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Wild ride

William Zeus Hardy

Nick Mclean, junior business and theater major, attempts to stay 
on a mechanical bull at the Planet La Verne event Saturday on 
the Citrus Lawn. Planet La Verne, hosted by the Campus Activ-

ities Board, helped students to relax as the end of the semester 
approaches. The event featured other carnival games, free food 
and live music from The Nandos.

ULV 
faces 
tuition 
lawsuit
Samira Felix
Staff Writer

Former student Brianna Arre-
dondo, who was enrolled at the 
University of La Verne during 
the 2019-2020 year, has filed a 
class action lawsuit against the 
University calling for a partial 
refund of tuition and fees for the 
spring 2020 semester. Arrendon-
do earned her bachelor of sci-
ence in business administration 
in 2021. 

Students affected by the class 
action suit were notified in a 
March 14 email that they were 
part of the suit filed on behalf 
all traditional undergraduate stu-
dents enrolled at the University 
in spring 2020 unless they chose 
to opt out. 

During the spring 2020 se-
mester, the University moved all 
classes online with little notice 
due to the COVID-19 pandemic 
and the state stay-at-home or-
ders.

The suit alleges that the 
switch to online classes led stu-
dents to not receive all the ser-
vices that were supposed to be 
included in the tuition they paid 
for that semester. 

“The University Of La Verne 
responded to the pandemic 
properly,” Doajo Hicks, gener-
al counsel for the University, 
said in an emailed interview this 
week about the pending lawsuit. 
“The University appropriately 
charged students for expenses it 
incurred to operate and provide 
the online learning environment 
that was required during the 
spring 2020 semester and be-
yond.”

But Michael A. Tompkins, 
senior associate at Leeds Brown 
Law, an attorney representing 
the class, said the lawsuit was 
filed because students paid for 
services that were not provided 
to them.

“ULV did not provide stu-

Faculty showcase research, creativity
Olivia Modarelli
Staff Writer 

The Campus Center Ball-
room was teeming with creativ-
ity and knowledge Wednesday 
afternoon as it held the Univer-
sity’s annual faculty CASE Day. 

CASE stands for celebrating 
arts, scholarship and engage-
ment. It is a day for faculty to 
showcase what they have been 
working on outside, and in some 
cases inside, the classroom. 

“If they had any research 
over the past year, this is an 
opportunity for them to share it 
with the campus community,” 
said Jennifer Cady, associate 
professor and coordinator of re-
source development services for 
Wilson Library.

Several projects were fea-
tured in the ballroom, all of 
which serve some purpose in 
bettering the community. Pre-
senters stood by their projects, 
answering visitors’ questions. 

One such presenter was As-

sociate Professor of Manage-
ment Loren Dyck. He featured 
two of his projects, one of which 
was conducted inside the class-
room. For his seminar in orga-
nizational theory and behavior, 
he has his students participate in 
the “Bartering for Community 
Benefit” project. 

Students start out with a low-
priced item and slowly bargain 
their way up to a more valuable 
item or opportunity through-
out the semester, increasing the 
worth each time.

Dyck started this project 
years ago, but a particular group 
of students changed the project 
forever in 2014. They donated 
their final project to a charitable 
organization to give back to the 
community. 

“Since then, I completely re-
figured the assignment because 
of those students,” Dyck said.

Donating to an organization 
of the students’ choosing is now 
a pivotal part of the project. He 
said students gain emotional in-
telligence and teamwork.

Dyck will present his paper 
at the Management and Orga-
nizational Behavior Teaching 
Society Conference in Pomona 
in June. 

An independent project by 
Dyck, also featured at the event, 
involved the well-being and ex-
ercise patterns of students and 
how that correlates with their 
self-efficacy. He found that 

higher rates of self-efficacy led 
to higher rates of exercise, lead-
ing to changes in one’s health. 

This project was presented at 
the Western Academy of Man-
agement Conference in Hawaii 
in March. 

“The next step for us then 
would be to, with the feedback 
we’ve received at the confer-
ence,” Dyck said. “Write more 
and build a journal article.”

Ebony Williams, associate 
director for academic success, 
presented her group’s work, 
which focused on what makes an 
authentic leader and the coach-
ing protocols most conducive to 
that. There was an emphasis on 
Latinx managers. 

“Every time we come togeth-
er, the diversity conversation 
emerges,” Williams said. “Every 
person in the group is a different 
race.” 

She said diversity became a 
natural part of the conversation 
when researching for this proj-
ect. She said Professor of Man-
agement Louise Kelly was head 
of the project, which had a team 
of five people, including one 
University of La Verne student. 

Professor of Humanities Al 
Clark also focused his project on 
diversity. His work was part of 
a greater project called “An Art-
ful Reframing: ULV’s Heritage, 
Identity and Current Context.” 

He examined how the Uni-
versity of La Verne’s demo-

graphics shifted from a mostly 
Brethren, mostly white popula-
tion to a much more diverse and 
mostly Hispanic population over 
the course of the University’s 
lifetime. 

One point of interest was that 
one of the Brethren Church’s 
values was diversity. That meant 
something much different at the 
University at the time, though. 

Diversity meant a wide range 
of professor’s educational back-
grounds and where they went 
to school rather than ethnic di-
versity. Clark reported on when 
ethnic diversity began being 
measured at the University.

One of the goals of the larger 
project was to deeply understand 
the University’s Brethren roots, 
which is what Clark focused on. 
It turns out that the answer is a 
bit murky. They can be interpret-
ed in different ways. 

“This theme has come up 
again and again,” Clark said.

He included La Verne Maga-
zine articles from 1994 and 2003 
that discussed similar topics re-
garding the Brethren and how 
that population has dwindled 
over the years. 

The Student CASE Day, fea-
turing students rather than facul-
ty, will be held from 11 a.m. to 1 
p.m. on May 10 at the Abraham 
Campus Center Ballroom.

Olivia Modarelli can be 
reached at olivia.modarelli@
laverne.edu.

Continued on page 2
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The award-winning Campus Times 
online edition is updated throughout 
the week with event coverage and 
breaking news.

Visit lvcampustimes.org for cur-
rent and past stories, and additional 
columns and blogs.

You can like us on Facebook 
and follow us on Twitter @lvcampustimes and Instagram  
@campustimes for all the latest updates on local and on-cam-
pus news. Send us story ideas over social media or email to 
ctimes@laverne.edu.

