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Two University of La Verne 
communications department 
media outlets recently received 
top honors from the Columbia 
Scholastic Press Association and 
Broadcast Education Associa-
tion for the work of its students 
and faculty in the 2020-2021 ac-
ademic year. 

The achievements include 
placements within the top 11 
nationwide for both the Univer-
sity’s Campus Times newspaper 
and accompanying website, and 
the LeoFM radio station in the 
two associations’ contests, re-
spectively. 

The student-run Campus 
Times won a Silver Crown 
award for overall excellence in 
the newspaper/online hybrid 
category from the CSPA at the 
annual Crown Awards.

The Crown Awards honor 
top student publications and 
are selected by the CSPA board 
of judges at Columbia Univer-
sity for overall excellence – as 
shown by each publication’s 
writing, design and photogra-
phy, among other criteria.

Over 1,000 student publi-
cations entered the contest but 
only eight Silver Crowns and 
three Gold Crowns were award-
ed.

The winners were announced 
at an awards ceremony held vir-
tually by the CSPA on March 30.

“We are almost always in the 
top tier … which is such a great 
achievement and something to 
celebrate,” Campus Times Chief 
Adviser Elizabeth Zwerling 
said.

The Crown awards are an 
even higher honor. 

The CSPA judges college 
newspapers in its annual critique 
and contest using a 1,000-point 
rubric to evaluate depth and 
breadth of coverage, editing, 
design and photography. The 
Campus Times generally wins 
gold medals, putting the publi-
cation in the top tier, based on 
this point system. 

Each year, gold medal win-
ners with the highest points are 
then judged against one another 
in the Crown competition. The 

Campus Times has won 19 gold 
medals and four crown awards 
since 2003. 

Other Gold and Silver Crown 
winners this year included the 
Daily Pennsylvanian from the 
University of Pennsylvania, the 
Ithican from Ithaca College and 
the Pitt News from the Universi-
ty of Pittsburgh.

The Crown award for the 
2020-21 academic year is most 
meaningful, Zwerling said, as 
it covers the time period during 
which the Campus Times was 
produced completely virtually 
because of the pandemic.

Facing the remote transi-
tion of the newsroom, Campus 
Times was acknowledged for 
the adaptability of its staff and 
the commitment to reporting 
news even in an isolating time.

Zwerling said in a pre-re-
corded speech played during 
Columbia’s virtual award cere-
mony that covering the stories 
of the pandemic was cathartic 
for the staff because everyone 
was affected by the pandemic in 
“profound and personal ways.

“The experience showed us 
our own resilience and the re-
siliency in our college commu-
nity and way beyond,” Zwerling 
said.

Along with Zwerling, Jour-
nalism Operations Manager Eric 
Borer, and photography adviser 
and Associate Professor of Pho-
tography Shannon Benine, man-
aged a team of students remote-
ly and published the Campus 
Times weekly without interrup-
tions throughout the rollercoast-
er ride of the pandemic. Borer 
also envisioned and set up the 
virtual workflow system. 

David Gonzalez, senior jour-
nalism major, served as Campus 
Times editor-in-chief during the 
fall 2020 semester, which was 
the first fully remote semester.

Gonzalez said the hardest 
part about being in an authority 
position remotely was staying 
in contact with the writers and 
keeping everything on track.

“Missing the newsroom en-
vironment and having to report 
from home with difficult situa-
tions made things extra difficult, 
but we pulled through and did a 

Junior named Newman Fellow
Samira Felix
Staff Writer

Drake Ingram, a junior crim-
inology major, was recently 
named a 2022-2023 Newman 
Civic Fellow along with 172 stu-
dent civic leaders from 38 states 
by Campus Compact, a national 
coalition of educational institu-
tions that work to help improve 
civic and community engage-
ment in higher education. 

Ingram currently serves as 
president of the Brothers’ Fo-
rum, an organization that was 
created to support African 
American males and men of col-
or on campus with their social 
and academic aspirations. 

He is also a member of the 

Black Student Union on cam-
pus, an organization to help in-
spire, educate and empower Af-
rican-American students.

Before Ingram graduates, he 
hopes to help Black students get 
the sense of community and re-
sources necessary to grow at the 
University of La Verne with the 
help of the Brothers’ Forum and 
the Black Student Union. 

“When I got here, many of 
the Black organizations and the 
minority organizations were 
very standoffish toward one an-
other,” Ingram said. “And that 
was simply because they hadn’t 
received a certain amount of 
encouragement or support from 
the University up until recently 
when more and more students 

started advocating for it, espe-
cially in Black organizations 
where our Black population was 
relatively low.”

Ingram said that he has real-
ized the need for everyone, in-
cluding staff and faculty, to get 
better results.

“Once we started having 
more and more of those con-
versations, the Black population 
on campus grew and it became 
easier to address what the issues 
were for us on campus, what we 
needed as a group, holistically 
as a community and I feel like it 
has gotten better,” Ingram said. 
“It is nowhere near perfect, but 
we are definitely making im-
provements.”

Laura Les, vocalist of the hyperpop duo 100 
gecs, performs April 14 at the Glass House in 
Pomona before heading to Coachella. The duo, 

which includes Dylan Brady, played eclectic 
songs from their album “1000 gecs.” See story 
on page 7.

Natalie Medrano

100 gecs at the Glass House

Continued on page 2

Student media 
win top honors

Continued on page 5



The award-winning Campus Times 
online edition is updated throughout 
the week with event coverage and 
breaking news.

Visit lvcampustimes.org for cur-
rent and past stories, and additional 
columns and blogs.

You can like us on Facebook 
and follow us on Twitter @lvcampustimes and Instagram  
@campustimes for all the latest updates on local and on-cam-
pus news. Send us story ideas over social media or email to 
ctimes@laverne.edu.

Campus Times Online

COrreCTiOns
The Campus Times is 

committed to accuracy. 
When we make mistakes, 
however, it is our policy 
to correct them as soon 
as they are brought to 
our attention. If you find 
a mistake in the Campus 
Times, please let us know 
at ctimes@laverne.edu.
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Lecture highlights worldwide issues
Pedro Isao Mori
Staff Writer

Placido Gomez, associate 
dean of academic affairs, high-
lighted ongoing problems in the 
world and the lack of time to 
think about solutions in a lec-
ture titled “We Don’t Have Time 
to Rub Elbows and Sip Tea” at 
noon Tuesday in the Quay Davis 
Boardroom. 

Gomez started the talk by 
explaining a story that involved 
the name of the lecture. It is a 
reference to a project at Harvard 
University that aimed at improv-
ing the quality of life for Native 
Americans, but the group had 
initially failed to include native 
voices. 

At a dinner held the night 
before the meeting, a native stu-
dent was invited and gave a list 
of names of people who were 
native and qualified to speak 
on the topics. To this the person 
supposedly said, “I don’t have 
time to rub elbows and sip tea.”

He then began sharing three 
problems that he believed were 
challenges that we don’t have 
time to sit around and discuss 
how we’re going to solve them. 
The first one being world hun-
ger, referencing a Ted Talk he 
had seen on the subject.

