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Grant
benefits
students

CAB celebrates origins of rock

Jaydelle Herbert
Staff Writer

screenshot by Rachel Kendrick

Singer-songwriter Yaniza performs her original songs as well as
covers Feb. 18 at the Campus Activities Board’s Origins of Rock
and Roll event in celebration of Black History Month held via

Zoom. Along with the performance, there was a brief presentation
on the history of rock and roll music and the importance of Black
artists in its development.

Speaker explains pandemic history
Alondra Campos
Editorial Director
Vito Imbasciani, secretary
of the California Department of
Veterans Affairs, spoke about
the scientific history of the
coronavirus, the future of the
COVID-19 vaccine and how
the ongoing pandemic has shed
light on the existing disparities
in health care found in low-income communities on Wednesday during a lecture hosted by
the International Studies Institute.
Imbasciani completed medical school from the University
of Vermont College of Medicine
and did his surgical and urologic
residencies at Yale-New Haven
Hospital and the West Haven,
VA Hospital.
He received his master’s and
doctorate from Cornell University.
Imbasciani is also part of California Gov. Gavin Newsom’s
COVID-19 vaccine task force.
Before starting his lecture,
Imbasciani stressed the im-

portance of having a scientific
background and knowledge as a
politician.
“People who are thinking
about careers in government, advising government, or lobbying
government must have a basic
understanding of science,” Imbasciani said.
“They must understand the
issues that come with tampering
with the environment and know
how to create a better future,” he
said.
To provide scientific background on the virus, Imbasciani
explained how viruses are created and then replicated through
RNA strands.
“The basic law of biology is
that DNA makes RNA which
then makes a protein,” Imbasciani said. “The SARS-CoV-2
virus is an RNA protein created
by an RNA strand.”
RNA viruses mutate at a faster rate than DNA viruses due
to the lack of special proteins
called proteases, which “proofread” and correct errors within
RNA strands, said Imbasciani.
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The coronavirus dates back
to the 1920s when it was first
identified in chickens, but it was
not until the 1960s when the first
human was infected with the virus.
Due to its shape resembling
a crown, the virus was named
coronavirus in 1971.
“Each spike on the virus is
made of two proteins, and the
cup itself is made of S1 pro-

teins,” Imbasciani said. “As
soon as the virus touches the
wall of the cell or lining in your
nose, our cells allow a protease
protein to cut the spike in half
and the fragment then enters the
host cell.”
Imbasciani
said
the
COVID-19 vaccine is being
made to specifically target the
spikes of the virus due to the
Continued on page 5

Janoyan to take
helm as new provost

The University of La Verne
will welcome Kerop Janoyan
as provost and vice president of
academic affairs starting April
1.
Janoyan, currently dean of
the graduate school at Clarkson
University in New York, who
was chosen following an extensive interview process, will replace current Provost Jonathan
Reed, who will return to the
faculty as professor of religion.
Janoyan is also a professor
in the department of civil and
environmental
engineering
and recently served as interim
dean of the university’s Lewis
School of Health Sciences and
director of distance learning.
Janoyan was born in Iraq
and attended school in the
United Kingdom, Cyprus and
Italy before coming to the U.S.

with his family. He enrolled in
Glendale public schools for his
secondary education and completed his bachelor’s, master’s,
and Ph.D. programs in civil engineering at the University of
California, Los Angeles.
In his position new post at
La Verne, Janoyan will help to
lead in the advancement of the
University’s key priorities, including executing the recently
approved 2025 strategic plan,
institutionalizing the La Verne
Experience, enhancing the regional and online campuses,
improving career services, and
furthering the development of
academic programs with a focus on health professions, said
University President Devorah
Lieberman in an emailed announcement.
– Deja Goode

The University of La Verne
has received roughly $2.8 million in student funds under the
Coronavirus Response and Relief Supplemental Appropriations Act, via the U.S. Department of Education.
The grant money goes to students designated as having high
financial need to cover tuition
and related expenses.
“The gap between a student’s
resources – such as financial
stability from your family or
scholarships and grants or other
forms of support – and your total
cost which would include living
expenses, is defined as your financial need,” said Laura Evans,
director of the Office of Financial Aid.
More than 2,400 ULV traditional and graduate students are
eligible to receive grants of up
to $1,000 from this fund, said
Xochitl Martinez, executive director of budget and student financial services.
The Office of Student Accounts began this week to distribute these funds directly to
students. Unlike the previous
Coronavirus Aid, Recovery, and
Economic Security, or CARES,
funds, the new grants don’t require an application.
University President Devorah
Lieberman said she hopes this
money will offer students some
additional financial comfort.
“We want our students to
have as little burden as possible
when it comes to financial responsibilities,” Lieberman said,
adding the grant is “absolutely a
blessing for us.”
Junior photography major
Emily Alvarez was pleased to
hear about the new grant.
“It will help me tremendously with my tuition, because I am
currently paying it myself,” Alvarez said.
University officials said they
understand at this challenging
time the federal grant, which is
available to U.S. citizens only,
is just one piece of the financial
puzzle for most ULV students.
“The grants we are distributing right now will help the need
the students have, but it’s probably not enough,” said Avo Kechichian, chief financial officer.
Evans encourages any student experiencing financial
challenges to contact the Office
of Financial Aid.
Jaydelle Herbert can be
reached at jaydelle.herbert@
laverne.edu.
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Faculty share tips on effective research
Jonathan Garcia
Staff Writer

