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Steven Linares, minister of 
housing, technical services, in-
frastructure, youth and sport for 
Gibraltar, spoke about the urgent 
need to address the issue of cli-
mate change on a global scale, 
and how first world countries 
can contribute to climate re-
form, Wednesday during a lec-
ture hosted by the University’s  
International Studies Institute. 

Linares is a founding mem-
ber of the Friends of the Earth 
organization chapter in Gibral-
tar, the British overseas territory 
located at the southern tip of the 
Iberian peninsula.

He is also a teacher, trade 
unionist, barrister, and a politi-
cian who advocates for climate 
change reform.

Linares said in order to im-
prove the current state of the 
planet and its resources, people 
must first realize and accept the 
harm that has already been done 

and continues to occur.
“It’s a question of believing 

that climate change is real and 
how it affects poor communities 
the most in our society,” Linares 
said. 

In order to prevent further 
climate change disasters, there 
must be an international rule-
based framework involving eco-
nomic progress, physical prog-
ress and social progress, Linares 
said.

The main culprits of the poor 
state our planet is in are devel-
oped Western countries and their 
methods of economic growth, 
said Linares.

“The liberalist view on cli-
mate change is that wealth has 
to be created with respect to our 
finite planet, therefore avoiding 
disastrous planet changes,” Lin-
ares said. 

As minister of utilities in Gi-
braltar from 2012 to 2015, Li-
nares said his priority was the 
well-being of the environment.

Before he became minister, 

the previous government signed 
a contract to buy a new power 
station fueled by diesel to be 
used for the next 30 years.

Realizing the damage it 
would cost to the environment, 
Linares ended the contract and 
replaced the power station with 
one that ran on liquified natural 
gas.

“We had to pay a lot of mon-
ey to end that contract and buy 
a new power station but just 
imagine the consequences to the 
environment with diesel,” Lin-
ares said. “Although LNG is not 
100% environmentally friendly, 
at least it is not emitting large 
amounts of carbon.”

Linares also became minister 
of sports in 2012 for Gibraltar, 
for which he led projects build-
ing carbon-neutral sports facili-
ties for the International Natwest 
Island Games in 2019. 

“We upgraded our sporting 
facilities and built new swim-
ming pools, a running track, 
gyms, all which run on solar 

panels,” Linares said. “In Gi-
braltar, we get a lot of sun and 
are producing more electricity 
than we are consuming.”

As a youth minister and 
teacher, Linares said he conducts 
two way discussions between 
him and his students about ways 
they can improve the planet. Li-
nares said he also implements 
these discussions at home with 
his children.

“As a father of three, I feel 
it is grossly unfair to leave the 
planet in a state of irreversible 
repair,” Linares said.

Hugo Villanueva, junior in-

ternational studies major, said 
that although countries would 
like to work together to fix the 
issue of climate change, it is not 
an easy task to complete due to 
the unique conflicts within their 
countries.

“How will the world work to-
gether with so many challenges 
and divisions among powerful 
countries?” Villanueva asked. 

Linares said the key is to 
make countries believe at the 
very least in the environment, 
including authoritarian coun-
tries like China who prioritize 
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Sumiko Rudisky

Rev. Jennifer Strickland speaks against hate crimes targeting the 
Asian American community Sunday to a Claremont crowd of more 
than 100 people at a vigil for the victims of the Atlanta shootings.

Community stands against Asian hate

Sumiko Rudisky
Staff Writer

More than 100 people attend-
ed a vigil Sunday outside the 
United Church of Christ in Cla-
remont – to stand in solidarity 
with the Asian American Pacific 
Islander community and against 
hate –  as hate crimes against the 
community have increased dra-
matically since the start of the 
pandemic. 

On March 16, a white gun-
man shot nine people, killing 
eight in three different spas in 
Atlanta.

Of the victims, six were 
women of Asian descent.

There have been 3,795 inci-
dents of crimes against AAPI 
communities reported in this 
country between March 19, 
2020, and Feb. 28, according 
to the Stop AAPI Hate National 
Report.

“Unfairly the result of this 
pandemic has meant that an 
entire race of people have been 
systematically and unilaterally 
blamed for the health outcomes 
in this country because of where 
we and our parents were born,” 
said Claremont City Council 
member and mayor pro tem Jed 
Leano, speaking at the Sunday 
event. 

It is important to stop the 
AAPI hate and work together to 
bring peace, said the Rev. Jenni-
fer Strickland of the Claremont 
United Church of Christ.

Since the beginning of the 
pandemic Asian hate crimes 
have grown exponentially.

This does not take in all of 
the other incidents that have 
not been reported to authorities, 
Strickland said during the Sun-
day event.

Those at the vigil, which be-
gan as the sun was setting, were 
given candles that were lit when 
it got dark.

About five Asian speakers 
talked about their own personal 
struggles and family members’ 
personal struggles, including 
Leano and Strickland.

Several Claremont Police Of-
ficers also came out to the event 
to show support and encourage 
people to report any hate inci-
dents to them.

“The Claremont Police De-
partment stands in solidarity 
with the Asian community with-
in Claremont and our nation,” 
said Claremont Police Cpl. Jeff 
Ting.

As people were standing 
around listening to the speak-
ers you could look around and 
see that they were engaged and 
hearing what they had to say.

“I needed to see other peo-
ple show support, and I’m here 
to show support for the Asian 
community,” said Claremont 
resident Scott Jacobs. “I wanted 
to learn and remind myself of 
everything that is happening.”

Standing up against hate 

is something that the country 
has been struggling against for 
many years, said former Clare-
mont Mayor Peter Yao, who also 
attended the Sunday event.

“Asian bashing is no different 
than, unfortunately, the Black 
Lives Matter or women’s suf-
frage (movements),” said Yao.

The March 16 attack, which 
killed eight, was the largest gun 
massacre since the country went 
on lock down a year ago – until 
the March 22 mass shooting in 
Boulder. 

“It is easy to point fingers at 
Donald Trump and the hateful 
race rhetoric that he used during 
the pandemic,” Strickland said. 
“The damage continues to ripple 
out and anti-Asian hate crimes 
have increased by 150% in the 
last year.”

