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Dear Editor,
I would like to take this op-

portunity to encourage all stu-
dents, staff and faculty to real-
ize the importance of the 2022 
midterm elections. Our system 
of living is in danger of being 
lost and it is imperative that we 
not only all vote in the election, 

but that we are knowledgeable 
about the vital issues which will 
be affected by this election. I en-
courage all students, if you are 
not yet registered to vote, to fol-
low the process of registration; I 
also encourage all instructors to 
make public in their classes the 
importance of us ALL partici-
pating in the electoral process. 
Registration can now be done 
online; Google “voter registra-
tion” and follow the process. 
Thank you in advance for your 
participation.

Dan Kennan
Adjunct Professor of 

Sociology
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Sophomore outside hitter 

Noelani Soma serves the ball 
against Linfield at the Frantz 
Athletic Court on Friday. The 
Leopards swept the Wildcats, 
3-0. Photography by Jashelle 
Ranson

Letter to the Editor

Professor examines racist comedy
Candice Pages
Staff Writer

Raúl Pérez, author and assis-
tant professor of sociology, dis-
cussed his new book “The Souls 
of White Jokes,” during his lec-
ture Tuesday in the Quay Davis 
Executive Board Room. In his 
book, published in July, Pérez 
focuses on how racist humor fu-
els white supremacy. 

“Racism is a social and polit-
ical construct,” Pérez said.

In his talk, before faculty col-
leagues and students, he traced 
the start of movements such as 
Black Lives Matter, as protests 
against racism and racist humor.

“Racist humor was so perva-
sive,” Pérez said. “It was a form 
of entertainment that influenced 
other forms of entertainment.”

This hateful form of enter-
tainment has reached children in 
children’s books and children’s 
cartoons, Pérez said.

He also talked about harmful 

political cartoons. One example 
was around the time of former 
President Barack Obama’s 2008 
presidential election, when one 
cartoon portrayed him as a mon-
key. Such images spread fast 
across social media and foster 
and reinforce hate, Pérez said.

Racist humor was not con-
strained until the late 1980s, 
Pérez said. Before then it was 
not even considered to be neg-
ative. Humor has always been a 
way for communities to come to-
gether and form bonds on shared 
interests and beliefs, Pérez said. 
Unfortunately, racial humor has 
not been excluded from this way 
to form alliances.  

“Racist humor didn’t go 
away, it became a forbidden 
pleasure,” Pérez said, adding 
that racist humor is alive today, 
not only in memes on social me-
dia, but also in stand-up comedy.

Candice Pages can be 
reached at candice.pages@ 
laverne.edu.

Assistant Professor of Sociology Raúl Pérez pres-
ents his book, “The Souls of White Jokes: How 
Racist Humor Fuels White Supremacy,” at the 

faculty lecture Tuesday in the Quay Davis Execu-
tive Board Room. Pérez spoke about how alt-right 
groups use humor to influence others to join.

Hailey Martinez

Students relieved by loan forgiveness program
Samira Felix
Staff Writer 

University of La Verne stu-
dents were happy to hear about 
President Joe Biden’s student 
loan forgiveness plan announced 
late last month.

In an informal survey on 
campus, 14 of 14 students in-
terviewed said the president’s 
plan to forgive between $10,000 
and $20,000 of student debt an-
nounced on Aug.  24 comes as 

a relief. 
Biden’s student loan relief 

plan is designed to allow bor-
rowers to continue to recov-
er from the financial strains 
brought by the COVID-19 pan-
demic.

“I think it’s about time that 
we have student loan forgive-
ness especially after COVID,” 
said Jada Newkirk, clinical 
psychology graduate student. 
“People are realizing now that 
economic stressors are at the 

forefront of everyone’s minds.” 
The relief is a three-part 

plan that would cancel $10,000 
of student debt for low to mid-
dle-income borrowers. Pell 
grant recipients would receive 
up to $20,000 in debt cancella-
tion. 

Loans disbursed by June 30 
of this year qualify for this re-
lief. 

Borrowers are eligible for 
this relief if they have federal 
student loans and their individ-

ual income is less than $125,000 
or $250,000 for married cou-
ples. Current students are also 
eligible for the relief. Borrowers 
who are dependents will also be 
eligible and it will be based on 
their parents’ income. 

Delilah Garcia, junior anthro-
pology major, said she supports 
the plan because it makes col-
lege more accessible to people 
who do not have financial sta-
bility. 

“I come from a low income 
family and without financial aid, 
I wouldn’t have been able to 
come to college,” Garcia said. 

According to the Integrated 
Postsecondary Education Data 
System of the National Center 
for Education Statistics, and 
their report of the University of 
La Verne’s student financial aid 
for 2019-20, 63% of undergrad-
uate students receive federal 
student loans and 47% receive 
Pell grants at the University of 
La Verne. 

Laura Evans, ULV’s director 
of financial aid, said she is hap-
py that borrowers are receiving 
the relief, but she believes that 
there should be a longer term 
relief for people to be able to en-
gage in higher education with-

out needing too much debt.
“Quite a number of folks 

graduate college with $30,000 
or more in student debt,” Ev-
ans said. “That makes it very 
difficult for them to repay their 
debt, so ensuring that there’s a 
longer term incentive for folks 
to continue engaging in higher 
education and to be able to repay 
those debts successfully is very 
important and it should not be a 
one-time relief.” 