“Every 10 seconds one of 
the kids (on the screen) would 
disappear and when all dozen 
of them had disappeared anoth-
er dozen would appear,” said 
Gomez. “I remember thinking, 
‘OK, I get your point.’ I know 
what you are saying but stop 
making those kids disappear. It 
was tragic, but then I realized 
that was her point.”

Gomez also highlighted that 
the idea of food insecurity is not 
something foreign for most peo-
ple. He stated that about 16 mil-
lion people, 6 million of which 
are children, face the same prob-
lem in the United States. With 
2.5 million children facing food 
insecurity in Los Angeles Coun-
ty as well. 

The story then shifted to his 
experience as a law professor. 
Gomez frequently took groups 
of students to court to show them 
what proceedings were like.

He mentioned that when one 
of his students said, “What is 
this? A courtroom for Blacks 
and Mexicans?” It made him 
take a closer look at the room 
and notice that all the convicts 
were minorities. All he could 
say back to the student was, “It 
certainly looks like it.”

However, the incident that 
left the largest impression on 
Gomez was after one of the in-
mates was sentenced. 

“(The inmates) her family 
cried to her ‘we love you’ and 
the bailiff came running to-
wards the family reaching for 
his nightstick and mace,” said 
Gomez. “‘Do not communicate 
with the prisoners. Don’t make 
eye contact with the prisoners.’ I 
remember thinking, ‘Is that what 
we’ve come to?’”

Gomez added on saying that 

he did not feel ok because he 
was sure that this was also hap-
pening in courtrooms across the 
country. 

He said that there are more 
African Americans in prison 
today than there were slaves in 
1860, a statistic from the book 
“The New Jim Crow: Mass In-
carceration in the Age of Color-
blindness.”

The last topic he covered in-
volved the border between the 
U.S. and Mexico, highlighting 
the fact that most of these peo-
ple are making their way up to 
the border in search of a better 
life but the country seems to be 
building a wall instead.

He rounded off by saying that 
the watch for current students 
had already begun. That the 
current generation of students 
would be responsible for mak-
ing a difference going forward. 

“From this lecture, I got that 
money is the root of all problems 
and we need to be able to fix the 
issue of money, ‘’ said freshman 

kinesiology major Kimberly 
Lein. “In order to be able to fix 
issues of education, the criminal 
justice system or even taxes and 
food security. It’s really about 
being able to help each other out 
as humans and working together 
towards a better society.”

Aaron Vasquez, freshman 
psychology major, said it was 
important to put pen to paper 
and to take action.

“We should go to action and 
all the problems are super im-
portant so we should act on them 
now,” Vasquez said.

Aerin Wiggins, sophomore 
business administration, said the 
lecture was powerful and had an 
impact on students in college.

“It’s learning about how we 
are going to make a difference 
in the world. I think this lecture 
did exactly that and it’s easily 
one of the best lectures I’ve ever 
attended,” Wiggins said.

Pedro Isao Mori can be 
reached at pedro.mori@ 
laverne.edu.

Event prompts discussion of interfaith diversity
Joseph Chavez
Staff Writer

Interfaith fellows Isela 
Chavez, sophomore sociology 
major; Olivia Magby, senior so-
ciology major; Aisha Adelotan, 
junior biology major; and Zan-
dra Wagoner, university chap-
lain, held an interfaith dialogue 
dinner Tuesday in the Campus 
Center Ballroom.

There were roughly 25 partic-
ipants, who showed up and ate 
Mediterranean food while they 
discussed various topics of faith 
via some discussion prompts.

As interfaith fellows, Chavez 
explained: “We practice inter-
faith between the La Verne com-
munity and have people of dif-

ferent religious or philosophical 
beliefs come together and get to 
know each other more.”

Questions shown on a pro-
jected PowerPoint were de-
signed to prompt conversation 
and help the participants fully 
understand each other’s beliefs.

Another part of the event 
had participants engage in one-
on-one conversations with each 
other with questions on the 
board guiding our dialogue.

The questions asked partic-
ipants to speak about why they 
hold their beliefs, why it is im-
portant to them, and some of the 
struggles that come along with 
this. 

Throughout the event, par-
ticipants sat with others and 

discussed their own religious 
beliefs and talked about the dif-
ferences and similarities among 
their beliefs. 

Wagoner, who participated 
in the event as well, explained 
how pairing up with other par-
ticipants was her favorite part of 
the event.

“I learned a lot because it 
was making connections, rela-
tionships, getting to stand with 
people who truly are sitting in 
different places with their world 
views,” Wagoner said.

Magby emphasized the im-
portance of conversing with 
people who hold different be-
liefs.

“It’s okay to have conversa-
tions with people you would not 

normally talk to whether it is 
regarding religion, spirituality, 
philosophy or people with no 
beliefs,” Magby said.

Wagoner said that conversing 
with others is not always easy.

“There were a couple peo-
ple whose views were not only 
vastly different but some beliefs 
even rubbed up against some of 
my old ways of being,” Wagoner 
said.

She added that she was able 
to keep an open mind through-
out the conversations.

“I recognized and noted the 
differences and used that energy 
to direct towards curiosity, so it 
was always in a spirit of under-
standing,” Wagoner said.

Magby added that under-
standing where one-another is 
coming from is important when 
in diverse settings.

“University of La Verne is 
very diverse and these spaces 
allow people to get different 
perspectives that you wouldn’t 
normally have and it provides 
great insight into others lives 
and experiences,” Magby said.

Chavez said that she hopes 
events like this help build rela-
tionships and challenge people 
to expand friendships.

“It’s a space for them to be 
more open and to get to know 
others in the community better,” 

Chavez said. “(For participants) 
not to only stick to that one 
friend group that makes them 
comfortable and to be more 
open to a diverse environment.”

Magby explained that these 
events help facilitate growth.

“These spaces provide con-
versations to grow because for 
me around a year ago I was not 
as open minded as I am now and 
I’m still growing, but I’m defi-
nitely better than what I was and 
these spaces helped,” Magby 
said.

“It was very enlightening 
seeing and hearing people’s way 
of life and being open minded to 
others beliefs,” said Cherie Atal-
or, sophomore computer science 
major.

Joseph Chavez can be 
reached at joseph.chavez2@
laverne.edu.Newman...

Director of Multicultural Af-
fairs Daniel Loera and Misty 
Levingston, associate director of 
multicultural affairs and Black 
student services, work alongside 
Ingram to help improve the or-
ganizations he is involved in. 

“Drake is dependable, clear 
and he has a vision for what he 
wants to see his fellow students 
gain experience around,” Loera 
said. “He knows what it means 
to have an experience that will 
provide additional learning and 
open additional doors for other 
students.”

Levingston said he goes 
above and beyond his duties as 
a student leader.

“Our initiative for Black stu-
dents is that we want to increase 
retention in graduation rates,” 
Levingston said. “As president 
of a retention program we work 
directly with Brothers’ Forum to 
provide that support. Drake has 
gone above and beyond what I 
would consider the call of duty 
for a student leader.”

