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Homecoming events have 
begun and will continue through 
Saturday. 

Last week, the Campus Ac-
tivities Board invited students to 
come out and vote for Leo Court 
for which five students were 
chosen. Among the Leo Court 
members – senior biology major 
Elias Gennaoui, senior liberal 
arts major Sherry Hall, senior 
biology major Annelise Hurtad, 
senior biology major Cassandra 
Tafolla, and senior educational 
studies major Sam Congleton 
– two will be crowned Leopard 
Royalty on Saturday. 

Tafolla said Homecoming 
is a great way to acknowledge 
the academic achievements of 
students and the extracurricular 
activities they are involved in. 

“My freshman year I wasn’t 
really involved in campus, but 
now since it’s my first in-person 
Homecoming my senior year, 
it’s actually cool being part of 
the events (and) being nominat-

ed to the Leo Court,” Gennaoui 
said. 

Gabriella Cummings, senior 
communications major and a 
CAB chair, said she hopes stu-
dents look back happily at this 
homecoming week

“It feels amazing to be 
back doing Homecoming after 
COVID,” Cummings said. “It 
is bittersweet because this is my 
first actual Homecoming and 
also my last.

Leading up to the homecom-
ing football game at 5 p.m. Sat-
urday, there will be a variety of 
events, including a 5K Fun Run/
Walk at 8 a.m. beginning in front 
of Founders Hall, a Women’s 
alumni basketball game at 9 a.m. 
in the Athletics Pavilion, and a 
street fair beginning at 11 a.m. in 
Third Street. The student floats 
parade down Third Street starts 
at 1 p.m. 

For more information and 
registration information, visit 
alumni.laverne.edu/homecom-
ing/events.  

—Hailey Martinez

Ramon Morales
Staff Writer

Ruth Trotter, professor of art 
emeritus, who retired earlier this 
year after more than 30 years at 
the University, delivered her fi-
nal faculty lecture titled “Recent 
Work: My Last Lecture” before 
an audience of about 30 students 
and faculty members on Tues-
day in the Quay Davis Executive 
Board Room.

Trotter began by talking 
about her recent artwork, and 
she explained how she develops 
her paintings. 

During the second part of her 
talk, she gave some final advice 
and words of wisdom for col-
leagues. 

She explained that she be-
lieves there are three things that 
are most important in a painting. 
They are first, the material and 
aesthetic of the painting; sec-
ond, the space and the illusion 
of depth; and finally, the quality 
of presence of the work and its 
effect on viewers.

“I want my paintings to make 
you gasp,” Trotter said. “I want 
the viewer to stop breathing 
when they see my work.”

She said some of her recent 
work was inspired by the novel 
“Moby Dick.” 

Much of her recent work in-
volves depth of illusion and cool 
blues. She displayed some of 
these paintings, embedded in the 
lecture PowerPoint, captivating 
the audience.

“Ruth, your blues are incred-
ible,” said Reed Gratz, profes-
sor of music, who attended the 
Tuesday talk.

Despite all of her beautiful 
works of art and artistic accom-
plishments, it became clear that 
some of her best work was the 
impact that she has made on the 
University of La Verne commu-
nity.

Trotter thanked her depart-
ment, University colleagues and 
others throughout the lecture, 
making sure that the audience 
knew how important they were 

throughout her time here at the 
University.

And she offered some parting 
thoughts and advice. 

She advised faculty col-
leagues to be generous with stu-
dents and colleagues, and with 
themselves. 

Be generous with praise, wis-
dom and kindness, she said. 

“Everyone is unique and a 
gift to the University,” Trotter 

said. “At the end of the day, it’s 
all about the students, and it’s all 
about the work.”

Jon Leaver, professor of art 
history and chairman of the de-
partment of art and art history, 
thanked Trotter. 

“Ruth, thank you for a typi-
cally thought-provoking, rich 
talk,” Leaver said. “It brings up 
to me what we’re going to miss.”

Ramon Morales can be 
reached at ramon.morales@ 
laverne.edu.
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ON The COver
Music Department Man-

ager Nicolai Galvan holds 
up photos of himself in cos-
tume as a performer at Knott’s 
Scary Farm. In his second 
year as a performer, he plays a 
temple guard in a maze called 
The Depths. / photo by Casi 
Martinez

Trotter reflects on La Verne career

Litsy Tellez

Ruth Trotter, professor of art, gives her final lecture Tuesday in the 
Quay Davis Executive Board Room before she leaves for retirement. 

Trotter shared the process in creating her art and the meaning be-
hind her recent work that is being exhibited on campus

LV Homecoming 
back in full force

COrreCTiON
In “Speaker considers E.U. 

peacekeeping” (Oct. 7), Gitty 
Amini was referred to as an 
associate professor of history. 
She is an associate professor 
of political science. The Cam-
pus Times regrets the error.
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Neidenne Arevalo
Staff Writer                                        

Around 100 people gathered 
Saturday for the Claremont 
Women’s March.

Marchers, who met at the 
corner of Foothill and Indian 
Hill Boulevards, held posters in 
support of reproductive rights 
and women’s bodily autonomy. 

They held pink and white 
posters with phrases like “my 
body my choice” and “keep 
your policies off my uterus.” 

This year marks the fifth 
anniversary of the Women’s 
Wave, a nationwide action 
calling on women and men 
to participate and insist that a 
woman’s choice to when and 
whether to become pregnant is 
her choice alone. 

Women’s Wave marches 
and activities took place Satur-
day at locations across the U.S.

The issues of women’s 
bodily autonomy are more ur-
gent today than ever since the 
Supreme Court’s overturning 
of Roe v. Wade in June, which 
reversed a 50-year-old right to 
an abortion.