A part of Biden’s three-part 
plan is to protect future students 
by reducing the cost of college 
and holding schools accountable 
if they raise the cost of atten-
dance. 

“Any kind of relief is bene-
ficial especially for low income 
people,” Newkirk said. “Having 
that forgiveness is going to help 
propel a lot of people in the fu-
ture in getting an education.” 

The final part of Biden’s 
three-part plan is to make the 
loan system more manageable 
for current and future borrowers 
by cutting monthly payments in 
half for undergraduate loans and 
fixing the Public Service Loan 
Forgiveness program.

Crystal Malagon, clinical 
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Taylor Moore
Social Media Editor

Starting Jan.1, 2023, abor-
tion pills will be available in 
Cal State and UC health centers. 
However, the health center at the 
University of La Verne will not 
be offering the abortion pill.  

Under the new law, Senate 
Bill 24, authored by state Sen. 
Connie M. Levya in 2019, Cal 
States and UC’s are required to 
start stocking RU 486 abortion 
medication on their campuses. 
The law also requires and has 
established a so-called College 
Student Health Center Sexual 
and Reproductive Health Prepa-
ration Fund. 

Jamie Solis, director of 
ULV’s health center said that 
the center is “too small” to offer 
the abortion pill. “We have one 
doctor that works here and we 
don’t want to put ourselves in a 
position where we won’t be able 
to follow-up with students prop-
erly,” Solis said.

The abortion pill is a gener-
ally safer medical alternative to 
surgical abortions. 

According to Planned Parent-
hood, the pill has several steps 
and includes two different med-
icines.

The first medication is called 
mifepristone, which stops the 
pregnancy from growing. The 
second medication is called 
misoprostol, which causes 
cramping and bleeding that 
would eventually empty the 
uterus. The second medicine 
is either taken immediately af-

ter the first one or 48 hours af-
ter, depending on a doctor’s or 
nurse’s recommendation. The 
last step is to follow up with a 
medical provider to make sure 
the abortion worked. 

The University health center 
has a total of five staff members 
– one licensed doctor, three reg-
istered nurses and one medical 
assistant. 

Solis said that the Universi-
ty would rather direct students 
to a larger medical facility that 
specializes in abortion, such as 
Planned Parenthood, with two 

locations close to the school, 
in Pomona and Glendora, or 
the Family Planning Associ-
ates Medical Group on Whittier 
Boulevard in Los Angeles, in the 
case that complications should 
come with the pill. 

According to Planned Parent-
hood, an abortion can cost up to 
$750, but is often less. The price 
varies depending on the state or 
health center and whether a pa-
tient uses health insurance. 

Solis expressed concern 
about possible complications 
that can arise from taking the 
abortion medication, and she 
said the health center does not 
have enough staff to care for 

a student from the start of the 
treatment to the end of it, which 
is why referring students to a 
larger medical provider is the 
best thing to do. 

According to Planned Parent-
hood, medication abortion has 
been used safely in the U.S. for 
more than 20 years. 

While serious complications 
are rare, they can still occur. 

According to the Women’s 
Health Policy website, the med-
ication abortion has a 0.4% risk 
of major complications. 

These complications include 

the pill not terminating the preg-
nancy and some of the pregnan-
cy tissue being left in the uterus. 
Blood clots in the uterus, exces-
sive bleeding, infection or an al-
lergic reaction to one of them are 
other potential complications. 

Risks during surgical abor-
tion procedures are similar to 
those of the abortion pill, with 
the added risks of injury to a 
patient’s cervix, uterus or other 
organs. 

According to a study con-
ducted by the National Liberty 
of Medicine in May 2022, the 
total abortion-procedure-related 
complication rate is estimated to 
be about 2%. 

According to John Hopkins 
Medicine website, risks during 
pregnancy include ectopic preg-
nancy, which is when the fetus 
develops outside of the uterus, 
which can be fatal. There is also 
the risk of a miscarriage or still-
birth. 

According to Planned Par-
enthood, the abortion pill has no 
long-term side effects and is a 
common way for women to have 
an abortion.

According to Guttmacher In-
stitute’s data, medication abor-
tion accounted for 54% of abor-

tions in the U.S. in 2020, while 
2022 estimates will be released 
later this year. 

According to Planned Parent-
hood, unless there is a rare and 
serious complication that has 
been treated, there is generally 
no risk to a patient’s physical 
or emotional health and future 
pregnancies. 

Solis said anyone consider-
ing an abortion should under-
stand the risks and benefits be-
fore they go through with taking 
medication or going through a 
procedure, either surgical or re-
ceiving an injection. 

Kasee Verma, sophomore 
kinesiology major at Cal State 

Long Beach, said she loves the 
idea of having access to abor-
tion medication on campuses 
because it should be a woman’s 
right to choose and have access 
to this type of health care.

Sarah Siddique, junior polit-
ical science major at Cal Poly 
Pomona, agrees. 

“Students on college cam-
puses, and frankly high school 
campuses as well, should be…
given the privacy to terminate a 
pregnancy that may not be pos-
sible outside of school due to 
family conditions or state law,” 
Siddique said.

