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Staff Writer

The University of La Verne’s 
Cultural and Natural History 
collections welcomed Nawang 
B. Phuntsog, professor of educa-
tion at California State Universi-
ty, Fullerton, as its fourth Influ-
ential Voices speaker at noon on 
Wednesday in the Quay Davis 
Executive Board Room. 

Phuntsog is a Tibetian exile 
currently living in the United 
States. He was here to share the 

efforts being made by the Tibet-
an people to keep their culture 
alive despite facing oppression 
from the Chinese Communist 
Party. 

“Tibet was caught in a bad 
geopolitical situation. A lot of 
countries had an interest in Ti-
bet,” said Phuntsog. “Tibet is 
strategically a very important 
country. It is the roof of the 
world and the origin of many 
rivers.”

Tibet was invaded by the 
Chinese government back in the 
1940’s and the government re-
located to India in 1951. There 
they quickly established schools 
for Tibetan children to learn 
about their culture, religion and 
language. 

Phuntsog said that they bene-
fited from India’s three language 
system which allowed Tibetan 

schools to teach children in Ti-
bet until the sixth grade. They 
then transition to learning all 
subjects in English. Phuntsong 
also added that schools in the 
United States could learn from 
this to promote bilingualism in 
the country. 

“It facilitates learning, like 
math and science and stuff like 
that,” said Phunsok. “It’s way 
easier to learn when you’re 
taught in a second language 
where as your mother tongue is 
another language.”

Promoting kids to be proud of 
their backgrounds also improves 
their performance in school ac-
cording to Phuntsog. He went  
on to say that if a child is hap-
py they will be able to pay bet-
ter attention in class and asked 
when has an unhappy child been 
able to enjoy what they were 

doing. To reaffirm this he gave 
the example of Tibetan children 
performing well academical-
ly while attending both public 
schools and “Tibetan Sunday 
school.” 

Phuntsog criticized China 
and claimed they were “oppor-
tunistic” despite destroying a lot 
of Tibetan history and banning 
its people from practicing their 
culture. China still sells tickets 

for tourists to come visit the 
area formerly known as Tibet, 
he said.

Ukraine was also mentioned 
during the talk. Phungstog said 
that along with thinking about 
the people who are suffering in 
Ukraine we should also remem-
ber about the animals that are 
suffering there. 

He also said that the presence 

Vincent M. Franco
Staff Writer

Campaigning has begun in 
the city of La Verne for the June 
7 city council elections, the first 
since a new state redistricting 
law established five geograph-
ical districts for council repre-
sentation.  

Up for grabs are Districts 1, 
3, and 4 with seven candidates 
campaigning for them. 

The new state law, designed 
to create more comprehensive 
representation of city constitu-
encies by requiring that council 
members be elected to represent 
cities by geographical districts, 
has changed the playing field for 
these elections, and will likely 
change the focus of council ac-
tivity going forward. 

The city of La Verne also 
established a new system for 
which council members from 
the city’s five geographic dis-
tricts will elect a mayor among 
themselves, instead of holding a 
mayoral election as was the pre-
vious policy. 

La Verne’s new districts 1, 2, 
and 5 are south of the 210 free-
way, containing Ramona Middle 
School and Bonita High School, 
ending at Frank G. Bonelli Park. 
Districts 3 and 4 are north of the 
210 freeway, including Baseline 
Road and reaching into the La 
Verne Foothills. 

Running for District 1 are 
senior project manager for the 
city of La Verne Muir Davis; 
and Steve Johnson, an insurance 
broker and former city council 
member for the city. 

Davis, who is also a senior 
advisor for business and pro-

cess improvement at Southern 
California Edison, wants to set 
La Verne onto a path of active 
transportation. 

“I’m helping, and I want to 
continue to help our communi-
ty with other means of environ-
mentally friendlier sustainable 
efforts to help people be able 
to be out and about on multiple 
modes of transportation,” Davis 
said. 

Methods like bike riding, 
skateboarding, walking, and 
running are some of those ef-
forts that Davis referred to. As a 
self-proclaimed math magician, 
Davis believes he can save this 
city money with sustainabili-
ty while conserving the city’s 
uniqueness. 

Johnson, a class of 1983 Uni-
versity of La Verne alumnus, 
wants to issue a local ballot mea-
sure for the November election 
to try and take La Verne back to 
four districts with one elected 
mayor, instead of five districts 
with rotating mayors.

“I believe that having an 
elected mayor is important, and 
that we should be able to choose 
as a resident who that person is,” 
Johnson said. 

Candidates Meshal “Kash” 
Kashifalghita and Joseph Gab-
aldon are running for District 3. 

Kashifalghita, a law enforce-
ment officer and major in the 
Army Reserves, wants to prior-
itize public safety but also bring 
back together the community of 
La Verne. He emphasized the 
importance of communication 
and the good it can bring to the 
city. 

“Really, the biggest issue 
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Leopards split doubleheader 

Jashelle Ranson

La Verne junior utility player Marissa Acosta 
cheers on her team from first base during the 
matchup against Claremont-Mudd-Scripps on 
Saturday at Campus West. The Leopards split 

the doubleheader, winning game one 5-4 fol-
lowed by a 5-3 loss in game two. Their record 
now stands 6-3 in the Southern California Inter-
collegiate Athletic Conferencee, second place.

New districts alter 
city council race

Tibetan culture survives through education

Continued on page 3
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The award-winning Campus Times 
online edition is updated throughout 
the week with event coverage and 
breaking news.

Visit lvcampustimes.org for cur-
rent and past stories, and additional 
columns and blogs.

You can like us on Facebook 
and follow us on Twitter @lvcampustimes and Instagram  
@campustimes for all the latest updates on local and on-cam-
pus news. Send us story ideas over social media or email to 
ctimes@laverne.edu.
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The Campus Times is 

committed to accuracy. 
When we make mistakes, 
however, it is our policy 
to correct them as soon 
as they are brought to 
our attention. If you find 
a mistake in the Campus 
Times, please let us know 
at ctimes@laverne.edu.
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Professor examines link 
between art, happiness

Jingyao Liang

Professor of Organizational Leadership Yvette Latunde talks about 
the importance of the arts in her academic career at the faculty lec-
ture Tuesday in the Quay Davis Executive Board Room. Latunde 
also discussed her latest book, “Equitable by Design.”

