
Taylor Moore
LV Life Editor

For couples and singles alike, 
the COVID-19 pandemic has 
posed a challenge to their love 
lives. 

Many couples have been 
forced to spend time apart in 
relative isolation, while singles 
have had to rethink their dating 
strategies due to the mandatory 
lockdowns and other pandem-
ic restrictions, which began in 
March of last year.

Peter Trinh, a sophomore 
business major, started dating 
his girlfriend, Jessica Pegg, in 
December 2019, just before the 
emergence of COVID-19 in the 
United States. 

When pandemic stay-at-
home orders came down in 

March 2020, forcing schools 
and businesses to close tempo-
rarily, the couple’s developing 
romance was put to the test when 
they determined they could no 
longer see each other in person 
–  at least not for awhile. 

For two months, Trinh and 
Pegg’s contact was limited to 
Facetime and texting.

They would spend hours on 
the phone talking to each other 
to try to recreate the feeling of 
being around each other. 

Trinh said that after a while, 
the pair got tired of not being 
able to see each other, so they 
made the decision to get togeth-
er in person – cautiously. 

According to an online sur-
vey from Statista titled “U.S. 
Online Dating Platform Usage 
Amid COVID-19 Pandemic 

2020” generated by social me-
dia responses, 31 percent of re-
spondents reported using online 
dating apps or services, such 
as social media, more amid the 
pandemic than they did prior to 
the pandemic.

Online dating apps encourage 
users to stop  meeting in person 
and focus more on engaging vir-
tually, and they operate as public 
health advocates urging people 
to stay home, wash their hands, 
practice social distance and con-
sult a doctor if they start to feel 
any COVID symptoms. 

The COVID policies of 
Match and Tinder, specifically, 
advise users to adhere to expert 
guidance from the Centers for 
Disease Control and Prevention 
when they do date in person, 
such as wearing masks, being 

deliberate about selecting a safe 
date spot and not rushing physi-
cal contact.

Tinder also recently gave 
away hundreds of free mail-in 
COVID test kits to its users to 
further encourage safe dating 
behavior. 

Trinh and Pegg met some-
where outdoors in May 2020 
and made sure to wear facial 

coverings.
“At first, it was difficult, but 

then after we just kind of grew 
into the idea of seeing each other 
with masks on,” Trinh said. 

Their dates were always out-
doors, and their physical contact 
was limited for the sake of keep-
ing their families safe. 

After a few months spend-
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William Hardy

Ja-Amen beats the drum at the Rites of Passage 
event, which honors the circle of life, the journey 

of ancestors and one’s personal journey in life, on 
Sept. 3 at the Ludwick Center.

Students reflect 
on community at 
Rites of Passage
Greta Taylor
Staff Writer

About 40 members of the 
University of La Verne commu-
nity came together for the Rites 
of Passage event Sept. 3 to em-
phasize the importance of com-
munity and knowledge.

The beat of a drum played by 
Ja-Amen resonated in the Lud-
wick Center Sacred Space.

The circular shape of the 
room further reflected the pur-
pose of the event.

Misty Levingston, associate 
director of multicultural affairs 
and Black student services, in-
troduced the event about culture 
and community.

”I would hope students will 
learn something new about their 
culture or another culture,” Lev-
ingston said.

Rites of passage are about 
the circle of life, the journey of 
one’s ancestors and the personal 
journey. 

Every chair was filled and 
some students stood in the back 
among University faculty and 
staff including University Pres-
ident Devorah Lieberman.

The event was sponsored by 
Black Student Services, The 
Center for Multicultural Ser-
vices and other organizations.

Renee Barnes, a religion and 
philosophy student, performed 
luminal space and libations.

The purpose of these rituals 
is  to honor the ancestors, Banes 
said.

“To know that our ancestors 
have given us the tools we need 

to get through a passage point, 
because we all pass through 
some points of our lives,” 
Barnes said.

Richard Rose, professor of 
religion and philosophy, em-
phasized the deep connection 
between people, the past, the 
present and the planet.

“I hope the students would 
see the link between indigenous 
cultures, concern for the earth 
and our (University’s) values 
and how important it is to use 
those things as foundational 
principles to build our future,” 
Rose said.

After the program, partici-
pants moved to the Reflection 
Pond for the passing of the flame 
ceremony.

Rose spoke of fire as a repre-
sentation of knowledge and wa-
ter to represent wisdom, peace-
making, purity and cleaning.  

He also incorporated the the-
ory of yin, yang, and the cultural 
significance of elements.

As participants lit the candle 
of the person next to them they 
said: “I will take what I learned 
and pass it on to others.”

Drake Ingram, sophomore 
criminology major and president 
of Brother’s Forum, said cultur-
al education is the key to unity.

“Encourage learning. Take a 
Black course, take any (cultural) 
course that’s not the predomi-
nant (culture),” Ingram said.

For Black students at the Uni-
versity of La Verne and through-
out California, finding an iden-
tity and belonging on university 

Continued on page 6

Romance blossoms virtually amid pandemic

Continued on page 6



opInIons
 Page 2 Campus TImes  September 10, 2021

LeTTers To The edITor
The Campus Times encourages readers to sub-

mit letters to the editors regarding topics covered 
in the paper. Letters should be no more than 400 
words in length and are due by Tuesday at 3 p.m. 
The Campus Times reserves the right to edit let-
ters for clarity, space and libel. Letters may be 
sent to ctimes@laverne.edu.

The low rates of COVID-19 vaccinations among 
high school students in California is disappoint-
ing. While 69% of all Californians have received 

at least one dose, according to USAFacts, that number is 
only 9.45% for 12-17 year olds.

When students are not vaccinated, the risk of higher 
transmission rates within the schools increases and dom-
ino effects to communities and 
further.

Many schools have just been 
referring to the bare minimum 
guidelines provided by their 
county and doing no further in 
fear of litigation and press.

However, the Los Angeles 
Unified School District is bucking the trend and consid-
ering becoming the first district in the nation to require 
mandatory vaccinations for all eligible students. All other 
school districts should follow suit.

