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Instructor talks language anxiety
Ramon Morales
Staff Writer
Alexander
Lev-Da-Silva,
instructor of modern languages, gave an informative and
eye-opening lecture titled “The
Effects of Foreign Language
Teaching Anxiety on Non-native/Nativelike Teachers” at
noon Tuesday in the Quay Davis
Executive Boardroom.
Roughly 25 University community members attended the
talk, which defined language
anxiety, and considered its causes with what to do about it.
Lev-Da-Silva defined foreign
language anxiety as a unique,
situation-specific and complex
construct of anxiety associated with feelings of tension and
apprehension during the formal
language learning experience.
“When a teacher has anxiety
about teaching a foreign language and a student has anxiety
about learning that foreign language, we can recognize that
there is a problem there,” LevDa-Silva said.
This foreign language anxiety
occurs in schools, and it impacts
both the students who are learning the foreign language and the
instructors who are teaching it.
The students can get anxiety
in a variety of ways. It can come
from fear of simply learning
a new language. It can also be
from intimidation and being surrounded by other students who
are native or fluent in the language that they are learning. It
can cause nerves and anxiety to
speak the language around these
students for fear of judgment.

Litsy Tellez

Alexander Lev-Da-Silva, instructor of foreign languages, lectures
on “The Effects of Foreign Language Teaching Anxiety on Non-native/Nativelike Teachers” Tuesday in the Quay Davis Executive

Board Room. He said teaching a foreign language can cause anxiety for educators in a variety of ways. Fear of judgment is common,
particularly if the educatior is a non-native speaker.

Just like students face this
anxiety when it comes to foreign
languages, so do the instructors.
Their fears manifest in a variety
of ways as well, Lev-Da-Silva
said.
Instructors may fear judgment – that they will not teach
the language correctly, especially if they are teaching a language

It can be intimidating, and
can cause instructors to overcorrect, Lev-Da-Silva said.
While foreign language anxiety is a complex concept, it is
common among students and
teachers.
After studying, interviewing,
and analyzing what language
anxiety was, Lev-Da-Silva was
then able to come up with some
ways to deal with language anxiety.
Lev-Da-Silva said that the
first step is to recognize that foreign language anxiety exists.
Then, try to come up with
strategies to try and figure out
how to work with it.
While anxiety is not something that we can get rid of, it is
something we can try to control
and limit.
Da-Silva suggested that institutions offer opportunities for
mentoring and review for developing skills and destigmatizing
the anxiety that happens to students and instructors.
“I thought it was interesting
the way you mixed student anxiety and professor anxiety because it happens so often,” said
Al Clark, professor of humanities, during the Q & A section
of the lecture.
Lev-Da-Silva spent years researching foreign language anxiety.

that was not their first language.
They may also fear judgment
from others that they don’t “fit
the image” of a Spanish teacher, French teacher or Mandarin teacher, Lev-Da-Silva explained. Additionally they can
become anxious about teaching
a foreign language to students
who already speak the language.
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On the Cover
Participants of Pomona’s
Bubble Run dance and play in
the bubbles along their route
to the finish line on Saturday
morning. A portion of the proceeds from the 5K go toward
funding for research and treatment of cancer and other terminal illnesses. / photo by Kim
Toth

“It shows how specific and
engaged Alex is, not only inside the classroom but out of the
classroom,” said Sean Bernard,
professor of creative writing,
who attended the lecture.
“Let’s embrace our anxiety
or our nervousness, and let the
students know we’re not perfect,
but we’re going to roll around
with you,” added Claudio
Muñoz, professor of accounting.
Nixon Mwebi, Department
Chair of Chemistry, will be the
next speaker as part of the La
Verne Academy lecture series
noon on Sept 27. at the Quay
Davis Executive Board Room.
Ramon Morales can be
reached at ramon.morales@
laverne.edu.
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Bubble Run is noncompetitive fun
Hailey Martinez
Staff Writer

The Fairplex held a 5K Bubble Run Saturday, where participants had fun running, dancing
and listening to music amid
white fluffy bubbles.
Roughly 200 children of all
ages got creative with their outfits – wearing colorful tutus,
headbands and socks.
Vendors also offered a variety of food for participants.
Many first-time runners participated in the untimed 5K race
amid the nontoxic foamy fun.
Upon arrival, they received
special T-shirts and temporary
Bubble Run tattoos, as well as
race bibs with numbers. Racers
were split into small groups with
staggered start times.
A portion of the proceeds

from the $40 admission fee was
earmarked for childhood cancers and terminal illnesses.
“I am so excited,” said Kylie
Wu, who works with Team Up
for St. Jude Children’s Research
Hospital. “We decided to participate in the Bubble Run because
we wanted to run through bubbles.”
“I actually used to be a college runner at Cal Poly Pomona,” said Anahi Betart, another
participant. “I graduated a year
ago (and) haven’t run since.
(The Bubble Run) was a fun
thing to do.”
The Fairplex will host another Bubble Run event on Feb. 18.
For more information, visit bubblerun.com/locations/pomona.
Hailey Martinez can be
reached at hailey.martinez@
laverne.edu.

