
Olivia Modarelli
Staff Writer

The Mission Tiki Drive-In 
Theatre could be showing some 
of its final films this year. Al-
though nothing has been ap-
proved yet, the city of Montclair 
has been dealing with a proposal 
to tear the theater down to make 
space for several warehouses. 

“(The warehouses are) de-
signed to be flexible to accom-
modate different users, which 
could be, for example, maybe a 
medical use or some kind of oth-
er community-based business 
or school,” said Michael Diaz, 
Montclair city planner.

Six smaller warehouses will 
be constructed on the bottom 
half of the property.

The north half will house two 
large warehouse buildings, for 
which tenants have not yet been 
identified.

Although the community 
may benefit from the construc-
tion of the new buildings, for 

many members of the commu-
nity, losing the drive-in means 
losing much more than just a 
theater. 

“It’s not just a piece of local 
history,” said Pomona resident 
Robert Wilkiewicz, who works 
in construction and sells an-
tiques. ‘It’s a piece of Califor-
nia history, it’s a piece of Hol-
lywood history, it’s a piece of 

American history.” 
Wilkiewicz also acts as a sort 

of local historian, finding paper-
work and artifacts that pertain 
to the community at estate sales 
and saving them.

He created a Facebook page 
– “Mind Warp - Ontario Inland 

Empire & Pomona Valley Lo-
cal History and beyond” – ded-
icated to this hobby and it has 
expanded from there. It acts as 
a sort of time capsule. He said 
even council members and may-
ors have joined. 

Through that same passion, 
he created a petition to save the 
theater about a month ago.

To date it has reached over 

1,400 signatures.
“This is a piece of Ameri-

cana. Pretty soon Hollywood is 
going to have to recreate these 
and it shouldn’t be that way,” 
Wilkiewicz said.

He noted that there are not 
many drive-in theaters left. 

“(There are) people that 
come from outside of the city to 
see the drive-in theater,” Wilk-
iewicz said. “They don’t come 
to see warehouses.”

“This is a place that brings 
the community together,” Wilk-
iewicz added.

 He said that the theater was 
even able to stay open through-
out the height of COVID, while 
many other businesses struggled 

to stay open, because it was the 
perfect spot to social distance. 

“We had customers coming 
in from Orange County, San-
ta Monica … all the way over 
here just to watch a movie,” said 
Mission Tiki guard Ricardo Pe-
droza. 

The spot was popular before 
COVID as well.

Pedroza said customers tell 
him that they have been visiting 
the drive-in for more than 20 
years. 

“It’s not a city project – it’s 
a proposal that was prepared by 
the owner of the property who 
bought it from the original peo-
ple who owned and operated the 
theater,” Diaz said. 

“The city’s desire is just to re-
view it, to make sure that it is ar-
chitecturally well-designed and 
meets all the requirements,” said 
Silvia Gutierrez, senior planner 
for Montclair. “We want to dis-
pel the myth that people have 
that it was the city’s intention to 
destroy this nostalgic, what they 
perceive to be a historic area.”

The intention may not change 
the outcome for many, though. 

“I hope there’s something 
that could be done,” said Pedro-
za.

He said that even an exten-
sion of one or two years would 
be great. 

Olivia Modarelli can be 
reached at olivia.modarelli@
laverne.edu.
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Baseball continues winning streak

Jingyao Liang

Senior pitcher Sean Holt starts on the mound for the Leopards in 
their matchup against the Centenary Gentlemen on Sunday. The 
Leopards held on for a narrow 9-7 win as they advanced to 5-1-

1 in overall play. Their first Southern California Intercollegiate 
Athletic Conference game begins on Friday against the Redlands 
Bulldogs. See story on page 7.

Petition fights to save drive-in theater

Speaker 
discusses 
privilege
Joseph Chavez
Staff Writer

Jeanette Royston, president 
of the NAACP of Pomona Val-
ley, held a virtual event to dis-
cuss racial identity, issues of 
modern-day minority life, privi-
lege and more Feb. 24 via Zoom. 

Roughly 30 people, mostly 
college students, attended the 
Black History Month event.

Royston said that Black peo-
ple and every minority group in 
America have had to fight for 
some kind of justice at some 
point.

“Other ethnic communities 
(too),” Royston said. “We have 
Asian Americans fighting for 
justice today. We have Latinos 
that are fighting for justice. We 
have Filipinos that are fighting 
for justice.”

Black people today are still 
experiencing what Royston 
called a new type of slavery 
through America’s prison sys-
tem.

“It is no longer Jim Crow, it 
is now what we are considering 
mass incarceration,” Royston 
said. “The prisons are overflow-
ing with African Americans and 
other ethnicities. That is unac-
ceptable.”

Royston said that many white 
people in America are blind to 
racism and the issues that these 
ethnic groups are facing.

“It just isn’t okay for a moth-
er to be separated from her child 
at the border,” Royston said. 
“These are injustices that deal 
with racism. You don’t see that 
happening to white people,” 
Royston said.

Royston also talked about 
privilege. 

“Privilege simply means 
you have something that I don’t 
have,” Royston said. “So we 
have to admit that,” Royston 
said. 

Royston elaborated.
“I do not consider any white 

person more privileged than my-
self,” Royston said. “Some peo-
ple may say things such as ‘be-
ing white is right,’ but it depends 
on who they are dealing with.”

Christian Ibarra, a sopho-
more biology major at the Uni-
versity of La Verne, who attend-
ed the event said that the idea of 
privilege was a confusing topic 
to him.

