
Ryan Konrad
Staff Writer

The Accreditation Review 
Commission on Education for 
the Physician Assistant has rec-
ommended that provisional ac-
creditation of the University of 
La Verne’s physician assistant 
program be withdrawn.

The University administra-
tion has appealed the decision 
and must submit that appeal by 
today.

As a result of the commis-
sion’s decision, which was sent 
in March, the University has de-
cided not to admit students into 
the program for fall 2021, citing 
its efforts to appeal and regain 
good standing.

Current students in the pro-
gram may continue.

La Verne’s PA program, es-
tablished in 2017, was given 
provisional accreditation on the 
condition of routine visits by 
the commission over three years 
to monitor progress before be-
ing granted full accreditation, a 
common practice for new pro-
grams. 

The commission issued 29 
citations against the program, 
which could be clustered into 
three areas: poor oversight and 
accountability in program lead-
ership, administrative errors and 
issues surrounding clinical rota-
tions.

The decision to withdraw ac-
creditation came after the com-
mission’s third and final visit in 
November 2020, to the disap-
pointment of University admin-
istrators. 

“It was a surprise to me,” said 
University President Devorah 
Lieberman. “I think it was a sur-
prise to our campus. It was a sur-
prise to the Board of Trustees,” 

The University sent a notice 
of appeal to the commission on 
April 3, and was given 20 days 
to submit the appeal. 

The University will contest 
all 29 citations in the appeal, of-
ficials said.

“Some of those concerns (are) 
related to the program director 
organization, understanding the 
accreditation process... on how 
we adapted during COVID-19, 
and in placing students in clini-
cal rotations,” said Brian Clock-
sin, interim vice provost for stra-
tegic health initiatives. 

Clocksin said that receiving 
citations is normal and should be 
used to help improve a program. 

“We went from accredita-
tion in good status, good stand-
ing provisional accreditation, 
straight to withdraw accredita-
tion,” Clocksin added.

“We disagree with what 
ARC-PA’s findings are,” said 
University Provost Kerop Ja-
noyan.  

Janoyan said that the program 
was impacted by COVID-19, 
but was unsure if it had an effect 

on the commission’s findings.  
“We understand that there’s 

areas where it’s not as black and 
white, as well,” Janoyan said. 

In terms of the outcome, 
Clocksin said he believes proba-
tion is likely. 

“That would then likely mean 
another site visit in the fall and 
then a board meeting again in 
March of ’22,” Clocksin said.  

If the University fails in its 
appeal, the program will teach 
out its remaining students.  

“The students that are in 
their didactic year would finish 
that didactic year in Decem-
ber,” Clocksin said. “And then 
we would work with those stu-
dents and other PA programs to 
help them transfer into a new 
program to finish their clinical 
year,” said Clocksin.

For some undergrads, the is-
sue brings concern.  

“I do feel it will make me 
hesitant to apply, but I will still 
apply,” said Amel Hilo, a sopho-
more psychology major. “I have 
a few people who are worried 
but we are hopeful.”

“I wouldn’t be appealing if 
I didn’t think we had a good 
case,” Lieberman added.

Ryan Konrad can be reached 
at ryan.konrad@laverne.edu.
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Carlsbad fields blossom after reopening

Rachel Kendrick

A worker tends the flowers at the Carlsbad Flower Fields on April 
13. The Carlsbad Flower Fields have reopened its 50 acres of ra-
nunculus flowers to the public through May 9. The fields are open 

from 9 a.m to 6 p.m. daily. Reservations are required, and social 
distancing and other safety guidelines must be followed. For more 
information, visit theflowerfields.com.

PA program appeals accreditation loss

ULV plans 
in-person 
grad event 
for June
Jaydelle Herbert
Staff Writer

University of La Verne offi-
cials announced late Wednesday 
that the University has shifted 
gears and is now planning to 
hold in-person graduation cere-
monies in mid-to-late June at an 
off-campus venue to be deter-
mined. 

The in-person commence-
ment ceremonies will be in ad-
dition to “Grad Box Pick-Up 
Parades,” drive-thru events and 
the virtual graduation ceremony 
on May 29.

While a venue has not been 
finalized, officials are looking 
into outdoor venues close to La 
Verne’s main campus. The date 
of the in-person commencement 
ceremonies will depend on the 
venue.

Juan Regalado, chief student 
affairs officer, who sent the email 
announcement Wednesday, said 
that while details are still in the 
works: “We are optimistic that it 
will allow Spring 2021, Winter 
2021, and Spring 2020 gradu-
ates to join classmates in having 
their names called, and walking 
across the graduation stage.” 

The University wants to con-
duct three ceremonies for each 
graduating class. President Li-
eberman would attend each cer-
emony, Regalado said.

Before the Wednesday an-
nouncement to the community, 
which came by email at 8:14 
p.m. from Regalado, students 
had planned a peaceful protest 
set for today on campus, to let 
University officials know that a 

Ryan Konrad
Staff Writer

The University of La Verne 
received a $2 million donation 
from regional real estate devel-
oper and philanthropist Randall 
Lewis for the establishment of 
the Randall Lewis Center for 
Entrepreneurship, Innovation 
and Social Impact, which will 
focus on economic develop-
ment and opportunities for ULV 
and the surrounding communi-
ties.