ULV honors staff and
faculty’s hard work

Kim Toth

Participants of Pomona’s Bubble Run dance and
play in the bubbles along their route to the finish
line on Saturday morning. A portion of the pro-

ceeds from the 5K go toward funding for research
and treatment of cancer and other terminal illnesses.

Last Summer Spook night
is ‘Beetlejuice’ throwback
Stephen Gilson Jr.
Staff Writer

Camille C.Nan

Melanie Brown, executive assistant in the College of Arts and
Sciences dean’s office, received the Administrative Professional
Employee of the Year Award, which was presented by Associate
Professor of Spanish Ann Hills, during the annual Faculty and
Staff Recognition Ceremony on Sept. 16 in the Athletic Pavilion.
Other honors presented included awards for years of service, excellence in teaching, sabbaticals, tenure, retirement,induction to
the La Verne Academy. The annual event was in-person for the
first time since before the COVID-19 pandemic.

The Chaffey Garcia House
in Rancho Cucamonga hosted the last of three Summer
Spook Nights with music, food
and vendors in one big Halloween-themed event on Sept. 17
from 1 to 10 p.m.
Located at 7150 Etiwanda
Ave, the event was based on the
1988 movie “Beetlejuice.”
Many of the participants
were dressed in costumes and
makeup similar to those worn by
Michael Keaton, who played the
titular role in the film.
“Beetlejuice is just a classic

for gothy, witchy people,” said
Angela Wilbers, a vendor who
sells runes, jewelry and more. ”I
was born in the ‘80s, and growing up watching it was magical.”
“Summer Spook Nights is
a celebration of all things Halloween, spooky, and horror,”
said Larry Bones, vendor of the
Boneyard FX stand during the
event. “Today we are selling our
brand new line of slip latex facial
masks that we are just unveiling
for the first time this year.”
Bones’ face masks are made
of flexible, high-quality latex
with some goofy and gory versions of Halloween masks. The
masks were readily available

and being sold for $45 as an “introductory price,” since it is their
first release of their new masks.
The weather and overall vibe
of the event was astounding. The
weather reached a high 79 degrees along with a cool breeze.
In the center of the event, a big
oak tree provided shade for participants. Under the tree, there
were tables and chairs set up for
people to sit and enjoy their food
or drinks, or to sit down and take
a quick break from walking
around the event.
The music played at the event
consisted mostly of rock music
from all eras, including Elvis
Continued on page 4
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Convention caters to all DizNerds
Fun merch
showcased
at expo
Kamila De La Fuente
Assistant Editor
The Off Market Mouse Expo,
hosted by Dizcore Apparel in
partnership with The Disinsider
Saturday at the Ontario Convention Center, featured live entertainment, giveaways and music.
The second annual event was
sponsored by Ray’s Comics,
and featured about 70 vendors,
enough to fulfill a super-fan’s
Disney, Star Wars and Marvel
needs.

Spooky...
Continued from page 3
Presley’s “Jailhouse Rock,”
Skillet’s “Comatose,” and Hall
and Oates’ “Maneater.” One of
the theme songs from “Halloween” was playing as well. This
style of music and iconic Halloween movies theme songs created a unique, festive vibe and
allowed attendees to talk with
strangers who share a common
interest.
There was a candy stand
selling authentic Mexican-style
chamoy from a family-owned
business based in East Los Angeles called Dani’s Spooky
Treats. The Halloween-themed
candies that they were selling included Mango Madness, Ghoulish Gushers and “Strawberry
Scream.
“My family immigrated to
Mexico from Japan over 70
years ago. Umeboshi turned into
chamoy when the Mexicans got
hold of it. I’m Japanese and my
wife is Mexican, so it kind of created the perfect storm,” co-owner of Dani’s Spooky Treats Erik
Masamuto said about the history of chamoy and why he and
his wife decided to start selling
chamoy-coated candies.
Other stands at Summer
Spook Nights included a vendor
selling Halloween-themed cups,
sports and different genres of
movies. There were also a couple of tarot-reading areas where
people could get spiritual readings from a medium.
“I started off looking for alternative ways to heal my digestive system, rather than take
medications from doctors,” said
Bobbi Rodriguez, an alternative
healer who had a stand selling
incense and crystals. “I got into
crystals and when that healed
me, I started looking for different ways to heal people.”
The Summer Spook Nights
event was an amazing experience for those who love Halloween and loved to take advantage
of an opportunity to celebrate
the occasion early.
Stephen Gilson Jr. can be
reached at stephen.gilson@
laverne.edu.

