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Liliana Castañeda
News Editor 

Deborah A. Miranda, author 
of “Bad Indians: A Tribal Mem-
oir” and this year’s selection for 
the One Book, One University 
series, gave a lecture at noon 
Wednesday in the Athletics Pa-
vilion.

The tents were packed with 
approximately 300 students, 
staff and faculty members at-
tending her lecture. Since the 
book is part of the FLEX, or 
First year Learning Experience, 
program, the University had 
many freshmen who were col-
lectively attending classes. 

“My book is being taught in 

several different schools, and 
it’s important because growing 
up I realized we did not really 
have many good representa-
tions,” Miranda said.

The memoir is a hybrid book 
as described by Miranda, which 
means that it contains a bunch of 
different literary elements and 
does not stick to the traditional 
elements of a memoir.

It includes poetry, archival 
news articles, bits of fiction 
mixed with memoir, a spiral 
timeline, and the experiences of 
other Native Americans. 

The book is focused on her 
struggles with her own identity 
as a Californian Indian and the 
generational trauma of having to 
rewrite her own family’s history 
as an individual and as a Native 
American.

“So one of the first lessons 
I surmised was that it was not 
all about me, it was about my 
ancestors,” Miranda said. “So 
there is this relationship that 
needs to happen between myself 
and the people that came before 
me. I found that for indigenous 
people telling a story really is a 
collaborative act, it’s not some-

Sarah Van Buskirk
Editor-in-Chief

After serving for more than 
11 years, Devorah Lieberman, 
the University of La Verne’s first 
female president, announced 
that she would retire in July. 

“When I came to the Univer-
sity of La Verne I discovered a 
university that in my opinion 
had the most beautiful mission 
of any institution I have ever 
worked at,” Lieberman said in 
an interview this week. 

“I have never loved an insti-
tution like I love the University 
of La Verne.”

Lieberman, who announced 
her retirement on Oct. 20 via 
email, said she hopes that she 
is leaving the University of La 
Verne as a better institution than 

when she arrived.  
During Lieberman’s time 

at the helm, the University has 
marked impressive accomplish-
ments, including some that have 
garnered national attention. 

Some of those include the 
creation of the La Verne Ex-
perience, a series of freshman 
through senior year mission- 
and community oriented classes 
unique to this University.  

The Center for Teaching and 
Learning, the Office of Civic 
and Community Engagement, 
and the Office for Diversity, Eq-
uity and Inclusion were all cre-
ated or expanded on her watch.

Shannon Capaldi, assistant 
vice president for strategy and 
implementation, said that Pres-
ident Lieberman’s warm per-
sonality has helped achieve the 

welcoming feeling characteristic 
of the University. 

“The opening of the Ludwick 
Center allows a physical space 
to represent that the University 
is a place where everyone can 
say they belong,” Capaldi add-
ed.

Additionally during Lieb-
erman’s tenure, the University 
became a designated Hispanic 
Serving Institution, maintained 
its accreditation via the West-
ern Association of Schools and 
Colleges, completed the 2020 
Strategic Vision and grew its 
endowment from $37 million to 
$151 million.

Paul Alvarez, professor of 
kinesiology and president of the 
Faculty Senate, said that Lieber-
man has brought positivity and 
energy to the campus and com-

munity, and that really shines 
through in her leadership and 
fundraising efforts.

“She became sort of a 
groundbreaker for us,” Alvarez 
said. 

President Lieberman said 
that her favorite memories of the 
University will always be the 
students, whom she says achieve 
more than they had originally 
imagined.

She said she is continually 
moved by the pride she sees in 
their families when they walk 
across the graduation stage.

She said she loves seeing 
them flourish during their time 
here and beyond. 

Vice President of Universi-
ty Advancement Sherri Mylott, 
who came to the University al-
most six years ago, said she took 

the job because of Lieberman.  
“The national leadership rep-

utation that Dr. Lieberman had 
made me say, ‘This is the person 
I want to work with.’” Mylott 
said.

Lieberman added: “I am the 
most proud of the students that 
are attracted to the Universi-
ty of La Verne … and graduate 
from the University of La Verne, 
and continue on to professional 
careers and personal lives that 
uplift their community and tru-
ly impact the world in positive 
ways.” 

Lieberman steps down on 
July 1, 2023, however she plans 
to stick around as needed to help 
orient the new president. 

Sarah Van Buskirk can be 
reached at sarah.vanbuskirk@
laverne.edu.
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ON The COver
Lightning and rain delays 

could not stop the Leopards 
from electrifying Ortmayer 
Stadium on Oct. 15 in a thrill-
ing yet prolonged Homecom-
ing football game that sparked 
their first win of the season, 
43-20, over Whittier. La Verne 
will continue its season with 
a road game at Cal Lutheran 
at 7 p.m. Saturday. / photo by 
Casi Martinez

Presentation sheds light on cultural history
Ramon Morales
Staff Writer

Anne Collier, curator for 
the University’s Cultural and 
Natural History Collections, 
delivered a presentation titled 
“Mapping a Cultural Geography 
from the Archaeological Stone 
Tool Collections in the Cultural 
& Natural History Collections,” 
Tuesday before University com-
munity members in the Quay 
Davis Executive Boardroom and 
on Zoom.

The presentation was part of 
a series designed to connect to 
and bring understanding of the 
University’s cultural history. 

Collier’s lecture was centered 

around stone tools that have 
been discovered locally and are 
now a part of the Collections.  

The Cultural and Natural 
History Collections at the Jae-
ger Museum at Second Street 
on the east side of the campus 
stores and preserves historical 
artifacts. 

Collier talked about the stone 
tool collections, their discovery, 
how they are stored, what they 
plan to do with them and how 
they want to share the stone col-
lections and the natural history 
in general. 

Collier brought stones from 
the Collections into the Board-
room and discussed their history 
and their distinct functions.

She shared more about the 
Collections via a PowerPoint 
presentation.  

She  talked about the impor-
tance of the Collections and of 
natural history itself. 

The stones and artifacts tell 
stories about people’s everyday 
lives, she said. 