The new center will take up 
residence on the first floor of the 
College of Law in Ontario and 
will be operational starting Fall 
2021.

“Mr. Lewis believes very 

strongly that when he makes 
a gift to the University of La 
Verne, it has an impact that 
doesn’t necessarily have in 
some of the other places that he 
supports,” said Sherri Mylott, 
vice president of university ad-
vancement.

The center will host pro-
grams and training sessions that 
supplement existing curriculum 
at the University.

“The entrepreneurship pro-
gram, students who want to 
think about doing their own 
startups, their own businesses, 
will certainly be always wel-
come to the curriculum of the 
center,” said Mylott.

The center will provide re-
sources to traditional under-

graduates in applying theory to 
practice in real world applica-
tions.

“The Lewis Center is an 
opportunity for our academic 
programs, from a variety of dis-
ciplines, to think about ways to 
engage with that center, to sup-
plement and to bring in a kind 
of an experiential education 
approach to their curriculum,” 
said Brian Clocksin, interim 
vice provost for strategic health 
initiatives.

The center will also provide 
opportunities to develop skills 
across disciplines, said Clock-
sin.

“We are trying to prepare 
students for not only jobs that 

$2m gift goes to new center
Continued on page 3
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Thakur shares stories of resilience

Taylor Moore
Staff Writer

Rita Thakur, associate dean 
of the College of Business and 
Public Management, shared her 
experience coming from India, 
working at the University of La 
Verne, and her hopes for her re-
tirement on Tuesday at the facul-
ty lecture over Zoom. 

After 44 years of being at the 
University, Thakur announced 
that she will retire upon the 
spring semester’s conclusion. 

There were 63 people in at-
tendance for her last lecture in-
cluding friends, colleagues, and 
former students, who were able 
to listen to details of her expe-
rience with the University and 
what she had learned throughout 
her life. 

“When I found ULV, it was 
like a match made in the right 
place,” Thakur said. “I was 
looking for a place I could call 
home and make a difference.” 

Thakur said that she left India 
to come to the United States in 
1971.

She moved to Missouri, since 
that was where she went as a 
foreign exchange student. She 
said that it was a sudden change 
for her since went from actively 
practicing law in India to getting 
a job washing dishes in Missou-
ri.

Thakur was making $75 a 
month, then paying $45 for rent. 

She decided to work every 
summer to save up for a college 
tuition to get her master’s de-

gree. Once she completed her 
master’s, she decided to go for 
her Ph.D. 

One week before Thakur was 
going to go to the University of 
Missouri, she was taken to go 
meet the head of the business 
department.

He told Thakur that she 
would never get assistantship 
there because, as a woman and 
a foreigner, she could not teach 
American men how to do busi-
ness. 

“The only way we can stand 
up for what we believe in is that 
we have to know who we are, 
we have to know our values, and 
we need to know what we will 
fight for,” Thakur said. 

Thakur decided to attend the 
University of Nebraska after that 
meeting. That was the first time 
Thakur had decided to stand up 
for herself, but certainly not the 
last. 

Her first day at ULV was a 
Wednesday, which just so hap-
pened to be the day when meet-
ings were held.

At the department meeting, 
she was the only woman at the 
table since the secretary wasn’t 
there.

The department chair asked 
Thakur if she would take the 
minutes for the meeting. She 
had to make a decision, whether 
she was going to be treated like 
an assistant and bring coffee to 
the meetings or be treated as an 
equal. 

“I’ll be happy to take notes 
today, if he takes them next time, 
then he takes them the next time 
after that,” she said as she point-
ed to each of the men sitting at 
the table.

Finally, she pointed to Bill 
Mitchell, the department chair, 
and told him to take the minutes. 
He did. 

Through her time at ULV, 
Thakur has been a recipient 
of the Excellence in Teaching 
Award and Johnson Service 
Award. 

Thakur said that the students 
always come first. She dedicated 
herself to developing a strong 
business program that gave stu-
dents the confidence they need-
ed in order to succeed past grad-
uation. 

“We are giving them skills, 
which will give them experi-
ence, which will give them more 
and more confidence,” Thakur 
said. “We want students who re-
ally value what we want to give 
and to prepare them not just for 
their own lives, but for the com-
munity that they are a part of.” 

She didn’t take credit for her 
accomplishments, but instead 

took the time to thank members 
of the teams she has worked 
with and the friends who have 
supported her.

The attendees had nothing 
but love and praise for Thakur. 

“It is clear that Rita’s great 
skill has been to work with a 
wide variety of personalities and 
departments. She was an integra-
tionist in that she brought people 
together and made connections,” 
said Philip Hofer, ULV adminis-
trator emeritus. 

Troy Stromme, a ULV 
alumnus, described Thakur as 
an amazing educator, teach-
er, coach, counselor, visionary, 
wise advisor, leader, inspiration, 
wonderful person, and a lifetime 
friend. 

“Rita, you welcomed me with 
the warmest smile,” said  Soomi 

Lee, ULV assistant professor 
in public administration. “I felt 
welcomed when I first came to 
La Verne because of you.You 
are La Verne to me.” 