At the end of the Sunday 
event, everyone raised their 
candles as they said the names 
of the victims from the Atlanta 
shootings, to remind us that we 
are all humans trying to live in 
solidarity together.

Their names were Delaina 
Ashley Yaun, Xiaojie Tan, 
Daoyou Feng, Hyun Jung Grant, 
Soon Chung Park, Suncha Kim, 
Yong Ae Yue and Paul Andre 
Michels. 

Elcias R. Hernandez-Ortiz 
was the only survivor.

“It’s amazing to see everyone 
come out here in support, but 
wouldn’t it be great if we didn’t 
have to under these circumstanc-
es,” Leano said.

Sumiko Rudisky can be 
reached at sumiko.rudisky@ 
laverne.edu.

Claremont 
reacts to 
shootings

Speaker stresses the urgency of climate action

Continued on page 5



Ryan Konrad
Staff Writer 

Claremont McKenna Col-
lege’s Civility, Access, Re-
sources and Expression Center 
brought together five grassroots 
organizations to share their mis-
sions and the problems they have 
faced because of the COVID-19 
pandemic in its Political En-
gagement through Empowered 
Representation, or PEER, Con-
ference Saturday via Zoom.

The event was titled “What 
Was 2020? A deep dive into the 
political progress throughout the 
past year,” and sought to help 
participants process the political 
and social events of the past year 
and build skills in organizing 
and activism.

“Students play a much larg-
er role in political activism,” 
said Athulya Nath, one of the 
conference’s facilitators, in her 
opening remarks to over 40 par-
ticipants.

She added the PEER Confer-
ence was conceived in 2019 to 
promote community and pro-
vide resources and access to stu-
dents who are increasingly po-
litically and socially active. She 
said 2020 reflected that change 
in mindset.

Anand Giridharadas, author 
and editor-at-large for Time 
Magazine, was this year’s key-
note speaker.

“COVID was a revelation – a 
biopsy,” said Giridharadas.

He said that the pandemic ac-
celerated reckonings with race, 
gender and inequality that had 
been building over the past 60 
years.

He said that the pandemic 
was a disaster for 90% of Amer-
icans and those at the top had a 

great year.
“Corporations rigged the sys-

tem to profit off disaster,” Gi-
ridharadas said.

He asked participants if they 
feel a return to the pre-COVID 
normal of February 2020 is not 
acceptable, what did they learn 
from the past year that makes it 
necessary to create a different, 
more equitable normal.

He added that the United 
States is undergoing massive 
social, political and demograph-
ic change which the pandemic 
pushed into the spotlight.

“We are changing ourselves 
dramatically,” said Giridhara-
das.

Attention then turned to the 
five grassroots organizations: 
Ahri, the Black Alliance for Just 
Immigration, the Inland Empire 
Immigrant Youth Collective, the 
Movement for Justice in El Bar-
rio and the Youth Mentoring Ac-
tion Network. Representatives 
from each organization spoke at 
the conference.

They said that their plans 
for 2020 were all upended by 
COVID, and all re-focused their 
missions on their immediate 
communities and mitigating the 
devastating financial, emotional 
and physical tolls the pandemic 
brought through mutual aid, new 
partnerships and online engage-

ment.
“We went back to our roots, 

our people, our community” 
said Susan Cheng, organizing 
director of Ahri, a community 
organizing group that focuses on 
serving immigrants regardless 
of status in Southern California.

Many of Ahri’s community 
members were not eligible for 
any federal COVID relief, so 
Ahri partnered with other groups 
to provide mutual aid and direct 
individuals to available resourc-
es, said Cheng.

Professor of Communica-
tions Mike Laponis and 2020 
broadcast radio graduate Josue 
Arellano both won awards at 
the Broadcast Education Asso-
ciation’s Festival of Media Arts 
for work broadcast on LeoFM in 
2020, the BEA announced earli-
er this month.

Laponis won two awards – 
Best of Competition and Award 
of Excellence in the Best Station 
Promo, PSA, Commercial cat-
egories – for two entries in the 
faculty competition.

Arellano won an Award of 
Excellence for the PSA, Promo, 
Commercial student category.

As a Best of Competition 
winner, Laponis is automatically 
entered for the King Best of Fes-

tival Award, for which the win-
ners will be announced Monday.

Laponis said the 2020 recog-
nition meant a lot, considering 
he and his LeoFM students were 
working from home make-shift 
recording studios for most of the 
year amid the COVID-19 cam-
pus shutdown.

“Using home studios and do-
ing it remotely was a challenge,” 
Laponis said. “We wanted peo-
ple to know that they were live 
from home.”

Arellano was pleasantly sur-
prised with the news of his win 
for the music promo he recorded 
and edited on his home laptop. 

“(It) was just regular work,” 
he said. “I didn’t realize it was 
going to get me an award.”

BEA is an international ed-
ucation association focusing 
on broadcast journalism, radio, 
television, digital media, public 
relations and design, with annu-
al conventions in spring, though 
this year’s convention was vir-
tual because of the coronavirus 
pandemic.

The 2021 awardees were se-
lected from a pool of more than 
1,300 entries, representing more 
than 250 colleges and universi-
ties.

—Jorge Martinez

The award-winning Campus Times 
online edition is updated throughout 
the week with event coverage and 
breaking news.

Visit lvcampustimes.org for cur-
rent and past stories, and additional 
columns and blogs.

You can like us on Facebook 
and follow us on Twitter @lvcampustimes and Instagram  
@campustimes for all the latest updates on local and on-cam-
pus news. Send us story ideas over social media or email to 
ctimes@laverne.edu.
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CorreCTIons
The Campus Times is 

committed to accuracy. 
When we make mistakes, 
however, it is our policy 
to correct them as soon 
as they are brought to 
our attention. If you find 
a mistake in the Campus 
Times, please let us know 
at ctimes@laverne.edu.
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LeTTers To The 
edITor

The Campus Times en-
courages readers to submit 
letters to the editors regarding 
topics covered in the paper. 
Letters should be no more 
than 400 words in length and 
are due by Tuesday at 3 p.m. 
The Campus Times reserves 
the right to edit letters for 
clarity, space and libel. Let-
ters may be sent to ctimes@
laverne.edu.
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COVID impacts community organizing

screenshot by Armida Carranza

Claremont McKenna College sophomore Yesenia Rodriguez and ju-
nior Sobechukwu Uwajeh lead the Political Engagement Through 
Empowered Representation Conference, featuring author and Time 

Magazine editor-at-large Anand Giridharadas, who spoke about his 
latest book, “Winner Takes All: The Elite Charade of Changing the 
World.”

