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Rites honor Black culture, tradition
Ceremony
marks
transitions
Hailey Martinez
Staff Writer
Roughly 20 students, faculty
and staff gathered for the University’s third annual Rites of
Passage ceremony Sept. 9 in the
Ludwick Center Sacred Space to
honor community, rich spiritual
and cultural African traditions.
The event was a collaboration among the Black Faculty
and Staff Association, the Office
of Diversity, Equity and Inclusion, the Center for Multicultural Services, the religion and
philosophy department, LaFetra
College of Education, Career
Services and the Office of Religion and Spiritual Life.
To start off the ceremony,
Tycoon Djembe drummer JahAmen Mobley played his drum

as four Black Student Union
members walked into the sacred
space.
“We want to acknowledge
that we gather on the traditional
land of people, past and present,” Alexandra Burrel, chief equity and inclusion officer, began.
“And we honor with gratitude
the land itself and the people
who have stored it throughout
the generations.”
Burrel welcomed the students
back for another academic year.
Given the current tumult of the
world the past couple of years,
Burrel called for a deeper level
of reflection on who we are and
the relationships we have with
one another.
A rite is an act or set of rituals having to do with individual
growth and community. Rites of
passage are performed across
cultures according to the individual culture’s customs. In traditional African cultures, there
are five rites, which include
birth, adulthood, marriage, eldership and ancestorship.
Richard Rose, professor of
religion and philosophy, invit-

ed attendees to pray, prepare
and support one another in their
next stage of life to make sure
that they not only survive in this
world but to also thrive in it.
“We only ask at this time to
take charge and bless this service,” Rose said, adding his
hope that “what is done here
will be inspirational and transforming as the level of increased
learning and maturity falls upon
these students.”
With climate change, fires,
floods and COVID, our normal
way of life has changed.
Rites of Passage ceremonies
represent the transitions of the
various stages of life.
“Today we acknowledge the
type of transition for our incoming fresh person plan,” Rose
said. “But more broadly, we recognize the transition of culture,
society and global humanity to
become more sensitive to their
breath, the living breath that we
all share during this time.”
Veronica Escoffery-Runnels,
associate professor of educational counseling, commenced
the libation as Mobley played

the drums.
“A libation is a tribute, an
honor, respect and reverence to
our ancestors,” Escoffery-Runnels said.
Escoffery-Runnels asked attendees to think of someone who
has helped them thrive.
She poured water into a bowl
as attendees said the names of
the ones that inspire them to
keep pushing forward everyday.
After the libation, students
pledged to help build and maintain the University’s African
American community and made
a promise to support Black students.
With COVID putting a stop
to many things, it was difficult to
be involved in a community, and
it was difficult to support our
communities. Senior criminology major Drake Ingram, former
president of Brothers’ Forum,
encouraged people to move forward and be active.
“I pray that you guys continue to inspire one another,
support one another,” Ingram
added.
Following a solo performance

by Mobley, Melissa Moss, academic and employee experiences manager, introduced the water and fire ceremony.
“Water up, fire down – an
energy principle to create calmness, clarity and a lifetime of
health,” Moss said. “When you
have good energy flow according to water up fire down you’re
in harmony with nature’s balance.”
The Rites of Passage ceremony ended with a closing prayer
by University Chaplain Zandra
Wagoner.
The audience practiced taking in the water and fire principle to clear their minds of clarity
and receive happiness throughout their journey.
Daniel Loera, director of
multicultural affairs, said he
hopes students experience a
sense of community as they
acknowledge their transitions
throughout life.
“We want them to know that
they are not alone,” Loera said.
Hailey Martinez can be
reached at hailey.martinez@
laverne.edu.

Bon Appetit now offers late meal option at Barb’s
Abelina J. Nuñez
LV Life Editor
Barbara’s Place has created a
so-called night swipe for which
students can use their meal plan
after regular dining hours at The
Spot.
The night swipe allows students to use their meal plan in-

stead of their Leo bucks, Monday through Friday from 8 p.m.
to 10 p.m. Students can get an
entrée, two daily special sides of
their choice of fries, whole fruit,
or a side salad and a fountain
beverage.
“The late night swipe was a
way for us to help us accommodate students, who may not be

able to make it during our dinner
services hours at The Spot that’s
why they don’t cut into their
Leo bucks or pay out of pocket
so they will get a dinner meal,”
Brianna Moger, Barbara’s Place
supervisor’s cook, said.
Moger said that this year
Barb’s will have weekly specials, which are also available
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with the night swipe. And she
said she is open to feedback
from students to make adjustments as necessary.
Cori Navarro, sophomore
psychology and theater major,
said she likes the night swipe
option since two-to-three days
out of the week she is not able to
get dinner at The Spot because
of late classes.
She said she’s glad to use her
meal swipes instead of her Leo
dollars to cover the meals that
she has missed.
Naty Castellon, junior kine-

On the Cover
Arlene Payan and Jon Beverly from Pomona admire artwork, including an anti-ICE
mural by Cindy Rocha, at the
“Chicano Park Muralists in
Pomona Con Safos” exhibit
Saturday at the dA Center for
the Arts in Pomona. The gallery held an open reception
for the exhibit, which features
17 San Diego area artists
and photographers and runs
through Oct. 30. / photo by
Hailey Martinez

siology major, said that students
with night classes in general will
benefit from the night swipe option.
“I think it’s a lot more convenient, I know from last semester
I would prefer to have the late
night swipe because I ran out of
my Leo dollars really early in
the semester,” she said. “I didn’t
really buy any more meals from
Barb’s or have many options so
I feel like it would’ve been helpful.”
Jaycob Gomez, junior kinesiology major, said that the late
night swipe is a way to get a
good meal at a time when The
Spot is not open which is very
helpful.
However, Gomez wishes that
Barbara’s Place has more variety in the food, instead of having
the same thing every day.
“I know it’s in its early stages but hopefully next semester
or next year they can add many
new items that the student can
use,” he said.
Abelina J. Nuñez can be
reached at abelina.nunez@
laverne.edu.