Thakur said that if it was 
not for ULV, she would not be 
who she is today and that she is 
thankful for the opportunity she 
received to be who she is. 

She said that her dreams for 
her future are to make as big of 
a difference as she can, to spend 
time with her grandkids, and to 
have a real garden with all kinds 
of vegetables for her family. 

“The thing I want most for 
the University is for it to become 
one again and for everyone to 
have respect for each other,” 
Thakur said. 

Taylor Moore can be reached 
at taylor.moore@laverne.edu.

Lecture honors Armenian Genocide

screenshot by Maddie Ybarra

Daron Kachatourian, past president of the Ar-
menian Cultural Foundation, talks about the 
history of the Armenian Genocide and the ef-

fects of what happened afterward at the Hot 
Spots lecture in honor of Armenian Genocide 
Remembrance Day on Wednesday via Zoom.

Novelist details personal growth in pandemic
Jorge Martinez
Staff Writer

Essayist and novelist Pico 
Iyer returned to the University 
of La Verne after 20 years to 
share his experiences during the 
pandemic while living in Japan 
on Sunday during a virtual dis-
cussion held via Zoom.

Randy Miller, senior adjunct 
professor of communications, 
interviewed Iyer for the virtual 
event with 60 people in atten-
dance. 

Throughout the discussion, 
Iyer talked optimistically about 
how he is coping with the pan-
demic and how the experience 
has opened his mind.

“I can’t say I’m calm and 
clear, but I found that the pan-
demic asks us what is essential 
to our lives. So, the pandemic 
dramatized it but as we prepare 
to go onto our normal lives, we 
are given an opportunity to see 
what we have been missing,” 
Iyer said. 

Iyer, who made his career as 
a travel writer, included books 

that he’s written to show exam-
ples of what he is experienc-
ing, including “The Lady and 
the Monk” and “Cuba and the 
Night.” Iyer said he relates to 
these books more than anything 
because the pandemic made him 
realize that he has to stay in one 
place.

“I’m always traveling so it 
was great. One of the things I 
discovered in my neighborhood 
(while in quarantine) was the 
scenery and the community it 
had to offer,” Iyer said.

The writer currently lives in 
Japan and he said he was scared 
when the pandemic hit, but that 
it was all part of reality.

Iyer says Japan taught him a 
lot, and it trained him to think 
more about community than 
himself.

“We don’t know what’s going 
to go on tomorrow. We must live 
with necessity and constraint. 
Japan has been living that very 
well and after the tsunami (in 
2011) so many people here were 
not complaining. Other people 
have it worse,” Iyer said.

With growing public concern 
for racially-charged events and 
social justice movements hap-
pening throughout the world 
today, Iyer expressed his strong 
personal experiences.

“Remember that 98 percent 
of us are connected and there 
is no difference between us. We 
are all united,” Iyer said. “The 
world is only moving in the di-
rection of crossing borders and 
not noticing it. This is why we 
talk so much about border laws.”

Alysia Gilman, sophomore 
psychology major, said Iyer is a 
great speaker.

“I learned about the different 

places he’s been in. I felt like 
he’s a really interesting person. 
The fact that his reflections were 
well spoken it’s great,” Gilman 
said.

Al Clark, professor in the hu-
manities, said Iyer is a brilliant 
and well-rounded individual.

“He has traveled everywhere 
and is excited to talk about the 
problems of the world,” Clark 
said. “He speaks so well, and I 
loved his approach to life. Iyer 
is very optimistic and his com-
ment on problems like the pan-

demic and global warming is a 
huge thing. Nevertheless, it’s 
solvable.”

Teresa Beardsley, ULV grad-
uate, said she never knew or 
heard anything of Iyer before.

“I didn’t know he had exten-
sive travel material,” Beardsley 
said. “I don’t have a ton of time 
to read but he has blogs that are 
travel related, so I might look 
into him more.”

Jorge Martinez can be 
reached at jorge.martinez4@
laverne.edu.

Professor 
gives last 
lecture
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Recent legislation by Republican-controlled 
state legislatures across the country that 
restricts people’s rights to vote is morally 

disgusting and goes against every American’s basic 
freedoms.

As of March 24, there have been a total of 361 
bills that limit voting in some way in 47 states, ac-
cording to the Brennan Center for Justice.

On March 25, Georgia Gov. Brian Kemp signed 
one such bill into law.

The law limits where ballot drop off locations can 
be located, limits the hours drop off boxes remain 
open, and makes it a crime to offer food or water 
to people waiting in line to vote, among other other 
things.

Republicans in Florida attempted to add a simi-
lar provision in House Bill 7040, which would have 
made it illegal to give voters anything, including 
food and water, but quickly revised the bill after 
backlash.

The bill still seeks to add limitations to drop off 
boxes and requires voters to apply to vote by mail 
more frequently.

All of these bills are all meant to do a single thing 
– restrict votes from younger voters, lower income 
working voters and voters of color, who have all 
been shown to be more likely to support Democratic 
candidates.

However, these efforts to wrongly restrict voting 
can all be stopped through the passage of HR1, titled 
the For the People Act, in Congress.

HR1 most notably will require chief election of-
ficials in each state to establish an automatic voter 

registration system and guarantees voters same-day 
registration at early voting sites or at precincts on 
election day.