Yvette Latunde, co-director 
of the Center for Educational 
Equity and Intercultural Re-
search, presented her lecture, 
“How the Arts Enhance My 
Academic Life,” Tuesday in the 
Quay Davis Executive Board 
Room. Latunde spoke in part of 
the La Verne Academy’s weekly 
faculty lecture series, where five 
students attended in person and 
12 people attended online. 

Jason Neidleman, professor 
of political science and ULV 
Academy member, introduced 
and welcomed Latunde, who is 
also a professor of organization-
al leadership.

She began by acknowledging 
the Tongva nation, whose land 
the University sits on. 

“This is supposed to be infor-
mal and fun,” Latunde said. 

She encouraged people to in-
teract and ask questions during 
her presentation. 

She discussed art, defined as 
the expression or application of 
human creative skills, as a way 
to tell marginalized stories, con-
nect people and maintain a hap-

py life. 
“It’s healing for me to be the 

midwife to other people’s sto-
ries,” Latunde said. 

She said she sees art as a way 
to express stories and perspec-
tives that are often dismissed. 
Latunde also said she sees artist-
ry in many things. She said that 
her family connects through and 
makes time for art. 

“There’s not a week that goes 
by that we’re not at a library, a 
museum or a botanical garden,” 
Latunde said.

She spoke particularly about 
literature as art. She mentioned 
the books that she has written 
as well as shared some books 
that she found especially helpful 
with the audience members. 

“I use art to help me to go 
with the grief and to stay full 
of joy so that when I sit down 
to write I have clarity…I have 
openness,” Latunde said. 

She said she uses art to fill 
her cup each day. 

Latunde said that sometimes 
what is called a writer’s block is 
actually an emotional block. She 

uses art to get over that feeling. 
Near the end of her presen-

tation, she showed the audience 
the cover of one of her books,  
“Equitable by Design.” It is her 
latest and she said it is the favor-
ite book she has written. 

She and the audience dis-
cussed the design of and imag-
ery on the cover page and how it 
communicated what the scholar-
ship inside says. 

The cover illustration fea-
tures a boy is raising his hand in 
a classroom, eager to learn, with 
a stained glass background that 
suggests he is not alone and has 
a community standing behind 
and supporting him. The book 
is about using an abundance of 
resources to support students in 
Black families. 

She said she keeps her mes-
sage positive and only presents 
evidence-based practices and 
ways to support Black students 
in her writing, rather than writ-
ing about any disparities or 
achievement gaps in the school 
system.

—Olivia Modarelli

City council...
Continued from page 1

here in our city is that there’s 
people that just don’t want to 
have any sort of conversation 
with others, especially their 
neighbors. It’s like we’re divid-
ed,” said Kashifalghita.

Gabaldon is another candi-
date who is not happy about 
the state law enacting council 
member districts. He said he 
sees himself as one of the people 
and not just a politician, which 
he said will give him the upper 
hand in this election. 

Running for District 4, the 
farthest north of the five dis-
tricts, are Tim Hepburn, Richard 
Gill, and Estella V. Maldonado.

Hepburn, La Verne’s current 
mayor, is concerned with public 
safety and public works. 

“Even though it’s going to 
be five districts, I will support 
every single resident in this city 
as I’ve done in the last many 
years,” Hepburn said.

Gill, one of the least experi-
enced in city politics of the can-
didates, is a videographer, who 
has spent plenty of time in city 
hall taping city council meet-

ings. 
Though this is his only expe-

rience with city government, he 
believes it has taught him the ba-
sic skills needed to be an elected 
official. 

Estella V. Maldonado, a se-
curity engineer and cyber risk 
management and disaster recov-
ery program manager at Delta 
Dental of California, is another 
candidate with no city govern-
ment experience, but she has 
over 30 years of experience in 
managing big tech projects for 
major companies. That same 
experience is what she believes 
will help her bring something 
different to the table, compared 
to her opponents. 

Since being added to the ros-
ter of candidates, Maldonado 
has gone to neighbors, business-
es, and schools to figure out their 
needs, in order to figure out the 
needs of the city at large. 

The La Verne city council 
election will take place June 7. 

Vincent M. Franco can be 
reached at vincent.franco@ 
laverne.edu.
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The Wilson Library hosted 
the annual Book Day day event, 
a celebration of University of 
La Verne authors Tuesday via 
zoom. 

Roughly 30 community 
members attended to honor five 
faculty members who recently 
published books.

This year’s authors were 
Allyson Brantley, assistant 
professor of history and author 
of “Brewing a Boycott,” pub-
lished in 2021; Issam Ghazza-
wi, professor of management 
and author of “Danilo and the 
Chocolate Hills,” published in 
2022; Benjamin Jenkins, Uni-
versity archivist, assistant pro-
fessor of history and author of 
“California’s Citrus Heritage,” 
published in 2021, Marcia God-

win, professor of public admin-
istration and co-author of “The 
Roads to Congress 2020: Cam-
paigning in the Era of Trump 
and COVID-19”; and Sylvia 
Mac, assistant professor of edu-
cation and author of “Neoliber-
alism and Inclusive Education: 
Students with Disabilities in the 
Education Marketplace,” pub-
lished in 2021. 

For the first half of the pre-
sentation, participants were di-
vided into breakout groups for 
informal discussion with the 
various authors. 

Brantley’s book is about one 
of the longest consumer boy-
cotts in U.S. history – of Coors 
Beer. 

“It took me about 10 years 
to research this book,” Brantley 

said.
Ghazzawi’s book, a fiction-

al story about a child on a trip 
through the “mystical chocolate 
hills” in the Philippines, came 
about as “ a hobby of mine,” 
Ghazzawi said. 

Jenkin’s “California’s Cit-
rus Heritage,” a photographic 
book, focuses on the history of 
immigrants who worked in the 
citrus industry and helped build 
the California economy.

“We’re lucky today that all 
our smartphones have the tech-
nology to tag times and loca-
tions.”

For more information on 
these books, visit the Wilson 
Library on campus or online at 
library.laverne.edu.

—Joslyn Aguilar

Book Day event features 
history, politics and fiction

of media made a large dif-
ference for Ukraine because the 
lack of media has allowed China 
to get away with all of the atto-
ricities it has committed to the 
Tibetan people. 