It’s Not Your Fault.
1.800.656.HOPE

National Sexual Assault Hotline
Free. Confidential. 24/7.
(Operated by RAINN—the Rape, Abuse & Incest National Network)
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Artist shares paintings and process
Ramon Morales
Staff Writer
Dion Johnson, the University’s director of galleries and
distinguished artist, delivered an
artistic lecture and creative presentation on Tuesday at noon to
a group of about 30 students and
faculty members, who gathered
in the Quay Davis Executive
Board Room.
Johnson, also a professor at
the University, is an artist whose
work has been written about in
the Los Angeles Times and New
York Times, among others.
He has exhibited across the
United States, from Los Angeles to New York to Dallas, which
is home to one of his biggest exhibitions, “Vibrant.”
Johnson’s work uses a variety of colors that combine into
paintings to create interpretations of interesting landscapes
and atmospheres.
“My paintings are about
ideas, memories and sensations,” Johnson said. “I want my
paintings to leap out at you.”
Johnson, an artist of more
than 20 years, said his work continues to evolve. Like an athlete
continues working on his craft to
get better, so does he, he said.
He said he hopes his art will
connect with his audience.
His Tuesday presentation
seemed to do just that, as audience members expressed gratitude and a sense of emotion and
connection to Johnson’s work.
Although Johnson is a painter, his work has also been developed into murals, like one that
is displayed in Ohio. He is also
working on a piece that will be
displayed as part of a public library.
From the paintings to the murals to the gallery show, Johnson
said it all begins in what he calls
his sanctuary – his art studio,
where all of his projects begin.
“It’s about the location where
you work,” said Marcia Godwin,
professor of public administration, who attended the event.
“This is such great work, and
it’s such a different life than the
one that I lead,” said Zandra
Wagoner, university chaplain.
Ramon Morales can be
reached at ramon.morales@
laverne.edu.

Litsy Tellez

Dion Johnson, director of art galleries and distinguished artist, discusses his biggest work, titled “Vibrant,” Tuesday for the weekly
faculty lecture in the Quay Davis Executive Board Room. Johnson’s

work has been exhibited all over the United States, including at a
public street art installation in Ohio. His work tends to include vertical stripes of pastels and bright colors evoking a television test card.

Google grant to help Latino students
Edith Gomez
Staff Writer
The University of La Verne
has been selected to participate
in the Google Hispanic Serving
Institution Career Readiness
program, which offers digital
skills training and career workshops for students to access and
help them through their time at
the University.  
Google will invest $2 million
in the Hispanic Association of
Colleges and Universities with
an end goal of training 200,000
Latino students across 35 socalled Hispanic serving institutions by 2025.
The Google HSI Career Program will help Latino students
build their careers and increase
their economic potential by
launching a grant that is based

on a digital skill curriculum.
The program is a semester-long
that will prepare students for
internships, first jobs, and will
help them develop real-world
skills with career workshops and
counseling.
ULV staff has prepared to
launch the program this academic year.
“There’s five different learning platforms (and) individual
classrooms they can take advantage of,” said Amanda Miller,
director of career services. “It
really is the basic foundation
for students to be career ready
so students are ready to graduate from the University of La
Verne.”
Having learned of the grant
award in late May, the staff decided to do a trial run of the program in the summer.

“We didn’t do too much
about public outreach and we
tested out the program through
our LVE classes and to our resident assistants,” Miller said.
The program is launching in
all LVE 200 classes this year,
along with an incentive to extend it to all students.
“I helped students activate
their accounts and complete
their learning paths in my class,”
said Lierin McClure, academic
and career advisor, who teaches
LVE 200.
“They had a lot of fun and
(gave) good feedback … that it
was beneficial,” McClure said.
“It helps you grow your skill set
in terms of career outside of the
classroom.”  
ULV coordinators of this program plan to roll out the program
to all students via email, with in-

centives to inspire participation.
“I’d be interested in learning
more about what the program
offers for students, definitely
looking out for an email of when
it’s rolled out,” said Samantha
Miller, junior psychology major.
“It is an opportunity to learn
more about career-centered topics that you normally would not
learn about outside of the classroom.”  
“I think it’s really cool that
the school took that initiative
and applied to have that resource
available for students,” Kalanie
Hernandez, a sophomore criminology major, said. “It’s nice to
have resources that help us with
our future that we don’t normally learn in our major classes.”
Edith Gomez can be reached
at edith.gomez@laverne.edu.

What makes
a curious reader?
You do.
Read to your child today and inspire
a lifelong love of reading.
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‘Depth of Field’

The Irene Carlson Gallery of photography in Miller Hall is showcasing the
biannual adjunct photography faculty exhibit, “Depth
of Field.” The exhibition
highlights the University
of La Verne’s faculty and
their diverse approaches to
a lens-based artistic practice. There will be a reception and artist walkthrough
from 4 p.m. to 6 p.m. Sept.
29 in the gallery. Admission is free. The exhibit
runs through Oct. 14.
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Chicano culture

by Neidenne Arevalo
photography by
Hailey Martinez

‘Ink and Clay’

The Kellogg Art Gallery at Cal Poly Pomona is
showing “Ink and Clay 45
– The Art of Type,” an onsite exhibition and annual
nationwide
competition
consisting of works of ink
and clay. The show runs
through Nov. 17.
The gallery is open from
4 p.m. to 8 p.m. Mondays
and Tuesdays, and noon to
4 p.m. Wednesdays, Thursdays, Saturdays and Sundays. Admission is free.

