
Jacob Barriga
Sports Editor

Xin Xu, executive director of 
China and Asia Pacific studies 
at Cornell University, discussed 
the rise of China and how the 
nation is on track to overtake the 
United States as the global econ-
omy leader by the end of the 
decade, Wednesday via Zoom 
before a virtual audience of 40 
University of La Verne faculty, 
staff and students.

Xu opened the talk by high-
lighting some concerns that the 
U.S. Secretary of State Antony 
Blinken had raised earlier this 
year.

“Our relationship with Chi-

na is the biggest task facing this 
country,” Xu said. “China has 
the economic power that can 
challenge the world and the way 
it works the way we want it to.”

Xu said that the rise of China 
has been coming for centuries 
and we should not be surprised 
that China, which has been a 
huge economic and world player 
for almost the entirety of human 
history, is back again.

“The sleeping lion of China 
is awake but right now the world 
sees a peaceful, amiable and civ-
ilized lion,” Xu said.

China has had the fastest 
growing economy over the last 
three decades, growing at a rate 
of 10% each year, except for re-

cent years where it has slowed 
to 6%.

As of right now, China is the 
leader in the fourth industrial 
revolution with innovation and 
advancements in 5G, artificial 
intelligence and biotechnology 
among other things.

China is also the largest trad-
ing nation in the world, over-
taking the U.S. decades ago. 
China’s biggest trading partners 
include the European Union and 
the U.S.

Overtaking the U.S. as the 
largest economy in the world is 
significant, yet Xu said this is 
not going to be another power 
struggle like the Cold War.

“Although there are some 

fundamental similarities be-
tween the Soviet Union and Chi-
na, there are also distinct differ-
ences between the two nations,” 
Xu said.

Xu said although China is 
fortifying their military and 
looking to expand on their eco-

nomic power, they are not inter-
ested in an arms race.

“China is focused on its im-
mediate areas in the east rather 
than participating in illogical 
warfare with western powers,” 
Xu said.
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Dia de los Muertos

Litsy Tellez

Giselle Ruiz, sophomore legal studies major, 
admires the Dia de los Muertos altars at the 
Ludwick Center on Oct. 28. Altars were set up 

around campus to allow community members to 
honor their family and friends who have died. 
Dia de los Muertos began Monday. 

China’s rise in global economy raises concerns

Winter graduates 
to walk in spring 
Sebastián Abdón Ibarra
Metro Editor

Despite the return of many 
on-campus activities and events 
this fall, no winter commence-
ment will be held for those 
graduating in January 2022, 
University officials announced 
recently. Instead the Universi-
ty will hold spring ceremonies 
May 27 through May 29 to hon-
or both winter and spring 2022 
graduates.

The decision – made by Uni-
versity President Devorah Lieb-
erman’s executive cabinet and 
announced by email Oct. 7 – had 
partly to do with the fact that the 
winter events happen indoors 
and thus limit guests, said Juan 
Regalado, chief student affairs 
officer. 

“Having a ceremony in win-
ter you had to limit graduates to 
two-to-four tickets because of 
capacity,” Regalado said. 

COVID-19 and health con-
cerns about large indoor gath-
erings also contributed to the 
decision to cancel winter 2022 
commencement. Trying to do an 
outdoor event in winter would 
be difficult, Regalado added. 

For the spring events, grad-
uates will be allowed to invite 
seven to 10 guests each, Regal-
ado said. He said the Universi-
ty also plans on taking some of 
the effective elements from last 
year, like the drive by event, and 
bringing them back. 

“The reason (winter com-
mencement) was created in the 
first place was because we had 
a problem with approving stu-
dents for commencement,” said 
Al Clark, professor of human-
ities.

“Prior to winter commence-
ment students would frequently 
commence and then never finish 
their degrees,” Clark said. 

Winter commencement be-
came a solution for students who 
were lacking one or two courses 
in May. They could take those 
courses in the summer or fall 
and then commence in January, 
Clark said. 

Regalado said student pri-
orities were considered in the 
commencement change deci-
sion, and the Faculty Senate also 
weighed in, and most were sup-
portive of the change.

“Here’s what we heard from 
students is most important: Hav-
ing the most amount of tickets 
possible, having the ceremony 
be on campus, having the space 
to have the family and faculty 
connect, being able to celebrate 
with people they did programs 
with,” Regalado said. 

Still some students have 
mixed feelings.

Darcy McPherson and Sabri-
na Monfils, both senior kinesiol-
ogy majors graduating in Janu-
ary, said they were surprised to 
hear of the change, which will 
mean a rejiggering of their fam-
ily’s plans, including changing 
flight plans.

“When I first found out, I 
was kind of annoyed in a way 
because I’m going to be done 
in the winter and it’s an excit-
ing time that I’m actually done, 
but then I have to wait a cou-
ple months just to walk in the 
spring,” McPherson said. 

“The idea of graduating ear-
ly is important,” Monfils said. 
“Having to come back four 
months later just for commence-
ment was off-putting.”