“It was pretty nice to know 
about Tibetan history and how 
China is really controlling them 
through the Dalai Lama and ban-
ning them from practicing their 
culture. I’m really happy I came 
here” said freshman mathemat-
ics major Alexander Jimenez.

“What I like about this is that 
we are taking people doing ex-
traordinary things because I’m 
trying to teach the students that 
they too can make a difference,” 
said Cultural and Natural His-

tory Collections Curator Anne 
Collier.

“I believe that the lecture 
today was very informative for 
someone who has little to no ex-
perience of anything outside of 
U.S. politics or anything that’s 
on mainstream media so hav-
ing the talk. It was interesting to 
see, his eyes really lit up when 
he was speaking about the (art) 
pieces because I’m an artist, so I 
understand the feeling of letting 
the piece speak for itself rather 
than having a description next to 
it,” said sophomore child devel-
opment major Monica Cruz.

Pedro Isao Mori can be 
reached at pedro.mori@ 
laverne.edu.

Jingyao Liang

Tibetan educator Nawang B. Phuntsog discusses the resilience 
of Tibetan culture among the exiled at the University’s Cultural 
and Natural History Collections’ Influential Voices speaker series 
Wednesday in the Quay Davis Executive Board Room. Phuntsog is a 
long-time campaigner for justice and dignity among exiled Tibetans 
in northern India and a friend of the 14th Dalai Lama.

Tibetan culture...
Continued from page 1

Coffee with Cops

Drake Ingram

Los Angeles Police Department Officer Daniel 
Lee talks with students about the public percep-
tion of police officers and the changes needed 
to better serve in a more peaceful and effective 
way at the Coffee With Cops event April 6 at 
the Center of Multicultural Services. The event 

was a way for University of La Verne students 
and faculty to engage and get to know police 
officers in a more casual setting. Los Angeles 
Police Department is Officer Trevor Conley 
also participated in the event. Coffee with Cops 
was also sponsored by Black Student Services.



Yulissa Chavez
Staff Writer

The University’s Office of 
First Generation and Peer Men-
toring held the second session 
of its new monthly series of the 
semester, Our Stories, featuring 
Ngoc Bui, associate dean of the 
College of Arts and Sciences 
and professor of psychology, 
and Zion Grant-Freeman, se-
nior psychology major and peer 
mentor, on Tuesday.

The series highlights impact-
ful voices across campus and is 
used to affirm that everyone’s 
story matters.

Around 15 students and fac-
ulty members attended the event, 
which included lunch, and be-
gan with an activity to reflect on 
different cultural identities.

A plastic stand was placed at 
each table that displayed some 
questions including “What iden-
tities are you most connected 
to?” and  “What identities have 
the greatest effect on how others 
perceive you?” 

Then Bui shared her story 
of how her parents immigrated 
from Vietnam to a refugee camp 
in the Philippines when she was 
2. The camp provided them the 
opportunity to move to Califor-
nia through a church sponsor-
ship, which began her American 
education journey. 

As a first-generation college 
student, Bui reflected on how 
making friends was an important 
part of her finding opportunities. 

“My attitude then was to 
meet as many people as I could 
and say yes to as many opportu-
nities as I could to start building 
those connections,” said Bui.

Grant-Freeman moderated 
the conversation to touch on 

topics around being a first-gen-
eration student, labels, and lead-
ership. 

Bui said that first generation 
students should not be held back 
by the first generation label.

“I want students to see them-
selves as leaders, contributors, 
and engaged in the things (they) 
do – not having that be (their) 
label or identity.”

Spotlighting an accomplished 
faculty member was impactful 
for the student audience as they 
learned more about how similar 
the stories of the professors who 
teach them can be to their own. 

“Having a faculty member 
speak was cool because you 
see (them) and you don’t really 
think that they went through the 
same experiences or they have 

the same background as you,” 
said sophomore business major 
Jesse McEntire. 

“You need to put yourself out 
there to gain more experience in 
order to be the person you want 
to be,” said junior business ma-
jor Brenna Jaime. 

Students also reflected on 
how they can apply Bui’s advice 
and experiences to their own ed-

ucational journey.
“She explained her experi-

ence of making many friends, 
saying yes to everything and 
(gaining) new opportunities, 
which is what I am thinking of 
doing,” said freshman ELS stu-
dent Mibuki Uno. 

Yulissa Chavez can be 
reached at yulissa.chavez@ 
laverne.edu.

Power sports rev up at the Fairplex

Yulissa Chavez
Staff Writer

The Fairplex in Pomona held 
the California Power Sports 
Expo on March 26 and March 
27. This event united outdoor 
sports and adventure brands 
through vendor booths, the Na-
tional Championships for hy-
drogen-powered remote control 
car races, a car show, and other 
activities.

Around 100 people attended 
the event, some controlling their 
remote cars beside them as they 
walked around the expo halls 

and others browsed the approxi-
mate 50 vendors inside the expo 
hall selling sports cars and ac-
cessories, all-natural seasonings, 
and insurances, to name a few. 

“We are displaying some 
of our trucks and parts for the 
show,” said Tom Allen, vice 
president of RC4WD, a Silicon 
Valley-based automotive model 
products company. “We have 
some show specials on trucks 
and we are doing a demonstra-
tion for people to drive one of 
our 124 scale trucks.”

The RC4WD booth featured 
an interactive opportunity to 
drive electronic versions of their 
trucks on a mountain slope made 
out of styrofoam and drywall 
mud.

“We’ve been having a lot of 
fun with a lot of kids and par-
ents interacting with a part of the 
demo course,” Allen said. 

Apart from vehicles, outdoor 

gear and educational services 
were also being showcased by 
vendors. 

With the high-energy activi-
ties like power sports comes the 
importance of safety in mind.

Self-Reliance Medical pro-
moted their medical training and 
tools with a mannequin and su-
ture practice pads at their booth.

“These mannequins and 
demonstrations show how to 
do wound packing, wound ban-
daging, how to put a tourniquet, 
and anything of how to work out 
of our kits,” said Chris Jaime, 
representative of Self-Reliance 
Medical.

Vendors that are not tradi-
tionally associated with sports 
expos, such as scuba diving, 
were out trying to expand their 
audience with their suits on dis-
play and a wheel with prizes in-
cluding $200 gift cards, a night 
dive course, and t-shirts.

