
Hien Nguyen
Arts Editor

Every weekday from 6 p.m. 
to 10 p.m. in the Dailey The-
atre, a group of University of La 
Verne theater students have been 
rehearsing for “Working! A Mu-
sical.”

“Working! A Musical” marks 
the first in-person musical pro-
duction since the beginning of 
the pandemic for the depart-
ment, and it opens in the Dailey 
Theatre on Thursday. 

“I think we can all use some 
singing and dancing after hard 
COVID times,” said the play’s 
director, Alma Martinez, associ-
ate professor of theater.

“Working! A Musical” was 
adapted from the 1974 nonfic-
tion book by Studs Terkel titled 
“Working: People Talk About 
What They Do All Day and How 
They Feel About What They 
Do,” which features real inter-
views of common working-class 
people across the United States.

Martinez said the department 
chose this play because it is a 
celebration of the working class 
and a way to honor the workers 
through their stories.

From fast food workers to 
factory workers, housewives to 
cleaners, truck drivers to flight 
attendants, students immerse 
themselves in their respective 
roles and have been practicing 
a combination of acting, singing 
and dancing with experienced 
mentors since January term.

The cast begins rehearsals 
with vocal exercises led by ad-
junct professor and the musical’s 
music director Ariel Pisturino.

“It’s important to start out 
rehearsals in a good mood so I 
try to change it up with the vocal 
exercises to make sure they’re 
fun,” Pisturino said. “We’ve 
been integrating dancing in the 
warm up as well.”

Pisturino emphasized how 
the musical is an ensemble show 
so everyone is integral to every 
scene and has been extremely 

dedicated.
For many, including junior 

theater arts major Julieta Del 
Toro, and sophomore theater 
arts major Vincent Briseño, this 
production is their first musical 
at the University.

Del Toro plays multiple roles 
in the musical including a third-
grade teacher, a migrant farm 
worker and a nanny.

She said the show continues 
to challenge everyone in differ-
ent ways as far as acting and 
interpretation, but appreciated 

that the monologues are actual 
accounts from people in differ-
ent professions. 

“I didn’t plan on this but my 
mother is an elementary teacher 
and my father is a migrant farm 
worker so right off the bat, I see 

my parents on stage and I get to 
put myself in their shoes,” Del 
Toro said. 

She wants people who come 
to the show and watch the mu-
sical to empathize with careers 
that have nothing to do with 
their own.

“I play characters who are, in 
their own capacity, blue collar 
workers who people don’t really 
give a second thought to,” Del 
Toro said. “I hope that my per-
formance makes people realize 
that these people deserve our re-
spect just as much as the CEOs 
of large corporations.”

Briseño has previously par-
ticipated in a play with the de-
partment before over Zoom 

during peak of COVID and is 
excited to be involved in an 
in-person production this school 
year.

He is in charge of the show’s 
grand finale with his role as a 
cleaning woman accompanied 

by an upbeat and powerful belt-
ing music number.

“Singing wise, it is a very 
vocally demanding song and 
emotionally, it also took me a 
while to find who she really is 
and get really into her story,” 
Briseño said. “Before I come to 
rehearsals I like to listen to the 
soundtrack in the car on the way 
to just vibe and get into charac-
ter.”

Similar to Del Toro, Briseño 
felt like the themes in “Working! 
A Musical” resonate with the 
loved ones in his life, particular-
ly his father.

“I see some aspects of my 
character in how my dad is,” 
Briseño said. “My dad has al-

ways done whatever he can to 
provide the things we have now, 
whether it’s flipping cars or 
whatever side hustles he does on 
top of working his normal 9-to-5 
job every day.”

Other than current undergrad-
uate students, the department 
also welcomed University of La 
Verne alumna Erica Lopez-El-
well, who graduated in Spring 
2021, to conduct the show.

“I was invited by Ariel to do 
the show and my job is to make 
sure everyone goes on stage 
on cue and that the piano starts 
and ends when it needs to,” Lo-
pez-Elwell said. “It was certain-
ly very daunting at first because 
I’ve never had a directing posi-
tion but this has been so much 
fun.”

Lopez-Elwell said she is 
most excited for the metamor-
phosis number featuring a dance 
solo by junior theater arts major 
Claire Ng.

“I think it’s the most involved 
number conducting wise since 
it’s just me and the piano,” Lo-
pez-Elwell said.

Through dance, Ng brings the 
dissimilar monologues of a sex 
worker and a socialite together.

“I’m trying to tie both actors 
together and share the emotions 
from both of them since they are 
from such different economic 
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Musical honors the working class

Jingyao Liang

“Working! A Musical” honors the working class through real stories 
and representation. The cast – (from left to right) Katelyn Graham, 
Robby Meredith, Vincent Briseño, Claire Ng, Reese Oliver, Mitchell 

Calderilla, Hannah Steinmann and Aleena Maestas – practice for 
the ensemble number “All The Live Long Day” during rehearsal 
April 7 in Dailey Theatre. 

Production
opens 
Thursday

‘I play characters who are, in their own capacity, blue collar workers 
who people don’t really give a second thought to. I hope that my 
performance makes people realize that these people deserve our 

respect just as much as the CEOs of large corporations.’
—Julieta Del Toro, junior theater arts major

Continued on page 6



The award-winning Campus Times 
online edition is updated throughout 
the week with event coverage and 
breaking news.

Visit lvcampustimes.org for cur-
rent and past stories, and additional 
columns and blogs.

You can like us on Facebook 
and follow us on Twitter @lvcampustimes and Instagram  
@campustimes for all the latest updates on local and on-cam-
pus news. Send us story ideas over social media or email to 
ctimes@laverne.edu.
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committed to accuracy. 
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however, it is our policy 
to correct them as soon 
as they are brought to 
our attention. If you find 
a mistake in the Campus 
Times, please let us know 
at ctimes@laverne.edu.
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Retreat spotlights ableism, classism
Joslyn Aguilar
Staff Writer

Last week’s session of the 
University’s diversity retreat fo-
cused on classism and ableism.