McPherson added, however, 
that now that the decision has 
been made, she is looking for-
ward to graduating with more of 
her friends.

Sebastián Abdón Ibarra 
can be reached at sebastian. 
ibarra@laverne.edu.

Continued on page 7





Josh Cavallo, a 21-year-old soccer player for the top 
division Australian club Adelaide United, came out 
as gay via Twitter last week.

As the first international star athlete to do this, Ca-
vallo is breaking the longtime stigma that has hurt gay 
athletes and kept them in the closet.

This is a huge step in the right direction for social 
justice in the LGBTQ and athletic community.

Although there have been a few professionals ath-
letes who have come out as gay in the NFL, MLB, MLS 
and NHL all professional leagues in the United States, 
there was not until now such a high-level international 
soccer player to come out before Cavallo.

Soccer is the most popular sport in the world and it is 
played in almost every country of the world.

Cavallo is a trailblazer and an international role mod-
el. But there is much more work to be done on this front.

There are still 69 countries where homosexuality is 
illegal.

Due to the popularity Cavallo has gained through 
playing international soccer, these countries that are ho-
mophobic are now forced to watch Cavallo play on a 
world stage during international play, and in some sense 
forced to face their bigoted and dangerous laws.

They must see that their stereotypes about sports and 
toxic masculinity are outdated.

Cavallo as a superb athlete. His sexuality has no bar-
ing on his athletic ability as sexuality simply has no bar-
ing on athletic ability. Period.

Cavallo’s coming out was heroic, though it shouldn’t 
be. Hopefully his coming out, with his large following 
and his Twitter platform, will empower many others 
throughout the world – athletes, kids, anyone who is 
afraid to be who they are. 

 It’s time to break down once-and-for-all the toxic 

and hurtful stereotypes of male athletes for their mental 
and physical health, and for the health of their fans and 
communities. 

Following in the footsteps of some American athletes 
in recent years, Cavallo has become the role model on 
the international stage for many who struggle and who 
may have felt that their sexuality is a barrier to their 
goals and dreams – athletic, personal or professional.

Sports are for everyone regardless of sexuality, gen-
der or sexual orientation. 
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Since actor Alec Baldwin accidentally fatally shot 
cinematographer Halyna Hutchins on set of the 
film “Rust” on Oct. 21, prop gun safety has been 

in the spotlight. This was a horrible accident, and tragic 
though it was, prop guns already have safety guidelines. 
We should be focused on calling for the regulation of 
guns in general.

Although the incident on the “Rust” film set was un-
deniably tragic, it should not have taken a big movie star 
name for more people to join the conversation about gun 
safety in the United States.

According to the Centers for Disease Control and 
Prevention’s Firearm Violence Prevention data, 39,707 
firearm-related deaths, approximately 109 a day, oc-
curred in the U.S. in 2019 alone.

There have been too many deaths caused by the mis-
handling of guns across the country and further regula-
tion needs to happen now.

“Firearm-related injuries are among the five lead-
ing causes of death for people ages 1-64 in the United 

States,” the Firearm Violence Prevention data found.
In 2018, a 21-year-old man was shot to death by his 

younger brother after accidentally discharging a gun on 
April 28 in Washington, D.C., according to the Gun Vi-
olence Archive.

In 2020, a 23-year-old man was charged with crim-
inal storage of a firearm after a 14-year-old boy got his 
hands on the man’s unlocked gun and accidentally shot 
himself dead on Aug. 4 in Auburn, California, according 
to the archive.

Recently, a 25-year-old woman was fatally shot in 
the face after her boyfriend’s gun accidentally went off 
at a party on Oct. 23 in Chicago, Illinois.

According to a 2020 California Department of Jus-
tice Armed and Prohibited Persons report, California 
keeps a database to monitor firearm owners who might 
be deemed too dangerous to own guns based on factors 
such as felony, domestic violence, or misdemeanor con-
victions, and mental health.

Although this is a good system, it is not enough be-

cause too many people that should not have ownership 
of guns are still able to get their hands on them.

According to a recent story in CalMatters “Surge in 
‘armed and prohibited’ gun owners,” 24,000 people in 
California under prohibition of gun ownership were be-
lieved to be in possession of guns anyway.

This is the highest amount since 2006, which is when 
the APPS was implemented in the state.

Gun violence, both accidental and intentional, is pre-
ventable but somehow gun laws are being overlooked.

Aminadab Gaxiola Gonzalez, the suspect of the 
March 31 shooting at a mobile home brokerage compa-
ny that resulted in four deaths and one injury in Orange, 
California, was convicted of battery in 2015 which 
placed him on a ban from purchasing firearms for 10 
years.

He somehow still got access to guns, but if a proper 
background check was conducted, he would not have 
been able to purchase a gun or ammo and the mass 
shooting could have been prevented.

This is just one of many examples of a prohibited gun 
owner who still managed to get their hands on a gun. We 
have gun laws in place, but they are clearly not being 
enforced correctly.