“It is not the normal industry 
we would usually market to and 
we wanted to see if we could 
involve ourselves in other in-
dustries where other people also 
seek adventure because scuba 
diving is all about seeking ad-
venture,” said Alexandra Kahler, 
assistant scuba instructor at Scu-
ba Schools of America.

The outside area of the expo 
had about 10 cars painted, mod-
ified, and with props on display 
to replicate famous cars from 
films. 

Among these were the Ju-
rassic Park green and red Ford 
Explorer with a triceratops an-
imatronic on its hood and the 
bright yellow Pizza Planet Toyo-
ta pickup with a pizza order and 
Woody from “Toy Story” cut out 
right beside it.

“The painting side of the 
hobby is something I have been 
trying to get into and I saw some 

of the stuff here so that was real-
ly interesting,” said Eddie Zepe-
da, resident of Pacoima.

The second expo hall of the 
event held the Horizon Hydro-
gen Grand Prix California State 
Final where students raced fu-
el-celled powered RC cars that 
they engineered, designed, and 
built on their own.

“This is an endurance race 
with RC cars powered by hy-
drogen alone and for this race, 
which is the State Champion we 
are allowed two batteries and 
sixteen hydrogen sticks which 
through the system called the 
hydrogen fuel cell system turn it 
into energy for an electro reac-
tion,” said Joshua Kelley, team 
lead for Edison. 

For more information, visit 
capowersportsexpo.com. 

Yulissa Chavez can be 
reached at yulissa.chavez@ 
laverne.edu.
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Vintage car lovers meet up at Twilight Cruise

Nathan Driscoll

Tom Tucker, co-owner of Tucker Tire Company, helps his friend 
Paul Dafund park a 1965 Mustang at the Twilight Cruise on 
Wednesday at the Fairplex in Pomona. The monthly event, spon-

sored by the National Hot Rod Association, lets people bring their 
cars every month to enjoy a night of music and vintage autos. The 
next Twilight Cruise will be May 4.

Bui gives advice to first generation students

RC cars 
race in 
Grand Prix



A crowd of about 150 
people gathered in 
downtown Pomona 

at the go-to live music venue 
The Glass House for a night of 
melodious music by Austra-
lian band Good Morning and 
their two supporting acts, Los 
Angeles band Massage and To-
ronto-based PACKS, April 1. 

Excited chatter filled down-
town Pomona’s already-bus-
tling atmosphere as fans lined 
up outside the venue waiting to 
be let in.

“I heard about the event 
through the app ‘Go Dis-
co’ which curates music 
events around the area,” said 
Brentwood resident Emmie 
Fitz-Gibbon. 

Long-time Good Morning 
listener Amelie Missig drove 
all the way from Sherman 
Oaks to be at the show.

“We listened to them (Good 
Morning) a lot when we were 
in ninth grade,” said Missig. 
“This is the first concert I’ve 
attended since the beginning 
of the pandemic and I’m really 
excited to see what the night 
has in store.”

Doors opened at 7 p.m. with 
a check of COVID vaccination 
and ID, and the first band took 
the stage at 8 p.m.

The head-nodding and 
foot-tapping began as soon 
as Massage hit the stage and 
strummed the first guitar chord 
to their 2021 release “Half a 
Feeling.” 

With soft vocals harmoniz-
ing to jangle pop tunes, the 
quintet eased the audience of 
music lovers into a night of in-
die excellence.

After every song, the audi-
ence’s loud claps and cheers 
echoed throughout the venue.

Massage guitarist and vo-
calist Alex Naidus emphasized 
how the band got a lot of energy from the 
enthusiastic crowd and their reactions.

“The audience was incredibly pos-
itive,” said Naidus. “It was just good 
vibes emanating.”

Naidus also talked about the amazing 
music facility that The Glass House of-
fers.

“A lot of places we’ve played in the 
past aren’t as professional as this venue 
so when we strummed the guitars and the 
sound was coming in loud and clear, it 
was awesome,” Naidus said.

PACKS took the stage next and kept 
the audience entertained with their in-
die-rock filled setlist featuring songs 

from their 2021 studio album “Take the 
Cake.” Cool-toned ambient lighting and 
smooth bass riffs transported the audi-
ence to the nostalgic era of early 2000s 
garage rock.

The airy yet soulful vocals of the Ca-
nadian band’s lead vocalist Madeline 
Link paired perfectly with her band-
mates’ heavy guitar strumming and 
rhythmic drumming. 

Although the concert was general ad-
mission, people still kept respectful dis-
tance from each other so everyone had 
their own space to enjoy and sway to the 
music. A balcony area is also available 
for those who want to enjoy a more com-
fortable view away from the crowd. 

Merch such as shirts and vinyl records 
from all three of the bands was available 
at a booth on the balcony.

As the last performer of the night, 
Good Morning made a humorous en-
trance to 50 Cent’s “Candy Shop” as 
their background music.

The duo, consisting of Stefan Blair 
and Liam Parsons, along with three sup-
porting band members, brought a piece 
of Australia to Pomona by performing 
beachy guitar riffs and catchy choruses 
throughout their 90-minute set.

In particular, their most popular re-
lease “Warned You,” which has garnered 
almost 70 million streams on Spotify, 
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Carlson Gallery

The Irene Carlson Gal-
lery of Photography in 
Miller Hall is currently dis-
playing “Unbound: Senior 
Thesis Exhibition.”

The exhibit runs through 
May 30. 

An artist walk-through 
will take place from 5 p.m. 
to 6 p.m. May 12. 

Admission is free.

‘Working!  
A Musical’

The University of La 
Verne departments of the-
ater and music will show-
case “Working! A Musical” 
April 22-24 and April 28-
May 1 in Dailey Theatre. 
The production is based 
on interviews conducted 
by Studs Terkel on average 
working class people.

 Admission is $5.
For more information 

and dates visit laverne.edu/
event/working-a-musical/
all.

‘Parisian 
Ecologies’

The Benton Museum 
of Art at Pomona Col-
lege is currently showing 
“Parisian Ecologies: The 
City Transformed in Nine-
teenth-Century Prints and 
Drawings.” The exhibit 
highlights the urban de-
velopment that Paris un-
derwent in the mid 19th 
century and the ecological 
repercussions of those de-
velopments through draw-
ings.