Roughly 20 community 
members attended the event 
hosted via Zoom by Multicultur-
al Affairs Director Daniel Loera.

Classism is the belief that a 
person’s social or financial sta-
tus determines their place of 
belonging in society. Ableism 
is discrimination against those 
with disabilities. 

The spring diversity retreat 
sessions sponsored by the Center 
of Multicultural Services began 
March 4, and will run each Fri-
day through May 6. This year’s 
themes are justice, diversity and 
equity. At last week’s session, 
Loera focused on these isms, he 
said, because many people don’t 
think about them. 

But learning about ableism 
teaches people to be grateful for 
being able bodied and to support 
people who are not able bodied.

“Things can change in an in-
stant,” Loera said.

Loera had the retreat partic-
ipants use a web-based collab-
oration board where they could 

interact throughout the presen-
tation.

Participants asked questions 
and did some self-reflection.  

“I had friends and classmates 
who had certain disabilities both 
physical and mental,” said Maya 
Sanchez, freshman art history 
major, who attended last Fri-
day’s event. “It felt easier to be 
understanding of a physical dis-
ability but sometimes difficult to 
show that same ideology to the 
things we can’t see.”

One of the exercises broke 
down classism by dividing a 
board into three sections – work-
ing class, middle class and the 
upper class to provide details 
and facts, and characterize   each 
class.

Loera said many people stig-
matize the working class as a 
class that deals with issues like 
drug addiction while the upper 
class is not stereotyped this way. 

However, the upper class 
face these issues as well, he said.

Izak Arias, sophomore his-
tory major, found themselves 
having a moment of epiphany 
as they learned more on these 
issues.

“I gained perspectives on not 
only ableism and classism but 

also the way they affect individ-
uals that live their everyday lives 
in a society that may or may not 
be aware of these individuals’ 
struggles,” Arias said.

The next session of the Di-

versity Retreat series, at 1 p.m. 
today, focuses on racial identity 
and racism. 

For more information, con-
tact Loera at dloera@laverne.
edu, or Misty Levingston, asso-

ciate director of multicultural af-
fairs and Black student services, 
at mlevingston@laverne.edu.

Joslyn Aguilar can be 
reached at joslyn.aguilar@ 
laverne.edu.

Drake Ingram

Andrea Reyes, director of accessibility services 
at the University of La Verne, participates in the 
ableism and classism discussion during the diver-
sity retreat series April 8 via Zoom. At the retreat, 

participants were asked to imagine scenarios 
where someone would not have core abilities to 
help cultivate empathy and respect for people with 
disabilities.

ULV celebrates Arab American Heritage Month
Isabel Amezquita
Staff Writer

The University of La Verne 
held a small event on campus 
in the Johnson Family Plaza on 
Tuesday to celebrate the Na-
tional Arab American Heritage 
Month. 

The event gave the communi-
ty a taste of Arab culture.

National Arab American Her-
itage Month takes place every 
April, celebrating the culture by 
paying tribute to the contribu-
tions of Arab Americans. 

The initiative for Arab Amer-
ican Month came from the Arab 
American Foundation and Arab 
America which was launched in 
2017, but was finally recognized 
and supported by President Joe 
Biden in April 2021. 

Now the month of April 
serves as a way to celebrate 
the culture, contributions, inno-
vations, and accomplishments 
members of the Arab American 
community has brought to the 
United States. 

The on-campus event fea-
tured music and food such as 
Knafeh, a traditional Middle 
Eastern dessert that is layered 

with sweet cheese and soaked 
in a sweet sugar syrup to top its 
flavor off.

For those who needed a re-
freshment, Karak Chai was of-
fered; a sweet tea made with 
black tea leaves, saffron, and 
sugar that helped those walking 
by get a nice thirst quencher. 

Though the event offered a 
fun time to engage with other 
students and professors, it also 
offered a time to learn of im-
portant Arab figures through 
submissions by the La Verne 
community and celebrated them 
with a small biography, picture, 
and name on a postcard dis-
played on the main table where 
tea and treats were being given 
out.  

One name highlighted by the 
community was Elias Zerhouni, 
an Algerian-born American ra-
diologist who served as the 15th 
director of the United States Na-
tional Institutes of Health from 
2002 to 2008. 

Another name featured was 
Adah Almutairi, a Saudi Ameri-
can pharmaceutical chemist and 

scholar of science and engineer-
ing, inventor, and entrepreneur. 

Another was Fatima Jibrell, a 
Somali American environmental 
activist who helped found Horn 
Relief, an African-led nonprofit 
organization established in 1991 
in response to Somalia’s crisis 
and civil war.

Though only three were men-
tioned, roughly 10 other names 
were also acknowledged. 

Each celebration of names 
managed to show that though 
many of them began their jour-
ney with little to no knowledge 
in their professions, they contin-
ued to make their Arab Amer-
ican culture and community 
proud by believing in their own 
potential. 

Nancy Newman, director of 
international services and en-
gagement, organized the event. 
She said she loved putting it 
together to unite the La Verne 
community by learning more 
about this culture. 

“The event is to honor all the 
contributions of the many Arab 
Americans that are here in the 

United States,” Newman said. 
“We have highlighted people 
from all national origins with 
different types of skills, from 
artists, poets, doctors, and phys-
icists.”

She also added that the stu-
dents at the University of La 
Verne had been great and provid-
ed positive feedback throughout 
the event. 

“Students who have been at-
tending have been sharing their 
own stories,” Newman said. 

“One was very excited to see 
our dessert Knafeh. Her grand-
mother used to make it for her 
and to be able to have that here 
is very special and people enjoy 
that.” 

The event not only highlight-
ed the culture for the students of 
ULV, it also managed to expand 
the circle of the Arab heritage 
and educate students about their 
great contributors while also 
giving students the chance to 

Panelists discussed social 
issues within the interfaith and 
LGBTQ communities at the 
Centering LGBTQ+ Voices 
event hosted by Tahil Sharma, 
La Verne alumnus and regional 
coordinator for North America 
for United Religions Initiative, 
and Zandra Wagoner, Univer-
sity chaplain and assistant pro-
fessor of philosophy and reli-
gion, April 7 via Zoom.