The Alec Baldwin incident opened many people’s 
eyes to the lack of gun safety and now is the time for 
gun laws to be reviewed so we can put an end to this 
issue.

Claudette Colvin, an activist and pioneer in the 
civil rights movement, refused to give up her 
seat months before Rosa Parks refused hers. She 

was 15 at the time.
Now at 82, Colvin wants her arrest to be expunged, 

since it has been 67 years since her arrest, the Associat-
ed Press reported last week. 

The arrest diminishes her legacy as an unsung hero of 
the civil rights era, and it should be expunged. 

At the time of the incident in Alabama, Colvin felt it 
was her constitutional right to sit where she wanted on 
the bus since she paid her fare. 

The bus driver told her to give up her seat and she 
was later arrested for challenging the law that said she 
could not sit in the front of the bus.

She was a 15-year-old girl sitting in jail terrified for 
standing up to the racist law. 

It was 1955 and  segregation was the law across much 
of the South. Those who protested had to deal with the 

consequences, getting arrested and often beaten by the 
police.  

In Colvin’s case, the bus driver called the police to 
report two Black girls sitting next to white girls. The po-
lice told the two young girls to move, but Colvin refused 
while the other young girl moved.

Two officers pulled Colvin out of her seat and 
dragged her away while an officer kicked her. Colvin 
was yelling out her rights but it did not help her. 

She was pregnant at the time, and the NAACP con-
sidered using her case to challenge the segregation law 
but decided against it, reasoning that it would bring neg-
ative attention to a public legal battle, since she was a 
pregnant teenager and unwed mother.

It was a dangerous time to be Black and arguably 
even more dangerous to be a Black woman. 

It is important to honor the courageous spirit that 
Colvin set forth. She deserves to get this racist arrest 
taken off her record.

Let’s talk about gun regulation

Colvin is an unsung hero

Soccer player breaks stereotypes
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Juvenile court system considered

Shira O’Neal-Abend

Sharon Davis, professor of sociology, talks 
about the juvenile court system and its con-
nection to low-income families, on Tuesday 
during the faculty lecture series in the Campus 

Center Ballroom. Davis said that there was a 
correlation between juvenile offenders who are 
in-and-out of the prison system and those who 
have gang affiliation.

Araceli Macias 
Staff Writer

The Historical Society of Po-
mona Valley presented its annu-
al night tours of the abandoned 
Spadra Cemetery Halloween 
weekend.

Every 15 minutes a new 
group of 10 visitors would pass 
the gates to meet their assigned 
tour guide.

“Cemeteries and Halloween 
go together and the idea of hav-
ing a cemetery tour on Hallow-
een really makes a lot of people 
happy,” said Deborah Clifford, 
president of the Historical Soci-
ety of Pomona Valley.

Once the tour began visitors 
walked down a gravel road and 
across train tracks lined with tall 
trees.

Tour guide Carson Binnitt 
said the hill filled with old trees 
that towered over the cemetery 
was known as Elephant Hill, and 
has remained intact since the 
19th century.

He added that the cemetery 
was created because during the 
19th century you had to be Cath-
olic to be buried in a Spanish 
grave. The owner of the land, 
Louis Phillips, donated the land 
to Protestants.

Some of the stories of the 
people buried in the cemetery 
include a woman named Pearl 
Scott Hopp, who is buried with 
her baby.

She was married at 19 to a 
man 10 years older than she was.

After her baby died, she 
struggled with depression and 
started an affair with one of her 
workers.

Her grave is known as the 
“Juliet grave” because she com-
mitted suicide with the man she 
was having an affair with and 
left a note asking to be buried 
together but her husband refused 
to grant her wish.

Other people buried here in-
clude the entire Phillips family 
and the Porter brothers who lost 
their family at a very young age 

and instead of being separated, 
they decided to raise each other 
and now lay buried next to each 
other.

Jennifer Williams, vice pres-
ident of the Historical Society, 
said they are more of a muse-
um-oriented organization but 
also focus on document archives 
and the preservation of their sev-
en historic sites and museums.

“We’re trying to make sure 
that the history of the Pomona 
Valley is something that is ac-
cessible to folks and meaningful 
to people,” Williams said.

Among their historical sites 
is the Phillips Mansion, which 
was home to Louis Phillips in 
the 19th century.

Phillips was once believed 
to be the richest man in Los An-
geles Country according to the 
Historical Society of Pomona 
Valley website.

Clifford said the tour is a 
historical tour and gives a taste 
of what life was like in the Old 
West.

She said she thinks the tour 
is popular because some people 
enjoy being at places considered 
to be creepy at night especially 
on Halloween.

“We’ve got some great old 
stories,” Clifford said. “Even if 
they don’t like history there are 
very few people who don’t get 
into it by the time we’ve finished 
our tour.”

Menna Rodriguez, Rowland 
Heights resident, attended the 
tour with her mom and said she 
had been there before as a teen-
ager but never knew about the 
history of the cemetery.

