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Since the start of the pandem-
ic last March when classes went 
all online, many University of 
La Verne faculty members have 
worked hard to teach to the best 
of their abilities while also look-
ing out for their students.

Learning through the pan-
demic has not just been chal-
lenging for those on the receiv-
ing end of education.

From mastering new tech-
nology to self-care strategies for 
students – it’s been a learning 
curve for all involved, including 
some golden moments.

Jason Neidleman, professor 
of political science, said that 
in some ways for him teaching 
online during the past year has 
been a “sweet spot” between his 
introverted and extroverted na-
tures.

Although it had been difficult 
to begin the process of online 
teaching, he has come to find it 
more enjoyable than when it first 
began.

He compared the faculty’s 
advance preparedness for this to 
Puerto Rico’s Hurricane Maria 
preparedness, noting how quick-
ly the faculty rose to the chal-
lenge at hand.

Although the University was 
originally not prepared for the 
full impact of the COVID-19 
pandemic, the effects of it could 
hopefully be enough to begin 
anticipation and adaptability for 
another potential catastrophe, 
Neidleman said.

“The students’ ability to 
overall adapt and have that un-
derstanding for the professors 
has been amazing,” Claire An-

gelici, instructor of modern lan-
guages, said. 

Not that there weren’t chal-
lenges.

Angelici said that video mute 
and avoiding “teaching into the 
void” was one challenge she 
worked hard to overcome with 
her students.

She began to offer extra cred-
it for those students who kept 
their video on.

The face-to-face connections 
are so crucial, she said. 

“It’s not just the teaching 
online that has had to be coped 
with, but all the catastrophes 
surrounding it, like the deaths, 
the racial injustice, and the 
wildfires,” Megan Granquist, 
director of the athletic training 
program and professor of kinesi-
ology, said. “It’s layers of heart-
break.”

Granquist, like many profes-
sors, said that the student bod-
ies’ resilience to the pandemic 
was inspiring. It taught her to 
be patient and allow herself per-
mission to not be perfect, as she 
put it.

Keeping students interac-
tive during class has also been 
a common goal for professors 
during quarantine.

Utilizing new and old tools 

such as Kahoot, dance breaks to 
Bruno Mars and Jamboard, an 
interactive online whiteboard, 
have been some of the ways 
Gyasmine George-Williams, 
assistant professor of education 
counseling, has been keeping 
students in touch during classes.

She said that incorporating 
self care into her teaching has 
been crucial as well.

George-Williams often holds 

check-ins during the week for 
her students to ask about any of 
the curriculum, but also to talk 
about any problems they may be 
having outside of school.

“Twenty percent of the time, 
[they] are about school, the 
other 80% end up being a safe 
space for them to open up about 
what’s really bothering them,” 
George-Williams said.

Incorporating new ways of 
teaching has been one of the few 
true positives for some profes-
sors.

Dion Johnson, director of 
art galleries, said he was able 
to make available new drawing 
software for his art students, 
which is something he plans to 
bring into his teaching when 
back to in-person learning.

Other professors also en-
joyed using new online tools for 

learning and agreed that they 
too would bring it back into the 
classroom when the time comes.

Making their way back into 
the classroom presents a new 
challenge for professors, as 
adapting to everyone’s comfort 
levels will be new territory to be 
surveyed.

D. Hill, adjunct professor of 
photography, said that now more 
than ever, students have been us-
ing their creativity to voice their 
emotions and feelings. 

He assigned a digital pho-
to journal for his photography 
class, which he said has become 
a “visual voice” for them.

Many of his students are just 
becoming comfortable with 
opening up, as a reflection to the 
lack of in-person connective ex-
pression.

That is why it is so important 
that people’s boundaries are re-
spected when back to in-person 
learning, he said.

“We will feel that same shock 
going back as we did when go-
ing virtual,” he said. ”We can get 
through it together if we respect 
one another, let’s all do it togeth-
er so we can get back to what we 
once called the norm.”

Lindsey Pacela can be 
reached at lindsey.pacela@ 
laverne.edu.
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Standing in solidarity

screenshot by Armida Carranza

University Chaplain Zandra Wagoner leads participants in light-
ing candles during an online event to show solidarity for the 
Asian American Pacific Islander community Tuesday on Zoom. 
Joining Wagoner in offering their reflections are Rose Dhaliw-
al, doctor of psychology student; Ian Lising, assistant professor 
of speech communications; alumna Damairis Lao; Nadine Na-

kamura, associate professor of psychology; Wendy Lau, board 
of trustees member; Cathy Irwin, professor of English; alumnus 
Chris Pulu; Alexandra Burrel, chief diversity, equity and inclu-
sion officer; and Devorah Lieberman, university president. The 
event was sponsored by the Center for Multicultural Services and 
the Office of Civic and Community Engagement.