The Newman Civic Fellow-

ship acknowledges and supports 
community-committed students 
who want to make a positive 
change and solve problems in 
their community. It is a year-
long fellowship that provides 
students with learning and net-
working opportunities. Newman 
Civic Fellows also have the op-
portunity to attend an optional 
conference hosted in Boston.

“Hopefully when Drake 
comes back from the confer-
ence he comes back rejuve-
nated, re-energized and maybe 
with new ideas on how he can 
collaborate with other students 
on campus,” Julissa Espinoza, 
director of community engage-
ment, said. “There are a lot of 
growth opportunities and pro-
fessional development oppor-
tunities involved with the pro-
gram.”

Loera and Levingston both 
said they are proud of Ingram 
and what he has accomplished 
so far and that he is being rec-
ognized for his involvement on 
campus.

“It gives me great pride to see 
that he has been identified and 
bestowed this honor because I 
also know that he has the abil-
ity and the capability of grow-
ing with it and doing more with 
it,” Loera said. “I see Drake as 
someone who is ready to expe-
rience new things and I know 
he will take advantage of that 
opportunity for his own growth 
and for giving back to the com-
munity.”

Ingram was also awarded the 
Spirit of La Verne award before 
he was named a Newman Civic 
Fellow. He will be recognized 
alongside 10 other honorees in a 
ceremony May 3.

“I am so proud of him…to 
see how far he has come as a 
student trying to be involved and 
seeing him lead a program and 
win these awards is amazing be-
cause we get to see his potential 
and how hard working he is,” 
Levingston said. “I am so proud 
of him. It is what he deserves.”

Samira Felix can be reached 
at samira.felix@laverne.edu.

Continued from page 1



Dear Editor,
When many individuals think of foster care, they 

think of the various social service programs that assist 
with temporarily placing children in the care of a fos-
ter parent or relative. The reasons for such temporary 
placements are investigated by the social program agen-
cy before such placements occur. However, one might 
be surprised when looking into the demographics as to 
who is placed into foster care. Across the nation, there is 
much evidence of racial disparities with the placement of 
children into the foster care systems. Sara Tiano’s article 
published in the L.A. Progressive indicated that “Nearly 
a quarter of all kids in foster care in Los Angeles Coun-
ty are Black, according to county statistics, though they 
comprise less than 8% of the county’s youth population. 
Nearly three-quarters of all children taken into foster care 
in 2020 were either Black or Latino.”

Several credible sources have indicated that there are 
a variety of reasons as to why children from communi-
ties of color are disproportionately placed in the foster 
care system, which include individual implicit racial bias. 
Bailey Maryfield, M.S. of the Justice Research and Statis-
tics Association indicated that “Implicit biases are asso-
ciations made by individuals in the unconscious state of 
mind. This means that the individual is likely not aware 
of the biased association. Implicit racial bias can cause 
individuals to unknowingly act in discriminatory ways…
their perceptions have been shaped by experiences and 
these perceptions potentially result in biased thoughts or 
actions.”

In a different turn of events, Nassau County, New 
York, foster care social workers recently completed a five-
year “blind removal” program where the social workers 
in charge of placing children in foster care did not know 
their race, neighborhood and other identifying factors. 
The results of the program were astonishing since racial 
disproportionate placements decreased significantly. 

This year, due to the success of the Nassau County 
“blind removal” program, Los Angeles County, in collab-
oration with UCLA’s Pritzker Center for Strengthening 
Children and Families, will test a blind removal program 
with an L.A. County Department of Children and Family 
Services office.

We can assist with changing the racial disproportion-
ate placements within foster care systems by doing any or 
all of the following:

• Ask government agencies who oversee foster care 
systems to please consider policies that stop racial dispro-
portionate foster care placements through various tools 
which can include further study and implementation of 
“blind removal” programs;

• Correspond with local social workers as well as your 
local, state, or national political officials to see what pol-
icies address and mitigate racial disparities in connection 
with foster care; and

• Ask government agencies who oversee foster care 
systems to consider annual seminars and webinars re-
garding causes and remedies for individual implicit racial 
bias.

Through such actions, we can help ensure that racial 
inequities within foster care systems are remedied and, 
hopefully one day, become a chapter of the past.

Bobby T. Rimas
Adjunct Professor of Legal Studies
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LeTTers TO The ediTOr
The Campus Times encourages readers to sub-

mit letters to the editors regarding topics covered 
in the paper. Letters should be no more than 400 
words in length and are due by Tuesday at 3 p.m. 
The Campus Times reserves the right to edit let-
ters for clarity, space and libel. Letters may be 
sent to ctimes@laverne.edu.

The New York Police Department failed its 
one mission – to serve and protect – when 
a masked gunman opened fire on the 36th 

Street Brooklyn subway station on April 12, leaving 
about 23 people injured with five in critical condi-
tion.

Following the subway shooting, New York City 
mayor Eric Adams said his call to action is to ensure 
more police officers are patrolling the subway.

“I would say to New Yorkers, we’re going to hold 
the day tour of the transit police officers to double 
the number of officers that are traditionally pa-
trolling the system,” Adams said in a live interview 
with CNN on April 12. “We’re going to make sure 
that we actively and aggressively identify the person 
and go after the person who was responsible.

According to the NYPD official website, the 
Patrol Services Bureau is the largest bureau in the 

NYPD, and its mission is to ensure the safety of cit-
izens and workers on public transportation by em-
ploying officers to patrol daily.

Rather than deploying more police officers on the 
subway station, he should have explained instead 
where the thousands of police officers employed to 
secure New York public transport were during the 
shooting.

“The proposed NYPD expense budget for Fiscal 
2022 is $5.44 billion, representing 5.5 percent of the 
City’s total,” according to the May 2021 “Report to 
the Committees on Finance and Public Safety on the 
Fiscal 2022 Executive Budget for the New York Po-
lice Department.” 

Of the many police officers that were in the sta-
tion, none were able to prevent the incident, stop 
the shooter, or get a proper description while it hap-
pened.

According to “NYPD and Partners Announce 
Plan for Crime Stoppers Rewards” on nyc.gov, 
Frank R. James was named the suspect of the inci-
dent, with several New York residents contributing 
to the efforts. 

A shop owner and security camera technician, 
Zach Tahhan, was one that helped identify the sus-
pect. 

Citizens helped with the efforts before the NYPD 
could get to it.

With the mayor proposing a $98 billion budget 
for the NYPD and talk of making that amount high-
er, it is a waste of money.

The NYPD needs to spend that money on actual 
security efforts like working security cameras rather 
than spending their time and effort in catching petty 
crime – like they do often – but were not able to 
catch a crime so large and violent.

Shooting exposes NYPD issues

Letter to the Editor

The time for gender neutral passports is final-
ly here. The Department of State announced 
that people can have a passport issued with 

an “X” gender marking, signifying an unspecified or 
other gender, starting April 11.