The Haven

Sunset Palms presents
Dancing Tommy, Zombie
Loaf and Cold Cut, who
will perform from 7 p.m. to
11 p.m. today at The Haven.
Admission is $13.
For more information
visit
thehavenpomona.
com.

Nascar Aloe

Deathproof Inc. presents
Nascar Aloe, a hip hop/rap
artist who will perform at
8 p.m. today at the Glass
House, at 200 W. Second
Street in Pomona. Doors
open at 7 p.m. Tickets are
$26.06 at the box office and
$22.23 in advance online.
For more information,
visit
eventbrite.com/e/
nascar-aloe -tickets373742703487.

SoCal Anime

SoCal Anime’s first
three-day long convention
will bring Japanese culture
to the Fairplex in Pomona.
The event starts at noon today and goes through Sunday.
For tickets and more
information, visit socalanime.us.
—Kamila K. De La Fuente

Works by artists Mario Chacon, Victor Ochoa, Ligma
and Armando Nunez were among those featured at the
dA Center For the Arts in Pomona. The art was centered

T

around Chicano heritage. The gallery held a reception
Saturday night for the “Chicano Park Muralists in Pomona Con Safos” exhibit, which runs through Oct. 30.

he exhibition “Chicano Park Mu- another,”Gonzales said. “I began walking each cardboard letter wrapped in wire
ralists in Pomona Con Safos,” the streets of Los Angeles for three years told a story of its own.
which explores the history and and started taking pictures of things other
“I’m into photography and I’m looking
roots of Chicano heritage through the art people didn’t, I wanted to show the world forward to seeing the work of the photogof 15 mural artists and two photographers what’s really happening and that was the raphers being showcased in this gallery,”
from Chicano Park in San Diego, is on only way I knew I could.”
Pablo Muñoz, a local of downtown Podisplay now at the dA center in Pomona.
Gonzales said he does not sell his pho- mona, said.
The artists discussed their work during tographs, he keeps them all because they
Roberto Pozos was featured in this
an opening reception Saturday.
are priceless to him. Instead, he shares his gallery as an artist that works in many
Featured artist Tina Wimer’s acrylic photography on Instagram @gonzales. mediums. He is a graphic designer, art diportrait “Ixchel” stood out with its vibrant pete with whoever finds interest in it.
rector, painter, photographer, mural artist
colors and relaxed yet stimulating tone.
“God gave me everything I need and and much more.
Wimer’s painting connected with Mayan my passion for photography has grown
Pozos has always had an interest in art
culture and many Mexican-American and grown,” Gonzales said. “I shoot what from a very early age in his childhood,
women that have home altars.
he pursued his passion by goSara Saldaña, daughter of
ing to university and getting a
photographer Pete Gonzales,
degree in Art. He is very pas‘God gave me everything I need and my
shared how her father just resionate about painting and his
passion for photography has grown and
cently got into photography
heritage.
grown.’
a few years back and had to
“The art that I put in this
—Pete Gonzales, photographer
come show support through
show is reflective of the pasthis event.
sion I have for Chicano culture
“His passion has brought
and Chicano Park,” Pozos said.
many things to me and to my family, like my eyes tell me to see that other people “I believe we have a responsibility to folChicano Park and all that,” Saldaña said. don’t see.”
low our passion and in that process people
“Those are things I didn’t know about
Gonzales said that he wants his pic- will get educated themselves, people will
growing up and so through photography tures to evoke emotion in the people who capture the essence if the artist expresses
and what he’s done with the culture I’ve are viewing them.
themselves in a passionate way.”
been introduced to it.”
Brayan Baez, a local from Pomona
The passion is definitely visible through
Gonzales’ photography was distributed said he frequently visits downtown Po- the art and photographs displayed in the
in the gallery and he was one out of the mona for the art walk that occurs once show. Chicano culture was shared in such
two photographers displaying their work every other month.
a timeless but eye opening way, for those
in The dA Center For The Arts.
“I was at the bar around the corner and who previously did not know much about
Esteban Orilo from Los Angeles in- The dA Center For The Arts is always Chicano history and were able to leave
fluenced Gonzales to begin photography closed when I pass by, but today I saw the show with a bit more understanding
through his ability to show the real world they were finally open and I wanted to and knowledge.
and nothing staged, just raw photographs check it out,” Baez said.
“I hold the camera and God pushes the
of the truth of the rough areas in Los An“Border Wall Speaks” by Cindy Rocha button,” Gonzales said.
geles.
has such a strong presence in the exhibiNeidenne Arevalo can be reached at
“I was given a camera, one thing led to tion, the use of vibrant colors painted on neidenne.arevalo@laverne.edu.
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Exhibit highlights women in clay
Kamila K. De La Fuente
Staff Writer
The American Museum of
Ceramic Art is breaking ground
with its latest exhibition.
“Breaking Ground: Women
In California Clay,” celebrates
44 female artists, who have defined and redefined ceramics
over the past 100 years.
“Breaking Ground” brings attention to the significant shifts in
California ceramics over several generations of female artists.
Rather than using their date of
birth to determine their place in
this history the exhibition is presented in three sections using the
artist’s breaking ground period.
The opening reception of the
exhibit took place from 4 p.m.
to 6 p.m. on Saturday, where a
constant flux of people flowed in
and out of the venue. The exhibition drew all kinds of people
from different backgrounds and
mediums to enjoy their art.
“This subject is very important to the history of ceramics,”
Jo Lauria, adjunct curator said.
“My involvement was the research of these early generations
of California. I chose six women
to concentrate my efforts initially because they were all born in
the late 1900s, their work then
spanned, while their development, their breakthrough moments really were in the 1930s,
which is very early in the history
of California ceramics.”
Lauria’s role was to also locate objects that would illustrate
their involvement and write the
extended captions for the exhibition. She said the most rewarding part of her job is being
able to make a contribution to
the long and rich history of ceramics, her passion that fulfills
her intellectual curiosity.
Lauria said that locating the
best and most relevant examples
of an artist’s work in the exhibition can be a challenge. Lauria
has a master of fine arts from the
Otis College of Art and Design
with a concentration in ceramics
and has been a curator for the