Stone tools like the ones Col-
lier shared are among the oldest 
living artifacts from the people 
who came before us, she told the 
audience. 

Each collection has its own 
story: No matter where it was 
found, it has evolved with the 
rest of the world to the point 
where we are now able to learn 
about it through presentations 

like these, Collier said.
Throughout the presentation 

Collier acknowledged the im-
portance of remembering those 
who were here before us, how 
these artifacts may be connect-
ed to them and how we should 
respect them as such.

“The University attempts to 
honor the people from the land 
who owned it before us, the trib-
al people,” said Zandra Wagon-
er, University chaplain and as-
sistant professor of philosophy 
and religion, who attended the 
Tuesday presentation.

Collier emphasized that any-
one who wants to view the Col-
lections is welcome. 

“We’re very good about our 

outreach to the community,” 
Collier said.

“(Collier) knows the backsto-
ry of nearly every object in the 
museum, and we have close to 
100,000 objects,” added Felicia 
Beardsley, professor of anthro-
pology and director of the Cul-
tural and Natural History Col-
lections. 

The Jaeger Museum is open 
to visitors from 10:30 a.m. to 
1:30 p.m. Monday through 
Wednesday, and by appoint-
ment. For more information, 
email ulvcollections@laverne.
edu, or visit ulvcollections.org.

Ramon Morales can be 
reached at ramon.morales@ 
laverne.edu.

Lieberman plans to retire in July

Author considers 
representation

Continued on page 3
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Young voters embrace voting by mail
Kamila De La Fuente
Assistant Editor 

Californians now have the 
option to vote by mail for every 
election.

In an informal survey con-
ducted at the University of La 
Verne, 20 undergraduate stu-
dents were asked whether they 
vote in person, by mail – or at 
all. 

A majority, or 12 out of 20 
students, said they vote by mail,  
four of them said they vote in 
person while the remaining four 
either chose not to vote or were 
not yet old enough to vote. 

“I vote by mail because it’s 
easiest for me,” Scheradyn Hall, 
senior liberal arts major, said. 
“I’m able to make decisions 
with less societal pressure in the 
comfort of my own home with 
access to whatever resources I 
need to make an informed deci-
sion.”

Hall said she typically tries to 
vote with her parents, who give 
her an unbiased explanation of 
each proposition. 

“I also find dropping off my 
ballot at my nearest U.S. Postal 
Service or voting mailboxes in 

my area safer and more time-ef-
ficient than waiting in lines that 
will take the majority of the day 
to get through,” Hall said. 

Sophomore kinesiology ma-
jor Jonathan Saldivar agrees. 

“I vote by mail. I find it more 
accessible than traditional vot-
ing methods, particularly in a 
life post-pandemic,” Saldivar 
said.

In September of last year, 

California Gov. Gavin Newsom 
signed the law to make voting 
by mail a permanent option for 
all registered voters in the state, 
who receive mail-in ballots au-
tomatically in advance of every 
local, state and federal election. 

The law also calls for a vote-
by-mail tracking system acces-
sible to voters with disabilities. 
And it requires county election 
officials to permit any voter to 
cast a ballot using a certified 
remote accessible vote-by-mail 

system for any election.
According to the Center for 

Information and Research on 
Civic Learning and Engage-
ment, youth turnout was much 
higher in the 2020 election than 
in 2016.

Their report found that 52% 
to 55% of voting-eligible young 
people, ages 18-29, cast a ballot 
in the 2020 presidential election, 
compared to 42% to 44% in 

2016. This increase in turnout is 
due in large part to the availabil-
ity of alternative voting meth-
ods, the report found. In 2020, 
70% of young people voted by 
mail, early voting or absentee, 
while only 30% reported voting 
on Election Day, according to 
the report.  

“As states across our country 
continue to enact undemocratic 
voter suppression laws, Califor-
nia is increasing voter access, 
expanding voting options and 

bolstering elections integrity 
and transparency,” Newsom said 
in a press release after signing 
the automatic vote-by-mail law 
last year. 

Jason Neidleman, professor 
of political science, agrees that 
automatic vote-by-mail is good 
policy.

 “The United States has low 
voter participation, so making it 
more convenient to vote increas-

es voter participation,” Neidle-
man said.

Richard Gelm, professor of 
political science, said voting by 
mail actually dates back to the 
Civil War when soldiers mailed 
in ballots. The actual process of 
the average individual getting to 
vote by mail was through absen-
tee ballots. If you were absent 
from your home and polling 
place, you could request a bal-
lot for particular circumstances 
and mail that in on election day, 

as long as you justified your ab-
sence. 

“Sending everybody a ballot 
without requiring them to make 
an excuse that they’re not going 
to be home is far more demo-
cratic,” Gelm said. “If people 
want to go and vote in person, 
they’re still able to do that. Cer-
tainly, it makes logical sense that 
it would increase voter turnout 
(and) the evidence shows that it 
does.”

Gelm said he has been voting 
by mail since the 1980s. 

“The key is to get as many 
people as possible participating 
in a democracy, that is how the 
system works. So anything that 
makes it easier seems to me to 
make sense,” Gelm said. 

Gitty Amini, associate pro-
fessor of political science, said 
she was attached to voting in 
person. But after having no 
choice during the pandemic, she 
liked the convenience of voting 
by mail.  

The 2022 United States mid-
term elections will be held on 
Nov. 8. 

Kamila K. De La Fuente can be 
reached at kamila.delafuente@ 
laverne.edu.

New law calls for pay transparency and equity
Samira Felix
Staff Writer

A state law that goes into ef-
fect Jan. 1 will require employ-
ers to provide current employees 
with the pay scale for their po-
sitions, and companies will also 
need to post the salary ranges for 
all job postings. 

The new law, Senate Bill 
1162, authored by State Sen. 
Monique Limón, D-Santa Bar-
bara, was signed by Gov. Gavin 
Newsom in September. 

It  is an expansion of Senate 
Bill 973, passed in September 
2020.

Senate Bill 973 required  
employers with 100 or more 
employees to submit pay data 
reports to the California Civil 
Rights Department, formerly 
known as the Department of Fair 
Employment and Housing.

