
David Rafael Gonzalez
Editor-in-Chief

Members of the La Verne 
community gathered in the xe-
riscape drought tolerant garden 
between Hoover Building and 
Woody Hall to dedicate a plaque 
and bench in honor of the late 
Dr. Kim Martin, former profes-
sor of anthropology, who died in 
2019.

The gathering was small with 
about 15 people in attendance. 

The plaque was installed 
on the bench over the summer 
while the University of La Verne 
was still remote, said Felicia 
Beardsley, professor of anthro-
pology.

Beardsley introduced Zandra 

Wagoner, University Chaplain, 
and Sharon Davis, professor 
of sociology, who spoke to Dr. 
Martin’s memory.

Beardsley urged those in at-
tendance to honor Dr. Martin in 
their own way.

“All we ask is that you re-
member Kim in your own way, 
in your own time, whether it’s 
sitting on the bench or walking 

through the garden,” Beardsley 
said.

Wagoner said that she re-
members Dr. Martin by her 
commitment to social justice, 
her interdisciplinary spirit and 
her passions, which all benefited 
the community.

“Kim brought her genuine 
authentic self with her every 
day: her excitement, her strug-
gles, her questions, her frustra-
tions and her passions,” Wagon-
er said. 

Wagoner said that Dr. Mar-
tin was heavily involved in the 
community and actively helped 
shape the nature of the commu-
nity.

“I miss her waves of energy 
that communicated her love and 
care for this palace, its people 
and its students that we serve,” 
Wagoner said. “I miss her pres-
ence, her vibrant energy, espe-
cially because she was just so 
present.”

Wagoner said that benches 
are places to rest and to ground 
oneself.

She said she is reminded of 
a quote from Maya Angelou in 
which Angelou describes a park 
bench as a place to withdraw 
from one’s cares.

“I love that we are dedicat-
ing a bench in her memory, it 
means her presence and her sig-
nificance in our community will 

continue and that it matters,” 
Wagoner said. “In Kim’s mem-
ory, this bench is an invitation to 
withdraw from the cares that do 
not withdraw from us.”

Wagoner said that the image 
of a bench fits because Dr. Mar-
tin herself carried many cares 
and burdens.

Davis, professor of sociolo-
gy, described Dr. Martin as in-
tellectually gifted, a mentor and 
a role model to many.

“Kim Martin: anthropologist, 
scholar, teacher, mother, nana, 
colleague, friend, confidante, 
sister. Kim was all of these and 
more,” Davis said.

Davis said that Dr. Martin 
was an excellent travel com-
panion and traveled all over the 
world as a colleague and friend.

“Fearless and undaunted, 
Kim was the driver and I the 
navigator on these adventures,” 
Davis said. “We lost hubcaps, 
side mirrors, our direction and 
our dignity regularly.”

Davis said that Dr. Martin 
helped design the garden and 
decided where each plant would 
be planted.

Dr. Martin would often come 
to the garden just to clear her 
head, Davis said.

“Knowing that she was here 
and loved this garden and left 
this garden for us makes me 
feel a little closer to her,” Davis 
said. “When I come out here, it 
reminds me of her generous and 
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Oil spill hurts wildlife

William Hardy

Crude oil covers a seagull in Huntington Beach after an oil spill 
off the coast of Southern California on Monday. A breach in a 
pipeline caused the spill about five miles off the coast of Hunting-

ton Beach, spilling at least 126,000 gallons of crude oil, affecting 
about 13 square miles of the surrounding area, according to the 
Coast Guard. The cause of the breach is still under investigation.

Bench personifies professor’s spirit

LV eyes
Ontario 
location
Sebastián Abdon Ibarra
Metro Editor

The University of La Verne 
and the city of Ontario are nego-
tiating property exchanges that 
could allow the University to 
expand its Ontario presence via 
the new college of health and 
possibly other programs.

University spokesman Rod 
Leveque said that the details of 
this plan are still pending.

“If it looks like it is going to 
work out, then we would want 
to have some meaningful dis-
cussions with the University 
community, with faculty, with 
students about plans for how to 
best use that space,” Leveque 
said.

Leveque said that the newly 
acquired property could become 
the home for the new College of 
Health or the new Randall Lewis 
Center for Innovation and Entre-
preneurship, but everything is 
still preliminary.

Leveque said the negotiation 
involves possibly giving the city 
a portion of the College of Law’s 
parking lot at 320 E. D Street for 
the current building and land at 
214 E. Holt Boulevard.

Leveque said the acquisition 
would not be immediate, but 
would go through a “medium to 
long-term planning.” process.

Ontario is interested in the 
Law School lot to expand its 
adjacent civic center complex, 
Leveque said, adding that the 
idea came from the city, but the 
University needs the additional 
space for the College of Health 
and other growth, Leveque said.

“It would be exciting to be 
a part of the renaissance and 
renovation that is happening in 
the downtown Ontario area,” 
Leveque said.

To fund new buildings in the 
Ontario space, Leveque said, the 
University might be eligible for 
federal redevelopment grants, 
and will also seek pirate dona-
tions.

“The Ontario location does 
present possible funding oppor-
tunities that may not exist for 
similar expansion in La Verne,” 
Leveque said.

Paul Alvarez, professor of 
kinesiology and president of the 
faculty senate, said he appreci-
ated the University communi-
cating this potential Ontario ex-
pansion early in the negotiation 
process.

Alvarez added that resources 
are thin, whether they be faculty, 
lab space or classrooms.

Continued on page 3

‘Today we remember and honor her in this 
sacred garden she helped to preserve and a 
bench she sat on often, contemplating life 
and seeking internal balance and peace.’

—Felicia Beardsley, professor of
anthropology

Continued on page 5

Martin was 
social justice 
champion



David Rafael Gonzalez
Editor-in-Chief

Sean Dillon, professor of the-
ater arts, explained the journey 
of producing “An Enemy of the 
People,” a play put on by the 
theater department in May, and 
the complications that came be-
cause of the pandemic on Tues-
day at the weekly faculty lecture 
in the Executive Board Room.

In the lecture, which was at-
tended by 20 people, Dillon said 
that the play, “An Enemy of the 
People” tells the story of the ef-
fects of global climate change 
and environmental disasters. 

The play follows a man who 
tries to warn the town of water 
pollution causing sickness, but 
the town does not listen to the 
science.

When choosing the play, Dil-
lon took into consideration a 
few things: the type of play, the 
resources he had and the topical 
relevance of the play.

“That’s the context in which 
we saw it and thought contem-
porary audiences could certainly 
identify with that,” Dillon said.

