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Staff Writer

La Verne firefighters and city 
officials are at odds about the 
safety of the community and 
the department’s ability to keep 
the community safe, because of 
ongoing funding and staffing 
shortages.

Some of those safety con-
cerns could specifically affect 
University of La Verne build-
ings, and students living on 
campus.

Firefighters have told the city 
about their concerns over reten-
tion, recruitment and funding for 
the department.

Andy Glaze, fire captain at 
Fire Station 2 and La Verne Fire-
fighters’ Association President, 
is concerned about University 
residence halls, because they are 
among the tallest buildings in 
the city.

“My job is to provide you 

safety,” Glaze said. “I have to sit 
there and watch you possibly die 
or get gravely injured because I 
don’t have the tools necessary 
to save you, that’s not what I 
signed up for. I signed up to save 
you.”

Glaze’s concern is with the 
department’s new $1.3 million 
fire truck with an attached ladder 
at Fire Station 1, the fire station 

across the street from the Uni-
versity.

The ladder truck has a 100-
foot aerial foot ladder attached 
to the truck, tall enough to reach 
the city’s highest structures, in-
cluding the Vista La Verne and 
Citrus Hall dorms, but the truck 
cannot be used because a staff-
ing shortage means the depart-
ment does not have anyone to 
operate it.

If a fire occurs on the third 
floor or above in the residence 
halls or at the Campus Center, 

firefighters would need to use 
a ladder truck in order to reach 
those levels.

Glaze said that with this truck 
being non-operational, the back-
up plan – finding a ladder truck 
in a neighboring city – is the 
only alternative.

“We are looking at a response 
time of 25 to 35 minutes,” Glaze 
said. “In a real emergency situa-

tion, that’s unacceptable.
“That’s … assuming that one 

of those ladder trucks is avail-
able. Since it’s a mutual aid 
agreement with L.A. County 
Fire Department, we aren’t guar-
anteed that aid,” Glaze added.

Glaze said the La Verne Fire-
fighters Association has told the 
City Council about their safety 
concerns.

“They do not want to spend 
the money to make you guys 
safe,” Glaze said. “They would 
rather just roll the dice and go, 

‘Well, we hope nothing goes 
wrong,’ … The city council likes 
to run on a hope and a prayer. 
They hope that L.A. County 
has a ladder truck available, and 
they pray that they do.”

“I went to Skidmore College 
in New York and there were two 
students in a dorm room who 
knocked over a candle,” Glaze 
said. “It lit their dorm room on 
fire and the fire was in front of 
the door. They couldn’t escape. 
They couldn’t get out their win-
dow and they died in their col-
lege dorm.”

Glaze said the city has not 
made safety a priority, and the 
fire department is understaffed. 
Firefighters leave, he said, be-
cause of these issues.

City Council member Robin 
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The Bite-Sized Fair, a miniature version of the Los Angeles County 
Fair, where residents can join carnival rides, games, shopping and 
various food options at the Fairplex in Pomona, runs every weekend 

through Sept. 26. The annual Los Angeles County Fair will move 
from its usual fall schedule to a spring schedule starting in May 
2022 with a celebration of the Fair’s 100th anniversary.

Fire department staffing shortage 
raises ULV dorm safety concerns

Fair returns in ‘Bite-Sized’ format
Anabel Martinez
Arts Editor

The Los Angeles County Fair 
returned as the Bite-Sized Fair 
on Friday – after being cancelled 
last year – as a smaller version 
with a limited number of rides, 
games, food and shopping.

The new Bite-Sized Fair, 
which runs from 3 p.m. to 9 p.m. 
Friday through Sunday until 
Sept. 26 at the Fairplex in Pomo-
na, enforces face masks, social 
distancing and a capacity limit 
each day with health and safety 
risks in mind due to COVID-19.

Admission is also smaller 
this year at $2, as opposed to 
2019 where admission was $15.

Children aged 2 or younger 
do not need a ticket. $10 to $15 
parking passes must be pur-
chased online by noon the day of 
the event, no ticket sales at the 
gate this year to enforce a limit-
ed capacity.

“It’s literally a bite size of 
fun,” Loura Farraj, server at 
the fair’s Draft Beer Depot, 
said. “You get out of the house 
for a little bit. You forget about 
COVID, you forget about unem-
ployment, you forget about poli-
tics. It’s just a nice family time.”

“It is a lot smaller than what 
the L.A. County Fair is, but it’s 
still a lot to see and a lot of fun,” 
Farraj said.

The Bite-Sized Fair features 
its usual crowd favorites includ-
ing rides like the Zipper, Twist-
er and Insanity 360, and snacks 
like funnel cakes, ice cream and 
kettle corn.

Visitors played games to win 
a prize or stopped by the shop 
stands to take a look at hand-
made clothing, Hispanic cultural 
footwear, jewelry, organic beau-
ty products and more.

Some sang along and 
shopped Thump Records On 
Wheels’ t-shirt collection, vinyls 
and CDs as they played hits by 
Zapp and The Notorious B.I.G.

“It’s obviously in a different 
form but to me, it’s better than 
nothing,” Tiffani Iszard of T. 
Monique Boutique said. “Peo-
ple get to get out, they get to 
be with their families and have 
fun locally. You don’t have to 
go places. It’s safe. Everyone’s 
wearing masks. I’m happy that 
it’s back. I’m glad they decided 
to do something.”

Continued on page 5Continued on page 2

Vista and
Citrus halls
at risk

‘They do not want to spend money to 
make you guys safe... The city council likes 

to run on a hope and a prayer.’
—Andy Glaze, La Verne Fire Department 

captain



Carder said, however, that she 
believes the La Verne communi-
ty is safe.

“I am very confident and 
guarantee everyone is safe in 
this city,” Carder said.

“We all try to make the best 
decision for the community,” 
Carder said. “Also, we have a 
great dedication to serving the 
community.”

Glaze said the fire depart-
ment isn’t the only one misman-
aged in La Verne.

“Every department is pretty 
much in the same position that 
we are in,” Glaze said. “Every-

thing from the city yard to the 
police to us are all in bad shape.”

City Manager Bob Russi de-
clined to comment for this story.

Emely Gutierrez, a senior 
sociology major and assistant 
housing coordinator, said she 
believes students should be 
aware of the fire department’s 
ladder truck situation.

“Students see the fire depart-
ment across the street and feel 
safe,” Gutierrez said.

Carder said La Verne is not 
the only fire department that is 
understaffed, and that others in 
Los Angeles County are also 

having trouble filling positions. 
With a new fire chief, Chris 

Nigg, she said she hopes that 
recruitment and retention will 
improve.

Glaze said he hopes Chief 
Nigg will positively impact the 
La Verne Fire Department.