About 32 people attended the 
event, which featured four pan-
elists – Audri Scott, spiritual di-
rector at Spiritual Enhancement 
Center in Dothan, Alabama; 
Karen Hunter Watson, a singer, 
author and artist in Dothan, Al-
abama; Luca Alexander, a dou-
la, poet and theologian based 
in Salem, Massachusetts; Jae 
Carter, a spiritual creative and 
support counselor from Los 
Angeles; and Honeybee, a poet 
based in Los Angeles.

Each speaker shared their 
perspectives and personal 
struggles. They also talked 
about how they found their 
peace.

Acceptance, especially in 
traditional religious communi-
ties, was a common challenge 
the panelists shared. 

“I truly believe when you 
(come from) unconditional 
love that judgment and ego do 
not exist in that space,” Carter 
said.

Many of the viewers were 
moved by the panelists’ open-
ness.

“I have been questioning 
myself and my spiritual jour-
ney…,” said Mon Cruz, a 
sophomore child development 
major. “Being nonbinary and 
hearing the testimonies from 
others within my community, it 
really makes me happy.”

—Joslyn Aguilar

Panel discusses 
LGBTQ experience

Continued on page 6



The media has no place for bias or harmful language, 
but the Ukraine-Russian war has highlighted in-
stances of just that, with racist comments made by 

news reporters.
On Feb. 26, just days after the Russian invasion of 

Ukraine, CBS News correspondent Charlie D’Agata 
made comments during a news report that included lan-
guage with racism, bias and white superiority complex 
behind it.

“This isn’t a place, with all due respect, like Iraq or 
Afghanistan, that has seen conflict raging for decades,” 
D’Agata said. 

“This is a relatively civilized, relatively European – 
I have to choose those words carefully too – city, one 
where you wouldn’t expect that or hope that it’s going 
to happen.”

His claim that majority-Muslim countries in the Mid-
east are inherently uncivilized and violent is highly prob-
lematic.

Unfortunately, he is not the only journalist to have re-
ported on the war with harmful language like this.

In an article written for The Telegraph on Feb 26, Brit-
ish journalist Daniel John Hannan was surprised to see 
blue-eyed people with blonde hair – or in other words, 
white people – among the refugees.

“They seem so like us. That is what makes it so shock-
ing. Ukraine is a European country,” Hannan said. 

“Its people watch Netflix and have Instagram accounts, 

vote in free elections and read uncensored newspapers. 
War is no longer something visited upon impoverished 
and remote populations.”

War is not something destined for poor, brown people 
like Hannan implied. 

It is tragic and shocking no matter who the victims are.
The Arab and Middle Eastern Journalists Association 

has since issued a statement in response to the Western 
press’ coverage of the war in Ukraine.

“Newsrooms must not make comparisons that weigh 
the significance or imply justification of one conflict over 
another — civilian casualties and displacement in other 
countries are equally as abhorrent as they are in Ukraine,” 
the Association stated.

It is disappointing to see prominent figures in the news 
– the news in which the world depends on for accurate 
reporting on the world – say such things. 

As media professionals, we need to do better.

OpiniOns
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LeTTers TO The ediTOr
The Campus Times encourages readers to sub-

mit letters to the editors regarding topics covered 
in the paper. Letters should be no more than 400 
words in length and are due by Tuesday at 3 p.m. 
The Campus Times reserves the right to edit let-
ters for clarity, space and libel. Letters may be 
sent to ctimes@laverne.edu.

President Joe Biden has announced that payments 
on federal student loans will be on pause until Au-
gust 31. 

 While this is a good move, it is time to push for all stu-
dent debt to be forgiven.

With the announcement, the Biden Administration 
also said it will continue monitoring the 
economic impacts COVID-19 has had on 
borrowers and could allow people who 
have defaulted to have a fresh start, allow-
ing them to continue payments in good 
standing.

Student loan borrowers currently owe 
a collective $1.75 trillion in student loans, 
according to the Education Data Initia-
tive’s latest data posted this month. 

And 15% of borrowers under 40 are 
behind on their payments.

The problem of student loan debt goes on for decades 
for many borrowers. 

More than 69% of borrowers are between the ages of 
25 and 50, according to the Initiative, with 35-year-olds 
holding the highest loan debt of about $42,600 per bor-

rower.
Black students are most likely to use federal student 

loans, with 49.4% borrowing. 
Black graduates are also 30% more likely to default 

on payments within 12 years of payment, according to 
the Education Data Initiative.

With inflation increasing the costs of living, and ris-
ing tuition costs, canceling student loan debt could help 
young and middle-aged borrowers get a handle on their 
economic situation and be better positioned to contribute 
to the U.S. economy. 

Canceling student loan debt could add $109 billion to 
the annual GDP over six years and lift 5.2 million people 
out of poverty, according to the Education Data Initia-
tive.

Currently people can enroll in income-driven repay-
ment programs, allowing people with federal student 

loans to help with the monthly costs of 
repayment based on income and family 
size. 

Most federal loans are eligible for one 
of the four plans available. While this 
program can help keep borrowers out of 
default or bankruptcy, it’s not enough. 

During his campaign, Biden said he 
would push for at least $10,000 of loan 
forgiveness per borrower. It’s time he 
made good on that pledge. 

Rising tuition and the impact student 
loan debt has on borrowers cannot be ignored any longer. 

It is time for widespread student loan forgiveness.
To learn more about the plans and eligibility, visit 

studentaid.gov/manage-loans/repayment/plans/in-
come-driven.

The list of proposed and pending laws destroying 
women’s reproductive rights and body autonomy 
gets longer as Oklahoma Gov. Kevin Stitt signed 

into law a state-wide ban on abortion on Tuesday.
Under this new law, Oklahoma Senate Bill 612, per-

forming an abortion is prohibited in the state and will be 
charged as a felony. 