According to the California All website for tracking 
COVID-19 in California, as of Thursday, minors current-
ly account for 14.2% of the state’s total confirmed cases.

Although the death rate is extremely low at 1%, the 

long-term effects of the illness are still not fully under-
stood and the risk of spreading the infection from person 
to person is still possible and high, according to the Cen-
ters for Disease Control’s site for COVID-19.

Even mask mandates and other guidelines to stop the 
spread of COVID-19 are frustratingly inconsistent. In 
predominantly politically conservative school districts 

such as San Diego Unified, their policies are less strict 
than districts swaying more liberal such as San Francisco 
Unified.

According to the San Diego Unified District’s site, 
“staff are required to get vaccinated or take part in week-
ly COVID-19 testing,” while students are not required to 
be vaccinated or be tested, they can optionally test, “as 
testing equipment allows’.”

The San Francisco Unified District’s website states 
that every student in the district is required to answer a 
“daily health screening” test online to reduce the risk of 
spreading the infection.

San Diego Unified has placed their COVID-19 tab 
second to last at the top of their web page, whereas San 
Francisco Unified has placed it as first.

As for Bonita Unified School 
District in La Verne, a daily screen-
ing is also required of all students, 
according to their Unified District 
site.

Face coverings become a little 
more specific for this district as 
they are required, but with excep-

tions clearly laid out.
They are required but are given an exception when it 

comes to eating, drinking, for a therapy session, a “dis-
ability, mental health condition, or other sensory sensitiv-
ity,” or if suggested not to by their medical professional.

In order to be granted an exception to this rule, a form 
must be completed with the signature of the medical pro-
vider, including information about themselves and their 
practice.

Gov. Gavin Newsom said in a recent school visit in 
San Bernardino County that masks were keeping students 
safe and at school for in-person instruction.

He briefly made a comment on how he was taking the 
advice of the CDC and the American Academy of Pediat-
rics, rather than the advice more in the direction of Flori-
da and other states.

According to the New York Times COVID-19 tracker 
site, Florida is currently leading in the amount of cases on 
a daily average.

With uncertain guidelines remaining and mask man-
dates not being enforced, the prospects of what is to come 
with this pandemic leaves many with uncertainty.

Those who can get the vaccine should get the vaccine 
to protect themselves and others and every school district 
should begin requiring vaccination for all its eligible stu-
dents.

In the frantic final days of the United States’ withdraw-
al from Afghanistan following 20 years of war, Amer-
ican troops helped evacuate about a half million ref-

ugees, mainly Afghan soldiers and civilian contractors, 
along with their families.

Their lives have been turned upside down, not just by 
the Taliban’s takeover of the country, but also by Amer-
ica’s involvement in two decades of war and bloodshed.

The United States has a responsibility to help rebuild 
the lives of these displaced people.

However, most of them have been simply moved to 
neighboring countries with no clear plan for resettlement, 
and very few are coming to this country, thanks to strict 
quotas and a complicated application process.

The Biden administration has set a limit of 62,250 
refugees it will resettle in the United States, but only a 
fraction of that number has actually arrived.

America needs to do better.
For the past 20 years, the U.S. military has worked 

with the Afghan National Army and many Afghan civil-
ians to aid them during the Afghanistan War.

Afghanistan’s armed forces fought alongside the U.S. 
military for years and civilians have served in key roles 
such as translators, drivers and pilots.

Now, those who have worked with the U.S. are at an 
extreme risk of retaliation by the Taliban, the group that 

now controls the country.
Protection has been given to Afghanistan civilians 

who lived in U.S.-occupied areas such as Kabul since the 
fall of the Taliban’s regime in the 1990s.

Since the exit of U.S. forces on Aug. 31, the Taliban 
has vowed to take these freedoms away.

The Taliban has already shown its intent to govern the 
country on a basis of violence and control.

They regularly violate human rights as they force men 
and women to adhere to strict rules regulating what they 
can wear, do and consume in media, and punish those 
found guilty of such crimes with public torture and ex-
ecution.

At the recent ongoing Afghanistan protests against the 
Taliban’s violence and authoritarianism, civilians were 
tear gassed and attacked for expressing rebellion.

The Taliban has a history of mercilessly punishing 
anyone who opposes them, and the Afghans left behind 
are not safe, especially those who can be deemed as trai-
tors for working with the U.S.

After years of helping the U.S. military, the least we 
can do is to provide Afghan civilians with shelter in our 
country as thousands of people remain in Afghanistan, 
unprotected and under the control of the Taliban after the 
longest war in U.S. history.

It is our moral imperative to do so.

High schools need vaccine mandates

U.S. should take responsibility 
for Afghan refugees
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The award-winning Cam-
pus Times online edition is 
updated throughout the week 
with event coverage and 
breaking news.

Visit lvcampustimes.org 
for current and past stories, 
and additional columns and blogs.

You can like us on Facebook and follow us 
on Twitter @lvcampustimes and Instagram  
@campustimes for all the latest updates on local 
and on-campus news. Send us story ideas over so-
cial media or email to ctimes@laverne.edu.

Campus TImes onLIneCorreCTIons
The Campus Times is committed to accuracy. 

When we make mistakes, however, it is our poli-
cy to correct them as soon as they are brought to 
our attention. If you find a mistake in the Campus 
Times, please let us know at ctimes@laverne.edu.

While 69% of all Californians have received at least one dose of the 
COVID vaccine, that number is only 9.45% for 12-17 year olds.

It’s Not Your Fault. 

1 . 8 0 0 . 6 5 6 . H O P E
National Sexual Assault Hotline

Free. Confidential. 24/7.

(Operated by RAINN—the Rape, 
Abuse & Incest National Network)
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Jaydelle Herbert
Staff Writer

Since the pandemic emerged 
in March 2020, face masks have 
been a part of everyday life. 

The University of La Verne, 
with Los Angeles County and 
much of the state and nation, 
requires that masks be worn in 
indoor spaces, with limited ex-
ceptions. 

Such rules have given way to 
a healthy balance between safe-
ty and fashion for those who’ve 
begun to make a statement via 
their face masks. 