The announcement also stated that this option 
will be available for other federal government docu-
ments, including emergency passports and consular 
reports of birth abroad, by late 2023.

With this welcome change to gender markings, 
the Department of State updated its LGBTQ+ travel 
information to reflect the change.

The change may not be recognized by countries 
who do not recognize the gender neutral marker, so 
it is best to check with the foreign embassy before 
travel, according to the Department of State.

To apply for a gender neutral passport, visit the 
Department of State website at travel.state.gov.

Gender neutral passports may be easily available 
to everyone now, but this is not going to be the first 
time a gender neutral passport was issued. The State 
Department issued a passport with an “X” gender 
marking last year to Dana Zzyym, an intersex activ-
ist, according to the Associated Press. Their passport 
came after their legal battle about not wanting to lie 
about their gender on their documentation.

This move toward gender neutral passports is an 
important change, especially for nonbinary, intersex 
and transgender people.

Research shows that people who have their gen-
der affirmed can help them thrive and reduce sui-
cide ideation and attempts among transgender peo-
ple, according to The Trevor Project. Not affirming 
one’s gender can lead to the person feeling alone, 
stigmatized and undervalued.

Along with the change from the Department of 

State, the Department of Homeland Security also 
announced some changes to align with the passport 
change.

Homeland Security will be updating its Advanced 
Imaging Technology to be gender neutral, which 
will help reduce false alarm rates and pat downs.

The Transportation Security Administration will 
be removing gender based considerations from its 
checkpoint standard operating procedures.

With harmful rhetoric of transgender and other 
LGBTQ+ people being portrayed as predators and 
legislation being passed against LGBTQ+ people, 
this is a positive change among the negatives that 
seem to be taking place throughout the country.

Gender neutral passports are positive change
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LVLifeLife
Seder celebrates Jewish liberation
Megan Mojica
Staff Writer

After a two-year COVID hi-
atus, the University of La Verne 
once again held its annual Pass-
over Seder on Wednesday, host-
ed by the Office of Spiritual and 
Religious Life and Hillel, a Jew-
ish club on campus.

The event, held in the Quay 
Davis Executive Boardroom, 
hosted over 20 guests, both Jew-
ish and non-Jewish. 

The night was filled with 
traditions that included prayer, 
singing, storytelling, drinking, 
eating and conversation. 

The Seder is a cultural and re-
ligious celebration of the Jewish 
holy week of Passover that sig-
nifies the retelling of the biblical 
story of the exodus from Egypt, 
where God freed the Israelites 
from slavery. 

The Seder was accompanied 
by a meal catered by Bon Ap-
petit that ignited the senses and 
symbolized 14 different portions 
of the story through themes of 
freedom and liberation. 

The traditional Seder plate 
includes items such as hard 
boiled eggs, horseradish, bitter 
herbs, matzah and a shankbone 
– or boiled beet for a vegetarian 
option – that are all used sym-
bolically at different points of 
the meal. 

The annual Seder tradition 
at ULV was started in the 1970s 
by English professor Rhoda Ka-
chuck. 

Cantor Paul Buch of Temple 
Beth Israel in Pomona, who has 
led the Seder at ULV for over 
15 years, said he has always en-
joyed leading events at the Uni-
versity. 

“The philosophy of the Uni-
versity is so compatible with 
my own personal orientation 
to inclusion and education 
and respect and understanding 
amongst all religions and spiri-
tual traditions,” said Buch.  

Hillel President Kira De-
gelsmith, senior psychology 

major, said it is important to her 
that there is an interfaith con-
nection at ULV due to the small 
number of Jewish students and 
faculty on campus. 

 “It’s really awesome to see 
people come who are partly 
Jewish or not Jewish, who want 
to learn about the faith and be 
immersed in the Jewish culture,” 
Degelsmith said.

University Chaplain Zandra 
Wagoner said it is important be-
cause it is a tradition that honors 
a part of the campus community 
and the recognition of the vio-
lence of slavery and the human 
need for freedom and liberation 
as endearing human themes.

“For me the re-enactment of 
this Seder each year is an invita-
tion to freedom, it’s an invitation 
to be part of liberation and to 
question all forms of violence, 
especially that kind of violence 
that enslaves people in many, 
many forms,” Wagoner said.

Buch said that the themes 
of freedom from bondage and 
freedom from oppression are 
ideas that we can all understand 
during these times. 

“I think it’s an event that at 
its core has ideas that all human-
ity understands as beings, key 
to what it means to be human,” 
Buch said.  “Especially humans 
who are designed in the image 
of God and that the ideas of free-
dom and not being beholden to 
any slave master.” 

Tonya Brooks, adjunct pro-
fessor of school psychology, 
said her experience at the event 
was nice and welcoming. 

“You are a part of the reli-
gious experience,” Brooks said. 
“I do like the story, the history, 
the education that goes with the 
Seder.” 

Buch said he hopes that 
guests could take away some un-
derstanding of the tradition, cul-
ture, and people they may have 
not been familiar with. 

Megan Mojica can be 
reached at megan.mojica@ 
laverne.edu.

Drake Ingram

Paul Buch, cantor for Temple Beth Israel in Po-
mona, leads the University’s annual Passover 
Seder with a brief historical and traditional cer-

emony through song and interactive readings on 
Wednesday in the Quay Davis Executive Board 
Room, the first on-campus Seder since 2019. 

City Easter Egg Hunt includes kids of all ages
Isabel Amezquita
Staff Writer

The La Verne community 
hosted its annual family and 
pet-friendly Easter egg hunt 
event on Saturday, allowing res-
idents to enjoy a morning out 
with family and friends. 

Located in Las Flores Park 
at Bolling Avenue, roughly 200 
visitors gathered to celebrate 
the holiday by having picnics, 
enjoying music from all genres 
playing on the speakers, and 
helping out the little ones hunt 
for eggs full of chocolates, Jolly 
Ranchers and stickers. 

City staff and volunteers 
helped by providing goody bags 
and eggs for children of all ages. 
Event volunteer Craig Rubin, 
president of the La Verne Rota-
ry Club, said that seeing people 
smile is what really mattered to 
him.  

“This is the first event after 
COVID because COVID inter-
rupted it,” Rubin said. “Seeing 
all the kids and everyone get 
candy really made me smile 
today, and the parents loved it 
too.”

Rubin added that minor ob-
stacles had to be overcome.

“One obstacle that we faced 

was knowing how many eggs 
were needed since the can-
dy bags each have different 
amounts,” Rubin said. “We end-
ed up getting 4,000 eggs and the 
candy I got by the pound, so it 
was hard to tell, but we figured 
it out.” 

Many also enjoyed the photo 
ops with the Easter bunny. 

Dogs were also allowed to 
partake in the festivities. 

Kids especially loved getting 
to participate in the egg hunt.
They ran around picking out the 
colors they wanted to take home 
in their baskets. 