last 20 years.
“My aspirations for the exhibition is that it reaches as many
people as possible and for those
who can’t visit in person be motivated to learn more about it,”
Lauria says.
She is very aware that women’s art histories are less documented than their male counterparts and aspires to shed light on
women in ceramics within the
historical component of the first
generation, who aren’t getting
equal documentation.
“Breaking Ground is really
exciting to me … because it’s all
female artists. I am also pretty
new to ceramics, as it is not my
genre,” said Genevieve Kaplan,
associate director of communications stewardship at the American Museum of Ceramic Art.
Kaplan worked on the catalog for the exhibition, where she
was able to proofread and edit
some of the catalog questions,
ultimately learning about the
artists before she even got to see
their art. She learned about the
artists’ lives and their mediums
in preparation for the exhibition.
“It was really cool. It was exciting to know something about
the exhibition before it took
place, to then get to see those
artists in action.” Kaplan said.
Aida Nicole Lugo, the museum store and guest services
manager at the American Museum of Ceramic Art in Pomona
spoke about her admiration for
the exhibit because traditionally,
a lot of women have to choose
between family and career. In
this way, it is great to see all the
women in the show, and how
they do it all, leaving a legacy
that future women can look up
to.
“It is so inspiring. It is really
great to see women excel in the
field of ceramics,” Lugo said.
Lugo currently works with
the museum store, consigning
artists, and helping with educational efforts, amongst other
duties.
“I’m also an artist myself, I
Continued on page 7

“Con o Sin?” on display at the American Museum of Ceramic Art in downtown Pomona, is a
collection by artist Christina Erives that examines
people’s food choices. The work is a part of the
“Breaking Ground: Women in California Clay”

by society and it is an unfair burden to put on already grieving
mothers.”
Craig-Galván added that she
wanted to write a play about
how an African American mother does not show up the way
she is expected to and instead
chooses to grieve, be angry and
be alone.
Director Kathryn Ervin explained why Ophelia’s Jump
chose “Black Super Hero Magic
Mama’’ as their last play for the
season.
“It is very timely. Especially
right now with the increase in the
number of shootings particularly
in the hands of law enforcement
and the Black community it is a
timely play and it is very beautifully written,” Ervin said.
Ophelia’s Jump Productions
theater houses about 99 people

and has five digital screens on
the stage.
The play begins when the
word hope appears on two of the
digital screens on stage.
Sabrina Jackson, played by
Kristi Papailler, walks into her
son Tramarion Jackson’s room
while he is sleeping and begins
picking up his room and makes
comments about the Harry Potter book Tramarion threw away.
The scene ends with Sabrina
leaving the stage.
Knowing where the characters are in the beginning is confusing because the only props on
the stage were a pillow, a box
titled trash, a pair of green converse and a backpack.
The lights turn off and then
turn on to signalize that it is
the next morning. Tramarion,
played by Stephen Diaz, stands

Casi Martinez

exhibit which runs through Feb. 19. Erives said
she is inspired by her Mexican American heritage and questioning gender roles metaphorically
through food. The museum is located in Pomona
at 399 N. Garey Ave.

A mother’s grief triggers ‘Super Hero’ fantasy
Samira Felix
Staff Writer
Ophelia’s Jump’s production
of “Black Super Hero Magic
Mama” by Inda Craig-Galván,
which opened Saturday, explores the grief of an African
American mother after her son is
killed by a white police officer.
In it the mother withdraws from
the real world into a fantasy
world where she is a superhero.
“I remember watching the
rallies and seeing the mothers
of some of the victims leading a prayer or speaking to the
community and I thought at the
time that it was brave of those
women,” Craig-Galván said. “In
the next moment I realized they
shouldn’t have to be put in that
position that is expected of them
not just by the media, but now

up and starts practicing for the
quiz show he is going to be on
later that day. Sabrina walks
into the room and Tramarion
convinces her to let him go to a
pizzeria with his team after the
quiz show. Sabrina agrees and
the scene ends.
The next scene begins when
the word orphaned is shown on
the digital screens.
Sabrina runs into Tramarion’s
room and lays down on what
seems to be his bed because
there is nothing on the stage
besides a pillow. In the background reporters Connie Wright,
played by Joanna Connie Tan,
and Tom Blackman, played by
Rob Dobson are reporting about
a 14-year old who was shot and
killed by police officer Dave
Lester, played by Aaron Pyle.  
Once again it is confusing as

to where the characters are because the only props used were
two microphones and the digital
screens were black and white.
A newscaster background could
have been used to help set the
scene.
Throughout act one there are
flashbacks of Tramarion and
Flat Joe working on their comic book and of Tramarion and
Coach Corey Bracket, played
by Frank Hunter practicing for
the quiz show he was going to
be on.
The flashbacks before the
news broadcast that reported
Tramarion’s death were confusing because Tramarion was still
alive. It would have been less
confusing for the audience if
the outfits were changed for the
flashback scenes.
Continued on page 7
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Folklorico dancers brighten Pomona Art Walk

