
Alondra Campos
News Editor

The University of La Verne 
could move to a 17-week se-
mester with two 8-week terms 
embedded beginning Fall 2021, 
following a Faculty Senate 
vote Monday in support of the 
change.

This calendar resolution ad-
dresses University–Department 
of Education compliance and 
financial aid concerns, as well 
as putting most University pro-
grams on the same schedule, of-
ficials said. 

“This change in our calendar 
schedule would allow flexibility 
for students, allow registration 
across terms, and allow under-
graduates to take grad classes 
before they finish their bache-
lor’s degrees,” said Kathy Dun-
can, professor of management.

Juli Minoves-Triquell, chair-
man of the undergraduate aca-
demic policies committee, said 
the schedule change would be 
better for students and profes-
sors.

“The majority of UGAP was 
in favor of the calendar reso-
lution and it would be best for 
ULV to be in accordance with 

more of a common schedule,” 
said Minoves-Triquell, associate 
professor of political science. 

In addition, if passed, the cal-
endar resolution could generate 
significant savings that approx-
imate to $1.5 million through 
“scheduling efficiencies,” said 
Mary Aguayo, vice president 
of strategic enrollment manage-
ment.

While some Faculty Senate 
members expressed concerns 
about shortening 10-week terms 
to eight weeks, Provost Jonathan 
Reed tried to reassure them. 

“If you don’t think you could 
go from 10 weeks to eight weeks 
then you have the option to em-
bed in two eight-week modules, 
or go for an entire 17 weeks,” 
Reed said.

Another more heated cal-
endar issue faculty will take in 
coming weeks, has to do with 
moving the University’s January 
term to May. 

Faculty and students said the 
University should think hard be-
fore making this change.

Christine Broussard, profes-
sor of biology, said moving Jan-
uary term to May could make 
some special classes prohibitive. 

“We have students who travel 
during the Jan term who may not 
have the chance to travel outside 
of the term,” Broussard said. 

“Faculty and students also 
do research during Jan term that 
help them progress and prepare 
for graduation,” she added.  

The Associated Students of 

the University of La Verne sur-
veyed undergraduate students 
last month about this prospect.

According to the survey, 
over 89% of the students who 
responded said they preferred 
to keep the one month term in 
January, and over 93% said they 
enjoyed the month-long term 
during the month of January. 

“Jan term has been really 
useful for all undergraduates,” 
Sarah Morales, ASULV presi-
dent, said. “Whether we take a 
class or not, that month has so 
many different purposes for us.”

Many undergraduates said  
that January term was one of the 
reasons they chose to attend the 
University in the first place, said 
Morales.

“Our student athletes also 
appreciate Jan term because 
it serves them as a break be-
tween seasons, something they 
wouldn’t have if the term was 
moved to May,” Morales added.

“I don’t feel comfortable 
making a decision based on 
the faculty’s perspectives on 
what will be best for students,” 
Broussard said.

On Thursday the Provost’s 
office sent out its own survey 
seeking student input on possi-
ble changes to the University’s 
academic calendar.

The Faculty Assembly is ex-
pected to vote on the topic at its 
Nov. 18 meeting.

Alondra Campos can be 
reached at alondra.campos@
laverne.edu.
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Taking a breather

Max Sierra

The five-mile long loop trail at Claremont Wil-
derness Park offers scenic views and a chance 
for visitors to stay active and fit during the pan-
demic. The park is open from dawn to dusk ev-

ery day and the city of Claremont has instituted 
social distancing requirements and a number of 
other COVID-19 safety precautions. See story 
on page 3.

Senior examines
food insecurity

Jacob Barriga
Staff Writer

More than half of the Univer-
sity of La Verne students who 
responded to a recent survey on 
food insecurity said they some-
times skip meals, and two-thirds 
said they couldn’t afford to buy 
enough groceries. 

The survey, taken among 63 
University of La Verne students 
– who regularly or occasion-
ally used the Leo Food Pantry, 
the on-campus food bank – was 
conducted during spring semes-
ter 2020, by senior biology ma-
jor Aleah Reaza for her senior 
project. 

Reaza shared her findings 
with a virtual audience of 30 
during a recent campus presen-
tation via Zoom.

Food insecurity, which stems 
from a lack of financial stabili-
ty, can affect mental health, ac-
ademic performance, and the 
social lives of college students, 
Reaza told her audience last 
month. 

Reaza’s survey was conduct-
ed through the Leo Food Pantry 
email list– of 110 monthly users 
and 11 walk-up users. Among 63 
student respondents, 39 reported 
skipping meals, and 44 said they 
couldn’t afford the groceries 
they needed monthly. 