Under the new law, the Cal-
ifornia Civil Rights Department 
will be able to publicize aggre-
gate reports on an annual basis. 

And private employers with 
100 or more employees will be 
required to provide the median 
and mean hourly rate broken 
down by demographics, includ-
ing race ethnicity and sex,  with-
in each job category in their pay 
data report.  

The new law will also require 
private employers with 100 or 
more employees hired through 
labor contractors to provide sep-
arate pay data reports for those 
employees. 

Sen. Connie M. Leyva, 
D-Chino, a co-author of the bill, 
explained that although the 2020 
law was an important step, it did 
not require this information to 
be publicly available. 

With SB 1162, pay data re-
ports will be available to the 
public, which will allow any 
disparities regarding pay equity 
to come to light, Leyva said. 

“Sometimes it’s about taking 
incremental steps, sometimes 
it’s about changing perception, 
sometimes it’s about creating a 

narrative,” Leyva said. “And this 
will help make sure that people 
know that there are pay dispar-
ities because people say all the 
time ‘there is no pay disparities 
anymore, women get paid the 
same as men’ and frankly it is 
not true.”

Andrea Amavisca, a legisla-
tive aide for Sen. Dave Cortese, 
D-San Jose, also co-author of 
the bill, said the goal of SB 1162 
is to benefit women and minori-
ties, who have been historically 
paid inequitable wages. 

Employers will also be re-
quired to provide an employee, 
upon request, the pay scale for 
the position they are in.

Employers will need to main-
tain records of a job title and 
wage-rate history for each em-
ployee for a certain amount of 
time. 

“Anything that can make 
things more transparent, so that 
we can see the inequities and 
correct them a lot faster, I think 
ultimately it is going to be good 

for everybody regardless of 
which side of the employment 
equation that you are on,” said 
Sharon K. Davis, professor of 
sociology.

Companies with 15 or more 
employees will be required to 
provide the pay scale for a posi-
tion in any job posting under the 
pending law. 

“It will be easier for appli-
cants, men and women, to know 
what the salary range is, and it 
will hold employers account-
able,” Leyva said. “They will 
have to be more honest and 
more transparent.”

Also under SB 1162, em-
ployers who fail to report the 
required information on the 
pay data report will have a civil 
penalty of $100 imposed by the 
court.

Employees will also have the 
ability to seek civil action if they 
believe their employer has bro-
ken the law. 

Connie M. Leyva added that 
SB 1162 was difficult to get off 

the Senate floor and off the As-
sembly floor. 

She said that she believes that 
if there were more severe conse-
quences for employers who vio-
lated the law it would have not 
gotten to the Governor’s desk.

“Unfortunately there is no 
hammer so to speak, but my 
hope would be that there is an-
other bill that gets signed into 
law that creates a consequence,” 
Leyva said. 

Amavisca said that the bill is 
very powerful, but there is still a 
lot that needs to be done in order 
to dismantle the barriers that are 
in place for women and minori-
ties.

“It is a step in the right direc-
tion,” Davis said. “It is our first 
in our journey towards equity, 
equality and justice in terms of 
salary and pay.” 

For more information on 
Senate Bill 1162, visit leginfo.
legislature.ca.gov. 

Samira Felix can be reached 
at samira.felix@laverne.edu.

thing we can do on our own.”
She said she researched many 

archives and was disheartened to 
find that they were written from 
only the colonizers’ perspectives 
so she set out to find people who 
could tell the story best, which 
was her own community.

She gathered stories her fa-
ther, and grandfather told her as 
well as documented information 
from her ancestor Isabel Mead-
ows. The name of the book orig-
inated after Miranda found that 
many headlines referred to Na-
tive Americans as “Bad Indians” 

and harmful rhetoric of unintel-
ligence and cunning behaviors.

Isabel Meadows worked with 
J.P. Harrington, an ethnologist 
from the Smithsonian Museum, 
until her death to record her 
knowledge, stories and beliefs 
within her Californian Native 
American tribe called Esselen.

Meadows is still not recog-
nized as the author of the in-
formation that she contributed 
to the museum in the online ar-
chives. Instead, they are credited 
to Harrington. This is something 
Miranda says that she is still 

fighting for, to give her ancestor 
the credit that she deserves.

“I’m sure the ratio here is 
mostly Hispanic and not so 
much indigenous, so I feel like 
bringing people into talk allows 
for more perspectives,” Justyn 
Velazquez, freshman psycholo-
gy major said.

Velazquez said that he relat-
ed to the book because he also 
struggles to find a balance be-
tween his Mexican and Ameri-
can heritage and that it resonat-
ed with him that Miranda  was 
open about having an identity 

conflict of that sort as well. He 
said that he feels like he has to 
choose which culture to invest 
more time in.

“The One Book, One Univer-
sity program grew out of the de-
sire for our first-year students to 
share in a common experience, 
and that common experience 
has grown over the years,” said 
Josh Jensen, assistant professor 
of writing. “It is now a tradi-
tion for our students to have an 
opportunity to engage with the 
One Book author in a way that’s 
meaningful.”

Hilarie Kelly, adjunct profes-
sor of sociology and anthropol-
ogy, said that the books that are 
chosen for One Book tend to be 
widely accessible, not academic. 
She said they will relate to some-
thing that students have learned 
in high school or college. 

“They are books that can in-
fluence thinking,” Kelly said. 
“They are the kind of books that 
oftentimes important policy-
makers are reading.”

Liliana Castañeda can be 
reached at liliana.castaneda@
laverne.edu.

Memoir...
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‘I vote by mail ... I’m able to make decisions with less societal 
pressure in the comfort of my own home with access to 

whatever resources I need to make an informed decision.’ 
—Scheradyn Hall, senior liberal arts major



Neidenne Arevalo
Staff Writer  

Around 20 people gathered 
at the Ludwick Center Sacred 
Space on Monday to learn about 
and participate in a Diwali Cel-
ebration. 

Diwali is a Hindu religious 
festival known as the festival of 
lights. The festival, which tradi-
tionally lasts five days between 
mid-October and mid-Novem-
ber, is one of the most important 
festivals within Hinduism.