After choosing the version of 
the play, he started deciding on 
the production concept, includ-
ing the style, design, themes and 
casting of the play. He settled on 
a realistic setting and realistic 
acting.

“The themes of the play 
would be, hopefully, communi-
cated without beating the audi-
ence over the head,” Dillon said. 

“Our hope was that the audi-
ence would watch the play and 
draw their own conclusions and 
connections with the material.”

Rehearsals were then un-
der way with a read through of 
the material with the cast, but 

in the middle of rehearsals, the 
COVID-19 pandemic hit and 
put a halt on production, Dillon 
said.

“It wasn’t until the new year, 
until 2021, that we realized if 
we’re going to do this, and most 
people were on board with do-
ing it, then we’re going to need 
to reimagine the production in 
a way that could be performed 
without us all getting together in 
the way that we were used to,” 
Dillon said.

He thought of making the 
play either a Zoom, audio or ra-
dio production, but it did not feel 
right.

After finding inspiration 
from Wayang Kulit, a traditional 
Indonesian shadow puppet per-
formance, German film director 
Lotte Reininger and the theater 
company Manual Cinema, he 
decided to have the play per-
formed through shadow pup-
petry.

These shadow puppets were 

created with photos of the actors 
as reference and were cut out us-
ing a Cricut machine.

Dillon said that most of 
the original cast wanted to go 
through with the new version of 
the play.

After recasting a few of the 
parts, the actors started record-
ing their own parts while remote 
and recording the shadow pup-
pet parts. After everything was 
recorded, Dillon edited every-
thing together using programs 
like Adobe Photoshop, Adobe 
Premiere Pro and Adobe Audi-
tion.

“Essentially we were doing 
a production from post produc-
tion,” Dillon said.

The final product was an 
exactly two-hour long video. 
Dillon ended the lecture with a 
small clip from the final product.

“When you have nobody ever 
being in the same room together, 
you end up with something like 
this,” Dillon said. Bree Douglas, 
junior political science major, 
said that the production of the 
play was a journey of persever-
ance.

“His passion alone, the way 
he resonated with this play, I’m 
sure it would’ve still been phe-

nomenal,” Douglas said.
“The fact that the pandem-

ic basically hindered the whole 
process and he still found a way 
to rise above it, that was the 
most interesting thing to me.”

Esilanna McMenamin, se-
nior political science and speech 
communications major, said that 
she thought about the topical rel-
evance of the play and how Dil-
lon related it to COVID-19. 

McMenamin said that it also 
reminded her of broader prob-
lems throughout the United 
States.

“It made me think of a lot of 
issues regarding water pollution 
across the United States, such 
as in Flint, Michigan or in Bel-
mont, Michigan,” McMenamin 
said.

“There’s a lot of health crises 
that involve capitalism, corpo 
rate manipulation of the public 
and people never knowing that 
they are experiencing or affected 
by the toxic waste.”

McMenamin also noted that 
the shadow puppetry involved in 
the play was also interesting and 
related it to popular media today.

David Rafael Gonzalez can 
be reached at david.gonzalez9@
laverne.edu.

Connor Woken
Staff Writer

About 150 community mem-
bers showed up for the La Verne 
fire and police departments’ bi-
annual open house on Saturday 
at the Public Safety Building on 
Third Street.

The open house included a 
bike rodeo for kids. It also in-
cluded vendors and branches of 
government, including repre-
sentatives from the Los Ange-
les FBI office, who shared with 
participants what it is like to be 
an FBI agent, and how to get an 
FBI internship.

“These programs are intend-
ed to strengthen the bond be-
tween the community and the 
police department by promoting 
a union (which) can assist us in 
fighting crime,” said La Verne 
Police Chief Nick Paz.

The department held demon-
strations to show the community 
what it is like to be a police of-
ficer or a firefighter, including a 
shooting simulator and impaired 

vision goggles to give  partici-
pants the sense of various emer-
gency scenarios.

“I came to this event to see if 
this is what I really want to do 
as a job and talk to more people 
to get my foot in the door,” said 
Evan Gauthier, a Cal Poly Po-
mona student.

The bike rodeo was popular 
among the youngest partici-
pants, who were automatically 
entered into a raffle to win one 
of five brand new bicycles do-
nated by the Majestic Cycling 
and La Verne Police Officers As-
sociation, the event co-sponsors.

The event also displayed 
about 15 vehicles, from a K-9 
van to a helicopter.

“We come to these events 
to ... try to recruit more people 
to apply to the FBI because it’s 
honestly a cool job,” said Kris-
ti Koons Johnson, FBI assistant 
director in charge.

The event also highlighted 
the dangers of drinking and driv-
ing, including a vehicle that was 
destroyed in a DUI accident.

Community safety, and safe-
ty improvements were another 
theme of the event.

“I used to be a police officer, 
and I come to this event every 
year they have it because I like 
to see the new technology that 
the department gets.”

Sebastian Barajas, a retired 
police officer from San Dimas, 
said.

The next open house will be 
in 2023.

Connor Woken can be 
reached at connor.woken@ 
laverne.edu.

CorreCtions
The Campus Times is 

committed to accuracy. 
When we make mistakes, 
however, it is our policy 
to correct them as soon 
as they are brought to 
our attention. If you find 
a mistake in the Campus 
Times, please let us know 
at ctimes@laverne.edu.
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Theater conquers pandemic chaos

Litsy Tellez

Sean Dillion, professor of theater arts, discusses the production of 
the play “An Enemy of the People” Tuesday in the Quay Davis Ex-

ecutive Dining Room. “An Enemy of the People,” the theater depart-
ment’s spring 2021 production, was staged using shadow puppets.

LV police, fire departments
offer safety open house

The award-winning Campus Times 
online edition is updated throughout 
the week with event coverage and 
breaking news.

Visit lvcampustimes.org for cur-
rent and past stories, and additional 
columns and blogs.

You can like us on Facebook 
and follow us on Twitter @lvcampustimes and Instagram  
@campustimes for all the latest updates on local and on-cam-
pus news. Send us story ideas over social media or email to 
ctimes@laverne.edu.

Campus times online
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Sebastián Abdon Ibarra
Metro Editor

A pedestrian bridge above 
Arrow Highway in La Verne has 
been in discussion among city 
officials since 2003. 

Construction of the bridge 
should start in 2023, city offi-
cials said recently. 

The bridge, which would ac-
company the Gold Line station 
set to open about two years after 
construction begins would al-
low pedestrians and bicyclists to 
avoid having to cross six lanes 
of traffic and the Metrolink rail 
crossing

“There needed to be some 
... way to eliminate the conflict 
between pedestrians and Arrow 
vehicular traffic just for better 
functioning of that whole area,” 
said Bob Russi, La Verne city 
manager. 

