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ULV to keep
tuition steady

Picking the perfect pumpkin

Board votes
no increase
for 2021

Christine Diaz

Mr. Jack O’ Lanterns Pumpkin Patch, on Highland Avenue in Hollywood, is selling a variety
of pumpkins for Halloween, such as the tradi-

tional large, for sale, priced at $20. This is the
perfect place to visit since Fall is officially here
and Halloween is just around the corner.

Voting rights group partners
with ULV to get out the vote
David Gonzalez
Staff Writer
The University’s Office of
Civic and Community Engagement is helping students to become civically engaged by informing them of issues of the
upcoming election and asking
students why they vote in a campaign in partnership with the
Andrew Goodman Foundation.
The Andrew Goodman Foundation is a non-profit, non-partisan organization that seeks
to educate students about their
voting rights and to get them to
be more civically involved, said
Nathalie Du, senior rhetoric and
communications major and ambassador for the Foundation.
“It serves to illustrate that
the student population be more
educated voters as they move
through life,” Du said.
The Andrew Goodman Foundation was founded by the parents of Andrew Goodman, a civil rights worker who was killed
by the Ku Klux Klan during the
Freedom Summer campaign of
1964.
“He devoted his life to getting marginalized and minority
people to go out and vote,” said
Abrelle Negrete, senior education major and Foundation ambassador.
The Foundation reached out
to the University of La Verne
to become one of its partner
schools in the fall of 2018.
The University started actively participating in Spring of
2019, said Myrna Hugo, of the
Office of Civic and Community

Engagement.
Hugo is serving as “campus
champion” for the Foundation.
The partnership allowed the
University to create student ambassadors on campus to help
educate their peers on what is
going on in the world of politics,
Hugo said.
Negrete said that the Foundation focuses on students because
their age group is underrepresented in the polls.

‘People gave up
their life to get us to
where we are now
and get us to begin
to vote, and we aren’t
honoring that legacy
unless we vote.’
—Abrelle Negrete,
senior education
major
“I joined because a lot of
people’s ideas and perspectives
aren’t showing up because we
aren’t voting,” Negrete said.
“We could make change by encouraging people to vote.”
“Voting is a right that every
American has, but not every
American exercises,” Du added.
Between 2012 and today,
only 50% of people ages 18 to
29 voted, according to the United States Census Bureau.
While there was only a 1%
increase in 2016 from 2012,

voters ages 18 to 29 historically
went out to vote during the 2018
midterm elections, with 36% of
people going out to vote from
2014’s 20%, according to the
Census Bureau.
The non-partisan Foundation
is aimed at addressing voter suppression, vs. supporting specific
candidates or issues.
Student ambassadors created
the “I Vote Because” campaign
in collaboration with the Associated Students of University La
Verne.
The campaign encourages
students, faculty and staff to
send a video or written response
to the phrase “I vote because,”
Hugo said.
“We hope it shines a light on
what we have in common and
the importance of voting,” she
added.
The idea for the “I Vote Because” campaign came from
another university that had a
similar campaign, which was
successful, Negrete said.
“When students realize that
this is impactful for people’s
lives, it kind of helps them humanize the reason for voting and
helps them recognize the significance of their vote,” Negrete
said.
Negrete said that she hopes
including responses from the
University’s administration, will
also encourage students to vote.
If you wish to participate in
the I Vote Because campaign,
submissions are accepted by
email at ulv.agf@gmail.com or
at their website at the ULV PorContinued on page 4

know that affordability is a top
student priority.
Mary Aguayo, vice president
of strategic enrollment management, said the tuition freeze with
other revenue shortfalls because
of the pandemic means that budgets will be tight for a while
across the University.
Deja Goode
“Historically tuition increasArts Editor
es have been used to fund increases to salaries, to recruit and
The price of attending the
retain top professors and staff,”
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uate early based on tuition pricUniversity of La Verne act as a
es,” Vasquez said.
voice for the students, and one
For information about finanof their goals was to express the
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Event shines light on immigrants
Jacob Barriga
Staff Writer