Chairs were set up inside the 
Ludwick Center Sacred Space 
for a presentation, and outside 
three different activities were 
laid out with food and drinks.

Participants who gathered 
took part in several activities in-
cluding setting up string lights, 
preparing oil lamps, and creat-
ing a rangoli.  

A rangoli is a colorful pattern 
decoration that can be made out 
of grain, lentils, flowers, differ-
ent pigments, and other materi-
als on the floor or table tops as 
a sign of welcoming to God and 
good luck. 

The event began with Vinaya 
Tripuraneni, dean of libraries 
and learning commons, giving 
a brief presentation on what ex-
actly Diwali is. 

“Being able to share Diwali 
brings back a lot of memories,” 
Tripuraneni said. “Celebrating 
the festival… brings me im-
mense joy.”

Tripuraneni’s presentation 
explained how Diwali is cel-
ebrated in different regions of 
India, with different traditions 
throughout the celebration. 

“The more you know, and the 
more you learn, the closer we all 
become as a community,” Tripu-
raneni said. 

Using the Ludwick Center 
Sacred Space is a way for stu-
dents familiar, or not, with any 
given celebration, culture or 
religion to get information and 

come together in unity. 
Zandra Wagoner, university 

chaplain and assistant profes-
sor of philosophy and religion, 
helped coordinate the event. 

“It’s important to me that 
students, faculty and staff know 
that we are an interfaith campus 
that anyone with any worldview 
they have is welcomed here,” 
Wagoner said. “Events like this 
are not only an opportunity for 
someone within the tradition to 
celebrate or honor that tradition, 
but it is also educational and ex-
periential for people who maybe 
did not grow up with that tra-

dition but can learn something 
about it and build some empathy 
across these differences.”

An event like the one held for 
Diwali is made by collaborating 
with those who want to celebrate 
a holy day and figuring out how 
they would like to celebrate it. 

Wagoner collaborates with 
those who want to celebrate and 
all the offices that help bring the 
event together.

Communicating with the 
campus community is very im-
portant in spreading the word 
about the event. 

“It’s a way to contribute to La 

Verne’s sense of inclusion, be-
longing and sharing the different 
ways in which we make mean-
ing in this life,” Wagoner said. 

Tejas Nair, freshman busi-
ness administration major, heard 
about the event through the 
email sent out by Student Infor-
mation. 

“I have a personal connec-
tion with the event held today 
because I am Hindu, and I cel-
ebrate this at home,” Nair said. 
“This is one of my favorite fes-
tivals to participate in out of a 
couple other festivals we cele-
brate.” 

Tripuraneni’s presentation 
described Diwali as a festival of 
lights that celebrates light over 
darkness, good over evil and the 
human ability to overcome. 

“It’s amazing to see our Uni-
versity pay focus to appreciate 
different cultures and religions 
and get people involved,” Nair 
said. “My previous college did 
not offer experiences and events 
like this so for that I’m extreme-
ly grateful University of La 
Verne does.”

Neidenne Arevalo can be 
reached at neidenne.arevalo@
laverne.edu.
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LVLifeLife
Students gather to celebrate Diwali

Kim Toth

University of La Verne Librarian Vinaya Tripuraneni lights diyas, 
traditional oil lamps, on a rangoli, a decoration drawn on the floor 
to bring good luck, Monday at the Ludwick Center Sacred Space. 

The rangoli was decorated by students at the annual celebration of 
Diwali, a festival of lights celebrated by Hindus, Sikhs and Jains 
worldwide.

Restaurant Review 

Warehouse surpasses Red Devil for best pizza
Anabel Martinez
Managing Editor 

Warehouse and Red Devil 
pizza are two La Verne favor-
ites, both within two miles of 
the University of La Verne. With 
convenience and other things 
both have to boast – between the 
two – it all comes down to which 
spot offers the better pizza. 

I reviewed the two based on 
the dining experience, pizza 
crust, cheese pull, and flavor.

Warehouse Pizza, on D Street 
and Bonita Avenue, is just a 
five-minute walk from almost 
any part of ULV campus. This 

spot only accepts cash, so be 
sure to remember to bring cash 
or use the ATM machine inside. 

Red Devil is a little farther, on 
Foothill Boulevard and Wheeler 
Avenue – a six-minute drive.

Both menus offer all the clas-
sic toppings for guests to build 
their own pizza. Warehouse 
offers sandwiches, salads, spa-
ghetti, and savory sides like 
cheesy bread and garlic twists. 
Red Devil offers about the same, 
but with pasta dishes added to 
the list.

Though Warehouse is known 
for its pizza, its sandwiches are 
also popular among customers. 

Alicia Jimenez, Fontana res-
ident and Warehouse regular, 
said the turkey avocado bacon 
sandwich is her go-to order be-
cause it is simply delicious. 

Inside Warehouse are old-
school games like Pac-Man and 
a Beatles-themed pinball ma-
chine for people to play after 
stuffing their faces. It is defi-
nitely family-friendly, with long 
tables for big groups to sit at. 
I prefer a booth or something 
more secluded, so the seating 
situation was not my favorite but 
not a big deal. 

Now, it all comes down to the 
pizza.

Served fresh out of the oven, 
Warehouse’s pizza crust is light 
and airy but fluffy and thick, 
while the center is a lot thinner. 
It can be difficult to grab your-
self a slice as all the cheese and 
toppings slide off, but it has a 
nice cheese pull and flavor. 

For some, the flavor makes 
up for losing all your toppings, 
which I can agree with.

“We’ve been coming here for 
a while, and this is the best pizza 
I’ve ever had,” Alicia’s nephew 
Joaquin Jimenez said. “I don’t 
care if the cheese and all the top-
pings fall off. It’s that good.”

Sofia Rodriguez, server at 

Warehouse, said their most pop-
ular orders are classic pepper-
oni pizzas with a side of garlic 
bread.

I ordered a pepperoni and 
sausage on one half and pine-
apple and ham on the other that 
came packed with toppings. I 
appreciated how generous Ware-
house was with their toppings, 
and they were all extremely 
mouth-watering. 

I enjoyed how surprisingly 
not-so-greasy the pizza was, es-
pecially with how loaded it was.