Student, prof earn radio awards

Continued on page 4



Taylor Moore
Staff Writer 

California Assemblymem-
ber Cristina Garcia, D-Downey, 
has proposed legislation that re-
quires social media platforms to 
post a disclaimer on photos that 
have been retouched for promo-
tional purposes. 

The bill introduced last 
month would define “retouched” 
as a person having altered their 
bodily appearance to narrow 
or thicken their figure, or to re-
move blemishes on their skin, 
for example.

The tag on the retouched 
photo would be in a contrast-
ing type, font, or color to the 
surrounding background, which 
would clearly set it apart.

The tag would also specify 
what specifically was retouched 
on that person. 

According to a statement by 
the legislator, the bill was mo-
tivated by behavioral research 
pointing to the mental health 
dangers to the youth that modi-
fied body images pose. 

The research by the Archives 
of Pediatrics and Adolescent 
Medicine demonstrated that sui-
cide rates among ninth to 12th-
grade students are influenced by 
body perceptions, according to 
the February statement.

Garcia said in the statement 
that millions of users ranging 
from children to adults consume 
these retouched photos, which 
set unrealistic beauty standards, 
and everyone has a moral re-
sponsibility to protect the safety 
and wellness of young people.

“Being raised in a society that 
teaches girls and women that 
their worth comes from their 
bodies and appearances comes 
at a high personal toll,” said 
Caroline Heldman, critical theo-
ry and social justice professor at 
Occidental College. “The more 
we believe our body is worth, 

the higher our rates of depres-
sion and eating disorders, both 
of which put girls and women at 
risk of death by suicide.” 

Heldman said that Photo-
shopped images project an im-
possible beauty standard in a 
culture where women are pres-
sured to be beautiful.

She said that capitalism was 
at the heart of this.

The larger the gap between 
where women think they are and 
where they think they should 
be in terms of their bodies, the 
more beauty products and ser-
vices are purchased. 

“This money-making scheme 
robs us of our energy and happi-
ness,” Heldman said. 

Samantha Leyland, a fresh-
man radiology major at Mt. San 

Antonio College, said there has 
always been a beauty standard 
for girls.

She called it a trend, but it’s a 
trend that keeps changing. Late-
ly, the trends have been varying 
from being skinny and petite to 
being curvaceous.

She said that these beauty 
trends feel impossible to keep 
up with. Photoshopped images 
don’t help because they’re set-
ting a false standard, Leyland 
said.

“You grow up looking at pic-
tures of skinny and beautiful 
girls, then you get sad because 
you don’t look like that,” Ley-
land said. 

Heldman said that social me-
dia in Israel and France are al-
ready regulating Photoshopped 

images.
Airbrushed images have a la-

bel to let people know that the 
images they are seeing are not 
reality. 

“This is an important step to 
recognize that the images that 
surround us in order to fight 
against the pressure we feel to 
engage in self-injurious behav-
iors, such as disordered eating,” 
Heldman said. 

There are those who feel that 
making this bill law would have 
some negative effects. 

Brian Zaw, a freshman fash-
ion design major at Mt. San An-
tonio College, said that a label 
on Photoshopped images could 
pose more problems than bene-
fits. 

“Tweaking your photos is 

a personal choice,” Zaw said. 
“This bill will leave room for 
people to call out people who 
Photoshop images.”

Heldman said that the bill is a 
fine first step in terms of protect-
ing young people against imag-
es that may harm their personal 
health. 

“We regulate toxic air in the 
United States because it is pro-
foundly harmful to children,” 
Heldman said. “Why don’t we 
regulate toxic images that have 
harmful effects that two decades 
of research have confirmed?” 

The bill will be referred to 
the policy committee this month 
where the legislative process 
will begin. 

Taylor Moore can be reached 
at taylor.moore@laverne.edu.
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Post considers physical, psychological pain

screenshot by Rachel Kendrick

Kristina Post, associate professor of psychology, 
discusses her studies dealing with depressive dis-
order and chronic pain among couples and how 

that affects their relationships to an audience of 
27 people at the weekly faculty lecture Tuesday 
via Zoom.

Lawmakers propose Cal Grant expansion
Taylor Moore
Staff Writer 

California lawmakers will 
consider legislation that would 
reform how California distrib-
utes financial aid, enabling stu-
dents, who were not previously 
eligible for Cal Grants to partic-
ipate in the program. 

The Cal Grant Reform Act 
was written by Assemblymem-
bers Jose Medina, D-Riverside, 
and Kevin McCarty, D-Sacra-
mento, and was introduced on 
Feb. 19. 

The bill would make it eas-
ier for low-income students to 
become eligible for the state’s 
financial aid by reforming the 
current rules. 

“One of the main ways in 
which the new legislation is dif-
ferent is that they’re working to 
expand it to more students who 
are need-based,” said Laura 
Evans, University of La Verne 
director of financial aid. “This 
will enhance the program so that 

more of our needy students are 
able to qualify.” 

Evans said that a lot of ULV 
students are already Cal Grant 
recipients.

The Cal Grants have allowed 
them to pursue a higher educa-
tion, where they would other-
wise not be able to afford to.

“Our mission is to provide 
access and opportunity for any 
student that wants to and quali-
fies to attend ULV,” University 
President Devorah Lieberman 
said. “For me, the Cal Grant is 
an enormous tool that students 
have available.” 

Evans said that under cur-
rent law students age out of Cal 
Grant eligibility at 26.

The proposed Cal Grant Re-
form Act would not have such 
an age restriction. 

“It’s a good thing to ensure 
that those who start school lat-
er are still able to go, especially 
due to the increase in number of 
students who go to work (first),” 
Evans said. 

“Life happens,” said Juan 
Regalado, ULV chief student af-
fairs officer.

“It’s not so much by choice. 
Or maybe it wasn’t the right 
time to go to school, but we 
want to make sure we have an 
opportunity for adult students,” 
he said.

