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California may soon be in-
creasing its COVID safety stan-
dards for children across the 
state.

Three bills regarding COVID 
safety have been introduced to 
the California Senate this year 
— Senate Bills 1479, 866 and 
871.

They are set to establish 
school testing plans, allow more 
children to get the vaccine, and 
allow fewer COVID vaccination 
exemptions.

Senate Bill 1479, authored 
by Senator Richard Pan, D-Sac-
ramento, would require that 
every California school cre-
ates a COVID testing protocol 
that aligns with the California 
Department of Public Health’s 
guidance. 

Edwin Kirby, district direc-
tor for Pan, said that the specific 
guidelines are not specified by 
law so as to provide the Health 
Department with the flexibility 
to work with different schools 
and develop plans that make the 
most sense for each.

“Although vaccinations re-
main the cornerstone of public 
health’s response to COVID-19, 
testing at our schools is essen-
tial to preventing surges of the 
virus,” the bill’s fact sheet says. 

“This bill will help keep schools 
open and safe by ensuring 
schools have a plan to test for 
COVID-19.” 

Kirby said that Senate Bill 
1479 is supported by youth 
groups such as Generation Up 
and Teens for Vaccines. 

Senate Bill 866, Authored by 
Sen. Scott Wiener, D-San Fran-
cisco, would allow children ages 
12 and older to get vaccinated 
without parental consent.

This bill extends beyond 
COVID vaccines to any ap-
proved vaccine. 

“Vaccinating the population 
with a safe vaccine in the face 
of a global pandemic is a fight 
worth having,” said Jason Nei-
dleman, professor of political 
science, who said he recogniz-
es this bill, if passed, could be 
politically charged as parents’ 
would lose final say over their 
kids’ vaccination decisions.  

Senate Bill 87l, authored by 
Wiener and Sen. Josh Newman, 
D-Fullerton, would require all 
children who attend school in 
person to get the COVID vac-
cine before attending.

It would also allow the pub-
lic health department to prohibit 
so-called personal belief exemp-
tions for COVID vaccines in 
schools. 

Wiener said the personal be-
lief exemption was eliminated 

around seven years ago for all 
existing vaccines at the time. 
Senate Bill 871 would extend 
that same rule to the COVID 
vaccine. 

Professor of Political Science 
Richard Gelm said that it seems 
like part of a natural and histor-
ical evolution to add COVID 
vaccines to the list of the many 
required vaccinations that are al-
ready part of our everyday lives. 

“This is not unprecedented 
that there’s pushback,” Gelm 
said.

“There’s always been people 
who didn’t want to get vaccinat-
ed but it’s not been a partisan po-
litical issue until very recently,” 
Wiener said.

Weiner described vaccines 
as a miracle of science, and he 
called their politicization tragic. 

“We know that the vaccines 
are very effective at keeping 
people out of the hospital and 
keeping people alive,” Wiener 

said. “The very minuscule risk 
from the vaccine pales in com-
parison to the risk of hospitaliza-
tion and death from COVID.” 

“If there’s anything that 
a government must do it’s to 
protect its people,” Gelm said. 
“That’s what a government is 
for.” 

 “There is essentially no 
sound basis for being hesitant 
with respect to these COVID 
vaccines,” Neidleman added.

“Right now, all of these bills 
are just now being referred to 
committees in their house of ori-
gin,” Kirby said. 

All three proposed bills will 
likely undergo several months of 
legislative processes before pos-
sibly becoming law. 

Kirby said that if they are ap-
proved, they will take effect on 
January 1, 2023. 

Olivia Modarelli can be 
reached at olivia.modarelli@
laverne.edu.
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The Cultural and Natural 
History Collections of the Uni-
versity of La Verne received a 
glimpse of Jewish life and cul-
ture pre-World War II through 
14 folk-art sculptures, donated 
by the Malgert Halpern and Ir-
ving Cohen family. 

The historical sculptures 
embody life in Ukraine and the 
United States as experienced by 
Henry Halpern.

The “Henry Halpern Collec-
tion of Jewish Life” is a reflec-
tion of Halpern’s life in a world 
before the Holocaust occurred, 
and after. He was born in 1895 
and lived until 1979.

“The sculptures are a history 
book and that is what opened my 
heart to donating them, especial-
ly to a university where there are 
people who are so enthusiastic 
about finding a tidbit of history 
that nobody else can have,” said 
Elisa Cohen, Halpern’s grand-
daughter. 

Elisa and Rachel Cohen, 
Halpern’s granddaughters, said 
they had been seeking a place 
for the sculptures for a long time 
when they were introduced to 
the University of La Verne.

The University Chaplain 
Zandra Wagoner said that the 
sculptures aligned with ULV’s 
core values including lifelong 
learning, diversity and inclu-
sion, and ethical reasoning.

“When we saw these beau-
tiful and expressive sculptures, 
it just felt like the right thing to 
bring to our community because 
they resonate with what we care 
about at this University,” said 
Wagoner. “They resonated with 
our values and our sense of di-
versity and there seemed to be a 
deep story that could be helpful 
to our campus community, to 
students learning about history, 
religion and social dynamics. 
These sculptures kind of do all 
of that; they invite us into a sto-
ry.”

Anne Collier, curator of the 
Cultural and Natural History 
Collections, said that the sculp-
tures fit with the Cultural and 
Natural History Collections’ 
mission.

“Our mission is to conserve, 
preserve, and share objects, 
artifacts, and specimens from 
Earth’s cultural and natural his-
tory for the benefit of current 
and future generations,” Collier 

Legislation would beef up testing, 
close COVID vaccination loopholes

Continued on page 3

Embracing visibility

Natalie Medrano

Kristin Kajikawa, member of Japanese taiko group Kishin Daiko, 
plays on handmade drums at the West Covina Spring Festival on 
Saturday at the West Covina Sportsplex. The festival was made 

possible by seven of the cities’ non-profit organizations who orga-
nized the event. They brought the diverse cultures in West Covina 
together through food, music and activities. See story on page 6.

Jewish 
folk art 
donated 
to ULV
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Emily Cilli-Turner, assistant 
professor of mathematics, em-
phasized the importance of cre-
ativity in the math field, and she 
shared information on her proj-
ect to improve creativity in cal-
culus classes in a lecture titled 
“Calculus Students’ Perceptions 
of Creativity in Mathematics” at 
noon Tuesday in the Quay Davis 
Executive Board Room.

“Creativity in mathemat-
ics, or mathematical creativity, 
is the process of offering new 
solutions or new insights,” Cil-
li-Turner said. “With respect to 
their (students) mathematical 
backgrounds and what they’ve 
seen before.” 

Cilli-Turner offered opportu-
nities to be creative in math. It 
is an in-demand skill needed to 
confront problems that we do 
not yet know exist, she said.

When detailing why her re-
search team decided to focus 
on creativity, Cilli-Turner said 
that it is because they believe 
creativity is an ever-developing 
process and it is not the solution, 
but rather a method to come up 
with the solution to a problem. 

To implement this, her team 
reached out to several calculus 
professors across the United 
States and provided them with 
two problems while having 
them create four problems.

The goal of this was to cre-
ate problems that either offered 
multiple ways to solve them or 
multiple solutions, so that stu-
dents would be allowed to get 
creative when solving problems.

This then went through a 
check they called CPR, or Cre-
ativity in Progress Reflection, 
in which they reflected upon the 
tasks created by professors and 
figured out how they could im-
prove these problems to get stu-
dents to be more creative. 

To further improve this they 
also conducted surveys and in-
terviews with students. 

“We asked basic questions 
like ‘what does creativity in 
math mean for you?’” Cil-
li-Turner said. “We wanted to 
see what students had in mind.”

One of the common stereo-
types held by students was that 
creativity in math was limited to 
geniuses, which in turn was fre-
quently associated with coming 
up with original ideas to solve 

problems. 
Based on all of the data ex-

tracted from the experiments, 
six main themes were drawn 
from the observation in classes. 

The themes in which creativ-
ity was expressed were: actions 
and attitudes, application, dif-
ferent ways to solve problems, 
original solutions to problems, 
going against an outside author-
ity like a professor or textbook 
and understanding the material.

Understanding the materi-
al offered two opposing view-
points by students.

One claimed that understand-
ing the material provided them 
with wiggle room to come up 
with other solutions. Others ar-
gued that because they did not 
understand the material they 
were forced to get creative and 
come up with solutions for other 
problems. 

The talk then moved onto a 
Q&A.

“Were there any differenc-
es in creativity levels between 
genders or races?” asked Yousef 
Daneshbod, associate professor 
of mathematics.