Russi added that the bridge 
will benefit Gold Line riders and 
improve foot access to Fairplex, 
which sits on the south-side of 
Arrow Highway near E Street at 
the La Verne-Pomona border.

Eric Scherer, La Verne com-
munity development director, 
noted that millions of people 
visit the Fairplex for the Los 
Angeles County Fair, National 

Hot Rod Association drag rac-
es and more. He anticipates that 
thousands of people will use the 
Gold Line to get there when it’s 
up and running. 

“Trying to cross a six-lane 
highway as well as rail tracks 
doesn’t create a safe environ-
ment,” Scherer said. “The bridge 
will safely move pedestrians 
across,”  

The San Gabriel Valley 
Council of Governments is 
working with the city on the pe-
destrian bridge construction.

“They have more money than 
what the city has in our own 
budget,” Scherer said 

According to city officials the 
cost of the bridge, including the 
underground utility components, 
will be about $14.7 million.

Russi said that money will 
come from a city bond measure, 
and the city is also looking at 
federal, state and regional fund-
ing possibilities as well. 

He said the city has worked 
with Southern California Edi-
son, Fairplex, Pomona, the Foot-
hill Gold Line and public safety 
officials to receive feedback on 
design and construction of the 
project. 

Russi said the bridge will 
benefit the Fairplex and the Uni-

versity of La Verne. 
“From our standpoint, we 

just wanted to make sure that 
it was walkable and that people 
are able to bring bikes on it,” 
said Jason Miller, associate vice 
president of facilities at the Uni-
versity.

Miller added that from what 
he had been told, bridge con-
struction will have a minor im-
pact on the University, and there 
should be no disruption to traffic 
on Arrow Highway once con-
struction is under way. 

Sebastián Abdón Ibarra can 
be reached at sebastian.ibarra@ 
laverne.edu.

City looks to build bridge to Fairplex

Rally for reproductive rights

Jennifer Stark, Claremont mayor, speaks at the 
reproductive rights rally Sunday in Claremont’s 
Memorial Park. She said everyone should do 

their part to protect abortion rights as Texas and 
other states are trying to pass strict anti-abortion 
laws. 

William Hardy

Ontario...
Continued from page 1

The building on the land acquired by the University of La Verne in 
Ontario could house the new College of Health or the Randall Lewis 

Center for Innovation and Entrepreneurship. The site is at 214 E. 
Holt Blvd., less than a mile from the site of the College of Law.

Darcelle Jones-Wesley

“Anytime we have an op-
portunity to expand our physi-
cal plant, like athletics moving 
down to Campus West or the 
law school that’s (in Ontario), 
two things happen,” Alvarez 
said. “No. 1, it certainly gives 
us an opportunity to move into 
new or newly renovated spac-
es, that’s always nice. No. 2, on 
this campus we are able to say, 
‘Oh OK this program moved out 
and now we have space to move 
into.’”

Alvarez noted that the 
Hoover Building used to be the 
Law School and now it hosts 
behavioral science offices and 
classrooms.

Alvarez said that the pro-
grams that could be housed in 
the new College of Health On-
tario center might include the 
master’s program in athletic 
training, with other health pro-
grams, and psychology.

“Presumably, it will be grad-
uate programs as opposed to 
entire departments moving over 
there, but in either case it is a 
great opportunity for us,” Alva-
rez said.

Sebastián Abdón Ibarra can 
be reached at sebastian.ibarra@ 
laverne.edu.

It’s Not Your Fault. 

1 . 8 0 0 . 6 5 6 . H O P E

National Sexual Assault Hotline

Free. Confidential. 24/7.

(Operated by RAINN—the Rape, 
Abuse & Incest National Network)
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ULV revamps COVID-19 cleaning

Abelina Nuñez
Social Media Editor

The University of La Verne 
has a special COVID cleaning 
crew to go around campus and 
disinfect touch services, espe-
cially if there is a positive case 
in that building.

The campus has day and 
night shifts to ensure custodi-
al services regularly disinfect 
common areas like bathrooms, 
lounges, and touch 
surfaces. The 
COVID campus 
crew has 38 em-
ployees.

Any physical 
space or object 
with a positive case 
interacted with will 
be cleaned and san-
itized by trained 
staff with the rec-
ommended proto-
col for the area or 
item.

“The COVID compliance 
officer notifies us what rooms 
a positive case has been located 
and upon their interview process 
and doing their contact tracing, 
they learn where that person was 
during those days,” said Jason 
Miller, associate vice president 
of facilities for the University.

Alison Vicroy, assistant gen-
eral counsel for the University, 
is also the COVID compliance 
officer.

Miller then emails Lydia 
Fonseca, general manager for 
Sodexo Custodial Services for 

ULV, and she sends out her team 
immediately to clean those spac-
es and sanitize them.

“I wish we could do it soon-
er,” Miller said. “But unfor-
tunately, we don’t learn about 
these things until after the cas-
es are known and a lot of peo-
ple are coming to campus with 
symptoms.”

Fonseca said she prepares the 
service teams for a COVID-19 
exposure “high-touch point dis-
infecting.”

They use peroxide multi-sur-
face cleaner and disinfectant, 
which is the Environment Pro-
tection Agency-registered.

“If it’s a living space like a 
dorm room, we usually wait 72 
hours,” she said. “And we ask 
them to open the windows to let 

the room air out before we send 
anybody in there because the 
health and safety of our workers 
are also important. But if we’re 
dealing with a public space like 
an elevator or a dormitory kitch-
enette space, we send someone 
immediately to do the elec-
trostatic spray there; we don’t 
wait.”

Electrostatic spray is a spray 
that shoots out small electrical 
charges to aerosols when pass-
ing through the nozzle, accord-
ing to the Centers for Disease 
Control and Prevention.

Fonseca said when using the 

electrostatic sprayer, they will 
send out a team member who 
is trained and received proper 
mask fitting certification to the 
classroom to conduct a thorough 
fogging of the area.

Veronica Pineda, day shift 
cleaning supervisor, has most of 
her team working from 5 a.m. 
to 1:30 p.m., and the last time a 
daytime shift person leaves La 
Verne is 4:30 p.m.

Mayra Ocasio, night shift 
cleaning supervisor, has her 
team working from 6 p.m. to 
2:30 a.m.

The supervisors check their 
emails before entering their of-
fice to notify their teams where 
the positive case is located so 
once they arrive, they can work 
immediately in the room.