“We are here at this partic-
ular time because (of) the neg-
ative vote on preserving our 
right to reproductive health 
care for women by the Supreme 
Court, and we have a month un-
til the midterm elections,” said 
Dorthy Wills, an organizer of 
Saturday’s event in Claremont. 

She made noise with drums 
she held in her hands Saturday. 

“We do not want to see 
women going to prison for 
this,” Wills said. “We don’t 
want to see women terrified for 
the entirety of their fertile lives. 
We know how dangerous preg-
nancy in-and-of-itself is and 
how much more so in a country 
that displays a lack of care, par-
ticularly in women and girls of 
color and (the) poor.”

Wills said that with only one 
month until Election Day on 
Nov. 8 general elections, the 
goal of the Women’s Wave and 
the Claremont event is to keep 
abortion rights the main topic 
among campaign issues. 

“If a national abortion ban 
passes, if the Republican party 
takes over the House and Sen-
ate, then it would not matter 
who is in the White House,” 
Wills said. “That can happen 
in the midterms, and we cannot 
allow it.” 

Rachel Willbanks was at the 
Claremont event with a friend 
Saturday.

They held a white post-
er board with red writing on 
it quoting Captain Jean-Luc 
Picard from “Star Trek”: “With 
the first link, the chain is forged. 
The first speech censured, the 
first freedom denied chains us 
all irrevocably.”

“Since we couldn’t join the 
march in Washington, D.C., 
we wanted to show our support 
here today,” Willbanks said. 

Friends, family, and strang-
ers gathered together to unite as 
one in hopes to make a change. 

Carissa Kelly and Johnathan 
Whytock, both Upland resi-
dents, held their signs proudly 
along with others.  

“We heard about the Wom-
en’s Wave event through the 
Women’s March, the organiza-
tion’s website that you can look 
up to see what women’s rights 
marches are taking place,”  
Kelly said. 

According to Pew Research 
Center, despite the overturn of 
Roe v. Wade, the majority of 
the public believes abortion 
should be safe and legal. 

“I want women to be able 
to choose what they want to do 
with their bodies,” Whytock 
said. 

“I think of my daughter and 
I want her to have the ability to 
choose independently.”

Joy Gunski, who attended 
Saturday, shared a particularly 
heart-wrenching story of a for-
mer co-worker in the ’70s who 
was raped.  

“She told me she was preg-
nant and I got on a call with a 
friend of mine, got a number 
and I took her down, and she 
got an abortion,” Gunski said. 
“If she didn’t have the option 
to choose what she wanted to 
do with her body, it could have 
been a very bad situation.” 

Gunski regularly attends 
various Women’s March events 
and admits that before her sit-
uation with her co-worker she 
was not involved, but because 
of it, she understands how im-
portant it is for women to have 
abortion rights.

“If we do nothing, nothing 
will change,” Wills said. 

For more information, visit 
womensmarch.com.

Neidenne Arevalo can be 
reached at neidenne.arevalo@
laverne.edu.

Joachim Marcus Gratz de Lang, junior interdisci-
plinary studies major, shakes the lulav and etrog 
under the direction of Cantor Paul Buch of Tem-
ple Beth Israel in Pomona, in the Sukkah outside 
of the Ludwick Center on Oct. 7. The tradition of 

shaking the lulav – a bouquet made up of palm, 
myrtle, and willow branches – an etrog – a citrus 
fruit similar to a lemon that is native to the Mid-
east – is part of the Jewish celebration of Sukkot. 
The weeklong holiday ends Sunday. 

Kim Toth

Stephen Gilson Jr.
Staff Writer

Tikkun Olam International 
hosted a service and “Sleepover 
Under the Stars” in honor of the 
Jewish holiday of Sukkot out-
side the Ludwick Center Oct. 7.

The day began early that 
morning with the building of the 
sukkah, which is a temporary 
shelter typically constructed out 
of branches and other natural 
materials. 

The sukkah construction is 
part of the weeklong celebration 
of fall festival Sukkot, which 
commemorates the sheltering of 
the Israelites in the wilderness.

“(Today) a sukkah is gener-
ally a place where you go with 
your community to relax, eat, 
play music, and talk,” said Tik-
kun Olam International presi-
dent and junior interdisciplinary 
studies major Joachim Marcus 

Gratz de Lang.
The evening’s festivities be-

gan at 4 p.m with about 15 com-
munity members of various reli-
gious traditions. 

Cantor Paul Buch of Temple 
Beth Israel in Pomona led an 
informal service by sharing the 
story of the holiday, playing gui-
tar and singing songs. 

“The Israelites were en-
slaved by the Egyptians,” Buch 
explained. “Once the Israelites 
were freed, they trekked through 
the wilderness and wandered for 
40 years… Moses led them to 
the borders of the land that God 
promised them. Then Moses 
died and the Israelites moved on 
without him. 

“Building the sukkah is 
meant to commemorate the time 
that the Israelites spent wander-
ing the wilderness during those 
40 years,” Buch explained. 

“Keeping traditions is a way 

to keep in touch with each oth-
er,” said Reed Gratz, profes-
sor of music, who attended the 
event. “It is about community 
engagement - one of our values 
here.”

When the program ended, 
members of the club camped out 
in the sukkah.

Stephen Gilson Jr. can be 
reached at stephen.gilson@ 
laverne.edu.

Students mark the Jewish 
holiday Sukkot with music

Abortion rights 
at stake in march
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Local boutique creates good vibes 
Sarah Van Buskirk
Editor-in-Chief 

The Hēling, an immersive 
boutique where the vibe brings 
the community together, ema-
nates positive energy where one 
can always find a boho chic gift 
or something for yourself, own-
er Krista Chakmak said. 

The boutique opened earlier 
this year on Bonita Avenue off 
of D Street. 

