl-
edged the struggles of Native 
Americans at the hands of their 
oppressors throughout history 
and reflected on the water An-
gelenos use at the Indigenous 
People’s Day event on Monday 
via Zoom.

The Indigenous People’s Day 
event started out with a 39-min-
ute documentary called “The 
Aqueduct Between Us.”

The film covers the long his-
tory of intrusion and exploita-
tion in the Owens Valley by for-
eign powers.

It was followed by a discus-
sion of the documentary, led by 
Al Clark, professor of human-

ities, and Jay Jones, professor of 
biology and biochemistry. There 
were 19 people in attendance for 
the event. 

“Hopefully Indigenous Peo-
ple’s Day will help us recognize 
them again,” Clark said. 

According to the documen-
tary, the Tongva and the Paiute 
– two Indigenous tribes that 
reside in southern and central 
California – believe that “paya,” 
meaning water, signifies life and 
is sacred. 

The long history of oppres-
sion that these two tribes experi-
enced over the course of history 
began with the landing of the 
Spanish in California.

The Spanish forever changed 
the region and threw everything 
out of balance with the founding 
of the mission system.

The Natives adopted this new 
religion and the mission system 
out of fear and in order to pre-
serve a future for their children.

With new Mexican rule start-
ing in 1821, many of the Tongva 
and Paiute had died from a dis-
ease that the Spaniards brought, 
and the few who remained were 
used as cheap labor along with 
other Native people from the in-
terior of America.

The rise of the United States 
to power brought a campaign of 
genocide and removal against 
the remaining Native people 
across America. 

Since its founding, the city 
of Los Angeles has relied on the 
water from Owens Valley in or-
der to survive and expand.

The Los Angeles aqueduct 
was necessary for the city of 

Los Angeles to have a constant 
supply of water and no thought 
given to how it would affect the 
Tongva and Paiute. 

Fast forward to today and 
Owens Lake has been almost 
completely drained by the city 
of Los Angeles. It has caused a 
loss of life and vibrance in the 
ecosystem of Owens Valley 
where the Native people reside.

To make matters worse, tox-
ic sediments from the dried lake 
bed are picked up by the wind 
and have caused illness for the 
Tongva and Paiute who still live 
nearby. 

Clark said that there is a ma-
jor issue surrounding the current 
water supply in Los Angeles. 
Owens Lake was a big supplier 
of water in the past and the Ow-
ens River partially supplies wa-

ter currently.
The two biggest current sup-

pliers of water for Los Angeles 
are the Colorado River and Sac-
ramento River.

He said that the current way 
the water supply is handled is 
not sustainable and that eventu-
ally, the same problems that oc-
curred with Owens Lake would 
emerge again. 

Clark said that recycling wa-
ter is the key for the future. The 
process involves taking the sew-
age water and purifying it to the 
point we can drink it.

This water then would be 
placed underground for a time 
and then retrieved at a later date. 

“We have enough water, we 
just have to use it effectively,” 
Clark said. 

ULV honors Indigenous people at virtual event

Contined on page 5



Erika Adame
Erin Aguillard
Allison Albertson
Yadira Alferes
Tiffany Allende
Zugey Amezcua
Camilla Ancona
Jessica Argelander
Kimberly Assaf-Castellon
Taylor Austin
David Avila
Abigail Baeza
Genesis Balam
Arabella Baltazar
Jacklyn Baltazar
Gabriela Barragan
Abigail Baum
Alicia Beltran
Anyssa Beltran
John Bike

Lauren Bishop
Alexandra Buehring
Joelle Cabral
Yesenia Carrasco
Jasmin Castro
Linda Ceja
Austin Ceniceros-Uribe
Emily Cohen
Victoria Cordova
Laura Creech
Isabel Cuellar
Trisha Cupples
Isabella Delgado
Monica Edaburn
Julie Elder
Lisett Elisondo
Edith Enos
Elizabeth Fabian
Angelica Farias
Horacio Fernandez

Frankie Fierro
Ekaterina Fischmann
Sophia Flores
James Forsythe
Michele Garcia
Cindy Garcia-Mendoza
Maria Garibay
Diana Garza
Kayla Giannatasio
Alyssa Godina
Alexis Godinez
Kimberly Gomez
Julie Gonzales
Alexi Gonzalez
Crystal Gonzalez
Erica Gonzalez
Gisell Gonzalez
Maria Gonzalez
Samuel Gonzalez
Barbara Gordon
Justine Greene
Taylor Greene
Karina Guerrero
Cynthia Gutierrez
Gabrielle Guzman
Jade Hackbarth
Taylor Hagin
Amanda Hart