“To have a permanent fire 
chief … is always a really good 
thing for this organization, ‘’ 
Glaze said. “He is motivated to 
make safety a priority again at 
La Verne,” Glaze said.

Jaydelle Herbert can be 
reached by jaydelle.herbert@
laverne.edu.

The award-winning Campus Times 
online edition is updated throughout the 
week with event coverage and break-
ing news. Visit lvcampustimes.org for 
current and past stories, and addition-
al columns and blogs. You can like us 
on Facebook and follow us on Twit-
ter @lvcampustimes and Instagram  
@campustimes for all the latest up-
dates on local and on-campus news. Send us story ideas over 
social media or email to ctimes@laverne.edu.
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CorreCTIons
The Campus Times is 

committed to accuracy. 
When we make mistakes, 
however, it is our policy 
to correct them as soon 
as they are brought to 
our attention. If you find 
a mistake in the Campus 
Times, please let us know 
at ctimes@laverne.edu.
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Maternal stress can have 
affect on child’s health

Litsy Tellez

Nicole Mahrer, assistant professor of psychology, discusses her re-
search on the effects of maternal stress during pregnancy and after 
childbirth Tuesday in the Executive Dining Room.

Nicole Mahrer, assistant pro-
fessor of psychology, discussed 
how maternal stress affects chil-
dren’s health, the subject of her 
recent research, Tuesday in the 
Quay Davis Executive Board 
Room.

The lecture, “Maternal stress 
before and during pregnancy: 
The multifaceted effects on 
child health” was attended by 
30 people in-person and 12 via 
Webex.

Mahrer presented findings 
from her work at UCLA and 
current work at the University of 
La Verne.

She became the study coordi-
nator of the UCLA project while 
pregnant with twins.

The study explored racial 
disparities in child and maternal 
health. Participants were from 
Los Angeles, Illinois, Washing-

ton D.C. and South Carolina. 
Women participated in the study 
for six years.

They measured the mothers’ 
anxiety level during the preg-
nancy and the types of things 
they were worried about. Then 
they observed the development 
of the children’s health and tem-
perament from infancy to tod-
dlerhood. Research found that 
stress is a predictor of not only 
how the pregnancy might go, 
but could affect the child for the 
first five years of life.

“We know stress during 
pregnancy increases the risk for 
physical and psychological im-
pairment in children,” Mahrer 
said.“This information expands 
our opportunity to intervene.”

Children are most affected 
when their mother is worried 
about things they have no con-

trol over, Mahrer said.
Mahrer ended the lecture 

with practical ways to overcome 
stress such as therapy, taking 
classes about childbirth and how 
to care for a child and joining a 
support group. She added that 
it is important to teach children 
from a young age how to cope 
with anxiety, stress and depres-
sion.

Al Clark, professor of hu-
manities, praised Mahrer for 
how thorough Mahrer’s research 
and publications are.

Clark also expressed the rel-
evance of the lecture to college 
students.

”It’s material that is (perti-
nent) to your life…” Clark said. 
“Most students will probably 
have a child within the next ten 
years.”

–Greta Taylor

Fire department...
Continued from page 1

Sage blessing ceremony cleanses community

Darcelle Jones-Wesley

Dan Kennan, adjunct professor of sociology, cleanses Trevor 
Thomson, a member of the Karuk Tribe of California, with wing 
and sage in preparation for a sage blessing ceremony Sept. 10 at 

the Ludwick Center. The California White Sage used in the cere-
mony grows outside the Ludwick Center and is considered sacred 
by the local indigenous community.



After a year of virtual learning, the University of 
La Verne is able to return to in-person classes this 
semester. 

But in order to stay in person, we all need to follow the 
University’s COVID-19 guidelines.

The University of La Verne has reached a vaccination 
compliance rate of 80% and housing, athletics and Col-
lege of Law has reached more than 90%.

The University goal is to reach 100%, and in order to 
be safe, we need everyone to be vaccinated, unless they 
have a legitimate medical exemption.

The University is asking students to wear masks at all 
times regardless of vaccination status, indoors and out-
doors.

But so many students on campus have not been vigi-
lant in doing so.

They are not wearing their mask all the time, or their 
masks are not covering their noses, which defeats the pur-
pose of wearing a mask.

Students are asked to try to social distance but are not 
always following through.

Distancing can be difficult in some classrooms on 
campus, but in the common areas outside of class there is 
plenty of room to avoid crowding together.

The temptation is strong to stay close to friends, es-
pecially after a year and a half of isolation. But the risks 
are still there.

As a University, we do not want to risk a COVID out-
break that could force another campus closure and make 
everyone go back to learning online.

We are glad to be on campus in person but we must 
enjoy the freedom of this college experience responsibly.

Please wear your mask at all times, wash your hands 
frequently, social distance as much as possible and limit 

outside visitors to campus.
If you are sick, you must stay off campus, or remain in 

your dorm room.
If you believe you have come in contact with someone 

who has COVID-19 or believes they have COVID-19, 
fill out a Novel Coronavirus Information Form, available 
through the La Verne Portal.

Off-campus students who test positive for COVID-19 
must self-isolate and not return to campus.

On-campus residents must be isolated in a designated 
isolation room.

Students must allow at least 10 days with no symp-
toms and have received a written clearance to discontinue 
isolation from the COVID-19 compliance officer to be 
able to return.

Staff who test positive for COVID-19 must also 
self-isolate and not return to campus until 10 days with 
no symptoms have passed.

Staff must also receive a written clearance to discon-
tinue isolation from the COVID-19 compliance officer to 
be able to return.

Leos – this is our community. Let’s work together to 
continue being in-person so we do not have to go back 
to online.

opInIons
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LeTTers To The edITor
The Campus Times encourages readers to sub-

mit letters to the editors regarding topics covered 
in the paper. Letters should be no more than 400 
words in length and are due by Tuesday at 3 p.m. 
The Campus Times reserves the right to edit let-
ters for clarity, space and libel. Letters may be 
sent to ctimes@laverne.edu.

The new Texas law which bans abortions after the 
sixth week of pregnancy robs Texas women of 
choice, prioritizing the conservative and Christian 

belief that a fetus is a life once it has a heartbeat rather 
than take the woman’s life into account.

In instances such as rape or a life threatening preg-
nancy, Texas would rather force 
women into a pregnancy they 
are not ready for or cannot with-
stand.

According to the American 
Pregnancy Association, most 
women find out they are preg-
nant when they are four to seven weeks into their preg-
nancy. Doctors recommend that women wait until they 
are five or six weeks along to undergo an abortion.

With the ban in place, women will not even have a 
choice by the time they find out, since it is unsafe to go 

through an abortion before the fifth week. 
The law also allows private citizens, instead of state 

officials, to sue abortion providers and women who seek 
them out.