La Verne Academy members
Marcia Godwin, professor of
public administration, and Issam
Ghazzawi, professor of management, hosted a virtual roundtable forum on how to conduct research on Tuesday at the faculty
lecture held over Zoom.
The panel included Giacomo
Laffranchini, associate professor
of management; Ronald Hallett,
professor of organizational leadership; Louise Kelly, professor
of management; Grace Zhao, associate professor of music; and
Alma Martinez, associate professor of theater.
The discussion began with
each panelist discussing their areas of research, then sharing the
dos and don’ts of maintaining
productivity in research.
“The more consistent you are
the more likely it is that you will
be able to maintain productivity,” said Laffranchini, whose
research involves examining the
borderline between strategy and
entrepreneurship with a focus
on entrepreneurship at the micro-level, specifically on family
business and international management.
Laffranchini also recommends long-range planning,
which he explained as using
data sets that can develop into a
stream of research instead of a
single paper.
“Working on multiple projects that interrelate enables you
to significantly increase your
productivity,” said Laffranchini.
Hallet said that research
should be actionable. He said
there should be a positive influence on the participants and for
them to know that the research
will try to create a positive
change.
“I don’t want to marginalize
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Panelists, moderators and audience members at the La Verne Academy Roundtable on Research introduce themselves at the start of
the event Tuesday via Zoom. In the top row, from left, are Al Clark,
Giacomo Laffranchini, Ronald Hallet and Issam Ghazzawi. In the
middle row, from left, are Grace Zhao, Louise Kelly, Avo Kechichian
my participants any more than
and be meaningful to you.
they already are through my reThe panelists also shared
search,” said Hallett.
how they identify whether their
His research involves two
scholarly work is effective.
areas: how to improve access
Hallet said to start with askand success for students exing what’s effective and what
periencing homelessness, and
it means to be effective in rehow to create a new framework
search.
to increase college success for
“For me, sometimes effeclow-income background stutiveness is helping a population
dents.
that’s been invisible be seen for
Kelly, whose research inthe first time and heard,” Hallet
volves integrating the hard side
said.
of strategy with the soft side of
He said that other times it’s
leadership, said that the research
moving the needle on policy.
you conduct should be personal
Martinez’s research involves

and Jane Beal. In the bottom row, from left, are Marcia Godwin, Jason Neidleman, Seta Whitby and Reed Gratz. Godwin and Ghazzawi
were the two leading moderators, while Laffranchini, Hallet, Zhao
and Kelly were part of the panel. The event was part of the weekly
faculty lecture series.
Chicano theater and its impact in
Her work involves music and
the United States.
well-being, specifically how
She said that timeliness
music can aid human flourishing
makes her work effective since
and how musicians can benefit
a lot of the territory is still unfrom well-being programs.
explored.
The lecture ended with fac“I’m exposing a whole new
ulty giving feedback on how
field of the influence of Mexito improve research initiatives
can-American theater,” Martifrom an administrative standnez said.
point.
Zhao said effective research
“I think if we really had the
is meaningful and adds value.
message of all the cool work that
“If I can add value to this
our professors are doing in terms
realm of conversation, that’s
of research and creativity it’s unwhen I feel I’m being effective,”
believable the impact it would
Zhao said.
have,” said Kelly.
Jonathan Garcia can be
reached at jonathan.garcia3@
laverne.edu.

COVID exposure law to protect workers
Lindsey Pacela
Angie Lopez-Yepes
Staff Writers
If a California workplace
puts employees or customers in danger from exposure to
COVID-19, that workplace must
communicate to those employees and customers immediately
that they have been exposed,
under a new state law that went
into effect last month.
Workplaces that violate the
provisions of the law will be
fined.
The law, Assembly Bill 685,
improves upon a previous state
law, which required the state
division of Occupational Safety
and Health, or Cal/OSHA, to
take such action when a physical
object is of imminent hazard for
employees or customers in the
workplace.
The new law has additional provisions, including notifying anyone exposed within
one day, providing information
about worker’s compensation

to employees, and providing a
disinfectant plan for the place of
outbreak.  
State Assembly member Eloise Gómez Reyes, D-Colton,
authored the law specifically
to protect workers amid the
COVID-19 pandemic, which
has killed more than a half-million Americans, and more than
50,000 Californians to date.
The law went into effect on
Jan. 1 of this year and is scheduled to sunset on Jan.1, 2023.
“In the age of COVID-19, our
essential workers risk their lives
and the lives of their loved ones
in our fields, hospitals, grocery
stores...,” Reyes said in a statement when the bill was signed
into law. “COVID-19 infections
and deaths disproportionately affect the Latino, Black, and Asian
Pacific Islander communities...
that make up the majority of our
state’s low-wage workers.”
Maribel Osorio, a nurse at
AltaMed Medical Group and
resident of Rialto, said that
many people test positive for