“We always have a good 

crowd, and always do this at two 
different parks in La Verne,” Ro-
tary club member and La Verne 
City Council candidate Steve 
Johnson said. “We even set away 
some candy if kids show up late. 
Getting to watch the youngest 
kids that come out here is so fun 
to watch.”

Johnson said the event never 
gets old.

“I don’t have brothers or 
sisters and do egg hunts at my 
house every year, but coming to-
day was really fun because I was 
able to play with new kids like at 
school, but on a Saturday,” said 
Jake Garcia, 7, of La Verne. 

Alan Longoria, of San Di-
mas, said he was not planning 
on attending the event but was 
glad he did. 

“I originally thought coming 
to events like these would be 
boring,” Longoria said. “I decid-
ed to bring my little 4-year-old 
cousin here because I had noth-
ing else to do, but I actually had 
fun with him because I was able 
to help him pick out eggs … to 
take home and share. I actual-
ly think we got to bond a little 
more today.” 

Isabel Amezquita can be 
reached at isabel.amezquita@
laverne.edu.
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Cactus Coffee gets new ownership

Amber Farra, employee at Cactus Coffee, serves a 
latte to a customer Monday. Cactus Coffee, which 
serves a variety of mostly coffee drinks, recently 

came under new ownership with changes expect-
ing to come to the coffee shop later this year with 
a new name.

Nathan Driscoll

Vincent M. Franco
Staff Writer

After serving quality coffee 
to the City of La Verne for the 
past five years, Cactus Coffee 
will now be operating under new 
management and a new name. 
The original owner, Jeremy Je-
newein, feels now is the best 
time to hand over his cozy little 
coffee shop, in order to give it a 
fresh new start. 

Located on D Street right 
across the street from the Uni-
versity of La Verne, Cactus Cof-
fee offers students and down-
town La Verne visitors a place 
to study or just to sit back and 
relax. 

The new owners, married 
couple Maharasyi Hanza and 
Tyrone Rudulph, plan to keep 
that same vibe but in their own 
way with their own aesthetics. 

“It’s not like it’s been horri-
ble … for me, it’s just a lot. I’m 
a little burnt out,” said Jenewein, 
who wants to hand over the 
torch now that he has reached 
his stride with the shop. 

Before opening Cactus, Je-
newein had never worked with 
coffee in his life. 

Hanza and Rudulph on the 
other hand had the free time only 
a pandemic can offer to research 
and plan before starting up their 
pop-up coffee shop Nambah 
Coffee, the name of which they 
plan on keeping for the perma-
nent store front. 

As a pop-up Nambah Cof-
fee offers bottled cold brew, 
tamacha cold brew, and even 
distributes their own whole 
bean coffee. An essentially ful-
ly mobile coffee shop, they do 
espresso bar catering for events, 
and install nitro kegs at different 
restaurant locations. 

Nevertheless, Nambah Cof-
fee will be settling down in 
about a month, after almost two 
years of being mobile. 

“The location that we found 
now just really really fit our 
journey really well and the di-
rection we were going so, yeah 
we’re just fortunate to be able to 
find something right in the com-
munity that we already live in,” 
said Rudulph.

As La Verne residents, they 

have been drawn to appreciate 
the small town type lifestyle, 
and are excited to share their 
love of coffee with their neigh-
bors. Owning and operating a 
small business in La Verne is 
important to them, as they hope 
to contribute to the city’s cul-
ture.  

Hanza is the one taking the 
lead on the new interior design 
direction of the shop. But she 
wants to give as little informa-
tion as possible when it comes 
to what she has planned, leaving 
some room for surprise. 

“There will definitely be 
some changes, a lot of art in-
fluences, a lot of bali inspired 
designs, make it a little more 
loungy,” Hanza said.

On top of being coffee con-
noisseurs, Hanza and Rudulph 
are also professional musicians, 
so visitors can expect to see 
some live music performances 
at Nambah. 

“As a singer-songwriter my-
self, I really really value the 
work that songwriters put in, so 
we definitely will be creating a 
space for creatives to do that, 
for musicians to do that,” Hanza 
said. 

Even with all the planned 
changes, you can still expect to 
see some familiar faces at Nam-
bah, as the old staff will still be 
behind the counter. 

“I’m excited to see what hap-
pens, you know, it’ll be a change 
definitely, I think Cactus has be-
come kind of a staple for a lot 
of people in La Verne and the 
surrounding areas you know, so 
it’ll be interesting to see how it 
changes,” said Amber Farrar, a 
barista at the coffee shop.

Hanza and Rudulph are both 
excited to be a part of the thriv-
ing community here in La Verne, 
hoping to help it grow. As well 
as the new friendships and rela-
tionships that are going to come 
out of it.

There is no specific set date 
for the official opening of the 
Nambah Coffee store front, but 
they are hoping to be set and 
ready to go in about a month or 
so. 

Vincent M. Franco can be 
reached at vincent.franco@ 
laverne.edu.

Student media...
Continued from page 1
good job,” Gonzalez said. “Get-
ting the award makes the hard 
work the staff put in worth it.”

LeoFM ranked 11th nation-
ally for best audio programs as 
part of the BEA’s 2022 Recogni-
tion of Institutional Excellence 
in Media presented virtually in 
March.

The ranking takes into con-
sideration the quality and con-
sistency of students’ creative 
works produced at each institu-
tion compared to others in the 
past five years.

Broadcast Operations Man-
ager Shane Rodrigues oversees 
the student-run radio station 
LeoFM, which is on air 24 hours 
a day, seven days a week.

Rodrigues said he believes 
the hands-on experience that 
students at the communications 
department get, especially by 
participating at LeoFM radio 
station, helps create and shape 
their skill set that is evident-
ly recognized by professionals 
within the field. 

“We’ve got some talented 
students, including current un-
dergraduates and alumni,” Ro-
drigues said. 

“It’s an honor to teach these 
kids and then see them receive 
such a remarkable award and 
also succeed in their field after 
graduation.”

Hien Nguyen can be reached 
at hien.nguyen@laverne.edu.
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‘Unbound’

The Irene Carlson Gal-
lery of Photography in 
Miller Hall is currently dis-
playing “Unbound: Senior 
Thesis Exhibition.” The ex-
hibit runs through May 30. 
An artist walkthrough will 
take place from 5 p.m. to 6 
p.m. May 12. Admission is 
free.

‘Working!’
The University of La 

Verne departments of the-
ater and music will show-
case “Working! A Musical” 
Friday through Sunday and 
Thursday through May 
1 in Dailey Theatre. The 
production is based on in-
terviews conducted by oral 
historian Studs Terkel on 
average working class peo-
ple. Admission is $5. For 
more information and dates 
visit laverne.edu/event/
working-a-musical/all.

Punk Bands 
The Offtrax, Elephant 

Overdrive and more local 
garage punk bands will 
perform from 6 p.m. to 11 
p.m. April 30 at The Haven 
in Pomona. Admission is 
$10. For more information 
visit thehavenpomona.
com.