“Privilege was always some-
thing thrown out on social me-
dia,” Ibarra said, adding that 
Royston’s talk gave him a better 
understanding of the concept. 

‘It’s a piece of California history, it’s a piece 
of Hollywood history, it’s a piece of 

American history.’
—Robert Wilkiewicz, Pomona resident

Continued on page 2
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Professor shares various life lessons 
Pedro Isao Mori
Staff Writer

Rick Hasse, accounting and 
finance instructor, discussed his 
career as an athlete, businessper-
son and professor in his lecture 
titled “From Business Profes-
sional to Business Professor,” 
Tuesday in the Quay Davis Ex-
ecutive Board Room. 

Hasse went into detail ex-
plaining how each era of his life 
taught him different lessons that 
ended up being significant to 
him as he went through career 
changes.

He said it was easier for him 
to see this because he had lived a 
third of his life in each era.

“Do what you are passionate 
about,” Hasse said. “And for 
the students we have here today 
and listening in, that’s what you 
need to develop in college. Find 

a passion, a passion in career, 
a passion in friends, a passion 
with your family.”

His main points throughout 
the presentation focused on the 
importance of accepting failure 
and increasing value to every-
thing around you.

He said that increasing value 
can come in many forms, but the 
most important ones are ethical 
value and social value. 

“Value can mean a lot of 
things,” Hasse said. 

“You want to create value, 
you want to earn money, you 
want to maximize value. But at 
the same time you want to have 
ethical value and social respon-
sibility.”

Hasse also shared some pho-
tographs from different time pe-
riods.

The first few were from his 
time as a student athlete at Saint 

Lawrence University, where he 
played Division I  hockey, and 
made remarks about his long 
hair. 

He followed that with a photo 
of himself with his father during 
his time as an accountant.

He concluded by sharing two 
photos of himself with students, 
highlighting the REACH pro-
gram the University offers inter-
national students. 

“I am very fortunate to be 
part of that,” Hasse said. “We 
have an international REACH 
program.” 

Students from South Ameri-
ca come every January and July 
to campus and study business, 
Hasse said. 

“How many can say they 
have the opportunity to teach 
online, working adults, interna-
tional students, 18,19, 20-year-
olds from local high schools?” 

The Tuesday lecture ended 
with questions and discussion.

Claudio Muñoz, professor of 
accounting, said freshman stu-
dents should have access to per-
sonal finance classes.

“We have a personal finance 
course offered for seniors,” 
Hasse said. “But you’re right it 
should happen in freshman year 
too.”

Discussion shifted to cur-
rent affairs when an audience 
member asked what to do about 
banks and money in light of the 
Ukraine conflict with Russia. 

“Because of concerns about 
cyber attacks, should we be tak-
ing money out of ATMs?” asked 
Kim Grant, assistant vice presi-
dent of alumni engagement.

Hasse said that unless people 
have large amounts of money 
in the bank, there is nothing to 
worry about.

However, he did recommend 
people to spread their money out 
to several different locations in 
case something unexpected hap-
pens.

Jack Meek, professor of pub-
lic administration, asked Hasse 
about the penalties that he was 
charged with while playing 
hockey. 

“He scored 21 goals and had 
27 penalty minutes,” Meek said. 
“We need to ask him what that 
was about,” Meek said.  

Hasse explained jokingly that 
it was because he got lazy and 
tripped players. 

Hasse’s talk was part of the 
weekly faculty lecture series. 

Lectures are at noon Tues-
days in the Quay Davis Execu-
tive Board Room and on Zoom. 

Pedro Isao Mori can be 
reached at pedro.mori@ 
laverne.edu.

Candlelight Pavilion prepares for final curtain

Yulissa Chavez
Staff Writer

The Candlelight Pavilion, a 
dinner theater in Claremont, will 
close its doors permanently on 
March 20 after 37 years, which 
included productions of “Cats,” 
“My Fair Lady” and Buddy: 
The Buddy Holly Story,” among 
many others.

Michael Bollinger, the the-
ater’s general manager, said the 
development of the dinner the-
ater began when it first opened 
in 1985.

Bollinger’s father and his 
collaborator developed a project 
that focused on transforming the 
then underutilized gymnasium 
into a theater and restaurant. 

It began with an emphasis on 
the food and later  prioritized 
quality entertainment as well. 

“We (emphasized) appetiz-
ers, desserts, wines, great en-
trees – as well as really incred-
ible performances,” Bollinger 
said.  

The Bollinger family faced 
the obstacle of condominium 
construction, which began in 

September of last year and se-
verely reduced parking for the 
Candlelight Pavilion.

This challenge became a fac-
tor for the decision to perma-
nently close.

“They built the condos next 
door without enough parking 
spaces,” said Michael Ryan, ad-
junct professor of music at the 
University of La Verne and pre-
show guitarist for the Candle-
light Pavilion. 

“Normally it can hold 330 
people, and they reduced the 
amount for the show to 230, just 
to keep it so that there’s enough 
parking. They realized that they 
couldn’t make a profit because 
the extra hundred seats is where 
the profit was.” 

The staff said that the Can-
dlelight Pavilion stayed open 
longer than they anticipated af-
ter they closed for a year in 2020 
amid the COVID-19 pandemic, 
then reopened in June 2021, 

which provided them the chance 
to find other employment. 