Cilli-Turner said that the data 
and research conducted did not 
analyze a difference in gender 
or race because its objective was 
to see how they could promote 
classes to become more creative 
and not analyze each individu-
al’s creativity. 

“Was there a theme that you 
saw pop up most commonly?” 
asked Izak Arias, a sophomore 
history major.

Cilli-Turner replied that the 
most commonly seen theme 
amongst students was the idea of 
originality. She also expanded to 
point out that the least common 
themes were going against out-
side authority and application.

“Is there a difference be-
tween pre-COVID and now?” 
asked Seta Whitby, professor of 
computer science. 

Cilli-Turner stated that the 
first sample of data was col-
lected before the pandemic. 
However, the second sample of 
data taken immediately after the 
pandemic started ended up be-
coming a support circle for pro-
fessors. The real difference will 
be seen once the third sample of 
data taken in Spring of 2021 is 
fully analyzed, she said. 

Pedro Isao Mori can be 
reached at pedro.mori@ 
laverne.edu.

Students interested in the 
education field learned resume 
tips and more at an online event 
March 10. 

The event, “Interview Prep 
for Educational Careers,” had 
about 20 virtual participants, 
many of whom were in the 
LaFetra College of Education’s 
teaching credential program.

The talk focused on job 
prospects in the Los Angeles 

Unified School District and was 
guided by Ivette Beltran, Los 
Angeles Unified School District 
talent acquisition specialist. 

Beltran offered insight on 
how to prepare for teaching 
jobs.

Beltran also told participants 
that she would conduct initial 
interviews. And she said she 
could potentially forward their 
resumes to schools where their 
skills and training were a good 
match.

Beltran began the event with 
tips for resume writing.

“If you have experience in 
the field for the job you’re ap-
plying for, lead with that in 
your resume,” Beltran said. 

“You would be surprised 
how many times I need to in-
form candidates to lead with 
their student teaching.

“List your relevant work ex-

perience and skills that make 
you stand out.”

Questions included basic re-
sume and credential concerns 
and more.

“If a school is interested in 
hiring with an emergency cre-
dential, is that an option?” Ev-
elyn Batres, a graduate student 
in the educational counseling 
program asked.

An emergency credential 
is a one-year permit issued to 
people who are entering the 
teaching profession but have 
not yet completed all their re-
quirements for the credential, 
Beltran explained. 

 Beltran advised aspiring ed-
ucators not to be afraid to jump 
on opportunities as they arise. 

“Don’t let anything hold you 
up,” Beltran said.

“Apply now,” she added.
—Joslyn Aguilar

The award-winning Campus Times 
online edition is updated throughout 
the week with event coverage and 
breaking news.

Visit lvcampustimes.org for cur-
rent and past stories, and additional 
columns and blogs.

You can like us on Facebook 
and follow us on Twitter @lvcampustimes and Instagram  
@campustimes for all the latest updates on local and on-cam-
pus news. Send us story ideas over social media or email to 
ctimes@laverne.edu.

Campus Times Online

COrreCTiOns
The Campus Times is 

committed to accuracy. 
When we make mistakes, 
however, it is our policy 
to correct them as soon 
as they are brought to 
our attention. If you find 
a mistake in the Campus 
Times, please let us know 
at ctimes@laverne.edu.
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Sending light to Ukraine

Drake Ingram

University President Devorah Lieberman par-
ticipates in a peace circle in honor of victims 
of the Ukraine War last week in the Sacred 

Space of the Ludwick Center. The peace circle 
was held for students and faculty to process 
thoughts, feelings and worries about the war.



said. “These sculptures (are) not 
just folk art, but a representation 
of Jewish life.” 

Halpern was born in Shar-
good, Ukraine. After World War 
I he immigrated to the United 
States in the 1920s where he 
worked as a tailor and lived in 
Pennsylvania before moving to 
Los Angeles in 1940 with his 
family. When he retired, his 
daughter Malgert Halpern, an 
artist, suggested he try making 
sculptures out of clay. 

“My mom went to the gro-
cery store and bought him some 
very cheap clay. He started 
‘patshkeying’ which is messing 
around in Yiddish and my moth-
er told him that he was pretty 
good and recommended he take 
a class,” said Rachel Cohen. 
“When he went to take the class, 
the teacher told him that he was 
very good and she had nothing 
to teach him.”

She said he began sculpting 
figures inspired by memories 
from his childhood and people 
around him, both in Ukraine and 
in the United States. They are 
expressive of dynamic Jewish 
life such as reading the Torah at 
a bar mitzvah or simple every-
day things like sitting and enjoy-
ing the presence of loved ones.

“He started making up scenes 
from his childhood and around 
him. He really didn’t have any-
thing to go off of,” said Rachel 
Cohen.

She said he molded the clay 
figures’ expressions solely based 
on his memory and his own fa-
cial features.

“He made all these wonderful 
people in these wonderful situ-
ations and they were all images 
of himself and of his memory, 
which really comes through 
when you see them,” Elisa Co-
hen added. 

Halpern went through a lot in 
his life – loss, grief, and tragedy 
– but he never portrayed that in 
his sculptures. 

“Some of the sculptures are 
from when his first wife was in 
the hospital. They are parables 
so they show visiting the family, 
visiting the sick and taking care 
of the sick,” Collier said. 

Regardless of these events, 
he aimed to show the best of life. 
None of them show the worst, 

Collier said.
“Even when he is visiting 

people in the hospital, when they 
are ailing it is still heartwarm-
ing. It shows the warmth of vis-
iting and taking care of people 
who are convalescing. They are 
philosophical and deep, but they 
are not dark,” Collier said.

Though the sculptures are 
fragile from age with layers of 
dirt and debris, they hold such 
soul to them.

“These artifacts are very 
full of life and very fluid. They 
look like they are going to come 
alive,” Collier said.

The sculptures will be re-
stored and preserved by the 
Cultural and Natural History 
Collections in the Jaeger House. 
Once the restoration process is 
done, which might take up to a 
year, the sculptures will be dis-
played publicly.

Collier said students will 
have the opportunity to be a part 
of the restoration process. They 
can help put the pieces together, 

both literally and figuratively, 
and learn what it was like living 
in a shtetl, a Jewish communi-
ty, gain skills as a conservator, 
work with pottery and more.

“I hope students learn about 
a glimpse of an era no longer 
here, of what life in a ‘shtetl,’ 
Jewish community was like in 
the early 1900s and even before 
possibly,” said Rachel Cohen. 
“They will have a chance to be 

part of something historic and 
to tactfully preserve something 
that has a chance to enrich many 
people’s lives.” 

Collier said these sculptures 
are a learning resource for all 
students. If interested, students 
can potentially do an indepen-
dent study course with these ob-
jects by contacting their advisers 
or Felicia Beardsley, director of 
the Cultural and Natural History 

Collections. 
“I love the fact that they are 

in a place where they are so ap-
preciated not only because of the 
references, but because of the 
cultural history and knowledge 
that they can bring to an educa-
tional place,” said Elisa Cohen. 

For more information, visit 
ulvcollections.org.

Samira Felix can be reached 
at samira.felix@laverne.edu.
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Darcelle Jones-Wesley

14 historical folk-art sculptures by Henry Halpern have been donat-
ed to the Cultural and Natural History Collections of University of 
La Verne. The sculptures reflect Jewish life and culture in Europe 

before World War II. Halpern, born in Ukraine in 1850, sculpted his 
life experiences in both Ukraine and the United States using clay. 
The sculptures will go through a restoration process and preserved.

Folk art...
Continued from page 1

Vote-by-mail law made permanent
Megan Mojica
Staff Writer

Beginning with the early 
days of the pandemic in 2020, 
all California residents were 
sent mail-in ballots, allowing 
all state residents a COVID-safe 
option to participate in elections. 

Assembly Bill 37, which 
took effect in January,  has made 
universal vote-by-mail permant 
state law. 

That means that for every 
election California residents will 
be sent a mail-in ballot and will 
have accessible drop-off loca-
tions.

Their votes will also be in-

sured by a mail tracking system. 
And return ballot envelopes 
have pre-paid postage.

“It makes it easier for them to 
participate in their democracy,” 
said the new law’s author, As-
sembly member Marc Berman, 
D-Palo Alto. “And that’s what 
we should be doing as elected 
officials.” 

Ciera Lundy, a junior educa-
tional studies major at the Uni-
versity of La Verne, said she vot-
ed by mail in the 2020 general 
election and liked it a lot.

“I felt like it was really easy 
and gave me a lot of time to get 
familiar with what the ballot 
looked like,” Lundy said. “And 

I was able to research at home 
what I was interested in, and 
have time to go over stuff before 
actually sending it in.”  