Poet and public speaker Yosimar Reyes talked about the
need to change the narrative on
immigrants and how his own experience can be used as insight
into the life and struggles of a
modern, Latino immigrant Oct.
15 via Zoom.
Reyes is currently working
on a one man show called “Prieto,” which reflects Reyes’s life
as a young child sneaking into
America with the help of a coyote, who smugglers that help
immigrants get into the United
States, and the struggle to survive once they are here.
“I want to show the people the true poverty and the
real struggle these people go
through, and it may shine a different light than the usual story
we see today,” Reyes said.
Christian Bracho, co-director
for the Center for Educational
Equity and Intercultural Research, hosted the talk and wanted know how Reyes feels about
how undocumented people are
being portrayed in media, as
portrayed in his project “Finding
Undocujoy.”
“You are working on ‘Finding Undocujoy.’ What is the
goal? Why do you think that
some of the recent narratives
and series about undocumented
people have been focused on the
joyful stories rather than the victim narratives?” Bracho asked.
Reyes explained how a lot
of people want to show strength
and they want to use joy to show
resistance against the struggle,
rather than showing deaths and
violence.
“‘Finding Undocujoy’ was
a video campaign we launched
with Define American, and we
asked undocumented people

screenshot by Jacob Barriga

Yosimar Reyes shows photos of himself and his family from when
they were children during his lecture Oct. 15 via Zoom. His “Findwhat they do for themselves and
makes them feel they are living.
People are surfing, knitting and
riding bikes and we are really
out here,” Reyes said.
“We don’t want to use their
deep traumas or the vulnerability against them. I wanted to
show that we care for each other and we wanted to show some
love for each other,” he said.
Reyes discussed the struggles
of his parents’ generation, working and living in a country that
does not understand them when
they speak and does not listen to
them talk.
“We would have to translate
for our parents just to make sure

they weren’t getting harassed,”
Reyes said. “We just want a
sense of belonging and a sense
of a place to feel wanted and this
country doesn’t always give us
this.”
Reyes went back to visit
Mexico about three years ago
and he experienced culture
shock by the experience.
“You’re in America and
you’re like, ‘Yes, I’m Mexican,
I’m not anything else.’ But I got
to Mexico and it was hot, there
was no wifi and I realized I was
a spoiled pig and how Americanized I was,” Reyes said.
“My ideology and concepts
of justice changed, and I real-

ing Undocujoy” project focused on his experiences as an immigrant
from Mexico and the struggles that came with it.
ized I shouldn’t judge people
because this is the culture and I
have grown up in a different culture,” he said.
Misty Levingston, associate
director of multicultural affairs
and black student services, was
excited and thankful for Reyes
and his lecture.
“You are so dope. Thank you
so much for coming out and
talking to us about your experience,” Levingston said. “You
talked about culture capital and
a lot of people do not talk about
that, can you elaborate on the
importance of having it and discovering it?”
Reyes said he discovered

himself in his undergraduate
program in college and he realized his own story is something
that people can relate to and can
help people find themselves.
As a writer, Reyes wants to
bring people closer to themselves and let them know that
they can do it.
Reyes said he wants to
change the narrative of his own
people and the ones he identifies
with most.
“I want to affirm people more
and I want to provide a brighter
outlook on my people that is my
goal,” Reyes said.
Jacob Barriga can be reached
at jacob.barriga@laverne.edu.

Women discuss what is at stake in 2020 election
Alondra Campos
Staff Writer

The California Commission
on the Status of Women and
Girls, with the California Secretary of State and California
Women Lead, held a panel discussion on the importance of
empowering women to vote on
issues that affect them.
The Oct. 15 on Facebook
Live event, “Your Vote is Your
Voice: What’s In It For Women?” was moderated by LaKenya Jordan, executive director of
California’s Commission on the
Status of Women and Girls.
The panelists were Tamara
Raspberry, assistant deputy Secretary of State; Margita Thompson, board member of California Women Lead; and Alisha
Wilkins, chairwoman of the
California Commission on the
Status of Women and Girls.
Raspberry told the audience
that there are many things at
stake in the Nov. 3 election that
not only affect women but their
families as well.