Chakmak does not confine 
herself to one title. She consid-
ers herself a community builder. 
From the warm and inviting in-
teractions she has with custom-
ers down to the smaller details 
such as using a signature scent 
of “Sparkle” for a friendly and 
recognizable feeling, Chak-
mak’s goal is to give off a com-
forting aura at her boutique. 

“  The Hēling is really a feel-
ing when you enter into the 
space,” Chakmak said. “I really 
want to build a community with-
in these walls.”

A taste of what The Hēling 
sells starts with a sale rack right 
outside filled with clothes at a 
discounted price. If after brows-
ing for a possible deal you are 
drawn towards the calming 
metaphysical ambiance beam-
ing off of the Victorian-style 
house of the boutique’s exterior, 
you will find a lot more clothing 
items ranging from bright cor-
duroy statement jackets to neu-
tral toned loungewear rompers 
on the other side of the door. 

Shelley Johnson, a teacher 
at Roynon Elementary School, 
said The Hēling is one of the few 
places that checks all the boxes 
for her personal style.

“I consider my wardrobe 
‘teacher chic,’” Johnson said. 

“So with the pieces from The 
Hēling I can wear them in the 
classroom or out on the town.”

Once one steps through the 
doorway, they are welcomed 
by bold floral wallpaper to cor-
ral the customer in a funky and 
campy environment that inspires 
fun.

Whether it is to spice up a 
boring outfit or for a calming 
self-care night, beaded tote bags 
or trendy slippers are just a few 
of the accessories to choose 
from. Wooden cheese boards 
and wine glasses are also avail-
able for a perfect way to start a 
girls night. Sentimental greeting 
cards can also be purchased to 
further spread positive energy to 
loved ones.

Vivian Ceniseroz, an Upland 
resident who works in Glendo-
ra, said she takes the side streets 
to work and always noticed the 
boutique but had never gone in 
until this week. 

“This is my first time here 
and I actually stopped by to 
check out that beaded purse,” 
Ceniseroz said.   

Owning a small business 
herself, Chakmak likes to dis-
play other pieces from locally or 
women-run businesses to sup-
port her ambitions of bringing 
the neighborhood together. 

“There are a lot of pieces in 
the store here that have a lot of 
history,” Chakmak said. “I re-
ally want the pieces here to be 
unique and not to be purchased 
just to be purchased, but pur-
chased for a cause.”

Born and raised in La Verne, 
Chakmak’s love for retail arose 
when she ventured out into her 
adult life. Leaving her home-
town, she began working for 

Michelle Annett Roldan
Staff Writer

The Black Student Union 
held a “Welcome Black BBQ” 
Saturday in Fasnacht Court. 

About 30 La Verne commu-
nity members, a mix of students 
and faculty, attended the event, 
which besides great food fea-
tured games, a performance by 
the Sanctioned Step Team danc-
ers, and a strong sense of com-
munity. 

Participants enjoyed the 
event’s traditional soul food, 
such as brisket and mac and 
cheese. They also played vari-
ous card games and board games 
and got to know one-another. 

A highlight for sure was the 
performance by the relative-
ly new Sanctioned Step Team, 
which choreographed specifical-
ly for this event an impressive 
routine to Crime Mob’s “Knuck 

If You Buck.” 
Stepping or step dancing is 

a type of percussive dance in 
African American culture with 
elements of gymnastics, tap 
dancing, and break dancing. 
Stepping originated in the 1900s 
as competitive schoolyard danc-
es performed by historically Af-
rican American fraternities and 
sororities. 

“It’s our first performance as 
a new team,” said Simone War-
ren, freshman criminology ma-
jor and Step Team member.  

She said she enjoyed the 
event’s great sense of commu-
nity. 

So did Sage Durr, freshman 
photography major and BSU 
member. 

“I’ve just been scoping 
around the different events … 
and I was interested in this one,” 
Durr said. “I think it’s important 
to have strong community so 

everybody (has) a welcome area 
where they all come and feel 
comfortable. This event is fun, 
you get to talk and meet new 
people.”

BSU President Heath Wil-
liams, junior business adminis-
tration major, collaborated with 
organizations both on and off 
campus to put the event together. 

“It’s really about engaging 
with community and commu-
nity activity and civic service,” 
Williams said. “Just to give ev-
eryone the opportunity to be 
heard… regardless of color, re-
gardless of political affiliation.” 

Willams said he hopes this 
event and others will give stu-
dents a strong and lasting sense 
of belonging.  

The BBQ event was co-spon-
sored by the Center for Multi-
cultural Services, Black Student 
Services, the Sanctioned Step 
Team, the Black Student Union, 

The Office of Alumni Engage-
ment/Black Alumni Affinity 
Group, Sigma Gamma Rho So-
rority, Kings Ascension, Black 
Faculty, College of Arts and 
Sciences, and Faculty Diversity 
Committee. 

Williams said he was delight-
ed by what he saw BSU had 
created through collaboration on 
this event.

“Today’s turnout was very 
fulfilling, very satisfying,” Wil-
liams said. “I think especially 
it’s a reflection of the time we 
are living in, where people are 
leaving behind  (the sense of 
being) unincluded … They are 
willing to come out and partici-
pate, you know, as people.

“Stepping in particular is 
a very very impactful art and 
something that they’ve been 
wanting to demonstrate, so oth-
er people who may be interested 
in joining the Step Team (are) 

aware (it), and if they want to 
participate then they should,” 
Williams added.

“I enjoyed the communi-
ty and the soul food and their 
choice of music,” said freshman 
Kearstin Bell, also a member of 
the Step Team. 

“They were very welcoming, 
especially as a Black student, 
just to know there’s a place you 
can go to connect with your peo-
ple on campus,” Bell added.

Williams said his mission for 
BSU is to provide bridges for 
students by engaging with Black 
students and Black allies.