“Going into our final season, 
our initial thought was that after 
Christmas we’d be done,” stage 
manager Caleb Shiba said. “It’s 
bittersweet but we are prepared 
for it.” 

Over the years, the theater  
had occasionally been used for 
other events, apart from dinner 
theater.

“I loved watching us change 
this room (for) so many differ-
ent things like fundraisers and 
weddings, to use the room for 
good beyond entertainment,” 
said Candlelight producer Min-
dy Teuber. 

Staff reflected on their mem-
ories during their experience of 
working at the Candlelight Pa-
vilion and the people they met 

while working there. 
“My memory going out is 

just how many incredible people 
that I got to meet and how many 
servers, actors, and employees 
that got married because they 
worked here together and all the 
nice things,” Bollinger said.

Others also shared fond 
memories.

“The nicest memories are 
people coming together to see a 
good show and have a great time 
and periodically I would do my 
own concerts there and play my 
own performances,” Ryan said. 

“I’ve had some interesting 
problems I’d have to fix,”  Shiba 
added. “Sometimes I’d have to 
climb up a set piece to unhook 
a stuck curtain in the middle of a 
show, or I have sewn people into 
wedding dresses when their zip-
pers broke.”

The Candlelight Pavilion will 
host its final “Candlelight Jubi-
lee” on March 20.

For tickets and information, 
visit candlelightpavilion.com. 

Yulissa Chavez can be 
reached at yulissa.chavez@ 
laverne.edu.

I’M A 
NURSE 
NOT A  
VIRUS.
I’m working in the ER, I walked in, and there was a 
patient that took one look at me and decided that she 
wanted a different nurse because I was Asian. I’m just 
trying to help people. I’m a nurse, not a virus. 
Fight the virus. Fight the bias.

Learn more @ 
lovehasnolabels.com/fightvirusbias

Privilege...
Continued from page 1

Royston also talked about in-
stitutional racism. 

“When we go to these differ-
ent institutions we want to make 
sure they’re fair, that the action 
they rule on applies to every-
one,” Royston said.

Sergio Morones, sophomore 
business administration major, 
shared his thoughts on the talk. 

“I felt her message was that 
of respect and how our genera-
tion is responsible for the social 
progress, we need to eradicate 
these issues,” Morones said.

Javier Martin, freshman 
business administration major 
explained how discussions like 
this are important in today’s cur-
rent climate.

“People are often just ig-
noring issues nowadays and I 
think it’s important (that there) 
are people like her speaking up 
loudly about these issues that 
affect real people,” Martin said.

For more information visit 
naacp-pv.org.

Joseph Chavez can be 
reached at joseph.chavez2@ 
laverne.edu.

Parking 
limits hurt 
bottom line 



Colombia’s Constitutional Court has recently made 
the decision to allow women to have abortions up 
to 24 weeks into pregnancy without justification, 

adding to the growing list of Latin American countries 
that have decriminalized abortion.

Prior to the ruling, Colombia completely restricted 
women from the procedure unless there was harm to the 
woman or fetus – even if the pregnancy resulted from 
rape.

According to the study «International Human 
Rights Law and Abortion in Latin America’’ from 
HumanRightsWatch.org, women in Latin America and 
the Caribbean struggle with overall reproductive health 
care access.

This includes contraceptives and other reproductive 
services. Latin American women have been deprived of 
these rights for a very long time.

According to Ibis Reproductive Health, almost 4,000 
Latin American women die from unsafe abortions each 
year. 

This ruling from Colombia will help decrease the 

death toll of women due to unsafe illegal abortions. 
Especially in a region where the anti-abortion teachings 
of the Catholic Church will carry weight.

A study called «Religion in Latin America» done by 
the Pew Research Center found that the solid majority 
in almost all Latin American countries surveyed say 
abortion should be illegal in all or most circumstances. 

This has a lot to do with the Catholic religion and their 
ideology, so this ruling indicates that there are more open 
minded people now branching out of their set ways. 

The progressive movements in these countries are 
exciting to see but they go to show the divide in the 
United States, which calls into question how «free» the 
U.S. really is.

With safe abortions almost entirely inaccessible in 
many states and cases to overturn Roe v. Wade making 
their way to the Supreme Court, the state of legal abortion 
in this country is under greater threat than ever before.

The U.S. should learn from these countries when 
finding a common ground.

Countries like Colombia and even U.S. neighbor 
Mexico, which is also heavily Catholic and decriminalized 
abortion back in September 2021, should be the inspiration 
for women’s reproductive health rights.

After a long fought movement, the women of Colombia 
are now getting the care they need and rightfully deserve.

It is now a waiting game in which Latin American 
countries will follow in their footsteps. Additionally, 
the women in the U.S. states with the harshest abortion 
restrictions will stay hopeful that they are not too far 
behind.

OpiniOns
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LeTTers TO The ediTOr
The Campus Times encourages readers to sub-

mit letters to the editors regarding topics covered 
in the paper. Letters should be no more than 400 
words in length and are due by Tuesday at 3 p.m. 
The Campus Times reserves the right to edit let-
ters for clarity, space and libel. Letters may be 
sent to ctimes@laverne.edu.

Texas Gov. Greg Abbott and Attorney General Ken 
Paxton are asking the public to report the parents of 
transgender minors to authorities for child abuse.

These politicians are pushing for legislation that could 
send supportive parents to prison for merely providing 
the necessary and recommended care for their transgen-
der children.