Some students are browsing 
online stores to pick new masks 
they feel best express them-
selves.

Emily Alvarez,  a senior pho-
tography major, said she donned 
a mask that represents her be-
liefs. 

“When the pandemic start-
ed, I wanted to buy a mask that 
meant something to me,” Al-
varez said. “I was looking on 
Amazon and found the mask 
I’m wearing right now: ‘Sci-
ence is real. Black Lives Mat-
ter. No human is illegal. Love is 
love. Women’s rights are human 
rights. Kindness is everything.”

Cassandra Taffola, junior 
biology major, said she wore a 
pink face mask because the pink 
matched with her outfit.

Vanita Jackson, freshman 
criminology major, said she 
wore her Mickey Mouse mask 
because she likes how the mask 
feels on her face.

“This mask is more comfort-
able to wear multiple times,” 
Jackson said.

Two of seven students inter-
viewed on their mask choices 
said they took their outfits into 
consideration when choosing 
which mask to wear.

Jose Martinez-Alanis, fresh-
man psychology major, said the 
color mask he wears depends on 
how light or dark his outfit is. 

Alvarez said that although 
she doesn’t take into consider-
ation the outfits she wears when 
choosing a mask, she does con-
sider who she is around while 
wearing certain face masks. 

“There are particular masks I 
don’t wear around my family,” 
Alvarez said. “The ‘F*** Rac-
ism’ mask is the mask I can’t 
wear around them because they 
say that I am being disrespectful 
toward them,” Alvarez said.

Some ULV students contend 
that masks are just masks – not 
accessories. 

Curtis Gordon, a psychology 
graduate student, said he doesn’t 
consider his outfit when he 
wears a face mask.

“It’s just a mask,” Gordon 
said. “I’ll take it off when I’m 
eating, so I don’t really think 
that my mask is a part of my 

fashion statement.”
Marwan Hassan, senior com-

puter science and photography 
major, said he simply wore a 
black face mask because it was 
the only mask he found in his 
car.

Hassan believes face masks 
aren’t a defined clothing item to 
coordinate with his outfits.

“It’s a mask. I feel like it’s 
temporary, so it shouldn’t be 
a part of my outfit,” Hassan 
said. “Masks will eventually go 
away.”

Although Gordon doesn’t 
wear masks to express himself, 
he appreciates that others do. 

“Just like when you are at 
graduation, people keep their 
caps plain, or they want to 
decorate it for them to express 
themselves. To some people it’s 
probably an expression of their 
self-identity and for others it’s 
just a mask,” Gordon said. 

Sahmaia Godbolt, a freshman 
photography major, created a 
small business to sell Juneteenth 
masks to show her solidarity for 
the holiday. 

Her masks are not only an 
extra source of income for her 
family, they had a deeper mean-
ing, she said. 

“The masks I designed were 
made to represent what June-
teenth is based on,” Godbolt 
said. “Juneteenth is the Afri-
can-American foundation of our 
ancestors and ending of slav-
ery,” Godbolt said. 

Some students, when asked 
what their masks say about 
them, took the opportunity to 

discuss the safety reasons for 
masking up.

“The main priority is to keep 
myself and others safe,” Taffo-
la said. “We wear these masks 
to prevent myself, my family 
members, and others from get-
ting sick,” Taffola said. 

Recent research finds that 
masks, when worn properly, are 
between 50% and 95% effective 
at preventing COVID-19 trans-
mission.

The variability depends on 

the type of mask worn, with 
cloth masks, surgical masks and 
N95 masks offering differing 
degrees of protection, the re-
search finds. 

Vaccination, as required for 
all ULV students and employ-
ees, is the most effective way to 
prevent contracting the disease, 
according to numerous research 
studies.

The combination of vacci-
nation and masking offers in-
creased protection, according 

to the Centers for Disease Con-
trol and Prevention, with public 
health departments across the 
nation. 

 “I think everyone should get a 
mask that represents themselves 
and their personality. Even if the 
mask just has a character on it 
because it will make people hap-
pier to wear masks for the time 
being,” Alvarez said. 

Jaydelle Herbert can be 
reached at jaydelle.herbert@ 
laverne.edu.

Masks make bold fashion statements

Brady Keegan

Emily Alvarez, senior photography major, wears a mask with say-
ings like “Black Lives Matter” and “Love is Love.” Alvarez said she 

uses her masks to bring attention to issues that she is passionate 
about and to spread kindness.

Lecture tackles social health issues

Brady Keegan

Thomas Allison, assistant professor of legal 
studies, discusses the social determinants of 
health in his lecture, “Compassionate Public 

Discourse,” Tuesday at the weekly faculty lec-
ture series in the Quay Davis Executive Board 
Room.
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Araceli Macias
Staff Writer

Mariah Lora, senior English 
major, has been named Ameri-
ca’s Miss California 2021.

However, the 22-year-old is 
more than just a pageant winner 
– she is also a part of different 
groups like the La Verne wom-
en’s basketball team and the Phi 
Sigma Sigma sorority.

Lora said that despite not be-
ing the typical pageant type, the 
reason she participates in pag-
eants is because of the opportu-
nities for networking and career 
advancement they give her.

“It’s not just a crown and a 
sash, they really want to prepare 
women for the workforce...and 
to become professional leaders,” 
Lora said.

Lora and her pageant director 
said they also want to change the 
negative image of pageants and 
show people the importance and 
value of pageants.

“I want to show other young 
women that they don’t have to 
look a certain way to do these 
pageants,” Lora said.

America’s Miss California 
pageant is different from the 
Miss America pageant, with 
contestants from various states 
According to its creators it fo-
cuses on professional skills.

“We just want to help them 
gain some real world skills out 
of this instead of it all being 
about how beautiful you are,” 
Kaitelyne Silver, director of the 
America’s Miss California pag-
eant, said.

“We want to take the good 
things that come out of it – like 
resume building, cover letter 
building, interview skills, public 

speaking – and help girls trans-
late that into their real world ca-
reers,” Sliver said.