Baseball
back in 
action
Sebastián Abdon Ibarra
LV Life Editor

After winning their pandem-
ic-delayed season opener by a 
score of 12-1, La Verne would 
drop the next two games to lose 
the season series against Chap-
man on Saturday and Sunday. 

It had been 415 days since a 
baseball game had been played 
at Ben Hines Field, and Sat-
urday’s opening day double-
header against Chapman pro-
vided the Leopards with their 
first meaningful game since the 
COVID-19 pandemic caused 
the Southern California Inter-
collegiate Athletic Conference 
to shut down March 12, 2020. 

Because the pandemic is 
still ongoing, only four teams 
have opted in to the 2021 SCI-
AC baseball season – La Verne, 
Chapman, Redlands and Cal Lu-
theran. The Leopards will face 
each of the other teams in suc-
cessive weekends, then the four 
will face off for a round robin 
postseason championship tour-
nament May 21-23.

By the way the Leopards 
came out of the gates in game 
one, it was clear that they were 
champing at the bit for the op-
portunity to get back on the di-
amond. 

They faced a tough chal-
lenge for their first game back, 
squaring off against the reign-
ing NCAA Division III national 
champion Chapman Panthers. 

The Leopards were unfazed 
by the Panthers’ reputation and 
took game one, 12-1, in seven 
innings, by way of the mercy 
rule. 

Sean Holt, junior pitcher, 
got the opening day start for La 
Verne in game one.

He set the tone for the La 
Verne pitching staff, going three 
innings while only giving up one 
earned run. 

Holt said he was able to keep 
his arm built up to where he 
would be able to perform for his 
start by being creative in finding 
places to throw during the shut-
down. 

“Finding places like Las 

Profs reflect on year of online teaching

‘It’s not just the teaching online that has 
had to be coped with, but all the 

catastrophes surrounding it, like the 
deaths, the racial injustice and the wildfires. 

It’s layers of heartbreak.’
— Megan Granquist, 

professor of kinesiology

Continued on page 5



Taylor Moore
Staff Writer

The University of La Verne’s 
Office of Religious and Spiritu-
al Life hosted a “Strategies for 
Healing” panel to explore ques-
tions regarding interfaith strate-
gies and how they can be used to 
fight against racial injustice on 
Monday via Zoom. 

The event was moderated 
by Zandra Wagoner, universi-
ty chaplain and joined by three 
panelists before an audience of 
28. 

“In my experience, I have 
seen students deeply involved 
with the strategies of interfaith 
and using those strategies to 
grow a confidence in navigating 
racial injustice,” Wagoner said. 

Wagoner said that it is im-
portant to understand that, as 
humans, we live very nuanced 
and complicated lives within our 
identities.

The importance of interfaith 
work is not about finding the 
least common denominator and 
building relationships on that, 
but finding ways to fully be 
ourselves and bringing our full 
identity with us in those rela-
tionships with those differences, 
she said. 

Wagoner presented a Pow-
erPoint in which she described 
two categories of interfaith co-
operation strategies.

According to Wagoner, the 
Interfaith Youth Core defined in-
terfaith cooperation as a way to 
achieve pluralism.

It is a process in which people 
who orient themselves around 
religion differently come togeth-
er in ways that respect different 
identities, build mutually inspir-
ing relationships, and engage in 
common action around issues of 
a shared concern. 

The first were personal de-
velopment strategies, where a 
person brings their full, whole, 
authentic self to relationships 
beyond differences and devel-
opments appreciative knowl-
edge about other traditions or 
perspectives while recognizing 
intersectionality, privilege, in-
equalities, and histories of op-
pression.

Wagoner described these 
types of strategies as the pre-
work of life long work that we 
can do to help heal from racial 
injustice. 

The second were relation-
al, bridge-building strategies, 
which entail more work than the 
first strategy.

It involves one committing 
to active engagement with di-
versity, asking questions with 
curiosity along with the desire to 
understand, respecting others by 
acknowledging real differences, 
intentionally finding shared val-
ues, and seeking opportunities 
for common action around the 
common good.