If signed into law, voters will have at least 15 
days of early voting in federal elections with 10 
hours of voting a day, with some hours before 9 a.m. 
and after 5 p.m.

HR1 also seeks to limit gerrymandering by re-
quiring states to use independent commissions to 
approve newly drawn congressional districts.

The bill was passed in the House with a 220-210 
vote on March 3, and will be moving to the Senate 
for a vote.

Other legislative pushback against voter sup-
pression includes the John Lewis Voting Rights Ad-
vancement Act, which restores the requirement for 
prior federal approval on changes on voting rules 
and practices that could be discriminatory.

Limiting the right or access to vote is anti-demo-
cratic and it will not stand in 2021.

Legislation like the For the People Act and the 
John Lewis Voting Rights Advancement Act need to 
be passed and signed into law to ensure fair and just 
elections, no matter the outcome.

leTTers To The edITor
The Campus Times encourages readers to sub-

mit letters to the editors regarding topics covered 
in the paper. Letters should be no more than 400 
words in length and are due by Tuesday at 3 p.m. 
The Campus Times reserves the right to edit let-
ters for clarity, space and libel. Letters may be 
sent to ctimes@laverne.edu.

Voting restrictions 
disrupt fair elections

solely online graduation was not 
OK with them. 

Vanessa Acosta, Amairany 
Rivera, Bridget Hurtado, Eri-
ka Fuentes and Maria Robles, 
who are all first generation 
Latina graduate students with-
in the educational counseling 
master’s program, had collabo-
rated to create a petition calling 
for in-person – or at least hy-
brid commencement – as other 
Southern California public and 
private universities are doing. 

In less than two weeks, the 
petition, shared via social media 

and word-of-mouth, gained over 
1,500 signatures from graduat-
ing seniors, undergrads, alum-
ni, faculty and staff. Signatures 
doubled when it was shared 
during the Spring 2021 Grad Fi-
nale meeting.

“It’s really for our entire 
graduating class, because ev-
eryone could have quit when 
this pandemic hit,” Acosta said. 
“But everyone kept going, with 
most of us being first generation 
students.”

Robles said in-person com-
mencement is about more than 

walking across the stage.
“I’m a mom,” Robles said. “I 

would love to have my kids to 
see me walking the stage, proud 
of their mother who has achieved 
this. Not only am I serving as an 
example in my Latin communi-
ty as a woman, but also for my 
kids,” Robles said.

“Our program taught us ad-
vocacy,” Acosta added. “And 
we wanted to set that example 
within ourselves.”

“We, as students, want to 
walk on stage, while taking the 
best safety guidelines,” Rivera 

said. “Whether parents are able 
to physically attend the gradu-
ation ceremony or stay in their 
cars, we want our parents to hear 
our names being announced and 
see us walk across the stage,” 
Rivera said.

During the virtual ceremony 
in May, each graduate will be 
recognized by having a slide 
with their picture, quote, name, 
and degree through the Univer-
sity’s PowerPoint, though their 
names will not be read aloud. 

The University is also host-
ing two in-person drive-thru 

“Grad Box Pick-Up Parades” 
May 15 and May 23. Graduates 
will receive their graduation box 
and be able to take pictures with 
family and friends on a gradua-
tion stage during their scheduled 
time.

Regalado said the University 
will update graduates and the 
University of La Verne commu-
nity on the details of the in-per-
son ceremonies as soon as they 
become available. 

Jaydelle Herbert can be 
reached at jaydelle.herbert@ 
laverne.edu.

Grad event...
Continued from page 1
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lvLifeLife
ULV community shares LGBT stories
Lindsey Pacela
Staff Writer

As part of the University of 
La Verne’s recognition and cel-
ebration of Gaypril, the event 
“The Stories of Our Lives” was 
held April 14 over Zoom.

It provided a safe and sup-
portive place for speakers who 
worked at or attended the Uni-
versity to share their vulnerable 
and authentic stories regarding 
their identities and sexualities.

Misty Levingston, associate 
director of multicultural affairs 
and Black student services, me-
diated the event where 12 people 
shared their stories.

Those who shared were pro-
fessors, alumni and current stu-
dents.

During everyone’s introduc-
tions, they made sure to include 
their pronouns and some their 
sexualities as well.

The stories began with James 
Garcia, assistant professor of 
psychology, who openly shared 
his identity as a gay Latino man. 
He has often worked as a men-
tor at the University, where he 
best described his job as a way 
to reassure and validate people 
identifying within the LGBT 
community.

He said the number of facul-
ty in the community at the Uni-
versity was low, but that was a 
reflection of society in general 
– something that needed to be 
focused on actively as a society.

D. Hill, adjunct professor of 
photography and an artist, iden-
tified himself as a Black trans-
gender man.

He said he always believed 
he could bring people together, 
realizing that when he finally de-
cided to love himself first, others 
could love him too for exactly 
who he is.

His story trailed along his re-
lationship with his mother, rec-
ollecting her fear for him.

He said his mother told him, 

“I don’t want someone to kill 
you because you found happi-
ness.”

She feared for his life, but 
also the loss of a daughter, when 
that was all she knew.

He described how slowly but 
surely she began to change her 
dialogue and correct her pro-
noun use with him.