Their action is the harshest example of a larger wave 
of anti-trans legislation being introduced in states across 
the country that specifically target children in an effort 
to outlaw the legitimate gender expression of millions of 
people.

Paxton wrote in an opinion letter last 
month that any gender affirming care such 
as puberty blockers in children should be 
considered abuse.

Paxton supporters argue that chil-
dren are far too young to consent to such 
life-altering care.

However, he failed to consider that 
there are years of research to support that 
this care can help the mental health of 
those who identify as transgender.

According to the Trevor Project’s 2021 National Sur-
vey on LGBTQ Youth Mental Health, 52% of transgender 
and nonbinary teens have seriously considered suicide. 

Additionally, 77% have reported symptoms of gener-
al anxiety disorder and 70% have reported symptoms of 
major depressive disorder.

The study, “Access to gender-affirming hormones 
during adolescence and mental health outcomes among 
transgender adults,” published in PLOS Journal, shows 
that people who receive gender affirming treatment report 
improved mental health scores.

This data is compared to those who desire but do not 
receive the gender affirming treatment.

Transgender people who do receive the treatment nec-
essary to help shape their identity reported back with sig-
nificantly lower rates of suicide ideation, depression and 
suicide attempts.

To deny someone the ability to be who they are be-
cause of politics is cynical and hateful.

And Texas politicians are not alone in their efforts. 
According to the Freedom for All Americans Legisla-

tive Tracker, there are currently 25 bills in 17 states that 
target trans people in a variety of ways, from outlawing 
medical care, to limiting participation in youth sports, to 

requiring students be outed to their teachers and parents.
“Transgender individuals are up to three times more 

likely than the general population to report or be diag-
nosed with mental health disorders, with as many as 41.5 
percent reporting at least one diagnosis of a mental health 
or substance use disorder,” said the American Medical 
Association in a letter to state legislatures.

According to the AMA, these numbers are thought to 
be increased because of societal pressures and stigma.

A study called “Association Between Gender Confir-
mation Treatments and Perceived Gender Congruence, 
Body Image Satisfaction, and Mental Health in a Cohort 
of Transgender Individuals” from the International Soci-

ety for Sexual Medicine showed that improved body sat-
isfaction and self-esteem after gender affirming treatment 
helps with poor mental health.

There was a decrease in suicide attempts and diag-
nosed depression and anxiety directly correlated to dis-
satisfaction with one’s gender amongst transgender indi-
viduals.

Abbot refers to these gender affirming treatments as 
“forced sterilization,” a heavily fueled phrase insinuating 
non consensual treatment and abuse.

Using phrases that misinterpret what is really going 
on leads to misinformation and prejudice. 
In reality the medical guidance for trans 
youth and gender reassignment surgeries 
suggests these surgeries only be made 
available to those who have reached the 
age of consent, which is 18 for most states.

People need to understand that for 
transgender people these treatments are 
necessary and to get medical help to con-
firm their identity is just a tool on their 
way to living the lives they were meant to 
lead.

To criminalize parents supportive of their children, 
who seek professional opinion that is backed by science 
and decide to follow through with that data proven infor-
mation, is as hateful as it gets.

But there is hope.
The Biden administration has announced plans to fight 

back against the Texas guidelines with strengthened fed-
eral protections for transgender youth.

And there are ways for everyone to get involved in 
the fight. Contact your congressional representatives to 
ask that they pass the federal Equality Act. Donate your 
time or money to organizations like the Trevor Project or 
the Transgender Legal Defense and Education Fund that 
campaign against anti-trans legislation and help transgen-
der youth in emotional or legal trouble.

We can fight this tide of hateful politics together.

Criminalizing trans youth destroys lives

Colombia sets example on 
abortion rights Campus Times
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Dear Editor,
I believe it’s time for all of us to rise in solidarity 

with the people of Ukraine. The blatant, unprovoked and 
savage attack on that nation is reprehensible. Seeing the 
Spirit of the Ukrainian people is enlightening; we have 
people here who feel their freedoms are being destroyed 
because they are asked to wear a mask and become vac-
cinated; they have 70-year-old people enlisting in the 
military to protect their homeland. I think that says some-
thing about both our nations. And who’s to say that Pu-
tin, if he’s successful in Ukraine, won’t attack the U.S.? 
The entire world other than Russia and some demented 
Cult members in the United States are condemning these 
sick, murderous activities. Where do you stand? As Thom 
Hartmann says: “Tag, you’re it.”

Dan Kennan
Adjunct Professor of Sociology

Letter to the Editor

According to research, 52% of transgender and nonbinary 
teens have seriously considered suicide. Additionally, 77% have 

reported symptoms of general anxiety disorder and 70% 
have reported symptoms of major depressive disorder.
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LVLifeLife
Megan Mojica
Staff Writer

Over 100 community mem-
bers showed up for the annual 
Los Angeles Quinceañera Expo 
presented by Quinceañera Mag-
azine for a one-stop shopping 
experience filled with Latin tra-
ditions, dancing and music on 
Sunday at the Fairplex in Pomo-
na.

A quinceañera is traditional-
ly a Latin celebration of a girl’s 
15th birthday and signifies her 
transition from childhood to 
womanhood.

The event featured more than 
40 vendors. There were DJs, 
makeup artists and live dance 
performances.

As guests walked up and 
down four rows, they were 
greeted with smiling and en-
ergetic faces ready to sell their 
products.  