The women participating in 
the pageant were judged on four 
components – pre-stage inter-
view, evening gown, personal 
intro and on-stage question. 
They also must choose a plat-
form and cause to advocate for.

Lora, who transferred to La 
Verne from Cerritos College, 
said her platform is encourag-
ing students to seek out higher 
education in order to make their 
dreams come true.

“I’m the first in my family to 
be graduating from a four-year 
(college)... so I’m big on making 
sure you’re pursuing any kind of 
education,” Lora said.

“She’s made a big impact in 
my life…she’s helped me vocal-
ize my opinion more and take 
up some space,” Idalys Flores, 
sophomore psychology major 
and Lora’s sister, said.

When Lora said when was 
crowned she was excited most-
ly because she wanted to start 
giving back to the community as 
soon as possible.

“When I won I was like, ‘All 
right, let’s start executing these 
goals’,” Lora said.

Some of her goals for this 
year as a representative of her 
pageant are to make a scholar-
ship fund for underprivileged 
children and to give at least one 
student a scholarship to study 
abroad.

“I was given the opportunity 
to do that in junior college so 
just being able to give back in 
that caliber would be amazing,” 
Lora said.

Lora said she likes to keep 
busy and her favorite part about 
participating in so many differ-
ent groups is being able to spend 
time with different kinds of peo-
ple.

“I enjoy talking to so many 
different people because every-
one’s story is so unique and dif-
ferent,” Lora said.

“She can relate to a lot of 
people,” Lora’s mother, Raquel, 
said.

However, Lora also has a lot 
of long-term goals for her career.

She plans to become an En-
glish teacher and even spend the 
summer teaching underprivi-
leged fifth graders.

She eventually wants to be-
come a school superintendent 
and potentially pursue a law de-
gree as well as even run for city 
council.

Lora said she always returns 
to her mom’s saying, “If not 
you, then who.”

She said she also wants to 
encourage anyone who might be 
considering participating in pag-
eants or any other kind of extra-
curricular.

“Don’t be afraid to step out 
of your comfort zone and be 
comfortable with being uncom-
fortable, when you’re uncom-
fortable that’s where the magic 
happens,” Lora said.

Araceli Macias can be 
reached at araceli.macias@ 
laverne.edu.

Senior crowned America’s Miss California

Litsy Tellez

Mariah Lora, senior English major and point 
guard for the women’s basketball team, has won 
the title of America’s Miss California 2021. Lora 

said she wants to show others that they do not 
have to look a certain way to participate in pag-
eants.

Winner 
champions 
higher ed
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‘New Histories’

The Harris Gallery on 
campus will showcase 
“New Histories,” an exhibit 
covering social and politi-
cal themes through paint-
ing and sculpture by inter-
weaving abstract shapes 
and juxtaposing colors.

The exhibit will run 
through Oct. 28. Gallery 
hours are 11 a.m. to 4 p.m., 
Monday to Thursday.

‘Saturday Night 
Fever’

The Candlelight Pavil-
ion Dinner Theater in Cla-
remont presents the live 
musical performance of 
“Saturday Night Fever,” 
featuring popular 1970s 
disco music.

The show runs through 
Sept. 19.

Admission is $30.
For tickets and 

more information, visit  
candlelightpavilion.com.

‘Furious 
Garden’

“Furious Garden” will 
be on view at the Claremont 
Museum of Art through 
Nov. 27.

The exhibition will fea-
ture paintings and sculp-
tures with contemporary 
interpretations of vegeta-
tion.

Admission is $5.
For more information, 

visit claremontmuseum.
org.

‘Mind + Matter’
“Mind + Matter: Five 

Bay Area Sculptors’’ is an 
art exhibit on view at the 
American Museum of Ce-
ramic Art which explores 
pop culture through ab-
stract representations.

The exhibit includes 
the work of Robert Brady, 
Arthur Gonzalez, Beverly 
Mayeri, Nancy Selvin and 
Richard Shaw, and it runs 
through Jan. 23.

Museum hours are 11 
a.m. to 4 p.m. Fridays, Sat-
urdays and Sundays.

Due to limited capacity, 
reservations are required. 

Last entry will be at 3 
p.m.

Admission is $5.
For reservations and 

more information, visit 
amoca.org.

—Liliana Castañeda

happenIngs

Art lovers and community mem-
bers visited the art galleries at 
the Claremont Art Walk on Sat-

urday. The event, which had been on hia-
tus due to COVID,  is held from 6 p.m. to 
9 p.m. the first Saturdays of each month 
in the heart of the Claremont Village. 
It showcases art, photography, artisans’ 
crafts, live music and more.

Visitors can grab a bite from the lo-
cal pizza or coffee shop before strolling 
through First Street to engage in art from 
the participating galleries.

The September event featured the 
sound of soft jazz music and dim studio 
lighting to view Rebecca Hamm’s, “Law 
of Nature,” a series of acrylic paintings 
on paper and some on canvas.

Hamm said she was working on safe-
guarding a piece of land when she be-
came inspired to paint on the idea that 
nature should not be argued about in the 
court.

“Essentially, these start with images 
and in reference to natural undeveloped 
land or animals, insects, flowers, flora 
and fauna. Then I build it and layer the 
surface, and it becomes more rich and 
the painting takes over,” Hamm said.

Hamm’s paintings show splashes of 
colorful, bright paint across the paper 
to create a visual representation of the 
chaotic connection between the law and 
nature.

One of her paintings, “The Jury of 
Coyotes,” has outlines of coyotes hidden 
among the dabbles of paint, the title be-
ing a juxtaposition between legal terms 
and animals in nature.

“It is so vibrant and wonderful and one 
of the things I love about her work is that 
it evolves and morphs. Yet, it maintains 
a continuity of her focus on nature and 
her interest in revealing hidden aspects 
of nature,” Paul Faulstich, a resident of 
Claremont, said.

Faulstich said he enjoyed that her 
pieces felt familiar as they were place-
based and referenced surrounding areas 
of Claremont.