The Welcome Black BBQ 
seemed to do just that. 

“It definitely helped a lot 
(and)  made me feel more com-
fortable and just more under-
stood as a student,” Bell said.

Michelle Annett Roldan can 
be reached at michelle.roldan@
laverne.edu. 

Kim Toth

Hēling Boutique owner Krista Chakmak shows 
shopper Diane Meade of La Verne a new outfit 
at the boutique Sunday. The Hēling, described by 

Chakmak as an “immersive boutique,” features 
clothing, accessories and gifts, and is located at 
2040 Bonita Ave. in downtown La Verne.

‘Welcome Black BBQ’ fosters community
Continued on page 7



Vincent Matthew Franco
Arts Editor

Plastic mugs of beer, al-
phorns, Lederhosen and a No 
Doubt cover band called “No 
Duh” was what made up the 
scene for the return of Oktober-
fest Friday night at the Fairplex 
in Pomona. 

Taking place from 6 p.m. to 
11 p.m. on Fridays and Satur-
days for the next two weekends 
of October, visitors will be able 
to enjoy nights full of drunken 
debauchery accompanied by the 
sounds of German folk music.  

Right at the stroke of 6 p.m., 
three men dressed in Lederhosen 
signified the start of the festival 
by playing alphorns, several me-
ter pipe-looking instruments that 
touched the floor at the entrance 
of expo hall 10, where the event 
was held. The crowd started off 
small but it did not take long for 
it to grow into a sea of people 
happily chugging and shouting 
“Prost,” which means cheers in 
German. 

Expo hall 10 was decorated to 
look as if it was surrounded by a 
stone castle with mannequins 
that had blonde braided hair and 
were dressed in traditional Ger-
man dresses. It was full of long 
rows of tables for visitors, over-
looked by a 12-piece band that 
played the music of Germany 
all night long, never skipping a 
beat. 

This was also where they 
held various challenges through-
out the night, as well as chicken 
and line dancing. 

First, there was a woman’s 
stein-holding competition.

A stein is a giant glass mug 
and the premise of the competi-
tion was to see who could hold 
it the longest while it was full to 
the rim with water.

“I love it,” Cerritos resident 
Jessica Stockwell said. “It’s a lot 
better than I thought. I’m not a 
fan of beer, I’m more of a wine 
drinker so even though it’s most-
ly beer based, the entertainment, 
the challenges, and the games 
are so much fun.” 

Stockwell won sixth place in 
the women’s stein holding com-
petition, a personal victory she 
said she is proud of. 

There were three more com-
petitions throughout the night 
after that; a men’s stein holding 
competition, a woman’s drink-
ing contest and lastly a men’s 
drinking contest.

Outside the expo hall a 
strong smell of German style 
bratwursts, pretzels, and of 
course, because it is the Pomona 
Fairplex, King Taco filled the air. 
The lines for beer never slowed 
down or shortened, and No Duh 
kept everyone entertained with 
not only the songs of No Doubt 
but other popular one-hit won-

ders from the 1990s.   
“I like just getting an oppor-

tunity to think outside of the 
ordinary, like you have your 
routine but when you come to 
events like this, you get to be a 
little bit more extra and it’s al-
ways fun to just dress up,” Crys-
tal Rodriguez, an education spe-
cialist in the Los Angeles school 
district, said. 

Rodriguez and her boyfriend, 
Ramon Riviera, were both 
dressed up in Lederhosen, tra-
ditional German garments that 
are similar to overalls but are 
usually leather and short or knee 
length.

Riviera said at first he felt 
out of his comfort zone in his 
getup but as his night went on 
he stopped caring and focused 
more on enjoying his night, 
thanks to some liquid courage.    

The night went on and the 
beer taps kept flowing but it did 
not take long until an unfortu-
nate guest had to be transported 
out on a gurney after passing out 
on the cold cement floor. This 
was only a blip for those who 
caught sight, as the party con-
tinued in expo hall 9 with DJ 
Schlagen, who in comparison 
to the other musical acts, was 
banging out more modern tunes.

It was no surprise that as it 
hit 11 p.m. the more vomit there 
was visible on the floor, the 
more people were seen slumped 
around the Fairplex grounds.  

The night was coming to an 
end as folks in the main hall 
were building pyramids, or 
“beeramids” as they were being 
called, out of their $24 plastic 
mugs. Mugs were pounded on 
the table in celebration and some 
were also flying from one end of 
the hall to another, not taking 
long before somebody was hit 
on the head with one.  
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German tradition turns modern 

Hailey Martinez

The traditional German Oktoberfest celebration at the Fairplex in 
Pomona is open to visitors 21 years and older. They can expect giant 

mugs of craft beers, German food, oom pah pah music and much 
more.

Continued on page 6

Hailey Martinez

Crowds of visitors gather for Oktoberfest at the 
Fairplex on Oct. 7. Oktoberfest features Bavarian 
music, authentic German food, chicken dances, 

games, prizes, bands and a variety of beers. The 
event runs 6 p.m. to 11 p.m. every Friday and Sat-
urday through Oct. 22.

Oktoberfest 
opening 
gets rowdy 



Nikolai Galvan, the 
University of La 
Verne’s new manager 

of the music department and 
Morgan Auditorium, is moon-
lighting as a monster.

Specifically, he is the temple 
guard for The Depths maze at 
Knott’s Scary Farm. Last year 
during the Halloween season 
he was the mayor of Calico for 
The Origins maze. 

The Temple Guard is an 
ancient, tribal warrior, similar 
to an Aztec, or ancient Mao-
ri warrior, Galvan said.  His 
mask is essentially a skull of a 
rhino with warpaint and stripes 
running along the side of the 
face. As a guard he wears ar-
mor, and he has a pair of dag-
gers as a weapon. 