COVID-19 due to the negligence of their employers.
“Many of the people who
came in were scared that they
might have COVID because one
of their work buddies was positive, and their bosses didn’t want
it to be known,” Osorio said.
Under the new law, Cal/
OSHA has the authority to shut
down any worksite that it believes is increasing employees’
exposure to the coronavirus.
“I’m glad that … it’s a law,

but shouldn’t it be something
that workplaces already do?”
said senior sociology major
Jennifer Bogarin-Espinoza. “I
feel like it would be obvious for
employers to be responsible and
proceed safely without a law
making them.”
“I know many businesses
will try to find ways around it,
even when they shouldn’t,” said
Jasmine Almaraz, senior psychology major.
Continued on page 3

Campus Times Online
The award-winning Campus Times
online edition is updated throughout
the week with event coverage and
breaking news.
Visit lvcampustimes.org for current and past stories, and additional
columns and blogs.
You can like us on Facebook
and follow us on Twitter @lvcampustimes and Instagram
@campustimes for all the latest updates on local and on-campus news. Send us story ideas over social media or email to
ctimes@laverne.edu.

Corrections

The Campus Times is
committed to accuracy.
When we make mistakes,
however, it is our policy
to correct them as soon
as they are brought to
our attention. If you find
a mistake in the Campus
Times, please let us know
at ctimes@laverne.edu.
The original version
of the editorial “Trump
should be convicted over
Capitol Hill attack” (Feb.
19) incorrectly stated the
Senate filibuster threshold
as 60 votes. It is actually 67
votes.
An earlier version of
“Speaker discusses racism
raised during the pandemic” (Feb. 19) mistakenly
said the lecture was held on
Zoom. It was actually held
on Hopin.
The Campus Times regrets the errors.
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Distracted driving brings stricter penalties
Taylor Moore
Staff Writer
A new state law that goes
into effect July 1 imposes stricter penalties for those caught
texting while driving. Under
current law, using a hand-held
smart phone or device while
driving is punishable by a fine.
Starting July 1, the penalty
for such violation will also add
points to the driver’s record.
The law, AB-47, was authored by Assembly Member
Tom Daly, D-Anaheim.
According to the National
Safety Council, driving while
using a cellphone has led to 1.6
million crashes each year, and
nearly 390,000 injuries occur
each year as a result from accidents caused by texting while
driving. The report also finds
that texting while driving is six
times more likely to cause an accident than drinking and driving.
“It’s not a matter of how often … it’s how often during the
day,” Christian Baleonado, Los
Angeles California Highway Patrol spokesman said.
“I personally know someone
who passed away from a car
accident of reckless driving,”
Quintus Alton, said ULV senior sociology major. “I know
what can happen when you’re
not paying attention and on the
phone.”
ULV legal studies professor
Carolyn A. Bekhor said she uses
texting and driving as an example when teaching her students
about negligence.
“Every student can relate to
it, they know about it, they often
do it,” Bekhor said. “They also
know the key part is that they
shouldn’t do it.”
Bekhor said she hopes that
with the new law in place, drivers will think twice before going

on their cell phone while on the
road.
“We balance the risks with
various choices we have,” Bekhor said. “This is just another
risk that we have to think about.”
Bekhor said that this new law
will have the strongest impact
financially on the insurance of
drivers who choose to violate it.
Enough violations can lead to a
driver’s license being revoked,
and that is a motivator for young
drivers to stay off their phones,
she said.
“A point is serious because it
does mess with you getting other amenities later in life,” Alton
said.
Bekhor said that she believes
texting and driving has become
part of our culture. She also
pointed out the issue that not everyone can afford expensive cars
with Bluetooth, for a hands-free
and legal alternative.
John Niccoli, a freshman
social science major, said he’s
worried the law won’t be enforced.  
“I’ve seen cops tap on a
window to tell (a driver) to get
off the phone and give them a
warning,” Niccoli said. “There
should be no ‘I’m feeling nice
today’ from a cop when it comes
to texting while driving.”
Alton said he believes law
will help people understand the
severity of texting while driving.
“You’re not looking at the
road for whatever amount of
time it takes for you to type a
text,” Alton said “In that split
amount of time, so many things
can happen.”
“There’s no text or phone call
important enough that you can’t
wait to avoid that collision,” Baleonado said. “Don’t do it. It’s
not worth it. It can wait.”
Taylor Moore can be reached
at taylor.moore@laverne.edu.