Voting by mail was common 
in the 2020 election nationwide 
and actually led to higher voter 
turnout, said Assembly member 
Berman.

But for some it shifted their 
perspective on voting. 

University of La Verne Po-
litical Science Professor Jason 
Neidleman said it all depends 
on how we view voting. “Do 
we view it as a right?” Neidle-
man asked. “Do we view it as 
a privilege? Do we view it as 
something we want people to do 

as easily as possible? Or are we 
OK with there being some bar-
rier to entry for participating in 
the political process?” 

Neidleman said some oppo-
sition to universal vote-by-mail 
comes from Republicans who 
believe it contributes to voter 
fraud. 

This is despite all evidence to 
the contrary.

“They have convinced them-
selves that if more people vote 
that benefits the democrats and 
so they oppose bills like this that 
make it easier to vote,” Neidle-
man said.

But Assemblymember Ber-
man said the vast majority of 

California voters from all polit-
ical parties appreciate universal 
vote-by-mail. 

Berman said he thinks it in-
creases the people’s trust in the 
system. 

“They can really check and 
see OK my ballot was received 
by the election officials,” Ber-
man said. “OK my ballot was 
processed by election officials, 
OK my ballot was counted by 
election officials.”

Berman encourages everyone 
to go out and vote and partici-
pate in their democracy. 

Megan Mojica can be 
reached at megan.mojica@ 
laverne.edu.

What makes 
a curious reader?

You do.
Read to your child today and inspire 

a lifelong love of reading.

www.read.gov
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Vania Medina
Gabriela M. Medrano
Jasmine J. 
 Mejia Carrillo
Lisbeth Melena
Byron J. Melendez
Chyna Mendoza
Lizbeth G. Mendoza
Mary M. Mikaelian
Diego Milian
Samantha A. Miller
Lauren A. Miranda

Vanessa Miranda
Kylee N. Mock
Nadeen A. 
 Mohammad
Andrea V. 
 Molina Martinez
Ariadna X. Molina
Jessica A. Molina
Vicente A. Molina
Jonathan M. 
 Mondragon
Nicholas M. 
 Montecino
Joseph G. Montes
Ysabela V. Montes
Taylor B. Moore
Magdalena Mora
Yosmar Mora
Damian F. Morales
Alexis G. Moreno
Calista J. Moreno
Valentina Moreno
Mackay E. 
 MorganArmstrong
Pedro Mori
Jesse Munoz
Aline M. Muro
Jaclyn N. Murphy
Cara Musashi
Taha C. Mustapha
Mohammed F. Nabina
Minas Naglajajian
Elizabeth Najar
Cori P. Navarro
Edwin Navarro
Jonathan I. Navarro
Macey T. Neff
Natalia A. Negrete
Yu Ying Ng
Kayla L. Ngo
Hien T. Nguyen
Madyson R. 
 Nightingale
Victoria A. 
O’Brien-Mayclin
Michael J. Oceguera
Melissa Ochoa
Stephanie L. Oliva
Reese P. Oliver
Jonathan A. Olvera
Shira O’Neal-Abend
Alyssa Ono
Matthew A. Ontiveros
Amy Ordaz
Michael L. Ordona
Isabela Orta
Emely Ortega 
 Martinez
Taiz Ortega
Viviana M. Ortega
Isabel A. Ortiz
Keagen Ortiz
Celeste M. Ozeta
Gabriel A. Palacios
Allison M. Pari
Andrew J. Park
Kevin A. Parker
Andres A. Parres
Dhruv M. Patel
Rylee J. Patterson
Jordyn A. Patton
Raquel Paz
Sarah M. Peltier
Diana Perera
Hector Andree Pereyra
Marissa M. Perez
Martina M. Perez
Colton S. Pettit
Brittnee B. Pham
Ana R. Pixtun
Erik Plumeda
Rachel E. Porter
Andres E. Pranza
Ana E. Preciado
Kimberly C. Puerto
Tatiana T. Puno
Jasmine J. Quemado
Jennifer R. Quinones
Emily E. Quinoy

Evelyn Quintero
Yadira Y. Quintero
Emily N. Quirarte
Guadalupe L. Ramirez
Sarah E. Ramirez
Daniel I. Ramos
Harley A. Randazzo
Austin R. Rapp
Brandon M. Rasch
David A. Raygoza
Kristyn M. Reed
Kevan M. Rehmani
Daniel R. Reilly
Jade Remillard
Aby M. Reyes
Aliyah D. Reyes
Bianca R. Reyes
Jessica M. Reyes
Joseph A. Reyes
Moises Reyes
Natalie A. Reyes
Nautica R. Reyes
Vanessa Reyes
Viviana M. Reyna
Carla Rizk
Zainab Z. Rizvi
Josephine B. Roberts
Annabella M. Robles
Yessica Rodriguez 
 Soria
Alexis Rodriguez
Ashley Rodriguez
Michael A. Rodriguez
Nathaniel Rodriguez
Xareny Rodriguez
Christopher T. Rogers
Hannah E. Rohr
Vincent J. Rojas
Kaci R. Rojo
Vanessa L. Romero
Elizabeth C. Royce
Sumiko A. Rudisky
Kennedy A. Ruedi
Randall Rue-Las
Andrew J. Ruiz
Annette L. Ruiz
Evelyn Ruiz
Sophia K. Rumar
Michael I. Sahagun
Andrew F. Salaiza
Jennifer A. Salaiza
Daniela Salazar
Ayah K. Samara
Nicholas L. San Juan
Valeria Sanchez 
 Jimenez
Frankey R. Sanchez
Jocel A. Sanchez
Maya C. Sanchez
Khary J. Sanders
Kimberly Sandoval
Cassandra K. Santos
Chasey Santos
Michael T. Scherer
Marah C. Schlitt
Kristen E. Schoenick
Michael J. Sekera
Esteban Serrano
Sarah F. Serrano
Alexa R. Sers
Nadyah M. Shah
Blake T. Short
Maxwell E. Sierra
Chase A. Siffert
Litzy V. Silva
Tiffany E. Silvas
Casemi Simmon
Rebecca O. Sisemore
Allyssa K. Smiley
Kai F. Smith
Karleigh A. Smith
Kolani M. Smith
Roberto A. 
 Solis Sanchez
Ariel A. Solis
Noelani E. Soma
Princess S. Sondh
Jason S. Soo Hoo
Hector M. Soriano

Lionorra M. Sotelo
Joel A. Soto
Madeline N. Soto
Ashlyn Marie C. 
 Spilker
Shannon L. Stamp
Samantha M. 
 Stefanoff
Tiffany D. Stewart
Audrey A. Strople
Nevaeh T. Sultan
Christina R. Tadros
Amnaa Taha
Charnpreet K. Takher
Dakoda M. 
 Talamantes
Lynn Marie Tapia
Dylan J. Tate
Lachlan J. Tatterson
Greta Taylor
Akxelem D. Tejeda
Madison K. Tellier
Mackinsey Tessitore
Julia L. Thomas
Clarissa R. Toledo
Michael C. Torre
Brianna S. Torres 
Fernandez
Vicky A. 
 Torres Fernandez
Amanda M. Torres
Akiyah I. Tribble
Ariana M. Trinh
Loren R. Trugerro
Daniel J. Trujillo
Joshua N. Turner
Nicholas J. Tuzzolino
Catherine G. Ursache
Andrew J. Valdez
Nathan J. Valiente
Emily A. 
 Van Der Linden
Imanni M. Vanderburg
Vanessa Vargas
Dora Varner
Daniella N. Vasquez
Daniela Vazquez
Chevelle B. Velasco
Mariela Velazquez 
 Cortes
Yesenia Velazquez
Jasmine Venegas
Zarah V. Vidriezca
Aaron M. Villalobos
Hugo Villanueva
Priscilla Villarreal
Mayra Villela-Santana
Ryan N. Virata
Barron Lewis 
Vistan-Lucas
Andrew Wang
Hao Wang
Zhaoyu Wang
Darian M. Warhop
Taylor Watkins
Katelyn C. Wearp
Stanley E. Whitley
Sara R. Winsky
Brianna M. Wong
Jacob Xie
Sabrina H. Yeom
Xinzhao You
Kayla Yousef
Emily J. Zapata
Crystal A. Zaragoza
Rina L. Zelaya
Cheng Zong

College of Arts & Sciences Dean’s List, Fall 2021
The following students in the College of Arts and Sciences earned a grade 
point average of 3.75 or better during the Fall 2021 semester. Congratula-
tions from Dean Shannon Mathews and Interim Associate Deans Ngoc Bui 
and Gerard Lavatori.



President Joe Biden has nominated Ketanji Brown 
Jackson to the United States Supreme Court to re-
place the retiring Stephen Breyer.