In other words, understand-
ing that maintaining a relation-
ship is more important than be-
ing right. 

“Interfaith work is implying 
restorative strategies,” Wagoner 
said. “If I notice that I have said 
something offensive, I can ac-
knowledge it and try to fix it by 
saying, ‘Pardon my ignorance, 
can you tell me more?’” 

Cathy Irwin, professor of En-
glish and one of the panelists, 
talked about how she wrestled 
with two faiths she practices.

She was raised Catholic, but 
was drawn to Buddhism in her 
20s.

She also talked about how 
asking an Asian American to be 
vulnerable by completely dis-
playing their full identity is dif-
ferent to asking a white person 
to do the same. 

“The two main values from 
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Jonathan Garcia
Staff Writer

Patricia Taylor, associate pro-
fessor of education, shared her 
career journey via the concept of 
planting seeds on Tuesday at her 
talk, titled “With Seeds in My 
Hair: The Journey, the Destina-
tion, and Steps Along the Way,” 
via Zoom.

Taylor’s talk was attended 
by 43 faculty, staff and students 
and served as her last lecture, as 
she will retire at the end of this 
academic year. Taylor spent 31 
years at the University of La 
Verne.

Throughout her time at the 
University, she served as pro-
gram chairperson for special ed-
ucation programs, a member of 
the campus ministry, an advisor 
on the American With Disabili-
ties Act Task Force, an assembly 
chairperson, a representative to 
the board of trustees and was 
the founder and co-director of 
the Center for Neurodiversity, 
Learning, and Wellness.

Taylor began her lecture by 
explaining the etymology of the 
word lecture, which she said 
first meant to write, then to read 
what was written, then to scold.

“I’m not going to do any 
scolding today, I’m going to do 
some planting. This in fact will 
be my last planting,” Taylor 
said.

Throughout the talk she re-
flected back on her ancestry, 
60% of it being from Africa. 
She attributes her resilience and 
strength to her ancestry.

Taylor explained the title of 

her talk, linking it back to her 
ancestry. She said that when Af-
ricans knew they were coming 
to be enslaved they would braid 
rice in their hair for currency.

“The seeds that I’m mostly 
interested in this planting are the 
ones that are invisible,” Taylor 
said. “Thinking about what in 
me is deeply held, deeply under-
stood; cellular if you will, soul-
ful if you will.”

Taylor talked about one of 
her mentors Micheal Meade’s 
“Throw Yourself Like Seed,” 
and so she took his advice.

“I took all of my seeds and 
I just threw them out and they 
germinated in this place or that 
place. Sometimes I had to do ex-

tra special nurturing to get it to 
work out,” Taylor said.

“My ancestors told me to 
plant those seeds and so I planted 
them in thinking about kids that 
were struggling, graduate stu-
dents that were struggling, grad-
uate students who were getting 
thrown out of classes because 
they were too loud or they were 
not cooperative” Taylor said. “I 

planted myself there and I found 
meaning in being there for me 
and being there for them.”

Taylor talked about the var-
ious seeds she planted in her 
journey.

She said she planted four 
seeds in total: the acorn, rice, 
mustard and willow seeds.

The acorn seed helps her re-
alize hidden potential, rice seed 

reminds her to never close off 
tears, mustard seed reminds her 
to be compassionate and the wil-
low seed to remind her to move 
out of the way.

“No matter how difficult the 
journey, the seeds I bring must 
be planted and given a chance to 
grow and thrive,” Taylor said.

Taylor ended with a quote 

Taylor plants seeds as she leaves LV

screenshot by Christine Diaz

Patricia Taylor, associate professor of education and special edu-
cation program coordinator, smiles during her last lecture Tuesday 
after spending 27 years with the La Verne community. The presenta-
tion, titled “With Seeds In My Hair: The Journey, The Destination, 
and Steps Along the Way,” detailed her life experiences and strug-

gles while teaching at the University. Audience members included 
Deborah Olson, professor of management and leadership; Rosey 
Koehler; William Cook, professor emeritus of English; Jack Meek, 
professor of public administration; Donna Redman, associate pro-
fessor of education; and Al Clark, professor of humanities.

Panel considers interfaith 
strategies for racism, injustice

The American Museum of 
Ceramic Art is holding this 
year’s high school exhibition 
publicly and went virtual for 
the second year in a row.

Different from past years, 
this year’s was opened up to 
nationwide entries, rather than 
its customary exclusivity to 
California students.