He added that the new bill 
would help out students who 
may be coming back to school to 
receive their master’s degrees. 

Gage Unsoeld, a sophomore 
kinesiology major, said that the 
proposed Cal Grant expansion 
would be a great idea, given that 
it might help more students to 
attend the school.

He said that if a larger portion 
of students were offered finan-
cial aid, as the bill would now 
apply to students from low-in-
come families, then perhaps 
they would consider applying 
for ULV. 

Despite the changes that bill 
would make if passed, it may 
make it harder for students from 

middle-class households to re-
ceive financial aid.

These are students whose 
families cannot afford to pay for 
education but also cannot afford 
to borrow loans. 

Evans said that the aspect 
that one group can potential-
ly lose those sources when the 
rules are switched is something 
to consider so amendments can 
be made if the bill is passed. 

Evans pointed out that if mid-
dle-class students are unable to 
receive Cal Grants, then they 
might need to borrow loans, 
which could mean borrowing 
loans for four to six years for 
education.

In that case, a student would 
end up paying them for 10 to 15 
years after graduating.

“You’re paying student loans 
instead of a mortgage, then 
you’re further from retirement,” 
Evans said. 

Regalado said that he wants 
to make sure that concerns are 
shared in order for the Cal Grant 

to be revised to ensure that stu-
dents are supported in the best 
way possible. 

Lieberman said that she has 
met with officials and Assembly 
members to discuss this matter, 
as she wants to ensure that stu-
dents have access to the finances 
they need to in order to have ac-
cess to an education. 

Evans spoke of the impor-
tance of higher education in so-
ciety, as most jobs now require 
at least a bachelor’s degree. 

Without the necessary finan-
cial resources, students will be 
unable to attain a bachelor’s de-
gree.

In turn, they will be ineligi-
ble for a job with a successful 
schedule, health insurance, or 
steady income. 

“If we’re not doing enough to 
invest in higher education, then 
we’re not doing enough to keep 
people out of poverty,” Evans 
said. 

Taylor Moore can be reached 
at taylor.moore@laverne.edu.

New legislation would regulate retouched photos

Kristina Post, associate pro-
fessor of psychology, discussed 
her research on depression and 
chronic pain during the weekly 
Faculty Lecture Tuesday be-
fore a virtual audience of 27 via 
Zoom. The research involved 
two studies she conducted re-
cently measuring the effects of 
depression and chronic pain on 
relationships, and the role of 
spousal support in managing 
those stresses.

Post sought to understand 
how couples can best commu-
nicate and support one another 
to promote health resilience in 
the face of stress. Part of her 
research involved couples us-
ing diaries to answer questions 
about their pain, depression and 
relationships, so she could gage 
the influences of spousal sup-
port on such pain. One thing she 
found was that depression and 
certain physical pain were di-
rectly affected by the quality of 
spousal communication. 

—Abelina Nunez



Sarah Van Buskirk
Staff Writer 

The California Botanic Gar-
dens in Claremont held a virtual 
event discussing the history and 
uses of botanicals and California 
native plants earlier this month 
via Zoom.

Antonio Sanchez, nursery 
manager at the Botanic Gardens 
talked about how to use old In-
digenous diet traditions and to 
integrate new ones to be more 
accessible to kitchens at home, 
during the March 13 event.

Sanchez said there are many 
plants that have been around for 
thousands of years but people 
are starting to use them now. 
Plants such as arugula and South 
African tea, have a long history 
in other parts of the world but 
are becoming more popular in 
California.

There are two types of grapes 
that are native to California, 
Vitis grapes and Desert grapes, 
Sanchez said.

“A while ago they used to 
graph the root stalks of the 
grapes and then put a French 
Chardonnay on top because it 
was more disease resistant and 
drought tolerant,” Sanchez said.

California is the destination 
for vineyards occupying large 
wine country groves all around 
the state, Sanchez said adding 
that most plants in California are 
no longer pure, but are forms of 
hybrids.

Sanchez discussed how the 
California native plants in the 
Mediterranean region of Cali-
fornia, west of the Sierra Neva-
da Mountains and southwest of 
the Oregon Klamath Mountains,  
should be planted during the 
rainy season.

“The rainy season for our 
plants is from November to 
about March,” Sanchez said.

Sanchez also talked about 
how foraging is part of the pro-
cess of integrating botanicals, 
but people should do so without 
foraging and propagating from 
someone else’s land.

“It is important to respect 
the Indigenous land because 
they had their land stolen from 
them.” Sanchez said.

Sanchez also warned the au-
dience to be careful of eating 
some botanicals because they 
can be poisonous.

Cari Daly, a Riverside res-
ident attending the meeting, 
asked Sanchez about the amount 
of time it takes for Miner’s Let-
tuce to germinate. Sanchez said 
it does not take long at all.

“The rule of thumb for most 
seeds and especially for Min-
er’s Lettuce is to lightly bury it. 
Place it on the surface and water 
it very little,” Sanchez said.

Miner’s Lettuce, scientifical-
ly known as Claytonia Perfolia-
ta, is delicate in its appearance 
and has a subtle sweetness and 
earthy flavor.

Matthew Hecht, resident of 

Westchester, asked about the 
difference between Sambucus 
Nigra and Sambucus Mexicana.

Sanchez said that people 
mistake them as two different 
things when in reality they are 
the same plant. Sambucus is a 
genus of flowering plants in the 
family Adoxaceae and it is also 
commonly known as Elderberry 
which helps strengthen the im-
mune system.

“Scientists do DNA work to 
figure out what plant is which 
and the name Sambucus Mexi-
cana is no longer used and only 
known as Sambucus Nigra,” 

Sanchez said.
Barbara Hodges, a San Jose 

resident, asked to elaborate on 
the Chia Cafe that Sanchez men-
tioned.

Sanchez said the Chia Cafe 
is an organization that is dedi-
cated to protecting Indigenous 
land in Southern California. 
They educate on the gathering 
and harvesting of native plants. 
On the Chia Cafe’s Facebook 
page, they state that protecting 
and restoring California native 
plant communities and environ-
ments, while advocating for na-
tive plant landscapes on public 

and private spaces is a big goal 
of theirs.