The show runs through 
June 25. Admission is free.

For times and reserva-
tions visit pomona.edu/
museum.

Ceramic 
Exhibition

The 77th Annual Ceram-
ic Exhibition is on display 
at the Ruth Chandler Wil-
liamson Gallery at Scripps 
College in Claremont. The 
exhibit will feature works 
from artists like Sahar 
Khoury, who makes mostly 
abstract pieces. It will run 
through April 17. The clos-
ing reception will be from 7 
to 9 p.m. Wednesday.

Admission is free.
For more information 

visit rcwg.scrippscollege.
edu.

—Liliana Castañeda

HAppenings Good Morning sings

Into the night
by Hien Nguyen

photography by 
Natalie Medrano

Stefan Blair, vocalist and guitarist for 
Good Morning, takes the stage April 1 at 
the Glass House in Pomona. The Mel-

bourne-based singer hung a koala on his 
mic stand to bring a part of home to the 
duo’s North American tour. 

Continued on page 7



Megan Mojica
Staff Writer

Four artists from Hiroshi-
ma are exploring the cultural, 
political, and social impacts of 
the United States’ bombings of 
Hiroshima and Nagaski during 
World War II in the exhibition 
“Each Day Begins with the Sun 
Rising” through installations, 
drawings, paintings and video 
in the Benton Museum of Art at 
Pomona College.

In collaboration with Hiroshi-
ma City University, the Benton 
Museum is featuring contempo-
rary Japanese artists and alumni 
Megumi Fukuda, Taro Furukata, 
Genki Isayama and Kana Kou.

The exhibition consists of 
Fukuda’s installation “Each Day 
Begins with the Sun Rising and 
Ends with the Sun Setting,” Fu-
rukata’s installation “The Moth-
er and the Little Boy,” Isayama’s 
single-channel video screen and 
the multi-channel video “Ob-
jects” and Kou’s “Beautiful 
Limit.”

Upon entering the exhibition 
guests are greeted with Furu-
kata’s installation consisting of 
discarded household items be-
ing illuminated by solar panels 
next to Kou’s large lush mural 
depicting the landscape of the 
Seto Inland Sea. 

As guests continue through 
the exhibition, they are met with 
Isayama’s videos that illuminate 
the room with hues of purple 
and blue through decay. 

Followed by that is Furuka-
ta’s collection of historically 
significant items displayed upon 
tables. 

Senior curator Rebecca Mc-
Grew said the exhibition is 
about the engagement of hope 
with history. 

“It’s important to talk about 
the artist work through the lens 
of creativity and hope but not 
just the harshness of the envi-
ronment degradation and the 

horrific bombings,” McGrew 
said.

Isayama said the exhibit re-
minds viewers of the history of 
the atomic bombing and war, 
but he believes it is not limited 
to these issues. 

In an email interview with 
Isayama, who is currently in Ja-
pan, he said he has the impres-
sion that there are many works 
that allow people to view one 
another in the ecosystem. 

“In a society where things 
that used to be outside of the 
ecosystem, such as the atomic 
bomb, have become common-
place since they entered the 
ecosystem,” Isayama said. “It is 
important for me to be aware of 
how the day begins with the ris-
ing of the sun, and how we can 
feel the universally given phe-

nomenon.” 
Isayama said his work is 

based on the theme of what state 
of being is the meaning of exis-
tence as a living organism, rath-
er than the self created by soci-
ety and status. 

“As everything is monocul-
ture and reproduced, the only 
thing I find original is the decay 
of my own body and the pas-
sage of time in which it decays,” 
Isayama said. “The passage of 
time is the ultimate rule given 
to all living things from birth 
to death, and each of us has our 
own ‘passage of time.’” 

Isayama chose to present this 
idea through two videos in the 
exhibit that portray disintegrat-
ing objects. 

On the one single channel 
video screen, viewers can see 

a gradient of yellow, orange, 
pink, and purple decay while on 
“Objects” the viewer watches as 
multiple porcelain objects disin-
tegrate.

“He talks about the passage 
of time and what does the pas-
sage of time mean, and what 
does decay mean,” McGrew 
said. “For me it’s very moving 
to look at his work and it’s hard-
er to put in exact words.” 

The history is complicat-
ed, delicate, and very fraught, 
so McGrew said she wanted to 
work with the artist to leave it up 
to the viewer to find the connec-
tions in the pieces. 

Nilo Naraghi, visitor services 
manager, said she definitely rec-
ommends other people to come 
view the exhibit. 

“It’s really important to think 

about nuclear energy and nucle-
ar fallout, especially now,” said 
Naraghi.

“Since we have our own ex-
periences but we see on the oth-
er side of the world kind of give 
their stories and I think it’s very 
important for us to listen,” Mad-
dy Woodward, visitor services 
coordinator, said.

The exhibit runs through 
June 25. The Benton Museum of 
Art at Pomona College is open 
Tuesday through Saturday from 
2 p.m. to 6 p.m., located at 120 
W. Bonita Ave., Claremont.

For more information, visit 
www.pomona.edu/museum/
exhibitions/2022/each-day-be-
gins-sun-rising

Megan Mojica can be 
reached at megan.mojica@ 
laverne.edu.
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Exhibit explores Hiroshima reality

‘About Place’ finds the importance of home
Megan Mojica
Staff Writer

Almost two years after its 
planned opening was postponed 
by the pandemic, the “About 
Place” exhibition was opened 
to the community in the Harris 
Gallery last month. 

“About Place” features works 
from nine female artists includ-
ing Heini Aho, Tanya Aguñiga, 
Tanya Brodsky, Sandra Calvo, 
T.J. Dedeaux-Norris, Ashley 
Hagen, Reneé Lotenero, Sandra 
Mann and Kyoco Taniyama. 

These nine artists explore 
ideas of place as geography, ar-
chitecture, the environment, mi-
gration and home through medi-
ums like sculpture, photography, 
video and installation.

The artists come from a va-
riety of cultural and geographi-
cal backgrounds including Fin-
land, Germany, Japan, Mexico, 
and different regions within the 

United States. 
Dion Johnson, director of art 

galleries, said it is wonderful to 
see all the artists come together 
to deliver such a powerful mes-
sage. 