“I know that they 
are going to take extra 
time than the normal 
because we’re going 
to make sure that every 
inch is hitting with the 
electrostatic sprayer,” 
Pineda said.

Pineda said the 
crews would lightly 
mist all over and walk 
out into the next class, 
do the same thing, and 
return to start wiping 

down anything that was sprayed.
“We just always make sure 

to wear our gloves, we have to 
have a hazmat suit, always pro-
tecting our faces, nose with a 
mask, and I do provide goggles 
for them as well,” Ocasio said.

The supervisors are doing 
their best to keep their crew safe 
while disinfecting positive case 
rooms.

“We never had a case that 
was caused because someone 
was exposed at work, so that 
means to us that we’re taking 
proper procedures to not get in-
fected as well,” Ocasio said.

Ocasio hopes this is over 
soon because there has been a 
lot on their staff since they have 
to disinfect the whole campus 
throughout the day.

“Anybody coming to cam-
pus, please do a self-assess-
ment in the morning and make 
sure you recognize any possi-
ble symptoms regardless if it’s 
COVID or not,” Miller said. “If 
you have any symptoms, please 

stay home. We have all kinds 
of programs set up to work re-
motely and have classes that 
are taught online. There are all 
kinds of resources available to 
students, staff, and faculty to 
make sure that we can stop any 
type of possible transmission on 
campus.”

Abelina Nuñez can be 
reached at abelina.nunez@ 
laverne.edu.

Darcelle Jones-Wesley

Maria Zavala of Sodexo housekeeping services cleans the tables 
outside the University Bookstore on Thursday. This disinfecting 
work is done regularly in an effort to contain the spread of the coro-
navirus throughout campus.

Lindsey Pacela
News Editor

Enrique Morones, founder of 
Gente Unida, House of Mexico 
and Border Angels, explained 
how to get involved in activism, 
how to help immigrants and how 
hateful words turn into hateful 
actions in a lecture as part of the 
virtual Latinx Heritage Month 
series on Wednesday via We-
bEx.

Misty Levingston, associate 
director of multicultural affairs 
and Black student services and 
the co-host of the meeting, in-
troduced Morones as an activist 
for the truth about immigration 
and immigrant rights, along with 
his long list of accomplishments 
that all included ties back to his 
community and activism for 
people.

Morones was the first born 
American citizen in his family, 
with a long line of relatives that 
he traced back to different parts 
of Mexico, back to the 1600s. 

He had always been interest-
ed in his heritage and one day 
heard about migrant workers 
living in the outdoors of the can-
yons of Carlsbad.

It shocked him, as the area 

was relatively wealthy. 
He soon learned that the 

majority of them were undocu-
mented and just trying to survive 
as workers of the agriculture in-
dustry there.

That was how he began the 
philanthropy group “Border An-
gels.”

He had expected this project 
to take up to six months, but 33 
years later he finally decided to 
retire from it.

Operation Gatekeeper, the 
United States project to put up 
the border wall, only fueled his 
philanthropy group. 

He helped begin others that 
sprouted from it, all working 
towards better rights for immi-
grants.

The Border Angels began to 

leave water out in the desert for 
those who dared to cross it to 
come to the states.

Morones said that 12,000 
people have died attempting to 
cross since the project began in 
2001.

“I bet not one of you could 
name one of the 12,000 people 
who died while trying to cross 
the border,” Morones said.

The call remained quiet after 
he said that, while each listener 
slowly seemed to take in the re-
ality that these people, who had 
risked it all and died in their at-
tempt, had not been well recog-
nized.

Morones turned his attention 
to the border patrol and their 
recent treatment of the immi-
grants, whipping them while on 

horseback.
He said that the United States 

had often meddled in affairs that 
they shouldn’t have in the first 
place.

While registered as an inde-
pendent, he criticized both par-
ties for policies they had both 
created or had claimed but never 
lived up to.

At the end of Morones’ talk, 
multiple guests offered their ser-
vices to him, hoping to get in-
volved in some way or another. 

For more information, visit 
Gente Unida at genteunidasd.
net, Border Angels at borderan-
gels.org, or email enriquecmo-
rones@gmail.com.

Lindsey Pacela can be 
reached at lindsey.pacela@ 
laverne.edu.

Latinx speaker shares immigrants’ experience

‘We never had a case that was caused 
because someone was exposed at 

work, so that means to us that we’re 
taking proper procedures to not get 

infected as well.’
—Mayra Ocasio, night shift cleaning 

supervisor

Two teams 
disinfect 
campus

Project 
helps those 
at border
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LV students enjoy gyms reopening
Taylor Moore
LV Life Editor

With the reopening of schools 
and important businesses in the 
wake of widespread COVID-19 
vaccination across the state and 
nation this year, Gyms are back 
as well, including the Universi-
ty’s Randall Lewis Center for 
Well-Being and Research main 
floor workout room.

Athletes are also training in 
person and enjoying socializ-
ing while working out, all while 
complying with the University’s 
mask and vaccination mandates.

“Having others to run with 
and a more scheduled time to 
get the training done compared 
to whenever I felt like (during 
at home training) has kept me in 
better check with my consisten-
cy,” Michael Sahagun, sopho-
more chemistry major and cross 
country and track runner, said.

Sahagun ran on his own when 
school was online and teams 
were on hiatus last year -- meet-
ing the miles required by the 
team coaches to stay in shape.

But he said training during 
that time was difficult because 
it was more of a mental strive 
to continuously put in 60 to 65 
miles per week – with nobody to 
run with and no specific compe-
tition to prepare for.

Mason Ferrari, senior busi-
ness administration major, goes 
to the University gym five or 
six days a week now that it is 
open again – the same amount 
he worked out before the pan-
demic. Since he is a resident of 
the Citrus Hall, he used only the 
school gym.

Students are still required to 
wear a mask while working out, 
since the gym is an indoor facil-
ity.

“While exercising (wearing 

a mask) makes it a little more 
difficult because it’s restricting 
your breathing but I try to follow 
it as best as I can,” Ferrari said. 
“If it makes people feel safe, I’m 
going to do it. It’s not that big of 
an issue.”

According to a recent in-
formal Campus Times survey, 
57.6% of the gyms that college 
students attend require masks, 
while 42.4% do not. There were 
33 respondents, with the major-
ity of students being from Cali-
fornia.

Katherine Reyes, a junior 
communications major Cal Poly 
Pomona, works out at Crunch in 
Diamond Bar, where she is also 
employed. She said that her gym 
required masks when they first 
reopened, but now allows vacci-
nated members to go maskless.