“They are a group of people 
of all backgrounds that put out 
native recipes and share tradi-
tional stories in a cookbook,” 
Sanchez said.

Sanchez wanted to thank all 
of the Native Americans for ed-
ucating him on the history of na-
tive botanicals.

Visit the Chia Cafe on Face-
book at facebook.com/Chia-
CafeCollective.

Sarah Van Buskirk can be 
reached at sarah.vanbuskirk@
laverne.edu.
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Workshop considers botanical diet

screenshot by Armida Carranza

Naomi Fraga, director of conservation program 
at the botanic gardens, and Antonio Sanchez, 
California Botanic Gardens nursery manager, 

share a map of Indigenous food in California 
during their March 13 Zoom lecture, sponsored 
by the Botanic Gardens.

Women in STEM find community, empowerment
Lindsey Pacela
Staff Writer

The University of La Verne 
Women in Technology club was 
created to motivate members to 
work in their field of study, and 
make them feel they are part of 
a family by supporting one an-
other and sharing opportunities.

Club president Vicky Torres, 
junior information technology 
major, started it as an unofficial 
club with a small group in Sep-
tember 2020.

“We wanted the other wom-
en in our department to see that 
they are not alone in their path 
to succeed in the tech world,” 
Torres said.

Although the club was initial-
ly for women in the computer 
science department, they soon 
realized that they wanted the 
club to help both men and wom-
en across the STEM disciplines 
at the University.

The small group became an 
official club in November 2020. 
Today they have 18 members.

Torres said the club’s main 
features are sharing career readi-
ness strategies and opportunities 
to improve job application skills, 

as well as most importantly – 
empowerment, no matter what 
your gender.

The club promotes new ideas 
and encourages a safe environ-
ment for members.

They meet monthly, to check 
in and discuss important topics 
in their fields, find and offer 
potential job opportunities and 
conduct mock interviews and re-
sume workshops.

“Building a strong network 
and making connections is a key 
part to success after college, and 
our goal is to expose our mem-
bers in such a way that they will 
broaden their social network,” 
Torres said.

Torres added that networking 
is just as important as learning 
the necessary skills.

“My favorite thing about the 
club (is) the members. We all 
share common goals and we can 
help each other achieve them,” 
Natalie Reyes said, junior com-
puter science major and the vice 
president of the club.

Reyes joined in the very be-
ginning when there had only 
been a handful of members. 
She was eager to motivate other 
women in her field, since it has 

often been male dominated.
According to a 2018 report 

by the American Association of 
University Women, fewer than 
20% of computer science majors 
are women.

At La Verne, the computer 
science department is relatively 
small and the classes are majori-
ty male, Reyes said.

When connecting with other 
women in the field it can often 
seem a little overwhelming. 
Especially with online learning 
during the pandemic, that chal-
lenge has grown even further, 
but with the help of the club, 
that can become relatively eas-
ier, something that the club has 
always strived to do, Reyes said.

“(Torres) is always network-
ing and finding workshops or 
events for members,” said Jen-
nifer Salaiza, sophomore chem-
istry major and club member.

Salaiza joined for the club’s 
empowerment for its women 
members and interest in STEM 
fields. She said potential mem-
bers should know about its fan-
tastic connections, such as its 
partnership with Ripple Match, 
an organization determined to 
help students successfully set up 

interviews with various profes-
sional companies.

“Having a platform to ex-
press my excitement, motiva-
tion, concerns, and goals of my 
future achievements and aspi-
rations in this competitive field 
has heightened my confidence 
and optimistic outlook on life-
long learning, reasoning and 
inclusivity,” said Alea Alvarez, 
senior computer science major 
and club member.

Alvarez has been a member 
since January. She said she was 
often a reserved student through-
out her time at the University, 
but the Women in Technology 

club truly helped her grow.
That’s because like-minded 

club members are studious, kind 
and thoughtful toward all mem-
bers, Alvarez said.

“The Women in Tech Club 
is a safe, respectful, encourag-
ing and open-minded environ-
ment that welcomes everyone- 
especially those interested in 
STEM,” Alvarez said.

For more information visit 
the Women in Tech club’s page 
at Campus Labs or on Instagram 
at @ulv_womenintech.

Lindsey Pacela can be 
reached at lindsey.pacela@ 
laverne.edu.

The work of the Black Alli-
ance for Just Immigration, an 
immigrant rights and racial jus-
tice group with a focus on Black 
immigrants, was also disrupted.

“The health and safety of our 
staff was our first priority,” said 
Nana Gyamfi, executive director 
for the Alliance.

She added that the Alliance 
then focused on their commu-
nity via a rapid response basis 

through mutual aid programs 
and legal clinics.

Gyamfi said the organiza-
tion also contributed to an in-
ternational commission report 
regarding anti-Black racism to-
ward African migrants on Mexi-
co’s southern border.

“There is a target on our 
backs,” said Gyamfi.

Ryan Konrad can be reached 
at ryan.konrad@laverne.edu.

COVID...
Continued from page 2
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Club brings chemistry fun for students
Angie Lopez-Yepes
Staff Writer

ULV’s Chemistry Club em-
phasizes the significance of 
chemistry and its impact on 
our daily lives through virtual 
games, informational sessions, 
and engaging events amid the 
pandemic.

Created six years ago, the 
Chemistry Club is an official 
chapter of the American Chem-
ical Society, a national organi-
zation in support of scientific 
inquiry in the field of chemistry.

Club president Jennifer Salai-
za, sophomore chemistry major, 
believes in the power of chemis-
try and its effects all around us.

“We try to implement a lot 
of science stuff into everyday 
things,” said Salaiza. “People 
shouldn’t be afraid of chemistry. 
I know it’s all these molecules, 

but sometimes you have the look 
at the bigger picture.”

The Chemistry Club sepa-
rates its events in three cate-
gories: social events, science 
outreach and professional devel-
opment.

Social events consist of fun 
and educational activities re-
volving around the topic of 
chemistry.

The club also invites guest 
speakers who are experts in the 
fields of science, technology, 
engineering and mathematics to 
speak to members and provide 
scientific outreach.

Professional development 
includes internship searching or 
resume building events.

“I love how we have those 
three different sections in the 
club so we can get all the good 
stuff from the club and get con-
nected and just have fun,” club 

secretary Tracy Destefano, 
sophomore chemistry major, 
said.