Brett Chavez, junior polit-
ical science major at UC Santa 
Cruz, also agrees that making 
the abortion pill available in Cal 
States and UC health centers is a 
good idea. 

“Abortion access is health 
care, and greater access to health 
care should always be available 
to all people,” Chavez said. 

Solis said that students have 
access to many types of health 
care on campus, from contra-
ceptives to abortion referrals. 
While the health center will not 
carry the abortion medication, 
students can come in to receive 
help scheduling a same-day ap-
pointment at a clinic, such as 
Planned Parenthood, to discuss 
their options. 

“I would really like to focus 
efforts on prevention, not only 
from pregnancy, but every-
thing,” Solis said. “You don’t 
want to learn afterwards, you 
want to try to prevent things be-
fore they start.” 

The center also offers emer-
gency contraceptive, or the 
morning after pill, which can be 
taken up to 72 hours after unpro-
tected sex to prevent unwanted 
pregnancy.  

The health center provides 
students with free oral birth con-
trol pills and condoms.

If there is a need for a dif-
ferent type of birth control, the 
health center will refer students, 
and University insurance will 
pick up most of the cost, Solis 
said. 

Taylor Moore can be reached 
at taylor.moore@laverne.edu.
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Olson earns endowed professorship
Michael Hill
Staff Writer

Deborah Olson, professor of 
business at the University, was 
selected to receive the newly 
created Richard G. and Beth T. 
Landis Endowed Professor in 
Business Leadership and Ethics.

“Getting the Landis Award 
as a professor gives me the time 
and opportunity to build accessi-
ble information,” Olson said.

The Landis endowed pro-
fessorship was named in honor 
of University alumni,  the late 
Richard and Beth Landis, class 
of 1942 and 1944 respectively. 

This endowed position was 
created to honor business pro-
fessors who go above and be-
yond in their field.

The selection was made by 
the college deans, who reviewed 
faculty candidate applications.

“(Olson’s) plans were really 
good,” said Emmeline de Pillis, 
dean of the College of Business 
and Public Management. 

She added that Olson’s vi-
sion and clear plan for what she 
intended to do going forward 
stood out. Other applicants fo-
cused more on their previous ac-
complishments, de Pillis added. 

Olson is already a published 
author having written “Success: 
The Psychology of Achieve-
ment,” her book published in 

2017.  
Olson is currently working 

on an interactive leadership 
teaching website. De Pillis said 
receiving the endowed profes-
sorship is a special honor. 

At one point in her career, 
Olson ran her own business, for 
which she made and sold jewel-
ry. 

Olson said the endowment 
would give her the resources to 
expand her learning beyond the 
basics. 

She said she hopes to mo-
tivate her students to enjoy the 
learning process, not because 
they have to but because they 
want to.

She said she believes that 
understanding the practical ap-
plication of business concepts is 
key to gaining that student mo-
tivation. 

Her College of Business col-
leagues believe the award is a 
tribute to her passion for teach-
ing, and well-deserved.

“She is very focused and 
hardworking in her profession,” 
Issam Ghazzawi, professor of 
business management, said. 

“When I hear her name, I 
think ‘excellent and very hands-
on teacher.’” said Keeok Park, 
associate dean and professor of 
decision sciences.  

Michael Hill can be reached 
at michael.hill3@laverne.edu.

Kaylie Ennis

Deborah Olson, professor of management, has been named the 
Richard G. and Beth T. Landis Endowed Professor of Business 
Ethics in the College of Business and Public Management. Olson 
teaches leadership and management, and has written several books 
and articles on the subject.

Abortion pill not coming to ULV yet

Loans...
psychology graduate student, 
said she supports the plan but 
wishes people would understand 
that a degree does not automati-
cally grant people a job. 

“A lot of these people who 
have a degree end up working 
at a fast food chain or retail, not 
that it’s a bad thing, but they 
don’t go into what they want to 
do, which makes it hard for them 
to pay off their debt,” Malagon 
said. 

Information on how to claim 
this relief will be announced in 
the coming weeks. 

For more information on 
Biden’s three-part plan, visit 
studentaid.gov/debt-relief-an-
nouncement.

Samira Felix can be reached 
at samira.felix@laverne.edu.

Continued from page 2

The University would rather direct students to a larger medical 
facility that specializes in abortion, such as Planned Parenthood, 
with two locations close to the school, Jamie Solis, director of 

student health services, said.



Abelina J. Nuñez
LV Life Editor 

The food outlets on the Uni-
versity campus, The Spot and 
Barbara’s Place, have under-
gone changes since last semes-
ter. 

Barbara’s Place has a new 
menu of burgers every day –  
along with a new look and set-
up.

The Spot is encouraging 
more post-pandemic indoor 
dining and is now charging for 
the to-go boxes, apparently due 
to a shortage. 

Barbara’s Place changed 
its menu in response t student 
feedback and now has more 
vegetarian options.

It also have a vegetarian 
burger.

“It’s like a combination of 
having the same menu for the 
past for like 11 years since we 
started with Bon Appetit here 
at the University of La Verne 
in like 2011,” said Beck Farraj, 
Bon Appetit general manager.