Cosplay, contests and stage
appearances filled the venue.
A Pizza Planet truck also
made a cameo.
Special guest Drake Bell,
actor, singer, voice of Disney
XD’s “Spider-Man” and star of
“Drake and Josh,” was on hand
at booths 69 and 70 for signings
and selfies.
“I have other friends who are
vendors here who got a hold of
me to come as a special guest
for the convention,” Bell said.
“I enjoy coming to these cool,
outside-of-the-box events. I’m a
total DizNerd. My house is like
a Disneyland Museum. All the
vintage, retro Disney memorabilia and collectibles are completely in my wheelhouse.”
Skyler Shuler, founder and
editor in chief of The Disinsider,
a Disney-centered entertainment

platform, said that this event caters to all kinds of Disney fans
who come together with various
likes, tastes and personalities.
“This …makes our role as an
entertainment platform so much
more,” Shuler said.
Since last year, Shuler said
the event has grown immensely.
The event contained more vendors in attendance than before
and the event organizer’s platform has been sponsoring the
event which grew the magnitude
of the event tenfold. Through the
promotion of the event on social
media and online, they were
able to bring the convention to a
whole new level.
“Our team is then able to host
these events, bringing in a whole
new group of Disney fans,”
Shuler said.
Shawn Gutierrez, a team

member from Dizcore Apparel,
the brand that created the convention said how the founder’s
vision all started with wanting
to create a safe place where his
brand can be sold amongst his
people to cater to a niche demographic of fans.
In Off Market land, there is a
booth for every fan to scratch every Disney itch they may have.
Whether they are combing
through the Disney-inspired
prints, totes and stickers as the
participants are drawn to them
on the way to the concession
stand, pulling you in different
directions as you explore all the
art-based merchandise on display.  
“Disney has always been
something that reminds me of
my childhood, bringing me
joy especially in being able to

translate that into art for other
people,” Melissa Flores, vendor
for MissLunaMel, said. “We’ve
done other conventions before
and Off The Market Mouse
has been incredibly organized.
The people involved are super
friendly.”
In booth number two, an endless assortment of pet bandanas
and accessories, scrunchies galore fanned out before your eyes.
“We do have a few Disney
pet accessories as well to bring
to the event, as we were invited
here to sell our Peppa Pig bow
ties,” Greci Cruz, Little Friends
and Co. owner, said.
The next Off The Market
Mouse convention will take
place in 2023.
Kamila K. De La Fuente can be
reached at kamila.delafuente@
laverne.edu.

Smiles all around at La Mixer

Camille C.Nan

Roy Kwon, associate provost for faculty affairs and academic administration, gets food with Jose Hernandez, admissions office
representative, and Christian Bracho, associate professor and associate director of teacher education, at the La Mixer event Friday
in Fasnacht Court. The event was designed for students to learn

more about the Latinx community at the University of La Verne
and how to get involved with organizations such as the Latino Student Forum, the Chicano/a Latinx Faculty and Staff Association,
the Latinx Alumni Mentor Professionals and the Center for Multicultural Services.
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‘Depth of Field’

The Irene Carlson Gallery of photography in
Miller Hall is showing the
biannual adjunct photography faculty exhibit, “Depth
of Field.” The exhibit highlights the University’s faculty and their diverse approaches to photography. A
reception will be held and
artist walkthrough from 4
p.m. to 6 p.m, Thursday in
the gallery. It runs through
Oct. 14. Admission is free.
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Artist paints a picture of

Introspection

by Samira Felix
photography by
Casi Martinez

‘Ink and Clay’

The Kellogg Art Gallery at Cal Poly Pomona is
showing “Ink and Clay 45 –
The Art of Type,” a exhibition and annual nationwide
competition with works of
ink and clay.
The exhibit runs through
Nov. 17 and is open from
4 p.m. to 8 p.m, Mondays
and Tuesdays, and noon to
4 p.m. Wednesdays, Thursdays, Saturdays and Sundays. Admission is free.

The Haven

Boryoku, No Bling,
Heartthrob and Bad Boys
Dance Party will perform
from 7 p.m to 11 p.m on
Sunday at The Haven. Admission is $1.50. For more
information visit thehavenpomona.com.

Propagandhi

Propagandhi, a punk
band will perform at 8
p.m. Oct. 16 at the Glass
House, at 200 W. Second
Street in Pomona. Doors
open at 7 p.m. Tickets are
$37.58 at the door. For information visit eventbrite.
com/e/propagandhi-tickets-306837267527.

‘Enlightenment
in Ink’

The Asian Library of
the Claremont Colleges, at
800 N. Dartmouth Ave, is
showing “Enlightenment
in Ink: The Art of Buddhist
Prints,” an on-site exhibit
that showcases the library’s
collection of rare Chinese
Buddhist prints, and manuscripts. It runs through
Sep. 30. The gallery is open
8 a.m to 6 p.m Monday
through Friday, and 11 a.m
to 6 p.m Saturdays.
Admission is free.
—Kamila K. De La Fuente

Kameelah Janan Rasheed returned to her alma mater to
create the installation, “Worshiping at the Altar of Certainty: 1985,” at the Benton Museum of Art at Pomona

A

College. In the exhibition, that runs through Dec. 18,
Rasheed challenges the concept of knowledge through
the use of Xerox-based prints, video and text.