“I occasionally workout with 
my mask off because when I take 
my pre-workout on leg days, I 

will literally sweat through my 
mask to the point where it’s 
soaking wet so it’s a little hard 
to wear it,” Reyes said. “I never 
had a problem with working out 
while wearing a mask because 
exercising in a real gym was 
more important to me.”

According to the same Cam-
pus Times survey, 66.7% of 
respondents said that a mask 
mandate at their gym would not 
sway them from going. Howev-
er, 12.1% said that a mandate 
would entice them to stay home 
while 21.2% remained undecid-
ed.

“When I am working out in 
public and need to wear a mask, 
I have no problem with it be-
sides the fact that I struggle to 
breathe more, but it’s keeping 
people safe,” Ethan Medeiros, 
junior kinesiology major and 
football player, said.

Cole Roberts, senior business 

administration major and foot-
ball player who was involved 
in a car accident just before the 
March 2020 shutdowns, began 
weight lifting at a teammate’s 
house once his injuries had 
healed earlier this year.

He said that working out for 
the team is a little more diffi-
cult now after being off for a 
year since everyone is a little 
more out of shape than what 
they would have been before the 
lockdown.

While he does not like wear-
ing a mask while working out or 
training, it is still better than not 
being able to at all.

“I feel a lot better being back 
in person again,” Roberts said. 
“The motivation of having your 
coaches and teammates around 
you is extremely hard to repli-
cate.”

Taylor Moore can be reached 
at taylor.moore@laverne.edu.

Students bond over campus Instagram pages
Anabel Martinez
Arts Editor

Two Instagram accounts run 
anonymously by University of 
La Verne students, Benny the 
Bear (@benny.the.bear.ulv) 
and ULV’s Best Bathrooms 
(ulv_best_bathrooms), inte-
grate social media with campus 
life and have become popular 
conversation topics as their fol-
lowers anticipate their next post.

Benny the Bear is a stuffed 
bear that is hidden around cam-
pus with clues on the page. Their 
followers are encouraged to post 
a selfie with it when found and 
hide it in a new spot.

ULV’s Best Bathrooms posts 
photos of bathrooms in the var-
ious buildings on campus and 
describes their amenities, rating 
them out of five stars in catego-
ries like cleanliness, practicality, 
efficiency, aesthetic, foot traffic 
and state of repair.

“With the bear page being 
anonymous... interacting with 
both an account and the bear it-
self in person is really fun and 
playful,” Michael Rodriguez, 
senior information technology 
major, said. “The bathroom ac-
count is fun too, but in a differ-
ent way. It’s kind of mysterious. 
Everyone’s looking forward to 
the next post to find out what 
they’re gonna rate. In that way 
it’s playful as well.”

Jashelle Ranson, sophomore 
photography major, said she 
heard about both accounts from 
friends on campus and was fea-
tured on Benny the Bear after 
finding Benny in Woody Hall.

“I think it’s really interesting 
that we all follow one account, 
so when you say ‘Benny the 
Bear,’ we all know what we’re 
talking about because it is popu-
lar,” Ranson said.

Cori Navarro, freshman 
psychology major, said with 
COVID safety still in mind, she 
and her roommate used Lysol to 
sanitize the bear before hiding it 
in the Ludwick Center.

“I think it’s really inspira-
tional because you have an ac-
tivity that’s running 24/7 so you 
can always get involved if you 
want to,” Navarro said. “I’ve 
met some people around campus 
because my roommate and I will 
go find Benny and will meet oth-
er people also looking for him so 
that’s pretty cool.”

Students said that ULV’s Best 
Bathrooms helped them discov-
er new bathrooms and spots on 
campus, urging them to visit 
buildings they are not familiar 
with.

“I think it helps a lot of first 
years, transfers, commuter stu-
dents to walk around and get 
to know the campus a little bit 
more. Especially because of the 
pandemic, no one really knows 
where certain places are so I 
think that’s really cool as well,” 
Chasey Santos, senior kinesiolo-
gy major, said.

“Also, it gives a sense of a 
safe space for those who need 
gender neutral bathrooms so 
when they talk about that or post 
about that, it could help other 
students on campus as well,” 
Santos added.

Students agreed that with 
returning to campus after being 
online last year, this is a time 
where students are looking to 
make friends.

“I’ve followed people 
through their accounts seeing 
who’s tagged and everything. I 
would definitely say it helps you 
reach out to other people and get 
to know new people,” Denise 
Perez, freshman music major, 
said.

The creator of Benny the Bear 
said they made the stuffed ted-
dy bear at a Campus Activities 
Board event on National Teddy 
Bear Day, but wanted to get rid 
of it due to lack of space. Instead 
of throwing it away, they decid-
ed to create an activity where 
both on-campus residents and 
commuters could participate. 

They made the account and 
hid Benny with a tag attached in 

its very first spot at night when 
no one was around and began 
following as many La Verne stu-
dents as possible.

They urge students to be re-
spectful of campus staff and 
buildings when searching for 
Benny.

The co-creators of ULV’s 
Best Bathrooms said the idea 
came when one noticed how 
nice the bathrooms are at ULV 
after eating at The Spot.

They said they began dis-
cussing what features they liked 
and joked about making an Ins-

tagram account to rate the bath-
rooms all over campus.

The creators said they went 
on with their night, but found 
themselves bored a few hours 
later and decided to actually 
make the account.

Since then, their team of two 
has extended to four, two of 
which are their creative direc-
tors.

Benny the Bear has grown to 
314 followers, ULV’s Best Bath-
rooms with 172 followers.

All creators agreed that al-
though their accounts started as 

a funny idea, it truly brings them 
joy.

They have wished to remain 
anonymous as the accounts are 
not about them, but for the bene-
fit of the people at ULV.

“I’m happy they created the 
accounts,” Ranson said. “I think 
it’s nice too, (regardless of) ev-
erything that we went through 
last year, still have some type of 
thing that can bond us together. I 
think that’s pretty cool.”

Anabel Martinez can be 
reached at anabel.martinez2@
laverne.edu.

Felicia Beardsley, professor of sociology anthropology, delivers in-
troductions of speakers at an event in memory of former Professor 
of Anthropology Kim Martin on Friday at the xeriscape garden be-
tween Woody Hall and the Hoover Building. Martin was honored 
with a plaque on a bench in the garden.

Darcelle Jones-Wesley

giving spirit that I just love so 
much.”

Davis said that Dr. Martin 
was a champion of human rights. 
She said that despite being in-
tense and controversial, Dr. 
Martin never lost her humanity, 
fairness and generous spirit.