“We are the backbones of
our communities so everything
is on the line not only for us but
for our children and families,”
Raspberry said. “Voting is a
form of activism for women.”
“There are so many facets
to our lives and there isn’t just
one way women are going to
vote,” Thompson added. “When
you look at women’s and men’s
issues they’re not necessarily
different, but we are affected
differently, such as in job opportunities.”
Wilkins, who is also a business owner, focused on how the
upcoming election could impact
women-run businesses.
“I’ve seen firsthand two women running businesses (which)
had to close their doors this year
due to COVID,” Wilkins said.
“We’re talking about a loss of
income to purchase a new home,
send kids to a new school, etc.
Many women bootstrap their
businesses.”
Jordan asked the panelists
about the increased civic engagement this year and how civ-

il unrest has impacted elections
this year.
Thompson said she is thrilled
to see the progress among the
younger generations in this area.
“My generation (accepted)
the status quo,” Thompson said.
“But this younger generation is
taking initiative and (they) aren’t scared to go against traditional views.”
Raspberry spoke about her
experience mentoring students
at Oakland Tech High School
and how they took on a project
to create meaningful posters.
“These students chose…
some big real world issues like
homelessness, environmental
awareness and police brutality,”
Raspberry said. “I can’t wait for
these kids to run for office someday.”
The discussion also covered becoming allies with other
women, and the importance of
women candidates in elections.
Thompson said she uses social media platforms like LinkedIn to network with other women in businesses.

“I engage with many groups
that support Latina women, especially in the realm of business,
and connect with women both
within and outside of my company,” Thompson said.
Wilkins said she has observed women in leadership positions across the board and has
seen them lift up companies and
organizations.
As the discussion neared its
end, Raspberry offered some
pieces of advice for women who
are looking to call other women

to a discussion or an organization.
“A friend once told me if
they don’t have a seat for you at
a table, bring your own chair,”
Raspberry said. “This movement is happening and we know
who we can count on, and that is
on each other.”
The panel discussion can be
viewed on YouTube at youtube.
com/watch?v=k-EpXjdEunY.
Alondra Campos can be
reached at alondra.campos@
laverne.edu.

Campus Times Online
The award-winning Campus Times
online edition is updated throughout
the week with event coverage and
breaking news.
Visit lvcampustimes.org for current and past stories, and additional
columns and blogs.
You can like us on Facebook
and follow us on Twitter @lvcampustimes and Instagram
@campustimes for all the latest updates on local and on-campus news. Send us story ideas over social media or email to
ctimes@laverne.edu.
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Four 2020 ballot
propositions explained
W
ith only two weeks left until the election, it
is essential that voters are informed of the
most critical and impactful propositions on
the California ballot. Every single proposition on the
ballot will have lasting impacts on citizens across the
state, and being correctly informed is key to voting on
these issues.
• Proposition 15, known as the Tax on Commercial
and Industrial Properties for Education and Local Government Funding Initiative, would require commercial
and industrial properties, except those zoned as commercial agriculture, to be taxed based on their market
value, rather than their purchase price. This increased
tax would only apply to commercial properties worth
more than $3 million dollars.
Proposition 15 would bring anywhere from $6.5
billion to $11.5 billion in new funding to local governments and schools per year. Most importantly, however, it would start to unravel the tax cap that Proposition
13 has put on commercial properties since it passed in
1978. According to the state Legislative Analyst’s Office, market values in California tend to increase faster
than 2 percent a year, yet Proposition 13 limits commercial property tax to no more than 1 percent of the
purchase price.
Large companies such as Disneyland and Intel have
been paying commercial property taxes based on a purchase value that goes as back as 1976. This means that
the amount of taxes they should be paying is distinctively greater than what they are paying now. It is essential
to vote yes on Proposition 15 to ensure big corporations
which can afford pay their fair share of property taxes
do so, and not stand behind outdated tax laws that selfishly benefit them.
• Proposition 17 is another extremely influential
proposition on this year’s ballot. This proposition would
restore voting rights to parolees before fully completing
their parole sentence in California.
The parole system is implemented in order to help
prisoners transition back into society. Parolees have to
pay taxes, care for their families and find a stable job.
Despite all of this, California is one of only three states
that requires a prisoner to complete their parole sentence before gaining back the right to vote.
These individuals already served their time in prison
and earned parole. Their humanity and, most importantly their fundamental right to vote, should not be stripped
away after serving their time. By voting yes and restoring the right to vote for these individuals, they can become more engaged in their communities and actually
have a say in the laws that govern them.
• Proposition 22 would exclude drivers for app based
companies – like Uber, Lyft, Postmates and more – from