rtist Kameelah Janan Rasheed
dents,” Kroff said. “This is a great exhiceptual anchor for the space.
returned to Pomona College
bition for students to work through.”
The video was created in 2021 as
after graduating in 2006 with
Rasheed curated the exhibition alonga part of other work that Rasheed did
“Worshiping at the Altar of Certainty:
side exhibition co-curators Mallory
around math, calculations and ideas of
1985,” a site-specific exhibition that is
Cohen, Nidhi Gandhi, Elyse Mack and
certainty. On the floor in front of the vidfeatured in the Benton Museum of Art.
Sinclair Spratley. At the Benton Museeo there is a collage on a platform with
The first iteration of the exhibition
um of Art she organized the exhibition
over 200 pieces.
was at Williams College Museum of Art
with Rebecca McGrew, senior curator,
Rasheed used Xerox paper, model
in 2021.
and Nicolas Orozco-Valdiva, curatorial
prints and acrylic paintings for the colIt was in a rotunda area of the museum
assistant.
lage and it is held together by archival
that used to be a library at Williams ColUpon walking in, guests are greeted
adhesive and acrylic.
lege. Rasheed drew inspiration from the
with a black and white exhibition.
Rasheed said she chose to reuse the
rotunda space for the exhibition, “WorRasheed said she used black and white
prints because she is interested in how
shiping at the Altar of Certainty.”
because it is an invitation for people to
people throw away things that do not
“The inspiration for the
seem to have immediate utility.
show was to explore the rotun“I am a person who keeps
‘It is all combined to give you a sense of
da shape and this idea of literand holds on to everything so
ally sort of circling an object possibility that there is not just one way, but I wanted to think about how
there are multiple ways you can go about
which we presume will offer
the tangents, the residue or the
certainty,” Rasheed said.
things that we think may not
learning things.’
When the show moved to
be immediately important also
—Nicolas Orozco-Valdiva,
the Benton Museum of Art
have space in our learning procuratorial assistant
Rasheed was interested in her
cess,” Rasheed said.
own time as a student at PoThe collage has glass on
mona College and how it was contextulook closer for a more durational engagetop of it that reflects the video, which is
alized 20 years later.
ment with the work.
something Rasheed wanted to showcase.
She also wanted to challenge the tradiHill, a photography lab technician at
“Because the show is sort of thinking
tional approach to learning and knowing.
California State University, Los Angeles
about me in terms of 20 years later we
“I was really interested in sort of the
said he really appreciated that Rasheed
wanted to play with ideas of reflection
human interest in certainty and what
only used black and white because it
and refraction and opacity and self refermight happen if we do not worship cerpushes guests to think and focus on the
ence,” Rasheed said. “There are different
tainty, but allow for things to be uncerwork.
ways as you move throughout the space
tain, unstable and to be a bit out of orA video named “Keeping Count” is
where you can view the video through
der,” Rasheed said.
on autoplay on a black wall with a white
different layers and opacities.”
Linda Kroff, professor of creative
center. In the middle of the room there
The reflection of the video can also be
photography and experimental media
is an ottoman where guests can sit down
seen in the framed pieces on the walls.
at California State University, Fullerton
and above them there is a speaker that
Rasheed said the reflection of the vidsaid it was great that the exhibition was
plays the audio of the video.
eo throughout the space allows people to
at the Benton Museum of Art because it
Rasheed said she chose to include the
think about positionality perspective, the
is a very constructed high-brow academvideo in the exhibition because there
notions of self reflection and how they
ic environment.
needed to be something in the space that
can be conveyed.
Continued on page 6
“I actually think it is perfect for stuheld it together in terms of a literal con-
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Movie Review

‘Pearl’ can change
game for horror
Anabel Martinez
Managing Editor
A24 seems to be kicking off
a new horror franchise with their
newest “Pearl,” a prequel to the
slasher film “X,” released earlier
this year, both written and directed by Ti West.
“Pearl,” starring Mia Goth,
follows the backstory of a girl
in 1918 whose desire to leave
her isolated farm life to become
a dancer is so strong that she’s
willing to kill anyone who gets
in her way.
We first meet Pearl in the
1970s in “X” as a murderous old
woman who envies the youth
and stardom of young adults
filming a porn film on her and
her husband’s property.
In the vibrant Technicolor
horror “Pearl,” we get to know
her as she lives on a farm with
her parents while her husband
Howard is away fighting World
War I.
Pearl longs for her husband
and for the day he can take her
away from her controlling mother and disabled father.   
“Pearl” follows the theme of
decay in both figurative and lit-

eral ways.
She doesn’t want to waste her
youth and rot her life away like
her parents and the bodies of her
dead victims.
“X” fans will notice lots of
references in this prequel as it is
set on the same farm, like the eerie alligator and black car found
in the lake, which the audience
will find out how it ended up
there in this new movie.
Pearl has already become
a new favorite horror icon of
mine. She is intense, violent,
and unhinged, all the while being difficult to not love.
The most enticing thing
about the film is how true it is
to the 1920s, not just the costume and production design but
the cinematography and editing
techniques.
Watching “Pearl” feels like
watching a movie shot in the
classic old Hollywood style,
except on modern-day cameras
and in color.
It strays away from the typical jumpscares and over-the-top
violence, making it less traditionally “scary.”
But it makes your skin crawl
Continued on page 7

Concert Review

Hailey Martinez

Keanu Bernal and Faith Edano of Irvine dressed
in cosplay for the first ever SoCal Anime convention at the Fairplex in Pomona. SoCal Anime was

a three day-event Sept. 16-18, which featured a
cosplay competition, anime-themed food, and performances.