‘Fauxtopia’ 
The Don B. Huntley 

Gallery at Cal Poly Pomona 
is exhibiting “Treasures of 
Fauxtopia Artifacts, Mem-
orabilia and Souvenirs 
from The Most Believable 
Place on Earth.” The exhib-
it, featuring posters with 
vintage styled futurist out-
looks through many forms 
of design, will run through 
Sept. 11. Admission is free.

‘Parisian 
Ecologies’

The Benton Museum of 
Art at Pomona College is 
showing “Parisian Ecolo-
gies: The City Transformed 
in Nineteenth-Century 
Prints and Drawings.” The 
exhibit highlights the urban 
development of Paris in the 
mid 19th century and the 
ecological repercussions of 
those developments. The 
show runs through June 
25. Admission is free. For 
times and reservations visit 
pomona.edu/museum.

—Liliana Castañeda

HAppenings Spring exhibit takes

Whimsical twist
by Robyn Jones

photography by 
Drake Ingram

In the Gallery SOHO at the 
Montclair Place mall, art-
ists jumped the “Down the 

Rabbit Hole” to create an edgy 
spring themed exhibition along 
with an Easter event on April 
15 in the Pomona Valley Art 
Association space.

“Down the Rabbit Hole” is 
a quirky and edgy concept cre-
ated by Kat Hopkins, artist and 
member of the Association. 
The exhibit also features eight 
other artists.

Inside the gallery, mem-
bers of the Association set up 
a class area to allow children 
to participate in an air-dry clay 
egg making class and egg hunt 
in spirit of Easter Sunday. 

For artists to get their work 
in the show, they had to be ac-
tive Association members. 

The artwork was set out on 
podiums for were sculptures or 
standing ceramics, and on the 
wall if they could be hung. 

The color scheme had a 
dark edge. 

For a spring themed show, 
it was intriguing to see the art-
work in dark blues, browns, 
reds, and semi-dark greens.

“It was a loose concept,” 
Hopkins said. 

“We wanted to be about 
spring, but we didn’t want it to 
be so limited, like it has to be 
only rabbits.”

Hopkins created a rustic ste-
ampunk watering can inspired 
by the movie “Alice in Won-
derland.” 

Around the base of the can 
were glued on gear-shifts, 
quotes from the movie, a key 
and a clock.

It caught the eye of many 
visitors. 

It was an intricate quirky 
handmade piece, and all of its 
elements blended together as 
one.

Richard Morris of Rancho 
Cucamonga was another fea-
tured artist. 

He’s a landscape artist who focuses 
mainly on painting rocks, water, and sky 
as a part of his entries and has his own 
personal signature.

Morris’ paintings were perspective 
pictures looking from the inside out. 

His art had the effect of transporting 
the viewer into a cave filled with a sea of 
rocks and a never-ending ocean.

“They’re stylized landscapes,” Morris 
said. I don’t try to photographically paint 
something.”

As an artist he said he hoped this 

event would bring a few more people 
into the gallery to see what all the noise 
is all about.

Ruthellyn Whittington was another 
artist with two pieces in the exhibit. 

One of her pieces was a woven frame 
with a moon and sun in the middle of 
feathers harboring the outside of the cir-
cle. 

Her color scheme was midnight blue 
with accents of a grayish silver.

“The exhibit as a whole – I love it,” 
Whittington said.

“I like that it is different from just a 

painting or a piece of art. It makes you 
think. It’s whimsical, clever, and it puts a 
little bit of a skip in my step.” 

Andre Ford, an event host and artist, 
said he was happy with the exhibit’s out-
come. 

Because Pomona Valley Art Associ-
ation is a non-profit organization, any 
funds from such shows and events go 
right back into funding the organization.

For more information, visit https://
pvaa.net/.

Robyn Jones can be reached at robyn.
jones2@laverne.edu.

Pomona Valley Art Association President 
Kathleen McCall’s piece, “The Harder I 
Go the Behinder I Get,” inspired by “Al-
ice in Wonderland,” is on display as part 
of the “Down the Rabbit Hole” exhibit 

at the Gallery SOHO at the Montclair 
Place. The spring themed exhibit features 
the work of nine artists. The “Down the 
Rabbit Hole” exhibit runs through April 
30.
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Masego performs fan favorite hits

Anabel Martinez
Editor-in-Chief

Hyperpop duo 100 gecs 
brought a new, intoxicating 
stage presence to the Glass 
House in Pomona at their April 
14 show. 100 gecs’ performance 
was a stimulating mix of genres 
like electronica, pop and synth-
core that I have never seen be-
fore at this venue.

Out of the 10 or so shows I 
have been to at the Glass House, 
this was undoubtedly my favor-
ite.

100 gecs became a staple hy-
perpop name after increasingly 
gaining popularity after the de-
but of their 2019 album “1000 
gecs.” Becoming a fan of the duo 
Laura Les and Dylan Brady fol-
lowing that same album release, 
I had no expectations other than 
a night of high adrenaline.

The duo’s stage design fit 
their signature look with comi-
cally large speaker props, an up-
side down trash can, and yellow 
wizard-like robes.

“Gec gec gec,” the crowd 
chanted as they anticipated their 
stage entrance.

They welcomed the crowd 
with their voices being shouted 
with autotune and opened with 
the unreleased song “hey big 
man,” a drum and fast guitar rip-
heavy hit.

My energy doubled when 

they followed with “stupid 
horse” and jumped around to the 
fast beat, almost double the tem-
po as “hey big man.”

To my surprise, I enjoyed 
their song “Doritos & Fritos” 
live tremendously more than I 
did when I streamed it right after 
its release just two days before 
the show – marking this the first 
live performance of the song. 

With hints of ska and funky 
90s rock, the walking bass line 
sounded amazing and made it 
difficult to not want to dance.

I found myself singing almost 
all the lyrics to every song, lyr-
ics I did not even know I knew 
by heart.

The venue lights shut down 
on the last beat of each song, 
building up excitement for the 
vibrant bass and electronic beats 
of the next song.

“757” and “hand crushed by 
a mallet” were some of my fa-
vorites to dance to that night. 
The plays on fast and slow tem-
po, and strikes of auto-tuned 
rhythms was addicting and 
brought on rushes of thrills.

It was easy to let loose in the 
crowd with absolutely no fear of 
judgment. 

I got comfortable in the 
crowd while Laura Les, guitarist 
and vocalist, got comfortable on 
stage with bare feet and an over-
sized t-shirt.

Matching the personality of 

100 gecs’ music, the audience 
members’ fashion was just as 
eccentric and creative. 

I saw people wearing six-inch 
tall Demonia platforms, light up 
sneakers, mixed and matched 
patterns and colors, and every 
style imaginable. It made me 
feel comfortable but also jok-
ingly wish I had worn my taller 
platform shoes rather than the 
3-inch platforms I had on.

Javier Garcia of East Los 
Angeles stood out right in the 
center of the pit wearing a 100 
gecs shirt that he bought at their 
last show in L.A., layered with a 
bright blood orange puffer jack-
et and geometric black eyeliner.