Bill would expand
free lunch programs
A proposed state law would
require all California K-12
schools to provide students
with free lunches, no paperwork required.
Senate Bill 364, the End
Child Hunger Act of 2021, was
introduced this month by State
Sen. Nancy Skinner, D-Berkeley. She said that schools
should not decide who receives
a lunch or not and that this bold
move of a bill eliminates the
cumbersome free lunch application process.
The bill calls for using any
available federal funds provided to school districts to fund
the effort. It calls for the school
meal programs to extend
through school breaks, and it
lays out intent for future progression of the law to help establish California’s, Better Out
of School Time, or BOOST, nutrition program further.
Existing law only requires
public schools in the state to
provide nutritional services

within the confines of the “After the Bell Program” to those
who qualify based on family
income.
This program would provide
at least one meal per student,
and it would apply to both public and private schools.
Jackie Goldberg, Los Angeles Unified School District
board member, said this proposed law is important, and she
added that LAUSD began to
expand its free lunch offerings
since the start of the pandemic.
“COVID-19 made hunger
very clear,” said Goldberg,
who said grab-and-go meals
are available at 63 school sites
across her district currently.
“Since the beginning of
the pandemic, on March 14,
LAUSD has served (free)
meals,” Goldberg said. “The
menu changes every day, and
you can take as many as you
need. We should never have
any child go hungry.”
—Lindsey Pacela
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A new law goes into effect July 1 to bring stricter
punishments for texting and driving in an effort
to discourage distracted driving and cut down on
accidents. Drivers caught using a cellphone while

driving will be assessed an extra point against
their driver’s license by the Department of Motor
Vehicles, which could cause them to lose their licenses quicker with repeated offenses.

Exposure...
Continued from page 2
Almaraz said that she’s seen
on Twitter that many fast-food
employees out their employers
for not telling customers when
there have been COVID cases at
the establishments.
Before AB 685, when employers were not transparent,
Cal/OSHA would have to send a
form to the employer and business 15 days prior to issuing a
citation with a serious violation.
Now, Cal/OSHA can issue
citations with serious violations
to any business that ignores provisions of AB 685 without the
possibility of any interference as
it would happen within that 15day window.
Lindsey Pacela can be
reached at lindsey.pacela@
laverne.edu.
Angie Lopez-Yepes can be
reached at angie.lopezyepes@
laverne.edu.

1 in 7 children faces hunger.
There’s more than enough food in America for every child
who struggles with hunger. Help get kids the food they
need by supporting Feeding America, the nationwide
network of food banks. Together, we can solve hunger™.
Join us at FeedingAmerica.org
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Psychology can improve patient rehab
Abelina Nunez
Staff Writer
Megan Granquist, professor
of kinesiology and director of
the athletic training program,
discussed her research on the
psychology of patient rehabilitation in athletic training Feb.
16 at her faculty lecture held via
Zoom titled “Psychosocial Considerations for Rehabilitation
of the Injured Athletic Patient,”
which 26 students, faculty and
staff attended.
“I am giving you an overview of athletic training, sort of
my overall line of research, and
a chapter that was recently published as well,” Granquist said.
“So I look at the whole gamut of
athletic injury from pre-injury to
post-injury to rehabilitation and
then to the outcome.”
She focused on pre-injury
factors like stress, coping or a
personality variable that might
increase or decrease the injury
risk.
In post-injury, she focused
on the emotional and behavioral
responses to the injury. Finally,
she focused on rehabilitation
like strengthening and motion
and the outcomes.
“I look at this certain line,
really to aim to improve patient
care, and I started out with data
collection and dabbled in measurement development. Recently my work has been more on
the application of this knowledge and having this knowledge
translated so athletic trainers and
practitioners can use it to better
the patient care, which is my line
of research,” Granquist said.
Granquist spoke on the content she added within chapter 4
of “Rehabilitation Techniques
for Sports Medicine and Athlet-

ic Training,” which she recently
rewrote.
At first, Granquist was only
asked to update the chapter by
the author and editor of the textbook, William Prentice, but she
said she decided to rewrite it
completely.
“I am so proud of the work
we have done in this chapter,
and I turn in the chapter and get
an email back from Dr. Prentice saying, ‘I am truly overwhelmed… The content is way
beyond anything I could have
imagined,’” Granquist said.
After reading the chapter, the
athletic training students should
be able to understand how goal
setting, patient education, selftalk and social support can be
incorporated into the rehabilitation process.
“These four strategies of psychosocial strategies are what we
identify as athletic trainers within their training should be able
to effectively do with their patients to enhance infusion care,”
Granquist said.
She used the four psychological strategies to help with rehabilitation: goal setting, patient
education, self-talk, and social
support and referral.
Granquist focused on the
roles of antecedents, adherence
and outcomes. The antecedents
could be what happens before
or can influence the outcomes,
while adherence is the link
between antecedents and outcomes.
“We sort of have two categories of non-adherence. We have
under-adherence and over-adherence. Under-adherence is
where the patient does less
than the rehabilitation program
calls for, while over-adherence
is where the patient does more

than the rehabilitation program
calls for,” Granquist explained.
Granquist gave a few examples of adherence-related behaviors of adherence:
• Arriving at a rehabilitation
session on time.
• Attending rehabilitation
seasons, following athletic trainers’ instructions for the amount
of exercise repetitions.
• Completing activities with
effort.
At the end of the lecture, a
few participants had questions
and comments for Granquist.
“Could it be that people do
not appear to their rehabilitation
because if they are being told
what to do, they do the opposite
since they feel like their freedom
is taken away?” Ngoc Bui, interim associate dean of the College