The only exception to this ban is to save the life of the 
pregnant woman in a medical emergency.

The law makes no exception in cases of rape or incest.
The law punishes anyone who performs an abortion 

with up to 10 years in prison and a fine up to $100,000.
This law is designed not to save or protect lives, but to 

control women and girls. 
Oklahoma’s new law punishing abortion providers, 

even in cases of rape and incest is misogynistic. 
Under the new Oklahoma law, the legal penalties for 

abortion providers may be harsher than for rapists. 
According to The Rape, Abuse and Incest National 

Network, the minimum penalty in Oklahoma for rape is 

five years in prison, while the sentence for abortion pro-
viders is up to 10 years. 

Pregnancy and the decision to carry a pregnancy to 
term is one of the most private and personal decisions a 
woman can make. 

The Oklahoma law is the latest of a spate of state laws 
banning abortion, with some punishing abortion provid-
ers and anyone – down to the Uber driver – for helping to 
facilitate abortion. 

Adjacent to Oklahoma, the state of Texas enacted a 
ban on abortion last fall. 

After the ban, many Texans had traveled to Oklahoma, 
with other nearby states, such as Colorado and Kansas.

According to the Texas Policy Evaluation Project, 
45% of pregnant Texans wanting an abortion traveled out 
of state between September and December 2021 to ob-
tained abortion care in one of four facilities that provide 
abortions in Oklahoma.

The new abortion law in Oklahoma brings devastation 
not only to Oklahomans but also Texans.

The Oklahoma law is scheduled to go into effect in 
August, after the Supreme Court is expected to overturn 
or weaken Roe v. Wade, the 50-year-old law that made a 
woman’s right to choose a constitutional right in all 50 
state. 

Should the Court overturn Roe v. Wade, Oklahoma is 
one of a projected 26 states where abortion is likely to 
become illegal. This will be a devastating step backward 
for all women in this country. 

Abortion is a human right. If women are stripped of 
that right, they are being treated as less than human.

It’s time to cancel student debt

Oklahoma abortion ban is misogynistic

There is no room for bias 
in war reporting
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More than 69% of borrowers are between the ages of 
25 and 50, according to the Education Data Initiative, 

with 35-year-olds holding the highest loan debt of about 
$42,600 per borrower.



Phones were held high as 
singer-songwriter Tuck-
er Pillsbury, who goes 

by the stage name Role Mod-
el, lit up the stage at the Glass 
House in Pomona Wednesday 
night. He is on tour for his new 
album, “Rx.”

The venue was filled to the 
brim as the show was sold out 
with 800 audience members in 
attendance. 

Lily Lizotte, who goes by 
the stage name The BLSSM, 
opened for Role Model. They 
set an energetic tone for the 
rest of the show and did a great 
job of pumping the audience 
up for Role Model’s entrance 
to the stage.

He kicked off the show with 
the song “if Jesus saves, she’s 
my type” as a flashing blue 
light revealed him to the excit-
ed crowd. 

As soon as Role Model hit 
the stage, countless phones 
flashed towards him as the 
crowd screamed, jumped and 
sang with conviction through-
out his entire performance. 

His songs are, for the most 
part, upbeat and lend them-
selves to dancing, something 
the audience did a lot of. 

Audience member Rina 
Hassan said that if she could 
describe the concert atmo-
sphere in one word, she would 
choose energetic. 

Not only was the audience 
energetic but his performance 
was too. He was extremely an-
imated throughout each song, 
utilizing all parts of the stage 
and making sure he interacted 
with every section of the au-
dience. He even sat down in 
front of and amidst the audi-
ence at one point. 

He interacted with his fans 
throughout the entire concert, 
taking breaks in between songs 
to look at and respond to different signs 
they had made. Someone in the crowd 
threw a t-shirt up to him and another a 
hat. 

He gave attention to everything the 
audience was throwing his way and in-
corporated them into his show. He even 
had the audience sing “Happy Birthday” 
to two audience members.

It is clear that he cares about his fans 
and that they care about him.

“I remember listening to one of his 
songs on SoundCloud I think back in 
high school. I’m 23 so it’s been like four 
and a half years,” long time fan Alana 
Nassir said. 

She said this is her third time seeing 
Role Model in concert, two of them be-
ing last year. 

He closed the performance with “for-
ever&more,” to which the audience 
members sang along and swayed their 
phone flashlights to. 

The audience chanted for one last 
song after he had already left the stage. 
They were left wanting more, though, as 
he did not return. 

The concert was met with great audi-
ence reviews. 

A fan favorite moment was when wa-
ter splashed toward the audience. He 
asked beforehand if everyone would be 
okay with the splash and he was met 

with a resounding yes. 
Audience member Dana Garcia said 

her favorite part of the entire concert was 
the splash.

“It’s always so dope,” Garcia said. 
“The opener was so good too.” 

“‘Life is funny’ is probably my new 
favorite song from the album so that was 
really fun,” said audience member Ange-
la Comstock. 

The next stop for Role Model is 
Coachella, which he mentioned a couple 
times during the concert. 

He will be touring until September of 
this year. 

Olivia Modarelli can be reached at  
olivia.modarelli@laverne.edu.
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etc...
‘Unbound’ 
Exhibition

The Irene Carlson Gal-
lery of Photography in 
Miller Hall is currently dis-
playing “Unbound: Senior 
Thesis Exhibition.” The ex-
hibit runs through May 30. 
An artist walkthrough will 
take place from 5 p.m. to 6 
p.m. May 12. Admission is 
free.

Code Orange 
Concert

The Glass House will 
host rock band Code Or-
ange on Wednesday. The 
band has been recognized 
by the New York Times as 
well as other notable music 
publications for having one 
of the top rock albums of 
2020 with their album titled 
“Underneath.” Doors open 
at 7 p.m. and the show be-
gins at 8 p.m. 

Admission is $25. For 
more information visit  
theglasshouse.us. 