If confirmed, she will be the first Black woman to sit 
on the Supreme Court.

This makes a mark on history and provides much-need-
ed diversity in the highest court.

This is exciting news for people of color and women 
across the nation as more representation for them is being 
brought into a historically white male institution.

According to the Center for American Progress, today 
more than 73% of sitting federal judges are men and 80% 
are white. 

Adding Jackson to the court holds extreme value to the 
judiciary as her perspective of being a woman of color 
broadens the views of the Court and allows more issues 
to be addressed.

A study from the Brennan Center for Justice, “What 
Research Shows About the Importance of Supreme Court 
Diversity,” has docu mented that female judges are more 
likely to identify incid ents of gender bias in the court-
room and inter vene.

And that when a person of color sits on a panel, their 

male or white colleagues were more likely to side with 
plaintiffs in civil rights cases. 

This is a step in the right direction to prevent many of 
these issues from being swept under the rug by the white 
male majority.

Issues such as gender bias and civil rights cases will 
hopefully be more recognized in the courtroom with 
Jackson now present rather than her not being there. 

If Jackson is confirmed, the Supreme Court will more 
fully reflect the diversity of the country and with that 
provide necessary perspective to the highest court of the 
nation.
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LeTTers TO The ediTOr
The Campus Times encourages readers to sub-

mit letters to the editors regarding topics covered 
in the paper. Letters should be no more than 400 
words in length and are due by Tuesday at 3 p.m. 
The Campus Times reserves the right to edit let-
ters for clarity, space and libel. Letters may be 
sent to ctimes@laverne.edu.

Despite Disney’s apparent support for the LGBTQ 
community with Pride merch sold at their parks, 
Disney CEO Bob Chapek was found to be do-

nating to the supporters of Florida’s anti-gay House Bill 
1557, known as the “Parental Rights in Education.”

The bill, which is dubbed as the “Don’t Say Gay” bill, 
would prohibit talks of sexual orientation and gender 
identity in a way that is not age-appropri-
ate for a students’ parents.

With the bill’s vague wording, parents 
would have the power to limit discussions 
of things like LGBTQ history.

The bill is currently waiting for Florida 
Gov. Ron DeSantis’s signature.

For weeks leading up to the bill’s pas-
sage, Disney stayed silent despite Disney 
World having a prime location in Florida.

Not only that, but Chapek was found to have been do-
nating to Republican supporters of the bill, according to 
the Associated Press.

While Disney also donates to Democrats, their dona-
tions to Republican politicians, who are actively seeking 

new ways to discriminate against LGBTQ people and 
other minorities, says a lot about Disney’s false morals.

In a letter to Disney employees, Chapek apologized 
for the silence despite people expecting him to be a strong 
ally in the fight for civil rights.

In response to this, some of Disney’s LGBTQ employ-
ees staged a protest, which started on Tuesday, until fur-

ther action is taken on Disney’s part.
Parts of the demands include making more inclusive 

content and all donations and support of anti-gay politi-
cians to stop.

Disney has a history of removing LGBTQ characters 

and storylines from their stories, mainly from Pixar mov-
ies. In a letter from Pixar employees to Chapek, employ-
ees claimed that these storylines have been cut before 
release, according to Variety.

Rainbow capitalism has run rampant in recent years, 
and this is one of the biggest consequences to it.

Like clockwork, every June, Disney and other compa-
nies release a line of LGBTQ Pride merch.

Disney in particular releases a variety 
of rainbow Mickey Mouse ears and oth-
er clothes marked with Love in rainbow 
letters.

And just as fast as these products make 
the shelves, as soon as Pride Month is over 
the products are removed. 

These companies want to have their 
cake and eat it too. Disney cannot claim 

to be all about Pride and inclusivity while staying silent 
to oppression, donating to anti-gay politicians and cutting 
all traces of LGBTQ storylines in their movies.

Disney is a place where dreams come true, so hope-
fully the dream of Disney walking the walk comes true.

Disney’s support of Florida anti-gay 
bill contradicts their Pride

Coachella is risking lives for entertainment

Supreme Court nominee 
would bring needed diversity

After a two-year hiatus, Coachella – the popular 
arts and music festival – will return this April and 
be held at the Empire Polo Club in Indio, Califor-

nia, with a catch. 
This is exciting news and a sign that things are finally 

getting back to normal two years since the start of the 
COVID-19 pandemic. But Coachella will not have sub-
stantial COVID-19 safety guidelines.

While it is an outdoor event, its organizers are facing 
criticisms for their carelessness and essentially non-exis-
tent COVID safety guidelines.

As stated on the Coachella website under Health & 
Safety/Rules, there will be no proof of vaccination need-
ed, testing stations on-site nor mask requirements at the 
2022 revival of the music festival in accordance with lo-
cal guidelines. 

However, the organizers added that conditions may 
change to reflect any safety requirement updates from the 
federal, state or local government.

Still, the lack of initial thorough health guidelines pos-
es a concern as the sold-out festival is expecting 125,000 
attendees per day flocking in from not just California but 

from out of the state and even overseas. 
Although one’s risk of COVID infection is lower 

when being outdoors compared to being indoors, it does 
not reduce that risk to zero. Omicron is currently the most 
prominent virus variant in the United States. According 
to the Centers of Disease Control and Prevention, the 
Omicron variant broke the country’s records for daily 
positive cases due to its high transmissibility compared 
to previous strains like Delta.

Despite being hosted outdoors, Coachella is still in-
creasing infection probability by not checking people’s 
vaccinations or proof of negative tests.

People could be reckless and go even if they know 
they have COVID but are asymptomatic or mildly symp-
tomatic.

The California Department of Public Health strongly 
recommends a verification of fully vaccinated status or 
pre-entry negative COVID-19 test results for all attend-
ees at large outdoor events with over 10,000 people, such 
as music festivals and sporting events.

As one of the most high profile festivals in the world, 
Coachella should do better at enforcing health rules and 

not set the still ongoing pandemic behind everyone, even 
just for a weekend or two.

By not even doing the bare minimum of checks, such 
as required testing or even mask wearing, the people in 
charge of Coachella are risking the lives of everyone in 
attendance and could lead to another surge of COVID 
cases.
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Disney cannot claim to be all about Pride and inclusivity while 
staying silent to oppression, donating to anti-gay politicians and 

cutting all traces of LGBTQ storylines in their movies.



Joseph Chavez
Staff Writer

J & J’s BBQ and Fish is a 
humble barbecue and fish fry 
restaurant in Pomona.

When entering, you will first 
notice the customers sitting 
down eating a variety of foods 
from fried fish to freshly cooked 
ribs. There is an aroma of foods 
coming from the kitchen which 
you can see from the counter 
where an employee greets you 
as you come up to order.

The menu has many different 
fish options including red snap-
per, catfish, tilapia and barbecue 
options such as beef brisket, hot 
links, pork ribs and many more.

J & J’s was started in 2008 by 
co-owners Joe Draper and John-
ny Walker. Draper had always 
had a passion for barbecuing and 
wanted to parlay it into a career.

“At family parties, they 
would always ask me to barbe-
cue… and I always wanted to 
open my own place,” said Drap-
er.

Draper said he wanted to 
bring something new to the 
community of Pomona when 
opening up his restaurant.

“When I was here, this place 
was a sandwich shop and they 
had it up for sale. I just thought 
this would be the ideal place. We 
don’t have anything like (J & J’s 
BBQ and Fish) in Pomona,” said 
Draper. 

As for running the business 
itself, one thing Draper initial-
ly had to work through was the 
long hours it took. Draper said 

he comes in hours before the 
restaurant opens, and leaves 
three hours after closing some-
times. Draper also found out 
that there are many behind the 
scenes things that he had to deal 
with due to the business side of 
owning a restaurant.

“It’s a lot of red tape, work-
ing with the city, the county, the 
health department and it was 
kind of difficult at first,” Draper 
said. 

When creating the menu, 
Draper said he got his inspira-
tion by visiting other restaurants.

“I traveled through Arkansas, 
Louisiana, and Texas checking 
out their establishments and saw 
what people liked the best and 
it kind of formed our menu,” 
Draper said.

Developing the side orders 
was a work in progress. Drap-
er changed his initial thoughts 
based on feedback from his cus-
tomers.

“My original sides were 
french fries, potato salad, beans 
and coleslaw, ” Draper said. 
“But when people started com-
ing in, they wanted greens and I 
said I didn’t have that and they 
would respond, ‘This is a bar-
becue place and you don’t have 
greens?’” 

Draper said this happened 
multiple times with different 
items, so he finally expanded his 
side menu to what it is today.