Farraj said this summer, 
the University paid attention 
to what food trucks were most 
popular when Summer Orien-
tation, Advising, and Registra-
tion, or SOAR, was on campus 
to get their lunch.

The students gravitated to-
ward the burger trucks.

This inspired the changes in 
the Barbara’s Place menu. 

“For the menu, I’m not too 
big of a fan because I personal-
ly don’t eat burgers that often,” 
said Solomia Hryshko, sopho-
more criminology major, who 
works at Barbara’s Place and 
The Spot.

“The costs aren’t bad,” Hry-
shko added. “I was expecting 
them to be a lot more expen-
sive than what they were since 
the meat is higher quality. And 
same with the bread and every-
thing else we started serving.” 

The new setup of Barbara’s 
Place has a new flow to the or-
der and pickup process intend-
ed to speed things up. 

“I feel like it’s better for 
people to come in and out and 
doesn’t really get crowded 
much anymore,” said Matthew 
Alvarado, senior biology major 
and student worker at Barbara’s 
Place and The Spot.

The Spot now charges 75 
cents for disposable to-go box-
es and students, and $6 for reus-

able boxes.
Students can buy the 

eco-friendly tray with Leo 
bucks and if the tray is returned 
at the end of the semester, they 
will get a meal card credit of 
$6 that can be used at both The 
Spot and Barbara’s Place, or a 
refund to their credit card. 

“We made the switch be-
cause we were running out of 
them constantly,” Alvarado 
said. 

“There was one time we ran 
out, we had to resort to reusable 
plates, and that wasn’t a good 
substitute.”

Hryshko said that The Spot 
previously had vegetarian op-
tions, but has added more va-
riety.

Farraj said The Spot allows 
patrons to customize many café 
options to meet their personal 
dietary goals. It opened the veg-
an “Plants+Proteins” station in 
the fall semester 2021 based on 
feedback for more vegan offer-
ings.

Because of the change re-
quiring payment for to-go box-
es, the dining hall has been 
packed.

Hryshko said it makes it a 
little bit trickier when you want 
to grab something to eat right 
before class or right after class 
and you have somewhere to be.

“As a student, I feel like 
it’s kind of irritating because it 
does take a while with the line 
long and in between classes I 
need something quick,” Alvara-
do said. 

“If I want to go eat, I have to 
get there super early and when 
it’s packed there is nowhere to 
sit.” 

Alvarado said it is like 
planning your whole schedule 
around The Spot just to make 
sure you get there and you have 
time to eat without rushing be-
fore class. 

“Though this year, it has 
gotten a lot better and I feel like 
there’s more diversity, more un-
derstanding, more communica-
tion,” Hryshko said. 

“And from what I’ve seen, 
the management is trying to 
...to listen to (student) feed-
back,” Hryshko said. 

Dakota Bechtel, junior gen-
der studies major, said he does 
not like the idea of having to 
pay for the to-go boxes.

He did say he likes the new 
setup at Barbara’s Place but 
wishes they had burgers only 
once a week.

“I also hate the fact that ... 
there’s no variation at all now 
and I miss the carnitas,” Bech-
tel said. 

Abelina J. Nuñez can be 
reached at abelina.nunez@ 
laverne.edu.
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Campus dining brings new normal

Sports bar offers cool comfort 
during Labor Day celebration
Jack Janes
Staff Writer 

Zendejas Mexican Restaurant 
in San Dimas hosted a Labor 
Day party on Sunday, featuring 
live DJs and bands that included 
Jumpin’ Jack Benny, Steel Rod 
and Soto.

Zendejas is a Mexican sports 
bar owned by Tony Zendejas, 
who was a placekicker in the 
NFL for 11 years, including four 
seasons with the Los Angeles 
Rams from 1991 to 1994. With 

TVs lined up along the walls and 
music blasting, it is a popular 
place to hang out with friends.

The intense heat outside did 
not stop people from coming out 
and enjoying themselves. 

When doors opened at 2 p.m., 
it was a smothering 107 degrees 
outside. There were buckets of 
ice-cold beer at almost every 
table to try to beat the heat, as 
well as dozens of fans set up by 
Zendejas employees around the 
restaurant. 

But to no one’s surprise, no-

body sat on the outdoor patio so 
everyone was squeezed into the 
restaurant. 

Shortly after the doors 
opened, a live DJ started playing 
1980s funk hits and the crowd 
became more lively. As time 
went on, more people started 
filling in and the party started to 
pick up. 

There was a very friendly 
and upbeat atmosphere and it 
seemed that pretty much every-
one knew one another. 

Litsy Tellez

The Spot has made several changes this semester, 
including charging for to-go boxes. Students now 
must pay 75 cents for a disposable to-go box or $6 

for a reusable one. Bon Appetit made the change 
to be more eco-friendly and cut down on waste.

New look 
among 
changes

Continued on page 5
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Sigma Kappa takes on ULV club fair

Kaylie Ennis

Sigma Kappa sorority members Sheridan Lambrook, junior 
journalism major; Mackay MorganArmstrong, senior kinesiol-
ogy major; Marissa Gutierrez, senior educational studies major; 
Kristen Schoenick, senior communications major; and Isabel 

Bellot, junior political science major, recruit at the club fair in 
Sneaky Park Aug. 30. The sorority, which was founded in 1986, 
is currently recruiting new members, along with the University’s 
other Greek organizations.