requirements that they be treated as full employees. This
would let the companies to classify these drivers as independent contractors, allowing them to skirt basic state
employment requirements, such as providing minimum
wage and health insurance protections.
Supporters of Proposition 22 say it would give independent drivers an hourly minimum wage that is 120%
higher than California’s current minimum wage, according to CalMatters. At first glance, this seems like a
benefit, but drivers would only be paid for time actually
driving, not the time between gigs. That means that in
practice, drivers would only expect a $5.64 hourly wage
for their time, according to the UC Berkeley Labor Center.
Some drivers would also be given a health insurance
stipend that can be used to purchase their own insurance and medical and disability benefits – but only if a
driver is injured during a gig. Despite these additional
benefits, the gig workers would not have the usual state
law protections, including social security, normal reimbursements for the cost of working, overtime pay and
the right to organize and unionize.
The writers of the proposition also snuck in a clause
requiring an unheard of seven-eighths supermajority of
the legislature to make any amendments to the proposition. If passed, this sets a dangerous precedent of companies being allowed to buy laws for their own benefit
that strip workers’ rights and are legally immune to government oversight.
The Proposition 22 campaign made history by being
the most expensive initiative campaign in U.S. history,
with large companies like Uber, Lyft, DoorDash, InstaCart and Postmates donating a combined $184.3 million, according to Ballotpedia.
Vote no on Proposition 22 to protect large companies
from buying laws and to protect drivers’ rights.
• Proposition 23 will require kidney dialysis clinics
to have a minimum of one physician present during all
operating hours, and to report unsafe health conditions
to the state. It also calls for operators to get approval
from the state’s health department before closing a clinic, and prohibits clinics from discriminating against patients based on insurance type. It ensures clean, healthy
clinics and that every patient will get equal treatment.
According to Calmatters, kidney failure is a growing
health concern in California. Over 80,000 Californians
depend on dialysis treatment and this is a step in the
right direction to give people access to affordable health
care, and keeping the people safe.
Knowledge is the key to voting on propositions in
this year’s ballot. Human rights, health care, tax increases and workers’ rights are only some of the issues that
this year’s ballot addresses. So go out and vote!
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Alumni speak about importance of service
Sebastian Ibarra
Staff Writer
Service and connection were
the themes of the Walking the
Leo Walk event Saturday for
students and alumni to discuss
the roles of public servants and
how they have chosen to enact
change in their communities.
The event was held over
Zoom and Facebook Live.
University of La Verne alumni Benny Ayala, Brittany Allison, Sal Medina, Jackie Perez
and Jacqueline Elizalde served
as panelists during the discussion.
Allison, vice president of the
Social Justice Advocacy Project,
said that she has always been involved in her community from a
young age.
She said she believes that
anyone can be a public servant
because it does not take any
qualifications to be involved in
your community.
“I felt as if this was something that I had to do,” Allison