“That’s why I always say J & 
J’s BBQ and Fish with a taste of 
soul, the soul being the greens, 
black eyed peas, yams, and the 
mac and cheese and so forth,” 

said Draper.
Customers such as Serenity 

Jones, a regular at J & J’s BBQ 
and Fish, appreciate the variety 
they offer.

“It’s nice that I can always 
have something different when I 
come here, whether that’s a dif-
ferent side or dish,” said Jones.

Draper some dishes he rec-
ommends are the red snapper, 
briskets and ribs. 

Martin Villa, a resident of 
Pomona, said the ribs are what 
keeps them coming back.

“They taste very fresh and 

something that feels sort of 
homemade, something other 
places don’t do,” Villa said.

Others go for the seafood, 
like Elijah Jackson, of Clare-
mont.

“I always make the drive 
over here because sometimes I 
crave good fish and this place 
just pops into my mind,” Jack-
son said.

Fish and barbecue combos 
that come with two sides of your 
choosing cost around $12 during 
lunch hours and around $15 
during dinner hours. 

Some items such as the beef 
ribs are only available during 
dinner for around $22.

The restaurant is open on 
Mondays and Wednesday 
through Friday from 11 a.m. to 8 
p.m., on Saturdays from 11 a.m. 
to 9 p.m., and Sundays from 11 
a.m. to 6 p.m.  It is closed on 
Tuesdays. For more informa-
tion, visit jjbqfish.com or the 
restaurant, located at 751 Indian 
Hill Blvd., Pomona.

Joseph Chavez can be 
reached at joseph.chavez2@ 
laverne.edu.
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Spring Festival celebrates various cultures 
Hien Nguyen
Arts Editor

Cultures from Mexico, the 
Philippines and Japan among 
many others came together to 
offer flavorful food and polished 
art performances at West Covi-
na’s first ever Spring Festival.

The all-inclusive event, fea-
turing 40 cultural performanc-
es and more than 150 food and 
retail vendors, took place last 
weekend at the city’s Sportsplex.

The two-day festival was put 
together and hosted by seven of 
the city’s nonprofit organiza-
tions including the West Covina 
Business Association, Kiwanis 
Club of West Covina, Seesaw 
Communities, San Gabriel Val-
ley NAACP, Filipino American 
Association of West Covina, 
Chinese American Association 
of West Covina and East San 
Gabriel Valley Japanese Com-
munity Center.

Councilman Tony Wu shared 
that his biggest hope is to see the 
community united again after 
the isolated times of COVID-19. 

“The pandemic really divided 

the people and what we’re trying 
to do is unite people together us-
ing entertainment,” Wu said.

President of the West Covi-
na Business Association Donaji 
Zamora said one of the biggest 
goals when the community first 
started planning the festival was 
to make sure they bridge the gap 
between cultures.

“I want people to just ap-
preciate each other and be nice 
to each other,” Zamora said. “I 
want people to be able to say, 
‘Hey I’m Mexican but I can still 
enjoy Korean BBQ’ or ‘I’m Ar-
gentinian but I can drink Japa-
nese sake,’ you know.”

With more than 100 vendors 
present on each day, attend-
ees were treated to no shortage 
of unique and culturally rich 
booths to explore.

Among the booths were 
shops by small artists, both local 
and from all around California, 
who were eager to be there to 
tell their stories through various 
types of craft.

Cartoonist Lela Lee was ex-
cited to be able to watch the 
parade featuring Japanese taiko 

drummers and a Mexican maria-
chi band go by from the comfort 
of her stall.

“I thought it was a beautiful 
blend of this proud cultural mo-
ment of all cultures in the area,” 
Lee said.

She showcased her car-
toon artworks of the character 
named ‘Angry Little Asian Girl’ 
through products like stickers, 
magnets, shirts and desk plaques 
at her booth. Lee also posts 
weekly comic strips of the char-
acter on her Instagram @Angry-
LittleGirls.

West Covina resident Do-
lores Calderon, who is a fan 
of Lee and has been following 
the cartoon for a while, bought 
many items from the booth to 
support the artist.

Another vendor, Cloris Chou, 
sold animal art and gifts for pet 
parents through her stand Cloris 
Creates.

Chou, who grew up and still 
resides in West Covina, said 
the inspiration for her shop was 
from her own pets– who are also 
illustrated on her business card.

“I could never find anything 

that represents my dog, which is 
a white husky, so I was like I’ll 
make my own,” Chou said. “It 
makes me happy when people 
see something that represents 
their pet.”

Other than diverse food and 
retail vendors, two stages within 
the vicinity graced the presence 
of many renowned as well as lo-
cal performers representing dif-
ferent cultures.

The performance stage wel-
comed well-known artists like 
Mariachi singers Arturo Vargas 
and Angelica Montaño to enter-
tain the crowd. 

The community stage gave 
local groups the opportunity to 
showcase their talents and repre-
sent their respective identity and 
culture.

Japanese taiko group Kishin 
Daiko wowed the crowd with-
their impressive drumming 
performance on the community 
stage.

The group is a part of the 
East San Gabriel Valley Japa-
nese Community Center, one of 
the seven main nonprofit groups 
who organized the event.

Kishin Daiko member Kristin 
Kajikawa shared that it has been 
more than two years since the 
group’s last performance which 
was before the pandemic started.

“We actually made these out 
of wine barrels and we got cow-
hide to stretch over the top then 
carpet tacks to nail down the 
skin of the drum,” said Kajika-
wa. “It was fun to work together 
and make our own instruments 
because if we brought it straight 
from Japan, it would’ve cost 
thousands of dollars.”

Assistant City Manager Rox-
anne Lerma emphasized that the 
event is extra special because it 
is something for the communi-
ty and was made happen by the 
community. 

“The seven nonprofit groups 
were exceptional at helping to 
get vendors and entertainers for 
this event,” Lerma said. “Every 
decision was made by the com-
munity and we really look at this 
as an opportunity to give some 
of the small businesses and local 
groups a venue as well.”

Hien Nguyen can be reached 
at hien.nguyen2@laverne.edu.

J&J’s barbecues with a taste of soul

Nathan Driscoll

Carmen Guerrero and Dora Esparza, workers 
at J&J’s BBQ and Fish, fulfill orders of Louisi-
ana cuisine on March 6. J&J’s BBQ and Fish is 

a family-owned restaurant and has been open in 
Pomona for 13 years. J&J’s is located at 751 In-
dian Hill Blvd. in Pomona.
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THE 2022-2023  HOUSING APPLICATION 
IS NOW OPEN!

"IT'S NOT WHERE YOU
LIVE, IT'S WHERE YOU
BELONG."

The priority deadline for continuing students is April 1! 
It is first come, first serve so 
make sure you apply as soon as possible.

VISIT YOUR LA VERNE PORTAL TO APPLY

Housing and Residential Life | 1950 Third Street | La Verne, CA, 91750
(909) 448-4792 | housing@laverne.edu

DON'T WAIT, APPLY TODAY!

Market brings taste of India to Pomona

Nathan Driscoll

India’s Quick Mart in Pomona sells figures of 
Buddha and other spiritual items. Founders Lalit 
Sharma, Narayan Tamrakar and Rayen Shrestha 

keep the aisles stocked with reasonably priced 
foods, including rice, spices and easy to prepare 
meals.

Joseph Chavez
Staff Writer

Aisles of Indian cuisine and 
ingredients, including spices, 
flour, rice and easy to prepare In-
dian meals, as well as a personal 
greeting from the owner are in 
store at India’s Quick Mart, a 
fairly new store at the northeast 
corner of Foothill Boulevard 
and Garey Avenue in Pomona.

The store looks like a typi-
cal convenience store from the 
outside, but inside it’s quite 
different. It was started by Lal-
it Sharma, Narayan Tamrakar, 
and Rayen Shrestha, and opened 
Sep. 25 of last year. 

Tamrakar’s past experience 
informed the store’s vision. 
Tamrakar runs the Eye of Bud-
dha store on Second Street in the 
Claremont Village, sells import-
ed gifts and decorative items.

“(Tamrakar) already has his 
own business in Claremont Vil-
lage,” Sharma said. “We met up 
and made a plan that we could 
run a business together by help-
ing each other.”

Sharma said they began 
working on the new store in 
May of last year.

“I already had experience 
in retail, so I already knew the 
things that we had to do, how 
to fix up the store and what we 
needed,” Sharma said. “(My 
wife) knows a lot of people in 
Claremont. She’s in the nails 
and beauty business… so her 
clientele came to the store and 
they told friends which helped 
the business.”

The store has many different 
types of products from India, 
Pakistan, Sri Lanka, and Ban-
gladesh.