‘Parisian 
Ecologies’

The Benton Museum 
of Art at Pomona Col-
lege is currently showing 
“Parisian Ecologies: The 
City Transformed in Nine-
teenth-Century Prints and 
Drawings.” 

The exhibit highlights 
the urban development 
that Paris underwent in the 
mid 19th century and the 
ecological repercussions 
of those developments 
through drawings. The 
show runs through June 25. 

Admission is free.
For times and reserva-

tions visit pomona.edu/
museum.

Ceramics 
Exhibit

The 77th Annual Ceram-
ic exhibition is on display 
at the Ruth Chandler Wil-
liamson Gallery at Scripps 
College in Claremont. The 
exhibit will feature works 
from artists like Sahar 
Khoury, who makes mostly 
abstract pieces. It will run 
through April 17. The clos-
ing reception will be from 
7 to 9 p.m. Wednesday. Ad-
mission is free. For more 
information visit rcwg.
scrippscollege.edu.

—Liliana Castañeda

HAppenings Role Model takes over

The Glass House
by Olivia Modarelli

photography by
 Natalie Medrano

Role Model, performs hits from his new-
est album, “Rx,” at a sold out Wednesday 
night show at the Glass House in Pomo-

na. Role Model energetically danced on 
stage and interacted with fans as he sang 
feel-good songs like “life is funny.”
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Fest offers crafts 
for kids of all ages
Robyn Jones
Staff Writer

Despite the heat, families 
flocked to the Spring Festival 
that was hosted by the Rock of 
the Foothills Church in La Verne 
last weekend in honor of Easter, 
which is this Sunday. 

More than 70 people attended 
in all. 

Guests were greeted with 
plenty of smiles, bright colors, 
multiple stations with different 
activities, a photo booth and an 
Easter egg hunt.

Shouts and laughter of chil-
dren filled the air as they went 
to the various booths, running 
around as they dragged their 
parents from one activity to the 
next.

Carla Campbell, who is also 
a member of the Rock of the 
Foothills Church, was happy to 
see everyone participating in the 
event.

“I just love interacting with 
the folks in the neighborhood,” 
Campbell said.

Once the guests arrived, ev-
eryone received an information 
flier before they moved on to the 
first activity – necklace making.

The necklace station was a 
creation station. 

Children were able to put dif-
ferent colored sand into a bottle, 
which was tied into a necklace 
that they were able to wear.

The booth right next door 
was a potting activity. 

At this station, pots were 
handed out in order to build a 
custom potted plant to grow.

Physical therapist and La 
Verne resident Lisa Weeks at-
tended the Spring Festival with 
her two sons.

Weeks moved to La Verne 

about a year and a half ago. 
She said she had an amazing 

time.
“I think having all the kids 

gather together is fun,” Weeks 
said. 

She added that she was happy 
to get to know her neighbors. 

“Because we are new to the 
area.” 

A popular activity was the 
flamingo ring toss. 

At this station, children were 
able to toss a hula hoop around a 
lawn flamingo to win candy.

Apple Safford, a volunteer 
who was in charge of this booth, 
said she has helped the church 
with many other events that they 
have hosted. 

She said her favorite part of 
today’s event was helping all the 
kids.

At the photo booth, retired 
teacher and La Verne resident 
Susan Boscarino had fun hang-
ing out with her family. 

Boscarino attended this Sun-
day event because her cousin 
invited her.

Boscarino said she enjoyed 
how the Spring Festival was so 
kid-friendly.

It was a great outing, espe-
cially following so many months 
of COVID-19 isolation, guests 
agreed.

“I think we feel a part of the 
community when we’re out and 
about,” Boscarino said. “I think 
they did a good job on where 
they set it up so far apart.

“And the Easter egg hunt 
they put for the different age 
groups,” Boscarino added.

For more La Verne family 
events, visit the comunity calen-
dar at cityoflaverne.org .

Robyn Jones can be reached 
at robyn.jones2@laverne.edu.

Easter comes early at San Dimas family fest
Isabel Amezquita
Staff Writer

With Easter around the cor-
ner, the San Dimas community 
hosted its annual family festival 
and egg hunt on Saturday morn-
ing in the Civic Center Park on 
Bonita Avenue. 

Roughly 250 community 
members showed up to the event 
eager to share their Easter spirit 
with their loved ones by danc-
ing, eating snacks, and hiding 
eggs for the children.

Welcomed by staff, vendors, 
and the Easter Bunny, visitors 
could enjoy two jumper areas 
for kids, food stands with snacks 
including chips, nuts, water, 
Kool Aid pouches, girl scout 
cookies, ring toss games, egg 
hunts, and free pictures with the 

Easter Bunny.
A DJ played live music and 

performers put on dance perfor-
mances in Hula style, hip hop, 
Irish dancing, and live dancing 
lessons also took place for those 
interested in getting up and 
moving.

Euisa Hildebran, a worker 
assisting with the “Bounce and 
Learn” mini jumper for children, 
said the community does better 
when everyone is smiling and 
having fun.

“It’s something for the com-
munity, and we’re happy we’re 
open to doing events like these,” 
Hildebran said. “The bounce 
and learn jumper helps kids get 
that energy out while learning 
as they have fun, and this is our 
goal as a city. To offer some-
thing fun for children and the 

community.”
Amalia Gutierrez, another 

worker assisting with the free 
pictures with the Easter bunny, 
said this event has been a total 
success and the San Dimas com-
munity is happy to have every-
one gather together after such a 
long time.

“It’s been a good turn around 
after not being able to do events 
like these in so long,” Gutier-
rez said. “During the pandemic 
last year, we delivered eggs to 
families in accordance with our 
COVID-19 guidelines, and did 
the best we could to serve our 
community despite the circum-
stances.”

To her, working events like 
these help keep the communi-
ty together, and added that San 
Dimas is lucky enough to have 

been among one of the few cit-
ies to have an event such as this 
one.

Arabel Sanchez, an 8-year-
old San Dimas resident, said she 
felt happy to simply enjoy a day 
out with her family and friends 
in the sun.