In other words, Texas would offer more protection to-
wards a rapist by allowing them to sue their victim for 

seeking out an abortion.
The law would have Texas citizens leading a manhunt 

on pregnant women.
Texas Gov. Greg Abbott justified the new law by say-

ing that rape victims will not be forced to carry out a 

pregnancy since they have six weeks to get an abortion.
He failed to do his research on how unsafe it would 

be for a woman to undergo this procedure earlier than 
doctors recommend. 

Abbott also said that Texas plans on working tire-
lessly to eliminate all of the rapists from the streets by 

aggressively going out, arresting 
them, and prosecuting them. If only 
it were that easy to rid the world of 
rapists. 

According to the Bureau of Jus-
tice Statistics, only four out of 10 
rapes get reported and only less 

than a third of those are actually punished. 
According to the Rape, Abuse and Incest National 

Network, out of 1,000 sexual assaults, 975 perpetrators 
will walk free. That staggering number is not that sur-
prising when we live in a world that protects people from 
mask mandates because it is their body, their choice, but 
fails to provide women with the same privilege.

The new ban would practically ban abortions altogeth-
er in Texas due to the time limit set on it. This is not an 
accident.

The Biden administration will not stand for this, as it is 
filing a lawsuit against Texas, despite the Supreme Court 
failing to block the ban two weeks ago. 

Attorney General Merrick Garland called the law 
clearly unconstitutional and said that the department was 
exploring all options in response.

In the meantime, President Joe Biden is urging a gov-
ernment response to try to safeguard access to abortions 
in Texas.

Otherwise, women will be forced to travel to a differ-
ent state where abortions are legal, or cross the Mexican 
border to receive an abortion there since, as of Sept. 7, the 
procedures are legalized.

On the same day, America took one step backward 
while Mexico advanced forward. 

There is no logic in this new law, and it reveals itself 
for what it truly is – a vigilante law and another attack on 
women.

This month, Mexico’s Supreme Court voted to de-
criminalize abortion in the country.

This historic decision revokes a law that pun-
ished women with up to three years in prison for having 
an abortion including cases that involve rape. 

This incredible decision is a huge win for women’s 
rights, not only in Mexico but for women across the 
world in developed and underdeveloped countries.

This decision is important not only because abortion 
should be legalized for all cases against any pre-existing 
conditions because there is no reason women should not 
have the right to choose; but also, because Mexico has 
one of the largest population of Catholics in the world. 

Catholicism is notoriously against abortion and other 
sexual freedoms that are socially acceptable, which have 
created a disconnect between older generational laws and 
the current times in our society. 

Mexico has made the decision to get with the times and 
give their women their liberties as citizens of the world. 

This decision should force lawmakers in the United 
States to look at themselves in the mirror.

They continue to fail us repeatedly, and the latest ex-
ample comes from the delusional state of Texas, which 
has passed a law in which a citizen could sue a woman, 
potential transporter and doctor for being enablers in an 
abortion.

Even pregnant rape victims in the great state of Texas 
cannot seek help without the risk of being sued.  

Lawmakers in conservative states misrepresent the 
true ideology of the majority of the country.

And their lazy excuse of abortion being against their 
religious practices is not only shallow and outdated but it 
has now been gutted as one of the most religious coun-
tries in the world just opened its eyes and respected wom-
en’s bodily autonomy. 

Mexico, a country that these same old, conservative 
lawmakers and supporters see as inferior and beneath 
them as people, have now set a standard that states like 
Texas cannot and will not reach. 

We as an entire country should be embarrassed of our-
selves for allowing women to continue to suffer in the 
so-called greatest country on Earth.

Texas abortion ban is attack on women

Mexico sets example for U.S.

Students need to follow 
guidelines to stay in-person
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‘There is no logic in this new law, and it reveals itself for what it truly is – 
a vigilante law and another attack on women.’
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Abelina Nuñez
Social Media Editor

The University of La Verne 
has updated heating, ventilation, 
and air conditioning, or HVAC, 
systems in all the dorm build-
ings to meet COVID standards.

Jason Miller, assistant vice 
president of facilities, devel-
opment and operations for the 
University, said that all air con-
ditioning filters were upgraded 
to HEPA and Merv-13 filters, 
which are recommended by the 
Centers for Disease Control and 
Prevention as the best for any 
contaminated air.

The air filtration updates 
mean air is replaced with filtered 
outside air eight times per hour, 
twice the recommended rate, 
Miller said.

This means it may be a little 
warmer in the dorms, based on 
the current hot weather, but the 
community should know the air 
conditioning is working, Miller 
said.

Lisa Lester, associate director 
of housing, sent an email Aug. 
19 to residents about COVID-19 
regulations for HVAC systems 
and how all air conditioning 
units have to be set up to circu-
late fresh air into rooms, even in 
the warmer months, which may 

lead to the rooms to feel hotter 
than usual.

In that email, Lester told the 
residents not to open their win-
dows, as it will ultimately work 
against the goal of cooling down 
the space, bringing in a fan in 
case the room may be uncom-
fortable due to it being hot.

“When someone says that 
the HVAC is not working, the 
HVAC team will go look at the 
computer system and see what is 
going on,” Lester said in a recent 
interview.

“We need to remember that 
these buildings haven’t been in 
use the way they normally are, 
and sometimes when that hap-
pens after years, you’ll see new 
things come up just because they 
haven’t been working to the ca-
pacity the way they’ve been 
working in the past,” she said.

Housing requires residents 
to wear their masks when out of 
their own rooms and not allow 
outsider visitors in the halls.

If students are in the lounge 
by themselves or with others, 
then they must wear their mask.

Carina Baca, Citrus Hall res-
ident assistant and senior psy-
chology and creative writing 
major, said that housing and the 
RAs are enforcing the no outside 
visitors rule by reminding resi-

dents of it, and also by getting 
to know their residents – so they 
can recognize outside guests. 

Baca said residents who 
bring in guests will be written 
up for breaking the rule.

“Right now, due to COVID 
and the Delta variant, we are 
asking that no outside visitors 
are in the halls,” Lester said. “It’s 
a policy that we had throughout 
summer (and) through this se-
mester,” Lester said. “That pol-
icy may change as time goes on, 

... but for now, the policy is only 
residents are allowed within the 
residence hall.”

Baca said residents who do 
not comply with the regulations 
for housing established based on 
the Los Angeles County Depart-
ments of Public Health Guide-
lines for safe return, will have a 
conduct meeting with a housing 
supervisor, which will deter-
mine future consequences.

Before residents were al-
lowed to move into any of the 

dorms, they signed the Residen-
tial Life COVID-19 Agreement 
confirming that they understand 
the risks associated with commu-
nal living during the COVID-19 
pandemic and agree to abide by 
ULV policies designed to miti-
gate COVID-19 risks.

Students were also required 
to send in a copy of their 
COVID-19 Vaccination Record 
Card to make sure that all resi-
dents are vaccinated.