“The ability to go virtual 
solved a lot of transport prob-
lems for students who may not 
have been able to previously 
get into L.A.,” Ashley Rowley, 
education manager at the mu-
seum, said.

She said she was impressed 
with the high quality of work 
from the applicants, even 
though many of the usual art 
tools and resources for students 
were unavailable due to the 
COVID-19 pandemic this year.

“They still deserved to be 
honored, both the students and 

the teachers,” Rowley said.
This year, 181 students ap-

plied and 100 pieces were ac-
cepted, featuring students from 
38 high schools in 17 states.

Each piece was carefully 
considered by a panel of judges 
in terms of quality, design, and 
if it told a story.

Each student was allowed 
to submit up to two pieces, 
including the details of name, 
school, and their arts teacher.

The top three winners were 
held in the categories of Class 
of 2021, Class of 2022, and 
Classes of 2023-2024.

Each top contestant won a 
cash prize and a membership 
to the museum.

The exhibit is available on-
line through Aug. 31.

For more information, visit 
the AMOCA website, amoca.
org.

—Lindsey Pacela

AMOCA honors
HS student work

Continued on page 3

Continued on page 3

Last lecture 
focuses on 
her journey



The award-winning Cam-
pus Times online edition is 
updated throughout the week 
with event coverage and 
breaking news.

Visit lvcampustimes.org 
for current and past stories, 
and additional columns and 
blogs.

You can like us on Facebook and follow us 
on Twitter @lvcampustimes and Instagram  
@campustimes for all the latest updates on local and 
on-campus news. Send us story ideas over social media 
or email to ctimes@laverne.edu.
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The Campus Times is 

committed to accuracy. 
When we make mistakes, 
however, it is our policy 
to correct them as soon 
as they are brought to 
our attention. If you find 
a mistake in the Campus 
Times, please let us know 
at ctimes@laverne.edu.
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President Joe Biden’s ambitious American 
Families Plan, announced April 28, is a big 
step forward in investing in American fami-

lies and education.
One of the goals of the American Families Plan 

is to help families cover basic expenses, including 
lowering health insurance premiums while ensuring 
that families earning less than $400,000 pay lower 
taxes.

More specifically, the plan includes $1.8 trillion 
in investments and tax credits for American families 
and children over 10 years as well as $1 trillion in 
other investments and $8 billion in tax cuts for fam-
ilies and workers.

Preschool has been shown to help children adjust 
to kindergarten better and helps children improve 
early cognitive, literacy and mathematical skills, ac-
cording to Great Schools.

With the Plan, families will be guaranteed quality 
preschools for all children ages 3 and 4 with $200 
billion being allocated to fund the schooling.

College students and educators are also included 
in the American Families Plan with an allocation of 
$109 billion to make two years of community col-
lege free.

Beyond that, college will also be made more af-
fordable with $80 billion invested in increasing Pell 
Grants for students.

Colleges and universities that serve underserved 
communities will also be receiving money to im-
prove affordability, including $46 billion to Histor-
ically Black Colleges and Universities, Tribal Col-
leges and Universities, and other minority serving 

institutions.
In order to ensure quality and diverse education, 

$9 billion will also be invested in training, equip-
ping and diversifying teachers and professors.

Making college affordable is one thing, but im-
proving retention and completion rates is another 
problem.

The overall six year graduation rate for first-time, 
full-time undergraduate students who completed a 
bachelor’s degree at the same institution they started 
at was just 62% in 2018, according to the National 
Center for Education Statistics.

The Plan seeks to better that by investing $62 bil-
lion for improving college retention and completion 
rates.

It is no secret that lower and middle income fam-
ilies struggle with basic needs and that college is 
increasingly becoming less affordable, but Biden’s 
American Families Plan is a clear step to making 
sure that people are not struggling financially.

It may seem like a steep price point, but there 
isn’t a price point in investing in American families 
and workers to ensure that everyone has at least the 
bare minimum.

LeTTers To The edITor
The Campus Times encourages readers to sub-

mit letters to the editors regarding topics covered 
in the paper. Letters should be no more than 400 
words in length and are due by Tuesday at 3 p.m. 
The Campus Times reserves the right to edit let-
ters for clarity, space and libel. Letters may be 
sent to ctimes@laverne.edu.