Campus Times ONliNe

COrreCTiONs
The Campus Times is 

committed to accuracy. 
When we make mistakes, 
however, it is our policy 
to correct them as soon 
as they are brought to 
our attention. If you find 
a mistake in the Campus 
Times, please let us know 
at ctimes@laverne.edu.

leTTers TO The 
ediTOr

The Campus Times en-
courages readers to submit 
letters to the editors regard-
ing topics covered in the 
paper. Letters should be 
no more than 400 words in 
length and are due by Tues-
day at 3 p.m. The Campus 
Times reserves the right to 
edit letters for clarity, space 
and libel. Letters may be 
sent to ctimes@laverne.
edu.
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Montana lab offers opportunities

Drake Ingram

Pablo Weaver, assistant professor of biology and 
director of the University’s Montana Field Sta-
tion, shares the research he and his students con-

ducted on the effects of human pollution on bird 
populations Tuesday in the Quay Davis Executive 
Board Room.

Joslyn Aguilar
Staff Writer

Assistant Professor of Biolo-
gy Pablo Weaver discussed his 
work and research opportunities 
at the University of La Verne’s  
Bob and Mary Neher Montana 
Research Station during a lec-
ture Tuesday in the Quay Davis 
Executive Board Room.

About 20 community mem-
bers attended the talk titled 
“Current Research and Oppor-
tunities at the Neher Montana 
Research Station.”

Weaver also talked about the 
state of Montana.

The University’s Montana 
site in Drummond, Montana, is 
made up of a few properties, the 
Magpie Ranch, Clark Camp and 
Baldy Base, Weaver said. 

Montana is home to the Rich-
est Hill, a popular tourist sight, 
that held 1 billion tons of ma-
terials such as gold, silver and 
copper. 

Mining of these precious 
metals have brought pollution to 
the surrounding areas and rivers 
in Montana, he said. 

Students who attend research 
trips of various lengths of time 
are able to work on their own re-
search projects as well as some 
of the already on-going stu-
dent-led projects, Weaver said. 

Current student-led projects 
are focused on the behaviors of 
cowbirds, small birds native to 
the area, and on metal pollu-
tion in the land surrounding the 
Clark-Fork River.

Anyone from the University 
of La Verne community is wel-
come to stop by the ranch if they 
are in the area, Weaver said. 

For more information on the 
Bob and Mary Neher Montana 
Research Station, contact Weav-
er at pweaver@laverne.edu.

Joslyn Aguilar can be 
reached at joslyn.aguilar@ 
laverne.edu.

Lawsuit...
Continued from page 1

dents with campus-based educa-
tional services,” Tompkins said. 
“COVID might have prevent-
ed ULV from keeping all of its 
services open during the entire 
semester, but COVID did not 
prevent ULV from giving some 
of the money back to its students 
when students didn’t get what 
they signed up for,” Tompkins 
added. 

According to the 
lawsuit there was a 
breach of contract be-
tween students and 
the University of La 
Verne.  

“The contract was 
that students paid tui-
tion and fees to receive 
access to campus, 
in-person teaching, 
interactions with oth-
er members of the community, 
and access to labs, study rooms, 
libraries, technologies, and all 
the other services and facilities 
associated with campus,” Tomp-
kins said. “That’s not what ULV 
provided. Then ULV unilateral-
ly decided to keep the students’ 
money without providing them 
services.” 

Tompkins added that the 
student government, the Asso-
ciated Students of ULV, offered 
a refund for the student activity 
fees, but the University admin-
istration did not consider the 
students’ concerns regarding tui-
tion refunds and other fees, such 
as lab fees. 

Litzy Silva, senior criminolo-
gy major, said she had to pay lab 
fees for a biology class she took 
during the 2020 spring semester. 

She agrees that such fees 
were not justified because she 
did not have access to the lab 
during the time when all classes 
were remote. 

“COVID was not the Univer-
sity’s fault, but it was also not 
the students’ fault,” Tomkins 
said. “La Verne is treating the 

students like it was their fault, 
and that students should have to 
pay full campus price regardless 
of what ULV actually provided. 
That just doesn’t match what the 
law says,” Tompkins said. 

Hicks said, however, that 
under the circumstances of the 
pandemic, the University pro-
vided the necessary resources 

and support to students during 
the spring 2020 semester, and 
some money was in fact re-
turned to students.  

“It is important to remem-
ber that we were dealing with 
an unprecedented public health 
situation and a rapidly evolv-
ing environment during spring 
2020,” Hicks said. “Los Angeles 
County had among the highest 
COVID-19 rates in the nation. 
During this time, the University 
Of La Verne provided addition-
al scholarships, aid through the 
Student Emergency Fund and 
distributed federal funding to 
ensure that our students were 
able to deal with the additional 

expenses and problems that they 
encountered from the pandem-
ic.”

The lawyer representing the 
class, however, said he took the 
case because the students need-
ed someone to stand up for them.

“A class action, like this type 
of case, gives the students a 
chance to fight for and protect 

their rights,” Tompkins 
said. “It helps level the 
economic imbalance 
between the school and 
its students.”

The trial is scheduled 
to take place in August.

The University of 
La Verne is not alone in 
facing such a lawsuit.

According to Inside 
Higher Ed, more than 
300 cases have been 

filed against colleges and uni-
versities by students and parents 
demanding tuition refunds or 
partial refunds for educations 
they consider to be inferior or 
inconsistent with what they 
signed on for.

While most of these cases are 
considered by legal experts to be 
hard for plaintiffs to win, at least 
two colleges have paid out mil-
lions of dollars to settle the suits.

Samira Felix can be reached 
at samira.felix@laverne.edu.

‘It is important to remember that 
we were dealing with an 

unprecedented public health 
situation and a rapidly evolving 

environment during spring 2020.’
–Doajo Hicks, 

ULV general counsel
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Awards recognize LV’s core values

Megan Mojica
Staff Writer

After a two-year hiatus, the 
Spirit of La Verne awards cer-
emony and reception was held 
Tuesday at the Ludwick Center 
Sacred Place.

Over 50 guests filled the lush 
lawn outside of the Ludwick 
Center in support of nine recip-
ients, consisting of students and 
faculty. They received 10 differ-
ent awards from the offices of 
civic and community engage-
ment; religious and spiritual life; 
diversity, equity, and inclusion; 
international services and en-
gagement; and the center for 
multicultural services. 

The awards recognize stu-
dents and faculty who embody 
the University’s four core values 
of ethical reasoning, diversity 
and inclusivity, lifelong learn-
ing, and civic and community 
engagement. 

The recipients included 
Drake Ingram, a junior criminol-
ogy major; Stephanie Castro, a 
senior psychology major; Moni-
ca Edaburn, a senior educational 
studies major; Jake Huberman, 
visiting professor of communi-
cations; Kimberly White-Smith, 
dean of LaFetra College of Edu-
cation; Chavon Jackson, a senior 
computer science major; Saoud 
Al Meer, a senior information 
technology major; Seta Whitby, 
professor of computer science; 
and Christian Bracho, associate 
professor and director of teacher 
education. 