Fairplex hosts first SoCal
Anime con, cosplay event
Local anime enthusiasts attended the first-ever
SoCal Anime convention.
The event ran for three days this week at the
Fairplex in Pomona.
The event included anime-themed clothing,
artwork, collectibles and more.
Participants could enter the cosplay contest for
a chance to win Disneyland tickets.
Featured food and drinks included dumplings
and anime-themed boba.
Some booths offered free stickers, though

Altar...

some items for sale were on the pricier side.
“It’s a really good event because it brings a
community together, especially people who like
anime,” said cosplayer Ruben Calderon.
Calderon, who dressed as Bondrewd from
“Made in Abyss,” won a second-place award for
his costume.
Vendor Dick Dorken sold replicas of weapons.
“We have a better set up than anybody really,”
Dorken said.
—Emmanuel Garibaldi Stevenson

Continued from page 5
On the three white walls in the
exhibition there is a combination of small printouts, framed
pieces, quotes, brush strokes and
Xerox pieces.
“It is all combined to give
you a sense of possibility that
there is not just one way, but
there are multiple ways you can
go about learning things,” Orozco-Valdiva said.
Rasheed said she is really

proud of the way the Benton
team and her collaborated together.
“I really appreciate the Benton team working with me in
terms of lighting and staging the
space so that we could achieve
the reflective qualities that were
really important to me,” Rasheed said.
“Worshiping at the Altar of
Certainty: 1985” will be on dis-

play through Dec. 18.
The Benton Museum of Art is
located at 120 W. Bonita Ave. in
Claremont.
Admission is free and open to
the public.
For more information visit
pomona.edu/museum/
exhibitions/2022/kameelahjanan-rasheed.
Samira Felix can be reached
at samira.felix@laverne.edu.

Mickey Darling
brings passion
Liliana Castañeda
News Editor
Mickey Darling, an indie pop
group from Texas’ performance
last week was definitely not a
“Pity Party,” as one of his song
titles suggests, with the wild
jumping and singing along by
audience at The Echo in Los Angeles last Friday.
After waiting in a long line,
I got into The Echo, a small,
quaint, historical venue in Los
Angeles.
It’s popular for introducing
smaller musical groups to wider
audiences.
Entry took about 20 minutes
and was as organized as one
would expect when teenagers
are involved.
The venue was packed with
mullets, Doc Martens, mustaches, Converse, pastel colors,
curtain bangs, cuffed jeans and
khakis.
Hues of purple and green
lights highlighted the stage and
the opening act introduced themselves as Macklemore and Ryan
Lewis receiving a hearty chuckle that reverberated throughout
the small venue.
Because of course, it was not
the world-renowned rap duo that
was performing, it was Benny
the Ghost, a small indie artist.

He announced that later to
anyone who still remained confused.
He sang his song “Supersonic” and with the poppy beat and
thunderous applause the crowd
was more than able to keep the
energy alive and well.
I could not agree any more
with his Spotify bio that described his music as “indie-poppy goodness,” because every
song sung was catchy and had
that classic jangly guitar that defines the genre.
He covered classics including “Everybody Wants to Rule
the World,” by the 1980s New
Wave group Tears for Fears and
“Fireflies” by Owl City, a 2010s
indie solo outfit.
There was not a silent soul in
both of those songs. The synthesizers in both songs actually felt
like fireflies were just flashing
about because of the bright and
high-pitched repeated sounds
that were present.
The disco ball that hung right
above my head made that feeling materialize even more so
with the room being filled with
dots of spinning lights all across.
Though Benny The Ghost’s
set must have been about 45
minutes it felt shorter than that
because at that point it felt like I
Continued on page 7
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Football played by Lutes at home
Sarah Van Buskirk
Editor-in-Chief