said. “It was literally a compulsion.”
Ayala, district representative
for state Sen. Connie Leyva,
got involved in public service
through volunteering at an afterschool program.
Ayala said this service gave
him the passion to do more.
He said the job of a public
servant is to see the issues that
do not come up often and to help
the people who are not being
heard.
Medina, owner of Packing
House Wines in Claremont, is
running for a seat on the Claremont City Council. Medina said
that seeing the leaders on the
University campus and in Greek
life inspired him to strive for a
position of leadership as well.
“If I could do just 1% of what
that person is doing, I’ll be OK,”
Medina said.
He said that starting out small
in leadership or public service is
great because that 1% will build
to 5%, 20%, and so on.
Medina knows the impact

that a good role model can have
on a person who really needs it.
He said he was a troubled
kid and that he was helped by so
many great people that put him
on the right path.
Now he feels that it is his
time to help others.
“For every minute you give
away, you get two back in return,” Medina said.
Ayala said that as someone
gets involved in the political
world, they are more engaged
with other people in your community.
He said that public servants
see people trying to make their
community better, and there is
hope that something better will
come out of it.
“What community means to
me is compassion, hope, and
love,” Ayala said.
Allison said that community
means everyone coming together for a common goal. She said
she hopes people can come together for a collective solution
rather than seeing which side of

Rudolf reconnects with love
for music at faculty lecture
Professor of Law Emeritus
Kenneth Rudolf gave his last
lecture via Webex with 32 people in attendance on Tuesday.
Along with his lecture, he entertained the audience by playing
the organ.
Rudolf said he chose to make
his last lecture a concert because
he wanted to make it interesting
for his viewers.
“Why don’t I just do something that reflects both my past
and what I hope my future will
be, which is do some music for
you since that’s really been a part
of my life and a part that I’ve not
been able to keep up that much,
particularly in the last few years
and hope to do more with,” Rudolf said.
Kevin Marshall, dean of the
College of Law, introduced him
at the lecture.
Rudolf joined the College of

Law in 2002.
But before that he had a music career, including a doctorate
in historical musicology from
the University of Washington
and serving as organist and
choir director at Branford First
Congregational Church in Connecticut.
He said he wanted to showcase that side of his career in his
lecture.
“I want to get back into music
much more in-depth because my
skill set has dropped a whole lot.
I used to be a whole lot better,”
Rudolf said.
He performed five different
songs: “Toccata and Fugue in
D Minor” and “Wake, Awake,
a Voice is Calling” by Johann
Sebastian Bach, two movements
from “Organ Sonata No. 1” by
Felix Mendelssohn, “Adagio
for Strings” by Samuel Barber

and “Carillon de Westminster”
by Louis Vierne.
Charnpreet Takher, a sophomore history major, attended the
lecture and expressed how much
he enjoyed it.
“The organ recital was amazing. Personally, I had never
heard an organ being played
before and I had very little
knowledge about the organ and
its sounds. It was nice to get the
extra background information
on the organ and how the pieces
and sounds changed over time,”
he said.
Takher also said he loved
how passionate Rudolf was
about music.
“It’s amazing how as a musician, he must have an intimate
knowledge of his organ and all
the sounds it creates,” Tahker
said.
—Gabriella Cummings

Voting rights...
Continued from page 1
tal.
The last day to participate in
the I Vote Because campaign is
Oct. 26, but submissions will
still be accepted after the date,
Negrete said.
Submissions should be posted within a week or so, Du said.
Collaboration with other organizations is important to the
success of the campaign, Hugo
said.
Other initiatives to get the
University community enthusiastic about voting included a
presidential debate watch party
Thursday, hosted by the political
science department.
When the partnership with
the Andrew Goodman Founda-

tion began, the ambassadors set
up booths on campus to answer
questions about voting.
Now that everything is online, these booths have moved
online as well, Negrete said.
They had planned to make
the University an authorized
voting center, Negrete said.
But the pandemic put those
plans on hold for now, Negrete
said.
Negrete said she got involved
with this project to honor the
legacy of those who fought for
voting rights.
“People gave up their life to
get us to where we are now and
get us to begin to vote, and we
aren’t honoring that legacy un-

less we vote,” Negrette said.
“Join us...share your voice,”
Hugo said. “Whatever your reason is, it is an important voice
and your voice does matter…
Everyone comes to the table
with different ideas and a different agenda. The work being
done becomes even more sweet
when we get the participation
from our community.”
For voting resources visit the
Office of Civic and Community
Engagement website at laverne.
edu/engagement and follow the
ULV Andrew Goodman Foundation Instagram @ulv.agf.
David Gonzalez can be
reached at david.gonzalez9@
laverne.edu.