Their current faculty advisor 
Katherine Bay, assistant profes-
sor of organic chemistry, was 
one of the original founders of 
the Chemistry Club at the Uni-
versity of La Verne as a student 
in 2015.

She helps bring in new ideas 
or solutions, especially since the 
start of the pandemic.

One of the club’s most pop-
ular events is its holiday rose 
event where students are able to 
paint or tie dye roses to see the 
chemical reaction.

Because of COVID-19, all of 
their events are online; however, 
they still create interactive ways 
to make it fun to maintain a feel-
ing of community with each oth-
er, such as hosting an Among Us 
game or movie nights.

“I know for chemistry majors 
there’s not a lot of us at ULV, so 
it’s kind of a good group to come 
in if you feel like no one under-
stands you” said Salaiza.

Not only does the club fully 
welcome all chemistry students 
into their club, but anyone is 
able to join as they aim to be as 
inclusive as possible.

“Chemistry Club isn’t specif-
ically for chemistry and anyone 
in STEM, it can be open to any-
one at the school,” said Chloe 
Frescas, junior chemistry major 
and vice president of the Chem-
istry Club.

Annelise Hurtado, sopho-
more biology major, joined be-
cause she wanted to branch out 
further and gain more leadership 
experiences.

“What’s cool is that we’re all 
women in the executive board 
and being in STEM, we sort of 

enlighten each other and uplift 
each other to change the stereo-
type that it’s not only for guys, 
but for everyone,” Hurtado said.

The executive board of the 
club meets weekly to come up 
with new ideas and events to 
bring light the importance of 
chemistry and how fun it can be.

The club itself meets at least 
once a month on Mondays 
around noon.

The Chemistry Club will host 
a Cookie Bake event April 5 at 
noon.

To sign up, visit ULV events 
on Campus Labs.

For more information, fol-
low the Chemistry Club at  
@ulvchemclub on Instagram, 
or text @ulv to 81010 for text 
reminders and updates.

Angie Lopez-Yepes can be 
reached at angie.lopezyepes@
laverne.edu.

economic growth. Investing in 
the right technology that has 
long-lasting impacts is also a 
critical step these countries can 
take, added Linares.

“It’s not just a liberal philos-
ophy, it has to be a world phi-
losophy, a climate philosophy,” 
Linares said. 

“Have you seen any chang-
es in the dynamics of climate 
change being approached now 
compared to before the pan-
demic?” asked Brianna Torres, 
sophomore international studies 
major. 

Linares said many economies 
have ceased due to COVID-19 
restrictions, including that of 
Gibraltar which relies hugely on 
tourism.

In reviving these econo-
mies, however, businesses and 
governments cannot ignore the 
well-being of the planet.

“In many countries, carbon 
emissions have gone down be-
cause of closed businesses due 
to COVID-19,” Linares said. “I 
believe in economic growth but 
we’ve only got one planet. We 
have to remind politicians that 
this is also their planet and of the 
younger generations to come.”

Linares said the environment 
has no borders, and similar to 
COVID-19, climate change af-
fects everyone unless people be-
gin to unite and act fast to save 
the planet.

“What are your concerns 
about studies that showcase dan-
gers of alternative sources of en-
ergy?,” asked Victor Gonzalez, 
senior political science major.

The radioactive waste pro-
duced from nuclear power is 
one of Linares’ major concerns 
regarding alternative sources of 
energy. 

“The management of radio-
active waste is key to the effi-
ciency of nuclear power since it 
could potentially kill us as well 
as harm the environment more,” 
Linares said. “I have seen many 
scenarios where radioactive 
waste has not been managed 
fully and that’s where my skep-

ticism comes from.”
Linares provided the country 

of Finland as an example of the 
improper management of radio-
active waste.

Finland has an abundance of 
nuclear power and tries to sell it 
to other European countries.

However, it stores all its ra-
dioactive waste underground, 
similarly to sweeping dust under 
a carpet, Linares said. This elim-
inates the usefulness of alterna-
tive energy sources such as nu-
clear power because of the high 
risks that come along with it.

“Bill Gates stated that ‘it is 
hard to perceive a future where 
we decarbonize our power grid 

affordably without using more 
nuclear power,’ so what would 
it take to convince you that we 
can’t confront this issue rea-
sonably without nuclear power 
given that all sources of ener-
gy come with risks?”  Kenneth 
Marcus, professor of history, 
asked Linares.

Linares said that although 
every form of energy has a risk, 
big or small, he still takes cau-
tion in using different sources of 
energy due to the negative con-
sequences that derive from com-
mon sources of energy today.

“We started with coal, now 
coal is dirty, horrible and pol-
lutes a lot,” Linares siad. “Then 

we went to fuel and diesel and 
even though we tried to refine 
diesel, it was still a big pollutant. 
Then we went to unleaded pet-
rol for engines and then hybrids. 
If at any time nuclear power is 
good for us and the environ-
ment, then I’m all for it.”

Juli Minoves-Triquell, asso-
ciate professor of political sci-
ence, said his generation shares 
the same concerns as Linares 
due to significant events regard-
ing nuclear energy.

“I’m part of the generation 
that remembers 1986 and the 
Chernobyl nuclear disaster in 
Ukraine, so I guess people like 
me have concerns about not only 

the harmful waste of nuclear en-
ergy but the dangers of it not 
working well,” Minoves said. “I 
think a lot of us would like to see 
nuclear working and are ready to 
be convinced.”

Linares will attend this year’s 
United Nations Climate Change 
Conference, COP 26, where he 
will propose solutions and re-
forms to address ongoing cli-
mate change issues.

“We need to act fast and we 
need to act now because the 
planet cannot wait any longer,” 
Linares said.

Alondra Campos can be 
reached at alondra.campos@
laverne.edu.

Climate action...
Continued from page 1

Ludwick Center receives design award

Christine Diaz

The Ludwick Center for Spirituality, Cultural Understanding, 
and Community Engagement was awarded a Community Design 
Award from the city of La Verne for the architecture and struc-

ture design of the building. The award was presented to Univer-
sity President Devorah Lieberman at the March 1 City Council 
Meeting.