Housing rules, upgrades increase COVID safety

Connor Woken
Staff Writer

The University’s Latinx 
Heritage Month virtual series 
kicked off Wednesday via We-
bEx with a panel promoting 
diversity and inclusion through 
storytelling.

The small event included six 
faculty and student panelists 
and eight community partici-
pants.

Panelists were Alma Marti-
nez, associate professor of the-

ater; Christian Bracho, faculty 
diversity liaison; Cindy Vallejo, 
office of student engagement 
and leadership associate di-
rector; Yulissa Chavez, junior 
communications major; Antoi-
nette Lorenzo, senior business 
major; and Francisco Villago-
mez-Luna, senior political sci-
ence major.

Daniel Loera, the Univer-
sity’s director of multicultural 
affairs, moderated the event, 
which began with three ques-
tions for the panelists.

“In what ways has your 
Latinx culture impacted your 
experience and community at 
large?” Loera began.

The panelists also consid-
ered how they have been im-
pacted or how they are trying to 
impact the broader community, 
including people of color and 
LGBTQ communities.

The meeting, intended to 
inspire participants to make a 
difference, via emphasizing the 
University’s core values and 

Latinx panel speakers share 
what identity means to them

Students find new normal in dorms

Jingyao Liang

Liyah Ferris, freshman biology major and Citrus Hall resident, de-
scribes her experience living in the dorms as exciting and conve-
nient. She said that following COVID-19 guidelines is important 
for everyone.

Abelina Nuñez
Social Media Editor

Most of us are back on cam-
pus, and students living in all 
three campus dorms. 

But as the COVID-19 pan-
demic rages on, things are not 
exactly back to pre-pandemic 
normal. Instead on-campus life 
is finding a new normal. 

Carina Baca, Citrus Hall res-
ident assistant and senior psy-
chology and creative writing 
major, has started her fourth year 
living in the dorms  – where she 
stayed even through the worst of 
pandemic lockdowns.  

“Before the pandemic liv-
ing at the dorms was not much 
different than now except for 
the regulations on masks and 
in-person gatherings,” Baca 
said. “I think there’s still a sense 
of community that the pandemic 
can’t take away from housing at 
La Verne, which is why I contin-
ue to be an R.A. for the second 
year.”

Baca said being an R.A. lets 
her help the residential commu-
nity have the best time living on 
campus.

“It is a very rewarding posi-
tion,” she said.

This year is a new opportuni-
ty to build a community with her 
residences since she could not 
last year and thinks it should not 

be taken for granted, Baca said. 
“I think it’s more import-

ant than ever to make sure our 
residents feel that La Verne is 
their home away from home 
(to) build trust and life-lasting 
relationships with others,” Baca 
said. 

Some new students were 
nervous about moving into the 
dorms for the first time and liv-
ing independently, but once they 
settled in, they were happy to 
hang out with new friends.

Kiara Hulon, Citrus Hall res-
ident and sophomore biology 
major, said she  feels a sense of 
freedom, independence, and life 
experience possible only when 
living away from home.

Though she doesn’t forget 
safety protocols. 

“I wash my hands regularly 
and put on hand sanitizer before 
and after I leave,” Hulon said. “I 
wipe down my things everyday 
and make sure that I don’t stand 
too close to people.”

Naty Castellon, Citrus Hall 
resident and sophomore kine-
siology major, is also enjoying 
dorming so far.  Castellon also 
said she feels a new sense of in-
dependence. 

Liyah Ferris, Citrus Hall res-
ident and freshman biology ma-
jor, said life is less stressful liv-
ing in the dorms, and it is more 
convenient for her to hang out 

with her friends since they all 
live there too. 

Jashelle Ranson, Oaks resi-
dent and sophomore photogra-
phy major, lived in the dorms 
last year when it was pretty qui-
et.

Now she said she loves hav-
ing more people around. 

“I would dorm again because 
it’s fun, and you meet someone 
new every day,” Ranson said. 
“Despite everything, I knew this 
was the best decision for me at 
this point in my life.”

“I’m almost speechless,” said 
Eugene Shang, director of resi-
dence life. “I am really happy 
that students are back,” 

Shang said he missed the stu-
dents when they were gone.

The University has strict pol-
icies for residences like manda-
tory masks and no outside visi-
tors to keep everyone COVID 
safe.

Before students could move 
into the dorms, they needed to 
sign a COVID-19 Housing Pol-
icies Agreement Form, agreeing 
to follow all protocols designed 
to keep everyone as safe as pos-
sible, and noting their under-
standing of the risks connected 
with communal living during 
the COVID-19 pandemic.

Abelina Nuñez can be 
reached at abelina.nunez@ 
laverne.edu.

Continued on page 5

Continued on page 5
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Fair...
Continued from page 1

This year marks Iszard’s sev-
enth year selling her boutique’s 
clothing at the Fair.

Iszard said she has not vend-
ed since February 2020, but she 
typically sells her clothing at 
different events such as rodeos, 
jazz concerts and raves.

However, at the Fair, she 
said the people interested in her 
clothing make up a more diverse 
group than at other places.

“The demographic for my 
clients is really a wide range. 
It’s from age 18 to 75, which is 
crazy,” Iszard said. “I helped a 
lady earlier who told me she just 

turned 67 and she bought some 
cute stuff. So I have (customers) 
all over the map.”

More people arrived at the 
fair as the sun started going 
down around 7 p.m., loosening 
up and visiting the dance area. 

Some took a break from the 
crowd and sat to share a turkey 
leg while others turned to the 
Ferris wheel for a sunset view of 
the city.

“I think people are kind of 
desperate to get out and get that 
hint of normalcy again, and … 
buy good food and drinks, but 
it’s slowed down of course. 

We’re a quarter of the size of 
what we normally are,” Farraj 
said.

Sissy Bautista, Ontario res-
ident, said she thought the Fair 
was fun regardless of its smaller 
size, the rides being her favorite 
part.

“I thought it was more fun. 
Everything was compact and 
less crowded,” Will Sung, resi-
dent of Fountain Valley, said. “I 
liked all the rides and the food 
was good. So many choices.”

Sung said the Bite-Sized Fair 
was his first L.A. County Fair 
and appreciated the short wait 
times.

Jesse Castillo and April Swo-
boda, residents of San Bernardi-
no, said they decided to attend 
the Bite-Sized Fair on its open-
ing day spontaneously, but they 
do visit the full-scale Fair every 
year.

“I think it’s a little bit less fun 
since there’s less things going on 
and not as many stands,” Castil-
lo said.

Castillo and Swoboda said 
that the Bite-Sized Fair should 
have had more games available, 
but agreed that the food was 
good. Swoboda said her favorite 
snack of the night was the deep-
fried Oreos.