Since then, their relationship 
has only improved, which in 
turn has improved Hill’s own 
well being.

“I can’t be the great educator 
I can be without loving myself 
first,” Hill said. “I encourage 
people to be open to whoever 
they are.”

Zandra Wagoner, university 
chaplain, spoke about her past, 
noting that now she is “out and 
ordained,” where her identity is 
valued and her livelihood is not 

at risk because of it.
“I was accused of being les-

bian, a witch and a pagan,” Wag-
oner said.

She continued to say that 
people identifying within the 
community had been robbed of 
their spirituality, a true cultural 
asset, as spirituality and religion 
often go hand in hand.

Christian Bracho, associate 
professor of teacher education, 
calling himself a “recovering 
Catholic,” shared his past of a 
turbulent history between his 
mother and himself after coming 
out as gay.

After his father’s death they 
became closer once again, and 
shortly before his mother’s 
death, Bracho said she openly 
wanted people to know that she 
had a gay son.

His story made many of the 

attendees emotional, and many 
noted afterward how similar his 
story was to their own.

“I hope you can find that con-
nection, it is so healing” he said, 
referring to his own restored re-
lationship with his mother.

Andy Steck, associate pro-
fessor of education and the 
LGBTQ+ Coalition leader, re-
called his desire from a young 
age to be a father and a teacher.

Coming from a small town, 
teaching and being openly gay 
was unacceptable for a long 
time.

He had dealt with rumors, but 
ultimately decided to come out 
and later become a father of two 
daughters.

After interviewing at the Uni-
versity of La Verne, he said he 
decided to take a walk around 
campus, to see if it felt like a 

safe place to be an openly gay 
teacher. He spoke of seeing 
“safe zone” stickers on doors 
and feeling so happy.

When he began his teaching 
position, he said one of his first 
students came up to him one day 
and said, “I am so glad I have a 
gay teacher,” making note of the 
rainbow triangle on his watch.

He said that was when he 
truly felt relieved and accepted 
after those first few instances of 
being an openly gay teacher on 
campus.

“Be yourself, be true to who 
you are,” Steck said, with tears 
in his eyes and smile on his face.

The event was recorded 
and is available on YouTube at  
youtu.be/ooqkXQ3jung.

Lindsey Pacela can be 
reached at lindsey.pacela@ 
laverne.edu.

screenshot by Maddie Ybarra

Ebony Williams, assistant director of the Academic Success Center, 
shares a personal anecdote at the Stories of Our Lives event on April 
14 via Zoom. The event, sponsored by the Center for Multicultural 

Services, featured several speakers sharing their stories based on 
their LGBT experiences as part of the Gaypril series of events on 
campus.

Sorority helps students learn about safe sex
Sarah Van Buskirk
Staff Writer

Iota Delta sorority invited 
John Bartelt, professor of ed-
ucation technology, and Linda 
Bartelt, senior adjunct professor 
of education, to learn and dis-
cuss safe sex through a lecture 
and Kahoot games at its Latex 
or No Sex event held online on 
April 14.

The Bartelts advised La 
Verne students how to navigate 
through sex and relationships, 
sexual assault and alcohol use, 
as well as birth control and STD 
testing.

At the end of the presenta-
tion there was an open question 

and answer section where they 
answered anonymous questions 
from the audience, as well as a 
Kahoot game to test the audi-
ence’s knowledge of the presen-
tation. 

Many audience members 
asked questions about sex life, 
relationship advice, and self es-
teem issues.

They encouraged students to 
reach out to them via email if 
they had any questions relating 
to sex and relationships.

After, they discussed sexual 
assault on campus and how to 
report it.

“Do not be afraid to report an 
act of sexual assault on campus 
if you have been drinking. You 

will not get in trouble for that,” 
John Bartelt said.

They proceeded to talk about 
the affects of alcohol in college 
and relating to sex, that alcohol 
increases the chance of molesta-
tion.

“In college you have the most 
likelihood of being raped than 
any time in your life, thanks to 
alcohol.” John Bartelt said.

John Bartelt also said alcohol 
is an anti-sex drug that impairs 
sexual performance.

Linda Bartelt explained that 
consent is important every step 
of the way since we live in a so-
ciety steeped in rape culture.  

“‘Is it OK that I kiss you right 
now?’ – It might sound stupid 

but it is sexy and it is really im-
portant,” Linda Bartelt said.

Linda Bartelt said that when 
one is ready to have sex there 
should be clear and unambigu-
ous consent.

As well as if you do not want 
to have sex with your partner, 
it is OK to say no because you 
simply do not want to.

“Just because you gave con-
sent one day, it does not give 
blanket consent forever,” Linda 
Bartelt said.

The Bartelts also asked the 
audience what the main reasons 
are that they get into a relation-
ship.

The majority said to be with 
someone who cares about me as 

much as I care about them.
John Bartelt and Linda Bar-

telt then discussed the topic of 
healthy, unhealthy and abusive 
relationships.

“Healthy is a green light, 
unhealthy is a yellow light and 
abusive is a red light. If any re-
lationship starts to enter into the 
yellow light, you have to figure 
out how to get it back into the 
green light or get out of the re-
lationship completely,” Linda 
Bartelt said.