Biden takes step forward 
for American families

Interfaith...
Continued from page 2
racial justice are fairness and 
equity,” Irwin said. “We must 
ask ourselves if those two values 
alone can take us where we have 
to be as a community and sus-
tain us as a society. The shared 
values from interfaith strategies 
can really help with our justice 
work.” 

Christian Bracho, associate 
professor of teacher education 
and co-director of the Center for 
Educational Equity and Inter-
cultural Research, was another 
panelist.

Bracho talked about his up-
bringing as a Mexican Catholic.

“I was a queer kid in the 
church, wondering if there was 
a place for me and being asked if 
my parents were illegal because 
they were Mexican,” Bracho 
said. 

He talked about the ways in 
which brown and Black children 
are criminalized, which often 
leads to actual criminalization 
later on in their lives. 

He said that equality is not 
the only thing his institution is 
striving for, but also justice. 

He was a teacher during 9/11 
and witnessed racism toward Is-
lam and Iraq.

He felt disempowered as a 
teacher, so he went to the Ahim-
sa Center at Cal Poly Pomona to 
learn about ways of nonviolence 
and brought that knowledge 
back to his classroom.

Bracho described that as in-
terfaith, coming together and 
dialoguing the racism that they 
have witnessed and wanting to 
make a change. 

“There has to be a vulnerabil-
ity in wanting to engage in this 
work,” Bracho said. “It’s im-
portant to keep doing the work 
every day and recognizing that 
it’s not perfect.” 

Richard Rose, professor of 
religion and philosophy and a 
panelist, talked about how help-
ful sharing can be in the field of 
interfaith studies.

For 25 years, he has taught 
world religions east courses at 
ULV and had students visit ac-
tual religious sites.

There, the students met with 
a tour guide that explained their 
beliefs and they held them. 

“What I found in my work is 
a willingness to share with those 
involved in interfaith exchange 
processes, and that provides the 
means to success to a large de-
gree,” Rose said. 

Rose said that there are two 
attitudes: the willingness to 
learn from others and the will-
ingness to share with others, 
which creates an opportunity to 
exchange multiple ideas. 

Patricia Williams, a student 
in the master’s of business ad-
ministration program, said dis-
cussions like the ones in this 
event are impactful. 

“I have been making efforts 
for self reflection on the im-
portant topics discussed here 
today,” Williams said. “It does 
help me have confidence to have 
the ‘small conversations’ in my 
personal life and work environ-
ment.” 

Wagoner said that, from all 
three panelists, she heard the 
desire to hold those intentions of 
wanting to use interfaith strate-
gies to build toward racial jus-
tice, while not wanting to lose 
sight that racial injustice is a 
tough nut to crack. 

“Respect in interfaith circles 
means actually seeing and ac-
knowledging those real differ-
ences,” Wagoner said. “Let’s 
relish and really see those differ-
ences in worldviews before we 
collapse into thinking that we’re 
all the same.” 

Taylor Moore can be reached 
at taylor.moore@laverne.edu.

from Harriet Tubman’s where 
on her deathbed she stated, “I 
go to prepare a place for you.” 
Taylor paired the quote with the 
music video “Stand Up” from 
the 2019 Harriet Tubman biop-
ic, “Harriet.”

“I’m going to prepare a place 
for the folks who are coming be-
hind. I’m vacating that area to 
let it be filled by others and to 
welcome them to tell their sto-
ries and plant their seeds,” Tay-
lor said. 

Shelley Urbizagestegui, li-
brarian of research and instruc-
tion, said she has worked with 
Taylor throughout the years.

“She is one of the most car-

ing, sincere people I ever met,” 
Urbizagastegui said. “I wish 
everyone had the empathy she 
had.”

“It was excellent and a breath 
of fresh air,” Rick Hasse, in-
structor of accounting and fi-
nance, said. “She has a great 
heart and cares about the stu-
dents.”

Al Clark, professor of hu-
manities, said that it was clear 
that Taylor’s priority was her 
students.

“You could tell how genuine 
in people she is,” Clark said.

Jonathan Garcia can be 
reached at jonathan.garcia3@
laverne.edu.

Taylor...
Continued from page 2



Anabel Martinez
Staff Writer

University of La Verne stu-
dents were able to learn about 
different countries and add to 
their travel bucket list at the 
Language and Culture Club’s 
Virtual World Tour, last week on 
Zoom.

The club’s members prepared 
a presentation in advance of the 
April 28 event and shared the 
beauty of language and culture 
in various parts of the world to 
an audience of 14 participants.