Reaza’s survey mirrors state 
and national trends.  Accord-
ing to the California Student 
Aid Commission, in 2019 about 
one-in-three California college 
students experienced food inse-
curity.

According to the Hope Cen-
ter for College, Community and 
Justice, the problem has only 
gotten worse since the start of 
the COVD-19 pandemic. 

Reaza said she was inspired 
to do this research on campus 
after working for the non-profit 
XO Donations, an organization 
she started in early 2019 with 
other college students to bring 

essentials to needy families. 
Through this work, Reaza said 
she came in contact with fami-
lies who were either homeless 
or on the verge of homelessness 
struggling to get by every day. 

Reaza wanted to see how her 
fellow students may be affected 
the same way. 

“I have seen some people re-
ally struggle with food insecuri-
ty, so my mentor and I thought it 
would be a good idea to see how 
food insecurity affects students 
at the University,” Reaza said.

Reaza’s study also found: 
• More than 50% of partici-

pants are bound to their budget 
and cannot afford to buy food 
when their initial food supply 
runs out;

• More than 50% of the par-
ticipants have to skip meals or 
reduce meal size to get through 
the month;

• More than 50% of the par-
ticipants reported food insecu-
rity as having had a negative 
impact on their academic perfor-
mance.

Reaza said she wants the 
University to do more to provide 
relief to those in need. 

She suggested a comment 
box, which would allow stu-
dents to get things off their chest 
without necessarily having to 
talk to anyone.

She believes this could help 
relieve some mental stress 
caused by financial stress and 
food insecurity. 

As of right now, about 110 
people use the on-campus food 
pantry each month. 

Though there are probably 
many more ULV students who 
suffer from food insecurity, 
which research finds leads to 
a decline in academic perfor-
mance.

Reaza offered additional sug-
gestions for how the University 
can provide assistance to those 
in need.

“My first suggestion would 
be a grocery and recipe class 
that would take someone’s bud-
get and help them create a gro-
cery list, and can show them 
some meals they can make for 
the month,” said Reaza. 

Reaza said that through class-

Faculty group to consider 
sweeping calendar changes
Jan term 
could move 
to May

Study finds 
struggles
on campus

Continued on page 2
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Zhao serenades lecture audience

screenshot by Christine Diaz

Grace Xia Zhao performs “Summerland (Three 
Visions)” by William Grant Still during her 
faculty lecture Tuesday via Zoom. Her lecture, 
“Why Recreational Piano Matters on a College 
Campus: Lessons Learned While on Sabbati-

cal,” included her research on the importance 
of recreational music for students’ academic 
performance and well-being. It was presented 
to an audience of 15 students, faculty and staff 
members.

Panelists discuss
Armenian genocide
Jacob Barriga
Staff Writer

A panel of six, put together 
by third-year law student Ra-
quel Parseghian, discussed the 
severity of the events in Azer-
baijan and the current second 
genocide against the Armenian 
people last week during a virtual 
presentation. The conflicts stem 
from Turkey’s desire to expand 
their geographical area into the 
Armenian land.

Azerbaijan is now receiving 
weapons from Turkey to fight 
off the Armenian rebellions and 
it is becoming a one-sided fight 
and the repercussions of this 
could be devastating.

“This is do or die for us. 
There is no ‘what if we lose,’ we 
must win” Parseghian said. 

Panelist Jason Niedleman, 
professor of political science, 
said the Armenian people are 
fighting the war of their life and 
it is starting to become unfair.

Azerbaijan is using their 
wealth to acquire weapons from 
Turkey to fight the Armenian 
people and it is becoming hard 
for the Armenian people to resist 
their attacks, Niedleman said.

“Azerbaijan is using their 
oil wealth to purchase drones 
from Turkey, and they are now 
fighting an unjust war. Turkey is 
changing from a democratic so-
ciety to an authoritarian power”  
Neidleman said.

This act of genocide is the 
second in the last century with 
the first coming about 100 years 
ago when Russia and Stalin gave 
Armenian land to Azerbaijan. 

A few years ago, the Arme-
nians fought back by overthrow-
ing the Azerbaijan government 
in the Velvet Revolution.

Attacks from Azerbaijan 
have been consistent since and 
there has been little to no help 
from the United Nations or any 
of the big powers in the world. 