In the last part of the Bartelts’ 
presentation, they informed the 
audience about birth control op-
tions and STD testing.

They discussed the multiple 
Continued on page 6
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Latino students tackle unique first-gen issues

Andrea Molina
Staff Writer

The University of La Verne’s 
Latino Student Forum organized 
an event with Estrella Serrato, 
creator of the Latinx-themed 
podcast “Cafecito con Estrelli-
ta,” on April 13.

There were 23 people in at-
tendance and the event was not 
recorded. 

“Cafecito con Estrellita” 
aims to guide first-generation 
students through the path of 
higher education by giving tips 
on how to succeed in college 
and get into graduate school.  

Jessica Carrillo, junior crimi-
nology major and club president 
for the Latino Student Forum, 
was the main organizer of the 
event. 

“The University of La Verne 
is a Hispanic serving institution, 
therefore Hispanic issues should 
be addressed,” said Carrillo. 

In fact, Hispanic students 
represent 27% of all first-gen-
eration college students in the 
United States. 

Carrillo said the club wanted 
to provide resources for Lat-
inx students and provide a safe 
space for students to share their 
personal experiences and strug-
gles. 

In her podcast, Serrato talks 
mainly in English but also uses 
some common Spanish phrases 
to connect with her fellow His-
panic listeners. 

For this meeting, Serrato fo-
cused not only on academics but 
also on students’ mental health, 
self-love and self-acceptance. 

Serrato is a graduate student 
in teacher education at a Cali-
fornia State University. She ob-
tained her associate’s degree at 
Irvine Valley College and her 
bachelor’s degree at the UC 
Santa Barbara.   

“Cafecito con Estrellita” last 

year, airing its first episode May 
20, 2020. It was Serrato’s per-
sonal experiences and struggles 
as a Latinx student that inspired 
the podcast.  

“I focus on all of the academ-
ic and social stigmas that fall 
on first-generation Latinx stu-
dents,” Serrato said. 

Furthermore, Serrato said 
her mission is to be a resource 
for all of her listeners and break 
down the social, family and ac-
ademic stigmas that try to limit 
first-generation scholars.  

The podcast navigates many 
topics in students’ lives, includ-
ing the importance of bound-
aries within families, building 
healthy relationships, eliminat-
ing toxic relationships and tips 
to becoming more involved in 
the community. 

Zulelalee Escobar, junior 
broadcast television major and 
vice-president of the Latino 

Student Forum, said this event 
allowed Hispanic students to un-
derstand that they are not alone. 

“Life is about going through 
your own experiences and doing 
what’s best for you,” Escobar 
said. “ It is okay to break gen-
erational cycles and pursue your 
dreams.” 

Furthermore, Escobar said 
she found this event to be a great 
networking opportunity for His-
panic students as the majority 
of the audience was involved 
and interacting with one another 
through the Zoom chat. 

Amanda Ontiveros, junior 
psychology major and director 
of marketing of the Latino Stu-
dent Forum, said the LSF’s main 
goals are to be a bridge for His-
panic students and the Universi-
ty and to bring together the Lat-
inx community on campus. 

“We want students to feel 
welcomed and help make their 

college experience as great as 
possible,” said Ontiveros. 

Moreover, Ontiveros said 
Serrato exceeded her expecta-
tions and the event was a suc-
cess, as everyone felt more 
motivated in the pursuit of their 
goals. 

At the end of the event, mem-
bers of the audience were able to 
ask Serrato personal questions 
regarding her journey as a stu-
dent as well as specific life ad-
vice.

Two prizes were raffled, in-
cluding a JBL Flip 5 speaker and 
one set of AirPods 

“Cafecito con Estrellita” can 
be found in the social media 
platforms of Instagram, Face-
book, TikTok and in its own 
website cafecitoconestrellita.
com. 

Andrea Molina can 
be reached at andrea. 
molinamartinez@laverne.edu.

AAPI question and answer panel

screenshot by Rachel Kendrick

University of La Verne students joined Elleni 
Koulos, Gwendolyn McInnes, Brent Blumen-
thal and Ryan Ingram to discuss the proper 

ways to be an ally to the Asian American and 
Pacific Islander community amid the extreme 
wave of hate crimes Monday via Zoom.

Podcaster 
shares 
advice
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Roxiilinn Martinez
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Emma Mikita
Maria Molina
Stephanie Molina
Alexxis Molinar
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Melanie Munoz
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Ashley Perez
Cierra Perez
Megan Perez
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Jennifer Ramirez
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Cameron Ruiz
Carolina Ruiz
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Clarissa Salazar

Claudia Sandoval
Jacquelin Sandoval
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Sadie Scott
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LaFetra College of Education Dean’s List, Fall 2020
Congratulations to the following undergrad-
uate students who received a GPA of 3.75 or 
higher as a full-time student. We applaud and 
celebrate your hard work, dedication, and 
commitment. ~Dean Kimberly White-Smith & 
Associate Dean Kristan Venegas

exist now, but the jobs that will 
exist in the future, thinking in 
a way that’s entrepreneurial, 
whether you are a theater major, 
or a physics major, or a business 
major is going to be a skill set 
that we want our students to 
have,” Clocksin said.