“Hopefully people still come 
out and enjoy the smaller Bite-
Sized Fair, have a good time and 
be safe until we are all able to get 
on the same page and be back to 
normal again,” Farraj said.

Renee Hernandez, director of 
public relations at the Fairplex, 
said the Bite-Sized Fair took two 
months to plan while the full-
blown Los Angeles County Fair 
typically takes a year to prepare.

The team is already five 
months into planning the annual 
Fair’s big return on May 5, 2022, 
to celebrate its 100th anniversa-
ry and will continue to be held in 
May instead of September in an 
effort to avoid the summer heat.

Anabel Martinez can be 
reached at anabel.martinez2@
laverne.edu.

Car fans gather for ‘Cool Cruise’

Jingyao Liang

A blue and yellow 1959 Volkswagen Deluxe 23-window bus owned 
by Bill Stellmacher of Diamond Bar was one of hundreds of classic 
cars displayed at the 27th annual Cool Cruise Car Show on Satur-

day in downtown La Verne. The event featured more than 800 clas-
sic cars dating back to the 1930s, as well as food, music and other 
family activities.

Connor Woken
Staff Writer

The city of La Verne’s 27th 
Cool Cruise Car Show was back 
Saturday after a few COVID-re-
lated postponements, featuring 
cars from 1928 Ford Model A’s 
to 2020 Corvettes. 

Absence seemed to increase 
excitement for the event at Bo-
nita and D streets in downtown, 
with about 800 cars in all. 

The event taught some ob-
servers how these owners build 
and restore the cars and how 
they can get involved into it.

The event featured cars for 
cruising, cars specifically de-
signed for a race track, with in 
mint-condition from the engine 
to paint. 

The top 40 cars at the show 
won awards.

Some of the car owners were 
part of car clubs where they all 
go to shows or cruise the streets.

“We are thrilled to be able to 
bring this event back to the city 
of La Verne, which is a commu-
nity I have known and loved for 
many years,” said Craig Hoel-
zel, the event organizer. 

“This event is big for us be-
cause it represents the 40th an-
niversary of DeLorean history,” 
said Roland Hoffman of Norco, 
president of DeLorean Owners 
Association.

The DeLorean is featured in 
the movie “Back to the Future.” 
The show featured three refur-
bished DeLoreans.

“These cars are a rare find and 
there are only 6,000 left and we 
have a group of them throughout 
Southern California,” said Todd 
Bustillo of Norco, a DeLorean 
tech.

“I enjoy coming to this event 
because it allows me to see the 
way people build these cars and 
I am able to document them,” 
Koby Wong of Glendora, a local 
photographer, said.

Connor Woken can be 
reached at connor.woken@ 
laverne.edu.

Speakers...
Continued from page 4

exploring various components 
of diversity. 

Ways in which this was ac-
complished was presented from 
the panelists by combining dif-
ferent clubs or organizations that 
could help make a difference in 
their specific community.

The University’s core value 
of diversity and inclusivity was 
a highlight of the panel discus-
sion.

 A lot of these panelists were 
either current first generation 
college students or they con-
sisted of members that currently 
work at ULV.

“We cannot rise as a commu-
nity unless we all rise together,” 
Martinez said. 

After hearing Martinez share 
what she had to say about the 
community that she works in, it 
had brought light to many eyes 
of the people with their cameras 

on.
Martinez had shared stories 

outside of the Latinx communi-
ty, but had brought up ideas of 
what was more important be-
tween being a person of color or 
being a woman. 

She told the story of when 
she met Barack Obama and vot-
ed in the election with Hillary 
Clinton. From these experienc-
es, she had asked herself what 
means more, being a person of 
color or being a woman.

“I think it is more important 
to be a person of color,” Marti-
nez said.

Vallejo talked about growing 
up in Huntington Park and how 
she never had the chance to fully 
embrace her Latinx heritage.

“It wasn’t until I got out of 
high school that I was able to 
embrace my Latinx culture at 
ULV,” Vallejo said.

Vallejo said felt she was able 
to connect more to the Latinx 
community and the diversity 
present mainly through clubs.

“ULV had a more diversified 
background and after noticing 
that, I was able to grow and be-
come more involved in the Lati-
no community,” Chavez said.

Chavez had mentioned that 
she had to choose a college and 
had the final decision to choose 
ULV.

She had said she chose it be-
cause it’s where she noticed she 
could really be herself. Now she 
is a big part of the Latinx com-
munity at the school. 

The Latinx Heritage Month 
virtual series will continue 
weekly at 1 p.m. and will run 
through Nov. 4. 

Connor Woken can be 
reached at connor.woken@ 
laverne.edu.

“Our motto is that if we could 
get students to understand that 
your part of a community and 
a community’s well-being is to 
ultimately benefit your own per-
sonal well-being, that’s the ulti-
mate goal,” Lester said.

  Eugene Shang, director of 
residential life and student con-
duct, added that the housing 
rules are for everybody else’s 
protection.

“It’s all about the understand-
ing that we live in a communi-
ty,” Shang said. “We have to 
think like a community and look 
out for each other’s well-being. 
We’re trying to make sure peo-
ple are being able to stay and 
enjoy the experience of being 
here.”

Abelina Nuñez can be 
reached at abelina.nunez@ 
laverne.edu.

Housing...
Continued from page 4
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etc...
‘New Histories’

The Harris Gallery on 
campus will showcase 
“New Histories,” an exhibit 
covering social and politi-
cal themes through paint-
ing and sculpture by inter-
weaving abstract shapes 
and juxtaposing colors.

The exhibit will run 
through Oct. 28. Gallery 
hours are 11 a.m. to 4 p.m., 
Monday to Thursday.

‘Plucked on 
Bach’

Joti Rockwell, a sea-
soned multi-instrumen-
talist, will perform his 
interpretations of Johann 
Sebastian Bach’s classical 
music through alternative 
instruments like the guitar 
and banjo Sept. 25 at Pomo-
na College’s Mabel Shaw 
Bridges Hall of Music.

Admission is free.
For more information 

visit pomona.edu/events.

‘Furious 
Garden’

“Furious Garden” will 
be on view at the Claremont 
Museum of Art through 
Nov. 27.

The exhibition will fea-
ture paintings and sculp-
tures with contemporary 
interpretations of vegeta-
tion.

Admission is $5.
For more information, 

visit claremontmuseum.
org.

‘Mind + Matter’
“Mind + Matter: Five 

Bay Area Sculptors’’ is an 
art exhibit on view at the 
American Museum of Ce-
ramic Art which explores 
pop culture through ab-
stract representations.

The exhibit includes 
the work of Robert Brady, 
Arthur Gonzalez, Beverly 
Mayeri, Nancy Selvin and 
Richard Shaw, and it runs 
through Jan. 23.