Knott’s Berry Farm in Bue-
na Park becomes Scary Farm 
for haunt season – mid-Sep-
tember through Halloween. 

“I found it to be so exciting 
and fun, just being in a theme 
park where you’re in this world 
of monsters that walk around 
and follow you and scare you,” 
Galvan said. “I knew one day, 
I would want to be a monster 
because it just looked like so 
much fun.”

Galvan joined the music de-
partment this year in Septem-
ber. He earned his bachelor of 
arts in music here in 2021. As 
manager of the music depart-
ment, he assists the instructors 
and is in charge of the depart-
ment’s administrative work, 
such as scheduling and con-
tracts. As the manager of the 
Morgan Auditorium, he man-
ages and schedules all Morgan 
Auditorium events. 

The backstory of The 
Depths maze follows a mining 
crew that goes missing on a dig 
and when the people go down 
for a search, they discover that 
the miners came upon an underground 
lair that features an old civilization of 
underwater creatures. The search team 
goes through swamps and temples be-
fore boarding the sunken ship where they 
meet the Kraken and other horrors from 
the deep. 

Galvan said that in 2021 – amid the 
pandemic – he saw an advertisement 
for the monster gig at Knott’s. He au-
ditioned and landed his first role as the 
mayor. The auditions were virtual. He 
said he was given a prompt through an 
app and had to act it out in a one-minute 
video of the certain character he needed 
to portray, like a psycho killer clown or 

zombie. If the casting staff liked the vid-
eo, they’d ask the person to come in for 
an interview.

“It’s unlike any other job, or activity 
I’ve ever done before because you’re be-
ing paid to make people feel uncomfort-
able,” Galvan said. “You’re paid to scare 
people and be a character that you don’t 
get to be anywhere else.”

This year as the temple guard in the 
maze The Depths he said he gets in peo-
ple’s faces, growls at them and stalks 
them from behind. His character is sup-
posed to be an evil warrior monster that 
is angry because of people invading 
the temple, which he is supposed to be 
guarding. 

“This year, I am in a maze. So you ei-
ther get a maze or you get a zone and the 
zone can be the ghost town streets or like 
the “CarnEVIL,” which is the clowns, 
and so they get a section of the park that 
they get to walk around,” he said. “They 
just get to walk around and interact with 
guests as they’re walking through the 
theme park, me being in the enclosed 
maze located in a warehouse and I have 
a specific room that I live in.”

Galvin said his day as a monster starts 
at 5 p.m. He clocks in and gets his cos-
tume and makeup done. Every monster 
or creature has a specific call time, he 
said.  He is in the maze for an hour and 
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‘Artful 
Reframing’

“An Artful Reframing: 
Expanding Our ULV Sto-
ry Through an Inclusive 
Voice,” an art exhibit and 
joint effort from Universi-
ty researchers and artists 
to present a more inclusive 
understanding of ULV’s 
historyA talk will be held 
in the Campus Center Ball-
room from noon to 1 p.m. 
Oct. 24. 

Sketch Day
The American Museum 

of Ceramic Art is hosting a 
sketch day with “Breaking 
Ground: Women in Cal-
ifornia Clay” artist Kim 
Tucker. Visitors will share 
tips on how to overcome 
artist’s block and respond 
creatively to sculptures. 
Taking place from noon to 
3 p.m., Saturday at  AMO-
CA, at 399 N. Garey Ave. in 
Pomona. Admission is $5 to 
$15. For more information 
visit amoca.org/events/
sketch-day-kim-tucker.

‘Ink and Clay’
The Kellogg Art Gal-

lery at Cal Poly Pomona 
is showing “Ink and Clay 
45 – The Art of Type,” an 
on-site exhibition and an-
nual nationwide compe-
tition consisting of works 
of ink and clay. The show 
runs to Nov. 17. The gallery 
is open from 4 p.m. to 8 
p.m. on Mondays and Tues-
days, and noon to 4 p.m. on 
Wednesdays, Thursdays, 
Saturdays and Sundays. 
Admission is free. 

Cafe Con Libros
Chukaruka, an online 

cultural shop, will host a 
sugar skull workshop from 
1:30 to 2:30 p.m on Saturday 
at Cafe Con Libros Press in 
Pomona,  at 280 W. Second 
St. For more information 
visit eventbrite.com/e/sug-
ar-skull-workshop-tick-
e t s - 4 2 8 9 8 8 3 3 4 6 5 7 
?aff=ebdssbcitybrows.

Open Mic
Stand up comedian Zero 

Rimpson will host an open 
mic, from 7:30 to 9:30 p.m 
today at the Shaun Dia-
mond Plaza in downtown 
Pomona, at 197 W. Second 
St. Admission is free.
—Kamila K. De La Fuente

HAppenings Music mananger is

Part-time monster
by Abelina J. Nuñez

photography by
Casi Martinez

Music Department Manager Nicolai Galvan holds up photos of himself in costume as a 
performer at Knott’s Scary Farm. In his second year as a performer, he plays a temple 
guard in a maze called The Depths.

Continued on page 7
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Horror Nights remains true to films 

Taylor Moore
Social Media Editor 

Halloween Horror Nights are 
back for the spooky season at 
Universal Studios Hollywood. 

Fans can expect plenty of 
jump scares and impressive spe-
cial effects in this year’s scare 
zones and mazes, both of which 
will immerse the audience en-
tirely into an interactive night-
mare. 

As a horror movie fan and 
Halloween fanatic, this year’s 
lineup of haunted houses seemed 
like the best one yet.

I have been to horror nights 
three times, once in 2019 and 
twice this year.

Going once was not enough 
for me since my expectations 
were high this year after looking 
at the maze lineup.