Andrea Molina
Staff Writer 

In honor of  Women’s Histo-
ry Month, the Campus Activities 
Board hosted a virtual art exhi-
bition focused on women artists 
via Zoom Tuesday. 

More than 30 people partici-
pated in the event, “Celebrating 
Herstory Through Art,” which 
was a presentation of artworks 
made by five clubs and organi-
zations on campus: the Barkada 
Club, La Verne Buddies, Wom-
en in Physics, and the Alpha 
Omicron Pi and Phi Sigma Sig-
ma sororities.

The art featured included  
music, short stories, paintings, 
drawings, and collages. 

Students voted for their fa-
vorite piece at the end of the 
event. 

Melissa Ochoa, multicultural 
chair for the Campus Activities 
Board, and a junior political sci-
ence major, organized the virtual 
event.  

“Women of all races have 
made amazing contributions to 
art,” Ochoa said.

She named some of the most 
recognizable women artists in 
modern history – Mexican art-
ist Frida Kahlo, African Amer-
ican artist Augusta Savage and 
French artist Elisabeth Louise 
Vigee.

Ochoa also gave a presenta-
tion based on exhibits current-
ly at the National Museum of 
Women in the Arts. 

Kayla Yousef, junior psy-
chology major, said it was fasci-
nating how Ochoa recreated an 
art gallery through Zoom. 

“I felt like I was walking 
through an actual art museum,” 
said Kayla Yousef, junior psy-
chology major. 

Yousef added that these types 
of events are important for the 
University of La Verne. 

It is necessary to bring aware-
ness to women’s contributions 
and achievements, she said. 

Brienne Toyoshiba, junior 
physics major and president 
of the Women in Physics club, 
crocheted a doll of astronomer 
Wang Zhengyi for the art exhi-
bition. 

“She made enormous contri-
butions to humanity by study-
ing lunar eclipses and the force 
of gravity,” Toyoshiba said. 
“Zhengyi was also a big advo-
cate of gender equality and com-
monplace education.”

The Barkada Club presented 
a virtual collage of Kumander 
Liwayway, who led a squadron 

of men during the Huk Rebel-
lion in the Philippines in 1946, 
and defied stereotypes of wom-
en’s capacities to participate in 
government protests.

La Verne Buddies presented 
a recreation of Pablo’s Picas-
so’s “Women in a Hat and Fur 
Collar,” painted with acrylic on 
canvas. Picasso made this paint-
ing in honor of his lover Mary 
Therese Walter.

Alpha Omicron Pi created 
a virtual collage titled “Black 
Women in Rock” to show the 
many women who contributed 
to the origins of rock n’ roll, in-
cluding African American song-
writer Sister Rosetta Tharpe. 

Tharpe was also an Alpha 
Omicron Pi sorority member.

Phi Sigma Sigma aired a vid-
eo featuring the Disney movie 
“Inside Out, “focused on the ste-

reotypes women face every day, 
such as being deemed weaker or 
more emotional than men.

“I like how interactive this 
experience was,” said Natalie 
Garcia, junior sociology ma-
jor. “It (allowed) students to … 
broaden our knowledge and cul-
tural appreciation.”

Andrea Molina can 
be reached at andrea. 
molinamartinez@laverne.edu.
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Photography Club shoots spring break photos

Darcelle Jones-Wesley

Right: Photography Club president Brady Keegan and vice president Darcelle 
Jones-Wesley photograph in the Japanese garden at the Huntington Library 
in San Marino on March 15.

Above: A photograph taken by Darcelle Jones-Wesley, Photography Club vice 
president, in the Japanese garden at the Huntington Library in San Marino 
on March 15.

Women artists, trail blazers honored

screenshot by Rachel Kendrick

Melissa Ochoa, junior political science major 
and multicultural chair of the Campus Activities 
Board, displays a crocheted doll made by mem-
bers of the Women in Physics club Tuesday at 

the Celebrating Herstory Through Art event on 
Zoom. The doll depicts Wang Zhenyi, a pioneer-
ing female scientist who worked in China during 
the 18th century.

Maddie Ybarra

CAB hosts 
virtual 
celebration



Jaydelle Herbert
Staff Writer

Denzel Stephens, junior psy-
chology major and point guard 
for the men’s basketball team, 
has founded a clothing line 
called Ten Toes Apparel with 
his brother to give back to their 
hometown of Detroit, Michigan.

Stephens and his brother 
D’ante Brown, a graduate stu-
dent in business administration 
at the University of La Verne, 
say they were inspired by the 
late Nipsey Hussle’s clothing 
business, The Marathon Cloth-
ing.

Hussle built the company in 
his hometown of Crenshaw in 
south Los Angeles to create job 
opportunities for the people in 
his community and inspire them 
to believe they can do anything 
they set their minds to.

“After going back to Detroit 
for my cousin’s funeral in 2019, 
just seeing and remembering 
where I come from, seeing a 
lot of abandoned buildings and 
homeless people, and talking to 
old family members we haven’t 
seen in a while, really touched 
me and my brother,” Stephens 
said. “We were inspired to get 
the clothing business going to 
really give back to Detroit.”

Although Stephens’ basket-
ball season was canceled this 
spring due to the ongoing pan-
demic, he and Brown dedicat-
ed long days and late nights to 
launching their Ten Toes Appar-
el clothing brand in December.

Brown said Ten Toes Apparel 
is more than a clothing brand to 
make revenue.

“It’s a lifestyle. It’s a mindset. 
When you’re Ten Toes you’re 
dedicated, you’re loyal, you per-
severe through struggle, you’re 
humble, care for your communi-
ty whether you have lived there 
before or live there now,” Brown 
said.

With small businesses strug-
gling to stay open throughout 
the pandemic, the brothers’ 
clothing company has gained 
local, international and celebri-
ty support and has made $8,000 
and counting since their official 
launch in late December.

“I didn’t just buy [his merch] 
because Denzel is my friend. 
Honestly, I bought it because 
I like the meaning behind Ten 
Toes and what he had to say be-
fore I decided to buy anything,” 
said Curtis McWright, Stephens’ 
best friend.

Stephens’ and Brown’s 
mother is a single parent who 
raised three kids on her own and 
moved her family from Detroit 
to Southern California to find 
better educational opportunities 
and create a better life for her 
children.