If you are a fan of pineapple 
on your pizza like myself, you 

Continued on page 7
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‘Dracula’

The University of La 
Verne Department of The-
atre Arts will show a stage 
adaptation of “Dracula” at 
the Dailey Theatre on cam-
pus. 

The show opens at 7 
p.m. Friday.

There will also be per-
formances at 7 p.m. Satur-
day and 4 p.m. Sunday.

For tickets or more in-
formation, visit eventbrite.
com/e/dracula-t ickets- 
428815066407.

Dia De Los 
Muertos

A Dia de Los Muertos 
celebration will take place 
from 5 p.m. to 8 p.m. Satur-
day in Shelton Park at West 
Bonita Avenue and Har-
vard Avenue in Claremont. 

There will be live music, 
vendors, and food. Ana-
maria De La Cruz will per-
form from 5 to 8 p.m. on 
the Shelton Park stage. 

The event is free and 
open to the public.

Read-A-Thon
Cafe Con Libros Press 

will host its first annual 
Read-A-Thon in honor of 
the non-profit’s fifth anni-
versary starting at 11:30 
a.m. Saturday and continu-
ing to 1:30 a.m. Sunday, at 
280 W. Second Street in 
Pomona. 

The event will fea-
ture vendors, workshops, 
games, a midnight open 
mic, a costume contest, 
prizes, raffles, food, drinks 
and live music.

Tickets are $30 per per-
son.

Kids under 8 are free. 
For tickets and more in-

formation, visit eventbrite.
com/e/cafe-con-l ibros-
pre s s - 5th -ann iver sa -
ry-read-a-thon-tickets- 
436435419087.

Sunset 
Rollercoaster

Goldenvoice presents 
Sunset Rollercoaster, a pop 
band, which will perform 
at 8 p.m today at the Fox 
Theater at 301 S. Garey Av-
enue, in Pomona. 

Tickets are $22 to $25. 
Doors open at 7 p.m. 
For more information 

visit foxpomona.com.
—Kamila K. De La Fuente

HAppenings

Alex G was a “Blessing” in dis-
guise with the thundering singing 
of devoted fans on Sunday at the 

Glass House in Pomona.
Alex G is a multi-instrumentalist most 

known for his lo-fi pop tracks but vastly 
under-appreciated for his intense mid-
western rock-influenced sound. The back-
drop on stage was that of Alex G’s new 
album, “God Save the Animals.” 

Colorful birds perched on tree branch-
es and a blue cloudy sky made up the al-
bum art, which set the tone for what was 
to come later in the concert. 

The opener of the show was Australian 
indie rock musician Hatchie. Her set last-
ed about 45 minutes and was composed 
of synths and kickdrums making the ‘80s 
synth-pop revival even more so apparent 
in the alternative genre.

The music felt like a glittery disco ball 
with the way in which the chorus tied 
songs together, and the synthesizer would 
come in and out of focus in the music. 

Her song “Disenchanted” from her 
most recent album “Giving the World 
Away,” had an ethereal feel about it be-
cause of the whispered lyrics and intense 
reverb of her mic and of the guitars. 

The energy in the venue was relaxed 
and people swayed in unison to the mel-
low songs she would play but soon would 
begin headbanging to the intense guitar 
when it popped out of nowhere.

As her set ended and she played her 

last song, Hatchie acknowledged that she 
had never seen a crowd as engaged and 
energetic as the one at The Glass House 
that night. 

The audience quickly grew excited as 
they saw the musicians begin to set up for 
Alex G and his band. 

The venue was full of excited chatter 
about Alex G and the anticipation to see 
him. 

Some praised his most recent album 
and some argued which song they thought 
was his best.

On stage performing with him was 
Tom Kelly on drums, Samuel Acchione 
on guitar and some vocals, and on bass.

One of the first songs he performed 
was “Runner” from his most recent album 
and with the catchy chorus and immedi-
ately recognizable guitar riff. The crowd 
blew up in cheers and sang along to the 
first lines. 

The song simultaneously sounded mel-
ancholic and jolly-like, the minor piano 
notes contrasting the simple guitar strums 
that created a conflicting ball of emotions.

Alex G continued to perform his most 
energetic songs, and encouraged people 
to begin crowd surfing, tossing drinks into 
the pit, and pulling each other into a wave 
making a mosh pit. 

After every few songs, there was a mo-
ment of adjusting the instruments, and 
because his set was so diverse in pedal 
and mic settings and even the tonality of 

songs, it felt like there was a different art-
ist every few songs. 

There was a stark and obvious differ-
ence in sound. He would switch suddenly 
from an acoustic song to a heavily auto-
tuned song. His voice remained consis-
tent throughout, however, with his soft 
throaty voice.

There were a lot of great songs the 
crowd swayed and jumped to from 
his 2019 “House of Sugar” album like 
“Hope” and “Gretel.”

“Hope” was a melancholic song about 
a fentanyl overdose that made almost ev-
ery single person bob their heads and sing 
in unison to the lyrics, “He was a good 
friend of mine, he died.” 

The abrupt ending to that song made it 
seem like it was a symbol for the abrupt 
ending of that person’s life.

The studio version of some of his 
music, like the songs mentioned before, 
sounded very tame. However in the ven-
ue, the guitars were amplified and so were 
the bass lines, giving the music much 
more power and energy.

The concert ended with one of his most 
popular songs, “Harvey.” Even as people 
walked out of the doors when the song 
was over the enthusiasm and excitement 
part of the crowd were still palpable. 

For more information on his tour, visit 
sandyalexg.com.

Liliana Castañeda can be reached at 
liliana.castaneda@laverne.edu.

Alex G performs

‘Miracles’ on stage
by Liliana Castañeda

photography by 
Natalie Medrano

Alex G plays the guitar as he performs music from his 
most recent album, “God Save the Animals,” as well as 

music from older albums like “House of Sugar” and 
“Rocket,” Sunday at the Glass House in Pomona.
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University of La Verne staff 
and faculty introduced “An Art-
ful Reframing,” a collaborative 
effort to reflect on the Univer-
sity’s history and shine a light 
on previously underrepresented 
voices, before about 25 com-
munity members in the Campus 
Center Ballroom Monday, with 
19 more who joined via Zoom.