Labor Day...
Continued from page 4

There were even quite a few 
Los Angeles Dodgers fans in 
attendance to watch them play 
on Sunday Night Baseball and 
throughout the night you would 
hear scattered cheering when the 
Dodgers did something good. 

Hope Zendejas, office man-
ager, said her favorite thing 
about hosting events like this is 
watching people having a good 
time and enjoying music. 

Longtime customer Blanca 
Lerna said she comes to Zende-
jas’ events often because she 
loves the atmosphere and how 
everyone is friendly. Lerna was 
there with her daughter, enjoy-
ing the music, drinks and danc-
ing in front of the stage with the 
other dancers in the crowd. 

Former Zendejas employee 
Jasmine Gomez said she now 
only comes to the big events 
but what brings her back are the 
people. Gomez said her favorite 
thing about Zendejas is the peo-
ple, and that means everyone 
from the regulars, the waiters 
and waitresses, to the people 
cleaning dishes. 

Jumpin’ Jack Benny was the 
first live band to perform and 
their smooth blues rock set the 
tone for how the night was going 
to go. Lead singer Benny Cortez 
was rocking shades and a straw 
hat as he switched between play-
ing the tambourine and harmon-
ica. 

The combination of the har-
monica with smooth guitar riffs 
teamed up for an upbeat vibe 
that had everyone there feeling 
loose.

The next band to take the 
stage was a cover band called 
Steel Rod. 

The first few songs played 
were classic 1980s hits like “Jes-
sie’s Girl” and “867-5309/Jen-
ny” but then jumped to a couple 
of popular Bruno Mars songs in 
“Treasure” and “Uptown Funk.” 

Then from there, Steel Rod 
played a wide variety of hits 
from the 1980s until now, giving 
each song a little more rock ‘n’ 
roll than the original. It was very 
impressive to hear songs like 
“Poison” by Bell Biv DeVoe, “It 
Was a Good Day” by Ice Cube 
and “Baby Got Back” by Sir 
Mix-A-Lot with a rock ‘n’ roll 
sound. 

“We’ll do country if we have 
to, R&B music, rap, it depends 
on the crowd,” Rod Pantoja, 
singer and guitarist for Steel 
Rod, said. “It changes every 
weekend. Our shows are never 
the same twice.”

The final band that performed 
to cap off a lively night was 
Soto. The Latin - funk - R&B 
dance band opened their set 
with a cover of Chris Stapleton’s 
“Tennessee Whiskey” with their 
own R&B twist to it that made 
the song sound smooth like but-
ter. 

The charismatic lead singer, 
DeVaughn Roseman, interacted 
with the crowd throughout the 
show as he was often dancing 
with those who danced in front 
of the stage.

Jack Janes can be reached at 
jack.janes@laverne.edu. 

I’M A 
NURSE 
NOT A  
VIRUS.
I’m working in the ER, I walked in, and there was a 
patient that took one look at me and decided that she 
wanted a different nurse because I was Asian. I’m just 
trying to help people. I’m a nurse, not a virus. 
Fight the virus. Fight the bias.

Learn more @ 
lovehasnolabels.com/fightvirusbias

  AMERICA,
 LET’S DO LUNCHTM

Stanley Smart, SINCE 1928. Once a fierce competitor on 
any surface. Now, he and 1 in 6 seniors face the threat of 

hunger and millions more live in isolation. So pop by, drop 
off a hot meal and say a warm hello.  Volunteer for Meals on 

Wheels at AmericaLetsDoLunch.org
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‘Depth of Field’

The Irene Carlson Gal-
lery of photography in 
Miller Hall is showcasing 
the biannual adjunct pho-
tography faculty exhibit, 
“Depth of Field.”  

The exhibit runs through 
Oct. 14, with a gallery re-
ception and artists’ walk-
through from 4 p.m. to 6 
p.m. Sept. 29. 

Admission is free.

‘The Art of Type’
The Kellogg Art Gal-

lery at Cal Poly Pomona is 
showing “Ink and Clay 45 
– The Art of Type,” an on-
site exhibition and annual 
nationwide competition 
consisting of works of ink 
and clay. 

The show runs through 
Nov. 17.

The gallery on the Cal 
Poly Pomona campus is 
open from 4 p.m. to 8 p.m. 
Mondays and Tuesdays, 
and noon to 4 p.m. Wednes-
days, Thursdays, Saturdays 
and Sundays.  

Admission is free.

The Haven
Indie bands Loverboy-

rando, Israel’s Arcade and 
Twin Seas will perform at 
7:30 Friday at the Haven, 
296 W. Second Street in Po-
mona. Doors open at 7 p.m.

Tickets are $17 
and available at  
thehavenpomona.com.

Mike Taylor 
Quartet

The Mike Taylor Quar-
tet, a band performing a se-
lection of rock, pop, blues, 
jazz and R&B music will 
appear at 6 p.m. Friday, 
Sep.16 at  the Village Plaza, 
101 N. Indian Hill Blvd. in 
Claremont. 

Admission is free. 