Edith Gomez
Staff Writer
To kick off National Hispanic Serving Institution, or HSI,
Week, the University held a
forum on Monday in the Ludwick Center Sacred Space with
roughly 30 attendees to recognize the Latino student body.
There were several events
throughout the week to honor
and understand what it means to
be an HSI.
Christian Bracho, associate professor of teacher education, was the main speaker for
Monday’s event. Bracho shared
background and context for
what being a national Hispanic
Serving Institution means.
“How can we change this institution so that we are actually
serving them?” Bracho asked.
The second half of the forum
involved a discussion of ideas
and thoughts on how the University is using the HSI title and
giving back to students.
About 57% of ULV students
are Latinx, so serving this student body better was an important theme.
Institutions with populations
that are 25% Latinx or more are
designated “Hispanic Serving.”
Those that are close to that
25% threshold are called emerging Hispanic institutions.
“The University needs to do
better to serve the Latinx community,” said Raúl Pérez, assistant professor of sociology.
“Although in numbers we are
seen as an HSI, we are still in the
emerging phase to get to the part
where we can confidently say
we are serving that community,”
he said.
“I think we need to figure out
what our student’s needs are,
what our community needs,”
said Alexandra Burrel, chief diversity, equity and inclusion officer. “I think it’s consistent that
we need faculty of color, that
we need to retain (and) recruit
more.”
The University is taking steps
to improve the experience for
and better serve its Latinx students.
“We do have an HSI task
force, continuously trying to
flesh out what it means for us
to be serving versus enrolling
(Latinx students),” said Daniel
Loera, director of multicultural
affairs.
“I’ve been here for over 22
years and (years ago) this conversation wouldn’t be happening as openly as it is.”
Edith Gomez can be reached
at edith.gomez@laverne.edu.

Casi Martinez

A group of folklorico dancers from around Southern California
perform traditional Mexican folk dances for the crowd at the Pomona Art Walk on Saturday. The dancers, who study with various
groups in the area, came together for this special performance.

Folklorico is a collective term for traditional dances that emphasize local folk culture with ballet charateristics. The Art Walk takes
place in downtown Pomona and features food, musical performances and visual art on the second Saturday of every month.

Twilight cruise brings out diehards
Cars burn
hotter than
heat wave
Stephen Gilson Jr.
Staff Writer
The National Hot Rod Association Motorsports Museum
held its monthly Twilight Cruise
event in Pomona last week. The
event featured iconic muscle
cars.
Twilight Cruise nights are
held the first Wednesday of each
month beginning April and ending with the annual toy drive in
December.
Temperatures reached a high
of 105 degrees for this month’s
event.
Turnout was lighter because
of the heat wave, but those who
did show seemed undeterred by
the heat.
“It is the camaraderie of other
folks out here who have similar
vehicles or interest in vehicles
that brings me here today,” said
Stan Heling, the owner of a 1956
Ford F-100 truck.
There were some notable
classic muscle cars out at the
event, including a light green
1962 Chevrolet Chevelle with
beautiful black upholstery,
along with a darker green 1962
Chevrolet Malibu parked sideby-side. On the other side of
the event, there were two 1969
Ford Mustang Fastbacks, one of
which was similar to the icon-

ic 1969 Ford Mustang Mach 1
that was prominent in the “John
Wick” movie franchise. Both
vehicles featured the signature
steep rear window and horizontal trunk lid.
However, it is important to
note that popular muscle car
brand Dodge unveiled their new
generation of Charger models
earlier this year. The Dodge
Charger SRT “Banshee” is
Dodge’s first attempt at curbing
the use of fossil fuels in their future vehicles, as the Banshee is
entirely electric.

vehicles, both Holtzman and
Heling understand the appeal of
an electric car. They both shared
the story of a Tesla electric vehicle drag racing against one of
the most popular muscle cars of
this generation, the Dodge Charger SRT “Hellcat,” the predecessor of the before-mentioned
Banshee.
The pair shared that the Tesla
would give the Hellcat multiple
seconds for a head start, and
the Tesla beat the Hellcat every race. This is due to electric
vehicles having a much more

“It is the camaraderie of other folks out here
who have similar vehicles or interest in vehicles that brings me here today,”
–Stan Heling, owner of a 1956 Ford
It is also important to note
that classic muscle cars and
trucks are notorious for using
large amounts of fuel in engines that were not made to be
fuel-efficient. The state of California has stated that they plan
to require the entire state to use
zero-emission vehicles by 2035.
“No, I don’t think it’s going
to happen because just the other day on the news it said, ‘Do
not charge your electric vehicles
because of the grid.’ I do not see
it happening, I am not ready for
an electric car,” said Brad Holtzman, the owner of a 1964 Ford
Fairlane Ranch Wagon.
Although Holtzman does not
necessarily agree with the 2035
requirement of zero-emission