Booths offered everything 
from shiny tiaras to opportu-
nities to test photo booths, and 
caterers offered free samples of 
nachos or steak with mashed po-
tatoes. 

Many vendors were also 
competing to be the best venue 
to hold a girl’s quinceañera or 
the best photographer to capture 
her special day. 

Attendees were amused by 
live performances from singers 
and dancing groups of Latin 
music, and a DJ playing popu-
lar Latin and current pop hits in 
between. 

Some guests even joined in 
dancing to songs like “El Paya-
so Rodeo” by the artist Caballo 
Dorado, a traditional line dance 
that is present at many Hispanic 
parties. 

Girls were able to see mod-
els walking around in large 
quinceañera dresses as adver-
tisements, and had the oppor-
tunity to try them on or similar 
ones along with many other 
dresses. 

The expo also offered rele-
vant businesses needed expo-
sure, vendors said.

Eric Estrada, DJ and owner 
of Estradation Entertainment, 
said the event surpassed his ex-
pectations.

“Not only the foot traffic, 
we are getting… interactions of 
everybody and all the other ven-
dors,” Estrada said.

Estrada added that after Pan-
demic shut downs of events and 
parties, he was glad to be back 
out there. 

“Obviously with COVID hit-
ting we haven’t been able to get 
that many leads, so I felt like it 
was a good opportunity to kinda 
come here and showcase,” Es-
trada said. 

Sofia Pastrana, manager of 
Glamour Creation by CG, said 
the expo was good for promot-
ing their business and building 
relationships.

“Once we build that custom-
er relationship it becomes more 
of a family to us,” Pastrana said. 
“And we’ve been growing based 
off of recommendations more 
than anything.” 

Shoppers also seemed to en-
joy the event. 

Linda Flores, a student at 
Hollenbeck Middle School, who 
plans to have her quinceañera in 
two years, said she recommends 
the event because it really makes 
a person think things through 
about planning for the celebra-

Families prepare for quinceañeras

Megan Mojica

Vanessa Sanchez, 16, tries on a red dress in 
preparation for her quinceañera at the Los An-
geles Quinceañera Expo in the Fairplex in Pomo-

na Sunday. The expo sponsored by Quinceañera 
Magazine allows people to shop and hire services 
for anything a quinceañera needs.

Junk Hunt offers shoppers unique knick knacks
Useful “junk” sold by a variety of local vendors filled the Fair-

plex in Pomona for the Great Junk Hunt last weekend. 
The market provided both outdoor and indoor shopping, with 

more than 100 people there Saturday, buying knick knacks, old and 
new. Items included vintage frames, books, dresses, custom-made 
car parts, jewelry, and paintings. 

The market also offered food and drinks including popcorn, load-
ed fries, ice cream and more. 

One vendor, Kristen Gudmundson, sold custom-made banners, 
frames, drawings, and wood boxes through her shop Banner Gal 
Creations.

The event went online during the worst of the pandemic, when 
customers could shop virtually, via Instagram and more. 

Shoppers last weekend seemed glad to be in person.
“I love the Great Junk Hunt,” said Gudmundson, who was selling 

at the event for the seventh time.
She added that everything at her booth was handmade. 
 “I have bought a few items for my room and I cannot wait to fix 

them up once I get home,” said Anthony Martinez, of Pomona. 
Another shopper, Nallely Martinez of Pomona, was in search of 

jewelry and flowers. 
“The jewelry here is super-unique because they all make their 

own,” Martinez said. “They each fix their flowers up so cute, and I 
love it.” 

For more information, visit thegreatjunkhunt.com.
—Isabel Amezquita

Nathan Driscoll

Lauren Andrews browses through a rack of one-
of-a-kind vintage jewelry from Michelle Nall’s 
stand called Flea Market Flair on Saturday at 

the Great Junk Hunt at the Fairplex in Pomona. 
Vendors sold items both new and old, including 
books, jewelry and paintings.

Continued on page 7
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DON'T WAIT,
APPLY TODAY!

THE 2022-2023 
HOUSING APPLICATION 
IS NOW OPEN!

"IT'S NOT 
WHERE YOU LIVE, IT'S
WHERE YOU
BELONG."

Housing and Residential Life | 1950 Third Street | La Verne, CA, 91750

The priority deadline for 
continuing students is 
APRIL 1! It is first come, 
first serve so make sure 
you apply as soon as 
possible!

VISIT YOUR LA VERNE 
PORTAL TO APPLY

(909) 448-4792 | housing@laverne.edu

Poetry reading caps off Black History Month 
Vincent M. Franco
Staff Writer

Mwende “Free Quency” 
Katwiwa shared poetry portray-
ing the plight of Black people in 
America as a part of the Campus 
Activities Board Black History 
Month celebration Monday via 
Zoom.

Katwiwa read poetry to an 
audience of 28 who attended 
virtually. The program includ-
ed three of their own poems 
and one by Zoe Leonard called 
“I Want A President”, to which 
Katwiwa wrote a poem in re-
sponse. 

Katwiwa’s poems displayed 
emotional responses to the polit-
ical turmoil in the U.S. and what 
it felt like to be a Black Amer-
ican living through these turbu-
lent times.

In their first poem “Ameri-
can Amnesia,” written shortly 
after former President Donald 
Trump’s inauguration, Katwi-
wa tackles the claim that then 
and there was the beginning of 
America’s wane. 