The La Verne football team
was blown out by the Pacific
Lutheran Lutes 41-0 during Saturday night’s home opener at
Ortmayer Stadium.
The Leopards’ zone defense
allowed open players for the
Lutes to dominate in the passing
game and a majority of PLU’s
touchdowns came from the lack
of man-to-man coverage.
The Leopards received the
ball on initial kickoff and receiver Rocco Tate returned for
17 yards to start the game on the
Leopards’ 27-yard line.
Though the score sheet for
the Leopards was empty, many
players showed that they are ca-

pable of playing good football
which expressed optimism for
when Southern California Intercollegiate Athletic Conference
play begins.
Senior receiver Spencer Pool
had 58 receiving yards, giving
the fans in the stands some action on the field to celebrate.
Tate was also one who was
also active on the field with 34
receiving yards and 86 yards on
six kickoff returns.
On the rushing side, graduate
student Jacob Fimbres had 16
yards in five attempts.
Sophomore running back
Kyle Bandy rushed for 14 yards
in seven attempts.
A home opener win would
have been exciting for the University but credit is given where

credit is due, and Pacific Lutheran showed up with aggression
and intimidation.
That style of game play got in
the Leopards’ head and ran them
out of steam.
Pool said how there was not
any momentum for the Leopards, and that it takes momentum to win football games.
“At this point, we are 0-3 and
I think it is a mental game now,”
Pool said. “We have the physical
aspects as a team but the biggest
thing we need to do is stay mentally locked in and motivated.”
The Lutes showed that they
wanted it more when there were
two minutes left in the second
quarter and their defense intercepted junior quarterback Miguel Aguero’s pass on the 10-

yard line while that was one of
the Leopards’ closest chances of
scoring.
The ensuing drive led to Pacific Lutheran’s fourth touchdown.
As they were going for the
extra point, La Verne senior tight
end Jeremiah Wittmer blocked
the kick and it was returned by
freshman Nicholas Meza.
The Leopards could not
capitalize on their shift in momentum but it did liven up the
sideline – so much so that Lutes’
junior linebacker Kalen Davis-White got ejected from the
game for targeting.  
After halftime the Lutes were
still in control of the field and
continued to make contact with
the endzone, increasing their

lead.
The Leopards remained timid
and could not keep up with the
Lutes’ intensity.
Augero said the team is
young and they have a long season ahead of them to really show
that they can play good football.
“We are so close to where
we need to be even though the
scoreboard didn’t show it,”
Aguero said. “We need to come
together as one and really believe in it.”
The Leopards will travel to
the Ernie Chapman Stadium at
7 p.m. Friday for a non-conference game against the SCIAC
contending Chapman Panthers.
Sarah Van Buskirk can be
reached at sarah.vanbuskirk@
laverne.edu.

as they put up nine straight
points to take a 10-3 lead, thanks
to three straight aces by sophomore libero Madison Smith.
The lead would extend to
18-6 before the Bulldogs called
a timeout to try and reset, but
they could not handle the Leopards as senior middle back Kari
Esseff got the kill to end the set,
25-12.
The Leopards picked up right
where they left off in the second
set, taking an early 8-3 lead.
Freshman middle back Olivia
Rueckert and freshman outside
hitter Mya Ray teamed up for a
huge block to keep the momentum going.
Rueckert would go on to
have four kills, one solo block
and two block assists and Ray
would have eight kills and two
block assists. Some costly mis-

takes by the Bulldogs kept them
from getting back into it and the
Leopards ran away with the set,
25-16.
With the Leopards taking
a 2-0 set lead, the home side
crowd started to get rowdy. With
just about the entire stands on
the home side full, Frantz Athletic Court got loud quickly.
The Leopards came hot out of
the gate and took a 10-3 lead
and with every point, the crowd
jumped to their feet and rooted on their team. Thunderous
chants of “Let’s Go Leos” rained
down as the Leopards continued
to pour it on to the Bulldogs.
Freshman outside hitter Nalani Young nailed down all four
of her kills in the third set to help
the Leopards win the set in dominating fashion, 25-9, to complete the sweep and improve to

a 7-3 record on the year.
“We are super pumped,” senior middle blocker Ayana Mier
said. “We feel like this preseason has gone on forever so now
we are really into the thick of it.”
The Leopards also just got
back home from a trip to San Antonio, Texas, to play in the Trinity Invitational last weekend.
They left Texas winning two out
of the four games played. On
Sept. 16, they beat Texas Lutheran, 3-2, and Southwestern, 3-1.
Then on Saturday, they dropped
their games against Trinity and
Juniata, both by a score of 3-0.
“Definitely felt nice to come
out with our first conference win
to set the tone and expectations
for us as a team going into conference play,” Rueckert said.
“But it is also a nice reminder
that it will only get harder and

we have to keep pushing ourselves and each other.”
The Leopards will travel to
face Cal Lutheran, who has a
5-6 record, Friday at 7 p.m. and
will come right back to face
No. 1 nationally ranked Claremont-Mudd-Scripps at home at
2 p.m. Saturday.
Going toe-to-toe against the
No. 1 team in the nation is obviously a big challenge but the
Leopards feel ready to compete.
“Picking up our competitive
energy could definitely go very
well with Claremont so it is exciting,” Ray said.
Next week, the Leopards
will head to Orange County to
face Chapman on Tuesday and
will be home when they take on
Caltech on Sept. 30.
Jack Janes can be reached at
jack.janes@laverne.edu.