simple method of powering the
car, the electric motor. According to drivespark.com, the electric motor uses only one gear to
send full torque to the wheels at
all speeds, allowing electric vehicles to accelerate to top speed
much faster than internal combustion engines.
Although the use of electric vehicles today makes much
more sense in a world that is suffering due to climate change, it
is hard to deny the style and culture these classic cars brought to
the world.
“Well, it is like what Henry
Ford said, it’s about making a
car that any farmer can fix,” said
Larry Johnson, the owner of a
1954 Buick Special, a car whose

stylistic body was passed on to
the now iconic 1957 Chevrolet
Bel Air.
What Johnson said seems to
ring true today; all of the vehicles showed off at Twilight
Cruising were running and in
phenomenal condition.
These vehicles also have a
history in which these vehicles
are able to be transformed into
something completely different
from what they were meant to
be.
“It’s a ’56 Chevy. In the early 60s, there was drag racing, so
they had a gasser classes,” said
Hoss Nagel, the owner of a 1956
red Chevy Bel Air, with some
early era racing decals.
His vehicle was built to be
stylized like a “gasser” car
from the early era of drag racing. Some racers would lift the
front end of the car to transfer
more weight to the back wheels.
They would do this because the
technology of slick tires was not
as good as it is today, so racers
would do whatever they could
to get an advantage in competition. Since more weight was
transferred to the rear wheels,
the rear tires would push more
power, accelerating the car faster. Cars that took the most advantage of these modifications
were rear-wheel drive vehicles,
like Nagel’s Bel Air.
The NHRA Motorsport Museum will host another Twilight
Cruise night at 1101 W. McKinley Ave. in Pomona at 5 p.m.
Oct. 5.
Stephen Gilson Jr. can be
reached at stephen.gilson@
laverne.edu.
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Comedian inspires mixed emotions
Michelle Annett Roldan
Staff Writer
Empowerment
comedian
Ernesto Gritzewsky, known as
Ernie G, sat amid his audience
of roughly 70 before his performance – to have intimate conversations and get to know them
– Tuesday in the Campus Center
with at least 70 attendees.
Gritzewsky is a so-called
empowerment comedian, who
said he found himself in a career where he is a role model to
prove to students that they are
not alone.
Beyond typical comedy, his

performances inspire various
emotions, as he shares his experiences, he said.
“They … come to my show
expecting to laugh,” he said.
“They end up laughing, then
crying, then getting inspired,
and then cracking up harder than
they ever cracked up before.”
This mix of emotions bared
out at the Tuesday performance.
The comedian addressed how
college can be scary for new
students and first-generation
students. This message is part
of Gritzewsky’s mission to empower students by sharing that
he too had a rough start in col-

lege. He said he ultimately saw
the good in the bad, which motivated him to try harder and discover what he was capable of.
“When I graduated, it was
one of the greatest moments
of my life,” Gritzewsky said.
“That’s a feeling that you all
want to feel, like when you
graduate from ULV, you want
to be like ‘I did it!’ after all the
challenges … especially the last
couple of years.”
The real-life, relatable topics made the performance lively. Gritzewsky also encouraged
the audience to take moments to
reflect on the “people who love

Brother’s Forum rebrands
Brother’s Forum is a club at
the University of La Verne established by Emmett Terrell 40
years ago to cater towards Black
men’s health, academics, and
personal struggles. This year,
the club plans to rebrand to be
more inclusive, and has a new
name – Kings’ Ascension.
Former President Drake Ingram, senior criminology major, and President Manny Forde,
sophomore rhetoric communications major, made the decision to rebrand the club to
become Kings’ Ascension with
help from their mentor and ULV
alumnus Chavon Jackson.
“This shift has allowed people of all ethnicities and gen-

ders into our club, so now rather
than being exclusively for Black
men, it is open to everyone on
campus,” Forde said.
Although the club is now
more inclusive, they are still
grounded with the club’s main
focus – acknowledging the
rights of Black men and issues
on campus that affect the Black
male student population.
“Changing the name allows
us to metaphorically start new
and reintroduce ourselves as
something new,” Ingram said.
“We plan to be more open to
more groups and allies, as well
as being more social.”
Another focus King’s Ascension looks into is increasing

attention and influence of Black
organizations on campus. Still
in the works, the club plans on
partnering with the Black Student Union, Sanctioned Step
Team, and eventually the Divine
Nine fraternities and sororities.
“This transition is really
awesome because it allows this
space to be open for everyone
to come learn, grow, appreciate
Black culture, and become an
ally in a safe and educated way,”
Forde said.
Meetings for Kings Ascension will be held at the Landis
Academic Building in the Howell Board Room, Wednesdays at
3 p.m.
—Robyn Jones

the San Fernando Valley, at the
opening reception of the exhibit.
The magic of ceramics catches your eye in whichever corner
of the exhibit you may find yourself in. Whether gazing at the
mural that extends the length of
the gallery to staring wide eyed
at ceramic pan dulce, or sweet
bread, that looks good enough to
eat, the exhibit was in continuous flow, budding with new life.
Gracia has been doing ceramics for 11 years and works at a
clay studio called Green and a
Playhouse in Pasadena. She is a
student receiving her master of
fine arts in Ceramics from Cal
State University Northridge.
Janae Hunyh, an event at-

tendee, has been working with
ceramics for eight years. She recently graduated college and is a
studio assistant for Karen Tong
at Heo Ceramics.
“I often frequent AMOCA
to visit any exhibitions taking
place or to go to the gift shop. I
met one of the artists that painted the mural in one of the exhibits before the event started, and
I got to see the exhibit before it
was opened officially to the public” Karen Jaranilla, an event
attendee.
The exhibit runs from Sep.10
to Feb.19 2023 at AMOCA, 399
N. Garey Ave. in Pomona.
Kamila K. De La Fuente can be
reached at kamila.delafuente@