They argued that this spe-
cific inauguration was not the 
beginning, but only a result of 
this country’s long systematic 
affliction towards its minorities. 
In other words, it is easy to see 
what is coming, when you know 
what has come before.

“It gives students the chance 
to relate to others and know that 
it’s not just them that have gone 
through racism and sexism, it’s 
more people and they can relate 
to them,” Shae Arroyo, sopho-
more biology major, said.

After, Katwiwa read their 
poem “1-45 have lied, 46 
Through 100 Will Be No Dif-
ferent,” which is a response to 
Leonard’s “I Want A President.” 
Leonard’s poem was written in 
1992 and it was not until 2015 
that it finally struck a chord with 
Katwiwa.

While “I Want A President” 
explores the idea of having a 
president who has experienced 
all walks of life whether it be 
someone who has had AIDS, has 
no health insurance, or has had 
an abortion at a young age like 
16. Katwiwa’s poem discussed 
not wanting a president at all, 
raising the question: why do we 
need a president or police in this 
country to begin with?

“Those people don’t repre-
sent us or they don’t look like 
us or they don’t represent our 
values, and it’s kind of discour-
aging,” Melissa Ochoa, senior 
biology major, said.

Katwiwa’s poems from this 
program were both impactful 
and riveting, giving the listen-
er a sense of urgency for social 
justice.

The last poem in the program 
was a form of protest for them 
during the 2020 protest brought 
about by the killing of George 
Floyd in 2020. Titled “Lettering 
Freedom,” this poem was a call 
to action for more than just the 
burning of big corporate busi-
nesses.

They said they were not 
frowning upon looting, rioting 

or burning either. In the last 
few lines of the poem, Katwiwa 
wrote about how they will stand 
strong with their pen in one hand 
like a small sword and a gas tank 
in the other.

Katwiwa also read one last 
poem by request, written ear-
ly during the 2020 COVID-19 
lockdown called “The Saloon 
Between My Mother’s Knees.” 
In this poem, they talked about 
missing their mother while be-
ing isolated at home and only 
wanting to lay down with their 
head on her lap, while she gently 
scratches their head.

Holding many titles like sto-
ryteller, organizer, chaos col-
lagist, and performance artist, 
Katwiwa got their start in youth 
work at a young age and still 
continues to this day.

“As I become more of an 
adult I truly believe that young 
people are where the battle for Mwende “FreeQuency” Katwiwa reads some of 

their poetry Monday at the Black to the Future 
event on Zoom. Katwiwa’s poetry tackles issues of 

social unrest, Black history and the future. The 
Campus Activities Board event was held in cele-
bration of Black History Month.

screenshot by Drake Ingram

Continued on page 7
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Leos hold off Centenary comeback
Eric Esquibel
Staff Writer

The baseball team took two 
games from the visiting Cente-
nary Gentlemen from Louisi-
ana this week, including a close 
9-7 win Sunday evening and a 
come-from-behind 12-8 victory 
Wednesday.

The Leopards improved to 
5-1-1 on the season as they 
await the opening of Southern 
California Intercollegiate Ath-
letic Conference play. 

“I thought we did well, it was 
a good team win. Our pitchers 
held us in there. We scored eight 
in the first two innings and didn’t 
score too much after that,” assis-
tant head coach Mason Stolten-
berg said. “We would obviously 
like our offense to help us out 
there more, those last seven in-
nings. We did enough so we will 
take it.” 

At the top of the first inning 
Sunday, the Leopards allowed 
the Gentlemen three runs but 

were able to quickly answer 
back with five runs in the bottom 
of the first. 

Sophomore shortstop Antho-
ny Salcedo led off with a single 
down to third base and shortly 
after stole second base.

Brothers Tanner Siffert, ju-
nior first baseman, and Chase 
Siffert, sophomore second base-

man, followed as both hit sin-
gles allowing Salcedo to score 
the first run.

“Our at bats could have been 
better, we were talking about it 
with our coaches and the play-
ers,” Salcedo said. “We have to 
make a few adjustments here 
and there, then I think we should 
be good.”

The hits continued from 

sophomore third baseman Cam-
eron Slessor, who singled up the 
middle, and freshman left field-
er Logan Reese, who singled to 
right field.

The Leopards ended the first 
inning with six hits and five 
runs. 

The second inning, the Leop-
ards kept busy scoring three 

more runs after hits from Sles-
sor and junior catcher Christian 
Killian.

Senior pitcher Sean Holt was 
able to leave Centenary hitless 
for the second and third inning. 
Holt recorded four strikeouts in 
his five innings against the Gen-
tlemen. 

“I felt good (on the mound),” 
Holt said. “I didn’t feel as sharp 

as I would have liked to be but 
we were able to battle and get 
through nine innings to get 
our team the chance to win the 
game.” 

The next few innings were 
slow for both sides.

The only run scored came 
from the Leopards when Slessor 
scored an unearned run in the 

fourth inning.
Then in the eighth inning, 

the Leopards allowed the Gen-
tlemen to get six hits and score 
four runs.

The Leopards then had a 
pitching change to deter a Cen-
tenary comeback.

Junior pitcher Gerald Terry 
came in to hold the Gentleman 
back from taking the lead. 

In the final at bat for the 
Leopards, with Tanner Siffert on 
third base, Slessor struck out to 
prevent another Leopard run. 

Tanner Siffert ended the 
game with two runs scored on 
two hits. 