Museum hours are 11 
a.m. to 4 p.m. Fridays, Sat-
urdays and Sundays.

Due to limited capacity, 
reservations are required. 

Last entry will be at 3 
p.m.

Admission is $5.
For reservations and 

more information, visit 
amoca.org.

—Liliana Castañeda

happenIngs

Liliana Casteñeda
Copy Editor

The American Museum of 
Ceramic Arts showcased the 
colorful and lively ceramics of 
the late influential artist Don Re-
itz in “Don Reitz: Life is Not a 
Dress Rehearsal.”

Reitz was a pioneer in ceram-
ics through his revival of the salt 
glaze-burning techniques, used 
in Germany in the early 1400s. 

This process gives ceram-
ics tiny dents that create an en-
hanced dimension and texture.

Using bright colors and dif-
ferent textures in his ceramics, 
Reitz was able to pin down 
childhood curiosity through 
his interpretation of figures ex-
pressed mostly in children’s 
imagination with characters like 
“Refrigerator Man” and scenery 
reminiscent of Peter Pan’s Nev-
erland and “The Lost Boys.”

The exhibit brought the old 
Wild West, plants and abstract 
characters to life.

“I think they are very whim-
sical,” Victoria Anaya, Pomona 
resident, said. “I like that they 
are tied with each other, like 
the handprint, it gives the art a 
whole different meaning.”

Andy McMahon, Pasadena 

resident, said he saw different 
types of art incorporated into 
Reitz’s pieces throughout the 
exhibit including features from 
French paintings and similarities 
from Native American art.

His piece called “How Did 
You Get to Be Chief” featured 
multi-layered facets depicting a 
story scene.

In the forefront, there was 
an open book made of clay 

with rough jagged edges and 
the name of the piece engraved 
within it.

In the center of the book, 
there was a massive “X” like 
that of a treasure map and on top 
of the book there lay a mask. 

The background displayed a 
wrecked sailboat broken in half 
that looked like the tidal waves 
crashed against it.

The bright colors ranging 
from yellow to orange to blue 
all created a sense of innocence 

and authenticity especially be-
cause the piece was engraved in 
a child-like manner where one 
could have the impression it was 
engraved by a real child.

“You get the sense that it’s all 
telling a story,” said McMahon. 

There was a dream-like won-
der in the pieces because even 
the way in which the pieces 
were framed, they appeared to 
be stacked pieces of paper with 

how pieces had uneven and rag-
ged edges.

“I think his art shows depth 
and kind of fanciful types of ad-
ditions to the clay, that you won-
der why it is that he’s chosen to 
create that aspect,” Jill McMa-
hon, Pasadena resident, said.

Another piece was a ceramic 
plate, called “She Stood Side-
ways to the Hour.”

In the dead-center of the plate 
was a stick figure engraving of 
a girl with curly hair that had a 

surprised expression on her face, 
her mouth forming an “O.”

The figure was laying on her 
bed, a pillow behind her head 
engraved with stars and the 
moon. 

An arrangement of squares 
and rectangles depicting a quilt 
from her torso down. 

This piece featured a bug-
eyed purple monster, bearing 
sharp, long, burgundy teeth 
stalking right behind her bed. 

However, there was a sense 
of comfort in this piece despite 
the monster because there was a 
handprint stamped right next to 
her, almost as if protecting the 
child from the engulfing arms 
of the monster that framed the 
plate.

“The arts empower you spiri-
tually as well as physically. And 
it gives you such a sense of ac-
complishment,” Ethel Vincent, 
La Verne pottery artisan, said.

The exhibit “Don Reitz: Life 
is Not a Dress Rehearsal” is now 
on display and will run through 
Feb. 20, 2022, at the American 
Museum of Ceramic Art in Po-
mona. For more information vis-
it amoca.org.

Liliana Castañeda can be 
reached at liliana.castaneda@
laverne.edu.

Late artist revisits childhood 
imagination in ceramic exhibit

Photography exhibit depicts past and present

Darcelle Jones-Wesley

Fred Brashear Jr., adjunct professor of photography at the Uni-
versity of La Verne, printed his photograph “Endemic Treasures 
#7” (upper right), on special paper made from a Joshua Tree. 

Brashear’s photographs will be displayed in the “Photography 
Past and Present” exhibit at the Sasse Museum of Art in Pomona 
through Sept. 30.

‘The arts empower you spiritually as well as 
physically. And it gives you such a sense of 

accomplishment.’
—Ethel Vincent, pottery artisan
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Athletes honored for academic merit

Sebastián Abdón Ibarra
Metro Editor

The University of La Verne 
had 178 student-athletes qual-
ify for the Southern California 
Intercollegiate Athletic Conder-
ence’s All-Academic team for 
2020-2021.

A total of 2,229 student-ath-
letes qualified across all of 
SCIAC’s 21 sponsored sports. 
In order to qualify, student-ath-
letes must have achieved a grade 
point average of 3.40 or higher 
and must have completed one 
full calendar year at their current 
school. 

“I come from a very poor 
family and I have big goals 
for myself,” Alexander Medi-
na, junior kinesiology major 
and member of the men’s cross 
country team, said.

“When you come to college, 
the reality is that you are taking 
a lot of money that is not yours. 
You are borrowing money and 
it puts you in a situation where 
you have to do or die. And you 
cannot really afford to die, you 
have to just do,” he said. 

Medina said he did not have 
the same experiences his team-
mates would have had being a 
student-athlete in a pandemic 
because he was injured.

However, he said that he 
could definitely imagine that it 
would have been harder for him 
compared to a regular school 
year. 

“You don’t have that team 
aspect anymore. There’s no one 
to hold you accountable, there 
is no sense of urgency,” Medina 
said. 

Medina added that the honor 
of being acknowledged on the 
All-Academic team meant a lot 
to him and brought him a sense 
of validation. He said that sports 
take a lot of hard work, dedi-
cation, and a huge sacrifice of 
one’s social life is required.

A student-athlete is often 
faced with the choice of staying 
up late to socialize with others 

or go to bed early so that they 
can perform the best they can 
the next day. 

“Seeing that I got recognized 
for my academics made the sac-
rifices seem worth it,” Medina 
said. 

He said his motivation to 
succeed academically places a 
huge burden on his shoulders. 
He feels constant pressure to do 
well and not mess up. 

“I want to be a doctor of 
physical therapy and I want to 
be able to provide for whatever 
future family I end up having or 
myself in general. There is a lot 
on the line for me,” Medina said. 

He said that he wants to also 
be able to give back to his par-
ents for all that they sacrificed 
for him. He wants all of the 

supportive figures in his life to 
see him thrive because it would 
mean a lot to them.

“I’ve had a bunch of them tell 
me, ‘If you want to repay me for 
the things I’ve done for you, just 
be successful. That is all I am 
asking for,’” Medina said. 