“An Artful Reframing” dis-
plays art paired with research 
to express a more in-depth look 
into the history of the Universi-
ty. Participants in this multifac-
eted project include academic 
researchers, artists and others 
who plan to share various aca-
demic papers and artistic works 
to show the diversity in the Uni-
versity’s heritage and identity.

The project includes research 
by Allyson Brantley, assistant 
professor of history; Niki Elliott, 
professor of education; Sylvia 
Mac, associate professor of edu-
cation; Benjamin Jenkins, assis-
tant professor of history; Felicia 
Beardsley, professor of anthro-
pology; Anne Collier, curator of 
the Cultural and Natural History 
Collections; Placido Gomez, as-
sociate dean for academic affairs 
for the College of Law; Elaine 
Padilla, associate professor of 
philosophy and religion; Al 
Clark, professor of humanities; 
Jon Hall, La Verne alumnus and 
historian; and Jason Neidleman, 
professor of political science.

The project committee in-
cludes Juan Regalado, chief 
student affairs officer; Dion 
Johnson, director of art galler-
ies and professor of art and art 
history; Aracely Gutierrez, di-
rector of Title III Grant and First 
Generation and Peer Mentoring 
programs; Raúl Pérez, assistant 
professor of sociology; Zandra 

Wagoner, University chaplain 
and assistant professor of reli-
gion; Brantley, Burrel, Clark, 
Jenkins, and Neidleman.

“This is a moment for us to 
look at our own history,” Uni-
versity President Devorah Lieb-
erman said during the Monday 
event. “It’s time for us as a Uni-
versity to look back at our own 
institutional beliefs and to ques-
tion what’s fact... what’s false, 
what’s right, what’s wrong.”

Lieberman reminded the au-
dience that the University, orig-
inally affiliated with the Church 
of the Brethren, holds current 
values and beliefs that were first 
embedded in the church.

“The heritage of our institu-
tion reflects the legacy of both 
exclusion and inclusion of rac-
ism and anti-racism,” Neidle-
man said.

Niedleman said to do such a 
rigorous reflection of any insti-
tution with history that includes 
trails of marginalization and 
white supremacy will be diffi-
cult.

Lieberman said it is our mor-
al responsibility to have these 
difficult conversations anyway.

Neidleman led the conversa-
tion about how “An Artful Re-
framing” can provide a platform 
to have these conversations 
and explained how the research 
would fit in context to this proj-
ect, which is funded by a grant 
from the Network for Vocation 
in Undergraduate Education.

His presentation emphasized 
the definitions of “history” and 
“heritage.” He also listed the 
members and titles of the re-
search contributing to this proj-
ect.

“Our hope is to recover some 
voices and perspectives that 
may have been previously ne-
glected or suppressed,” Neidle-
man said. “And to consider the 
reasons these voices and per-
spectives have been neglected or 
suppressed.”

Neidleman said the goal of 
the “Reframing” is not to warp 
the University’s history in any 
way. The goal is to simply tell 
ULV’s story in a way that is 
more inclusive of groups that 
are a part of our history but over-
looked.

For example, Mac and El-
liot’s “Am I good enough to be 
here? A photovoice project doc-
umenting voices of differently 
abled students at ULV” will doc-
ument the increase in enrollment 
of students with disabilities or 
neurodivergence, writing them 
into ULV’s history. 

Alexandra Burrel, chief of 
the Diversity and Inclusion Of-
fice, said she led a few focus 
groups to hear from a large de-
mographic of students, alumni 
and Board of Trustees members 
about their La Verne experience.

Artist Kyoco Taniyama’s ki-
netic sound sculpture “Sound 
from the Golden Age” is cur-
rently on display in the West 
Gallery in the Campus Center. 
Taniyama’s sculpture is an hom-
age to the workers in the citrus 
industry. Her work is part of 
the “Artful Reframing” exhibit 
in the West Gallery which runs 
through Friday. / photo by Kim 
Toth

“One of the questions that 
we asked within the focus group 
was, ‘Where do you see yourself 
being a part of this community, 
and a part of the heritage and the 
culture moving forward?,’” Bur-
rel said. “To hear some of the 
words, to hear some of the de-
scriptions that were given, and 
the experiences that they tied to 
that brought a new light for me.”

“An Artful Reframing” in-
corporates art into this effort, an 
idea brought up by Burrel. Art 
often integrates culture, history 
and heritage, and the “Refram-
ing” committee agreed it was the 
perfect blend. 

Johnson is overseeing the art 
aspect of the project and intro-

duced the different exhibits that 
will be displayed throughout the 
year.

“It is a four-part series creat-
ing artifacts sometimes through 
the form of written research and 
others which may include pho-
tography and other elements,” 
Johnson said. “Each exhibition 
will have one visual artist.”

The West Gallery, located 
on the Campus Center’s second 

floor, will display the artist and 
researcher in collaboration.

Currently on display is an art 
piece by Japanese artist Kyoco 
Taniyama, which appreciates 
citrus industry workers in the 
surrounding La Verne Areas. 
The sculpture consists of wood-
en crates created by the artist, a 
map surrounding La Verne, and 
a gramophone record player.
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La Verne reflects on its artful past

Kim Toth

Associate Professor of History Allyson Brantley’s research proj-
ect, “Which Roads Lead to an HSI?: The Palomares Colonia, De-
mographic Shifts and the Transformation of the University of La 
Verne,” is currently on display in the West Gallery in the Campus 
Center. Brantley’s research focuses on the Latinx community’s sig-
nificant contributions to the University’s history. Her work is part 
of the “Artful Reframing” exhibit in the West Gallery that runs 
through Friday.

Vincent Matthew Franco
Arts Editor 

In association with the “Wel-
come Here!” exhibition showing 
in the Harris Gallery, the depart-
ment of art and art history held 
an artist’s talk featuring Arnold 
Turnstall, photographer and art 
director at the University Gal-
leries at Myers School of Art in 
Akron, Ohio, and one of the 16 
artists in the show that closed 
this week. 