“She left her mark on all of 
us: her students, her colleagues 
and her friends,” Davis said. 
“And today we remember and 
honor her in this sacred garden 
she helped to preserve and a 
bench she sat on often, contem-
plating life and seeking internal 
balance and peace.”

Beardsley said that she would 
not be here if Dr. Martin had not 
started the anthropology de-
partment. She said that she sits 
on the benches in the garden to 
remember Dr. Martin because it 
was a place she was in often.

“Any time you wanted to 
talk to her once this garden was 
in place, any time you wanted 
to see her, you knew she’d be 
here,” Beardsley said.

The gathering ended with a 
sage blessing and smudging by 
Dan Kennan, adjunct faculty in 
the sociology and anthropology 
department.

David Rafael Gonzalez can 
be reached at david.gonzalez9@
laverne.edu.
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Author and journalist Carribean 
Fragoza read from her collec-
tion of short stories in “Eat the 

Mouth That Feeds You” before an audi-
ence of 22 student University communi-
ty members in the Quay Davis Executive 
Board Room, with several also tuning in 
on Zoom Monday.

The collection focused mostly on the 
lives of young Latinas and Chicanas, 
ranging from stories about motherhood 
to domestic abuse.

Sean Bernard, professor of creative 
writing, introduced Fragoza and high-
lighted her Chicano background and her 
involvement in the South El Monte Arts 
Posse, an organization that encourages 
the community to participate in the arts.

“I’m always inclined to tie my stories 
to something in history, even if I’m not 
addressing it specifically in my stories,” 
Fragoza said. “I want my characters to be 
part of history in some way.”

Fragoza started by reading one of 
her stories titled “The Vicious Ladies,” 
which follows a protagonist coming 
home after leaving without the intention 
of returning.

She spends time attending parties with 
old friends from her hometown who call 
themselves The Vicious Ladies.

She reflects on her history with these 
women and struggles with accepting her 
identity as one of them. 

The story explores themes of sister-
hood, identity and home, as well as ties 
to an inescapable  past.

After the reading she said that the sto-
ry was inspired by a party crew, The Vi-
cious Ladies, based in Boyle Heights and 
the murder of one of its members.

“I was just so fascinated by that world 
and what had happened there and my 
imagination kind of just picked it up 
from there,” Fragoza said.

One student asked her to share the ex-
perience of publishing her first book and 
working with an editor. 

She said that, like other writers, her 
publishing date was postponed because 
of the COVID-19 pandemic but despite 
this, she found the process to be calmer 
than she expected.

She said she felt very supported by her 
editor throughout the editorial process.

“It was a great experience for me. I 
don’t know what it’s like for other writ-
ers, but for me it was wonderful,” Fra-
goza said.

She also said most of the magical as-
pects of her work come from trying to 
break away from hard situations she has 
experienced.

“Life is hard for a lot of us. As a Latina 
it’s hard for certain reasons, as a woman 
it’s hard for certain reasons,” Fragoza 
said. “It’s important for me to find ways 
to break out of that oppressiveness.”

Fragoza also gave some advice to the 

students present who are aspiring writ-
ers.

“Find opportunities to see stories un-
folding in the world and just keep a cre-
ative mind active throughout your day 
and your life,” Fragoza said.

She ended by taking questions from 
viewers on Zoom.

One viewer asked how thought-pro-
voking she wanted her work to be. 

Fragoza said she likes her writing to 
be more emotional than thought-pro-
voking because there can be a lot to be 
learned from our emotions.

However, she also encourages readers 
to form their own conclusions about her 
work.

“I thought the reading was really 
great, I’ve attended a few at ULV so far 
and this was definitely my favorite one,” 
Grayson Ruyak, sophomore creative 
writing major, said. “It was really inter-

esting and really helpful to hear her talk 
about the editorial process and the pub-
lishing process.”

Ruyak also said that a lot of the au-
thors themselves were not creative writ-
ing majors so everyone should come out 
regardless of their major because the 
work presented can be really interesting 
and impactful.

“I don’t really attend a lot of readings 
so I didn’t know what to expect but she 
was really good. I liked it a lot,” Dakota 
Bechtel, sophomore gender studies ma-
jor, said.

She also encouraged other students to 
attend readings.

“Even if you don’t fully like it, you 
still get to know another lived experi-
ence. That’s really important,” Bechtel 
said.

Araceli Macias can be reached at 
araceli.macias@laverne.edu.
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‘New Histories’

The Harris Gallery in 
the Landis Academic Cen-
ter on the University of La 
Verne campus is showcas-
ing “New Histories,” an 
exhibit covering social and 
political themes through 
painting and sculpture, in-
terweaving abstract shapes 
and juxtaposing colors.

The exhibit runs through 
Oct. 28. Gallery hours 11 
a.m. to 4 p.m., Monday to 
Thursday.

Candlelight 
Pavilion

The Candlelight Pavilion 
in Claremont is showing the 
musical comedy “Joseph 
and the Amazing Tech-
nicolor Dreamcoat’’ with 
music by Andrew Lloyd 
Webber, widely recognized 
as one of theater’s most 
influential music writers. 
The show’s lyrics touch on 
themes of family and faith. 
The show will play through 
Oct. 17 Admission is $30.

For show times 
and reservations, visit  
candlelightpavilion.com.

‘Furious 
Garden’

“Furious Garden’’ is on 
view at the Claremont Mu-
seum of Art through Nov. 
27. The exhibition features 
painting and sculpture with 
contemporary interpreta-
tions of vegetation.

Admission is $5. For 
more information, visit  
claremontmuseum.org.

‘Mind + Matter’ 
Exhibit

“Mind + Matter: Five 
Bay Area Sculptors’’ is on 
view through Jan. 23 at the 
American Museum of Ce-
ramic Art which explores 
pop culture through ab-
stract representations.

The exhibit includes 
the work of Robert Brady, 
Arthur Gonzalez, Bever-
ly Mayeri, Nancy Selvin 
and Richard Shaw. Muse-
um hours are 11 a.m. to 4 
p.m. Fridays, Saturdays and 
Sundays.

Due to limited capacity, 
reservations are required. 
Last entry is 3 p.m. Admis-
sion is $5.

For reservations and in-
formation, visit amoca.org.

—Liliana Castañeda

HAppenings Author shares stories of 

Latinx identity 

Author Caribbean Fragoza discusses her recently released short story collec-
tion, “Eat the Mouth that Feeds You,” Monday in the Quay Davis Executive 
Board Room. Fragoza’s stories focus on the lives of young Latinx women.

by Araceli Macias

photography by
Jianyao Liang



The media needs to start recognizing more missing 
cases involving women of color. When a young 
white woman goes missing, the media goes into 

a frenzy.
But it takes people on social media to bring attention 

to other cases that have been neglected or forgotten. 
The Gabby Petito case is the most recent missing per-

sons case to have the media buzzing.
After two months of coverage and speculation, the 

case drew to a close Sept. 25 when the FBI found remains 
that were confirmed to be Petito in an area of Wyoming’s 
Bridger-Teton National Forest.