“There are all these layers and you 
start peeling them away and you get to 
see all the stuff that’s in there. If you’re 
out there in the world, in nature, there’s 
a lot you don’t see until you focus in and 
really start looking. Rebecca captures 
that so well in her paintings,” Faulstich 
said.

In honor of late local artist Bill Moore, 
Square i Gallery showcased several of 
his works. Moore’s paintings featured a 
mix of red hues, neutral tones and tex-
ture, most of them on long, rectangular 
canvases.

Visitor Silvia Giodarno, Upland res-
ident, was a long-time friend of Moore 
and said she loved the way his paintings 
were displayed in the gallery.

“One of the things I love about his 

paintings is the texture,” Giodarno said. 
“He lived close to the railroad tracks 
and he would go and get small rocks, 
put them on the painting and paint over 
them.”

Several art walk visitors talked about 
Moore’s character and impact in the 
community.

Artist Jerry Owens’ exhibit, “Split 
Decisions,” was showcased in two gal-
leries, Bunny Gunner Gallery and Studio 
C on West Bonita Avenue, with Bunny 
Gunner focusing on the traditional style 
of his art and Studio C focusing on the 
contemporary side.

“The split decision is as I start paint-
ing, at some point in time I have a deci-
sion. Which way do I go with this paint-
ing? Push it to the traditional or push it to 
an abstract? That’s the scripture,” Owens 
said.

In Bunny Gunner, colorful paintings 
of pathways splitting through nature 
were displayed on canvas with a few in 
gold frames.

In Studio C, Owen’s paintings show 
various versions of a single building in 
the middle of nowhere with horizontal 
lines across the canvas.

“Me being a true Gemini, which (is 
known for) a double personality, I like 
to do traditional painting. But I also like 
to dabble in contemporary and abstract 
art,” Owens said. “Not too often does 
someone show in two galleries. I feel 
like it’s a real blessing.”

Claremont hosts an art walk at Clare-
mont Village every first Saturday of the 
month. The next art walk will be 6 p.m. 
to 9 p.m. Oct. 2 in the Claremont Village.

Anabel Martinez can be reached at 
anabel.martinez2@laverne.edu.

Art Walk returns 

In vibrant color
by Anabel Martinez

photography by
Jingyao Liang

Artist Rebecca Hamm discusses her most recent exhibition, “Law of Nature,” 
in the Claremont Chamber of Commerce gallery at the Claremont Art Walk 
on Saturday. She said the work was inspired by the idea that nature should 
not be a commodity.
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Connor Woken
Staff Writer

The Claremont Museum of 
Art’s current art exhibition, “Fu-
rious Garden,” features paint-
ings from artists Karen Kitch-
el and Deena Capparelli, and 
sculptures by C.J. Jilek.

The idea behind this exhibi-
tion was for the three artists to 
find new pathways and different 
relationships between landscape 
and occupants. 

“The three artists and I started 
talking about this show – obvi-

ously their artwork has a theme, 
connecting them,” said Rebecca 
Hamm, the event organizer.

Hamm had originally planned 
to show only Capparelli’s art but 
it ultimately evolved to include 
the others.

“Furious Garden,” feels like 
taking a stroll through a real gar-
den as the ceramic statues and 
paintings look like big bright 
plants in nature.

Every one of Cappparelli’s 
paintings has bold colors, and 
Jilek’s sculptures showcased 
plants in different shapes.

The bold colors reflect off 
each of the paintings and ceram-
ic pieces. 

One specific painting, “Three 
Sisters” by Kitchel, covered an 
entire wall space. It was paint-
ed with oils with a unique use of 
burlap fabric. Kitchel completed 
the piece in 2020.

Capparelli showcased 11 dif-
ferent oil paintings, all of which 
included flowers or trees with 
bright backgrounds.

Her paintings display the 
shift between the foreground 
and the background. 

The detail of Jilek’s sculp-
tures shined through the colors 
and the different shapes of the 
plants. Her art includes a variety 
of ceramic sculptures of plants 
that would most likely only exist 
in a tropical jungle. 

“She uses the finest porce-
lain to build flowers and pods 
that appear both alien and fa-
miliar… Jilek’s tiny sculptures 
are finely crafted, strangely sug-
gestive, and, in the end, exqui-
sitely beautiful,” said Betty Ann 
Brown, the artist curator.

“I have never been to a lim-

ited exhibition with this much 
color and enthusiasm in the 
paintings. This is a great oppor-
tunity for myself to learn more 
about art and find interests in 
new artists,” Nicholas Tuzzoli-
no, a visitor at the exhibition, 
said.

“Furious Garden” is open and 
free to the public at the Clare-
mont Museum of Art from noon 
to 4 p.m. every Friday, Saturday 
and Sunday through Nov. 27. 

Connor Woken can be 
reached at connor.woken@ 
laverne.edu.

‘Furious Garden’ reimagines nature

campuses is often fleeting.  Ac-
cording to the U.S. Census, only 
6.5% of California’s population 
is Black. 

As of Fall 2020, the ULV 
population of Black students 
was 6.5%.

“I have support here,” In-
gram said.

The same sentiment was felt 
by Dominique Stevens.

She is in her second year of 
a five-year doctoral program in 
clinical psychology and she was 
the only Black student in the 
program until last year.

“This is my first semester on 
campus, seeing the communi-
ty here felt powerful,” Stevens 
said.

Stevens was also touched 
by the responsive reading led 
by Barnes, which read in part: 
“There is a time for everything 
and a season for every activity 
under the heavens. There is a 

time for serious study and a time 
to hang out with homies. Insti-
tutional racism… have had their 
time, it is time for equality and 
fairness to permeate the land. 
There is a time for COVID-19 
and a time for COVID-19 to fi-
nally go away.”

The audience responded after 
each line with “Let it be so.”

The afternoon ended with a 
prayer by University Chaplain 
Zandra Wagoner reiterating that 
unity is a light of hope.

“La Verne is a small but rich 
community,” Levingston said.

The Center for Multicultur-
al Service’s next events include 
a virtual Latinx heritage month 
series throughout September, 
and a one-day diversity retreat 
in October. 