These scenes were all based
in different locations and it was
easy to recognize this because
the digital screens were used as
backdrops.
After Sabrina defeats the villains Tramarion walks in to tell
her that she needs to leave because if she stays she will not be
able to find a way out. He also
tells her that Flat Joe needs her
and he walks out.
Sabrina goes back to the real
world. Lena and Flat Joe walk
into Tramarion’s room and Sabrina hugs Flat Joe.
Act two ends after Flat Joe

shows Sabrina that he got their
comic book printed, which
he titled “The Adventures of
the Maasai Angel” by Joseph
Asagai Hughes aka Flat Joe and
Tramarion Jackson.
The lights turned off and then
turned on so that the eight actors
could take their final bow.
The show runs through Oct.
16 at the company’s theater at
2009 Porterfield Way, Suite I, in
Upland.
For more information, visit
opheliasjump.org.
Samira Felix can be reached
at samira.felix@laverne.edu.

Ceramics...
Continued from page 5
I have an art and ceramic studio
where I work and play,” Lugo
said. “The future is now, we can
follow the example and take bigger roles in the art world while
still having a family and not sacrificing anything in between.”
This exhibit attracts a variety
of attendees from art connoisseurs, members of the visual art
communities, curious onlookers
and families from across the
board.
“This place is awesome because it’s one of the only museums that is solely a ceramic
space and all the shows are curated so beautifully. All the work
I’ve seen so far is amazing,” said
Janisse Gracia, resident from

Play...
Continued from page 5
Act one ends with Sabrina
walking in and finding Tramarion and Flat Joe’s comic book
under his pillow and saying she
is the Maasai Angel, which is the
super hero in their comic book.
Act two begins with Sabrina
being in her fantasy world and
fighting Human Hyena, Tom
Blackman and Lady Vulture,
Connie Wright. Sabrina defeats
them and the scene ends.
Throughout act two Sabrina
defeats the Deep Thinker, Coach
Corey Bracket, Death Trap,
Dave Lester and Black Superman, Flat Joe.

us.”
The audience related to him
when he talked about overcoming obstacles, particularly those
brought on by the pandemic. It
shifted the mood in the room.
The performance became interactive as students pointed out
when they related to an issue or
feeling the comedian brought
up.
“I found the event really interactive,” said Jose Ford, sophomore rhetoric and communications major, who attended the
event. “He was making jokes
on the fly (and) had good crowd
control.”

“He delivers the message of
encouragement,” said Jacqueline Ochoa, sophomore business
major and residence hall association president. “Especially for
first-year first-generation students and Latino students.”
The University’s residence
hall association sponsored the
event.
“Not only did I feel like there
was a lot of stage presence, there
was also a lot of real communication about real-life things,”
sophomore Cameron Grant said.
Michelle Annett Roldan can
be reached at michelle.roldan@
laverne.edu.

Students connect
at tea time event

Once a month, international students get to meet for tea,
cookies and conversation.  
About 18 got together
Wednesday, in the Ludwick
Center, for the first International Tea Time of the 2022-23
academic year. The event is
designed to give the international students a chance to get
to know one another and share
experiences without their domestic peers, said Nancy Newman, director of international
services and engagement.
Daniel Loera, director of
multicultural affairs, said it is
about building community.

Newman said she hopes
these events will promote these
students’ out-of-classroom experiences in the U.S.
Meeting peers with the
shared experience of being
from somewhere else, coordinators hope, will also give
these students a chance to learn
about one another.
The monthly tea time is open
to all international students.
Next international tea time
will be at 11 a.m., Oct. 11, in
the Ludwick Center, Room
211.
—Emmanuel Garibaldi
Stevenson
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Leos spike Puget Sound Loggers
Jack Janes
Staff Writer

The Leopards rallied to complete a three set sweep of the
Puget Sound Loggers on Sept. 9
at the Frantz Athletic Court.
Do not let the sweep fool you
though, all three sets were close
games that featured a lot of lead
changes. The Leopards had to
scratch and claw their way to
victory with a full team effort.
“We got to know that we can
be down or be up and still maintain and work through it and find
a way to win,” head coach Jeff
Hendershot said.
After battling back and forth
in the beginning of the first set,
the Leopards found themselves
in a 14-9 deficit until freshman
outside hitter Mya Ray connected with a big kill that gave the
Leopards momentum that led to
four consecutive points and an
18-17 lead. Ray would go on to
have 14 kills for the night.
Then a diving dig by senior
setter Jordyn Patton sparked a
long rally which ended with the
Leopards taking a 19-18 lead
and they did not look back. After
some more back and forth scoring, the Leopards took set one,
25-22.
By set two there were a few
rows of students in attendance
that were getting into the game
and were very vocal. All of them
would yell in unison “U-L-V” as
the Leopards set the ball for each
other every time. The home side
stands went crazy every time the
Leopards got a point and even
mixed in some playful trash
talking toward Puget Sound.
“Loud gyms definitely hype
up the people on the court and

Camille C.Nan

Freshman Mya Ray serves the ball against Puget Sound on Friday
at the Frantz Athletic Court. The Leopards took the win, 3-0. The

Leopards will next travel to the Trinity Invitational in San Antonio,
Texas, on Friday and Saturday.