She did everything from 
sending Stephens to private 
school, taking him to basketball 
practice and waiting for practice 
to be over to avoid him from 

ever having to take the bus, to 
keep her kids safe from violence 
within the communities they 
lived in around the Los Angeles 
area.

“She is really one of the real 
reasons why this brand is named 
Ten Toes because my mom is the 
definition of Ten Toes through 
everything she has done for us,” 
Stephens said.

Both brothers believe their 
brand showcases a part of who 
they are.

“Ten Toes is what mine and 
my brother’s values are built 
on. Support others, be humble, 
have perseverance, have integri-
ty, all of the things a real person 
should embody. Giving back to 
your family and being there for 
your community, friends. That’s 
really how me and my brother 
are, our personalities, and who 
we are as people,” Stephens 
said.

“Ten Toes is about loyalty as 
well and Denzel displays that,” 
Brown said.

“Ten Toes” is also a relevant 
statement within the Black com-
munity and has been around hip-
hop culture for many years. 

Brown said he wanted the 
name to represent his definition 
of what Ten Toes is truly about 
within his family and what he 
wanted their clothing brand to 
portray to the community.

“I wanted to separate Ten 
Toes from violence or being 
about criminal activities be-
cause some people associate 
Ten Toes with being a standing 

gang member or someone who 
won’t back down from violence. 
I wanted to separate our brand 
from that and create positivity to 
unite people within the commu-
nity. It’s about love and unity,” 
Brown said.

Ten Toes Apparel is a pure 
image of their Detroit roots and 
over 10-year home in California.

“I wanted to add that into our 
clothing brand. This is me and 
my brother. This is a mirror of 
us. If you see us, you are going 
to see Detroit, you are going 
to see Los Angeles together,” 
Brown said.

Tyler Ridley, junior forward 
for the ULV men’s basketball 
team, also created his own cloth-
ing business during the pandem-
ic and launched GDB (Grind. 
Determined. Blessed.) clothing 
this past November.

“I didn’t know beforehand 
that he was going to drop cloth-
ing and he didn’t know I was 
going to put out clothing. That’s 
why it’s kind of crazy that he’s 
doing his business and I’m do-
ing mine. But we are doing it as 
the same team kind of thing,” 
Ridley said.

Ridley is also Stephens’ 
friend off of the basketball court 
and envisions the success their 
clothing brands will obtain in 
the near future.

“Don’t be surprised when 
y’all see mine and Denzel’s 
brands just boomin’ out of no-
where. He got it. His brand is 
hard for sure. When you see his, 
you will see mine too,” Ridley 

said.
The Stephens and Brown 

said they had no doubts about 
their clothing brand despite the 
year-long process of officially 
launching their brand.

“We have always had faith 
in us. We knew that it was hard 
from the start as soon as the full 
logo was designed. I knew it was 
really going to be good once I 
showed my teammates and they 
kept asking me every other day 
when it’s coming out,” Stephens 
said.

“Everyone was just so excit-
ed for us and we just got a lot 
of good feedback. That’s when 
I knew we could be very big,” 
Brown said.

McWright described Ste-
phens as a warrior through the 
life challenges he has faced, 
and the determination he had 
to make the basketball team as 
a freshman despite the obstacles 
that were placed against him 
was admirable.

“I have seen him persevere 
through so many things and he’s 
just a walking example that any-
thing can be done if you put your 
mind to it,” McWright said.

Isaiah Knox, junior guard on 
the basketball team and brand 
ambassador for Ten Toes Appar-
el, also said it’s in Stephens’ na-
ture to have a dedicated mindset 
on and off the court.

“He is a man of his word and 
if he says he’s going to do it, he’s 
going to do it. That’s just the 
type of person he is,” Knox said.

John Malone II, junior guard 
and brand ambassador for Ten 
Toes Apparel, said he sees the 
impact the brothers’ clothing 
company will have on the com-
munity.

“It’s not labeled Black-
owned just because it’s Black-
owned. But the business being 
Black-owned means something 
and makes a statement that 
the business has good quality 
clothes. It’s right up there on 
the same level as any other busi-
ness. They aren’t doing this just 
to get money. But the business is 
here to stay and make a mark,” 
Malone said.

Stephens and Brown are 
planning to release new clothing 
for Ten Toes Apparel through 
their upcoming spring collection 
and women’s line.

Brown is also planning on 
creating the Ten Toes Legacy 
Foundation to help students 
with their education by creating 
a scholarship fund, creating pro-
grams for single mothers, after 
school programs, beach clean 
ups and other events to give 
back to their community.

“We want you to stand on 
your two feet and be Ten Toes 
for your family, friends and your 
community,” Stephens said.

Ten Toes Apparel’s website 
is shoptentoesapparel.com and 
can be found on Instagram at  
@tentoesapparel.

Jaydelle Herbert can be 
reached at jaydelle.herbert@ 
laverne.edu.
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Ten Toes Apparel builds community

Emily Alvarez

Ten Toes Apparel co-founder Denzel Stephens, junior psychology 
major and point guard for the men’s basketball team, partnered with 
his brother D’ante Brown to start a small clothing business that rep-
resents their communities in Detroit and Los Angeles.

Emily Alvarez

D’ante Brown, University of La Verne graduate student in business 
administration, co-founded Ten Toes Apparel with his brother Den-
zel Stephens.
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>> How a silver lining forms

>> It starts at sea.
>> Tropical waters heat up. 
>> Warm air soars skyward. 
>> Cold air rushes to the void. 
>> Cold air warms up. 
>> Cycle repeats.
>> Faster and faster—a 50,000 foot engine of air. 
>> At seventy four miles per hour it earns a name.
>> Harvey, Irma, Katrina.
>> Then landfall.
>> Roads rendered useless.
>> Buildings destroyed.
>> Families stranded. 
>> But for a brief moment, 
>> A silver lining appears.  
>> People see neighbors instead of strangers.
>> And labels that divide are forgotten. 

>> But when rains ease,
>> when clouds part, 
>> silver linings need not fade.

>> Let’s embrace our shared humanity. 
>> Let’s connect with one another.
>> Let’s fi nd our love for each other.
>> Every single day.

>> Come together at lovehasnolabels.com