Students can visit Campus 
Labs for more information.

Greta Taylor can be reached 
at greta.taylor@laverne.edu.

ing time together this way, they 
made another decision. 

“After we started seeing each 
other a lot more, we stopped 
wearing masks,” Trinh said. 
“We felt safer since we had be-
come part of each other’s bubble 
at that point.” 

Francheska Juarez, senior 
kinesiology major, met her boy-
friend, Anthony Tavina, during 
lockdown.

Tavina messaged Juarez on 
Instagram and they continued 
messaging each other. 

“Normally, I prefer meeting 
people in person, but because 
of COVID, I didn’t want to,” 
Juarez said. “I felt an instant 
connection over text, which nev-
er happens to me, so I thought, 
‘Let me give this a shot.’” 

Juarez and Tavina met in 
person at Vons, her place of em-
ployment at the time, during her 
15-minute break.

They both wore masks and 
kept a distance from each other, 
but the spark was instant. So, 
they arranged an actual date. 

Their first date was at the 
beach, since it was open and 
they would not be surrounded 
by a lot of people.

Several dates followed after 
that, but always outdoors in pub-
lic from July 2020 to December 

2020, never in enclosed areas.
Sometimes they would just 

sit outside their houses for a pic-
nic. 

As the virus got more serious, 
the couple had to decide how to 
proceed while making sure to 
keep their families safe, since 
both had family members that 
were at high risk. 

Psychologists advise peo-

ple to strike a balance between 
physical safety and mental 
health issues, which may be ex-
acerbated by isolation. 

The American Psychological 
Association advises people not 
to avoid dating and socializing, 
but to do so safely.

COVID-safe dating, the APA 
says, involves taking advantage 
of the outdoors, meeting up with 
masks and going on long walks 
or hikes.

It is important to plan the date 
in advance, to take into account 
the amount of social distance 
each person is comfortable with, 
which presents an opportunity 

for both parties to explore issues 
that involve boundaries, safe-
ty and mutual respect, the APA 
suggests. 

“We made the decision to 
keep seeing each other,” Jaurez 
said. “When we weren’t see-
ing each other, we made sure 
to take extra precautions, such 
as always wearing masks and 
washing our hands. We limited 

our social interactions with oth-
er people.” 

With the pair being so cau-
tious, the families felt comfort-
able enough to eventually wel-
come them into their homes, 
which allowed Jaurez and Tav-
ina to see each other almost ev-
ery day. 

Amari Waddell, sophomore 
business management major, 
said he tried to talk to people on-
line during quarantine but found 
that forming a romance online 

was more difficult.
“It was hard because we 

couldn’t go out and meet peo-
ple,” Waddell said. “We could 
Facetime, but we couldn’t see 
each other.” 

The release of the COVID 
vaccines earlier this year offered 
a new hope for Trinh and Pegg. 

“Once we both got vaccinat-
ed, we felt more safe and like we 

could actually start going on real 
dates again,” Trinh said. 

Things are not so easy for 
Jaurez and Tavina. 

Jaurez said she and her fam-
ily are fully vaccinated, but that 
Tavina and his family want to 
wait a little longer until there is 
more data on the vaccines.

Tavina and his family would 
feel more comfortable getting 
vaccinated in the future when 
more of the side effects are 
known. 

“It does get hard because my 
mom always asks about Antho-
ny getting vaccinated, but it’s 
his choice,” Jaurez said. “I don’t 
have a problem if he doesn’t 
want to get vaccinated right 
now, but I hope he does in the 
future for the sake of our fam-
ilies.” 

In the meantime, Tavina 
is limiting his social circle to 
protect Jaurez and both of their 
families, while still ensuring that 
the couple can continue to be to-
gether. 

Waddell said he is not vacci-
nated and has not tried to go on 
a date, but is not opposed to the 
idea. 

“I would plan a date that’s 
local and still wear my mask be-
cause I don’t know who might 
be sick, who might be vaccinat-
ed or who might not be,” Wad-
dell said. “For my own safety, I 
want to take precautions.” 

He said he knows that be-
cause he is not vaccinated, it can 
pose a problem, but that he re-
mains optimistic about meeting 
new people.

Taylor Moore can be reached 
at taylor.moore@laverne.edu.

Romance...
Continued from page 1

‘It was hard because we couldn’t go out and meet people. We could 
Facetime, but we couldn’t see each other.’

—Amari Waddell, sophomore business management major

Rites of Passage...
Continued from page 1

Takeout can eat up your savings.

Pack your own lunch instead 

of going out. $6 saved a day 

x 5 days a week x 10 years 

x 6% interest = $19,592. That 

could be money in your pocket. 

Small changes today. Big bucks 

tomorrow. Go to feedthepig.org 

for free savings tips.



Jacob Barriga
Sports Editor

After a cross-country move, 
Jamie Norton has taken the 
helm as the University of La 
Verne head men’s and women’s 
cross-country coach this semes-
ter.

This is Norton’s first head 
coaching job and he said he 
hopes to bring the program to 
national prominence.

“I have a foundation to be 
successful at the highest level,” 
Norton said. “My hope is to 
build the program to be compet-
itive at the national level.”

Norton was a two-time 
All-American runner at Tufts 
University in Massachusetts and 
helped lead the team to a wom-
en’s indoor track and field cham-
pionship as a coach in 2019.

He also served as an assis-
tant coach at Williams College, 
where he had his own team of 25 
runners, for the past three years.

Norton is confident that his 
experience can help him build a 
great program.

“I believe I can pull from all 
my experience to build a bought-
in, hardworking team,” Norton 
said. “Establishing a culture of 
solid values and a foundation of 
hard work, everything else will 
take care of itself.”

Since 2010, the cross-coun-
try team has had seven individ-

ual national qualifiers, including 
one All-American honor for 
Lenore Moreno, and one team 
qualification for the men’s team 
in 2012.

Athletic Director Scott Win-
terburn is optimistic that Nor-
ton’s championship experience 
at the Division III level will 
push the team into a champion-
ship program.