“Working with a lot of dif-
ferent artists is very important 
because we do want to provide 
the campus community, art ma-
jors and anyone who comes to 
our campus to visit the gallery a 
unique viewing experience that 
brings multiple voices,” Johnson 
said. 

Curator Ichiro Irie said he 
chose this group of artists be-
cause he noticed that all of their 
works related to geography, the 
relation of home and memories 
connected to certain locations. 

Hagen’s wooden installation 
entitled “Home” is a two part 
piece consisting of a staircase 
connected to a house in a variety 
of bright colors to dark inspired 
by her previous neighborhood in 

Van Nuys and other places she 
lived and dreamt of visiting. 

Hagen said the piece is about 
a place in time for herself but 
she also hopes that viewers can 
also reflect on the memories of 
the places they have been. 

“I have all of these memories 
of different places I have lived 
in and there’s bits and moments 
and pieces from these places in 
my life that I’ve visited or have 
been to or dreamt about,” said 
Hagen. 

Taniyama is not originally 
from La Verne but for this ex-
hibit she chose to research and 
center her piece around the his-
tory of the city. Taniyma’s sound 
sculpture deals with audio relat-
ing to La Verne’s once thriving 
agricultural orange-growing in-
dustry, using sounds taken from 
a modern orange packing house 
in Riverside. 

Taniyama said she was in-
spired by the labor situation, 

sound and her own experience 
working in a factory in her piece.

“I would like to return some 
emotion or some feeling to au-
diences so I would like to deal 
with the local history or charac-
ter of the area,” Taniyama said. 

Johnson said he thinks the 
exhibit is really an opportunity 
to connect. 

“All the artists work from a 
very sort of personal place and 
there’s a joy and a generosi-
ty in that where you’re invited 
to come and see their world,” 
Johnson said. 

Although the pieces within 
the exhibition come from wom-
en artists, Irie said it was by 
coincidence, but a part of him 
wanted to subvert expectations. 

“I don’t think there are super 
obvious signifiers that it’s a show 
with all female artists,” said Irie. 
“But if you read into the work I 
think you can see a lot of issues 
that deal with gender as well but 

I don’t think it’s something you 
are going to think about the mo-
ment you walk into the show.” 

The exhibition is open to 
view at the Harris Gallery in 
the Landis Academic Center 
through May 12 and a catalog 
will also be released in the near 
future.

For more information, visit 
artsci.laverne.edu/art/exhibi-
tion/about-place. 

Megan Mojica can be 
reached at megan.mojica@ 
laverne.edu.

Keiko Winther-Tamaki and Bert Winther-Tamaki of Irvine exam-
ine the details in the landscape drawing by artist Kana Kou at Po-

mona College’s Benton Museum of Art. The drawing is part of the 
“Each Day Begins with the Sun Rising” that runs through June 25. 

 Darcelle Jones-Wesley

It’s Not Your Fault.

1.800.656.HOPE
National Sexual 
Assault Hotline

Free. Confidential. 24/7.

(Operated by RAINN)
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Track teams finish 
strong at 2 meets

Jashelle Ranson

Sophomore Andrea Camacho and senior Michelle 
Adanto run side by side in the women’s 800 me-
ter race during the SCIAC No. 2 meet Saturday 

at Claremont-Mudd-Scripps. Camacho finished 
16th with 2:37.77 and Adanto finished 20th with 
2:48.25.

Sarah Van Buskirk
Sports Editor

The men’s and women’s track 
and field teams competed in the 
SCIAC No. 2 meet at Claremont 
Mudd-Scripps on Saturday with 
a few athletes hitting the top of 
the leaderboards.

The Leopards also competed 
in the three day Westmont Clas-
sic March 24 through 26, for a 
record setting weekend.

In the Westmont Classic, ath-
letes competing in the combined 
events traveled to Santa Barba-
ra for the first two days of the 
weekend meet. 

The final day, the majority 
of the team contested at Point 
Loma Nazarene. 

The women’s track and field 
had a place setting sister duo, as 
freshman Mira Juncaj and junior 
Vera Juncaj from the combined 
events both put themselves on 
the La Verne top performers 
lists.

“After the 100-meter hurdles 
I had got a PR and I was in the 
best mood,” Vera Juncaj said. 
“That decided the rest of the 
meet for me.”

Vera Juncaj’s time of 16.78 
established her on the all-time 
list for the heptathlon, a sev-
en-event competition.

During Mira Juncaj’s first 
collegiate race in Point Loma, 
she placed herself on the top list 
for the 100-meter hurdles with a 
time of 15.38. 

“Before the meet I was very 
nervous because it was like 
my first official time doing the 
100-meter hurdles in a while,” 
Mira Juncaj said.

“After the meet I felt really 
accomplished and it was a really 
good day,” she said.

Mira Juncaj continued her 
hot streak placing third in the 
SCIAC meet for the 100-meter 
hurdles with a time of 15.48 and 
tied for first in the high jump at 
1.55 meters.

On the men’s side of the SCI-
AC meet in Claremont, the La 
Verne 4x100-meter relay team 
of freshman Ivan Estrada, soph-
omore Dante Carter, sophomore 
Kenneth Davis and freshman 
Zachary Reid finished second 
with 43.99.

Estrada also finished fourth 
in the 400-meter at 50.91. Car-
ter led the La Verne men in the 
100-meter with a fifth place fin-
ish of 11.13.

Freshman T.K. Berhe fin-
ished eighth in the 1,500-meter 
with a time of 4:02.90.

He was immediately fol-
lowed by two other La Verne 
runners, sophomore Jared Al-
baugh at 4:03.03 and freshman 
Jose Reyes at 4:03.14.

Albaugh also placed sixth in 
the 800-meter at 2:00.21.

Davis was La Verne’s top 
long jumper for the men, finish-
ing third at 6.06m.

For the women, freshman 
Ha’ani Untalan finished third at 
4.72m.

Junior David Lara threw for 
42.72m in the men’s javelin, 
good for third place.

The Leopards will contin-
ue their conference run as they 
travel to Pomona-Pitzer on Fri-
day.

They will compete in the 
Bryan Clay Invitational at Azu-
sa Pacific April 15 and then host 
the SCIAC No. 3 meet April 16 
at Ortmayer Stadium.