“All these four countries 
have similar … food,” Sharma 
said. “And our languages are 
almost the same except certain 
things, but it is one language 
called Urdu.”

Some of the items sold at the 
Quick Mart include Indian spic-
es, easy-to-prepare-meals, jas-
mine rice, curry spices, flours, 
sweets and much more. They 
also sell statues and figures re-
lated to Buddha from Tamra-
kar’s Claremont store.

Kiran Gill, a resident of La 
Verne, appreciates the variety at 
the store.

“It’s nice to have a shop 
where they sell many types of 
food from my background, I 
don’t see many of these things at 
other stores,” Gill said.

Sharma appreciates that all 
different kinds of people support 
his new store.

“We started seeing people 
coming back and forth again and 
again,” Sharma said. “We were 
really happy about that. People 
from the colleges, people from 
La Verne, they are a big help 
to us to come in and buy things 
from us.”

Anna Collins, a Pomona resi-
dent, said the store intrigued her 
after she learned about it from a 
friend.

“I decided to check it out and 
I think it’s really cool,” Collins 
said. “We have a place like this 

here where I can try these foods 
I wouldn’t normally eat.”

Sharma said he hopes to even-
tually open a kitchen, where they 
can cook Indian foods thanks to 
Shrestha’s background.

“We are trying to open up a 
kitchen for the community here, 
which includes Indian, Ameri-
can, as well as any other ethnic 
group we want to give them 
some great Indian food,” Shar-
ma said.

Amar Devi, a resident of Po-
mona, said the idea of them add-
ing a kitchen would be great.

“More places having Indian 
food would definitely make me 
happy,” Devi said.

India’s Quick Mart is at 101 
W. Foothill Blvd. in Pomona 
and is open from 9 a.m. to 8 
p.m. For more information, visit  
indiasquickmart.com. 

Joseph Chavez can be 
reached at joseph.chavez2@ 
laverne.edu.



Alternative indie rock 
band Tigers Jaw 
brought out their best 

energy for their final show of 
their Last Minute Magic tour 
at the Glass House in Pomona 
on Saturday.

Tigers Jaw and opener Sea-
haven fans sold out their two-
show weekend at the Glass 
House on March 11 and March 
12.

The venue’s large but inti-
mate size allowed the crowd to 
get a great view of Tigers Jaw 
and longtime friends of the 
band Seahaven from the pit, 
off to the side or upstairs.

“The shows have been 
amazing and more than we 
could’ve ever hoped for, espe-
cially these two Glass House 
shows. It means the world to 
us,” Tigers Jaw vocalist and 
guitarist Ben Walsh said.

Seahaven kicked off the 
night with fan favorites like 
“It’s Over” and music from 
their new album “Halo of 
Hurt,” which was released in 
2020 after a nine-year hiatus. 

Open guitar pedals and mel-
ancholic melodies accompa-
nied the soft but strong echoes 
of lead singer Kyle Soto. 

Their set entranced the au-
dience and allowed them to 
loosen up.

It really was music for es-
capism, just like the title of 
their 2014 album, “Reverie 
Lagoon: Music for Escapism.” 

Tigers Jaw took over the 
stage and opened with a heart-
felt performance of “I Won’t 
Care How You Remember 
Me.”

The crowd poured their 
hearts out and sang the lyrics 
back to the band at the top of 
their lungs.

The venue’s colorful stage 
lights illuminated Tigers Jaw 
member Brianna Collins’ face 
as she joined Walsh on vocals while on 
keyboard.

Red and green lights around the stage 
flashed one by one, perfectly on beat to 
their song “Hum.”

The energy intensified as they 
strummed the first notes to “Slow Come 
On,” the crowd getting ready to open up 
a mosh pit.

They rushed in when Teddy Roberts 
slammed on the drums during the bridge 
of the song. 

Each person expressed their enjoy-
ment of the music in their own way.

Everyone followed respectful mosh-

ing etiquette, picking up whoever lost 
their balance, helping those crowd surf-
ing safely make their way up to the front 
and overall created a community within 
the concert.

Alex Sanchez of Pomona was in the 
front center of the audience enjoying the 
show and moving with the crowd.

He said that the ambience was intense 
and highly energetic, but also really 
friendly.

“I feel like their energy all around is 
really good and that’s why I love to see 
them all the time, no matter what songs 
they choose because they bring up the 
room,” Sanchez said.

Sanchez said he is a fan of Seahaven 
as well, and their newest album “Halo of 
Hurt.”

Their performance of “Halo” and 
“Moon” were his favorites from their set.

Amy Kleim, an audience member, 
said she is a fan of Tigers Jaw but flew 
down from Florida to see Seahaven.

“Harbor was amazing. It’s one of the 
singles from the new album, which is 
also amazing,” Kleim said. “Seeing it 
live was just goosebumps.”

She said she also attended night one 
of Tigers Jaw and Seahaven at the Glass 
House the night before but said this 
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Carlson Gallery

Photographer Rebecca 
Cummins presents her ex-
hibit, “Spore Drift and Oth-
er Phenomena” at the Irene 
Carlson Gallery of Photog-
raphy on campus through 
March 28.

The exhibit features an 
abstract take on the vari-
ous swirls and textures of 
mushrooms.

Admission is free.

Photography 
Exhibit

“Phantasmagoria” is 
an undergraduate student 
photography exhibition 
currently on display at the 
Ground Floor Gallery in 
Miller Hall.

It features images of 
dreamlike or otherworldly 
states of being, such as sce-
nic areas of beaches with 
highly saturated colors.

The exhibit runs through 
March 28.

Admission is free.  

‘Candlelight  
Jubilee’

The Candlelight Pavilion 
Theater will celebrate 37 
years of performances with 
their final “Candlelight Ju-
bilee’’ show, which runs 
through March 20. 

Admission varies.
For more information 

visit candlelightpavilion.
com.

Glass House 
Concerts 

Leprous, a Norwegian 
rock band, will perform at 
the Glass House in Pomo-
na at 8 p.m. March 22. The 
band is touring after the 
release of their 2021 album 
“Aphelion.”

The Glass House will 
welcome Good Morning, 
an Australia-based indie 
rock band, at 8 p.m. April 
1. Good Morning’s music 
features beachy guitar riffs 
and catchy choruses for an 
easy-going listening expe-
rience. 

Admission is $22. Proof 
of vaccination or a nega-
tive COVID test is required 
upon entry.

For more information 
visit theglasshouse.us.

—Liliana Castañeda

HAppenings Tigers Jaw wraps up tour 

at Glass House 
by Anabel Martinez

photography by 
Natalie Medrano

Brianna Collins, keyboardist and singer for Tigers Jaw, performs at the final show of 
the band’s Last Minute Magic tour Saturday at the Glass House in Pomona. Tigers 
Jaw performed songs from their 2021 album “I Won’t Care How You Remember Me.”

Continued on page 9



Robyn Jones
Staff Writer

The American Museum of 
Ceramic Art held a reception for 
the newest exhibition “Connect-
ed Spaces” with about 40 people 
in attendance on Saturday.

Ceramic artist Cheryl Ann 
Thomas and tapestry weaver and 
artist Michael Rohde were invit-
ed by museum curator Jo Lauria 
to collaborate to put their differ-
ent art styles into one show.

Lauria explained that this ex-
hibition was a “call and response 
project” that took a year to com-
plete.

Both artists were separated in 
their studios, sending pictures of 
their creations to each other to 
replicate in their art style.

“We both kept our indepen-
dence and proceeded on our own 
to respond to the challenge,” 
Thomas said.

A creative choice both artists 
made was the type of clay and 
thread they would be creating 
their pieces on.

Thomas said she had to 
switch porcelain clay bodies 
from an opaque finish to have 
more translucency after firing. 

Rohde switched from his 
usual wool tapestries to smaller 
silk yarn made tapestries in or-
der to compliment the light and 
translucent look the sculptures 
made.

Upon entering the gallery the 
audience is greeted with fabric 
like sculptures paired with a 
beautiful color coordinated mo-
saic tapestry.

Looking into Rohde’s tapes-
tries, viewers can see the shape 
of Thomas’s sculptures within. 

The color, shading, and shape 
of the sculptures were weaved 
and replicated exquisitely.

“It was a challenge because 
I wanted to do something dif-

ferent than I’ve done before,” 
Rohde said. “I’ve done a series 
of tapestries with faces, so I 
wanted to take that and do some-
thing different.”

Up close Thomas’s pieces 
display fine details and curva-
tures on the porcelain clay bod-
ies.

Some of the sculptures 
seemed almost too soft to touch.

Lynn Ballantyne, Santa Bar-
bara resident and board member 
for AMOCA, attended this event 
because she wanted to see how 
the tapestries would pair with 
the sculptures.