“I got to find many eggs with 
candy, and play with my parents 
and friends,” Arabel Sanchez 
said. “I even got to take cute 
pictures with the bunny and he 
made my day because he gave 
me candy after too.”

“Getting to come with my 
family means a lot to me,” said 
Kate Sanchez, Arabel’s mom. 
“We haven’t been able to go 
to many events like these in a 
while due to the pandemic and 
us being afraid to go out, but 
we are super excited to finally 

have gotten the chance to come. 
There is so much to do and see, 
I hope they have more events 
coming up soon.”

The city of San Dimas also 
offers other events throughout 
the year including Halloween, 
Christmas, and Easter events, as 
well as a weekly farmer’s mar-
ket.

The Arbor Day and Earth Day 
event will be on April 30, will 
include paper shedding, mulch 
giveaways, vendors, crafts, free 
tree saplings and flower seed 
giveaways.

For more information, visit 
sandimasca.gov/departments/ 
p a r k s _ a n d _ r e c r e a t i o n / 
special_events.php.

Isabel Amezquita can be 
reached at isabel.amezquita@
laverne.edu.

Parker Weeks, 7, gets into the Easter spirit and 
customizes a cup of soil and plant seeds at the first 
Rock of the Foothills Church Spring Festival on 

Saturday. The festival featured activities includ-
ing egg hunts and games for community members 
of all ages to celebrate the spring season.

 Armida Carranza
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Twin Tribes mesmerizes with dark melodies

Natalie Medrano

Luis Navarro, singer and guitarist of Twin Tribes, joins his band-
mate, Joel Niño, on stage Saturday at a sold out show at the Glass 
House in Pomona. Twin Tribes’ dark melodic sound possessed 

the room as they sang references to the occult and other univers-
es. Their most popular song, “Fantasmas,” got the entire crowd 
swaying to the somber Spanish and English lyrics of the chorus. 

Small businesses network at festival
Megan Mojica
Staff Writer

A few thousand local res-
idents and almost 30 vendors 
attended the Old Magnolia 
Festival, presented by Histor-
ic Downtown Upland Inc., last 
weekend in downtown Upland.

Residents had the chance to 
listen to live rock music, view 
BMX stunt performers doing 
flips on ramps, go rock climbing 
or take leisurely stroll around 
the streets and shop from a va-
riety of vendors selling products 
such as lemonade, jewelry, some 
pop culture art pieces, clothing, 
and more.

The festival was a great op-
portunity for many small, local 
businesses to network and make 
sales. 

It brought exposure for many 
of the vendors in attendance but 
also brought in revenue for the 
shops surrounding the festival.

Mike Manougian, owner of 
A World of Decor and More, a 
custom furnishings and jewelry 
shop, said he chose to have a 
booth in the festival additionally 
to his store as a way to help with 
foot-traffic.

“I was just excited just be-
cause of the traffic, the store is 
so small we can’t fit everyone in 
here,” Manougian said. “We get 
a huge traffic in here sometimes 
so it was a great idea to have that 
extra booth so we can duplicate 
our items.”

Manougian said the idea 
turned out to be great in terms 
of foot traffic and its impact on 
sales. 

But Manougian said they 
are not only looking at the sales 
from the festival but they are 
also looking toward future sales 
through initiatives like handing 
out coupons.

Vendor and independent art-
ist Jesse Rodriguez said he came 
out to the event with many of the 
artists in attendance, as they are 
typically a group who travel to-
gether. 

Rodriguez said his experi-
ence at the festival was good as 
he got to meet some new peo-
ple and catch up with some old 
friends.

“This event is rad. Every-
body’s in a good mood and su-
per happy, the weather is really 
nice and it was fun,” Rodriguez 
said.

Rodriguez said the festival 

was also a great way for himself 
to get out of his house and make 
some money, which he is grate-
ful for.

The festival additionally 
helped to bring the community 
together.

La Verne resident Linda Bo-
holt said she came out to the 
event to support her friend’s 
lemonade stand in the festival 
but was happily shocked with 
the atmosphere.

“I came down here to try it 
and support him and so I was 
very pleasantly surprised when I 
got here there was music, it was 
fun,” Boholt said.

Rio Silvano Alcantar, Upland 
resident, said he came out to the 
event because as a way to get 
into the community more and 
enjoy the sunshine and people.

“So far the events been 
great,” Silvano Alcantar said. “I 
bought myself two rings here, 
got myself some lemonade, 
came with my girlfriend so we 
kind of just wanted to come over 
here and just enjoy the people 
and walk around.”

Silvano Alcantar said he 
hopes the city continues to 
host events like the festival to 
strengthen the community.

“This is what the world 
needs, we need community, we 
need to bring people together 
and this is the perfect place to do 
it, downtown Upland,” said Sil-
vano Alcantar.

For more information, visit 
historicdowntownupland.org.

Megan Mojica can be 
reached at megan.mojica@ 
laverne.edu.

Musical...
Continued from page 1

and social standing,” Ng said.
Even in front of empty the-

ater seats and without stage 
costumes nor stage lighting yet, 
those involved in the production 
still put their best foot forward 
during rehearsals as if they were 
performing to a full house.

“Ladies and gentlemen, we 
have a show!” Martinez ex-
claimed after the group wrapped 
up the musical’s final ensemble 
performance of “All The Live 
Long Day’’ and the three-hour 
rehearsal session two weeks pri-
or opening night.

“Working! A Musical” shows 
on April 21 through 23 and April 
28 through 30 at 7 p.m., and May 
1 at 2 p.m. at the Dailey Theatre 
located on the main campus. 

Tickets are $5 for general ad-
mission.

For more information,  
visit laverne.edu/event/work-
ing-a-musical/all or call 909-
448-4386.

Hien Nguyen can be reached 
at hien.nguyen2@laverne.edu.

highlight people themselves. 
Amel Hilo, attendee at the 

event and junior psychology 
major, thought it was a whole-
some way to show some of what 
the culture had to offer. 