“I loved hearing about the 
history, like all the backstories 
of the actual people who were 
buried there,” Rodriguez said.

Her mom, Liz Davenport, 
said she heard about it through 
people’s stories of breaking into 
the cemetery and wanted to ex-
perience it herself.

“I’ve always, always want-
ed to come here to see what it’s 
like because I knew it was here,” 
Davenport said. “It’s just such a 
beautiful cemetery and I also 
love listening to all the different 
stories about the different fam-
ilies.”

Araceli Macias can be 
reached at araceli.macias@ 
laverne.edu.

Old West comes 
alive at cemetery

Fair brings haloween spirit

Litsy Tellez

Adrian Sosa, senior business major, and Jorge 
Garcia, senior computer science major, show 
off the Sigma Alpha Epsilon booth Oct. 28 at 
the Halloween Street Fair in Sneaky Park. The 

event, hosted by the Campus Activities Board, 
allowed clubs and organizations to present 
themselves to students and offer a variety of 
Halloween activities like handing out candy.

Halloween 
scares 
at Spadra

It’s Not Your Fault. 
1 . 8 0 0 . 6 5 6 . H O P E

National Sexual Assault Hotline
Free. Confidential. 24/7.

(Operated by RAINN—the Rape, Abuse & Incest National Network)
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etc...
‘Furious 
Garden’

“Furious Garden’’ is on 
view at the Claremont Mu-
seum of Art through Nov. 
27. The exhibition features 
painting and sculpture with 
contemporary interpreta-
tions of vegetation. 

Admission is $5.
For more information, 

visit claremontmuseum.
org.

‘Mind + Matter’ 
Exhibit

“Mind + Matter: Five 
Bay Area Sculptors’’ is on 
view through Jan. 23. at the 
American Museum of Ce-
ramic Art which explores 
pop culture through ab-
stract representations. 

The exhibit includes 
the work of Robert Brady, 
Arthur Gonzalez, Beverly 
Mayeri, Nancy Selvin and 
Richard Shaw. 

Museum hours are 11 
a.m. to 4 p.m. Fridays, Sat-
urdays and Sundays. 

Due to limited capacity, 
reservations are required. 
Last entry is 3 p.m. Admis-
sion is $5.

For reservations and in-
formation, visit amoca.org.

‘Peter and the 
Starcatcher’

The Arcadia Stage The-
atre Company will be hav-
ing a performance that will 
be a prequel on the fairytale 
of Peter Pan. The theater 
production that Arcadia is 
basing their show on is a 
Tony award winner. 

The show will run from 
7 p.m. to 10 p.m. and run 
from Nov. 11 to Nov. 13 
at the Arcadia Performing 
Arts Center.

Admission will range 
from $10 to $30.

‘Nutcracker’
A Terre School of Dance 

will be performing their 
interpretation of the clas-
sic Christmas tale, “The 
Nutcracker.” This story ex-
plores the life of toys com-
ing to life and demonstrates 
it through dance while the 
scurry of the season sur-
rounds them. 

This performance will 
be held at 5 p.m. on Dec. 18 
at the Covina Performing 
Arts Center.

—Liliana Castañeda

HAppenings Television Review

New season of ‘You’ is best yet
Taylor Moore
LV Life Editor

The third season of Netflix’s 
psychological thriller drama 
“You” was released on Oct. 15 
and was full of even more twists, 
drama, suspense and steamy 
moments. 

Last season, the audience 
was introduced to Love Quinn, 
played by Victoria Pedretti, the 
love interest and new obsession 
of protagonist Joe Goldberg, 
played by Penn Badgley. We lat-
er found out that Joe may have 
met his match since Love is 
willing to do anything to protect 
him. 

Rather than feel flattered she 
loved him this much, Joe refers 
to her as a monster, but stays 
because she is pregnant and his 
new obsession, their neighbor 
Natalie, played by Michaela 
McManus. 

The third season opens with 
the birth of Henry, Love and 
Joe’s child. Henry is the only 
reason the couple stays togeth-
er for the majority of the season 
while the couple goes through 
plenty of ups and downs, includ-
ing new affairs and murders. 

The concept that Joe, a mur-
derous and hypocritical socio-
path, and Love, who is impul-
sive, jealous and grieving, are 
parents makes this season a 
must-watch. Rather than focus 
on Joe’s new obsession, which 
the audience gets to watch play 
out twice this season, we also 
watch them battle about what is 
best for their son. The irony is 

they are what is worst for their 
son since they cannot seem to 
let go of their violent habits. Yet, 
the parents’ drive to do anything 
to protect their child makes the 
characters relatable.

It is Pedritti who steals the 
show this season. She never fails 
to give a phenomenal perfor-
mance as the crazy love-struck 
wife willing to do anything for 
her husband. In episode two, 
Pedritti delivers a heartbreaking 
monologue about her marriage, 
saying she is afraid that if she is 
not good enough, even for one 
second, Joe will kill her. The 
saddest part about her speech is 
that it’s true. Joe has not changed 
since the first time we met him 
in season one, no matter how 
much he would argue otherwise. 
He still has a deranged view on 
love and has not changed his vi-
olent ways. 