The ceremony was followed 
by a reception that was filled 
with music, conversation, and 
beverages and appetizers.

In previous years, the event 
was held at the Church of the 
Brethren, but it was moved this 
year to the on-campus location.

Julissa Espinoza, director of 
civic and community engage-
ment, said it was important to 
recognize the recipients who she 
said do not just talk the talk but 
walk the walk. 

“(These are) individuals who 
live out our core values on an 
everyday basis,” Espinoza said. 
“They truly exemplify the spirit 
of La Verne.”

Drake Ingram, member of the 
Brothers Forum and Black Stu-
dent Union, earned the Life of 

La Verne award from the office 
of multicultural services. 

He also received the Cam-
pus Compact Newman Civic 
Fellows award, which was pre-
sented by University President 
Devorah Lieberman. 

Ingram credits his club in-
volvement for this achievement. 

“Both of them, especially 
those that deal with race and 
identity have allowed me to be 
in multiple places where cultur-
al understating and community 
engagement are pretty big,” In-
gram said. 

Castro, a first generation stu-
dent, received the Life of La 

Verne award from the office of 
civic and community engage-
ment. 

Castro is the multicultural 
chair for the Campus Activities 
Board, a member of La Verne 
Buddies, and Phi Sigma Sigma, 
and she also works at the office 
of community and civic engage-
ment as a student lead. She also 
volunteers at the Inland Valley 
Humane Society, and the Pomo-
na Valley hospital. 

“I’m very appreciative that 
the people around me have no-
ticed all the contributions I have 
made,” Castro said. 

Al Meer, an international stu-

dent and member of Phi Delta 
Theta and Enactus, said winning 
the award meant a lot to him.

“It means that I left my mark 
on the place that I came to and 
it’s something that I love doing,” 
Al Meer said. 

Al Meer won the Life of La 
Verne award via the office of 
international services and en-
gagement representing his home 
country of Qatar – for his sup-
port on campus with other stu-
dents, and caring nature of help-
ing out others.

Megan Mojica can be 
reached at megan.mojica@ 
laverne.edu.

Students mark Earth Day with beach cleanup
Pedro Isao Mori
Staff Writer

The University of La Verne’s 
Office of Civic and Communi-
ty Engagement paired up with 
the La Verne Ocean Movement 
Club to host a beach cleanup at 
Bolsa Chica State Beach in Hun-
tington Beach on Saturday.

Despite the event’s early 7 
a.m. start, it was well-attended 
by 27 students, and cleanup last-
ed to 11:30 a.m. Upon arrival, 
students received a free t-shirt 
with the words “Community 
Service since 1891” written on 
the back.

The cleanup had students 

compete to collect the most 
trash possible. The team with the 
heaviest bag received first pick 
of the prize pool that included 
caps, umbrellas, cups and more.

The organizers of the event 
placed an emphasis on the im-
portance of finally being able to 
organize an off-campus service 
event, which had long been de-
layed due to COVID-19.

“I am glad that as a campus 
community we went out and we 
lived out our core values of civic 
and community engagement,” 
Julissa Espinoza, director of 
Civic and Community Engage-
ment said. “I’m glad that we can 
live out our core values and not 

just talk the talk but walk the 
walk.”

Stephanie Pedrazo, a ULV 
alumna, was also there on behalf 
of the Surfrider Foundation, a 
non-profit organization focused 
on protecting the oceans, to of-
fer help and provide students 
with snacks, food and prizes for 
whichever team managed to col-
lect the most trash.

The types of garbage found 
were wide-ranging. Most people 
found expected forms of gar-
bage like candy wrappers, bot-
tles and abandoned toys.

The highlight of the day came 
when a group of students found 
a whole wheel with the brakes, 

axle and piston still intact laying 
right next to the freeway. 

Coming in at roughly 80 
pounds, it was the single heavi-
est piece of waste found on the 
day.

Other notable findings in-
cluded a pillow, a beach towel 
and a giant brick whose use was 
never quite identified.

“My day at the beach clean 
up was very eventful. I felt very 
grateful for being able to have 
the opportunity to give back to 
my community,” freshman po-
litical science major Aolani Mi-
randa said.

Sophomore English major 
Jennifer Sanchez-Sumano said 

that the event was an opportuni-
ty for meeting new students on 
campus.

“I normally don’t do in per-
son events,” Sanchez-Sumano 
said. “Especially after the pan-
demic, so this was my first in 
person event as a volunteer.” 

“I thought it was going to 
be simple,” Jonathan Saldivar, 
freshman kinesiology major, 
said. 

“Go out to the beach and 
clean up, but it ended up being 
fun and I met a bunch of new 
people.” 

Pedro Isao Mori can be 
reached at pedro.mori@laverne. 
edu.

Ethan Bermudez

Drake Ingram, junior criminology major, receives recognition for 
being named a Newman Civic Fellow at the Spirit of La Verne 
Awards ceremony Tuesday at the Ludwick Center. Julissa Espino-

za, director of community engagement, supports Ingram during the 
ceremony. The awards are given to students and faculty members 
who embody the University of La Verne’s core values.

Community 
members 
honored
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Art activity promotes self awareness

Yulissa Chavez
Staff Writer

Tri-City Mental Health part-
nered with the Randall Lewis 
Center for Well-Being and Re-
search to host a “Paint and Take 
Action for Mental Health” event 
Wednesday. 

This event – one of many to 
honor Mental Health Awareness 
Month – took place on the pa-
tio of the Lewis Center, where 
chairs and tables were set up 
with worksheets, cardstock and 
paints for participants in the ac-

tivity. 
The workshop was split into 

sections, beginning with intro-
ductions followed by five min-
utes to answer questions on the 
worksheets about personal inter-
pretations of mental health. 

Students were then encour-
aged to use their responses as 
inspiration for creating artwork. 

“Our hope is to provide a 
space for students to express 
their mental health and ways 
they can take action through a 
painting activity,” said Britta-
ny Nguyen of Tri-City Mental 
Health.

The session ended with stu-
dents sharing their thought pro-
cess of their art.

Some students talked about 
their artwork and what it rep-
resents to them. 

“I painted two people with 
one side showing a big jumbled 

mess and the other uplifting and 
upbeat,” said Briana Juarez, 
sophomore business administra-
tion major. 

“I think a lot of people battle 
from having a negative thought, 
which is the part I usually ne-
glect taking care of.

“And the other side is me 
starting to focus on myself,” 
Juarez added. 

“I try to emphasize going to 
mental health resources from 
the school, such as La Verne’s 
CAPS, to become more famil-
iarized with it and looking with-
in the area,” said sophomore 
business administration Kaylen 
Smith. “There are so many non-
profits that will help students 
throughout these struggles.” 