Panelist Juli Minoves- 
Triquell, associate professor 
of political science, said he be-
lieves there is virtually no solu-
tion to the conflict at the mo-

ment. 
“The United Nations has 

attempted to unite the two par-
ties unsuccessfully,” Minoves- 
Triquell said. “And at this point, 
the situation may be too compli-
cated for a diplomatic solution.”

Armenian people in the Unit-
ed States are pushing to bring 
awareness, educate and move 
people to support their fami-
ly members who are fighting 
for their lives half-way across 
the world, said panelist Daron 
Kachatourian, a business pro-
fessor at Glendale Community 
College. He explained the three 
areas in which the average per-
son can show their support. 

“We must avert a second 
genocide of the Armenian peo-
ple they have suffered once and 
cannot afford another” Kacha-
tourian said. “Second, we can 
help by giving a tailwind to sus-
tainable justice to these people, 
they want the right for indepen-
dence and self-determination 
with their neighbors. Lastly, we 
can provide humanitarian aid.” 

Kachatourian also explained 
how the American people must 
spread awareness to their peers 
because of the lack of coverage 
the U.S. media has on these Ar-
menian conflicts through peace-
ful protest and social media.

The Armenian activists in 
America are hoping to get more 
coverage as they continue to 
demonstrate their concern for 
the war through these peaceful 
actions. Yet, without the proper 
incentives, people will not be 
willing to help.

“I have two motivators for 
the average American, your ac-
tions now will provide a tangi-
ble step towards a more just, hu-
mane and sane world. Also, we 
cannot afford selective activism. 
When people are silent in the 
face of injustice of others, we 
run the risk of facing injustice in 
solitude when it affects our own 
lives” Kachatourian said. 

For more information, visit 
armeniafund.org.

Jacob Barriga can be reached 
at jbarriga@laverne.edu.

Gabriella Cummings
Staff Writer

The Latino Student Forum 
held its annual Dia de los Muer-
tos celebration for students over 
Zoom with 23 participants last 
week. 

Dia de los Muertos, which 
means Day of the Dead, is a hol-
iday that originated in Mexico 
for which families honor their 
loved ones who have died.

On the Nov. 2 holiday, the 
veil between the afterlife and the 
real world is down, and you can 
be connected with those loved 
ones. 

People put up altars with 
their pictures and other symbols 
of the holiday.

Students who reserved their 
space in advance of the Oct. 30 
event received a giveaway box 
of items that represented the cul-
tural celebration of Dia de los 
Muertos. 

The box included a frame, 

papel picado, a sugar skull, can-
dy, and a candle – so they could 
make their own altars for loved 
ones who died.

The presentation taught par-
ticipants about each item in the 
box.  And participants shared 
how they honor the holiday.

LSF Marketing Director 
Amanda Ontiveros, junior psy-
chology major who worked on 
putting the event together, said 
such an in-person event was im-
portant to connect students and 
the community. 

“Families welcome back the 
souls of their deceased loved 
ones with food, drinks, and cel-
ebration,” Ontiveros said. “Dia 
de los Muertos is more of a joy-
ful and happy holiday filled with 
bright colors.”

LSF President Jessica Car-
illo, junior criminology major, 
also worked on the event. 

“With the cultural and racial 
environment that we’re living in 
right now because of the current 
president and the racial tension 
that he’s caused …  it’s import-
ant to emphasize how beautiful 
the Latinx culture really is, and 
just try to turn something nega-
tive into a positive and get peo-
ple together,” Carillo said.

After the discussion, partici-
pants watched “Coco,” the 2017 

Academy Award-winning ani-
mated movie about Dia De Los 
Muertos.

Carina Baca, a junior psy-
chology and political science 
major, said it is so important for 
students to keep in touch with 
their traditions, and allow Lat-
inx students to learn about this 
particular celebration. 

“Having events like these on-
line still holds tremendous value 
as it allows students to still have 
that connection with others and 
celebrate the good throughout 
all this turmoil,” she said. 

For more information on 
the Latino Student Forum, vis-
it laverne.campuslabs.com/ 
engage/organization/lsf.

Gabriella Cummings 
can be reached at gabriella. 
cummings@laverne.edu.

The award-winning Campus Times 
online edition is updated throughout 
the week with event coverage and 
breaking news.

Visit lvcampustimes.org for cur-
rent and past stories, and additional 
columns and blogs.

You can like us on Facebook 
and follow us on Twitter @lvcampustimes and Instagram  
@campustimes for all the latest updates on local and on-cam-
pus news. Send us story ideas over social media or email to 
ctimes@laverne.edu.