Alyssa Hawara
Victoria Hernandez
Katherine Hoffman
Lauren Holcomb
Rhianna Horn
Yawen Huang
Rukti Islam
Veronica Jimenez
Amanda Jorgensen
Jin Kim
Danielle Kinsey
Kinsey Kline
Casey Kuramoto
Yiying Lin
Rebecca Loaiza
Michael Long
Corey Lopez
Ciera Lundy
Desiree MacLeod DuPont
Angela Macias
Bailey Magana
Sabrina Magro
Isabel Manzo
Daniella Martinez
Emily McCrillis
Halley McIntire
Linda McMichael
Michelle Medina

Wendy Medina
Salma Mendez Amador
Elizabeth Mercy
Ramona Meza
Alexxis Molinar
Claudia Morales Hernandez
Zane Mularski
Melanie Munoz
Abrelle Negrete
Esmeralda Olivar
Javier Ortiz
Jessica Padilla
Julia Pasillas
Ashley Perez
Christina Perez
Neida Pimentel
Jennifer Ramirez
Natalie Ramos
Casey Ratcliff
Bailee Rich
Makenzie Robison
Monica Rosas
Cameron Ruiz
Carolina Ruiz
Sophia Rumar
Mindy Rumbo
Clarissa Salazar
Roxiilinn San Paolo
Claudia Sandoval

Jacquelin Sandoval
Amber Sargent
Hannah Schultz
Alyssa Scott
Arianna Serna
Melanie Seymour
Gregory Sherwood
Celina Sigala
Georgeane Soltero
KarouxlineSotelo Flores
Macey Stancliff
Jaclyn Stapleton
Daise Tapia
Desiree Thomas
Emily Valdivia
Gloria Vallarta
Marina Vidaurri
Valerie Villafana
Elizabeth Villalobos
Daisy Whitenack
Roxanna Wilson
Sirui Xu
Brittney Yim
Cody Yu
Hailey Zagheri
Kaitlyn Zeron
Kristen Zois
James Zontek

LaFetra College of Education Dean’s List, Spring 2020
Congratulations to the following students in the 
LaFetra College of Education who received a 
GPA of 3.75 or higher as a full-time student in 
the spring 2020 semester. We applaud and cel-
ebrate your hard work, dedication, and com-
mitment. —Dean Kimberly White-Smith and 
Associate Dean Kristan Venegas
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Indigenous people...
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Clark said that even though 
Los Angeles officials are not lis-
tening to the pleas of the Paiute 
and Tongva, there is hope that 
change could be possible in the 
future. He brings up the fact that 
California celebrated Indige-
nous People’s Day instead of 
Columbus Day as a shift in pub-
lic opinion. 

Jones explained the environ-
mental impact that exploitation 
of natural resources can have. 
Owens Lake used to be a func-
tioning ecosystem that the Tong-
va and Paiute tribes preserved 
because they knew they relied 
on the lake to survive. Now the 
lake is a disaster area that makes 
the air around it toxic. 

“We treat the environment as 
a cash crop,” Jones said. 

Jones said that this isn’t a 
problem unique to California or 
even America; the exploitation 
of the planet’s natural resources 
is going on all over the world. 
He used the destruction of the 
Amazon rainforest as the most 
recent example. 

Jones said that our current 

lifestyles are not compatible 
with the available resources and 
that the system in place for the 
usage of water is not sustain-
able. A philosophical change in 
the exploitation of Earth’s re-
sources needs to occur. It starts 
with not only recycling water 
but also reducing the amount of 
water used.

“It’s going to take a paradigm 
shift,” Jones said. 

The event was then opened 
for discussion with the audience.

Jennifer Salaiza, junior chem-
istry major, expressed her wish 
that where Los Angeles’ water 
comes from should be a part of 
the curriculum taught in schools. 
She said that it would really help 
keep people informed. 

“It’s sad that as natives of 
California, we don’t know 
where we get our water,” Corina 
Ruelas, sophomore criminology 
major, said. “It’s important to 
know about the significance of 
Natives.” 

Sebastian Ibarra can be 
reached at sebastian.ibarra@
laverne.edu.
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