SoCal Anime
SoCal Anime’s first 

three-day long convention 
will bring Japanese culture 
to the  Fairplex at 1101 W. 
McKinley Ave. in Pomona.
Guests can expect a cosplay 
competition. 

The convention will take 
place from noon to 10 p.m. 
Sept. 16 through 18. 

For tickets and 
more information, visit  
socalanime.us. 

—Kamila De La Fuente

HAppenings

Jennifer Vanderpool, an adjunct profes-
sor in the art and art history department 
brought together 13 artists from around 

the country for the current exhibit “Welcome 
Here!” in University of La Verne’s Harris 
Gallery.

The opening reception for the gallery was 
Tuesday, and it included a talk from two of 
the artists displayed in the gallery, painters 
Chet Glaze and Mark Batongmalaque.

As a soft jazz melody played over the 
speakers, roughly 50 people gathered into 
the gallery and enjoyed the various sorts of 
artistic mediums, ranging from paintings, 
photography, and an augmented reality piece.

All falling under the theme of Americana, 
every piece tells a story of the artists’ person-
al conflict and relationship with change, in 
their hometown, the United States as a whole 
or with social injustices.  

Vanderpool, who was a social practice art-
ist before being a curator, took the chance to 
work with an artist she never had the chance 
to work with before. 

Glaze and Batongmalaque both gave a 
speech interpreting their paintings, followed 
by a short Q&A.

Glaze’s only painting, titled “Valley Pool 
Service” portrayed an abstract ‘witch’s tree’ 
which is what he would call eucalyptus tree 
groves as a child.

Throughout his hometown of Blooming-
ton, these groves of trees were a prominent 
part of his childhood that were used as wind-
breaks for the train yards, Glaze said.

Glaze found as he drove around his old 
hometown recently, the amount of groves 
were largely gone, along with other staples 
of his youth.

This sparked the inspiration for his paint-

ing as well as a small photograph he took that 
hung next to the painting. 

The photo, titled “Christmas Confires,” is 
of what was left of an old Christmas tree lot 
in Bloomington. The lot has since been sold 
off to Amazon, in what he explains to be a 
catalyst for what is going on in America right 
now. 

“Of course it is, I mean, what’s more 
American than seeing your childhood Christ-
mas tree farm become a fulfillment center,” 
Glaze said.

Batongmalaque, who had two paintings 
up in the exhibit, also showed an autobi-
ographical, more vulnerable side to his work. 

The first painting, titled “Not Much Fur-
ther” is bright red with hints of yellow de-
picting a fire, and immersed in this fire was a 
light drawing of a house.

It is reminiscent of the fires happening 
now around the country and just how scary it 
is for those who are dealing with them. 

“We’re in school to get a job, to own a 
house, to pay rent, to pay mortgage forev-
er and they can all just go away and I think 
that’s an exciting thing,” Batongmalaque 
said as he shared his vision. 

His second painting, called “Head of 
Mountain” shows a small bouquet of flow-
ers with a brown background. On the edges 
of the canvas piece there were golden studs, 
representing the same kind of studs found on 
his mothers couch. 

His mother, who has always had a fasci-
nation with expensive materials, was always 
asking for him to paint something for her and 
this was his response.

In this case, the bouquet of flowers rep-
resents a certain pricey chandelier that Ba-
tongmalaque’s mother had always wanted 

but he felt was grotesque.
“It’s a side of Americana that I think peo-

ple are not as in touch with or not as exposed 
to, I would say, it was a very traditional Mid-
western Americana,” Sunny Samuel, an ad-
junct instructor in the art department at ULV, 
said.

Samuel is a 2005 ULV alumnus, returning 
to ULV as an instructor this semester.

On the left side of the gallery is a wall full 
of digitally printed posters by artists Anne H. 
Berry and Sarah Edmands Martin. The post-
ers demonstrated the political turmoil the 
United States has been facing since the 2016 
presidential election.

The posters showed ripped up reports of 
the cyber attacks from Russia, exposing vul-
nerabilities in the U.S. voting system. These 
were collected together in a collage style, 
with pictures of former President Donald 
Trump, and other prominent figures from 
that election year.

These posters are part of the augmented 
reality piece, allowing visitors to scan the 
posters with an app called “Artivie.” Once 
scanned they become moving objects, allow-
ing the viewer to watch the poster come to 
life. 

“It doesn’t have to be in a dark museum, 
we can experience it out in the world and it’s 
a way to look at our built environment and 
talk about it in a critical way question it, re-
flect on it and develop a discussion around 
it,” Vanderpool on why these representations 
of Americana are important, said. 

“Welcome Here!” will be on display 
through Oct. 27, open from 11 a.m. to 4 p.m. 
Admission is free.

Vincent Matthew Franco can be reached 
at vincent.franco@laverne.edu.

by Vincent Matthew 
Franco

photogrpahy by 
Hailey Martinez

Valeria Gonzalez, senior studio art major, and Sunny 
Samuel, adjunct professor of art, ponder “Ideas” by Mar-
co Rodas Torres and “Loop Hole” by Samantha Gon-

zalez at the opening reception of the “Welcome Here!” 
exhibit Tuesday in the Harris Gallery on campus. The 
exhibition runs through Oct. 27.