Pomona College’s gender
and women’s studies program
held a virtual feminist theory
symposium last week featuring
speaker Audra Simpson, a political anthropologist and professor
at Columbia University.
Simpson’s talk via Zoom focused on indigenous women in
North America, about their bod-

ies and their struggles, which
was also the focus of a recent article she co-wrote in 2016, titled
“The State is a Man.”
Roughly 24 students and
community members attended
the event, where Simpson emphasized the importance of conveying what indigenous people
cared about with what they were

protesting, including legislation
that would remove protections
to land and water, among other
issues.  
The event was one of several
virtual events this year hosted
by the Associated Students of
Pomona College and the gender
and women’s studies program.
—Sumiko Rudisky
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Megan Granquist, director of the athletic training program and professor of kinesiology, gives a
presentation on “Psychosocial Considerations for
Rehabilitation of the Injured Athletic Patient,”

with a goal to improve the quality of patient care
in the athletic training field, to an online audience
on Feb. 16 as part of the weekly faculty lecture
series.

of Arts and Sciences and professor of psychology, said.
Granquist responded, “Yes.
Even if they don’t, they get to
decide whether they strengthen
their quadriceps muscle; they
might give them choices of how
they could do that exercise.”
Charles Doskow, professor of
law, asked for clarification on a
reference to religion Granquist
made during the presentation.
“I have started doing work in
interfaith practices and patient
care, so helping athletic trainers
and other medical professionals
recognize how a patient identity
relates to their religion, spiritu-

ality and secular identity to enhance patient care,” Granquist
said.
Rick Hasse, instructor of accounting and finance, said that
he could relate to what Granquist was talking about during
the presentation.
“I can relate to your rehab
about the injured athlete because
to this day, I am still feeling the
effects of injuries I witnessed in
the ‘70s, and that has been part
of my life processes,” Hasse
said.
Abelina Nunez can be
reached at abelina.nunez@
laverne.edu.

Pomona hosts anthropologist

AMERICA,
LET’S DO LUNCH

TM

Stanley Smart, SINCE 1928. Once a fierce competitor on
any surface. Now, he and 1 in 6 seniors face the threat of
hunger and millions more live in isolation. So pop by, drop
off a hot meal and say a warm hello. Volunteer for Meals on
Wheels at AmericaLetsDoLunch.org

screenshot by Armida Carranza

Audra Simpson, author of the article “The State
is a Man,” explores Indigenous women, their bodies, and the challenges they face while crossing

between Canada and the United States, at a Zoom
lecture hosted by the Pomona College gender and
women’s studies program Feb. 18.
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Biden’s gun reforms are
needed steps to safety
I
t is no secret the United States of America has a
long and messy history of gun violence filled with
tragedies that could cause one to become numb
toward the issue.
During its height in 2018, it felt as if a mass shooting occurred every day, and that’s because it almost
did. There were 340 mass shootings in 2018 and at
least one occurred every month. Four of the deadliest
and most notable shootings occurred in 2018, those
being the Santa Fe High School shooting, the Pittsburgh synagogue shooting, the Thousand Oaks shooting, and the Parkland shooting at Stoneman Douglas
High School.
President Joe Biden took the initial steps towards
fulfilling one of his campaign promises to the American people regarding gun reform on Feb. 14, the third
anniversary of the Parkland shooting.
Biden is calling on Congress to enact common
sense gun law reforms such as background checks on
all gun sales, a ban on assault weapons and high capacity magazines, and eliminating immunity for gun
manufacturers.
These measures would be welcomed changes to a
situation that has desperately needed it for years.
The debate over gun reform in the U.S. is one that
demands a great deal of nuance and understanding.
There is a way to limit the risk of further gun violence
in this country without banning them completely.
There is nothing intrinsically wrong with firearms,
as they can often be a source of entertainment in a
firing range. That is the key right there – recreational
use in a safe and controlled environment.
Several of Biden’s proposed reforms address this
issue by requiring background checks to ensure that

guns are in the possession of stable individuals and
banning assault weapons and high capacity magazines.
The use of the Second Amendment as an argument to keep people protected is no longer valid. The
amendment states “A well regulated Militia, being
necessary to the security of a free State, the right of
the people to keep and bear Arms, shall not be infringed.” The rights of the people to take up arms
against a tyrannical government may have been plausible in the day and age when muskets and cannons
were still in use and troops would stand still in neat
columns across the battlefield.
However, the events of both World Wars were the
first to show the devastating power that technological advancements in military weaponry have brought
to modern conflict. It is doubtful that a civilian force
would be able to take on the entity who takes up a
large majority of the federal budget each year.
It is time for America to finally stop hitting snooze
on the wake-up call it so desperately needs to hear.
The path to creating safe gun laws may be a long
process. It may seem like an impossible task, but it
does not mean that we should give up and do nothing
about it.