Campus TImes onLIne

CorreCTIons
The Campus Times is 

committed to accuracy. 
When we make mistakes, 
however, it is our policy 
to correct them as soon 
as they are brought to 
our attention. If you find 
a mistake in the Campus 
Times, please let us know 
at ctimes@laverne.edu.

Dia de los Muertos traditions 
continue in remote celebration

Food insecurity...
Continued from page 1
es like this, students can learn 
how to budget their funds better 
and can get through the month 
easier. 

Even with the resources 
available, such as the food bank, 
there is a stigma that prevents 
people from being comfortable 
with receiving the help they 
need, Reaza said. She added that 
students also might not reach 
out for help because they feel as 
if they are overreacting to their 
own struggles with food and fi-
nances. 

Zandra Wagoner, university 
chaplain and assistant profes-
sor of philosophy and religion, 
works with student volunteers 
for the pantry, and they have 
taken some steps to counter the 
stigma and invite students to use 

the pantry if needed. 
“We have worked on promot-

ing the pantry and changing the 
stigma of its use,” Wagoner said. 
“We have done some events and 
other advertisements to try and 
get people to come and see the 
pantry in case some are in need.”

Sarah Rodman-Alvarez, di-
rector of the Lewis Center for 
Well-Being and Research, said 
they are also trying to provide 
better and healthier options for 
students who use the Leo Pantry 
teaming up with local gardens 
and applying for grants that can 
provide the university with its 
own farmer’s market.

“The idea is to have com-
munity-supported agriculture in 
which we find a local farm that 
makes farm boxes in hopes that 

we can supplement the costs of 
these resources,” Rodman-Al-
varez said. “And we want to 
provide availability and create 
a culture of good food on cam-
pus.”

Rodman-Alvarez said the 
University applied for a grant to 
execute this plan, however since 
the pandemic hit, the application 
was put on hold and the school 
must wait until it returns to nor-
mal business.

“We have to think a few 
years in advance and stay pos-
itive,” she said. “Creating that 
healthy environment and spirit 
of togetherness is something the 
university is striving for in the 
future.” 

Jacob Barriga can be reached 
at jacob.barriga@laverne.edu.



Deja Goode
Arts Editor

The Claremont Wilderness Park Five Mile Loop 
Trail has given people a sense of normalcy despite the 
complications caused by the pandemic.

Claremont Wilderness Park reopened in May with 
new social distancing guidelines to keep hikers safe. 
The park installed trekking signs to direct traffic that 
hikers are required to fol-
low. 

Parking and amenities 
such as water fountains and 
restrooms have been closed 
to avoid crowding. 

I went to the trail this 
weekend, and it was filled 
with mask-wearing couples 
looking for the enjoyment 
of being outside.

The warmth from the sun and sounds of the birds 
chirping on the trail created such a calming atmo-
sphere and pushed me to complete the entire hike as I 
was enjoying the scenery too much to stop. 

Brayan Herrera, a Pomona resident, said he likes to 
hike in the morning because he enjoys the essence of 
nature.

“The air is so crisp and everything is just beautiful,” 
Herrera said. “I have been coming to this trail since I 
was in middle school and I still enjoy it every time I’m 
here.”

The trail is easy to navigate through as the path-
ways are wide, which are perfect for social distancing. 
Along the sides of the trail is a variety of colorful rocks 
where small lizards and interesting bugs roam. 

For every mile, there is a bench waiting for those 
who need to relax and catch their breath. I pushed my-

self past the first checkpoint and continued up the hills. 
The pathways stagger from hills to flat lands, and I 
must admit that my calves were on fire.

At the second checkpoint, I decided to rest for a few 
minutes and regain the strength in my legs.

There is a beautiful view of the city and the tranquil 
sounds of the trees swaying in the wind.

The sounds of the city could hardly be heard from 
where the bench tables were, but everything could be 

seen so clearly. 
New hiker Angelena Mendoza, an Upland resident, 

rested at the bench too after a long run up the trail. 
“I usually come here with my mom to run so I was 

very excited to hear that they opened the trail back up,” 
Mendoza said. 

Mendoza mentioned her lack of interest in physical 
activity, but hiking the Claremont Trail is one opportu-
nity she will never pass up.

“There’s just something really cool about being able 
to come out here when I can now,” Mendoza said. “I 
hope things go back to normal so I can bring the rest of 
my family again.”

As the trail increased in elevation, I crossed paths 
with many people who run this trail as a part of their 
daily routines. 