Drew Reddick, senior busi-
ness administration major and 
member of the baseball team, 
said his experience of being a 
student-athlete during a pan-
demic was hard at first.

He said it was harder simply 
because it was a different ex-
perience with new routines to 
learn, like checking Blackboard 
and emailing teachers because 
there was no in-person aspect. 

However, he said the expe-
rience he gained from being 
on the La Verne baseball team 
helped him to adapt quickly. 

“We do so much stuff, as far 
as baseball goes, on the field 
with details and accountability 
that I just took that off the field 
and applied it to the classroom. 
After a week or two I did not 
feel much of a difference,” Red-
dick said. 

He said that the recognition 
of being on the All-Academic 
team meant a lot to him. 

“I still feel like when a lot 
of people think of athletes they 
may not think of them as the best 
in the classroom. At this school 
especially a lot of people are try-
ing to reverse that stereotype,” 
Reddick said. “It is always good 
to be acknowledged for what 
you do off the field.”

Reddick said that his motiva-
tion to do well in the classroom 
is a mix of both self motivation 
and from his coach Scott Win-
terburn. 

“He instills the mentality of 
taking pride in doing things the 
right way whether that is in life, 
family, the classroom, whatever 
that may be,” Reddick said.

“At the end of the day if you 
are not doing things to the best 
of your ability, you have to ask 

yourself why are you doing 
them at all,” he said.

La Verne alumna Melanie 
Gazzazian, former women’s wa-
ter polo player and current grad-
uate student at the University 
of Southern California, said her 
experience as a student-athlete 
during the pandemic was com-
plicated. Water polo was one of 
the few sports who was able to 
have a season in April.

She said that the difficulty 
did not come from school, but 
having to readjust back to being 
an athlete again and all the re-
sponsibilities that come with it, 
which included weekly COVID 
tests. 

“I don’t think it was man-
aging school, it was the added 
fact that we actually had to go 
to campus and balance all the 
new responsibilities,” Gazza-
zian said. 

She said that her inclusion on 
the All-Academic team was a 
proud moment. 

“I did my senior thesis on 
college athletes and their aca-
demic performance. My entire 
thesis was based around what 
we are talking about right now 
and the fact that we student-ath-
letes are breaking the dumb jock 

stereotype,”  Gazzazian said. 
Through her study she found 

that a lot of athletes on campus 
do break the stereotype because 
of the high percentage of peo-
ple that make the All-Academic 
team.

She said that to not only be 
recognized for her academics, 
but to also be an example of her 
own study was extremely val-
idating for her and her parents. 

“The amount of values that 
come out of sports and apply-
ing that into your academics is 
so valuable,” Gazzazian said. 
“People do not realize how much 
character that can build and how 
much athletics can improve your 
academic performance.”

Her motivation to excel in ac-
ademics stemmed from her own 

pride. 
“There would be people who 

would be ineligible to play, and 
I thought that was so embar-
rassing,” Gazzazian said. “I told 
myself that will literally never 
be me.” 

Gazzazian said she trans-
ferred to La Verne from a com-
munity college so that she could 
continue her education at a high-
er level, but to also do some-
thing that she loved. 

“So if I messed that up, that 
was on me. I was going to make 
my parents pay all this money 
for me to go to this school, and 
to then mess that up by not being 
able to play was not in the cards 
for me,” Gazzazian said. 

Aliyah Mosser, junior educa-
tional studies major and member 
of the women’s volleyball team, 
said her pandemic experience 
was challenging.

Having to practice and work 
out on her own was difficult, but 
once she figured out her sched-
ule it was a lot easier to balance 
her responsibilities for volley-
ball and school. 

She said her place on the 
All-Academic team was import-
ant to her.

She said student-athletes have 

a big presence and influence on 
campus, so being a good student 
and good teammate made her 
feel like she was really a part of 
the University. 

“I’m really interested in my 
major of becoming a teacher and 
going into education. The fur-
ther I go up in my classes and 
meet more professors, the more 
inspired I am to become a teach-
er and succeed in my academ-
ics,” Mosser said. 

Jennifer Dubow, SCIAC ex-
ecutive director, said that it is 
important for the conference to 
recognize these student-athletes 
who thrive academically be-
cause one of the core principles 
of Division III athletics is being 
a student first, and so they have 
maintained that commitment 
to celebrating academic excel-
lence. 

She said one reason to ex-
plain the culture of academic 
excellence in all nine of the 
SCIAC institutions is that every 
school has a core principle of 
commitment to academics.

All nine schools tie academic 
success into their athletic pro-
grams’ mission statement. 

Winterburn, who is La 
Verne’s athletic director, said 
that what most impresses him 
about this accomplishment 
by his student-athletes is the 
amount of time they devote to 
all of their responsibilities.

No matter their talent level 
these student-athletes balance 
their sport, school, and for a 
lot of them even a 10-20 hour a 
week job. 

“You factor that all together, 
it is a pretty great accomplish-
ment when they also find a way 
to achieve academically,” Win-
terburn said. 

He credits the culture of aca-
demic excellence in the athletic 
department to the University’s 
recruiting practices. 

“When you are handpicking 
athletes from across the coun-
try, throughout the recruiting 
process we prioritize someone 
that values their academic ex-
perience. We have a collection 
of athletes here on campus that 
value academics at a very high 
level,” Winterburn said. 

Sebastián Abdón Ibarra 
can be reached at sebastian. 
ibarra@laverne.edu.

178 Leos 
recognized 
by SCIAC

What makes 
a curious reader?

You do.
Read to your child today and inspire 

a lifelong love of reading.

www.read.gov

‘At the end of the day if you are not doing things to the best of your 
ability, you have to ask yourself why are you doing them at all.’

—Drew Reddick, senior business administration major 
and baseball player



Jacob Barriga
Sports Editor

The women’s volleyball team 
hosted three teams for the sec-
ond straight weekend for the 
Whittier Invitational last week-
end.

The Leopards, who co-host-
ed the tournament with Whittier, 
took on Pacific Lutheran, UC 
Santa Cruz and Puget Sound in 
their final weekend before con-
ference play.

The Leopards went 1-2 in the 
tournament, including a hard 
fought 3-2 loss to Division II 
UC Santa Cruz on Sept. 10.

The Leopards came out 
strong against the Banana Slugs, 
possibly amped from their de-
feat of Pacific Lutheran earlier 
in the day.

In the first set the Leopards 
leaped out to an 8-0 advantage 
led by junior middle blocker 
Ayana Mier and freshman out-
side hitter Ha’ani Untalan, both 
of whom had two kills in the ear-
ly going.

The Leopards did not let UC 
Santa Cruz back into the game as 

the Banana Slugs did not come 
closer than five points during the 
first set and the Leopards took 
the opening set, 25-17.