Letters to the Editor

The Campus Times encourages readers to submit letters to the editors regarding topics covered
in the paper. Letters should be no more than 400
words in length and are due by Tuesday at 3 p.m.
The Campus Times reserves the right to edit letters for clarity, space and libel. Letters may be
sent to ctimes@laverne.edu.
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Pandemic...
Continued from page 1
long-term negative effects that
occur once they enter the body.
“Many people in California
are dying of strokes and heart
attacks even after they’ve had
COVID-19. Children under two
years of age are dying from inflated livers and this is all because the spikes on the virus
have the ability to latch onto
blood vessels,” Imbasciani said.
“This virus may soon become
sudden chronic respiratory syndrome because people are unable to purge themselves from
the virus.”
When compared to previous
virus outbreaks, COVID-19 surpasses the number of deaths by a
large scale.
During the 2003 SARS outbreak, 774 people died and 858
people died during the MERS
outbreak in 2012.
In 2020 alone, COVID-19
killed more than 2.4 million
people worldwide.
“Some astronomers could
call COVID-19 an extinction
event because all it takes is a
simple breeze transmission to
contract the virus,” Imbasciani
said.
As of now, four variants of
COVID-19 exist and there are
66 candidate vaccines to solve
for these variants, said Imbasci-

acni.
Of those vaccines, 17 are in
phase I, 23 are between phases I
and II, six are in phase II, and 20
are in phase III.
Prior work on the SARS
and MERS vaccines also allowed rapid progress with the
COVID-19 vaccine, said Imbasciani.
Imbasciani said that although
the variants of the virus spread
more easily, that does not necessarily mean they are more lethal,
but that may not always be the
case.
“Viruses mutate constantly
and one of my biggest worries
is that some fluke combination
will prevent the vaccine from
working correctly,” Imbasciani
said. “However, new technology
will allow us to look at variants
and then we’ll patch the vaccine
so that it targets upcoming variants.”
People may find themselves
taking the COVID-19 shot more
than once a year because of the
constant patching of the vaccine,
said Imbasciani.
Remo Saad, junior international studies major, said Imbasciani cleared up misunderstandings many people have about
the vaccine and its supposedly
recent upcoming.

“One common misconception is that vaccines have only
been developed within these two
years of COVID-19,” Saad said.
“Imbasciani shed light on SARS
and the scientific evidence that
comes with that can hopefully
convince people to take the vaccine.”
As of Feb. 17, 8.1 million
vaccines have been delivered in
the state of California.
Yet, many low-income communities have little to no access
to the vaccines or information
about it.
Imbasciani said adverse impacts on these communities
stem from problems with access
to proper diets, exercise, healthcare knowledge, professionals,
and insurance.
“What would you recommend for policy makers to do in
order to address the socioeconomic impacts the vaccine has
had on low-income communities?” asked Hugo Villanueva,
junior international studies major.
Regions that do not yet have
access to the COVID-19 vaccine could be vastly helped by
wealthy countries, whether that
is providing some of their own
vaccines to these consortiums or
providing dollars to increase ac-

cess, said Imbasciani.
The conspiracy theories surrounding the side effects of the
vaccine are also something that
worries Imbasciani.
“Senate district 26, which is
the most white, affluent, postgrad, and wealthy district is
where the most anti-intellectual
ideas surrounding the vaccine
are coming from,” Imbasciani
said. “I’m not sure if that has to
do with the education they received or the politics of the entire pandemic.”
Imbasciani said he lowered
the vaccine decline rate within
his staff from 50% to 22% by
providing the facts and proof
that the vaccine does indeed
work.
Additionally, he lowered
vaccine hesitancy within his veterans to 8% by showing them
a video where he is getting the
vaccine.
Saad said he was surprised to
hear that most anti-vaxxers are
found in the most educated and
wealthiest regions.
“It’s ironic that wealthy and
educated people think this way
of the vaccine,” Saad said. “Is
it academia or politics influencing their perceptions? Do they
think this way because they are
taught to question everything

or is it because these bachelor’s
degrees have a certain degree of
arrogance?”
Vanessa Vargas, junior psychology major, said Imbasciani’s background information
on the virus serves as valuable
information, especially to older
generations.
“My mom has a bunch of
theories on the vaccine and she
comes to me for verification so
I’m glad that I can now retain
and share this information with
her and others who question
what the vaccination does to
your body,” Vargas said.
Toward the end of his lecture,
Imbasciani proposed his idea of
a worst case scenario that takes
place in 2024, where a highly
contagious airborne coronavirus
has combined with a highly lethal strain of filovirus normally
found in monkeys.
This new hemorrhagic virus
kills 72 percent of those infected
within 48 to 72 hours of becoming infected.
“This is no longer science
fiction,” Imbasciani said. “It’s
all quite possible, and some people may even say it is probable
to happen.”
Alondra Campos can be
reached at alondra.campos@
laverne.edu.
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Activism at different levels discussed
Ryan Konrad
Staff Writer

Author and vocalist Rev.
Charles Dorsey talked about
the Black experience and challenged participants to be agents
in disrupting oppression and
white supremacy on Wednesday at the “We Got Problems: A
Conversation about Overcoming
Limitations and Embracing Your
Power” lecture held via Zoom
an hosted by the University of
La Verne’s Brothers’ Forum.
The lecture borrowed from
the first chapter of the book “The
Souls of Black Folk” by W.E.B.
DuBois, one of the founders of
the NAACP.
Dorsey said that the problems
and racism that afflict the United States today are found at four
levels: the soul, conversational,
awareness, and response levels.
He added that these problems
start at the soul level.
“What is it about our country
that disturbs us at the soul level?” Dorsey said.
Dorsey added that having
these conversations on race can
often be the dilemma itself.