“I just figured it would make 
me stand out a bit. I like to make 
friends at shows so I figured this 
is a bit of subliminal messaging 
that says, ‘Hey, come talk to 
me,” Garcia said.

Garcia said he enjoyed being 
in the middle of the action in the 
crowd while 100 gecs performed 
some of his favorite songs like 
“hollywood baby,” which is un-
released. 

“I’m a big fan and if they’re 
in the area and it’s reasonably 
priced, then I figure I might as 
well go out there,” Garcia said. 
“Pomona is a bit far but it was 
worth coming out.”

Attracting a crowd from all 
different areas, both the unre-
leased and popular songs were 

big hits from all sides of the 
venue.

Mia Flores of Los Angeles 
watched the show from the bal-
cony, where she said she gets 
the best view from. Her favorite 
of the night was the 2021 song 
“mememe.”

“I like the balcony just be-
cause I can see the best from up 
there. When I’m in the crowd, 
it can be hard to see anything,” 
Flores said.

Andrew Hernandez of Mon-
tebello said he also enjoyed their 
newer releases from the balcony.

“They’re great performers, 
but I feel like at every concert I 
have a hard time hearing the vo-
cals for some reason so I don’t 
know if that might need to be 
turned up in the mixer,” Hernan-
dez said.

Chandler Adams of Los An-
geles said this is their eighth 100 
gecs show, but the first time vis-
iting the Glass House.

Adams said they watched the 
show rotating from the balcony 
to the front barricade to the back 
and into the pit.

“I was pleased. I enjoyed 
myself. I liked the venue setup. 
For the most part, the crowd was 
cool. Yeah, I had a good time,” 
Adams said. “Again, I liked the 
venue.”

The crowd head banged and 
jumped around when their most 
streamed and one of the last 
songs of the night, “money ma-
chine,” standing at over 73 mil-
lion Spotify listens, took over 
the room.

Being a classic 100 gecs 
song, it was one of the most 
energetic performances of the 
night and hearing it live for the 
first time with such a vibrant 
crowd definitely became a core 
memory.

Anabel Martinez can be 
reached at anabel.martinez2@
laverne.edu.

Joslyn Aguilar
Staff Writer

The Glass House in Pomona 
on Monday night was filled with 
fans waiting to hear Masego 
blend genres like hip hop, house 
and jazz, for a modern soul 
sound with the help of his infa-
mous saxophone, the instrument 
that makes his music stand out.

Masego is a Jamaican-Amer-
ican musician, and very known 
for his use of the saxophone in 
his music. Since Masego’s arriv-
al in 2016, he has helped bring 
attention to jazz music while 
adding his own touch. 

Masego’s music varies, a mix 
of upbeat house music, jazz mu-
sic, R&B and a bit of reggae all 
at the same time.

Just before the start of the 
show, a stage hand placed 
Masego’s sax on stage. The 
crowd roared.  

Masego hit the stage at 9 p.m 
and kicked off the concert with 
fan favorite “Navajo.” 

“Navajo” caught the pub-
lic’s attention recently as Drake 
sampled it for his newest al-
bum “CLB.” The song, with its 
smooth but upbeat melody, in-
stantly had the crowd cheering. 

Masego was joined on stage 
by a drummer, and a bass and 
piano player. The crowd sang 
along and danced to each of his 
songs during his set.

During one of his songs, 

Masego conversed with the 
crowd.

The intimate but still large 
venue added to the overall expe-
rience of the concert, providing 
a personal and relaxed feel.

Masego played songs from 
one of his first EP’s, “Pink 
Polo,” for his longtime fans as it 
is such a fan favorite.

“Girls That Dance” had the 
crowd cheering loudly, and 
screaming at the top of their 
lungs.

“Hearing him play songs from 
the ‘Pink Polo’ EP was insane,” 
said audience member Alexis 
Uribe of Yucaipa. “That EP was 
how I discovered Masego and 
have been a fan ever since. This 
was my first time seeing him 
perform and he’s just as good in 
person.”

His music makes you want to 
dance yet relax at the same time 
, depending on a person’s mood 
they could do either. There’s 
constant hits of piano, saxo-
phone and drums in his songs.

The real crowd favorite was 
one of his biggest hits, “Tadow.” 
By the first beat of the song the 
crowd was cheering and singing 
instantly.

Masego also played some of 
his own more personal favorite 
songs that were not as popular as 
some of the rest.

“I really like this crowd,” 
Masego said as he proceeded to 
throw out money into the crowd.

“I never really knew who 
Masego was until I got invited 
to come. It was my first concert 
ever but I really loved Masego’s 
performance,” audience mem-
ber and ULV junior accounting 
major Kenneth Lorenzana said. 
“I was amazed at how good of 
a musician he was. Seeing him 
play his saxophone was amaz-
ing.” 

Audience member Stephanie 
Macias of Rialto, enjoyed the 

concert and the overall vibe.
“You never know how the 

crowd can behave but this crowd 
was nothing but vibes,” Macias 
said.

The use of the instruments 
really tied together the vibe and 
genre of Masego’s music.

Crowd favorite moments 
were when Masego started 
playing his instruments himself 
or when he gave his musicians 
their solo moments – as audi-

ence member Breanna Aguilar 
of Highland, agreed.

“The drummer’s solo was my 
favorite moment. He was going 
off on the drums,” Aguilar said.

The night ended with the au-
dience cheering and screaming 
the songs till the last minute, 
leaving everyone in a fantastic 
mood.

Joslyn Aguilar can be 
reached at joslyn.aguilar@ 
laverne.edu.

Concert Review: 

100 gecs is bigger than just the hyperpop genre

Natalie Medrano

Jamaican-American singer Masego opens his 
sold-out show at the Glass House in Pomona on 
Monday with his single “Navajo.” Masego had 

the crowd cheering with his music, which is a 
blend of genres like hip hop, house, jazz and mod-
ern soul.
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(Operated by RAINN—the Rape, Abuse & Incest National Network)



Sarah Van Buskirk
Sports Editor

The baseball team won 17-5 
in a seven inning mercy rule af-
ter pitching settled in against ri-
val Whittier on April 15 at Ben 
Hines Field. The win opened an 
explosive three game sweep of 
the Poets.

Senior pitcher Sean Holt 
opened the first game on the rub-
ber for the Leopards now with a 
record of 9-1 and 2.40 ERA. 

He started off rocky getting 
stuck in multiple-men-on-base 
situations but after a few in-
nings, Holt was comfortable and 
made his way out of some jams. 

Head coach Scott Winterburn 
had a few visits to the mound but 
decided to hold off on bringing 
in the bullpen, allowing Holt to 
pitch six innings. 

“Winterburn came out to the 
mound and really helped me set-
tle down when I was giving up 
hits,” Holt said. “Pitching six 
innings allowed me to give our 
bullpen a rest.”

In the top of the first inning, 
the Poets struck first after an 
RBI single by senior center 
fielder Dane Goodman. The 
damage was curbed after Whitti-
er freshman first baseman Max-
imus Berber was tagged out at 
third base to end the inning. 