“Not a lot of people are trav-
eling and I thought to make a 
community within the univer-
sity, allowing yourself to learn 
about different cultures and lan-
guages feels like you’re going to 
these places,” said Daniela Sala-
zar, president of the Language 
and Culture Club and senior bi-
ology major.

Alexander Vargas, event 
coordinator and senior history 
major, shared his research on 
Mexico’s diverse population and 
Aztec culture and language that 
still remains relevant in Mexican 
traditions today on the behalf of 
Phi Alpha Theta.

“What’s kind of forgotten is 
how many native people make 
up the population as well,” Var-
gas said in his presentation.

Vargas showed the viewers 
images of the animated charac-
ter Dante from the film, “Coco,” 
who was inspired by Mexico’s 
national dog, the Xoloitzcuintli, 
commonly known as a Mexican 

hairless dog.
Vargas said the word, 

Xoloitzcuintli, originates from 
Aztec language.

“No matter where you go in 
Mexico, the native culture al-
ways shines through,” Vargas 
said.

He also discussed the ori-
gins of Day of the Dead tradi-
tions and how that is reflected in 
“Coco” as well.

Salma Mendez-Amador, club 
secretary and sophomore child 
development major, said she 
wants to travel to Switzerland to 
experience its beautiful nature.

“I think it’s really pretty and 
has a lot of nice scenery. The air 
there is probably very nice and 
crisp,” Mendez-Amador said.

Mendez-Amador talked 
about Switzerland’s four official 

languages, the history of its flag 
and ended advising the audience 
to visit it during July and Sep-
tember for warm, summer activ-
ities.

Yessica Rodriguez, treasurer 
for the Language and Culture 
Club and sophomore psychol-
ogy major, shared the beauties 
of Italian, a language she’s also 
learning.

“Something else that I really 
love about the country is that 
the architecture is amazing and 
to me, it looks like heaven. It’s 
really nice. You can see it in the 
buildings and streets in every 
way,” Rodriguez said.

Other students talked about 
France’s famous Cannes Film 
Festival, the islands in Greece, 
Finland’s education system and 
Japan’s Mount Fuji.

Students exchanged safety 
tips, recommendations and their 
travel goals as well.

“I’ve traveled a lot in my life 
and it’s one of the best experi-
ences I could ever have. Go-
ing to a different country (and) 
learning about the language, 
even a few phrases before I get 
there... I think it makes a differ-
ence in how you live as a per-
son,” Salazar said.

The Language and Culture 
Club ended the night with a 
round of Kahoot!, a quiz-based 
virtual game. Participants joined 
the game from their devices 
and competed with others to 
answer questions on the facts 
they learned for a chance to win 
a prize. The top three winners 
each won a $25 gift card for a 
food delivery service of their 

choice.
“I was excited to learn about 

the places that the e-board mem-
bers researched and to get a little 
more knowledge on the differ-
ent countries out there... and the 
languages and culture,” Natalie 
Garcia, vice president of the 
club and junior sociology major, 
said.

The Language and Culture 
Club’s events are open to all 
ULV students and faculty.

“We’re inclusive to every-
body no matter their back-
ground, their culture or where 
they’re from,” Garcia said. “We 
invite anybody and everybody 
to join so that there’s a place for 
everyone.”

Anabel Martinez can be 
reached at anabel.martinez2@
laverne.edu.
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LvLifeLife
Club presents inclusive world tour

screenshot by Ashton Berry

Yessica Rodriguez, sophomore psychology major and treasurer of 
the Language and Culture Club, discusses the population and cul-

ture of Italy and the history of the Italian language April 28 at the 
club’s Virtual World Tour event held via Zoom.

Andrea Molina
Staff Writer 

April’s “Life After La Verne: 
Alumni Roundtable” featured 
Doug Bradley, owner of Ever-
est Legal Marketing, and Vidya 
Narayanaswamy, pharmaceu-
tical scientist, who shared their 
experiences and tips on building 
connections and establishing 
themselves professionally. 

More than 30 people attended 
the April 28  Zoom event, which 
was organized by the First Gen-
eration and Peer Mentoring Of-
fice’s Cassandra Godinez, who 
is coordinator of the office’s 
STEM Pathway and Peer Men-
torship.

Narayanaswamy, who did her 
undergraduate work in India,  
and came to the United States on 
a student visa, earning her MBA 
at ULV. 