Dorsey said that people
should not believe that saying
sorry is enough for transformation.
Instead, participating in the
movement for racial justice, life
risk, and showing up are better tools for transformation. He
also discussed problems at the
response level that come when
people do not have energy to
recognize and understand the
systemic racism that people of
color face, or just refuse to listen.
“Silence is resistance where
ignorance is immediately proximate,” Dorsey said.
Daniel Loera, director of
the Center for Multicultural
Services, said that the lecture
disrupted his own thinking and
made him feel connected to
those impacted by social justice.
“I think it’s OK to stop people in their tracks and say, ‘hey,
wait a minute we need you, this
is not a complete conversation,
this is not a complete process
without you involved and engaged,’” Loera said.
Drake Ingram, sophomore
criminology major and president

screenshot by Melody Blazauskas

Rev. Charles Dorsey speaks about overcoming
limitations and embracing your power at a Zoom
of the Brothers’ Forum, said he
deeply resonated with Dorsey’s
lecture and emphasized that acknowledging the problems and
presence of the Black community is important.
“When it came to silence ba-

lecture hosted by the Brothers Forum on Wednesday to commemorate Black History Month.

sically as a sign of resistance, as
a way of self preservation, that
couldn’t be more true in dealing
with you with law enforcement,
and I’ve come across law enforcement multiple times in my
life,” Ingram said. “We have to

be aware at all times. And yes,
as he said, there’s a time and
place to be active and resistant
but there’s also a time and place
you know to bite your tongue.”
Ryan Konrad can be reached
at ryan.konrad@laverne.edu.

Stigma Free campaign tackles mental health taboos
Jonathan Garcia
Andrea Molina
Staff Writers
Student organizations and
offices from the University of
La Verne are collaborating on
Stigma Free ULV, a campaign
aimed at reducing the stigma
associated with asking for help
with common mental health
conditions.
There are 10 different offices
collaborating on the campaign,
including the Associated Students of the University of La
Verne, Office of Religious and
Spiritual Life, Center for Multicultural Services, Academic
Success Center, Office of First
Generation and Peer Mentoring Programs, Office of Student
Life, Randall Lewis Center for
Well-Being and Research, Academic and Career Advising,
Counseling and Psychological
Services, and Student Outreach
and Support.
The campaign is mostly done
through social media posts and
virtual events.
Students and staff members
are encouraged to submit 20 second videos with personal tips for
dealing with life’s daily stressors, said Daniel Loera, director
for the Center for Multicultural
Affairs.
“We’ve recognized that students, faculty and staff are facing difficulties. We wanted to do
something about it,” said Sarah
Rodman-Alvarez,
executive

director of the Lewis Center.
“Our goals are normalizing the
fact that everyone has struggles,
getting rid of stigma and letting
students know that help is available.”
In the following weeks, Stigma Free ULV will share Instagram story posts of students
sharing their personal narratives
so that students who cannot attend events can also be part of

wrong to ask for help and to seek
guidance,” Morales said.
Mental health problems are
common among college aged
students, with one in four young
adults between the ages of 18
and 24 have a diagnosable
mental illness, according to the
National Alliance on Mental Illness.
Zandra Wagoner, university chaplain, said it is important

Mentorship, said the Stigma
Free ULV campaign is a way
to make resources available for
students, faculty and staff on
campus.
She said this campaign gives
students the opportunity to practice vulnerability when it comes
to mental health and asking for
help when they need it instead of
fighting it by themselves.
“Motivation is the most pre-

‘It is never weak, ugly or wrong to ask for help and to seek guidance.’
—Sarah Morales, ASULV president
this campaign.
Adrianne Montero-Camacho,
case manager for the Student
Support and Outreach Department, said Stigma Free ULV
offers students perspective and
a moment to pause and relate to
others in their personal struggle
with mental health.
“Unfortunately, stigma is a
normal thing that we all feel, but
we can work together as a University to change that perspective,” Montero-Camacho said.
Sarah Morales, senior social
science major and ASULV president, said she hopes this campaign will encourage students
to be more in tune with their
own mental health, as well as
normalize conversations around
mental health and its effects on
students.
“It is never weak, ugly or

to normalize challenges, create
support structures and emphasize that there is no shame in
seeking help.
“Most of us have an emotional world inside that we all need
to care for. It’s unfortunate that
we have stigmas associated with
getting help,” Wagoner said.
“The more we can share our
experiences, the more resources we can use for our own selfcare.”
The Office of Religious and
Spiritual Life offers various
Stigma Free ULV events.
These events include meditation and energy balancing
through breathwork, which are
strategies students can use to
help settle our body and clear
our minds.
Cassandra Godinez, coordinator for STEM Pathway Peer

dominant mental health condition in my students. It is really
hard to be motivated when we
don’t really know what is on
the other side of this pandemic,”
Godinez said.
Furthermore, as part of this
campaign, the Lewis Center of-

fers meditation and yoga classes from Monday to Saturday in
order to help students’ emotional well-being by giving them an
outlet to release stress and anxiety.
Director of Counseling and
Psychological Services Elleni
Koulos said the University offers individual therapy as well.
Students can call 909-4484105 or email CAPS@laverne.
edu to schedule an appointment.
The various Stigma Free ULV
events can be found through
Campus Labs.
Every time students RSVP
and participate in a Stigma Free
ULV event they can enter a raffle for a monthly prize; February’s prize is a Fitbit.
Jonathan Garcia can be
reached at jonathan.garcia3@
laverne.edu.
Andrea Molina can be reached
at
andrea.molinamartinez@
laverne.edu.