About 30 community mem-
bers attend Tuesday in the Cam-
pus Center Ballroom.

Turnstall took to the podium 
with a slideshow featuring pho-
tos he has taken throughout his 
career. The first set consisted 
of photos from his time in New 
York as a college student, which 
he made to look like antique 
photography.

Turnstall said he liked this 
approach because the pictures 
looked as if they were taken in 

the 1940s. He said he used what 
he described as cheap plastic 
throw-away cameras from the 
1960s to create the images at 
that time.

“I just keep… photographing 
American pop culture and look-
ing at who we are as a country,” 
he said. “And I find it oftentimes 
frustrating and funny and infuri-
ating and sad – kind of all at the 
same time.”

The first picture shown in 
this series was of a blank mar-
quee with an extravagant red 
sign on top that read “America.” 
He went on to explain where and 
why he snapped the picture. 

He said it was right around 
the time that George W. Bush 
was elected as president of the 
U.S. and the blank, sad-looking 
marquee was a perfect represen-
tation of the country at that time. 

The fascination Turnstall had 
with these cameras was short-
lived, he said, mostly because he 
had such limited control over the 

process. As an artist who needs 
to be as hands-on as possible, 
Turnstall made the switch to a 
Mamiya camera. 

“As an artist I like making 
things, and oftentimes people, 
especially now, don’t think about 
photography as an act of physi-
cally making an object,” Turn-
stall said. “It’s like this thing that 
you do on your phone.”

Like many photographers and 
artists in general, being hands-
on from start to finish is key to 
their creative process. Shooting 
pictures on an analog camera, as 
Turnstall does, is a prime exam-
ple of that. He goes as far as not 
even scanning his prints once 
he has gone through the photo-
chemistry of developing them in 
a darkroom. Instead, he snaps a 
picture of them when needed to, 
like for this presentation.  

Turnstall shared the excite-
ment he has for shooting the 
film and the anticipation of not 
knowing if the shot he was hop-

ing for is good until the picture 
is processed.  

He said he is inspired by pho-
tographers such as Robert Frank 
and Walker Evans, who were 
both responsible for showing 
different sides of America in the 
1920s and 1930s. 

Frank, who was a Swiss pho-
tographer, shot photos as an 
outsider looking into America 
while Evans, an American, was 
shooting scenes of the Great De-
pression in American farmlands 
as an American.

Turnstall does a wonderful 
job of documenting the outland-
ish characteristics and monu-
ments of Americans and human 
beings as well. 

Turnstall said he asks him-
self what an alien or someone 
100 years from now would find 
interesting, and he photographs 
what he thinks that would be. 

As he scrolled through his 
presentation, one showed tour-
ists lined up with life-sized 

metal chimpanzees –  and one 
of the chimps was posed on the 
floor with its arm reaching out to 
look as if it were crying out for 
help. Only a few feet behind this 
scene was an actual chimpanzee 
enclosure.

Other themes in his pictures 
ranged from lettering to reflec-
tions on storefront windows, 
some times all at once. 

“I’m just obsessed with text 
and fonts and those choices,” 
Turnstall said, adding that he 
studied graphic design in col-
lege. 

Growing up in the later years 
of the 20th century in Ohio, 
Turnstall lived in an area that he 
believed most accurately depict-
ed the American Dream. 

“That’s … really kind of 
fake,” he said. “So I always want 
to continue to question ‘what is 
America?’” 

Vincent Matthew Franco can 
be reached at vincent.franco@
laverne.edu.

Photographer reconsiders American dream
Continued on page 7
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Staff Writer

Vibrant colored walls, paint-
ings, ofrendas, photos and 
sculptures made up the Ontario 
Museum of History and Art’s 
24th Dia de Los Muertos exhib-
it, “Cempasúchil: Instruments of 
the Wind.”

Dia de Los Muertos is a tra-
ditional Mexican holiday that 
celebrates the dead through of-
rendas, which are decorated of-
ferings like candles, flowers and 
food that are thought to draw 
the spirits of deceased ancestors 
back to their loved ones. It is 
celebrated on Nov. 1 and Nov. 2. 

This year’s exhibition fo-
cuses on the Cempasúchil, also 
known as the marigold flower 
and how it relates to the tradi-
tions of Dia de Los Muertos. 

The Cempasúchil, a bright 
orange and yellow colored 
flower, is believed to illumi-
nate the night so that spirits do 
not get lost during their journey. 
The museum related the Cem-
pasúchil to music because they 
both draw people in. 

Leslie S. Matamoros, curator 
of exhibitions at the museum 
said they wanted to explore the 
origins of Dia de Los Muertos, 
so they asked artists to think 
about the Cempasúchil while 
creating their artwork. 

“We asked the artists to think 
about the Cempasúchil and oth-
er symbols like the humming-
bird and the butterfly so you will 
see a lot of that imagery in the 
pieces in the exhibit,” Matam-
oros said. 

Upon walking in, guests are 
greeted with a vibrant yellow 
wall, on the right side of the 
room there is the “Instruments 
of the Wind Community Instal-
lation.” Visitors are allowed to 
sit under the wind chimes that 
were created by the community 
to reflect on memories of loved 
ones. 

Along the walls of the first 
room was art made with differ-
ent materials like fabric, paper 
mache, acrylic paint, watercolor, 
and digital illustrations. 

In the exhibition’s second 
room, the walls are bright colors 
that showcase various artists. 

As guests walk in, they are 
able to see an orange wall with 
the name of the exhibition and 
eight pieces of artwork that 
feature the cempasúchil, skulls, 
butterflies, a dog, a kitchen and 
a skeleton.

54 artists participated in this 
year’s exhibition. Jessica Cruz, 
returning artist featured in the 
second room, said she knew she 
wanted to incorporate music into 
her piece “Music is Life itself” 
when she found out the theme 
was the Cempasúchil.  

“I wanted to involve music 
because I wanted people to re-
member their loved ones by the 
music they listen to, whether it’s 
a certain scent or a smell you are 
quick to conjure up a memory 
from just a piece of music or 
your favorite food,” Cruz said. 
“I think memory and giving it 
a platform for some people to 
remember their loved ones and 
keep that memory alive definite-
ly helps them find the joy within 
death even though they are still 
grieving.”