A photograph of the artwork 
will go to Tri-City’s art gallery.

Students who were previous-
ly familiar with resources from 

Tri-City Mental Health shared 
their experience of growing 
more comfortable with topics of 
mental health. 

“Their webinars really helped 
me get out of my comfort zone 
and talking about mental health 
because the stigmas around it 
have not always been kind and 
I think being surrounded by peo-
ple who are also struggling is 
nice to be in a judge-free space,” 
Juarez said. 

Tri-City Mental Health is not 
new to collaborating with the 
University of La Verne on pro-
gramming for students. 

“Tri-City mental health has 
a history where we have been 
serving in the cities of Clare-
mont, Pomona, and La Verne 
and since La Verne is located in 
our service area, we have built 
partnerships in the past where 
we provide mental health well-

ness activities, training, and ser-
vices,” Nguyen said. 

Programming with Tri-City 
will likely continue as Universi-
ty staff hope to increase access 
and awareness of various mental 
health resources. 

“Anytime a student can do 
anything to enhance their men-
tal health it is a win-win for the 
student and for Tri-City and the 
Lewis Center for being able 
to provide that,” said Allison 
Krich, operations manager of 
the Lewis Center. 

For more information and 
Lewis Center events, visit the 
Lewis Center Instagram page at 
@ulvlewiscenter.

For more information on 
Tri-City Mental Health, visit  
tricitymhs.org.

Yulissa Chavez can be 
reached at yulissa.chavez@ 
laverne.edu.

Fair connects students and potential employers
Isabel Amezquita
Staff Writer

The University hosted an 
in-person career fair Wednesday, 
allowing students and alumni 
the opportunity to connect and 
network with employers – and 
potentially be interviewed or 
hired on the spot. 

Roughly 100 job seekers at-
tended the Sneaky Park event 
where more than 10 employers 
had set up booths. 

Among the employers were 
the Walt Disney Company, En-
terprise Rent-A-Car, San Manu-
el Yaamava’ Resort and Casino, 
McKinley Children’s Center, 
Cintas Uniform Services and the 
Army. 

Some on-campus employers 
showed up to find potential new 
hires.

The event also offered free 
goodies from a food truck.

Amanda Miller, career cen-
ter director, said that after three 
years of virtual events, she liked 
seeing so many people turn out 
for the in-person event.

“Some virtual (career fairs) 
have also been a success,” Mill-
er said. “But today we have all 
the employers (and) 100 stu-
dents that registered, and many 
walk-ins too.”

“It makes me happy to see 
our students have the opportuni-
ty to have a job lined up, or at 
least an idea for where they want 
to work,” Miller added.

“It gives them time to re-
search and get to know employ-
ers, so that way they have an 
idea where they want to end up 
during and after college,” said 
Paul Boychuk, coordinator and 
director  of the College of Busi-
ness and Public Management 
career center, who also attended 
the event. 

Salma Medrano, a graduate 
student who attended the event, 
agreed.

“I always see on-campus fairs 
with undergraduate students, but 
I am glad that graduate students 
are able to attend too,” Medrano 
said.

Isabel Amezquita can be 
reached at isabel.amezquita@
laverne.edu.

Enterprise Rent-a-Car’s Jasmine Cardenas, branch rental manag-
er, and Amanda McInnis, talent acquisition manager, were among 
those employers at the career fair Wednesday in Sneaky Park. The 
event allowed students to meet potential employers to learn about 
various careers. 

Drake Ingram

Mental 
health is 
event focus
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‘Eternal Light’

The University of La 
Verne Chorale and Cham-
ber Singers will join the 
Mountainside Master Cho-
rale and the UC Irvine 
Chamber Singers in their 
concert called “Eternal 
Light.” The event will take 
place at 3:30 p.m. May 22 
in the United Church of 
Christ in Claremont. Ad-
mission is $17. Admission 
is free with student ID.

‘Unbound’
The Irene Carlson Gal-

lery of Photography in 
Miller Hall is currently dis-
playing “Unbound: Senior 
Thesis Exhibition.” The ex-
hibit runs through May 30. 
An artist walkthrough will 
take place from 5 p.m. to 6 
p.m. Thursday. Admission 
is free.

‘Parisian 
Ecologies’

The Benton Museum of 
Art at Pomona College is 
currently showing “Parisian 
Ecologies: The City Trans-
formed in Nineteenth-Cen-
tury Prints and Drawings.” 
The exhibit highlights the 
urban development that 
Paris underwent in the 
mid 19th century and the 
ecological repercussions 
of those developments 
through drawings. The 
show runs through June 25. 
Admission is free. For more 
information visit pomona.
edu/museum.

Art Walk 
The monthly Pomona 

Art Walk happens returns 
Saturday. The event begins 
at 6 p.m. and is host to a va-
riety of events including art 
displays and music shows 
showcasing local talent. 
The event takes place in 
the Pomona Arts Colony 
on Second Street and Garey 
Avenue. For more informa-
tion visit downtownpomo-
na.org. 

KC and the Sun-
shine Band

KC and the Sunshine 
Band will perform at 7:30 
p.m. Saturday at the Fair-
plex in Pomona as part of 
the Los Angeles County 
Fair concert series. Admis-
sion starts at $46. 

—Liliana Castañeda

HAppenings Talent show puts students

In the spotlight
by Samira Felix

photography by
 Drake Ingram

Ottobah Imhotep, sophomore biology major, and Ken-
neth Davis, sophomore history major, perform a com-
bination of freestyle and viral dances at the talent show 

April 29 in Morgan Auditorium. The talent show, spon-
sored by Campus Activities Board, was an open event, 
allowing any student to showcase their talents.

Morgan Auditorium was filled 
with laughter and music as 
La Verne students showcased 

their talents on stage at the Campus Ac-
tivities Board talent show on April 29.

Upon checking in for the event stu-
dents had the opportunity to grab a 
Crumbl cookie from the multiple bags 
the Campus Activities Board had outside 
the event.

The incentive for students who show-
cased their talents was a $25 gas gift 
card. At the end of the event students re-
ceived a University of La Verne quarter 
zip sweater.

The Campus Activities Board comedy 
chair Tatiana Fakhoury, a junior psychol-
ogy major, hosted the talent show. She 
said she was inspired by students who 
carried instruments on campus.

“I am the comedy chair and with my 
role I get to do a lot of different aspects 
and host a bunch of different events,” 
Fakhoury said. “I saw someone on cam-
pus with a guitar and I thought that it 
would be so cool to host a talent show. 
The guy with the guitar never ended up 
coming to the talent show, but the event 
turned out really good.”

Fakhoury welcomed students as they 
sat down in the auditorium. After she 
was done welcoming everyone, music 
by Adele started playing. A few minutes 
later she introduced the first participant.