The audience learns more 
about Joe’s backstory in this sea-
son and why he feels the need to 
fix others’ lives. The answer is 
simple: mommy issues, as Joe 
would put it. He was abandoned 
by his mother at a young age be-
cause he thought he was doing 
the right thing and protecting her 
by killing her abusive boyfriend. 
So, now we know where the 
trend started, finally answering 
the audience’s question on why 
Joe cannot settle down and pick 
a woman: He has a hero com-
plex but too big of an ego to ad-
mit it, since he ultimately views 
himself as the hero. The inabili-
ty to hold oneself accountable is 
something that is all too familiar 

for viewers, as it is part of hu-
man nature. 

In this season, we see Joe and 
Love working together as a team 
to cover up the violence they 
cause through the quiet town 
of Madre Linda. Despite being 
murderers, the audience can’t 
help but root for them to stay to-
gether because Joe finally found 
his perfect match. They match 
each other in wit and intensity 
in devotion. For the first half of 
the season, the audience has a 
glimmer of hope that maybe Joe 
and Love can finally be happy 
together and put the violence be-
hind them. 

That does not last long, espe-
cially when Natalie’s husband 
and the nosy neighbors are al-
ways asking questions. Also, 
Joe develops a new crush on his 
boss at the library, Marienne, 
played by Tati Gabrielle. 

While Joe is chasing after an-
other woman, Love is grieving 
over her twin brother from last 
season and trying to understand 
why her husband lost interest 
in her again. Luckily, Natalie’s 
step-son, Theo, played by Dylan 
Arnold, is around to pick up 
the pieces. Their affair is brief 
but seems more authentic since 
it developed from a friendship 
compared to Joe stalking Mari-
enne. Despite that affair, Love 
still wants to be a devoted wife 
and will do anything to rekindle 
the spark in her marriage. 

It is a theme that has been 
seen dozens of times: a woman 
scorned. “You” takes this theme 
to a whole new level because 

while Love is flawed, she does 
not deserve this amount of said 
scorn. Joe constantly blames 
their marital problems on Love, 
even going as far as blaming her 
for the crimes he committed. 
Love, in turn, does the same. 

It draws back to issues in rela-
tionships where partners blame 
each other for their problems, 
except this time we see two psy-
chopathic individuals play cat 
and mouse with each other. 

While Love is a conniving, 
impulsive and homicidal wom-
an, Pedritti plays her with such 
charisma that the audience can-
not help but fall in love with her. 
It is heartbreaking to watch Love 
believe she is the problem in the 
relationship when in reality, Joe 
cannot stay loyal to one wom-
an for long, even if that woman 
is perfect for him because she 
loves him with the ferocity that 
he has always wanted. 

The third season strayed from 
the typical formula of the last 
two seasons and it paid off, all 
the while maintaining the dark 
romantic tone that bought the 
show its number one spot upon 
its release. It’s still the same sto-
ry about a stalker, but its addi-
tional cast members and twists 
are the perfect combination to 
set it apart as the best season yet. 

The final episode will have 
the audience on the edge of their 
seats the whole time, and the end 
is completely unexpected. The 
new installment of “You” can be 
streamed on Netflix. 

Taylor Moore can be reached 
at taylor.moore@laverne.edu.

Film industry rewired by pandemic
Greta Taylor
Staff Writer

Paramount Pictures film pro-
ducer Lorenzo Di Bonaventura 
discussed how the film indus-
try may be forever changed by 
the pandemic at the Claremont 
Graduate University In Conver-
sation lecture held via Zoom on 
Oct. 28.

Di Bonaventura highlighted 
major changes including fre-
quent COVID testing, loss of 
revenue and increase in online 
streaming vs. movie theater re-
leases. 

“It adds a substantial amount 
of money, it adds a substantial 
amount of logistical issues,” Di 
Bonaventura said. 

Di Bonaventura had a part 
in the making of  “The Matrix,” 
“Harry Potter and the Sorcerer’s 
Stone” and the most recent de-
cade of Transformers movies.

He described his experience 
with logistic problems during 

the production of “Transform-
ers 7: Rise of The Beasts” while 
filming in locations like Peru 
and Canada. 

Di Bonaventura said the cast, 
crew, caterers and 500 extras 
were tested three times a week. 
They were also separated into 
three groups that did not inter-
mingle.

“Thankfully we got through 
Transformers without a major 
problem,” Di Bonaventura said. 
“We had a (COVID) testing fa-
cility traveling with us…there 
was one day when they tested 
1,500 people.”

According to the Motion 
Picture Association’s Annual 
Report, global theatrical reve-
nue in the U.S. decreased from 
over $40 billion in 2019 to $12 
billion in 2020.  The loss of rev-
enue, boom of streaming and de-
cline of production were factors.