“I think it would’ve been fun 
to see the different flags from the 
Middle East,” Hilo said. “But I 
think it did show a little taste of 
Arab American Heritage Month 
with the treats and foods.”

Another attendee, Mia Mar-
tinez, sophomore sociology ma-
jor, said that although she is not 
part of Arab culture, she enjoyed 
expanding her knowledge about 
it.

“I don’t know much about 
their culture but I love the food 
they have here,” Martinez said. 
“I also got to ask some ques-
tions about the people featured 
on the cards here and I love that 
they were able to make a differ-

ence to the United States. They 
should be proud, the community 
is.” 

Attendee Keiry Villatoro, 
sophomore sociology major, 
said she loved getting to attend 
the event with friends to learn 
more about the culture while 
eating and listening to music. 

“I am here with a couple 
friends and have gotten the 
chance to try the food and en-
joy the music with them,” Villa-
toro said. “It’s fun getting to try 
something new especially with 
friends who support other cul-
tures.”  

To learn more about National 
Arab American Heritage Month, 
visit arabamericafoundation.
org/national-arab-american- 
heritage-month.

Isabel Amezquita can be 
reached at isabel.amezquita@
laverne.edu.

Heritage...
Continued from page 2

Takeout can eat up your savings.

Pack your own lunch instead 

of going out. $6 saved a day 

x 5 days a week x 10 years 

x 6% interest = $19,592. That 

could be money in your pocket. 

Small changes today. Big bucks 

tomorrow. Go to feedthepig.org 

for free savings tips.



Sarah Van Buskirk
Sports Editor

The women’s water polo 
team lost their defensive 
strength in their senior night 
game against Cal Lutheran, los-
ing 14-9 Wednesday afternoon 
at the La Verne Aquatic Center.

This was a make-or-break 
game for the Leopards as they 
had to win in order to make the 
playoffs. They now stand in the 
No. 5 spot in the Southern Cal-
ifornia Intercollegiate Athletic 
Conference.

Despite the damage, after the 
game the seniors on the team 
were recognized as they stood 
along their friends and fami-
ly. With 10 senior players this 
year, nearly half the team will be 
graduating. 

“We will have massive re-
building,” head coach Pat Beem-
er said. “Me and my assistants 
have been working hard because 
we have a lot of suits to fill.”

The first quarter against the 
Regals had high energy for both 
teams with aggressive offense 
putting points on the board. 
Back and forth play ended the 
quarter in a tie, 3-3.

Senior attacker Dani D’An-
drea scored the first two goals 
of the game. On Monday, D’An-
drea was named SCIAC Water 
Polo Offensive Player of the 
Week after guiding the Leopards 
to a 15-5 win over Caltech on 
April 6.

D’Andrea said she believed 
her team expected to play as 
well as they did against Red-
lands two weeks ago but did not 
execute the little things right.

“There were plenty of oppor-
tunities for us, we just weren’t 

finishing our shots like we nor-
mally do,” D’Andrea said. “Un-
fortunately we put ourselves in 
a very difficult place going into 
our last games.”

Beemer said the second quar-
ter was disastrous for the Leop-
ards as they were outscored 
5-2. The Leopards defense got 
quiet and started to back off on 
the pressure. The Regals took 
the lead on a power play goal 
but sophomore center Nanea 
Mattson tied the game back up 

after her rocket into the goal. 
The tie was short lived as the 

Regals took a two point lead. La 
Verne utility player Abby Nunez 
tightened the deficit after pick-
ing up a rebound but the scoring 
stopped there for the Leopards 
in the second quarter. 

The Regals found the net 
twice more before the teams 
headed into the locker room for 
halftime.

After recollecting in the lock-
er room, the spirits seemed to 

be lifted for the Leopards as the 
bench and the home team stands 
were chanting for the green and 
orange.

In the third quarter the Leop-
ards were inching closer to tying 
the game back up but the Regals 
continued to dominate. 

Senior attacker Sona 
Aghasaryan said the intensity 
surrounding this particular game 
got into the team’s head.

“Our coach said that the des-
tiny of our season was in our 

hands in this game,” Aghasaryan 
said. “But whatever happened, 
happened at the end of the day.”

Regardless of the number on 
the scoreboard, the Leopards 
had 32 total shots in the game, 
out shooting the Regals who had 
23 shots. 

Goalie Kate Carlyle dislocat-
ed her shoulder during the game 
but continued to persevere as 
she was aggressive when com-
ing out of the goal for steals and 
blocking a handful of shots.

The deficit remained within a 
three-point range for the whole 
third quarter and the Leopards 
could not jump on a lead. 

In the fourth quarter, the Re-
gals put themselves up by five 
points after a power play goal 
and no Leopard defensive pres-
sure. 

There were just a few min-
utes remaining for the Leopards 
to initiate a comeback. Senior 
attacker Bianca Sanchez re-
ceived a long pass and quickly 
gave the ball to D’Andrea who 
scored the final goal of the game 
for the Leopards. 

Shortly after, the Regals 
skipped one more in the back of 
the net, finalizing the score 14-9.

Senior defensive attacker Su-
miko Rudisky said although the 
score was not what they wanted, 
there were still huge takeaways 
in the game.

“Some positives we had were 
keeping their lead scorer to only 
two goals,” Rudisky said. “Our 
goalie had great saves and we 
were all working well together.”

The Leopards currently 
have a conference record of 
6-6 as they travel to Clare-
mont-Mudd-Scripps on Sat-
urday and Pomona-Pitzer on 
Wednesday for their final SCI-
AC games of the season.

Sarah Van Buskirk can be 
reached at sarah.vanbuskirk@
laverne.edu.
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Softball slides by Occidental

Jashelle Ranson

Freshman second baseman Jelena Aguon slides into home plate, 
nearly missing the tag by Occidental senior catcher Drew Samson 
on April 8 at Campus West. The Leopards won the game, 10-2, 
and swept the Tigers by hitting double digit scores in all three 

games. The Leopards remain No. 2 in the Southern California 
Intercollegiate Athletic Conference with an overall record of 22-9 
and a conference record of 9-3. La Verne will face off against the 
Redlands Bulldogs at 3 p.m. Friday at Campus West.