“Jamie stood out right away 
as we searched for our next 
coach,” Winterburn said. “Jamie 
was impressive in the recruiting 
process and he has a great pedi-
gree for Division III cross-coun-
try, and the Leo family is here to 
support him.”

Norton will also serve as the 
track and field team’s distance 
coach.

Track and field head coach 
Kevin Reid is excited for Norton 
as his experience will be valu-
able to the distance team.

“Norton is going to bring in a 
new level of expertise that will 
help my distance team,” Reid 
said. “We have had a few indi-
vidual National Championship 
runners but soon I believe we 
can qualify the entire team.”

As Norton’s first season as 
head coach is under way, he has 
found his core group of runners 
and Norton believes there is po-
tential to make an impact in the 
conference this season.

“The runners are great, some 

people have left over the past 
year but the group I have here is 
bought-in and ready to go,” Nor-
ton said.

Norton is excited for this year 
and believes both teams can 
compete with anyone. However, 
his women’s team is short-hand-
ed this year.

“Janelle Baeskens is looking 
good and the rest of the team is 
poised to take a step forward and 
build on this year,” Norton said.

Norton said that there is only 
one runner that has ran a colle-
giate race in their career, his se-
nior captain Alexia Alvarez. 

Alvarez has had three differ-
ent coaches in four years and she 
said she likes what she has expe-
rienced so far with Norton.

“He is a ball of energy and 
he has a great positive attitude, 
even if it’s a little much in the 
morning,” Alvarez said. “The 
amount of work he puts into our 
team and how much he cares 
about each and every one of us 
is amazing.”

Both teams just recently 
competed in their first ever col-
legiate race this past Saturday at 
the Redlands Invitational.

The Redlands Invitational 
was the first event of the year for 
both teams, the men’s team tak-
ing first place with Micheal Sa-
hagun placing third to lead five 
Leopards who finished in the top 
20 of the race.

Baeskens led the women’s 
team with a fourth place finish 
in what was most of the runners’ 
first collegiate race.

The Leopards will be back in 

action on Sept. 17 at the Univer-
sity of San Diego invitational at 
Mission Bay Park.

Jacob Barriga can be reached 
at jacob.barriga@laverne.edu.
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Freshman goalkeeper Hector 
Duenas suffered a potentially 
season-ending injury Sunday as 
the men’s soccer team fell to Cal 
Lutheran, 2-0, in a non-confer-
ence game.

The Leopards played strong 
defensively on Sunday, especial-
ly in the first half with a bend-
don’t-break attitude as the Leop-
ards held off 12 Kingsmen shots 
in the half without surrendering 
a goal.

But the big blow for the Leop-
ards came just before halftime 
when a Kingsmen cross into the 
box found the outstretched arms 
of Duenas.

The saving dive took Duen-
as into the knee of a streaking 
Kingmen forward looking to fin-
ish the cross.

Duenas instantly lost con-
sciousness and was carted off by 
an ambulance to receive treat-
ment.

“It’s heartbreaking to see that 
happen. He’s going to bounce 
back and we can’t wait to see 
him out there,” head coach Trev-
or Persson said.

Duenas is expected to be out 
for the season.

The Leopards came out of 
halftime stiff on the defensive 
end but they still could not make 
many runs at the opposing de-
fense throughout the game.

The lack of pressure from the 
Leopards gave the Kingsmen 

confidence in their attack.
Cal Lutheran freshman mid-

fielder J.P. Melgoza took a 36 
yard shot that bounced off the 
crossbar out of reach of La 
Verne’s replacement goalkeep-
er, sophomore Brandon Castro. 
The Leopards failed to clear the 
ball, which immediately turned 
into an opposing cross into the 
box and a header by Kingsman 
senior midfielder Christian Gon-
zalez which gave Cal Lutheran a 
1-0 lead in the 55th minute.

Confidence only grew for the 
Kingmen as they continued to 
penetrate the Leopard defense 
and shoot two more shots with 
little resistance before senior 
forward Juan Valencia finished 
a 20 yard chip shot off of an-
other failed Leopard clearance 
attempt, giving Cal Lutheran a 
2-0 lead.

This proved to be the end for 
the Leopards as a counter attack 
never mounted nor  threatened 
the Kingsmen defense by the 
time the clock expired.

This year’s squad is full of 
inexperienced players but senior 
forward James Coe said the sea-
son-long goals for the team re-
main the same.

“We are getting these mis-
takes out now and we can im-
prove on them. Once that first 
goal comes they all will start 
coming,” Coe said. “We plan on 
making the top four in the con-
ference to get into the tourna-
ment and win the SCIAC.”

Junior defender Brian Marti-

nez said the Leopards are stick-
ing with their game plan and 
intend to make a run going into 
conference.

“We want to keep the ball in 
front of us and keep a clean sheet 
each game, this team is going to 
be super special,” Martinez said.

Freshman goalkeeper Logan 
Reese believes the team is on the 
verge of being a great one.

“Our defense is great, we are 
communicating and keeping at-

tackers away from the goal. We 
just need to connect more on of-
fense and just  put the ball in the 
net,” Reese said.

Coach Persson understands 
this group is inexperienced and 
he wants to use it to their advan-
tage.

“We are always the underdog 
and we like that. We are excit-
ed because of all the unknowns 
and we are excited to get these 
new bodies on the field,” Pers-

son said.
The loss to Cal Lutheran 

came after a season opening 0-0 
draw in double overtime Satur-
day against San Diego Christian.

The Leopards travel to UC 
Santa Cruz to face George Fox 
and Whitman this weekend be-
fore beginning conference play 
at 7 p.m. Wednesday at home 
against Whittier.

Jacob Barriga can be reached 
at jacob.barriga@laverne.edu. 

Goalkeeper carted off in Cal Lu win

Shira Abend-O’Neal

Leopard junior midfielder Owen Osagiede at-
tempts to take the ball from Cal Lutheran senior 
midfielder Justin Magana during the Leopards’ 

2-0 loss to the Kingsmen on Sunday. The Leop-
ards play George Fox and Whitman this weekend 
before beginning conference play next week.