“I think the colors are amaz-

ing, but also how she went to a 
different clay and he went to a 
different thread was fascinating 
to me,” Ballantyne said.

Observing Thomas’s sculp-
tures, Ronald McGregor, a Sher-
man Oaks resident, was amazed 
by the shape the sculpture had 
made.

McGregor attended this 
event with his friend who is also 
an AMOCA board member.

“The textures about the tap-
estries were really cool, and 
the ceramics are just absolutely 
amazing,” McGregor said. “I’ve 
never seen anything like this 
collaboration.”

Thomas shared her insight 
about the exhibition and her ap-
proach.

“The process does whatever 
it wants to do,” she said. “I have 
no idea how it’s going to look, 
I can’t draw, I can’t look, I just 
put it in the kiln and the kiln 
does whatever it’s going to do.”

With 20 years of experience 
with ceramics, Thomas shared 
that she was initially a painting 
major in college.

She was introduced to sculpt-
ing clay when she took a class. 
She saw that clay could be an art 
form – not just pretty dishes.

Rohde said he was inspired 

by a hand-woven top that he had 
seen. He was so intrigued that he 
decided to make himself a shirt.

“I never wove the shirt, but 
I started weaving rugs for the 
floor,” Rohde said. “I did that 
for a number of years and at 
some point I came to the realiza-
tion that all the rugs I was sell-
ing were winding up on peoples 
walls instead.”

With that realization he de-
cided to switch over to making 
tapestries.

For more information, visit 
amoca.org.

Robyn Jones can be reached 
at robyn.jones2@laverne.edu.
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Exhibit blends tapestry with sculpture

Ethan Bermudez

“Light” by ceramicist Cheryl Ann Thomas is on display at the Amer-
ican Museum of Ceramic Art in Pomona as part of the “Connect 

Spaces” show. The exhibition mixes the two different art styles of 
Thomas and tapestry weaver Michael Rohde.

show’s crowd was even better.
“I knew most of the songs but 

even the ones I didn’t know, I 
was grooving to it,” Kleim said.

Amid all the crowdsurfing, 
moshing and dancing, NoCap 
Shows was capturing it all on 
video for people to watch from 
home on livestream.

Chief Content Officer Rob 
Anderson of NoCap Shows 
managed the sound mixing and 
five different cameras, including 
one down in the crowd and four 
others around the venue.

“We’re doing small, really 
intimate stuff and then we’re do-
ing really huge big productions. 
And that’s kind of the NoCap 
thing. There’s no show that’s too 
small. There’s no show that’s 
too big,” Anderson said. “We’re 
just out there to really create that 
scene and get that energy go-
ing.”

Anderson said NoCap Shows 
started off when the pandemic 
hit and there was no audience.

“When the pandemic hit, we 
really wanted to keep bands go-
ing and keep people employed 
and be able to keep music and 

art flowing, especially while we 
were all sitting at home,” Ander-
son said.

“Now that we’re able to get 
back to a crowd, it’s so much 
more dynamic and interesting, 
the energy,” he added.

Anderson said the Glass 
House in particular had a vibrant 
atmosphere and allowed the 
band to connect with the audi-
ence really well.

Toward the end of the night, 
Collins shared an emotional mo-
ment and tears with the crowd. 

She said that being able to 
tour again after so long was sur-
real.

The crowd brought out every 
drop of energy left in them for 
their last songs of the night, and 
of their tour.

“The band’s the real perfor-
mance, they always pour their 
heart out on stage, but when 
there’s an audience, there’s a 
difference,” Anderson said. “It’s 
beautiful. Definitely a beautiful 
night.”

Anabel Martinez can be 
reached at anabel.martinez2@
laverne.edu.

Continued from page 8

Tigers Jaw...
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Eric Esquibel
Staff Writer

The La Verne softball team 
was unable to fend off the Car-
negie Mellon Tartans in both 
games of their doubleheader 
March 11 at Campus West.

The final scores were 7-1 and 
3-2. 

The Leopards are currently 
12-6 on the season after splitting 
a series to the 15-3 University of 
Texas Comets this past week. 

The Leopards are currently 
2-1 in the Southern California 
Intercollegiate Athletic Confer-
ence. 

The two losses against Carn-
egie Mellon came at the end of 
a busy week for the Leopards as 
they played a total of six games, 
going 3-3. 

“(Playing six games) is tough. 
You want to play your best. You 
want to do good and be a cham-
pion, then you have to go out 
there and beat the best,” head 
coach Dennis Blas said. “We 
played three very good teams 
and we have to make adjust-
ments, we did not make enough 
adjustments against them.” 

In the final game of the week, 
the Leopards were off to a slow 
start against the Tartans in the 
second game of the doublehead-
er.

The Leopards’ offense had 
moments in the second inning 
when senior utility player Kath-
ryn Navarro was on third base 
after a double down-field from 
junior first baseman Janisa Rojo, 
but Carnegie Mellon’s defense 
held. 

The third inning looked hope-
ful for the Leopards as freshman 
shortstop Ericka Garcia hit a 
double and on the next pitch 
sophomore center fielder Haylee 
Hseih hit a line drive single. 

Shortly after Hseih got on 
base, she was able to quickly 
steal second and the Leopards 
looked to score first.

This was Hsieh’s 14th base 
stolen this season. The rest of 
the Leopards team has 17 bases 
stolen this season.

“I think it’s really important 
to have confidence in your speed 
when you’re stealing and to 
have a good jump and leave on 
time,” Hseih said. “I also have 
to keep an eye out just in case 
my teammate up to bat hits it so 
I can stay out of the way.”

The Leopards fought hard but 
were still unable to get on the 
board in the third inning despite 
the opportunities.

Carnegie Mellon scored the 
first run in the fifth inning but 
the Leopards soon answered in 
the sixth inning. 

With the Tartans on the 
board, the Leopards acted quick 
and scored two runs, having a 
lead over Carnegie Mellon for 
the first time in the series.

The first run came off of a tri-
ple from freshman right fielder 
Ashley Rodriguez.

She was able to score the run 
after a drop by Tartans’ sopho-
more third baseman Emily Fin-
ger. 

Rodriguez, being new to the 
team, has had no issue adjusting 
to the pace of college softball. 
She has 11 RBIs and five dou-
bles so far in her first season. 

“I had an easy time adjust-
ing,” Rodriguez said. “I feel like 
playing with the girls is definite-

ly making me work harder and 
I’m just trying to learn as much 
from the upperclassmen as pos-
sible.”

The second run for the Leop-
ards was a home run by junior 
first baseman Marisa Acosta, her 
second of the season. 

The Leopards’ defense al-
lowed Carnegie Mellon to score 
two more runs in the seventh 
inning after an error and two 
hits. With the lead stolen, the 
Leopards tried to pull together a 
comeback but the Carnegie Mel-
lon team would not budge. The 
Tartans held off the Leopards 
3-2. 

“I think we started the week 
off strong, however as we kept 

moving through the week I 
could tell the longevity of the 
week got to us,” starting ju-
nior pitcher Rachel Rubio said. 
“That’s where we just need to 
look at it as a learning and grow-
ing moment because our season 
is far from over and we plan to 
go far.”

The Leopards will have their 
second SCIAC series and look 
to add onto their 2-1 conference 
record against the Whittier Po-
ets in a three-game series next 
week. They will travel to Whit-
tier for a 3 p.m. game March 18, 
followed by a doubleheader at 
noon March 19 at Campus West.

Eric Esquibel can be reached 
at eric.esquibel@laverne.edu.

Tartans sweep Leos in doubleheader

Jashelle Ranson

Junior catcher Natalia Aguilera bats for the La Verne Leopards 
against Carnegie Mellon March 11. The Leopards lost the first game 

of the doubleheader, 7-1, and the second game, 3-2. The team will 
next face Whittier on March 18 and 19.

Water polo loses steam against Sagehens
Sarah Van Buskirk
Sports Editor

The women’s water polo 
team could not match the Pomo-
na-Pitzer Sagehens’ speed in a 
14-9 loss Sunday evening at the 
La Verne Aquatic Center.

The Leopards now stand 2-2 
in Southern California Intercol-
legiate Athletic Conference play 
while the Sagehens remain in 
the No. 1 seed in the division. 

The initial sprint was won by 
the Sagehens but the Leopards 
got on the board first.

After a power play and hav-
ing man up, senior attacker Jass-
mine Kezman put the ball in the 
back of the net for a 1-0 lead.

“We have a really talent-
ed team,” Kezman said. “It’s 
just a reminder that this is our 
12th game into the season and 
this was Pomona-Pitzer’s 24th 
game, so we have a lot of time 
and work to be done.” 