Leos drop crucial game to Cal Lu

Nathan Driscoll

La Verne goalie Kate Carlyle jumps out of the water to block an in-
coming shot from the Cal Lutheran Regals with assistance from se-

nior attackers Sumi Rudisky (11) and Jassmine Kezman (9) Wednes-
day at the La Verne Aquatic Center. The Leopards lost, 14-9.



Aidan Balderas
Staff Writer

The Leopards baseball team 
let a late inning comeback by 
Cal Lutheran in Saturday’s dou-
bleheader spoil a strong week-
end against the Kingsmen.

The Leopards won the first 
game of the series Friday in 
Thousand Oaks, 11-2, and got 
the victory in game one of the 
doubleheader at Ben Hines 
Field, 8-0, with a dominant 
performance from the pitching 
staff.

But they could not follow it 
up, losing game two in heart-
breaking fashion, 7-3. 

Between games, the Hines 
family held a ceremony hon-
oring the recently passed Ben 
Hines, the former coach who 
brought La Verne its first nation-
al championship.

They spoke of Hines’ im-
pact on the Leopards’ winning 
culture and how he will be re-
membered as a man who had a 
passion for the game of baseball. 

Freshman pitcher Bennett 
Vogel then took the mound for 
the Leopards in game two with a 
record of 3-0. 

He pitched around several 
tough situations throughout the 
early innings.

The Kingsmen managed to 
get plenty of hitters on, which 
caused trouble for Vogel and the 
defense.

However, the de-
fense had Vogel’s 
back when runners 
were on base. Sopho-
more catcher Manuel 
Munoz threw out two 
runners in the game.

“Our coach was 
a catcher when he 
played baseball, so he 
really emphasizes re-
ceiving and releasing 
the ball so it can help 
us in-game,” Munoz 
said. 

The Leopards’ offense struck 
first when sophomore second 
baseman Chase Siffert crushed a 
double to left center in the first 
inning, followed by an RBI sin-
gle from junior outfielder Bran-
don Shiota to make it 1-0. 

“We’re definitely happy for 
winning the series against Cal 
Lutheran. They’re a great team,” 
Siffert said. “We need to im-
prove on situational hitting a lit-
tle bit more in practice and then 
we should be ready to go for 
next week.”

In the bottom of the third Sif-
fert got another hit to start it off. 

Shiota followed with a two 
run home run to put the Leop-

ards up, 3-0.
Vogel then pitched a quick 

1-2-3 fourth inning after. 
“He (Cal Lutheran senior 

pitcher Alexander Rivas) was 
attacking me with changeups. I 
was looking for the fastball in-
tentionally but he threw me one 
that I liked and the ball ended up 
going far,” Shiota said. 

In the top of the fifth inning 
Vogel got into a bases-loaded 
jam.

A mound visit helped calm 
him down, but he gave up a base 
hit to put the Kingsmen on the 
board, 3-1.

Vogel then locked in and 
struck out the next two batters, 
limiting the damage to just one 
run.

In the top of the sixth inning 
the Leopards brought in sopho-
more reliever Vicente Molina, 
who got the first two outs quick-
ly.

He then gave up a base hit 
followed by a game tying two 
run shot to sophomore catcher 
Brendan Durfee to make it a 3-3 
ball game. 

The Leopards immediate-

ly put in a new reliever, junior 
pitcher Alfredo Frey, who gave 
up the go-ahead run to put the 
Kingsmen up, 4-3. 

The Leopards’ offense went 
silent while the Kingsmen add-
ed insurance runs in the seventh 
and ninth inning to make it a 7-3 
ball game.

Molina was charged with the 
loss, putting him 1-2 on the sea-
son. 

“He got a good enough out-
ing from our starting 
pitcher Vogel who 
did a great job get-
ting out of the jam 
in the fifth keeping it 
3-1 there. After that 
we didn’t do any-
thing well,” head 
coach Scott Winter-
burn said. 

“We just didn’t 
play the same brand 
of baseball we’ve 
been playing all year 
and we just forgot 
about it,” he said. 

The team is 21-5-1 overall 
and 13-2 in the Southern Cal-
ifornia Intercollegiate Athletic 
Conference.

The Leopards are still in first 
place in the conference, with a 
one game lead over a red hot Po-
mona-Pitzer Sagehens team that 
swept the Whittier Poets last 
weekend. 

The 2-10 Poets will come to 
Ben Hines Field to start a three-
game series with the Leopards 
at 3 p.m. Friday, followed by a 
doubleheader at 11 a.m. Satur-
day in Whittier. 

Aidan Balderas can be 
reached at aidan.balderas@ 
laverne.edu.
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Bullpen falters against Kingsmen

Jashelle Ranson

Junior center fielder Drew Reddick cracks one to the outfield for 
a base hit Saturday against Cal Lutheran at Ben Hines Field. The 

Leopards won the series 2-1, falling short to the Kingsmen in game 
two of Saturday’s doubleheader, 7-3.

Jashelle Ranson

Junior first baseman Tanner Siffert (8) and freshman outfielder Lo-
gan Reese (41) cheer on junior outfielder Brandon Shiota (7) as 
he makes his way home after his two run home run in the second 
game of Saturday afternoon’s doubleheader against Cal Lutheran. 
The Leopards lost to the Kingsmen, 7-3. The Leopards remain in 
first place in the Southern California Intercollegiate Athletic Con-
ference with a 13-2 record and 21-5-1 overall.

Leos hold on 
to 1st place 
in SCIAC

‘We’re definitely happy for winning 
the series against Cal Lutheran. 
They’re a great team. We need to

 improve on situational hitting a little 
bit more in practice and then we 

should be ready to go for next week.’
—Chase Siffert,

sophomore second baseman
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