This year, some of the clas-
sic mazes made a reappearance, 
such as “Halloween,” “Kill-
er Klowns from Outer Space” 
and “La Llorona: The Weeping 
Woman.”

The Terror Tram also re-
turned to the lineup of haunted 
houses this year, featuring Jor-
dan Peele’s “Us,” released in 
2019, and “Nope,” released this 
year. 

The majority of the haunted 
houses were all fresh material 
that left Horror Nights-goers 
screaming so loud that it could 
be heard while in the lines for 
the mazes. 

It was not just the mazes that 

had people screaming. The scare 
actors were back and better than 
ever at the entrance and through-
out various areas of the theme 
park.

The Chainsaw Drill Team 
returned to the entrance of Uni-
versal Studios and to the plane 
crash section of the Terror Tram. 

This year’s actors were fo-
cused on interacting with Horror 
Nights-goers as much as pos-
sible, whether that be chasing 
them off the streets and into the 

stores or supposed safe zones, or 
cracking jokes to ease the nerves 
of frightened guests.

Many actors could be seen 
posing for pictures with guests 
or going all out in their act for 
a video. 

A new addition to Horror 
Nights 2022 was the Death Eat-
ers, “Harry Potter” main antag-
onist Voldermort’s loyal follow-
ers, in the Wizarding World of 
Harry Potter.

In fact, the Death Eaters’ 
scares were the scariest for me 
since one actor made it a point to 
follow me throughout the Wiz-
arding World of Harry Potter the 
entire time I was there.

Harry Potter fans will also 
recognize the makeover the 
Wizarding World of Harry Pot-
ter received.

The area was flooded with 
green fog and Diagon Alley was 
filled with darkness, with Hog-
warts illuminated in the signa-
ture Slytherin green colors.

This signaled that the Death 
Eaters had taken over the Wiz-
arding World and were wreaking 
havoc, the same way they do in 
the films. 

The headliner maze for 2022 
was “The Weeknd: After Hours 
Nightmare.”

While The Weeknd maze has 

plenty of hits for the artist’s fans 
to enjoy in the line and through-
out the maze, this was the least 
scary of the mazes.

It felt more like a six-minute 
rave that contained very appar-
ent fake gore and violence all 
jumbled together and lacking a 
scare factor. 

The jump scares did not land 
in this maze for me, but I did 
appreciate the artist’s desire to 
venture into horror and collabo-
rate with Universal. 

The jump scares did land in 
every other maze I went in. 

The Terror Tram’s scare ac-
tors were the most devoted to 
their role, especially those play-
ing the Tethered from the movie 
“Us.” 

I had one actor lock eyes with 
me, not blinking the entire time, 

and smiling creepily at me as I 
walked through the scare zone. 

For me, the “Halloween” and 
“The Horrors of Blum House” 
mazes were ranked at the top of 
my list of horror mazes. 

As a horror movie fan, I 
could appreciate the attention to 
detail in both of the mazes.

As someone who enjoys feel-
ing fear course through their 
veins from a good jump scare, 
I must say that these two mazes 
left me scrambling toward the 

exit, but also eager to get back 
into the line to go through again. 

The “Halloween” maze re-
mained loyal to the original 
1978 John Carpenter film while 
adding a modern twist to the 
ending of the maze by sending 
guests through a labyrinth of 
mirrors containing both Michael 
Myers props and scare actors. 

“The Horrors of Blum 
House” followed the evil killer 
from the 2020 film “Freaky” and 
the child kidnapper from “The 
Black Phone,” made in 2021 but 
released in 2022.

The “Freaky” portion of the 

maze was fun, complete with 
flashing lights and upbeat music 
from the comedy slasher.

Then the maze transformed 
into darkness from “The Black 
Phone” as guests followed the 
protagonist, Finney, through his 
attempts to escape the Grabber’s 
dungeon. 

The “Universal Monsters: 
Legends Collide” maze incorpo-
rated easter eggs from the orig-
inal black and white Universal 
monster movies for diehards 
like me to enjoy, but still accept-
ed the challenge of making hor-
ror movie classic figures terrify-
ing for modern generation goers, 
like myself.

This maze had the least ex-
pected jump scares, which also 
resulted in the best ones. 

Horror Nights 2022 increased 
its fear factor more than ever, 
which only makes me excited 
for what Universal Studios may 
have in store for 2023. 

Halloween Horror Nights at 
Universal Studios will continue 
until Oct. 31 and features a large 
selection of mazes. 

General Admission costs 
range from $89 to $149, depend-
ing on what day is selected.

For more information on 
hours and where to purchase 
tickets, visit universalstudios.
com. 

Prepare for a night of terrify-
ing fun. 

Taylor Moore can be reached 
at taylor.moore@laverne.edu.

German...
Continued from page 5

There was one “beeramid” 
in particular that captured the 
attention of the entire main hall 
as it was standing around 10 feet 
tall, with no less than 30 mugs 
and it was not even at its peak 
yet.

The closer it did get to its 
peak, the louder the room got 
until the pyramid eventually 
reached higher than the person 
building it. At that point, the en-
tire thing collapsed, marking the 
end of the first night of Oktober-
fest. 

With that, the band packed 
up and everybody stumbled 
their way out of the designated 
Oktoberfest area, trying to get 
the last few drops of beer as they 
reached the exit. This short walk 
to the exit was full of laughter, 
arguments and folks trying to 
find their Uber ride home – the 
proper way to end off a night 
like this. 

Vincent Matthew Franco can 
be reached at vincent.franco@
laverne.edu.

Mazes 
induce 
nightmares

Fans can expect plenty of jump scares and impressive 
special effects in this year’s scare zones and mazes, both of 

which will immerse the audience entirely into an 
interactive nightmare.

off for an hour and continues to 
follow that schedule until the 
park is closed. 