Cross country coach hopes to make great strides

Shira O’Neal-Abemd

Jamie Norton has begun his first year as the Leopards’ men’s 
and women’s cross country coach this season. Norton, a former 
All-American and championship-winning coach at Tufts, is the 
third cross country coach in four years for the Leopards.



Sarah Van Buskirk
Assistant Sports Editor 

The La Verne football team 
blew out the Whittier Poets, 42-
0, in their season opener, Satur-
day at Ortmayer Stadium.

The Leopards’ defense stayed 
strong throughout the game, fo-
cusing on man-to-man cover-
age. They forced four turnovers 
which included three intercep-
tions and one fumble.

“The guys prepared really 
well in terms of studying the 
film, being focused and engaged 
in practice, and preparing for 
this moment,” said James Stew-
art, assistant head coach and de-
fensive coordinator.

The Poets had good field po-
sition during the first quarter, 
however the Leopards’ defense 
remained tight, not allowing any 
points.

With about eight minutes 
remaining in the first quarter, 
La Verne senior cornerback 
Raymond Moronez intercepted 
the Poets’ sophomore quarter-
back Andrew Henriquez’s pass 
attempt, taking the ball to the 
Leopards 49 yard line. Howev-
er, the Leopards could not cap-
italize,  giving possession back 
to the Poets.

On the Leopards’ third drive 
of the first quarter, they pressed 
into Poet territory, creating  first 
and goal. Leopards sophomore 
quarterback Miguel Ague-
ro Jr. rushed seven yards for 
the touchdown. After that, the 
Leopards successfully complet-
ed a two-point conversion with 
Aguero passing the ball to soph-
omore wide receiver Jonathon 
Torres, putting the Leopards on 
the board, 8-0.

Early in the second quarter, 
the Poets made their first ap-
pearance in the red zone, though 
the Leopards held them to a field 
goal attempt. The ball was spot-
ted on the 16 yard line and Poets 
junior kicker Noah Handel hit 
the upright, keeping the score 
8-0.

With 10 minutes remaining 
in the second quarter an Aguero 
punt was blocked by the Poets’ 
defense, who recovered it at the 
Leopards’ 14 yard line.

The Poets were given a big 
opportunity to put some points 
on the board. But the Leopards 
would strike back quickly when 
senior linebacker Derek Guz-
man intercepted Henriquez’s 
pass at the goal line, returning 
it down the field. Guzman fum-
bled but Leopards senior wide 
receiver Nathaniel Sagastume 
recovered the ball and ran it into 
the end zone.

The referees called the ball 
down when Guzman dropped it 
at the 34 yard line, causing the 
touchdown from Sagastume to 
be no good. Leopards freshman 
running back Ezra Tom Hoom 
then broke through the pocket 
and found himself in the end 
zone for a touchdown to com-

plete the drive. After the good 
extra point by freshman kicker 
Kapena Kamakawiwoole, the 
Leopards were up, 15-0.

The Leopards have a young 
core and Sagastume thinks it 
was a good start to the season.

“We have a lot of new people 
and with that I think we did well 
for our first game” Sagastume 
said.

After five minutes of multi-
ple drives from each team, the 
Leopards gained possession and 
Aguero threw deep to wide open 
senior wide receiver Spencer 
Pool, who charged into the end 
zone for another touchdown. 
The extra point was good, mak-
ing the score 22-0

The second half began with 
Leopards senior quarterback Ty-
rone Williams Jr. taking over for 
Aguero to make his La Verne de-
but. Williams is a transfer from 
Azusa Pacific University.

About four minutes into the 
second half, Leopards freshman 
linebacker Vitale Afoa picked 
up a fumble from Poets senior 
wide receiver Moises Gonzalez 
and took it down the field for a 
touchdown to increase the Leop-
ards’ lead to 29-0.

After another unsuccessful 
drive from the Poets, the Leop-
ards were in possession again. 
Williams handed it off to fresh-
man running back Abel Cueva, 
who pushed the Leopards down 
the field with a gain of about 35 
yards. Williams then performed 
a quarterback keeper which put 
the Leopards up, 36-0.

“I was really proud of our 
guys being able to come through 
in week one and show them 
what we were waiting for,’’ Wil-

liams said. “This is something 
we have talked about for 600 
days now, since last season got 
canceled.”

Moving into the fourth quar-
ter, the Leopards put up one 
last attempt to score. Williams 
passed the ball to Cueva who 
was then swarmed by the Po-
ets’ defense. Cueva would break 
through to rush 30 yards for a 
touchdown.

The Leopards attempted an-
other two point conversion but 
were unsuccessful, keeping the 
score, 42-0.

In the final minutes, the Poets 
tried another field goal attempt 
at the 21 yard line but ended up 
coming up short, sealing the win 
for the Leopards.

“We have to file this one 
away in the games of the past,” 
head coach Chris Krich said. 

“It doesn’t really matter what 
we did this last week, it’s how 
we prepare for the upcoming 
weeks.”

The Leopards will hit the 
road against Chapman on Sat-
urday for their road opener at 
Chapman Stadium, with kickoff 
at 7 p.m.

Sarah Van Buskirk can be 
reached at sarah.vanbuskirk@
laverne.edu.
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Leopards dominate Poets in return

Shira Abend-O’Neal

The Leopards’ defensive line – led by senior Derek Shay (No. 52), 
senior Khary Sanders (No. 90), freshman Austin Marin (No. 95) 
and freshman Brandon Pedorza (No. 94) – strongly pressured the 

Poets offense, denying them any points on Saturday at Ortmayer 
Stadium. The football team dominated in its season opener, beating 
Whittier, 42-0.

Volleyball near perfect in tourney

Shira O’Neal-Abend

La Verne junior middle blocker Ayana Mier 
slams the ball against the St. Norbert defense 
en route to a three set sweep against the Green 
Knights on Saturday. The match was part of the 

Pacific Coast Classic, hosted by La Verne. The 
Leopards finished the tournament 3-1 and re-
turn to the court Friday for the Whittier College 
Invitational, which will be co-hosted by ULV.