Americana reveals

Social injustices



The University of La Verne 
will offer a  January class 
called Japan Study Tour, led 
by the department of art and art 
history. Students who partici-
pate will get the opportunity to 
travel to the cities of Kyoto and 
Tokyo.

“The trip will be to get a 
comparative look at the two 
cities, a great sense of tradition 
and the rise of Tokyo,” said Ag-
nes Bertiz, adjunct professor of 
art history.

Although the trip is fo-
cused on the two major cities, 
students will also get to visit 
cities like Hiroshima, Osaka, 
Kamakura and Nara, as well as 
Mt. Fuji. 

During the 11-day trip, stu-
dents will explore and learn 
about Japanese culture and his-
tory.

All University study abroad 

trips are open to students here 
who are currently sophomore 
standing and above. 

“I hope that their view and 
idea of the country changes af-
ter this trip,” Bertiz said.

Not only is the trip about 
learning about Japan and its 
culture, but it is also about 
learning about oneself, Betiz 
said. 

“I hope that the trip chang-
es students’ perspectives about 
the world, themselves and their 
role in the world,” Bertiz said.

As they learn new informa-
tion on this trip, students will 
be able to work on a cumula-
tive project about their experi-
ences, what they learned, how 
they can connect, and how it 
impacts them. 

For more information, con-
tact abertiz@laverne.edu.

—Ramon Morales
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Indie bands rock out at The Haven 
Michelle Annett Roldan
Staff Writer

The Haven in Pomona show-
cased The Jins, All Hollows and 
Rivers Ventura – all small bands 
coming together through their 
passion for playing indie rock 
music – on Sunday night before 
a full house. 

This concert was one of the 
biggest ones yet for the All Hol-
lows.

The band members were 
excited about the turnout. All 
Hollows were first on stage, and 
soon enough the atmosphere 
was pumped and lively.   

“They’re just super cool, 
fun to listen to, they have good 
vibes,” Elise Larson of Mission 
Viejo, who attended the event. 

All Hollows’ guitar player 
jumped off the stage and into the 
crowd during the song, “Dol-
la Billz.” Soon after, the guitar 
player finished off the set by 
smashing the guitar against the 
wall. 

Next up was solo artist Riv-
ers Ventura.

Ventura assured the audience 
that it would be the best concert 
ever.

“Our first show of the tour 
was in San Francisco and we 
drove straight for like 25 hours,” 
Ventura said. 

Ventura brought his biggest 

fans – his father, who is the 
band’s designated driver, and his 
grandfather. 

Ventura was originally not in 
the showcase, but stepped in at 
the last minute due to another 
band’s absence. Nevertheless, 
he did not disappoint the crowd 
with their music.

“Every time someone asks 
what kind of genre of music we 
play, I always just say good mu-
sic,” Ventura said. “I try to find 
inspiration from a bunch of oth-
er people.”

Other bands also talked about 
inspiration. 

“I guess for lyrics, I guess 
those are based on just emotion,” 
Dante Marenco, vocalist for All 
Hollows, said. “Sometimes it 
doesn’t even make sense, it just 
sounds cool.” 

The Jins inspiration for their 
song “She Said,” was from the 
band members’ girlfriends tell-
ing them they have to be in bed. 

While The Jins are working 
on a new album, Sunday’s con-
cert featured their “favorites,” 
said guitarist Ben Larsen.

The Jins, had lots of fans de-
spite being a small band coming 
from Vancouver, British Colum-
bia, thanks to a recent viral Tik-
Tok video.

Michelle Annett Roldan can 
be reached at michelle.roldan@
laverne.edu.

Students to bask 
in Japanese culture

Marodeen Ebrahimzadeh displays his print 
“White Guilt” at the “New Shades of Old Glo-
ry” exhibit at the Square I Gallery in the Cla-
remont Village at the Claremont Art Walk on 

Saturday. “New Shades of Old Glory” features 
99 American flag prints by Ebrahimzadeh and 
runs through Sept. 30. He discovered screen-
prints while at Cal State Fullerton.

Camille C.Nan

Natalie Medrano

Ben Larsen, frontman of The Jins, performs the 
band’s newest single, “Stay Please,” at a high en-
ergy concert Sunday at The Haven in downtown 

Pomona. The Jins have a heavy sound, with indie 
melodies. The other bands were All Hollows and 
Rivers Ventura. 

Old Glory at Claremont Art Walk

It’s Not Your Fault. 
1 . 8 0 0 . 6 5 6 . H O P E

National Sexual Assault Hotline
Free. Confidential. 24/7.

(Operated by RAINN—the Rape, Abuse & Incest National Network)



Sarah Van Buskirk
Editor-in-Chief

In the Leopards’ first home 
game of the 2022 regular sea-
son, the women’s soccer team 
shut out the Whitworth Pirates, 
3-0, Sept. 1 leaving their mark 
in hopes to continue a successful 
season. 

Head coach Lauryn Pehanich 
said that the players this year are 
adaptable and since they had not 
seen how Whitworth plays, they 
found themselves putting the 
pieces together in the first half.

“I felt we did a really good 
job of responding properly to 
how they were playing and be-
ing able to finalize the chances 
we had in the second half, after 
a really good halftime conversa-
tion,” Pehanich said.