Sarah Van Buskirk can be 
reached at sarah.vanbuskirk@
laverne.edu.

Eric Esquibel
Staff Writer

It has been a winning two 
weeks for the women’s water 
polo team.

The Leopards took down the 
Chapman Panthers, 15-11, in 
their final stretch of Southern 
California Intercollegiate Ath-
letic Conference games March 
30 at the La Verne Aquatic Cen-
ter. 

That same day, the Leopards 
also strolled past Occidental in 
a high-scoring 17-9 win. The 
following games, the Leopards 
went on the road to Redlands on 
Saturday to face-off against the 
Bulldogs, beating them, 15-9. 
On the road they handed another 
loss to the Caltech Beavers in a 
15-5 win Wednesday. 

“We’re right in the mix of it 
right now with our conference. 
We are in control of our own 
destiny,” Leopards head coach 
Pat Beemer said. “Chapman’s 
always a wild card in our con-
ference. We had the confidence 
that we have the depth to handle 

them. Early on we were able to 
control the pace of the game.”

The first period started 
against Chapman and the Leop-
ards were on the board first. Ju-
nior center Nancy Trinh made it 
into the cage off two consecutive 
passes but Chapman quickly an-
swered back and scored. 

The Leopards did not lose 
their momentum after a failed 
drive toward the cage and passed 
it over the Panthers, allowing 
utility player Abby Nunez to 
score a goal. The Panthers again 
answered back but the Leopards 
had already started letting their 
offensive flow run, they scored 
three goals all back-to-back. 

Heading into the second 
quarter, the Leopards had a two-
point lead and the momentum on 
their side. Nunez started off the 
quarter with another goal, wid-
ening the gap for the Panthers to 
come back.

Senior attacker Sumi Rudisky 
got her first points of the game in 
the second period. She ended the 
game with three goals on seven 
shots, and one assist. 

“I think we did pretty well 
overall as a team, we had a few 
mishaps but pulled together re-
ally well,” Rudisky said. “The 
Whittier game I believe was the 
turning point for not only me but 
also the team. It gives us confi-
dence that we have the ability to 
be competitive against the top 
teams in our league.”

In the second half the Leop-
ards repeated the start of their 
first half as Trinh scored the first 
goal, quickly giving them more 
control of the game. 

The third quarter was exact-
ly like the first quarter as the 
Leopards scored five goals and 
the Panthers were kept to three 
goals this period. 

The Leopards went into the 
fourth period with a comfortable 
five point lead but the Panthers 
scored back-to-back goals at the 
beginning of the quarter. The ef-
fort was not enough against the 
Leopards as they tacked on two 
more goals in the final quarter. 

“We are a very strong team 
and we have the ability to exe-
cute, we have the ability to beat 

the other schools in our league,” 
Rudisky said. “I think we can do 
it. It’s just about putting in the 
hard work and grinding it out 
these next few weeks.” 

The Leopards have three 
games remaining in their season 
with high hopes of making it to 

the postseason. They are cur-
rently 6-5 in the Southern Cal-
ifornia Intercollegiate Athletic 
Conference. They next face off 
against Cal Lutheran in a home 
game at 4 p.m. Wednesday.

Eric Esquibel can be reached 
at eric.esquibel@laverne.edu.

Leopards start streak with win over Panthers

Good Morning...
Continued from page 5

had the crowd passionately sing-
ing along to the words. 

Besides entertaining the 
crowd with strong vocal per-
formances and easy-listening 
instrumentals, Blair and Parsons 
weaved in witty remarks and 
interacted with everyone in be-
tween songs. 

With each performance, the 
duo told an anecdotal story or 
exchanged words with the fans 
before beginning the number.

“They made an effort to re-
ciprocate to the crowd which is 
really cool,” said Ontario resi-
dent Brandon Ramirez. “Not a 
lot of bands usually do that.”

Ramirez had heard of Good 
Morning prior to the show but 
walked away at the end of the 
night buying his first piece of 
merchandise to support the 
band– a vinyl record of their 
2014 album “Shawcross.”

The Pomona stop marks the 
Melbourne-based duo’s sec-
ond destination in their North 
American tour, which started on 
March 31 in San Diego and will 
continue throughout the United 
States and Canada until May 7 
when they return to Los Angeles 
for a final show at The Belasco.

Hien Nguyen can be reached 
at hien.nguyen2@laverne.edu.



Sarah Van Buskirk
Sports Editor

The baseball team continued 
to dominate in Southern Cali-
fornia Intercollegiate Athletic 
Conference play as they ad-
vanced their record to 9-1 after a 
mercy-ruled seven inning game 
against Caltech.

The first place Leopards out-
played the Beavers, 16-0, April 
1 at Ben Hines Field. 

Senior pitcher Sean Holt took 
the mound for the Leopards with 
a record of 7-1 and a 1.91 ERA. 
Holt controlled the Beavers’ of-
fense, pitching comfortably for 
six innings and only allowing 
three hits. 

“The way our offense is go-
ing makes me feel like I could 
give up a lot of runs and still 
have a chance to win the game,” 
Holt said. “They have definitely 
made it easy on me and the rest 
of the pitchers.”

With a quick first inning 
for the Beavers, the Leopards 
put early pressure on Caltech’s 
pitching. 

The Beavers made five er-
rors in the game, their first one 
allowing the Leopards to jump 
on a lead. Sophomore shortstop 
Anthony Salcedo made his way 
home after a throwing error by 
Caltech senior catcher Dalton 
Beulter. 

Continuing the momentum, 
junior right fielder Brandon 
Shiota hit an RBI double to 
bring sophomore infielder Chase 
Siffert home. The Leopards led 
2-0.

“We know Caltech. We’ve 
played them before so we try to 
treat them like any other oppo-
nent,” Shiota said. “If we think 
we are better and start to slack 
off they can easily take the game 
away from us.”

The Leopards’ final run in the 
inning came from freshman left 
fielder Logan Reese, who hit a 
sacrifice fly to bring junior first 
baseman Tanner Siffert home, 
making it 3-0.

A 1-2-3 inning for Holt sent 
the Leopards back to the plate to 
more than double their lead.

Another error by the Beavers 
allowed Salcedo to reach first 
and send sophomore third base-
man Cameron Slessor home. 