While Petito and her family do indeed deserve justice, 
countless missing cases involving women of color remain 

unsolved.
These cases never receive the same amount of atten-

tion compared to when a white woman is at the forefront 
of the story.

According to the FBI’s National Crime Information 
Center database, Black people account for a third of the 
country’s active missing persons cases, despite only mak-
ing 13% of the population.

The exact number of missing cases involving Latinx 
women remains unknown.

In fact, an umbrella organization dedicated to Latinx 
disappearances does not exist.

A report by the state of Wyoming, where Petito disap-
peared, found that only 18% of Indigenous women who 

are reported missing receive media coverage, compared 
to more than half of all cases involving white people.

According to a study led by Zach Sommers, a sociol-
ogy professor at Northwestern University who studies 
crime, white women are much more likely to be the sub-
ject of news coverage relative to their proportions among 
missing people, and women in general are much more 
likely to be covered than men. 

Sommers had a theory that news outlets might be de-
ciding that missing white women are worth more in terms 
of audience share and ad revenue.

In other words, a story involving a white woman will 
generate more attention than when a woman of color is 
involved. 

Deidre Reed of Pageland, South Carolina, a Black 
mother of three, has been missing since Sept. 3. 

Jennifer Caridad of Sunnyside, Washington, a woman 
of Mexican descent, was last seen on Aug. 8 and remains 
missing. 

Aubrey Dameron of Grove, Oklahoma, a Cherokee 
woman who is transgender, was last seen in March 2019. 
Two years later, there are hardly any leads in the case. 
Her loved ones have created a Facebook page to attempt 
to draw focus on her story.

These cases matter just as much as the Petito case and 
deserve the same amount of coverage so they can finally 
be solved.

The families of the missing women deserve that clo-
sure. 

While the media could help by drawing attention to 
more of these types of cases, individuals can help by 
starting organizations dedicated to missing cases regard-
ing ethnic groups. 

Interior Secretary Deb Haaland announced that a new 
Missing and Murdered Unit would be formed to address 
the long-neglected epidemic of disappeared Indigenous 
people. 

While this is a step in the right direction, more needs 
to be done to address the remaining missing cases of 
women of color.

According to Los Angeles County District Attor-
ney George Gascón, Los Angeles County is set 
to dismiss about 60,000 marijuana convictions in 

the upcoming months.
The final step is to consider damages caused by nar-

cotics enforcements before California voted to decrimi-
nalize marijuana.

In 2016, California legalized marijuana for recreation-
al use for adults over 21 years of age. Since this law was 
passed, numerous recreational marijuana dispensaries 
have popped up throughout Southern California, espe-
cially in the Los Angeles and Orange County areas. 

This new business has been profitable as California 
collected about $817 million in taxes from marijuana 
sales, according to Marujuana Moment, a cannabis busi-
ness site. 

Now, Los Angeles County is continuing the work of 
decriminalization by dismissing these low-level marijua-
na incarcerations.

It only makes sense since it has been five years since 
Proposition 64 was passed and California immediately 
began raking in hundreds of millions of dollars off of the 
same drug that had previously put thousands of people 
behind bars on minimal charges. 

The time has come and gone for these low-level of-
fenders to be released – not just in Los Angeles County, 
but throughout the state.

As long as California continues to make money from 
cannabis business owners, entrepreneurs and consumers, 
the people still unjustly incarcerated by the failed de-
cades-long war on drugs need to be released. 

That is the only way to serve true justice.
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Letter to the Editor
Dear Editor,

Thank you for your Oct. 1 editorial (“Students need 
clarity on COVID information”) on the need for the Uni-
versity to provide clarity to students on information relat-
ed to the COVID-19 pandemic.

Keeping the university community as safe as possible 
is our top priority. For that reason, we would like to clari-
fy some misinformation contained in the editorial.

Nearly all of the information the editorial claims is 
unavailable is, in fact, accessible through the COVID-19 
information portal at laverne.edu/coronavirus.

This includes a dashboard of positive cases across all 
campuses; instructions on what to do if a student is sick, 
experiencing COVID-19 symptoms, or has been exposed; 
details on the University’s vaccination policy; resources 
for getting vaccinated; access to the comprehensive La 
Verne Safe Return plan, and more.

A link to the COVID-19 information portal is avail-
able at the top of every page on the University of La 
Verne website.

We encourage all members of the University commu-
nity to visit the site frequently and to follow all COVID-19 
safety guidelines. That includes complying with the vac-
cination policy, staying home when sick, wearing a mask 
indoors, and practicing physical distancing.

Thank you, Campus Times, for helping to make this 
information more broadly available.

Rod Leveque
Associate Vice President

Office of Strategic Communications

leTTers TO The ediTOr
The Campus Times encourages readers to sub-

mit letters to the editors regarding topics covered 
in the paper. Letters should be no more than 400 
words in length and are due by Tuesday at 3 p.m. 
The Campus Times reserves the right to edit let-
ters for clarity, space and libel. Letters may be 
sent to ctimes@laverne.edu.
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There are people just like you who are making good fi nancial decisions every day. To learn how 
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Struggling Leos fall to Tigers, 2-1
Sarah Van Buskirk
Assistant Sports Editor

The men’s soccer team’s 
Southern California Intercolle-
giate Athletic Conference skid 
continued against the Occidental 
Tigers after their 2-1 loss Satur-
day at Ortmayer Stadium.

Things started out promising 
for the Leopards. In the second 
minute of the game, they struck 
first when junior midfielder 
Owen Osagiede received a pass 
from senior forward James Coe 
and beat the Tiger goalie, senior 
Scott Drazan, to finish the ball 
in the back of the net. The Leop-
ards were up first, 1-0.

“That was our game plan to 
get a goal first,” Coe said. “Usu-
ally we get scored on first then 
we have to come back.”

Early in the first half, the Ti-
gers drew many scoring oppor-
tunities against the Leopards but 
the defense was quick to clear 
any ball in the penalty box.

In the ninth minute, Tiger 
sophomore forward Marcus Ch-
mielewski fired in a shot, yet a 
diving save by Leopard soph-
omore goalie Kevan Rehmani 
kept the score 1-0 and revved 
up the momentum for La Verne. 
Rehmani executed many crucial 
saves early in the first half.