Machaela McLain, freshman crimi-
nology major, was the first participant. 
She has been singing since she was 
young, but she did not take it seriously 
until middle school when she joined mu-
sical theater. In high school, she joined 
choir where she had the opportunity to 
do group and solo performances.

McLain said that she decided to par-
ticipate because she has not been able 
to perform in front of a crowd since 
COVID-19 started and she thought the 
talent show was a great opportunity to 
perform “Minefields” because she en-
joys various aspects of the song.

“I chose ‘Minefields’ because I really 
enjoy both listening to and performing 
the song,” McLain said. “I think the song 
is really fun and upbeat but also displays 
vocal ability well. I also think it’s a good 
fit for my voice and vocal range.”

After McLain performed, there was 
a brief intermission where “Pepas” by 
Faruko was played. Students danced and 
sang along to the song in their seats.

Once the song was over Fakhoury in-
troduced the next performer, Ha’ani Un-
talan, freshman kinesiology major.

Untalan said she is a Pacific Islander 
and the talent show was a great opportu-
nity to share a part of her culture. 

“I am a Pacific Islander and I am very 
proud of where I come from. A big part 
of what we do is the Aloha spirit where 

you try your best to be kind to everyone, 
show love to everyone and try to be very 
accepting,” Untalan said. “We tend to 
tell stories of journeys and one of our 
ways to share that is through dance or 
through song.”

Untalan performed Hula dancing, 
which originates from the islands of Ha-
waii and Tahitian dancing, which comes 
from the islands of Tahiti.

The following participants were a 
group of two students, Ottobah Imhotep, 
sophomore biology major, and Kenneth 
Davis, sophomore history major. They 
break danced to the song “Tu-Di-Shi 
(Dance Battle Beat)” by Ajay Adam.

Imhotep said that he was original-
ly not going to participate because he 
thought participants needed to sign up in 
advance.

“I just came in and my friend, Kenny 
Davis just looked back at me and said 
‘We should go up’ and that was all the 
motivation I needed,” Imhotep said. “I 
wasn’t nervous. I just went out there and 
had fun.”

The final participant was Amari Wad-
dell, freshman business marketing and 
management major. Waddell recited 
a poem he wrote in an effort to bring 
awareness to racial discrimination.

“I wrote the poem because a police 
officer killed my friend when we were 

Continued on page 7
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Theater Review

‘Working!’ shines a light on labor issues

Hien Nguyen
Arts Editor

The University’s theater de-
partment production of “Work-
ing! A Musical” opened April 
21 at the Dailey Theatre on the 
main campus and had its final 
show Sunday.

The musical, adapted from 
the 1974 nonfiction book by 
Studs Terkel titled “Working: 
People Talk About What They 
Do All Day and How They Feel 
About What They Do,” marks 
the department’s first in-person 
musical production in over two 
years.

The production brought to 
life interviews of the common 
U.S. working class from Ter-
kel’s book with reflective and 
emotional monologues as well 
as exciting music performances. 

The cast of “Working! A Mu-
sical” made the artistic choice 
to keep their masks on while 
performing – a nod to the work-
ing class and a reflection of the 
struggles that the workforce still 
faces today as the tumultuous 
battle against COVID-19 con-

tinues.
Having been to the rehears-

als a few weeks before open-
ing night, and finally seeing 
the show in its full production 
– with cued lighting, theatrical 
smoke, costumes and set props 
– took the viewing experience to 
another level.

Upon arrival at the Dailey 
Theatre, attendees were greeted 
by staff at the snacks and tick-
eting table just outside the en-
trance door.

After checking in and donat-
ing a suggested amount of $5 
per ticket, attendees are given 
an program including director’s 
notes from Alma Martinez, asso-
ciate professor of theater, name 
and order of performances, and 
profiles of the musical cast and 
crew.

Nick McLean, junior theater 
and business major, checked at-
tendees’ tickets at the door and 
shared his experience working 
as house manager.

“It’s definitely a different ex-
perience (being house manager) 
and gives me a new appreciation 
for this side of theater,” McLean 
said. “This is the first play we’ve 
done that I’m not in… it’s weird 
watching the show instead of 
performing on stage.”

The 11 members of the cast 
ensemble each took on multiple 
roles in the musical and show-
cased a range of different occu-

pations like firefighter, socialite 
and elder caregiver on stage. 

As the lights dimmed, the full 
ensemble graced the stage per-
forming their first song “All The 
Live Long Day.”

They were seen in sim-
ple black outfits and quickly 
changed into different costumes 
throughout the non-intermission 
musical.

Racks of costumes match-
ing each occupation depicted in 
the musical were set on the two 
sides of the stage for easy access 
to the actors.

In a one-act format, the cast 
continuously delivered a mix-
ture of acting, singing and danc-
ing throughout the hour-long 
performance.

A few performances saw 
amazing choreography and prop 
use by the cast, like in “Deliv-
ery” where the ensemble served 
as background actors and rolled 
on scooters and skateboards as 
senior musical theater major 
Mitchell Calderilla sang his role 
of delivery boy Freddy Rodri-
guez.

After every performance, the 
audience gave enthusiastic claps 
to the performers on stage.

The intimate space of the Dai-
ley Theatre made for an equally 
interactive experience between 
the cast and the audience. 

During several performances, 
the cast interacted with the au-

dience by making eye contact or 
approaching them while deliver-
ing their lines. 

In a scene depicting union 
organizer Ali Epstein played 
by junior theater major Aleena 
Maestas, Epstein approached the 
audience by handing out flyers 
to protest against the Amazon 
labor.

The cast also made funny and 
insightful remarks like mention-
ing Circle K, a popular spot on 
the University’s campus to hang 
out, in a scene about unem-
ployed students.

Some performances touched 
the audience, such as “Just A 
Housewife” performed by ju-
nior music education major Am-
ber Napoli in the role of house-
wife Kate Rushton, while others 
brought up the house’s mood like 
“Brother Trucker” with truck 
driver Caroline Decker played 
by senior theater major Natalie 
Torres-Cruz and also performed 
by the entire ensemble.

The impressive work did not 
come from only those on stage 
but also those working hard be-
hind the scenes by conducting 
the music and cuing the lighting, 
smoke and sound effects. 

During a scene with Mike 
Dillard the ironworker played 
by freshman theater and philos-
ophy major Robby Meredith, 
the sounds of clanging metals 
transported the audience to a 

construction site.
Immediately after the show, 

the audience members were able 
to stay to engage in a lively con-
versation in a talk-back with the 
cast and production crew.

The talk is led by a different 
faculty and crew member on 
each of the show’s dates and the 
audience were able to get a be-
hind-the-scenes look and the ac-
tors’ thoughts about the musical 
and their performances.