The center’s purpose outside 
of academics is to engage stu-
dents and the larger community, 
said President Devorah Lieber-
man.

“We have to keep our mind 
and our efforts focused on how 
we graduate students who best 
serve our communities and their 
communities professionally, 
personally, socially, and how 
can we create programming that 
serves our community,” said Li-

eberman.
Plans to develop a center 

focusing on entrepreneurship 
and innovation were in existing 
conversations among commu-
nity members and the Board of 
Trustees before Lewis’s dona-
tion.

“Those community members 
and board members who were 
part of the original discussion 
are now part of the planning and 
the implementation of the entire 
center,” said Lieberman. “So it 
was pre Randall Lewis, the con-
versation, and then he came into 
the conversation, and it helped 
accelerate everything that we’re 
trying to do.”

Ryan Konrad can be reached 
at ryan.konrad@laverne.edu.

New center...
Continued from page 1
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Student poetry covers family issues
Jonathan Garcia
Staff Writer

Monica Rosas, University 
of La Verne 2020 graduate, and 
Emma Garcia, junior creative 
writing and psychology major, 
were the featured poets for the 
Spring Student Poetry Series 
last Friday. 

The Zoom event, which 
was attended by 26 community 
members, was part of the series 
of virtual poetry readings spon-
sored by the creative writing 
program this academic year.

Rosas said that poetry helped 
her find ways to communicate 
her feelings.

She said she plans on one day 
publishing a book of poetry and 
working in the education field.

“Articulating how I feel is 
something that I struggle with. 
I’m not the best with doing that 
and so I’ve always just gravi-
tated towards writing more and 
then I discovered poetry.” Rosas 
said.

“With poetry it was like 
you’re trying to explain and ex-
press so much emotion in such 
a short and structured way that 
it was a challenge for me, but I 
feel like it would help me learn 
to communicate how I feel,” she 
said.

Rosas’s poems touched on 
her personal life and relation-
ships with her family.

Her poem “Dear dad it’s been 
one year” describes her relation-
ship with her father, and “Dear 
Ashley’’  describes her relation-
ship with her sister she never 
met.

Her poems also touched on 
the emotions associated with 
love and loss.

Her poem “I love you and 
your inability to love me” ex-
plores the feeling of loving 
someone who doesn’t love you 
back.

Her poem “Will I lose the 

memory of you” talks about her 
fear of losing someone close to 
her.

Her final poem, “Where I find 
love for myself,” expressed self-
love in an ode to her body.

Garcia’s poems touched on 
her feelings toward pregnancy.

Her poem “Gumball Ma-
chine” described her under-
standing of pregnancy that she 
had in elementary school, be-
lieving that once she hit a certain 
age she would automatically be-
come pregnant represented by a 
gumball, learning later in mid-
dle school that she would need 
to insert a coin, a metaphor for 
being intimate with a partner, to 

become pregnant.
“I don’t have any desire to 

have children. It makes me sad 
because there are women out 
there who would like to but they 
can’t however I might be able to 
but I don’t want to,” Garcia said.

Her poem “I have what you 
need” was inspired by that senti-
ment, in which she talked about 
having what infertile women 
need.

Garcia said she hopes to pub-
lish a collection of poems and to 
write a young adult fiction nov-
el.

Both poets wrote a collabora-
tion poem “The hand that holds 
onto me,” which is based on the 

painting “Ascension.”
The poem took about a month 

to write with both poets going 
back and forth with ideas.

“Our writing styles are very 
different so trying to find a way 
where they can come together as 
one and compliment each other 
was a challenge in itself,” Rosas 
said.

The poem was written from 
two different points of view with 
Rosas writing from the perspec-
tive of the woman and Garcia 
writing from the perspective of 
the cloth.

Sean Bernard, professor of 
creative writing, said the poetry 
reading series have been a pos-

itive community activity amid 
our remote lives. 

“It’s been really wonderful 
despite the pandemic to bring to-
gether current program students 
along with program graduates,” 
Bernard said. “It’s a fantastic 
way to keep the family going, 
keep the good spirits happening 
and see what our graduates have 
been up to.”

The recording of the reading 
can be viewed on the creative 
writing website.

The next reading of the series 
is 2 p.m. April 30.

Jonathan Garcia can be 
reached at jonathan.garcia3@
laverne.edu.

screenshot by Melody Blazauskas

Monica Rosas, a 2020 graduate of the University of La Verne, shares 
her original poetry and discusses how poetry gave her a voice at 
the second Spring Student Poetry Series reading April 16 via Zoom. 
Sean Bernard, professor of creative writing; Emma Garcia, junior 

creative writing and psychology major; Angela Thomson-Brench-
ley, adjunct professor of creative writing; Masa Shah, junior psy-
chology major; and Hannah Cockash, junior creative writing ma-
jor, applaud for Rosas as she finishes reading her poetry.

Freelancer shares photo experiences

screenshot by Maddie Ybarra

Javier Alvarez, freelance photographer from 
Brooklyn, shares various photos taken through-

out his career with University of La Verne’s pho-
tography students April 14 via Zoom.

Sorority...
Continued from page 4

forms on birth control such as 
IUDs, hormonal implants and 
birth control pills, as well as 
having no fear or shame to get 
tested for sexually transmitted 
diseases.