Leos spike Bulldogs in conference opener
Jack Janes
Staff Writer
The women’s volleyball team
dominated in its Southern California Intercollegiate Athletic
Conference opener Tuesday
night with a 3-0 sweep over the
Redlands Bulldogs.
“What we talked about is
playing to our standards, regardless of what is happening on
the other side of the net,” head
coach Jeff Hendershot said. “We
have our metrics and our ways
we want to play and do it and we
did mostly our way but there is
always something to get better
at.”
The Bulldogs got off to a
quick 3-1 lead in the first set after some Leopard mistakes.
But the Leopards settled
down and got back to their game

‘Pearl’...

Mickey Darling...

Continued from page 6
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in other ways.
Rather than give close-ups of
Pearl killing another victim, the
camera pans away from the gory
action and instead forces the audience to listen to the agonizing
sound of struggle and death – a
technique used in earlier years
of filmmaking.
For those expecting more
gore, “Pearl” delivers enough of
that later throughout the film.
Another chilling thing about
this movie is the reference to the
influenza pandemic.
Though set more than a century ago, the all too familiar
feeling of sickness was disturbing. The entire movie feels like a
fever dream.
Goth gives an astounding
performance, culminating with a
six-minute monologue confessing the murder of her victims
and the raging anger she feels.
The monologue is all shot in
one take, something we don’t
often see in modern-day movies,
with heavy tears running down
Pearl’s dark, distraught eyes.
It is uncomfortable but so
difficult to peel your eyes off the
screen.

Odd to say, but “Pearl” can
be compared to “The Wizard of
Oz,” if Dorothy skipped around
with a axe in hand rather than a
basket – visually beautiful with
an off-putting aspect.
“Pearl” is like nothing in today’s theaters. Though some
moments felt slow, the attention
to detail and creative concept
made up for it.
Many horror fans like myself anticipate West and the “X”
series to continue to change the
game for the horror genre.
Although extremely uncomfortable and almost claustrophobic, don’t let the rolling end
credits let you pack up your stuff
and exit the theater just yet.
Stick around to see a tiny
preview of A24’s upcoming
addition to the “X” universe,
“MaXXXine,” set to release early next year.
“Pearl” will be playing locally at the Regal Edwards La
Verne, Laemnle Claremont 5,
and AMC Dine-In Place theaters.
Anabel Martinez can be
reached at anabel.martinez2@
laverne.edu.

had come to The Echo to see
Benny and not Mickey Darling.
His stage presence was humorous and definitely that of
an entertainer willing to interact
with fans.
Mickey Darling came on
stage and introduced the band.
The band consists of Skyler Molina, lead singer and guitarist,
and Austin Medrano, a multi-instrumentalist who performed
bass that night.
Mickey Darling opened with
its song, “Feed My Ego.” The
song started with a voice mail
recording of a woman’s slurred
voice and soon thereafter a jangly and dreamy guitar riff followed after.
The studio version of this
song seems very relaxed and
slow, but in person, people were
immediately clapping and singing or more accurately screaming their lungs out.
It was definitely a great way
to start a set.
With lyrics made up of
cheesy heartbreak feelings and
silly romantic ideas, this band
was not meant to be taken too
seriously, but instead, voice out

a young adult’s thoughts in a relationship.
The band’s playful demeanor
shined through especially in the
way in which they conversed
with the audience.
Mickey Darling self-proclaimed itself to be the “sexiest
boy band alive,” and this really
shows what its personality was
like on stage.
Unfortunately,
Molina’s
voice gave out before the concert and he explained that that
had never happened to him before, especially on the day of a
show.
So throughout the show, he
was seen chugging honey out of
a little plastic bear container. He
remained faithful to the crowd
however and remained singing
for the rest of his set, up until the
last song that was written on the
band’s setlist.
Molina jumped into the
crowd when he began singing
“Wallow’s Song” and began to
dance with his fans like they
were jolly old pals being reunited.
It was definitely an intimate
concert that felt like a get-to-

gether with old friends all there
to see the same pair of guys.
Mickey Darling left the stage
but not before leaving the audience with one last note.
Molina said sometimes things
can be scary but fear brings everyone together and to just not
be afraid of going the unorthodox route because they are a representation of that and to follow
your dreams.
“It’s so pretentious of me to
say this as I stand on stage…
but seriously we are just literally two boys from Texas making
music in our bedrooms,” Molina said. “We completely stayed
independent, didn’t sign to anybody to show everybody that
you can do anything.”
It was a lively experience
overall and with that motivational speech at the end, a
night’s sleep filled with dreams
was only to be expected.
Mickey Darling will perform
a sold-out show on Oct. 5. at the
Constellation Room in Santa
Ana.
Liliana Castañeda can be
reached at liliana.castaneda@
laverne.edu.
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Leos fall to Athenas in close game
Defensive
line pushes
back ULV
Kristen Schoenick
Staff Writer
The Leopards’ women’s soccer team hosted the Claremont
Mudd-Scripps Athenas for their
second conference game Saturday at Ortmayer Stadium and
suffered a 1-0 loss.
Head coach Lauryn Pehanich said that despite a hard 1-0
loss against Whittier Sept. 14,
the team had expectations of
remaining focused on who they
are and what they are capable of.
“We expect to win,” Pehanich said. “We have the individual talent, the team motivation,
and the senior leadership to take
us into the top four teams of the
conference, and that is what we
have set out to do.”
The Leopards and the Athenas were both looking to secure
their first Southern California
Intercollegiate Athletic Conference victory of the 2022 season
as they were not holding back
with their aggression.
It was tough play on the field
as both the Leopards and the
Athenas dominated their attacking and defensive halves.
Many opportunities presented themselves close to both penalty boxes.
There was no scoring
throughout the first 38 minutes
of the game, making it an aggressive and even matchup.
In the 18th minute, the Athenas almost scored off of a header
from a corner kick, yet the ball
was quickly cleared out by the
Leopards’ defense.
The Athenas continued to
apply pressure on the Leopards’
defense and were able to put one