President Devorah Lieber-
man was present for the April 29 
showing and said that she loved 
every minute of it and thought 
the substance of the message the 
cast delivered was important.

“Throughout the entire play, 
it reminded me that every job 
and every worker is important,” 
Lieberman said. “The way the 
students delivered their lines 
and their voices were beauti-
ful… and to do this as we’re 
coming out of the pandemic and 
with masks on, they exceeded 
every expectation.”

“Working! A Musical” is a 
production that showcases many 
of the gifted members among 
the University’s duverse stu-
dent body and as Lieberman 
said best, the University of La 
Verne’s theater department is as 
talented as any theater depart-
ment in the country.

Hien Nguyen can be reached 
at hien.nguyen2@laverne.edu.

Pep band is inclusive creative outlet 

Anabel Martinez
Editor-in-Chief

The University of La Verne 
pep band welcomes all students, 
regardless of major or musical 
experience. A student-run group, 
its members say it is an opportu-
nity to keep their love for music 
alive without a high-stress com-
mitment.

The pep band plays at 
on-campus events like sports 
games and the club fair but also 
showcases their talent at other 
public events.

In the past, they have been 
hired by the city of La Verne to 
perform at the annual car show, 
Tree Lighting Ceremony and 
more.

President of the pep band 
Jennifer Ascencion, senior psy-
chology and educational studies 
major, said the band feels like 
a support system rather than a 
stressful addition to her busy 
schedule.

“Pep band is very inclusive,” 
Ascencion. “I feel we’re very 
welcoming regardless of your 
musical background so nobody 
should be afraid. We’re not like 

other bands that require audi-
tions or for you to be at a cer-
tain level. We really accept any-
body.”

Ascencion said the band hap-
pily teaches new members how 
to play their desired instruments 
and provides them with an in-
strument if needed.

The pep band mainly re-
hearses on Saturdays and before 
performances, with no pressure 
if a member cannot make it on 
some weeks due to other com-
mitments.

“You have a lot of current 
students, you have alumni, you 
have community members that 
all play in the band together,” 
Kylee Mock, mellophone play-
er, said. “People have jobs and 
kids, classes, stuff like that but 
everybody’s very understanding 
of each other.” 

Mock graduated in fall 2021 
but remains an active performer 
alongside the pep band.

She joined during her last 
year at La Verne after a long 
break from playing music since 
graduating high school.

“When you’re a musician, 
you spend a lot of time playing 
and then you go on a big break 
and when you go back to it, you 
realize how much you know that 
part of your life you’ve really 
been missing,” Mock said.

Mock emphasizes that being 
a part of the pep band applies no 
pressure to attending every sin-

gle event and rehearsal, making 
it easier to focus on sharing a 
love for music.

Jacob Ayala, sophomore ed-
ucational studies major, plays 
snare drum for the pep band but 
that is not his only musical com-
mitment. He also plays guitar 
and writes music for his indie 
pop band Lavender Avenue.

With work, school, his band 
and being vice president of the 
pep band, Ayala said it is all very 
manageable.

“It’s a way for me to be cre-
ative and just have fun, really, 
and appreciate music,” Ayala 
said.

Though the band often plays 
classic pep tunes, they have the 
freedom to write their own mu-
sic, improvise and explore other 
instruments.

Jecsan Solis, sophomore 
criminology major, joined last 
semester and plays tenor drums 
for the band.

Like Ayala, the pep band is 
an addition to Solis’ musical life. 
Solis is also a member of an in-
dependent percussion ensemble 
called Meraki as a rack player.

Being an introvert himself, 
Solis said he understands the 
hesitations of joining a club or 
organization but said pep band 
welcomes everyone with open 
arms.

“It’s something I really en-
joy doing so why not?” Solis 

Snare drum player Jacob Ayala and tenor drum player Jecsan So-
lis energize the crowd during the softball team’s senior night battle 
against the Chapman Panthers at Campus West on April 29. The 
pep band is a student-run group that welcomes all students, re-
gardless of major or musical experience.

Jashelle Ranson

’70s story 
resonates 
today  

Continued on page 7

Group 
strengthens 
music chops
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Reid, Magby fly high for La Verne
Sarah Van Buskirk
Sports Editor

Sophomore hurdler Zackary 
Reid and junior high jumper Ol-
via Magby led the way for the 
men’s and women’s track and 
field teams at the 106th annual 
Southern California Intercolle-
giate Conference Championship 
meet Saturday and Sunday at the 
Aubrey Bonham Track at Whit-
tier’s Memorial Stadium, earn-
ing first place finishes in their 
events.

Reid won the men’s 110-me-
ter hurdles preliminaries at 
15.01 seconds on Saturday and 
then topped it with a 14.64 time 
in the finals on Sunday.

Reid said he did not feel too 
much pressure from the sur-
rounding schools’ racers.

“What it really was for me 
was to come out on Sunday af-
ternoon and stay relaxed and do 
my own things,” Reid said.

Magby made a big statement 
reaching a height of 1.75-me-
ters in the women’s high jump, 
which won her the medal.

Magby said that this season 
was a hard and long journey 
that took a lot of patience to get 
through.

“I have a history of chron-

ic scoliosis so Sunday I was in 
excruciating pain,” Magby said. 
“But when you go to a champi-
onship meet you have to give 
it your all and treat every jump 
like it is your last.”

A few other Leopards placed 
on the better half of the list 
during Saturday’s meet.

Sophomore sprinter Dan-
te Carter placed seventh in the 
men’s 100-meter dash prelimi-
naries at 10.91 seconds.

“Once they called the 
100-meters, all I could think at 
that moment was once that gun 
goes off give it everything you 
have,” Carter said. “And I did, I 
was able to break my 11-second 
barrier.”

Carter also placed in the No. 
13 spot for the men’s 200-meter 
dash with a time of 22.26 sec-
onds.

Carter’s performance on Sun-
day placed him in fifth place for 
the 100-meter.

Right behind Carter in the 
200-meter dash was sophomore 
sprinter Ivan Estrada at 22.37 
seconds.

Estrada also found himself 
crossing the finish line on the 
400-meter dash in 50.80 sec-
onds. 

In the No. 14 and No. 15 

spots for the 400-meter dash, 
senior sprinter Austin Haines 
and sophomore sprinter Jayden 
Figueroa cleaned up the tail end 
of the race for the Leopards. 

Sophomore jumper Kenneth 
Davis placed fifth on Saturday 
in the men’s long jump reaching 
a height of 6.43 meters.

Davis then hit a personal re-
cord of 12.91 on Sunday to place 
ninth in the men’s triple jump.

Reid, Carter, Davis and Es-
trada came together on Sunday 
for the men’s 4x100-meter relay 
finishing in sixth place with a 
time of 42.69 seconds.