“Getting into makeup and 
costume is pretty exciting every 
day, granted the costume isn’t 
made of the most comfortable 
material, it’s still fun to look in 
the mirror and get transformed,” 
he said. “Every day in the make-
up chair is exciting because the 
artists have some freedom to ad-
just or experiment each time you 
go in. Sometimes they change 
the colors or the stylings as long 
as it’s within the realm of the 
character you are playing.”

For his first hour break, they 
are told to take their lunch break 
in Knott’s employee cafe where 
they can eat. 

“Being the monster –  it’s 
the best experience when you 
get a good audience member, 
… the person walking through, 
and you get a good experience 
when they’re crumbling in fear 
at everything you’re doing and 
you’re creating such a reaction 
out of them,” he said. “Or the 
people who get genuinely terri-
fied and start laughing at them-

selves because of it, it’s such a 
fun feeling to be able to do that 
and it makes up for all of the less 
than favorable audience mem-
bers in the maze.”

The monster’s life is not 
without its challenges, however. 

Galvin said one time he had 
teenagers walk up to him say-
ing “you’re not scary” and “you 
look ugly,” and also making 
more offensive comments.

“Last year, I was not inside 
the maze, I was out front on a 
platform talking and … people 
were heckling me.  And at one 
point I had a guest throwing 
small rocks at me,” he said. 

Though for the most part, he 
said, it’s a pretty fun job. 

“For me, (I’m) into theatrical 
heavy metal music and musical 
theater … and I recommend it 
to anybody who’s into the theat-
rics,” he said. 

Galvan said he sees himself 
working as a monster every Hal-
loween season that he possibly 
can.

Abelina J. Nuñez can be 
reached at abelina.nunez@ 
laverne.edu.

Monster...
Continued from page 6

high fashion brands such as 
Louis Vuitton and continued 
not only with her love for retail 
fashion but also for making con-
nections.

After coming back to La 
Verne and being a stay-at-home 
mom, Chakmak started to work 
one day a week at Micky’s Jew-
elry Studio on D Street where 
she could passionately focus 
on fashion while still building 
meaningful relationships with 
customers. 

When the COVID-19 pan-
demic hit, Chakmak felt frustrat-
ed in many aspects of her life as 
well as at the state of the world 
at the time. 

She prioritized healing her 
mind, body, and spirit with de-
votional practices like breath 
work, sound baths, which are a 
meditative experience involving 
singing bowls echoing a room, 
and Reiki, a Japanese form of 
energy healing involving a prac-
titioner, to feel at ease from the 
chaos surrounding her.  

When the gyms shut down, 
Chakmak would take daily 
walks down Bonita Avenue. 
One of these times, she stum-
bled upon the building where 
she noticed an empty space and 
immediately got in contact with 
the owner of the building.  

Chakmak pitched her vision 

to bring philanthropic ener-
gy through fashion to the local 
community and since February 
she has been successfully exe-
cuting her dreams of owning a 
boutique.

“Being here is my favorite 
thing in the world,” Chakmak 
said. “I created a space that was 
exactly what I had wanted.”

The Hēling has healed Chak-
mak in her journey to a higher 
purpose as much as she wishes 
to heal those who feel drawn to 
stop by the boutique. Wheth-
er they buy something or not, 
Chakmak said she wants her 
customers to feel safe. 

The Hēling hosts events open 
to the community throughout 
the month where “Hēlers” come 
together to show gratitude by 
having fun with activities such 
as painting parties and cocktail 
workshops. 

The Hēling is located on 
2040 Bonita Ave. The boutique 
is open Wednesdays through 
Fridays from 10 a.m. to 7 p.m., 
and Saturdays and Sundays from 
11 a.m. to 4 p.m.

Visit thehelingboutique.com 
for more information about 
admission fees on upcoming 
events. 

Sarah Van Buskirk can be 
reached at sarah.vanbuskirk@
laverne.edu.

Heling...
Continued from page 4
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Women’s Volleyball, Oct. 7
La Verne – 3

Pomona-Pitzer – 1

Men’s Water Polo, Oct. 8
La Verne – 22
Caltech – 13

Football, Oct. 8
La Verne – 13

Pomona-Pitzer – 56

Women’s Soccer, Oct. 12
Caltech – 1

La Verne  – 1

Men’s Soccer, Oct. 8
Cal Lutheran – 1

La Verne – 1

Friday
Women’s volleyball at Caltech, 7 p.m.

Saturday
Men’s and women’s cross country @ UC Riverside 

Highlander Invite, all day
Men’s and women’s cross country @ Connecticut 

College Invitational, all day
Men’s and women’s swimming and diving @ Uni-

versity of Redlands Bulldog Invite, 10 a.m.
Men’s water polo at Cal Lutheran, 11 a.m.

Women’s soccer vs. Redlands, 11 a.m.
Men’s basketball vs. Alumni, 11 a.m.

Football vs. Whittier, 5 p.m.
Men’s soccer at Cal Lutheran, 7 p.m.

 SCIAC Overall
Claremont M-S 9-0 19-0 
Cal Lutheran 6-1 10-7
La Verne 6-3 12-6
Pomona-Pitzer 6-3 11-6 
Whittier 4-5 8-10
Caltech 3-5 6-7
Chapman 3-6 5-11
Occidental 1-8 4-12
Redlands 1-8 1-12

at the Buzzer SChedule Women’S VolleyBall StandingS

leopard SCoreBoard

La Verne battles Santa Cruz in loss
Emmanuel Garibaldi Stevenson
Staff Writer

The University of La Verne men’s soccer team 
played UC Santa Cruz in a hard fought battle but 
the Banana Slugs prevailed, 1-0, Saturday at Ort-
mayer Stadium.