“My background experience 
and education was in biochem-
istry,” Narayanaswam said. 
“When I graduated from La 
Verne, I felt confident in my 
skills in business.”  

“Starting my career  I didn’t 
have a clear focus of what I 
wanted to be,” said Narayanas-
wamy. “But as I went through 
my career, I figured the path I 
needed to take.” 

Narayanaswamy said there is 
a cultural difference between ed-
ucation in India and the United 
States.

There is a lot more hands-
on experience at universities in 
the United States while  India is 
more knowledge focused, she 
said.

Narayanaswamy said she 
loved her professors at La Verne 
and their commitment to help 
students succeed. 

Bradley, who graduated in 
2005 with a double major in 
broadcasting and business said 
he took a four-year gap in his 
transition from high school to 
college. 

He decided to pursue a de-
gree when he met his wife, he 
said. 

Bradley said he chose La 
Verne because it was close to 
home and he liked the environ-

ment. The small classes allowed 
him to connect with his profes-
sors, he said.

Both Bradley and Narayanas-
wamy were first-generation stu-
dents.

“When I first started college, 
I wanted to study medicine,” 
Narayanaswamy said. “(But) in 
India I didn’t have the rank to 
pursue a career in medicine.” 

First-generation students 
don’t always have family guid-
ance, she said, adding that she 

carved her own path and learned 
from her mistakes. 

Finding a mentor is key, she 
said.

Bradley said there were times 
he felt frustrated. He thought his 
student loans would run out, and 
he had doubts about his major 
choices. But he added that he 
learned as he went along. 

“My lesson was to lean into 
failures because they are not 
failures if you learn something 
from them,” said Bradley.

Narayanaswamy advised her 
audience to take advantage of 
the  connections made at ULV, 
and add them to your LinkedIn 
networks.

Bradley reiterated the impor-
tance of making connections, as 
relationships might lead to job 
opportunities. La Verne taught 
him that opportunities are every-
where, he said. 

Andrea Molina can 
be reached at andrea. 
molinamartinez@laverne.edu.

Alumni share career tips, life lessons at panel
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1 . 8 0 0 . 6 5 6 . H O P E

National Sexual Assault Hotline
Free. Confidential. 24/7.

(Operated by RAINN—the Rape, Abuse & Incest National Network)
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Flores Park to throw long toss 
was so important,” he said. 

Holt said he was excited to 
get back on the field for the first 
time in over a year. 

“It feels great. We were 
working really hard to get back 
out here and we are glad to be 
able to,” Holt said.

Cameron Slessor, freshman 
third baseman, led the way of-
fensively for the Leopards, 
reaching base in all four of his 
plate appearances, including a 
two RBI double in the first in-
ning that gave La Verne a 4-0 
lead.

However, it really was a team 
effort as six other Leopards 
drove in at least one run, includ-
ing three who had two RBI base 
hits. 

“Everyone was prepared, we 
were working really hard as a 
team. It was all about putting the 
ball in play and having the right 
approach,” Slessor said. 

He said it felt great to not 
only be able to play baseball 
again, but to also have such a 
successful start to the season 
against a tough team. 

“Today was a test game and 
we have to carry it on for the rest 
of the season,” Slessor said. 

On the other side, the Chap-
man bats were stifled by La 
Verne’s pitching, only mustering 
four hits over the seven innings.

Their only run came across in 
the top of the third.

Senior left fielder Mike Gor-
man, who led off the inning for 
Chapman, reached on an infield 
single that kicked off the first 
base bag.

John Bike, the Leopards’ 

sophomore first baseman, made 
a nice play to stay with the ball 
off the carom but was unable to 
make an accurate throw.

Two batters later Chapman 
junior shortstop Drew Littwin 
ripped a double down the third 
base line to score Gorman from 
first.

Holt struck out the next batter 
to end the inning. 

La Verne came out and played 
a clean game, besides one error, 
and seemed to be poised and 
well prepared. 

Head coach Scott Winterburn 
said that all credit should go to 
his players for the difficult task 
of keeping themselves prepared 
during the long break caused by 
the pandemic. 

“They all trained on their 
own and held themselves ac-
countable, all credit goes to 
them,” Winterburn said. 

Holt was the winning pitch-
er for the Leopards, with Chap-
man sophomore starter Wyatt 
Thompson being charged with 
the loss. 

Game two was much closer, 
with Chapman winning, 9-6.

La Verne came back from a 
3-0 deficit to tie the game in the 
fifth, took the lead in the sixth, 
but gave up the lead the next half 
inning and never got it back. 