The bases were loaded and 
Tanner Siffert hit an RBI single 
to bring in junior center field-
er Drew Reddick, who was on 
third. 

The runs continued to add up 
when a wild pitch by Beavers 
senior pitcher Pierce Governale 
allowed Salcedo to score. 

The final run for the inning 
came from freshman designated 
hitter Malachi Francois, who hit 
an RBI single through the cen-
ter which sent Tanner Siffert to 
home plate. The Leopards led 
7-0 going into the third inning.

The bottom of the third in-
ning was the Leopards’ big-
gest offensive explosion of the 
game, putting up five runs. That 
prompted the Beavers to send in 
another reliever to the mound, 
junior Arya Mevada. 

In yet another bases loaded 
situation, Salcedo hit an RBI sin-
gle to bring Reese home. Back 
to back RBI singles by brothers 
Chase and Tanner Siffert racked 
in another two runs. 

“This weekend was a pretty 
good confidence booster,” Chase 
Siffert said. “How we played de-
fense, offense, pitching and as a 
whole was great and we hope to 
carry it on to next weekend.”

The Leopards led 10-0, but 
they were not done quite yet. 
Shiota hit a two RBI single into 
the gap in center right field and 

left the inning leading 12-0.
The bottom of the fifth inning 

was a less offensively active in-
ning for the Leopards however 
they still managed to put anoth-
er run on the board. Sophomore 
pinch hitter Manuel Munoz hit 
into a double play but sopho-
more designated hitter Matthew 
Diaz, picking up for Francois, 
still scored. The Leopards ex-
tended their lead to 15-0.

The top of the sixth inning 
was like the others for the Bea-
vers as they gave up another 
1-2-3 inning. 

The Leopards’ final run came 
in the bottom of the sixth inning 
when Shiota hit an RBI double to 
the warning track to send junior 
first baseman John Bike home, 
which made the score 16-0.

The series continued with a 

doubleheader Saturday in Pas-
adena and featured two more 
mercy rule shortened wins for 
the Leopards, 12-0 and 13-2.

“We will have a good week 
of practice in preparation for 
Cal Lutheran,” Reddick said. 
“They are one of the top teams 
in the SCIAC and hard to beat 
so if we can hold each other to 
the standard we play we will be 
just fine.”

La Verne’s record now stands 
at 19-4-1 overall and 11-1 in 
SCIAC play.

They will face Cal Lutheran 
this weekend, traveling on Fri-
day then hosting for the dou-
bleheader at 11 a.m. Saturday at 
Ben Hines Field.

Sarah Van Buskirk can be 
reached at sarah.vanbuskirk@
laverne.edu.
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Mercy rule gives Leos weekend sweep

Junior catcher Christian Killian puts the ball in play during the 
Leopards’ seven inning blowout win against the Caltech Beavers 

April 1 at Ben Hines Field. The 16-0 mercy rule victory was fol-
lowed by two more mercy rule wins over Caltech on Saturday.

Jingyao Liang

Aidan Balderas
Staff Writer 

The La Verne softball team 
split the doubleheader against 
Claremont-Mudd-Scripps on 
Saturday at Campus West. The 
Leopards got the victory in game 
one, 5-4, but could not follow it 
up, losing game two, 5-3. 

Junior pitcher Rachel Rubio 
took the mound for the Leopards 
in game two of the doubleheader 
with a record of 12-5. 

She pitched around a lot of 
tough situations throughout the 
game. The Athenas managed to 
get plenty of lead-off hitters on, 
causing trouble for Rubio and 
the defense. 

Rubio also pitched against 
the Athenas in the first game 

of the series Friday, getting the 
shutout win 4-0 in Claremont, so 
the Athenas knew Rubio’s reper-
toire and capitalized late in the 
game. 

“I knew coming into the 
game they were going to be 
more aggressive and eager to 
hit,” Rubio said. “I managed to 
get them out a lot on my screw-
ball. My off speed helped me get 
out of trouble today compared to 
yesterday.” 

Rubio pitched back to back 
1-2-3 innings in the beginning of 
the game, looking dominant by 
keeping the Athena batters un-
balanced with multiple off speed 
pitches. 

The Leopards’ offense strug-
gled to get things going in the 
first three innings. But senior 

utility player Katheryn Navarro 
got the Leopards on the board 
first with a solo home run in the 
fourth to make the score 1-0. 

“My mindset was just trying 
to make contact and get a hit 
for the team because we needed 
one,” said Navarro. “My coach 
tells me to see the ball, hit the 
ball. And that’s what I did.” 

In the top of the fifth inning, 
the Athenas’ offense answered 
right back in a significant way. 
Rubio gave up two straight hits 
to start the inning, then Clare-
mont senior third baseman Lau-
ren Richards followed with a 
three run home run to give the 
Athenas the lead, 3-1. 

The Leopards’ offense struck 
again in the bottom of the fifth 
with a solo home run off the bat 

of freshman left fielder Ashley 
Rodriguez, making it a close 3-2 
game. 

“I knew I was struggling in 
the first game, so heading into 
this one I knew I had to step up,” 
she said. “I just found a pitch I 
could handle and drove it.” 

After an uneventful sixth in-
ning from both teams, the Ath-
enas’ offense dealt themselves 
insurance, capped off with a two 
run home run by freshman left 
fielder Abby Thompson for a 
comfortable 5-2 lead. 

In the bottom of the seventh 
inning, the Leopards’ offense 
tried to get a rally going and 
Rodriguez once again provided 
the team with an RBI base hit to 
make it 5-3. But the Leopards’ 
scoring stopped there, giving the 

Athenas the win. 
Rubio was charged with the 

loss, putting her record to 12-6. 
“Claremont-M-S is a very 

good program. Hats off to them,” 
head coach Dennis Blas said. 
“The problem is we just need 
to be more consistent. Consis-
tency wins games and we didn’t 
make in-game adjustments, and 
it showed here in game two.” 

The team is 19-9 overall and 
6-3 in the Southern California 
Intercollegiate Athletic Confer-
ence.

The Leopards open a three-
game series against Occidental 
at 5:30 p.m. Friday at Campus 
West.

Aidan Balderas can be 
reached at aidan.balderas@ 
laverne.edu.

Softball splits doubleheader against Athenas
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