The Banana Slugs scored early in the game on a 
header from senior defender Ronaldo Nava in the 
21st minute. After that, the game had a lot of back 
and forth play. 

Even though the Leopards were down most of 
the game, they still played with energy and were 
more aggressive than the Banana Slugs.

Santa Cruz still took chances but at the end they 
were just trying to keep the ball away from the 
Leopards.

The Leopards ran a 2-4-4 line up where they 
moved the ball well and pressured the Banana 
Slugs to pass it back or kick it out multiple times. 
Zone coverage allowed them to see the pass move.

 “It was an intense game. It kind of helped us out 
because everybody was connecting and just getting 
us ready for the end,” junior midfielder Mario Ur-
bina said. “Everything was planned following the 
plan, everything was good. They just scored a good 
goal.”

The ball movement was excellent from the 
Leopards and they took advantage of opportunities 
to kick at the goal but were unsuccessful.

“We could have done better. We needed to at-
tack more and not let too many splits go through,” 

sophomore defender Javier Arellano said. “I think 
we did better in the last games and it should have 
translated to the next.”

The loss came a day after the Leopards tied the 
Cal Lutheran Kingsman, 1-1.

Senior midfielder Owen Osagiede was the one 
who put the ball away for the Leopards.

They were more active on the shooting side 
during the game against the Kingsman than they 
were against the Banana Slugs.

There were some effects from playing two 
games in a row such as the loss of some players 
due to injuries, however, this did give opportunities 
to others to rotate in and show what they can do.

“I think a lot of people were tired or had some 
sort of little minor injury or something, but can’t 
blame it on yesterday’s game,” junior forward Ash-
er Smith said.

The season is almost over as the Leopards have 
five games left and the team is getting ready for 
those last few Southern California Intercollegiate 
Athletic Conference games.

The Leopards’ traveled to Caltech on Wednes-
day with a close 2-1 defeat, to start a stretch of four 
straight road games.

Next up for the Leopards is a rematch against 
Cal Lutheran at the William Rolland Stadium at 7 
p.m. Saturday.

The team is 3-10-2 overall and 2-5-1 in SCIAC 
play.

Emmanuel Garibaldi Stevenson can be reached 
at emmanuel.garibaldistevenson@laverne.edu.

Jashelle Ranson

La Verne junior defender Christian Rios kicks the ball to teammates 
during Sunday’s game against UC Santa Cruz at Ortmayer Stadi-
um. The Leopards dropped the game to the Banana Slugs, 1-0. 

Leos thrash Panthers to mark home territory
Jack Janes
Staff Writer 

A strong performance by ju-
nior outside hitter Nalani Young 
propelled the Leopards to a 3-1 
win against Chapman on Tues-
day at the Frantz Athletic Court.

“We are in the second half 
of conference now and I think 
we really have to show what La 
Verne is all about,” Young said. 

Young had 17 kills, four ser-
vice aces and two blocks in the 
game.

The Leopards dominated set 
one, where they took a 5-0 lead 
and never looked back. Despite 
the Panthers’ efforts to stop the 
bleeding, the Leopards went 
on to score nine straight points 
in one stretch and the Panthers 

only mustered consecutive 
points once in the set. The Leop-
ards would go on to take set one, 
25-10.

The Panthers turned it around 
for set two and took advantage of 
some of the Leopards’ mistakes. 
La Verne led 13-8 but after six 
straight points by the Panthers, 
Chapman was in the lead. A 
timeout for the Leopards helped 
them settle down and take a 19-
16 lead, but the Panthers clawed 
back and won a nail-biter, 25-23, 
after rallying for three straight 
points to end it.

The Leopards got back on 
track in the third set and never 
trailed. With the help of four 
kills each from senior middle 
back Kari Esseff and freshman 
middle back Olivia Rueckert, 

the Leopards maintained control 
of the whole set. It would finish 
with six consecutive points by 
the Leopards, including back-to-
back aces by Young. The Leop-
ards won set three, 25-13. Esseff 
went on to have 12 kills in the 
game and Rueckert had 13 kills.

Rueckert has been solid all 
season for the Leopards as a 
freshman and her mindset in 
practice is paying off.

“Just that competitive drive 
that Jeff (Hendershot, head 
coach) has been talking about 
a lot and he showed us a Kobe 
Bryant video earlier which we 
should have incorporated in that 
second set and just finish the 
job,” Rueckert said.

In set four, the Leopards 
jumped out to an early 5-1 lead 

and, like set three, they never 
trailed. The Panthers fought hard 
and made it close as the largest 
deficit in the set was five points. 
Freshman outside hitter Mya 
Ray had four kills and a service 
ace in the fourth set, including 
the set and match-clinching kill. 
The Leopards won, 25-21, and 
clinched the match victory, 3-1. 
Ray ended the game with 14 
kills and two service aces.

“We just got out of our heads 
and just started playing more 
loose and comfortable,” Ray 
said. 

The Leopards also traveled to 
Eagle Rock and took down the 
Occidental Tigers, 3-1, on Oct. 
7.

These victories put the Leop-
ards on a three-game winning 

streak but it is still business as 
usual for the team.

“We are not too high on it be-
cause we are just trying to take it 
one game at a time,” Hendershot 
said.

The next match for the Leop-
ards is at 7 p.m. Friday against 
Caltech in the Braun Athletic 
Center in Pasadena. They will 
then continue on the road to 
matchup against Pomona-Pitzer 
at 2 p.m. Saturday, then on to the 
next with Whittier on Oct. 18 
before they head home to face 
Occidental again Oct. 21.

The Leopards are now 12-6 
overall and 6-3 in Southern Cal-
ifornia Intercollegiate Athletic 
Conference play. 

Jack Janes can be reached at 
jack.janes@laverne.edu.
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