“I think (as a team) we are a 
lot tighter, because last year with 
COVID going on and we didn’t 
have practices or lifts under our 
belts,” Tanner Siffert said. “This 
year we are a lot closer, we have 
a stronger bond so I think that is 
a big thing this year.” 

In seven games the high-pow-
ered Leopards offense has 
scored 74 runs, and the team is 
currently 5-1-1 in the 2022 sea-
son. 

The Leopards will open con-
ference play against the Red-
lands Bulldogs at 2:30 p.m. Fri-
day at Ben Hines Field.

The series will continue with 
a doubleheader at Redlands 
starting at 11 a.m. Saturday.

Eric Esquibel can be reached 
at eric.esquibel@laverne.edu.

Sarah Van Buskirk
Sports Editor

The women’s water polo 
team performed well late in a 
12-6 loss against the Whittier 
Poets on Wednesday afternoon 
at the La Verne Aquatic Center. 

Due to the cancellation of 
last week’s game against Red-
lands, this was the Leopards’ 
first Southern California Inter-
collegiate Conference game of 
the season.

Early in the first quarter, Poet 
senior attacker Natasha Velez 
received the ball in front of the 
goal with Leopard pressure on 
her and made a successful back-
handed shot.

Leopard goalie Kate Carlyle 
said Velez was their defense’s 
main focus due to her notable 
backhands.

The Leopards were trying to 
assert dominance when soph-
omore center Nanea Mattson 
stole the ball twice from the 
Poets, however could not capi-
talize, leaving the score at 1-0. 

By the end of the first period 
the Leopards had two shots on 
goal, both hitting the crossbar.

“We could not buy a goal,” 

head coach Pat Beemer said. 
“We were getting really quality 
shots in but we were either hit-
ting the bar or missing the goal 
all together. Our finishing was 
really a problem.”

As the second quarter be-
gan, the Poets were on the ball 
first with a goal just grazing 
Carlyle’s fingertips and a good 
five-meter penalty shot, expand-
ing their lead to 3-0.

The Poets’ offense got 
around the Leopards one more 
time putting the ball in the back 
of the net, the score stood 4-0.

Shortly after, Leopard senior 
attacker Jasmine Kezman drove 
to the goal with power and 
picked up a five-meter penalty, 
but Whittier’s goalie stopped 
the shot.

The Leopards were strug-
gling to get themselves on the 
board.

However, the Leopards’ 
defense began catching on as 
Velez went in for another back-
handed shot but it was blocked 
by Carlyle. On the Poets’ next 
drive, senior utility player Alex 
Lopez went for a backhand 
as well but Carlyle interfered 
again. Though a minute later, 

Lopez shot from in front of the 
goal, skipping the ball in, 5-0.

The Leopards had hit the 
crossbar three more times and 
still could not connect with the 
net.

“We played them in Janu-
ary and I can see we played a 
lot better,” senior attacker Sona 
Aghasaryan said. “It was just 
the offense we couldn’t continue 
since we had a lot of shots and 
misses.”

In the final seconds of the 
half, the Poets held onto the ball, 
running out time on both clocks, 
sending the teams into the lock-
er rooms for halftime.

The third quarter is when the 
Leopards began to wake up. Af-
ter a Poet goal from the far side, 
the Leopards started their drive.

Junior center Nancy Trinh 
went for the shot but it tipped 
off the goalie’s hands, giving 
them a corner. Kezman then had 
possession and skipped the ball 
past the goalie which put them 
on the board for the first time all 
game, 6-1.

Poets retaliated with a long 
pass to wide open senior de-
fender Karissa Qualley to score. 

The Poets then led 7-1.

The Leopards showed ag-
gression when attacker Dani 
D’Andrea forced a turnover. 

D’Andrea passed to Kezman 
who found utility player Abby 
Nunez for the goal.

Closing in on the gap, the 
score stood 7-2.

For the rest of the third quar-
ter, the Poets added two more 
points to their lead, 9-2.

The Leopards could not con-
tinue with their momentum, 
sending them into the final 
quarter with a seven point defi-
cit.

In the fourth quarter, the Po-
ets struck first with a goal but 
Kezman followed up with an-
other.

After a battle with a Poet 
defender, Kezman got a break-
away and her shot was success-
ful, the score then was 10-3.

Poets found the net again but 
back to back shots by Nunez and 
D’Andrea closed the Poets’ lead 
to 11-5.

In the final two minutes of 
the game both teams scored.

Senior attacker Sumi 
Rudisky put the final goal in for 
the Leopards after a long shot.

“Even though we experi-
enced a loss against Whittier 
today, we still had heart and 
determination throughout the 
whole game,” sophomore at-
tacker Lauren Holcomb said.

The Leopards will take on 
the Claremont Convergence 
tournament hosted by Occiden-
tal this weekend against four 
other teams. They will return to 
conference play on March 9 as 
they travel to Cal Lutheran.

Sarah Van Buskirk can be 
reached at sarah.vanbuskirk@
laverne.edu.

Third quarter offense too late against Poets

‘This year we are a lot closer, we have a stronger bond so I think 
that is a big thing this year.’

—Tanner Siffert, junior first baseman

Expo...
Continued from page 4

tion.
Flores also said the weekend 

event was enjoyable
“All I know is that it’s fun, 

I like it and that’s really all that 
matters to me,” Flores said.

Alex Serrano, owner of Ran-
cho El Escondido, a company 
that rents out horses for photo 
shoots and lessons, was sur-
prised the event turned out to be 
a lot better for him than he had 
anticipated. 