Ernesto Rodela, a UC Riverside student who lives 
in Pomona, shared his progress since he started hiking 

the Claremont Loop regularly.  
“I was worried about my endurance dying out when 

the Loop was closed but I was able to pick up right 
where I left off,” Rodela said.

Rodela mentioned that the first few times he hiked 
the Claremont Loop he struggled and wasn’t able to 
complete the five mile trail. Now, he said he knows the 
trail like the back of his hand. 

“I feel like this is the best way to get started with 
getting active, especially if it’s 
something you aren’t used to,” 
Rodela said.

The return to my starting point 
was easy. I ran down the hills and 
reached my destination in half the 
time it took me to hike up.

As someone who has struggled to 
be active during the pandemic, this 
trail became my new favorite spot 

to engage in physical activity and be outside in a safe 
manner.

Admission information for the Loop and Claremont 
Wilderness Park, along with guidelines and maps, 
can be found at ci.claremont.ca.us/government/
departments-divisions/human-services/parks/ 
claremont-hills-wilderness-park-chwp.

Deja Goode can be reached at deja.goode@ 
laverne.edu.

opInIons
 Page 3 Campus TImes  November 6, 2020

LeTTers To The edITor
The Campus Times encourages readers to sub-

mit letters to the editors regarding topics covered 
in the paper. Letters should be no more than 400 
words in length and are due by Tuesday at 3 p.m. 
The Campus Times reserves the right to edit let-
ters for clarity, space and libel. Letters may be 
sent to ctimes@laverne.edu.

With the recent controversial and highly par-
tisan confirmation of Justice Amy Coney 
Barrett, it is important now more than ever to 

increase the size of the Supreme Court.
The court is currently packed with six conservative 

justices, leaving only three liberal justices. This allows 
the court to make any decision in a partisan way. In or-
der to prevent the court from making partisan decisions, 
increasing the size of the Supreme Court would promote 
fairness when life-changing decisions are being made.

This divide is the result of the hyper-partisan politi-
cal maneuvering behind the last three appointments, led 
by Senate Majority Leader Mitch McConnell.

Following the death of Justice Antonin Scalia in 
2016, McConnell refused to move forward with hear-
ings to confirm Merrick Garland, President Barack 
Obama’s nomination to replace Scalia. McConnell held 
the seat open for more than a year until new President 
Donald Trump nominated Neil Gorsuch in 2017.

This was followed by the contentious nomination of 
Brett Kavanaugh, who was confirmed with the lowest 
level of Senate support in history in 2018.

Barrett’s confirmation last week was rushed by Mc-
Connell and accompanied by public statements from 
Trump that her confirmation was essential to ensure his 
victory in lawsuits he intended to file following Tues-
day’s presidential election.

These three joined a court that also included Chief 
Justice John Roberts and Justice Samuel Alito, both ap-
pointed by President George W. Bush.

That means that five of the current nine justices were 
appointed by presidents who had lost the popular vote 

in their elections. This, along with public opinion polls 
showing the unpopularity of many of the court’s recent 
decisions, shows that the make-up of the court does not 
reflect the will of the public.

The number of Supreme Court justices is not fixed 
by the Constitution. There is no reason for the Supreme 
Court to continue to consist of nine justices.

Historical precedence shows that the number of jus-
tices has fluctuated since the Supreme Court was first 
established in 1789. The court started with six justices, 
and its membership fluctuated between five and 10 for 
most of the following century. By 1869, the number had 
settled to nine. However, since then, the court has op-
erated with eight justices for several extended periods 
during vacancies, most recently in 2016-2017 while 
McConnell played politics with Scalia’s empty seat.

A reasonable solution would be to tie the number 
of Supreme Court seats to the number of regional U.S. 
Courts of Appeals, with Supreme Court justices being 
selected from each regional court to ensure broad geo-
graphic representation. As the size of the country has 
grown, so have the number of regional courts, which 
currently stands at 13. 

As the second-highest level of the federal judiciary 
has expanded to support the growth of the United States, 
so should the highest court in the land.

With how divisive politics is in today’s political cli-
mate, having accurate representation is of the utmost 
importance, especially when the Supreme Court makes 
decisions that affect everyone. The call for increasing 
the size of the Supreme Court is the best possible way to 
accommodate the climate we are currently in.

Supreme Court’s size 
should be increased
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First Person Experience

Hiking trail brings calm during pandemic chaos

The trail is easy to navigate through as the pathways are wide, which are 
perfect for social distancing. Along the sides of the trail is a variety of 

colorful rocks where small lizards and interesting bugs roam.