Jashelle Ranson

Sophomore defensive midfielder Shelbie Mueller kicks the ball
to teammates after blocking the goal Saturday against Clare-

mont-Mudd-Scripps Athenas at Ortmayer Stadium. The Leopards
suffered a 1-0 loss.

away with five minutes left in
the first half.
It was freshman forward Cate
Lewison who followed after an
initial shot taken by one of her
teammates which gave the Athenas an upper hand for the end
of the half.
After a lockeroom regroup,
the Leopards came out strong
in the start of the second half as
they were full of determination.
That grit the Leopards found
that shut down the Athenas’
many attempts on goal in the
second half.
This game was full of passion and aggression for the last
30 minutes as midfielders for the
Leopards were set on moving
the ball to the Athenas’ territory.

Brown.
The Leopards had just two
shots, both on target, while the
Athenas over shadowed with 16
shots and 10 on target.
La Verne sophomore goalkeeper McKenzie Maggiore had
eight incredible saves on the
night.
Maggiore said this game was
not a true showcase of the Leopards’ talent.
The team dynamic is moving
forward after the loss against the
Athenas.
“As a team we aren’t defining ourselves from that game,”
Maggiore said. “We’re moving
on with the mentality of ‘next
play’ and ‘I’ll do it’. Our whole
team was very strong defensive-

Despite the pressure the
Leopards put on the Athenas’
defense, they were not successful in putting the ball in the back
of the net.
The Athenas took back the
control of the game.
CM-S commanded the field
and consistently made plays.
Sophomore
midfielder
Amanda Perez said that the
Leopards were still sticking to
their plan for the game despite
their lack of control on the field.
“We came out but did not
play like us,” Perez said.
With 10 seconds left of the
game, the Leopards made one
last attempt at tying up the score,
but it was saved by the Athenas’
goalkeeper, freshman Sadie

ly but we didn’t showcase our
offense. Next game we’re looking to highlight our attackers
and score goals.”
The Leopards traveled to Pomona-Pitzer on Wednesday and
were not able to keep up in a 3-0
defeat against the Sagehens.
The Leopards now have a 3-4
overall record and 0-3 record in
the Southern California Intercollegiate Conference.
They will travel to Chapman
at 11 a.m. Saturday to battle with
the Panthers and will continue
Southern California Intercollegiate Conference play in hopes
of bettering their record.
Kristen Schoenick can be
reached at kristen.schoenick@
laverne.edu.

Leopard Scoreboard
At the Buzzer

Men’s Soccer, Sept. 17
La Verne – 1
Claremont Mudd-Scripps – 2
Men’s Soccer, Sept. 21
Pomona-Pitzer – 0
La Verne – 1
Women’s Soccer, Sept. 21
La Verne – 0
Pomona-Pitzer – 3

Schedule

Friday
Women’s volleyball @ Cal Lutheran, 7 p.m.
Saturday
Men’s and women’s cross country @ Cougar Challenge,
Cal State San Marcos, all day
Women’s soccer @ Chapman, 11 a.m.
Women’s volleyball vs. Claremont Mudd-Scripps,
2 p.m.
Men’s soccer vs. Chapman, 7 p.m.
Football @ Chapman, 7 p.m.
Monday
Women’s soccer vs. UC Santa Cruz, noon

Men’s Soccer Schedule
September
Sat. 24 vs. Chapman* at 7 p.m.
October
Sat. 2 vs. Occidental* at 7 p.m.
Wed. 5 vs. Redlands* at 7 p.m.
Sat. 8 vs. Cal Lutheran* at 7 a.m
Sun. 9 vs. UC Santa Cruz
Wed. 12 at CalTech* at 4 p.m.
Sat. 15 at Cal Lutheran* 7 p.m.
Thur. 20 at Redlands* 7 p.m.
Sat. 22 at Occidental* at 7 p.m.
Sat. 29 vs. Caltech* at 7 p.m.
KEY:
* = Southern California Intercollegiate Conference
games
BOLD = home games