Throughout the half, the Ti-
gers found many corner kick op-
portunities, however they were 
unsuccessful until the 18th min-

ute. That’s when another Occi-
dental corner kick landed on the 
far side of the field, connecting 
with Tiger sophomore defender 
Evan Karp, who then passed the 
ball to junior midfielder Joey 
Schwartz at the top of the penal-
ty box. Schwartz drilled the ball 
past the Leopards’ defense and 
Rehmani, putting the Tigers on 
the board, 1-1. 

“We applied everything we 
have been working on for the 
past couple of weeks and then 
we took our foot off the gas and 
made a few defensive mistakes,” 
head coach Trevor Persson said.

The Leopards quickly retal-
iated and advanced to the goal 
but were called offsides and 
turned it back over to the Tigers. 

In the 19th minute, Leopard 
junior defender Brian Martinez 
received a yellow card and the 
Tigers were awarded a free kick 
at the top of the penalty box that 
was stopped by Rehmani.

After many unsuccessful 
drives up and down the pitch by 
both teams, the Tigers gained a 
scoring opportunity in the 43rd 
minute. The Leopards gave up 
another foul on the top of the 
penalty box which allowed Tiger 
junior midfielder Adrian Pare-
des a free kick. Paredes split the 
Leopards’ defense and found the 
back of the net, putting the Ti-
gers up 2-1 going into halftime.

Early in the second half, the 
Tigers finished a ball in the net 

but was called offsides, making 
the goal no good.

The Leopards were unable 
to put up another shot following 
Occidental’s second goal until 
the 80th minute when Osagie-
de and Coe fired back-to-back 
shots, but both attempts were 
saved by Drazan.

“A loss is always more of a 
learning experience than a win,” 
Osagiede said. “We need to 
build upon what we need to im-
prove and take that with us for 
the rest of the season.”

The Leopards began to lose 
intensity after that and the Tigers 
held the majority of ball posses-
sion, leaving the final score 2-1.

“We have been looking at 
our film to see what worked and 
didn’t work,” junior forward Ja-
cob Corona said. “The first goal 
we scored was a good showing 
of what we can do and hopeful-
ly we can try to emulate that for 
more than just the first half and 
carry that on for the full 90 min-
utes.”

The Leopards traveled to Cal 
Lutheran to take on the Kings-
men Wednesday and suffered 
another 2-1 loss, this one in dou-
ble overtime.

The team’s next match will 
be on the road against the second 
place SCIAC team, Redlands at 
7 p.m. Saturday.

Sarah Van Buskirk can be 
reached at sarah.vanbuskirk@
laverne.edu.

Spikers caught on their heels against Cal Lutheran
Jaydelle Herbert
Staff Writer

The women’s volleyball team 
was swept by Cal Lutheran’s 
tips in all three sets during Tues-
day’s game.

La Verne struggled to find 
a rhythm to score consecutive 
points to secure another South-
ern California Intercollegiate 
Athletic Conference win.

Freshman outside hitter No-
elani Soma said the Leopards 
could not maintain a strong de-
fense against Cal Lutheran.

“Honestly, we were on our 
heels on defense and we were 
expecting them to swing hard,” 
Soma said. “I don’t think our 
back row girls were expecting 
tips from Cal Lutheran.”

In the first set, Cal Luther-
an had an early 4-0 lead on La 
Verne.

ULV tried to catch up by 
scoring four points from Cal 
Lutheran attack errors. But the 
women fell short in the first set, 
25-17

Madison Smith, freshman 
libero, said the team could not 
adjust to Cal Lutheran’s offen-
sive play.

“Overall, I feel like we 
weren’t as mentally prepared as 
we thought we were and came 
into the game with a slower 
start,” Smith said. “It was diffi-

cult for us to play defense and 
to keep the ball in play for our 
team.”

La Verne had its first lead 
of the night in the second set, 
4-3. But La Verne dropped a 
few points behind Cal Luther-
an when quick tips caught the 
Leopards off guard.

After head coach Jeff Hen-
dershot called a timeout, Smith 
saved a tip and helped her team 
score a point, making the score 
16-12.

“I personally struggled with 
getting the tips most of the time 
because of how short and fast 
they were, which made it diffi-
cult to get them up,” Smith said.

Toward the end of the second 
set, Soma’s kill helped close the 
gap for her team, 18-14.

“When I got a kill I definitely 
felt good about it, but I definite-
ly knew that I could have done 
better with my hitting and with 
placement with my hitting in 
better spots,” Soma said.

Cal Lutheran finished the 
second set, 25-16.

During the third set, the Leop-
ards came back to tie the game 
at 10-10. But the team could not 
break away from Cal Lutheran’s 
offense, which scored seven 
points in a row.

Cal Lutheran stole the win in 
the third set, 25-14.

Ayana Mier, junior outside 

hitter and right side, led the 
Leopards with 10 kills.

“It feels good,” Meir said. 
“But I feel like I could always do 
more to help my team. I didn’t 
do enough to help us secure a 
win against Cal Lutheran.”

Mier said she believes fans 
have not seen the team’s best 
abilities on the court.

“We definitely still haven’t 
played our best volleyball we 
know we can play,” Mier said.

Soma said the lesson the team 
needs to take from Tuesday’s 
game into their next conference 
game is simply communicating 
louder with teammates on the 
court.

Mier had a different opinion 
of how the team should prepare 
for their next conference match. 
She said the team needs to main-
tain a good mental state before 
and during the match.

“Our team needs to just go 
in there and play our game the 
way we usually play, stick to our 
training,” Mier said. “We just 
need to calm it down and not let 
the game get too big.”

The Leopards dropped to 5-8 
overall and 1-5 in SCIAC.

The team will travel to Pas-
adena to face Caltech at 7 p.m. 
Friday.

Jaydelle Herbert can be 
reached at jaydelle.herbert@ 
laverne.edu.

Brady Keegan

Junior midfielder Owen Osagiede (9) defends against Occidental 
freshman defender Max Stanley (25) and freshman midfielder Sam 
Jenkins (27) in Saturday’s match at Ortmayer Stadium. The Leop-
ards’ 2-1 loss pushed them to eighth place in the Southern Califor-
nia Intercollegiate Athletic Conference standings.

Shira O’Neal-Abend

La Verne junior setter Jordyn Patton (9) looks to block the shot from 
Cal Lutheran’s senior middle hitter Maci Haddaad (3) on Tues-
day at Frantz Athletic Court. The women’s volleyball team fell in 
straight sets to Cal Lutheran.
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