“Movies have more value and 
more consumption than they’ve 
ever had before, yet their cultur-

al significance has declined,” Di 
Bonaventura said.

The boom of streaming ser-
vices has also transformed the 
movie industry. Netflix gained 
four million new subscribers 
during COVID shutdowns and 
HBO Max simultaneously re-
leased movies on online services 
and in theaters.

Di Bonaventura said he is 
neither pro- nor anti-streaming 
but recognized the differences. 
Streaming is consumption be-
havior and going to a movie the-
ater is an event, he said.

“Do you remember (the mov-
ie you streamed) two, three, four 
years from now?” Di Bonaven-
tura asked. “If movies become 
ultimately just a consumption, a 
cookie, once you eat the cookie 
it’s over, then that’s a problem 
for the value of these new com-
panies.”

“I can’t think of any recent 
films that have impacted cul-
ture like movies did when I 

was in middle school and junior 
high,” Amanda Brown, junior 
broadcast journalism major at 
Emerson College, said. “Ariana 
Grande’s ‘Thank u, next’ video 
was inspired by those movies.” 

There could also be a change 
to how movie stars are made. 
Traditionally, movie stars are 
made on the big screen.  

“If you can pick a star who 
has come out of streaming, how 
many stars really came out of 
television?” Di Bonaventura 
said. “Not that many.”

Di Bonaventura teased an up-
coming project with actor Regé-
Jean Page. He said he is curious 
to see if Bridgerton’s success 
can launch Page into movie star-
dom. 

“We need more stars,” Di 
Bonaventura said. “I am rooting 
for him.”

The full conversation is 
available on YouTube. 

Greta Taylor can be reached 
at greta.taylor@laverne.edu.





Sarah Van Buskirk
Assistant Sports Editor

The women’s volleyball team 
finished its season strong by de-
feating the Occidental Tigers, 
3-2, Saturday at Frantz Athletic 
Court.

The Leopards finished the 
season 10-13 overall and 6-10 
in Southern California Intercol-
legiate Athletic Conference play. 

The Leopards ranked seventh 
in SCIAC, tied with Caltech and 
just above Occidental and Red-
lands.

“This game was a depiction 
of our season in a nutshell,” 
freshman outside hitter Ha’ani 
Untalan said. “There were ups 
and downs and it was a difficult 
year but we still managed to 
push through at the end.”

While the last game of the 
season was senior night for 
the other sports programs at 
La Verne, women’s volleyball 
skipped out, currently having no 
seniors on the team.

“We are not graduating any-
body so we anticipate the return 
of all of our players,” head coach 
Jeff Hendershot said.

The Leopards started out 
strong, holding the Tigers by no 
more than a three point lead for 
a majority of the first set.

However, late in the set, the 
score stood at a tie, 15-15, and 
the Tigers took advantage of the 
Leopards losing momentum. 

The Tigers pushed for the rest 
of the set and stole the lead final-
izing the score, 25-22.

In the second set, there were 
back and forth hits by both teams 
but the Tigers got the upper hand 
as they rallied early, 10-5. 

La Verne junior middle back 
Ayana Mier brought the energy 
back when she tapped the ball 
close over the net and dropped 

it down where the Tigers could 
not recover.

A few plays later, the Leop-
ards were back in it, holding the 
Tigers to no points and gaining a 
seven point lead.

Mier led her team with 18 
kills that game. 

As the rest of the second set 
progressed, the Leopards stayed 
in the lead but the Tigers did not 
give it to them easily. La Verne 
finished the set on top, 25-18, to 
tie the match at 1-1.

The Leopards wasted no time 
getting ahead in the third set as 
the roles reversed and they were 
now up, 10-5, over the Tigers. 

Occidental was forced to take 
a time out in hopes of recuperat-
ing. But as game play started up 
again, the Leopards continued to 
hammer down. 

A big play by junior mid-
dle back Jasmine Chandler, in 

which she spiked the ball hard 
on the Tiger’s side of the court, 
extended the lead, 11-5.

Chandler had six kills against 
Occidental, playing in all five 
sets.

Closing in on the third set, 
the Leopards hung onto the lead.

The Tigers creeped back up 
the scoreboard but could not 
take over. The Leopards took the 
third set 25-17 and were now up 
2-1 in the match.

The Leopards found them-
selves ahead in the fourth set, 
6-1, but slowed down offensive-
ly as the Tigers’ offensive came 
hard and fast.

Occidental tied the set at 7-7 
and a few rallies later took the 
lead, 15-7. 

A Tiger serve went straight 
into the net giving the Leopards 
a point and turning it over to La 
Verne.

Their mentality switched af-
ter that and they began to show 
up offensively. Freshman defen-
sive specialist Kiley McGarry 
gained an ace and a point for her 
team.

The Leopards slowly came 
back alive after back-to-back-
to-back points to close in on the 
gap, 15-11.

Fighting hard, the Leopards 
played out the rest of the set but 
could not gain a lead over the 
Tigers, losing the set 25-20. The 
match then was tied 2-2.