“I’m actually pretty sur-
prised, I wasn’t expecting to sell 
today, it was more getting out 
there,” Serrano said. 

To learn more visit  
quinceanerasmagazine.com. 

Megan Mojica can be 
reached at megan.mojica@ 
laverne.edu.

Poetry...
Continued from page 5

the future is fought,” Katwi-
wa said.

But as an artist, they said they 
do not see these readings as a 
job. They said they leave every-
thing on the table and let the stu-
dents decide what to do with it.

The impact these few poems 
had on the students in atten-
dance was clearly visible in the 
chat and on the faces of those 
who had their cameras on. View-
ers agreed Katwiwa was able to 
express social unrest through the 
art of poetry and also encour-
aged students to stand up for 
what they believe is right.

“She wanted to not only 
place importance on Black his-
tory but their futures as well and 
she did that really well though 
poetry and art,” said Outreach 
Chair of the Campus Activities 
Board and organizer of the event 
Leslie Huerta, a senior computer 
science major.

Vincent M. Franco can be 
reached at vincent.franco@ 
laverne.edu.



Aidan Balderas
Staff Writer

The softball team split a 
doubleheader against the Po-
mona-Pitzer Sagehens after a 
strong fifth inning performance 
in game two Saturday.

The Leopards lost game one, 
9-4, and bounced back with a 
10-5 win after late reassurance 
from the offense.

Junior pitcher Katelyn Shep-
ard took the mound for the 
Leopards in game one with a re-
cord of 0-2.

The Leopards struggled to 
score first and before they knew 
it, the Sagehens had already 
gotten two runs off two singles 
through the infield.

However, the Leopards man-
aged to come back to tie the 
game in the bottom of the third 
with a single from senior utility 
player Katheryn Navarro.

She proceeded to fake a steal 
causing another run to score 
making it 2-2. 

“I’m just trying to put the 
bat to the ball and score some 
runs for my team,” said Navar-
ro. “Coach tells me to execute 
even when there’s two outs, I’m 
always going to play strong and 
keep going.” 

Immediately after the game 
was tied, the Sagehens took back 
the lead by taking advantage of 
the leadoff walk making it 3-2.

They continued to add on as 
the game progressed. 

The Leopards threatened to 
score in the bottom of the fourth 
with runners on first and third, 
but struck out keeping the score 
still.

Pomona-Pitzer went on a 
scoring run in the top of the fifth 
inning.

The bases were loaded and a 
walk added to their score. 

A Leopard pitching change to 
sophomore pitcher Jocelyn Rob-
ertson allowed Pomona-Pitzer 
two base hits bringing the score 
to 8-2 by the end of the sixth. 

The Leopards failed to come-
back and fell to Pomona-Pitzer 
with the final score of 9-4 in 
game one. 

Game two went underway 
around about 25 minutes later 
and the Leopards were deter-
mined and locked in to win. 

Junior pitcher Rachel Rubio 
took the mound for the Leopards 
in game two looking to back 
bounce.

Pomona-Pitzer continued to 
have their way with the Leop-
ards scoring first again with a 
single to make it 1-0 in the top 
of the first. 

In the bottom of the first, Na-
varro helped aid the Leopards 
score, tying the game with a 
base hit making it 1-1.  

Pomona-Pitzer took the lead 
again in the top of the fourth 
making it a close 2-1 score. 

Rubio pitched her second 
1-2-3 inning of the game show-

ing dominance in the top of 5th 
inning. 

“My off-speed curve was 
working for me today,” said 
Rubio. “My goal was to really 
go after them and be on my A 
game. They’re a really scrappy 
team and make things happen 
quickly.” 

The Leopards used the mo-
mentum from Rubio’s quick 
innings to have an unforgettable 
offensive display in the bottom 
of the fifth inning. 

Sophomore third baseman 
Julie Contreras started off the 
offensive with an RBI double to 
make it 2-2. Moments after, Na-
varro once again comes in clutch 
for the Leopards hitting a home 
run, making it 4-2. 

Freshman catcher Alyssa 
Campbell made more noise with 
a home run of her own putting 
the Leopards up 8-2, capping off 
a seven run fifth inning. 

“I was just focusing on mak-
ing contact and making my 

coach proud,” said Campbell. 
Pomona-Pitzer threatened to 

come back in the top of the sixth 
inning, but ultimately failed 
making the final score 10-5. 

“We just need to continue to 
play great softball,” said head 
coach Dennis Blas. “We didn’t 
play well in game one, but we 
showed resilience in game two 
and won as a team. If we contin-
ue to do that we’ll be very suc-
cessful.”

The Leopards swept the 

Bridgewater Eagles in a double-
header on Wednesday afternoon, 
12-6 and 8-0.

La Verne is now 8-2 overall 
and 2-1 in Southern California 
Intercollegiate Athletic Confer-
ence play.

Next up for the Leopards is 
Worcester Polytechnic Institute. 
They will face off in a double-
header at 3 p.m. Tuesday at 
Campus West.

Aidan Balderas can be 
reached at aidan.balderas@ 
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Softball splits pair with Sagehens

Jashelle Ranson

Junior outfielder Clarissa Salazar takes a swing against the Pomo-
na-Pitzer Sagehens on Saturday. The Leopards played a double-

header with a 9-4 loss in the first game but a 10-5 comeback in the 
second game. La Verne now sits at 2-1 in SCIAC and 8-2 overall.
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