The Panthers came out hot 
right out of the gate after their 
humiliating loss in game one. 

Senior first baseman Mack 
Cheli hit an opposite field two 
run home run that already dou-
bled their offensive production 
in game one. 

Meanwhile, the Leopards 
struggled hitting with runners 

in scoring position in the first 
two innings, leaving five men on 
base.

They were unable to convert 
on two scoring opportunities, in-
cluding a bases loaded situation 
with only one out in the second. 

They finally broke through 
on a two RBI single by Patrick 
Perez, sophomore first baseman, 
after the first two batters reached 
base after being hit by pitches. 

La Verne batters being hit 
would continue to be a theme 
in the game and would be a big 
turning point in the later innings. 

Perez was the offensive star 
for the Leopards in game two.

He accounted for half of 
their runs driven in, and gave 
La Verne their only lead of the 
game in the bottom of the sixth 
with his single to make the score 
5-4 La Verne.

“We’ve been getting a lot of 
looks in the cages, so I felt really 
prepared for today,” said Perez. 

La Verne pitchers struggled 
in game two.

The Panthers pounced on 
sophomore right-hander Gerald 
Terry for five runs in the seventh 
inning to make the score 9-5, 
including a no doubt three-run 
home run by senior third base-
man Henry Zeister.

It would be a deficit the Leop-
ards could not recover from. 

“Our pitchers were pitching 
well all day,” Winterburn said. 
“In the second game, especially 
in the seventh, our pitches got 
too much of the plate and Chap-
man finally caught up to us.” 

One bright spot for La Verne 
pitching was in the sixth inning. 
Chapman was threatening with 

runners on second and third and 
one out.

After La Verne had just tied 
the game the previous inning, 
Winterburn went to the bullpen. 
Logan Frye, senior right-hander, 
came in and struck out the next 
two batters to keep the game tied 
at four. 

La Verne’s best chance to get 
back in the game would be in the 
eighth.

With two runners on and 
down by three runs freshman 
second baseman Chase Siffert 
was hit by a pitch, but was called 
out on strikes after the umpire 
ruled he leaned into the pitch.

Up to that point La Verne bat-
ters had drawn five HBPs. The 
Chapman coaching staff was 
chirping and complaining to the 
home plate umpire all game.

The play looked routine as 
Siffert was hit on the elbow as 
he turned his back away from 
the ball, but the umpire saw it 
differently.

Winterburn came out to dis-
cuss the call with the umpire.

“If the umpire rules that a 
batter intentionally leans into a 
pitch, it automatically becomes 
a strike. Since Chase had two 
strikes already, it was ruled 
strike three. I asked if that was 
the call and he said yes, and I 
was satisfied,” Winterburn said. 

Down by three in the ninth, 
the Leopards would not threaten 
to score.

Right fielder Brandon Shio-
ta would reach base on a hit 
by pitch, that was not ruled to 
be intentional, but he would be 
stranded.

Chapman senior starter Cody 

Turner went five innings and ju-
nior Ben Ziv finished out the last 
four innings, getting his second 
win of the season. Terry picked 
up the loss for La Verne. 

On Sunday La Verne traveled 
to Chapman and dropped the fi-
nale, 9-3.

The Leopards came back 
to tie the game 3-3 in the fifth, 
but Chapman regained the lead 
with four runs in the sixth and 
two more in the eighth to put the 
game out of reach.

La Verne played a much 
sloppier game than their first 
two contests, with three errors 
that did not aid their comeback 
effort. 

Adam Santa Cruz, senior 
catcher, and Slessor led the way 
offensively for the Leopards, 
combining for five of La Verne’s 
six hits.

Frye was La Verne’s best 
pitcher of the game, going two 
scoreless innings with one 
strikeout. 

Senior starter Riley Glenn 
was lights out for Chapman, 
earning his third win of the year.

He went seven strong in-
nings, allowing one earned run 
on five hits and striking out four. 
La Verne junior right-hander Ty-
ler Lawson was charged with the 
loss. 

Sunday’s loss puts La Verne 
at 1-2 to start the shortened sea-
son.

They will look to bounce 
back on Friday against No. 24 
Cal Lutheran. First pitch is set 
for 3 p.m. at Ben Hines Field.

Sebastián Abdon Ibarra can 
be reached at sebastian.ibarra@ 
laverne.edu.

Baseball...
Continued from page 1