Back-and-forth play contin-

ued for a majority of the quar-
ter but by the final two minutes 
the Sagehens had put away three 
goals. 

With just a few seconds left 
on the clock, attacker Dani 
D’Andrea received a pass from 
utility player Abby Nunez and 
got the ball past the Sagehens’ 
goalie. 

Moving into the second quar-
ter, the Leopards were down 3-2.

“We went into this game to 
test the waters because we hav-
en’t played that many people in 
our conference and don’t really 
know where we stand,” D’An-
drea said. “We ended up playing 
better than expected and really 
came together.”

Right off the line, the Sage-
hens went in for the shot but 
goalie Kate Carlyle knocked it 
down, saving the Leopards from 
a larger deficit. 

However, junior center Nan-
cy Trinh drew an exclusion and 
the Sagehens were given a five 

meter penalty shot that was 
good. They extended their lead 
to 4-2.

Trinh came back for redemp-
tion when the Leopards were 
given a 6-on-5 opportunity.

The ball was passed around 
the Sagehens’ defense and se-
nior defensive attacker Sumi 
Rudisky set up Trinh to drill it 
in the goal.

“We had some good counter 
attack opportunities where we 
were up a player,” Rudisky said. 
“Overall we were attacking their 
team really well.”

The Leopards’ defense then 
started to pull away, allowing 
the Sagehens to fire two more 
goals into the cage.

It was not until the final two 
minutes of the half that Nunez 
assisted Kezman for a power 
play goal, but immediately after 
Pomona-Pitzer had a success-
ful power play, which made the 
score 7-4. 

Both teams got a final point 

on the board before they headed 
into the locker room. By half-
time the Sagehens led, 8-5.

The third quarter was quiet 
for the Leopards as they only 
put one point on the board after 
Kezman scored on a power play 
in the final minutes.

The Sagehens racked in two 
more goals as well and they 
entered the final quarter of the 
game with a score of 10-6.

Minutes into the fourth quar-
ter the Sagehens received a pow-
er play and acted on their man-
up opportunity, pushing their 
lead to 11-6.

At the halfway mark of the 
quarter, the Leopards drew an 
exclusion and Kezman skipped 
the ball past the goalie and tight-
ened up their deficit.

Shortly after, Kezman 
reached the back of the net once 
again and the Leopards began 
catching up, 11-8.

The Leopards had less than 
three minutes left in the game 

to achieve a three point come-
back to at least tie. However, 
the Sagehens’ quickness left the 
Leopards far behind as they put 
in three straight goals, leading 
14-8.

With 30 seconds left, D’An-
drea snuck one behind the goalie 
and the buzzer rang with a final 
score of 14-9.

“We could have tried a little 
harder to finish our possessions 
offensively but I think we came 
out with some good intensi-
ty and we have a lot to build 
on,” sophomore center Nanea 
Mattson said.

The Leopards hosted the 
Bucknell Bison Wednesday 
afternoon in a close 11-10 de-
feat. They will continue to 
practice as they take on Clare-
mont-Mudd-Scripps at 11 a.m. 
Saturday at the La Verne Aquat-
ic Center. 

Sarah Van Buskirk can be 
reached at sarah.vanbuskirk@
laverne.edu.



Aidan Balderas
Staff Writer

The La Verne baseball team’s 
offense took control of the game 
in a 28-6 blow out win against 
Whittier in a non-conference 
match-up on Friday at Ben 
Hines Field. 

Sophomore pitcher Nick 
Zolferino took the mound for 
the Leopards in his fifth game of 
the season. 

“The offense definitely 
helped a lot today, but my slider 
and fastball were good today,” 
Zolferino said. “Toward the end 
of the game I finally found my 
change up, which got me some 
key swings and misses.” 

The Leopards’ offense took 
an early lead by scoring two 
runs in the first started with an 
RBI triple from junior outfielder 
Brandon Shiota, who followed 
by scoring on a passed ball. 

“I feel really confident. Ev-
erything that I’ve been doing is 
paying off,” Shiota said. “I’ve 
been sticking to my plan since 
day one and hopefully the team 
can start swinging the bats like 
this consistently.” 

The Leopards added on in the 
second inning, scoring two more 
runs with the bases loaded and 
two outs to take a 4-0 lead. 

After Zolferino struck out 
two batters in the top of the 
third inning, the Poets answered  
back. A deep double to dead cen-
ter by senior catcher Mike Her-
nandez drove in a run but Zolfe-
rino got out of it striking out the 

next batter he faced.
In the bottom of the third in-

ning, the offense picked up right 
where it left off. Junior catcher 
Christian Killian hit an RBI sin-
gle, making the score 6-1. The 
Leopards then got a sacrifice fly 
from sophomore second base-
man Chase Siffert to put them 
up, 7-1. 

In the top of the fourth, Zolf-
erino settled in, getting a key 
double play to end the Poets’ 
threat, followed by a flyout to 
center. 

The top of the fifth was even 
better for Zolferino with him 

getting the last three batters out 
after a single.  

After a quiet inning offen-
sively in the fourth, the Leop-
ards exploded for 13 runs in the 
fifth inning to extend their lead 
to 20-1. Seven of those 13 runs 
scored were with two outs.   

Two home runs were hit in 
the inning, the first one being 
a three run shot by junior first 
baseman Tanner Siffert. 

“I was just trying to get the 
barrel head out on the ball, to 
catch it a little bit out in front,” 
Tanner Siffert said. “The coach-
es always talk about making 
adjustments during at-bats. I 
was able to go up there, make 
a couple of adjustments, and it 
paid off.” 

Junior first baseman John 
Bike, batting for Tanner Siffert 
the next time through the order, 
followed with a grand slam to 
pile on the runs for the Leopards. 

In the top of the sixth inning, 
the Poets managed a small ex-
plosion of their own to score five 
runs in response. 

This did not matter as the 
Leopards went on to finish the 
game scoring eight more runs, 
with the final score 28-6. 

“We had that one big in-
ning that put the game away, 
but overall I’m very happy that 
I got a lot of guys a chance to 
play,” head coach Scott Winter-
burn said. “This is baseball. The 
victory may be nice now, but we 
gotta get ready for the next one.”

The Leopards faced Pacific 
Lutheran the next day, splitting 
the doubleheader, losing 5-1 in 
the opener and winning the sec-
ond game, 11-1. La Verne also 
dropped a non-conference game 

to Cal Lutheran on Tuesday, 5-4.
The team is 10-3-1 overall 

and 3-0 in the Southern Califor-
nia Intercollegiate Athletic Con-
ference.

The Leopards open a 
three-game series at Clare-

mont-Mudd-Scripps at 2:30 
p.m. Friday. They will then host 
a doubleheader against the Stags 
at 11 a.m. Saturday.

Aidan Balderas can be 
reached at aidan.balderas@ 
laverne.edu.
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Leos’ bats stay red hot against Poets

William Zeus Hardy

Sophomore infielder Garrett Halbeisen gets a hit in the Leopards’ 
28-6 win against the Whittier Poets March 11 at Ben Hines Field. 

The Leopards remain undefeated in Southern California Intercolle-
giate Athletic Conference play.

La Verne 
scores 28 
in blowout

William Zeus Hardy

Sophomore pitcher Vincent Molina sends one towards the bat-
ter’s box for a Whittier batter. The Leopards take on Clare-
mont-Mudd-Scripps at 3 p.m. Friday as the start of a weekend con-
ference series.

EXERICSE PHYSIOLOGY TEACHER 
ASSISTANTS NEEDED FOR THE FALL SEMESTER

• We are recruiting Exercise Physiology Teaching assistants to work in 
the Kinesiology Human Performance Lab

• Apply your skills to help other students learn more about exercise 
physiology

• Gain professional experience and learn to teach
• Create your own research project. 
• You can earn up to 4 units in upper division credit (can be applied to 

satisfy advisor approved electives)
• Requirements:  

1 – Must be available from 9:00AM to 12:00PM OR 12:00PM to 
3:00PM 
2 – Must have at least a B in KINES 456L & a B- in KINES 456

BIOMECHANIC TEACHER ASSISTANTS 
NEEDED FOR THE FALL SEMESTER

• We are recruiting Biomechanic Teaching assistants to work in the 
Kinesiology Human Performance Lab

• Apply your skills to help other students learn more about biomechanics
• Gain professional experience and learn to teach
• Create your own research project. 
• You can earn up to 4 units in upper division credit (can be applied to 

satisfy advisor approved electives)
• Requirements: 

1 – Must be available from 8:35AM to 10:10AM on Tuesday & 
Thursday 
2 – Must have at least a B in KINES 323

For more information or to apply, call 909-524-7564
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