Shortly after the presentation, 
Lauren Cassidy, junior crimi-
nology major and Iota Delta’s 
philanthropy coordinator, held a 

Kahoot game that had questions 
relating to the information dis-
cussed in the presentation. 

The Bartelts invited any stu-
dents with sex or relationship 
questions to get in touch with 
them at jbartelt@laverne.edu.

Sarah Van Buskirk can be 
reached at sarah.vanbuskirk@
laverne.edu.

It’s Not Your Fault. 
1 . 8 0 0 . 6 5 6 . H O P E

National Sexual Assault Hotline
Free. Confidential. 24/7.

(Operated by RAINN—the Rape, Abuse & Incest National Network)
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First Person Experience:

Dipping a toe back in
Sumiko Rudisky
Staff Writer

With restrictions in Califor-
nia starting to lift it also meant 
that I was finally able to start 
practicing in person with the 
women’s water polo team and 
getting in the water to train on 
April 5.

I have been playing water 
polo since I was 10 years old and 
have never taken longer than a 
few weeks off from the sport.

So when we went into lock 
down I went from competing 
and practicing six to seven days 
a week to all of a sudden abso-
lutely nothing.

The team would spend many 

Zoom meetings throughout 
quarantine with our head coach 
and athletic trainer talking about 
the possibility of returning to 
practice, but nothing felt like it 
was certain.

When I got the message that 
we would be able to return this 
month, there was a lot of excite-
ment and worry about how out 
of shape I was.

My teammate Porsche Dou-
ble, a junior psychology ma-
jor, even texted me about how 
nervous she was about starting 
practices.

In order to be able to practice, 
we are under a lot of COVID re-
strictions and are still not able 
to practice at the full length or 

potential that we want to.
Practices that were once 

three-hours long are now only 
one hour. We are limited to hav-
ing one person in each lane and 
when we are on deck we must 
wear masks and practice social 
distancing.

“La Verne allowing us to get 
to phase one is fantastic because 
it indicates that we are going to 
go further,” said Pat Beemer, 
head coach of the women’s and 
men’s water polo teams.

One teammate Loreny Val-
dez, a senior health administra-
tion major and goalkeeper, had 
concerns about COVID and 
wasn’t fully sure if she want-
ed to come back, but felt more 

comfortable knowing all of the 
COVID protocols we have.

Everyone who is not fully 
vaccinated must show up to the 
school health center each Mon-
day at 9 a.m. to get COVID test-
ed, and if you miss it or don’t 
reschedule you are not allowed 
to practice for the week.

Before entering the pool we 
must fill out a questionnaire 
from an app called LiveSafe and 
get our temperatures checked at 
the door.

The first day of practice was 
the hardest for me, since I didn’t 
have a pool to train in during 
quarantine.

Since it had been over a year 
since I last swam, I jokingly told 
my teammates that I was going 
to drown and sink to the bottom 
of the pool.

After practice, I could not 
feel my arms. I had definitely 
never felt more out of shape than 
in that moment.

Despite that, it was exciting, 
knowing that I was going to be 
able to get back in the water and 
work out again and be fit.

“The hardest part was com-
ing back after a full year of not 

having training,” said Bianca 
Sanchez, junior biology major.

Not getting to see my team-
mates every day was also hard. 
We had all grown so close, to-
gether spending hours on deck 
and even getting to go to Min-
nesota with one another in Feb-
ruary of 2020, just before every-
thing shut down.

So when we were able to fi-
nally all see each other, even if 
it was socially distanced, it was 
really exciting.

We are currently still unable 
to do all the things that we want 
to in practice.

We are unable to have phys-
ical contact with one another, 
which has made things difficult 
since we are a contact sport.

Also, we can’t use balls or 
even put in goals. So at the mo-
ment all we are doing is swim-
ming.

I am two weeks into practic-
ing and feeling more and more 
in shape every day.

Hopefully soon we will be 
able to play games again.

Sumiko Rudisky can be 
reached at sumiko.rudisky@ 
laverne.edu.

Leos back to work on the diamond

Top: La Verne baseball 
players warm-up before prac-
tice by running sprints at Ben 
Hines Field on Monday. The 
baseball team returned to 
in-person practices March 29 
after the University lifted its 
COVID-related restrictions 
on team sports activities.

The players running are, 
from left to right, Jaylon 
Fong, sophomore pitcher; 
Will Waxman, freshman 
pitcher; Patrick Perez, in-
fielder; Chase Siffert, soph-
omore infielder; Vicente 
Molina, sophomore catcher; 
Anthony Salcedo, sophomore 
infielder; Cameron Slessor, 
sophomore infielder; Miguel 
España, sophomore infielder; 
Phillip Rojas, junior outfield-
er, and Luke Garcia, sopho-
more outfielder.

Left: Pitchers freshman 
Will Waxman, senior Logan 
Frye and junior Gerald Terry 
work on pitching drills in the 
bullpen at Ben Hines Field on 
Monday.
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Emily Alvarez

BUZZED DRIVING 
IS DRUNK DRIVING

I SHOULD 
PROBABLY 
GET A 
RIDE 
HOME.
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