an argument wins.
Medina said that community is all about positive energy,
and the feeling of walking into
a community where you want to
be for a long time.
“We are sharing a space on
this Earth, and we belong on this
Earth together,” Medina said.
Perez, code as a second language coordinator at the Hispanic Heritage Foundation, said
community is a place where everyone is welcomed, included
and heard.
Perez said for her, community feels like a family.
Ayala said the hardest part of
public service is that it is draining both mentally and physically.
He said that a public servant
is often away from their family, the whole community is involved in their personal lives,
and everything they do impacts
their community.
Allison said that the work of
a public servant is never done,
and that often times they can not
measure the impact of the work
they are doing.
She said that no matter how
much time and effort a public
servant puts into something,
there is always more to do.
“Press on and do the good

work knowing you have an effect on your community,” Allison said.
Elizalde, transitional assistance department for the county
of San Bernardino Human Social Services, is also a candidate
for mayor of Pomona.
She said the hardest part of
public service is taking a stand
on an issue that is not going to
please everyone in the community.
Ayala’s advice for those seeking a place in public service is to
speak to someone who has experience as a public servant.
Building relationships with
experienced people and interning in local community organizations is the best way to see
how things are done in the public sector.
“Know the time and energy
required of you. Then double
your expectations and that becomes your reality,” Medina
said.
Walking the Leo Walk was
hosted by the Office of Civic
and Community Engagement.
The event was part of the
Office of Alumni Engagement’s
Game On! Weekend.
Sebastian Ibarra can be
reached at sebastian.ibarra@
laverne.edu.

Actor discusses
discrimination

Actor and activist Monti
Washington spoke on discrimination and the social implications during the “Which Lives
Matter” event, Oct. 14 via
Zoom.
About 25 attended the event,
which was sponsored by the
Campus Activities Board.
Washington said the world
we live in currently has growing issues of diversity and inclusivity, and many people are
not addressing these issues or
having the necessary conversations around them.
“By not normalizing these
hard conversations we are allowing ignorance to permeate,”
Washington said. He said he
prioritizes these conversations.
“These conversations ...
need to be talked about to be
able to grow and educate yourself,” said Melissa Ochoa, junior political science major
who coordinated the event for
CAB.
Washington said judgments
about a person’s race are made
because we do not know their
story, and there is a tendency to
dehumanize one another which
can make it harder to relate
because it pushes to dismiss,
deny, and divide.
“We dismiss someone’s
feelings which leads to denying
their experience and finally dividing us because of our differences,” Washington said. “This
is done through implicit bias
and microaggressions.”

Implicit bias and microaggressions are actions based on
stereotypes associated with
certain groups of people, Washington said. Even small comments could have major implications that may be unnoticed
by those who are making those
statements.
“We don’t treat each other as
people and we don’t see people
as people because of the color
of your skin or sexual orientation, or gender expression,”
said Washington.
Washington also brought up
the notion of privilege and the
ways in which we all inhabit
spaces differently in the world.
For instance, a woman’s experience in the world will differ
from a man’s experience.
“Me being a male in a
male-dominated society means
I have privilege and I learned
this by being called out for
some of the sexist comments
I made inadvertently,” Washington said. “It didn’t occur to
me because I thought women
walked the same way I did.”
Unnoticed privilege can
lead to conflict between people
who do not have the same experiences.
“Come from a place of love
and understanding. No matter
how ignorant, racist, homophobic, sexist, etc., coming from a
place of love helps understand
the other side,” Washington
said.
—Cheyenne Vargas