Reid, Estrada, Figueroa 
and Haines went the distance 
and placed fourth in the men’s 
4x400-meter dash with a sea-
son’s best of 3:25.12.

On Saturday, freshman Bran-
don Pedroza placed sixth in the 
men’s discus throw with a dis-
tance of 38.88 meters.

Pedroza also put himself in 
the No. 14 spot for the hammer 
throw, reaching 29.09 meters.

Two new faces showed their 
talent during Sunday’s meet.

Freshman sprinter T.K. Ber-
he reached fourth place on the 
men’s 5,000-meter, putting him-
self at No. 2 on the La Verne all-
time list with a time of 14:35.98.

Freshman jumper Zackery 
Deering-Haddix was high up on 
the leaderboard in second place 
for the men’s high jump with 
1.97 meters.

Freshman Mira Juncaj par-
ticipated in the combined events 
on Saturday and placed third for 
the women’s 100-meter hurdles 
with a time of 15.15 seconds. 

Juncaj kept up her speed on 
Sunday and placed second in the 
100-meter hurdles at 14.83 sec-
onds and sixth in high jump at 
1.52 meters.

Juncaj said this past weekend 
was her last meet of the season 
even though the Leopards have a 
few more invitationals to attend.

“I’ll definitely take away 
from this season that not every 
meet will go your way.” Juncaj 
said. “You cannot dwell on it 
when you do not perform how 
you would like but instead use 
that as experience to improve for 
next season.”

Three places down from Jun-
caj for the 100-meter hurdles 
was senior hurdler Jazzlyn John-
son who placed sixth at 15.63 
seconds.

Johnson put herself in ninth 
place for the women’s long 
jump, launching 4.83 meters.

Another well placed Leop-

ard for women’s long jump was 
Ha’ani Untalan who was right 
behind Johnson in the No. 10 
spot hurling 4.67 meters for-
ward.

Untalan used Sunday to bet-
ter herself placing fourth in 
women’s high jump at 1.52 me-
ters.

Sophomore Vera Juncaj 
placed 10th in the high jump 
with 1.42 meters.

Junior hurdler Kaitlin Han-
dler placed seventh in the wom-
en’s 400-meter hurdles with a 
time of 73.58 seconds on Satur-
day and moved up a seed to sixth 
place on Sunday awith 73.29.

A few other Leopards made 
their place setting debut on Sun-
day.

Junior pole vaulter Devin 
Spreeman placed ninth in wom-
en’s pole vault with a height of 
2.77 meters and junior Hailee 
Kessler participated in the com-
bined events, placing eighth for 
the javelin with a throw of 29.93 
meters.

The Leopards will travel to 
the Occidental Invitational on 
Saturday to look for more top 
finishes.

Sarah Van Buskirk can be 
reached at sarah.vanbuskirk@
laverne.edu.

Rain delay doesn’t dampen 
Leos’ visit to Washington
Aidan Balderas
Staff Writer 

The La Verne baseball team 
swept its way through the Bud 
Knight Memorial Invitation-
al Tournament last weekend in 
Walla Walla, Washington, high-
lighted by a significant come-
back win against the Whitman 
Blues, 12-10, after a rain delay 
Saturday at Borleske Stadium. 

The Leopards also beat Whit-
man, 12-8, Friday and took two 
games from the Whitworth Pi-
rates – 12-2 on Saturday and 6-4 
on Sunday. 

In Saturday’s comeback over 
Whitman, sophomore pitcher 
Nick Zolferino took the mound 
for the Leopards in what was a 
quick outing.

He only pitched one inning 
allowing two runners to score 
off four singles.

Zolferino was flawless 
against the Pirates earlier in the 
day, pitching two innings of 
scoreless relief.

The Leopards offense re-
sponded quickly in the second 
inning against the Blues with a 
run of their own on a sacrifice fly 
from freshman left fielder Logan 
Reese to score junior first base-
man John Bike and make it a 2-1 
ball game. 

The Leopards put in fresh-
man pitcher Bennett Vogel for 
the second inning but that did 
not stop the Blues.

They continued to slug base 
hits to widen their lead to 4-1.

Right when the Leopards 
thought things could not get any 
worse, Vogel allowed a three 
run shot to junior first baseman 
Teague Conder to make it a 7-1 
ball game. 

The Leopards refused to give 
in and responded immediately in 
the third inning.

Bike continued to contribute, 
getting an RBI on a fielder’s 
choice.

Junior catcher Christian Kil-
lian singled, scoring sophomore 
third baseman Cameron Slessor. 

The Leopards went on to 
have a four run inning to tighten 
the deficit to 7-5. 

In the bottom of the fourth 
the Leopards’ offense made a 
demanding statement. Bike’s 
two-run double made the score 
8-7, nearly erasing the six-run 
deficit from the second inning. 

A rain delay followed im-
mediately after the comeback 
started which forced the game to 
resume Sunday morning. 

During Sunday’s fifth inning 
the Leopards’ offense continued 
right where it left off.

Sophomore shortstop Cole 
McCollum singled and scored 
Reese that tied the ball game 
8-8. 

In the sixth inning the Blues 
made it interesting by scoring a 
run to retake the lead, 9-8.

The Leopards’ offense looked 
to finish this game once and for 
all. 

With runners in scoring posi-
tion, a wild pitch by Blues fresh-

man Jeff Hostetler brought in 
Leopard sophomore designated 
hitter Luke Garcia to tie it again 
9-9.

Sophomore catcher Manuel 
Munoz then reached on an er-
ror by Blues sophomore third 
baseman Beck Maguire, which 
scored Slessor.

Junior center fielder Drew 
Reddick reached on a fielder’s 
choice which scored two, put-
ting the nail in the coffin for the 
Blues that gave the Leopard the 
12-9 lead.

The game was called after 
eight innings to give the Leop-
ards a 12-10 win.

“It was a slow start at first 
but once we got the ball rolling 
it was over from there,” sopho-
more shortstop Anthony Salcedo 
said. “Right now we are just try-
ing to stay hot focusing on this 
next series against Chapman and 
carrying on that energy through 
the post season. All our guys 
want to keep things firing on all 
cylinders and take it home for 
La Verne.”

The Leopards are 29-7-1 
overall and 17-4 in the Southern 
California Intercollegiate Ath-
letic Conference.

They open their final series of 
the season against Chapman at 3 
p.m. Friday at Ben Hines Field, 
then host a doubleheader against 
the Panthers at 11 a.m. Saturday 
at W.O. Hart Park in Orange.

Aidan Balderas can be 
reached at aidan.balderas@ 
laverne.edu.

younger and he had a special 
impact in our city and on me,” 
said Waddell. “The poem ex-
plains how Black people are at 
a disadvantage from the start…
We fight for something, but 
then we take 12 steps back. I 
was just trying to express that 
and bring awareness to it.”