The Leopards battled hard as 
they challenged the Tigers de-
fense scoring point after point. 

They found themselves up 
10-2, only five points away from 
the win.

Both teams continued to ral-
ly and the Tigers began gaining 
points. 

The set stood 14-6 Leopards, 

only one point away from the 
win.

After a diving dig by fresh-
man libero Madison Smith, ju-
nior setter Jordyn Patton set the 
ball up for junior setter Emily 
Heldenbrand to spike down into 
Tiger territory concluding the 
set 15-6, which allowed the win 
for the Leopards.

“That game was a great way 
to end the season,” Heldenbrand 
said.

The Leopards will continue 
to work in the offseason as they 
prepare for next season.

“We will really grind in the 
off-season with strength train-
ing,” Smith said. “I think for 
next season we will work on our 
team chemistry and keeping a 
good mental focus.”

Sarah Van Buskirk can be 
reached at sarah.vanbuskirk@
laverne.edu.
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Jingyao Liang

La Verne freshman outside hitter Noelani Soma (16) splits the ball 
between Tiger blockers in Saturday’s matchup against Occidental at 

the Frantz Athletic Court. The Leopards fought hard in their final 
game of the season, winning in five sets.

Leopards end season with 5-set win

China overtaking the U.S. as 
the leading global economy will 
have repercussions. Xu said the 
biggest thing the U.S. and China 
want to do is escape the Thucy-
dides Trap, a historical metaphor 
that describes the situation when 
a rising power challenges a rul-
ing power.

In over 500 years of chang-
ing of guard throughout the his-
tory of the world, 12 of the 16 
instances of this change result-
ed in war, including Germany’s 
challenge of Britain which was 
during World War II.

Another concern Xu has for 
China’s eventual summit is the 
Kindleberger Trap.

The Kindleberger Trap is 
when one leading economy 
takes over the existing leading 

economy but the new nation 
fails to take the role as the eco-
nomic trade goods provider for 
the world, leading to depression, 
genocide and world war. The 
Great Depression of the 1930s 
is an example of this as the U.S. 
failed to take the role of Britain 
to provide global public goods, 
Xu said.

Xu said that this is a real 
concern because China does not 
seem to be concerned about the 
rest of the world and how it will 
fair once it takes over.

“China has been criticized 
by world leaders for not being 
willing to provide the world’s 
goods,” Xu said.

As some students and fac-
ulty asked Xu questions about 
the presentation, some concerns 

were heard.
“What is your view on the sit-

uation in the South China Sea?” 
Hugo Villanueva, senior interna-
tional studies major, asked.

Xu said that China is not in-
terested in American waters as 
there are also problems in the 
East China Sea. There are al-
legations of stolen territory but 
China will not engage anytime 
soon.

“China must learn from their 
German brothers and not chal-
lenge an enemy in their arena,” 
Xu said.

Jackie Ku, second year polit-
ical science student at UC Irvine 
and a La Verne graduate, was 
interested in the shift in power 
in the political world to a multi-
centric system rather than a state 

system.
“We have recognized the shift 

to a multicentric power struggle, 
there are no state powers  that 
are pushing for power and China 
and the U.S. might push back to 
state centric power,” Ku said.

Xu said corporation, non-
state actors have helped China 
in their modernization but China 
has to prove that it can be stable 
in advance economically on its 
own and it is crucial for them to 
do so without the corporations.

Josef Goetz, professor of 
computer science, compared 
China to the Soviet Union in the 
early 20th century.

“We did not believe in the 
other powers like the Soviet 
Union before, but China is com-
ing,” Goetz said.

Xu said that China is differ-
ent from the Soviet Union in that 
it is more interested in gaining 
internal power in the east rather 
than competing with the U.S.

“China has been dominat-
ed by the capitalistic econo-
my from the west… China has 
some confidence in capitalism 
but it disagrees with some U.S. 
Congress ideologies,” Xu said. 
“There will be no cold war. 
China is different but there is 
vulnerability with having a one 
party government that they are 
more concerned with… it will 
be difficult to continually prove 
that their government is contin-
ually doing the right things to 
their people.”

Jacob Barriga can be reached 
at jacob.barriga@laverne.edu.

Continued from page 1

China’s rise...

Mier leads 
team with 
18 kills 



Jaydelle Herbert
Staff Writer

The men’s soccer team was 
defeated, 2-0, by the Pomo-
na-Pitzer Sagehens in their last 
game of the season Saturday at 
Ortmayer Stadium. It was their 
third straight loss.

Freshman goalkeeper Logan 
Reese said he was sad for the 
season to come to a close on a 
losing streak.

“My heart goes out to the 
seniors because they helped me 
through my freshman year and 
taught me the leadership skills I 
use today,” Reese said. 

The Leopards also paid trib-
ute to the seniors on the team 
– goalkeeper Kevan Rehmani, 
forward James Coe, midfielder/
defender Sean Costello and de-
fender Brian Martinez – before 
the game.