It’s Not Your Fault.
1.800.656.HOPE

National Sexual Assault Hotline
Free. Confidential. 24/7.
(Operated by RAINN—the Rape, Abuse & Incest National Network)
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‘Clayfornia’ considers climate,
social justice through sculpture

T

he California Botanical Garden in Claremont has 16 clay sculptures created by artists from the American Museum of Ceramic
Art studios on display as part of the “Clayfornia”
series, which represents California’s long history
with clay.
Gary Lett, a Pomona resident, who is known for
creating clay sculptures revolving around racial
justice, has his sculpture, “The Three Winds,” exhibited in the garden.
“I wanted to break away from my traditional
realism in my sculptures and do something more
abstract with geometric shapes,” Lett said.
Lett said he is a big smooth jazz fan and he wanted to incorporate musical instrument elements into
his sculpture, such as reeds and horns. The sculpture had a glaze coating creating a metallic finish.
Lett said when he was working on “The Three
Winds” and other sculptures, he could not figure
out a name for the series.
“My friend Bryan saw me working on the series and he said ‘man that’s some cosmic stuff right
there’,” Lett said.
Lett said he then named that series “Kosmic,”
which he said represented his friend’s remark and
the American saxophonist David Koz.
Mary Beierle, a Los Angeles resident, has a collection of four sculptures in the gardens named,
“Memories of Vanishing Things: View from Harlequin Lake.”
One of the sculptures titled “Vanishing” was a
light blue iceberg and had the texture of ice.
Beierle said that before her art career, she worked
with One Bowl Productions, a production company focused on giving a voice to underrepresented
communities, in creating native documentaries.
“Twenty years ago, I became friends with Chief
Oren Lyons, who is a part of the Iroquois Confederacy, and he used to say to me ‘no one is taking care

“Gardener’s Friend” by Kim Lingo is a realistic looking skunk hidden in the foliage at the
California Botanical Garden.

story and photography
by Sarah Van Buskirk

of the mother earth and
the ice is melting’.”
Beierle said.
Beierle said she
wrote grants to visit
the largest glacier in
North America and
two dozen other glaciers in Alaska.
Beierle’s sculptures
represent what she saw
when she visited the
glaciers.
Beierle said her
inspiration for these
sculptures were to
bring something important and impactful
to humanity.
“The foundational
inspiration for these
sculptures is climate
change,” Beierle said.
Beierle said, if people can look at her
work and start thinking
about important issues,
that is her goal.
C.J. Jilek, born and
raised in Chicago but
currently residing in
Southern California,
is displaying her piece
“Instinct 3” at the Botanical Garden.
“My work is based
on metaphors of human sexuality and attraction,” Jilek said.
Jilek said she is always looking at both “Vanishing” by Mary Beierle depicts a light blue iceberg with the texture
the human figure as of ice, inspired by her trip to the largest glacier in North America. This
well as plants and bo- piece at the California Botanic Garden in Claremont is part of a series
tanicals for her sculp- called “Memories of Vanishing Things: View from Harlequin Lake.”
ture’s inspiration.
and resembled a realistic skunk.
Jilek said this piece was originally created for
“I tried to bring the animals into their natural
an exhibition at The Maloof, an art museum creathabitat as if they were actually there,” Lingo said.
ed by the Sam and Alfreda Maloof Foundation, in
Lingo loves animals and cannot have all of them
Rancho Cucamonga.
so she makes them instead.
Jilek said her whole inspiration for that series
“My favorite sculptures to do are animals. There
was based on human’s natural instinct and attracare so many, it is never ending.” Lingo said.
tion.
Lingo said that her foundation for creating these
Kim Lingo, an artist and also an animal lover,
sculptures is to observe the animals in their natural
has three of her sculptures at the botanical gardens
state.
specifically located at the Benjamin Pond. Her
Lingo goes to the pond to watch the turtles, looks
sculptures, “Hanging With Mom,” “Watching You”
in the trees around her house to find owls, and finds
and “Gardener’s Friend” are camouflaged into the
skunks helpful instead of harmful because they
scenery, allowing visitors to scavenge them out.
help out in her garden.
“Hanging With Mom” depicts a family of turThe “Clayfornia” exhibit is running through
tles with two baby turtles riding on the shell of the
April 18.
mother.
To see these sculptures in person, visit calbg.
“Watching You” is displayed on a tree stump
org, to purchase an admissions ticket.
and depicted an owl on a tree stump.
Sarah Van Buskirk can be reached at sarah.
The sculpture looks like wood and is camouvanbuskirk@laverne.edu.
flaged with the stump it was on.
To see more photos of the “Clayfornia” sculp“Gardener’s Friend” is a skunk with its tail lifted
tures, visit lvcampustimes.org.
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