After Waddell performed, 
Fakhoury ended the show and 
students got up to receive their 
University of La Verne quarter 
zip sweaters.

Fakoury said the event 
turned out better than she had 
expected, but she would do a 
few things differently for future 
talent shows.

“I was not expecting anyone 
to participate, but it turned out 
pretty good,” said Fakhoury. “ 
If we were to do it again next 
year I would definitely adver-
tise more and try to make it a 
bigger event.”

Amaya Contreras, sopho-

more psychology major, en-
joyed the talent show and loved 
that it was not restricted to a set 
list of participants and instead 
allowed audience members to 
join which made the event laid 
back.

“I think that’s why more 
people went up towards the end 
because it was a very welcom-
ing environment. Every per-
former brought something very 
special to the stage,” Contreras 
said.

“They did something that 
represented them like Amari 
who spoke about his race and 
what they go through in his cul-
ture and how they feel about a 
certain subject.”

Contreras said every partic-
ipant did something that repre-
sented them in a beautiful way, 
which is what she loves about 
talent shows.

Samira Felix can be reached 
at samira.felix@laverne.edu.

Continued from page 5
Talent show...

said. “For those who are being 
stopped by intimidation, I would 
say just give it a shot.”

Eric Cruz, sophomore an-
thropology major, plays saxo-
phone for the pep band. 

He switches between tenor, 
alto and baritone saxophone as 
needed.

Regardless of having a small 
team at times, the pep band 
maintains a strong sound. 

However, new members are 
always welcome.

“It would always be nice if 

we could fill out more,” Cruz 
said. 

“It’d be nice to get a couple 
more saxophones, some altos or 
some trumpets. 

“Maybe even some clarinets 
or flutes just to play those higher 
pieces.”

For more information 
on the pep band, email ul-
vband@gmail.com or visit  
@ulvpepband on Instagram.

Anabel Martinez can be 
reached at anabel.martinez2@
laverne.edu.

Continued from page 6
Pep band...
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Panthers spoil Leos’ senior night

Sophomore center fielder Haylee Hsieh rounds 
home to score in the first inning of Friday’s home 
game against the Chapman Panthers. The Leop-
ards fell short, 5-2, and split Sunday’s double-

header. They wrapped up their regular season 
and senior night with a conference record of 13-8 
and will travel to Chapman again for a rematch in 
the postseason tournament Friday.

Jashelle Ranson

Eric Esquibel
Staff Writer

The Leopards were unable to 
hold off the Chapman Panthers 
at home on senior night in a 5-2 
loss April 29. 

The loss came after the sud-
den absence of their head coach 
Dennis Blas, who suffered a 
heart attack April 25, a few days 
after their three-game sweep of 
Cal Lutheran.

Blas is in good health and 
was in attendance for the series 
against the Panthers even though 
he did not coach. 

“The assistant coaches (Yvon 
Minogue, Tara Anaya and Ra-
chel Minogue) took over today 
and they did a great job,” Blas 
said. “They got everybody back 
(from COVID) but lost me. 
We’re going to continue and 
try to get better this series. We 
didn’t play great this game but 
we learned a lot.”

For senior night, the team 
honored its graduating seniors – 
utility player Kathryn Navarro, 
catcher Bailey Grani, infielder 
Jillian Gellatly and pitcher Kate-
lyn Shephard. 

The Panthers were quick to 
get on the board as they record-
ed three hits in the first inning, 
but the Leopards’ defense held 
them to only one run. 

The Leopards answered right 
back with a run of their own 
after sophomore center fielder 
Haylee Hsieh walked, stole sec-
ond base and advanced to third 
on an out.

Hsieh has 33 stolen bases this 
season, accounting for 46% of 
the Leopards’ team total by her-
self. 

A single from junior catcher 
Natalia Aguilera brought Hsieh 
home for the Leopards’ first run 
of the night.

Aguilera has been a big hit-
ter for the Leopards this season, 
leading the team in slugging 
percentage with .625 and batting 
.394. 

“I’m pretty proud of my sea-
son. I never let these averages 
get in my head so it is nice to 
hear that my work produces onto 
the field. I want to carry this mo-
mentum into the (postseason) 
tournament. Hearing it boosts 
my confidence in a way,” Agu-
ilera said. 

In the second inning, the Pan-
thers scored another run after 
freshman shortstop Grace Fos-
selman stole home on the front 
end of a double steal.

This time the Leopards could 
not answer back, and the Pan-

thers led, 2-1. 
The Leopards had the op-

portunity to tie the game in the 
third inning when Hsieh stole 
second base and advanced to 
third again, this time off of a 
bunt from junior shortstop Tay-
lor Gray.

But the offense fizzled and 
the rally died there.

The Panthers widened the 
gap in the fifth inning, recording 
five hits and three runs to move 
the game out of reach for the 
Leopards. 

Down 5-1 heading into the fi-
nal inning, the Leopards’ offense 
had to get going against the Pan-
thers.

Two hits and a crucial error 
by Fosselman gave the Leopards 
a run, making the final score, 
5-2. 

Junior pitcher Rachel Rubio 
went the distance for the Leop-
ards, giving her a 13-9 record on 
the season.

“This past month has been 
difficult for us, with COVID af-
fecting the team and coach hav-
ing to be out,” Rubio said. “I feel 
like being able to stay together 
and battle through tough times 
and adversities that we have 
had, I am proud of our team for 
that.”

The series moved to Chap-
man for a doubleheader Satur-
day, where the Leopards won 
game one, 6-3, and the Panthers 
took game two, 4-1.

The Leopards finished the 
regular season with a record of 
26-14.

Their record of 13-8 in the 
Southern California Intercolle-
giate Athletic Conference put 
them in a tie for second place 
with Chapman, who own the tie-
breaker after winning the week-
end series. 

“I’m really happy with how 
this season went. We started 
the season off very strong so I 
hope it finishes off very strong,” 
Hsieh said. “We are looking to 
carry all this momentum into the 
SCIAC playoffs so we’re hop-
ing for a positive ending. We’re 
hoping to make a run at that 
championship.”

The Leopards are the third 
seed in the SCIAC postseason 
tournament, where they get a 
rematch with second seeded 
Chapman on the Panthers’ home 
field at 4 p.m. Friday.

On the other half of the 
bracket, top seed Redlands will 
take on the fourth seed, Pomo-
na-Pitzer.

Eric Esquibel can be reached 
at eric.esquibel@laverne.edu.
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National Sexual Assault Hotline
Free. Confidential. 24/7.

(Operated by RAINN—the Rape, Abuse & Incest National Network)
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