 They were recognized for 
their commitment to the team 
and were in the starting lineup 
for Saturday’s game.

Martinez said this is an expe-
rience he will never forget.

“It was a great experience 
playing for this team,” Martinez 
said. “I wish I could play anoth-
er year, but unfortunately my 
time has come to an end.”

The first half started with the 
Leopards’ offense moving the 
ball down the field.

But the Sagehens’ stiff de-
fense gained possession of the 
ball right away. 

Within the first few minutes 
of the game, the Sagehens forced 
a corner kick and the Leopards’ 
head butted the ball forward into 
the Sagehens’ goal.

Junior forward and midfield-
er Owen Osagiede said when he 
tried to kick the ball out of the 
goal the referees said the ball 
crossed the goal line. 

The early score for the Sage-
hens put the Leopards behind 
early 1-0.

“I felt very unlucky and very 
cheap,” Osagiede said. “The 
way our season has been going 
with early unlucky goals, it has 
been shooting ourselves in the 
foot.”

The Sagehens maintained 
control of the ball for about five 
minutes until Martinez commit-
ted a foul, tripping a Sagehens’ 
offensive players’ leg. 

“Once the player cut into my 
left, I stuck my right foot out,” 
Martinez said. “Then, he just 
tripped over my leg and that’s 
how the penalty occurred. It was 
my fault, I take full responsibil-
ity for it.”

Pomona-Pitzer junior de-
fender Jared Mejia sneaked a 
penalty kick into the left-side of 

the goal post. La Verne goalie 
Luis Delgado could not save it, 
making the score 2-0. 

La Verne committed six of 
their 10 fouls during the first 
half. 

“Fouls that lead to clear goal 
scoring opportunities for the 
other team definitely brings our 
momentum down,” Osagiede 
said.

“We can’t give momentum to 
the other team and keep giving 
them free penalty kicks or free 
goal scoring opportunities to get 
ahead of us.”

In the second half, the Leop-
ards switched Delgado with 
freshman Logan Resse.

The Sagehens’ offense dom-
inated against the Leopards’ de-
fense by stealing the ball several 
times.

Resse prevented eight po-
tential goals by the Sagehens’ 
offense.

Reese was ready to be put in 
the game.

“It feels good,” Resse said. 
“That’s what a keeper is sup-
posed to do, save goals. I real-
ly put trust in my team and my 
defense to try and give us the 
chance to win the game.”

Near the end of the second 
half, an offside call on the Po-
mona-Pitzer handed Osagiede 
the opportunity to shoot a pen-
alty kick. 

Osagiede had the last goal 
opportunity on La Verne’s of-
fense.

His fast shot was caught by 
Pomona-Pitzer senior goalie 
Jonathan Rushton.

The Leopards had a difficult 
time maintaining control of the 
ball throughout the game.

Martinez said chemistry is 
key throughout the game and 
season,

“I think there is a lack of 
chemistry between the team that 
could have contributed to our 
overall performance,” Martinez 
said.

The Leopards finished the 
season with a 3-13-1 overall re-
cord and 1-11 in the Southern 
California Intercollegiate Ath-
letic Conference. 

But for the seniors the final 
record is not what resonates with 
them. 

Costello said it’s about the 
experiences he made with team-

mates and coaches that will last 
for years to come.

“My teammates and the re-
lationships I have built with 
each teammate over the years is 
something I will take with me 
well after graduation,” he said.

Martinez said although this 
season was not the outcome he 
wanted, he gained more from 
playing one season at the Uni-
versity of La Verne.

“I feel happy that we created 
a great brotherhood within the 
soccer team playing under coach 
Trevor (Persson) and the other 
coaches,” Martinez said.

 “Also, I was super happy 

to play this season with Kevan 
since we came from the same ju-
nior college, one last time.”

Resse said he is sad watching 
the seniors finish their last game 
of the season.

“I really believe that the se-
niors leaving will have a major 
impact on our season next year 
because they really taught us 
how to keep our heads up,” Res-
se said. 

“They never let the team give 
up, we always felt like we had a 
chance to win every game.”

Jaydelle Herbert can be 
reached at jaydelle.herbert@ 
laverne.edu.
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COLLEGE IS 
COOLER WITH
CLASS PASS
Hop on UNLIMITED RIDES all 
semester long - pick up your 
free Class Pass at the 
Registrar’s O�ce! 

foothilltransit.org/laverne

Darcelle Jones-Wesley

La Verne senior midfielder Christian Ibarra dribbles past Pomo-
na-Pitzer sophomore defender Mikey Ross (13) and junior midfield-
er Jorge Guillen-Lopez (14) during the Leopards’ 2-0 loss to the 

Sagehens on Saturday at Ortmayer Stadium. The Leopards finished 
their season with an overall record of 3-13-1 and graduated four 
seniors this year.

Leos finish 
with 3-13-1 
record

Senior night loss does not rattle team
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