An early scare for the Leop-
ards came when the lead-off hit-
ter, sophomore second baseman 
Chase Siffert, was hit by a pitch 
on his helmet, drawing blood. 
The trainer came to the plate 
and took Siffert to perform some 
concussion protocols. Sopho-
more pinch runner Cole McCo-
llum took his place on first. 

A few batters later, freshman 
left fielder Logan Reese hit a 
groundout RBI which brought 
McCollum home and evened the 
score, 1-1.

“The first time through the 
order was kind of a struggle for 
everyone,” Siffert said. “But 
then we settled in and got back 

to the plan we have had for the 
whole season.”

In the top of the second in-
ning, Siffert was back on second 
base and the Poets took the lead 
with two RBI singles, making 
the score 3-1. 

The third inning was where 
Holt found his sweet spot, shut-
ting down the Poets for the 
next two innings. The Leopards 
jumped on the opportunity to 
take the lead in the bottom of the 
third with a two out rally. 

Reese landed another RBI 
ground out to bring junior first 
baseman Tanner Siffert home. 
Following up was freshman des-
ignated hitter Malachi Francois, 
who hit an RBI single up the 
middle to send junior right field-
er Brandon Shiota home and tie 

up the game, 3-3.
“It definitely caught me off 

guard the way Whittier started 
off putting us on our heels and 
shocking us for a bit,” Shiota 
said. “But I brought the team up 
by saying we just need to play 
our brand of baseball by playing 
with veteran savviness and the 
younger guys sticking to what 
they have been told.”

Sophomore third baseman 
Cameron Slessor who singled to 
right, advancing Francois. 

A huge play was made by 
junior catcher Christian Killian 
after he hit a two RBI single and 
rounded the bases to third due to 
an error by the Poets’ outfield-
ers. Killian was able to come 
home after a wild pitch from the 
Poets.

After a single and stolen base 
by junior second baseman Drew 
Reddick, sophomore short-
stop Anthony Salcedo brought 
Reddick home on a single. The 
Leopards took a 7-3 lead going 
into the fourth inning.

Expanding their lead in the 
fourth inning, the Leopards put 
together four RBIs from Shiota, 
Slessor, and Killian. 

The Poets responded in the 
top of the fifth after an RBI and 
an error by Holt, putting two 
more runs on the board. 

The bottom of the sixth in-
ning was an active one for the 
Leopards as they scored their 
final points of the game. Base 
hits were nonstop and runs were 
stacking up to make the Leopard 
lead 17-5. 

“Once we started to string 
together some better quality 
at bats, it put pressure on their 
defense and pitcher,” Tanner 
Siffert said. “That allowed us 
to succeed and execute what we 
needed to get done.”

Sophomore pitcher Ryan Mc-
Lernon closed out the game for 
the Leopards, which finalized 
the score, 17-5.

With a Southern California 
Intercollegiate Athletic Confer-
ence record of 16-2, the Leop-
ards will travel to Pomona-Pitzer 
at 3 p.m. Friday and then host 
the Sagehens at 11 a.m. Saturday 
for a doubleheader at Ben Hines 
Field. 

Sarah Van Buskirk can be 
reached at sarah.vanbuskirk@
laverne.edu.
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Leos write off Poets with sweep

Jingyao Liang

Freshman designated hitter Malachi Francois winds up to get a 
piece of the ball against the Whittier Poets on April 15 at Ben Hines 

Field. The Leopards collected their 22nd win of 2022 in seven in-
nings, 17-5. The Leopards swept the Poets in three games.

Eric Esquibel
Staff Writer

The Leopards softball team 
started a three game skid against 
the Redlands Bulldogs on April 
15 at Campus West, losing 10-0. 

The Leopards in the series 
against the Bulldogs were with-
out a key number of players 
due to the NCAA’s COVID-19 
exposure protocols. The rules 
make athletes not fully vacci-
nated subject to quarantine if 
they are in close contact with the 
COVID-19 virus, leaving the 
Leopards with only 11 players 
in their lineup. 

The following day, Saturday, 
the Leopards went on the road to 
face Redlands in a doublehead-
er. They fell again to the Bull-
dogs, 6-1 in the first game and 

5-4 in extra innings in the final 
meeting. The Leopards are cur-
rently 9-6 in the Southern Cal-
ifornia Intercollegiate Athletic 
Conference. 

“We were short handed, but 
they (the Bulldogs) are a good 
team,” head coach Dennis Blas 
said. “We’re playing with peo-
ple out of position, and the girls 
are gonna play hard with what-
ever we do.”

In the first game of the series, 
the Leopards had trouble getting 
their offense going. The first in-
ning was scoreless and quick, as 
three outs for both teams started 
the second inning. 

The second inning started off 
fast with a home run by Bulldog 
freshman third baseman Sier-
ra Daley but this was the only 
score in the inning, as junior 

pitcher Rachel Rubio was able 
to recover with a strike out and 
two ground outs. The Leopards 
were unable to answer back with 
their trip to the plate.  

“We are definitely optimistic 
but trying to take it one game 
at a time especially after a loss 
like this, it does hurt but we are 
taking it as a learning moment,” 
Rubio said. “I think we were in 
our heads and we played scared 
today being down this many 
girls.”

When the third inning start-
ed, Redlands came out hot. They 
scored three runs in the inning, 
starting with a two-run homer 
by sophomore shortstop Collette 
Allen. The Leopards could not 
capitalize and finished the third 
inning down 4-0.

The fourth inning started off 

much like the third inning as the 
Bulldogs started their scoring 
with a two-run home run by ju-
nior left fielder Alexis Campos, 
putting the Leopards down even 
further. Redlands finished the 
inning with a 7-0 lead and the 
Leopards’ offense was unable to 
get started. 

“We’re always trying to pick 
each other up. We always have 
this mindset if you don’t have it 
on the field, try to have it at bat,” 
sophomore center fielder Haylee 
Hsieh said. “Whatever we are 
lacking on defense, we can see 
if we can pick it up on offense,” 

At the start of the fifth inning, 
junior pitcher Katelyn Shephard 
was subbed in for Rubio to try 
and change the tide of the game. 
The Bulldogs were streaking 
however and were able to add 

on three more runs in the final 
inning. But the Leopards could 
not mount any sort of comeback 
and lost in five innings, 10-0. 

“We have to just try and keep 
our energy up, and do what I can 
to help my team. It is hard right 
now, we’re obviously down a lot 
of players,” freshman left fielder 
Ashley Rodriguez said. “Com-
ing back from a lead like this is 
hard but stepping up is the big 
thing that makes up for it.” 

The Leopards take on the Cal 
Lutheran Regals next, starting 
with a 3 p.m. Friday game in 
Thousand Oaks. They will then 
head back home to Campus 
West on Saturday for a double-
header at noon in their possible 
final meeting of the season. 

Eric Esquibel can be reached 
at eric.esquibel@laverne.edu.

Short-handed La Verne lineup can’t stop Bulldogs
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