sideline,” Ray said. “Hearing
the rowdiness pushes us to keep
working and it positively impacts our mood or mentality.”
Set two was not much different because the deficit for either
team was never greater than
three. It was a dog fight and the
Leopards were able to overcome
it with the help of their energy.
Along with the students in attendance, the Leopards’ bench
was increasingly getting louder
as well. After every point the
Leopards scored, and the bench

the night in the last set.
“I knew that I just had to connect well with my setters and
do my job on the court and take
care of business,” Esseff said.
Also having big nights for
the Leopards was senior middle blocker and right side hitter
Ayana Mier, who had 16 kills in
just 28 attempts for a .464 kill
percentage.
The Leopards improve to 4-1
as they carry their momentum to
San Antonio, Texas, this weekend for the Trinity Invitational.

was ready with a team celebration and chants to increase the
intensity while Puget Sound
could not help but surrender a
hard fought set, 25-22.
After trailing 3-1 to start the
third set, the Leopards took control and would only trail Puget
Sound once more as they coasted to a 25-18 set win to complete
the sweep.
The Leopards won the third
set with the help of senior middle back Kari Esseff nailing
down four out of her five kills of

“The vibe in the locker room
is pretty energetic but also very
focused,” Mier said. “Our practices have been challenging to
say the least but we are all focused and working really hard
every day to better ourselves and
each other.”
The next home game for the
Leopards is the Southern California Intercollegiate Athletic
Conference opener against Redlands at 7 p.m. Tuesday.
Jack Janes can be reached at
jack.janes@laverne.edu.

Lions demolish Leopards in La Verne waters
Sarah Van Buskirk
Editor-in-Chief
The men’s water polo team
could not keep pace with the No.
15 Loyola Marymount Lions
who dominated in the first game
of the Inland Empire Classic,
27-8, Saturday morning at the
La Verne Aquatic Center.
La Verne started out with
high intensity for a big portion
of the first quarter. On the Leopards’ second advancing play of
the game, senior attacker Gage
Unsoeld put the first point on the
board when he banked the ball
off the post into the goal.
The Lions quickly tied it up
but senior attacker Alam Chang
received a long pass from graduate goalie Joe Lamson to put the
Leopards back on top, 2-1. That
was the last play of the game
where the Leopards were on top.  
Head coach Pat Beemer said
that the team knew what they
were getting into before the
game against LMU because of
their national ranking, but still
thought the Leopards showcased

some of their talents.
“There were times where I
thought we played really well
and we were able to score eight
against them,” Beemer said.
“We just made a lot of silly mistakes with turnovers that led to
the score.”
The Lions took over with two
minutes left in the first quarter,
putting the Leopards down, 7-2.
Graduate center James Cano
was able to sneak the ball in before the buzzer rang to slightly
tighten the deficit to 7-3.
He said that despite the score
the team did a really good job
with movement away from the
ball.
“On offense, we were creating opportunities without the
ball in hand, especially on the
perimeter,” Cano said.
Finishing advancing plays
was an issue for the Leopards
but their ability to open up the
water and create other opportunities was one of their strong
suits in the game.
Beemer said that because of
Cano, this year the Leopards

have a really strong center and
that is something that they have
not seen in a while. Cano scored
three other goals against LMU
which helped lift spirits and gain
momentum for the Leopards.
Junior center Peter Trinh also
picked up things for the Leopards when he was substituted in
during the second period. Trinh
assisted Cano’s second goal that
brought the score to 14-4 just
minutes before halftime.
After a Leopard timeout,
Trinh found the back of the net
and the home bench was fired
up heading into the locker room.
The Lions led, 14-5.
“We started to slowly get exhausted and not produce at the
rate we wanted and LMU took
the game,” Trinh said. “That is
something we have been working on is not straying away and
staying aggressive the whole
game.”
Going into the third quarter,
the Leopards substituted Lamson for junior goalkeeper Allen
Soto-Lopez. 
The Lions were using mul-

tiple different passing sequences to confuse the Leopards and
leave players wide open in the
middle. They used those opportunities to get further in the lead.
A five-meter penalty shot
was given to the Leopards and
Trinh stepped up. His shot was
no good, however, and on the
Leopards’ next advancing play,
junior attacker Tristen Tippett
skipped the ball into the goal.
The Leopards still trailed 16-6.
Tippett said that he really
enjoyed playing at home for the
first time in a while and it is always a good feeling to be back
in La Verne waters. Tippet also
said no matter what when mistakes were made the team knew
how to support each other.
“The morale on the benches
was really nice,” Tippett said.
“The guys made sure to acknowledge good plays and pick
each other up.”
The third quarter had the last
bit of mojo the Leopards’ offense could give. Cano, with a
big swing of his arm, launched
the ball toward the goal, tallying

up another point. Minutes later
Unsoeld threw a pass to Cano
to tip in for a goal and that was
where the scoring stopped for
the Leopards.
The Lions continued to add
to their lead in the final quarter
which resulted in a 27-8 win. La
Verne carried on for the rest of
the tournament, falling short to
Westcliff University, 20-12, later Saturday afternoon and 27-9
against Long Beach State on
Sunday morning. The Leopards
managed to leave the weekend
with a close 14-13 win against
the Ottawa Spirit to end on a
high note.
La Verne is 3-5 overall.
This weekend the Leopards
will travel to Colorado to compete in the Air Force Rare Air
Challenge tournament before
they head back home to embark
on the beginning of their Southern California Intercollegiate
Athletic Conference journey on
Sept. 28 against Chapman.            
Sarah Van Buskirk can be
reached at sarah.vanbuskirk@
laverne.edu.