The Leopards played an ag-
gressive game on both sides of 
the field. Their magnetic defense 
allowed the Pirates many free 
kicks, however, their determi-
nation on the attacking side paid 
off when the ball hit the back 
of the net. Time of possession 
was even for both teams but 
the Leopards were more active 
in finishing their opportunities 
with 23 shots and 15 shots on 
goal. The Pirates only managed 
three shots with one on target. 

After halftime, both teams 
were ready to play the final 
45 and put some points on the 
board. Five minutes in, sopho-
more midfielder Alyssa Moran 
had a breakaway on their ad-
vancing side but was stopped by 
the Pirates’ defense.

The ball was left alone on 
the 30-yard line until sopho-
more midfielder Ana Preciado 
took action and swept the ball 
toward the goal which skimmed 
the goalie’s fingertips and glided 
down the back of the net. The 
Leopards led 1-0.

“The intensity was very 
high” Preciado said. “We had to 

battle all 90 minutes. Everyone 
we needed was on the sideline 
and in the crowd, we were all 
into the game.”

About six minutes later the 
Leopards gained dominance of 
their attacking side and soph-
omore forward Antonia Esco-
bar positioned herself inches 
from the goal line while the ball 
bounced around in the penalty 
box. Escobar headed the ball 
over the goalie’s head and af-
ter a lively celebration from the 
Leopards, they extended their 
lead to 2-0. 

Sophomore goalkeeper Mck-
enzie Maggiore said she always 
goes into games expecting a lot 
of work but Whitworth left her 
bored.

“It felt really good to have 
only had to make one save,” 
Maggiore said. “That just shows 
that our whole team did a really 
good job defending together.”

Tension started to rise in Pi-
rate waters and they fired two 
back-to-back shots over the goal 
with intention of tightening the 
score. With four minutes left, a 
long throw-in from the Leopards 
dropped in front of the goal and 
senior midfielder Michelle Be-
navides got a piece of the ball to 
finalize the home opener victory, 
3-0.

“We adjusted really well and 
everyone knew their role and 
what they had to do,” Benavides 
said. “Our game plan was to win 
and we ended up carrying that 
out.”

The Leopards continued their 
hot streak against the Lewis and 
Clark Pioneers, 2-0, Saturday, 
and the Carleton Knights, 3-1, 
Monday for a Labor Day win.

They will host Willamette 
Friday at 7 p.m. for their last 
non-conference game until SCI-
AC play begins. 

Sarah Van Buskirk can be 
reached at sarah.vanbuskirk@
laverne.edu.
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Men’s Water Polo, Sept. 3
La Verne - 8

University of San Diego - 22

La Verne - 13
Whittier - 12

Men’s Water Polo, Sept. 4
La Verne - 7

Pomona-Pitzer - 16

La Verne -  15
Redlands - 11

Football, Sept. 3
La Verne - 0

University of San Diego - 58

Thursday
Men’s soccer vs. Montclair State, 7 p.m.

Friday
Women’s volleyball vs. Puget Sound, 7 p.m.

Women’s soccer vs. Willamette, 7 p.m.

Saturday
Men’s water polo vs. Loyola Marymount, 9 a.m.

Women’s volleyball vs. Alumni, 11 a.m.
Men’s soccer @ George Fox, 11 a.m.

Football @ Willamette, 12 p.m.
Men’s water polo vs. Westcliff, 2:20 p.m.

Sunday
Men’s water polo vs. Long Beach State, 9 a.m.

Men’s soccer @ Linfield, 11 a.m.
Men’s water polo vs. Ottawa (Ariz.), 1:30 p.m.

September
Fri. 9 vs. Willamette 7 p.m.

Wed. 14 vs. Whittier* 7 p.m.
Sat. 17 vs. Claremont Mudd-Scripps* 11 a.m.

Wed. 21 vs. Pomona-Pitzer* 4 p.m.
Sat. 24 vs. Chapman* 11 a.m.

Mon. 26 vs. UC Santa Cruz 12 p.m.

October
Sat. 1 vs. Occidental* 7 p.m.
Wed. 5 vs. Redlands* 7 p.m.

Sat. 8 vs. Cal Lutheran* 2 p.m.
Wed. 12 vs. Caltech* 7 p.m.

Sat. 15 vs. Redlands* 11 a.m. HOMECOMING
Sat. 22 vs. Occidental* 4 p.m.

Wed. 26 vs. Cal Lutheran * 7 p.m.
Sat. 29 vs. Caltech* 11 a.m.

KEY:
* = Southern California Intercollegiate Conference

BOLD = home games

   at the Buzzer  SChedule Women’S SoCCer SChedule

leopard SCoreBoard

Leopards shut out 
Pirates in opener

Senior middle blocker Ayana Mier spikes the ball 
over the net against Linfield at the Frantz Ath-
letic Court on Friday. The Leopards swept the 
Wildcats, 3-0, to open the Pacific Coast Classic 
Tournament. La Verne went 3-1 in the tourna-

ment, also beating St. Scholastica and Sul Ross 
State. The Leopards host Puget Sound today at 7 
p.m. before they have their annual alumni game 
After that they will travel to San Antonio, Texas 
for the Trinity Invitational.

Jashelle Ranson

Volleyball goes 3-1 in tournament
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