“Our energy is so good and 

even on the bench it’s so much 
fun, especially since we are 
competitive. We want to stay 
in the game by cheering all the 
time,” Mier said.

The Leopards kept the pres-
sure on in the second set, trading 
points up to a 13-13 tie in the 
middle of the set.

However, three mistakes by 
Santa Cruz gave the Leopards an 
advantage heading into the latter 
half of the set.

The Leopards capitalized on 
the mistakes and took the small 
lead into a 25-19 victory in the 
second set to take a huge advan-
tage in the match.

The Leopards, looking for the 
sweep to improve their winning 
streak to five games, continued 
to put the Banana Slugs on the 
ropes.

After three kills from the 
Leopards offense and more er-
rors from the Santa Cruz de-
fense, the Leopards jumped out 
to a 11-6 lead in the pivotal third 
set.

But then the Leopards strug-
gled to put the Banana Slugs 
away, as the Leopards commit-
ted seven errors down the stretch 
and the Slugs woke up to close 
the gap, tying the set at 20-20.

The Slugs outlasted the 
Leopards with a final kill by 
Santa Cruz senior outside hitter 
Claire Okerlund to steal the third 
set, 25-23.

The Leopards did not recov-
er, suffering a 25-17 loss in the 
fourth set and a 15-11 loss in the 
fifth set to give the win to UC 
Santa Cruz.

The Leopards went on to drop 
the final match of the weekend 
against Puget Sound on Satur-
day to wrap up the weekend in-
vitational.

Head coach Jeff Hendershot 
said his team fought hard and is 
ready to get into Southern Cal-
ifornia Intercollegiate Athletic 
Conference play with their com-
petitive nature.

“UC Santa Cruz is a really 
good team, and we just have to 
limit some errors and keep the 
competitive fire,” Hendershot 
said. “We’re competitive and the 
conference is a dog fight. I love 
our energy and our culture, and 
it will go a long way.”

Junior setter Emily Helden-
brand said the unification of this 
team is a big difference going 
into the regular season.

“We all want to work toward 
the same goal, and we have an 
opportunity to go farther than 
we ever have,” Heldenbrand 
said.

Junior middle blocker Kari 
Esseff said they have the po-
tential to put the conference on 
notice.

“The more we learn to come 
together the more we’ll become 
a team to look out for in the con-
ference. I am excited for what 
we can accomplish this year,” 
Esseff said.

Jacob Barriga can be reached 
at jacob.barriga@laverne.edu.
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Leos win thriller to open SCIAC play

Shira O’Neal-Abend

ULV sophomore defender Christian Rios battles Whittier freshman 
forward Lawerence Dydell for an incoming pass Wednesday at Ort-
mayer Stadium. The Leopards outlasted the Poets in a 3-2 victory in 
the first game of Southern California Intercollegiate Athletic Con-
ference play.

Jacob Barriga
Sports Editor

The men’s soccer team won 
3-2 in a dog fight of a match 
against the Whittier Poets 
Wednesday night.

The Leopards played a com-
petitive first half as both the Po-
ets and the Leopards would have 
shots on goal early in the match, 
including a hard shot off the foot 
of senior forward James Coe 
that was stopped by junior Poet 
goalkeeper Teddy Nickerson.

The stalemate would last for 
the majority of the first half and 
physical play from both teams 
raised the intensity as few fouls 
were called but bodies hit the 
ground continuously.

In the final 15 minutes of the 
half, the Poets put real pressure 
on the Leopard defense and 
eventually broke through.

Whittier senior defender 
Daniel Hayes found junior for-
ward Banks Telkamp for his first 
goal of the season on a cross that 
slipped past the Leopard defense 
and senior goalkeeper Kevan 
Rehmani in the 35th minute.

The Poets headed into the 
half with the momentum and 1-0 
advantage.

“At half, we already knew we 
had to step up and we were pre-
pared, we knew we could do it,” 
Coe said.

The Poets came out strong in 
the second half, getting multiple 
opportunities early.

Ten minutes into the half, the 
Poets tried to bury the Leopards 
deeper when a hot shot from 
sophomore Zach Guarino hit the 
crossbar, bounced back into play 
and immediately found Telkamp 
for a rebound shot that the Leop-
ard defense blocked and even-
tually cleared, avoiding another 
blow.

The Leopards had been a lit-
tle stagnant on the offensive end 
before junior midfielder Owen 
Osagiede streaked through the 
defense and fired a strike into 
the left corner of the goal, freez-
ing Nickerson and tying up the 
match at 1-1 in the 60th minute.

The teams traded possessions 
and hard fouls before a free kick 
just outside the right side of the 
box set up the Poets.

Junior midfielder Grant Rut-
ledge smashed the left post in 
the air and banked the shot in 
to give Whittier the seemingly 
winning shot in the 69th minute.

The Leopards would not be 
turned away, and they turned up 
the pressure in crunch time.

Following a frustrating off-
side call in the 82nd minute, the 
Poets granted La Verne fresh-
man midfielder Joel Trejo a free 
kick opportunity that he did not 
miss.

Trejo set up outside the left of 
the box, sent a high arcing shot 
that beat the keeper to the right 
post and bounced into the goal 
to tie the game up, 2-2.

The equalizer put some juice 
into the Leopard’s as they put 
more pressure on the Poets in 
the final minutes.

“I think (the second goal) re-
ally lifted our team’s spirits and 
we got together and focused on 
getting the next one to finish the 
game,” Trejo said.

Coe got two clean looks at 
the net. The first sailed wide left 
but his second found home after 
breaking through the middle of 
the defense and beating the goal-
keeper to put the Leopards up for 
good, 3-2, in the 85th minute.

Head coach Trevor Perrson 
said his team’s mindset did not 
change.

“We trusted ourselves and 
we stuck to our game plan even 
when we were down. Once we 
got one we knew we were going 
to get two,” Perrson said.

Osagiede said that the Leop-
ards’ offense is diverse and con-
fident.

“We got a few guys that can 
score, we have a lot of weapons 

and it gives us confidence going 
into SCIAC,” Osagiede said.

The Leopards are 2-2-1 over-
all and continue Southern Cal-
ifornia Intercollegiate Athletic 

Conference play against Clare-
mont-Mudd-Scripps at 7 p.m. 
Saturday at Ortmayer Stadium.

Jacob Barriga can be reached 
at jacob.barriga@laverne.edu.

Volleyball battles Slugs in Whittier Invitational

Shira O’Neal-Abend

Junior defensive specialist Kelly Yeung prepares to set the ball in 
a match against Pacific Lutheran during the Whittier Invitational 
Sept. 10. The Leopards swept the Lutes but finished 1-2 on the week-
end following losses to UC Santa Cruz and Puget Sound.

Coe hits 
winner in 
85th minute

Women 
finish 1-2 
in tourney