The third room of the ex-
hibition had blue, yellow and 
cream-colored walls, was filled 
with different types of artwork, 
sculptures and two ofrendas. 

The first ofrenda is by the 
SNHS Rancho Cucamonga High 
School. It is a traditionally dec-
orated ofrenda with photographs 
in honor of celebrities who have 
passed away like Jenni Rivera, 
Selena Quintanilla and Frida 
Kahlo. 

The second ofrenda, “Re-
membering the Hearts of Uval-
de” is by artist Marylucille 
Nunez-Delira honoring the 21 
lives lost in the Uvalde, Tex-
as school shooting tragedy that 
happened on May 24. 

It is decorated with cem-
pasúchil flowers, tamales, con-
chas, candles, skulls, and school 
supplies. The wall above is dec-
orated with 22 flaming hearts 
surrounding a centerpiece with 
22 butterflies and 22 roses. 

Marrisa Kucheck, director of 

museum arts and culture, said 
she understands that ofrendas 
are oftentimes personal, but she 
wanted to give artists a space 
where everyone could grieve. 

“There is so much collective 
grief that we as a society have 
experienced over the last few 
years, so I think it is important to 
have a space for that collective 
grief,” Kucheck said. 

The installation of the exhibi-
tion takes up to three and a half 
weeks. 

“Everyone is really in-
volved,” Samantha Herrera, as-
sistant curator at the museum, 
said. “We are all in there at some 
point doing all this work to cre-
ate this exhibit to really give 
them an experience and not just 
that, but to liven up everyone’s 
work to look like ‘a million 
bucks’ once you put that lighting 

on it it’s just perfect.”
Matamoros said she thinks 

the exhibition shows the cultural 
beauty of Dia de Los Muertos, 
not only visually, but emotional-
ly because they are asking peo-
ple to do something that might 
not feel natural to them. 

“Instead of grieving to cele-
brate them, you’re honoring and 
embracing them in color, vibrant 
flowers, with food and music,” 
Matamoros said. “I know this 
might be foreign to others, but 
to ask them to look at death in 
a different way that is what I en-
joy and I think that is what the 
exhibit kind of teaches visitors 
to do.”

Herrera said she hopes the 
exhibition teaches visitors about 
Dia de Los Muertos and how it 
is about celebrating a person’s 
life and not death. 

“I think it does a really good 
job of bringing people in who 
are maybe not very familiar 
with it,” said Natalie Komuro, 
continuum of Care Manager at 
the Ontario Community Life 
and Culture Agency. “I think it 
teaches people what Dia de los 
Muertos means to people who 
celebrate it.”

“Cempasúchil: Instruments 
of the Wind’’ will be on display 
through Nov. 27. The Ontario 
Museum of History and Art is 
located at 225 S. Euclid Ave. Ad-
mission is free and open to the 
public on Thursday from noon 
to 8 p.m. and Friday through 
Sunday from noon to 4 p.m. 

For more information visit, 
ontariomuseum.org/curren-
texhibitions. 

Samira Felix can be reached 
at samira.felix@laverne.edu.
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Art highlights Dia De Los Muertos

Monica Thaller’s piece “Celebration of Trans-
formation” is on display at the annual Dia de Los 
Muertos exhibition, “Cempasúchil: Instruments 

of the Wind,” at the Ontario Museum of History 
and Art. The theme of this year’s exhibit is the 
Mexican marigold, cempasúchil.

Camille C.Nan

Artful past...
Continued from page 6

The sculpture is paired with 
Brantley’s research project titled 
“Which Roads Lead to an HSI? 
The Palomares Colonia, Demo-
graphic Shifts, and the Transfor-
mation of the University of La 
Verne.” 

Her research aims to spot-
light Latinx voices to grasp 
how the University of La Verne 
came to be a Hispanic-serving 
institution. A short excerpt from 
Brantley’s research is displayed 
showcasing a bit of the histo-
ry of Hispanic influence in La 
Verne. The display on the wall 
focuses on Roman Morales, an 
alumnus who graduated from 
La Verne College in 1956. His 
family moved to the La Verne 
area in hopes of finding a job in 
the citrus industry. Brantley de-
scribes his story and the immi-

gration of other Mexican-Amer-
ican families. 

Taniyama’s sculpture incor-
porates maps of La Verne during 
that time period. It encompasses 
what La Verne was like during 
the time that Brantley focused 
on in her research.

In an effort to further share 
the research projects in collabo-
ration with “An Artful Refram-
ing,” the spring 2023 faculty 
lecture series will present one 
of the participating works every 
Tuesday at noon in the Quay 
Davis Executive Boardroom, as 
well as three during the remain-
der of this fall semester.

Anabel Martinez can be 
reached at anabel.martinez2@
laverne.edu.

Edith Gomez can be reached 
at edith.gomez@laverne.edu.

Pizza...
Continued from page 4

have to try Warehouse’s ham 
and pineapple combo. It was 
juicy and packed with flavor in 
every bite without making the 
bread soggy. This might be the 
best I have tried. 

However, Warehouse Pizza 
has some serious competition – 
Red Devil Pizza.

Red Devil’s interior feels a 
bit more modern and as a col-
lege student myself, I can see 
myself spending Friday nights 
here much more than I would at 
Warehouse. 

Red Devil offers intimate, 
cozy booths which I love. 

Their crust is all-around 
thicker than Warehouse’s, not 
reaching deep dish levels but 
close. I ordered the same top-
pings at Red Devil – pepperoni 
with sausage and pineapple with 
ham – and as delicious as they 
were, Warehouse has better taste 
and quality. 

The cheese was a bit thick-
er, which I was not the biggest 
fan of as it felt heavier, but the 
toppings did not slide right off 

which I will say is a score for 
Red Devil.

Red Devil’s pizza is a bit 
greasier, but I would still defi-
nitely come here again as their 
food was still one of the better 
pizza spots I’ve tried.

I did not get the chance to 
try the pasta, but Loryn Harvey, 
server at Red Devil, did let me in 
on a little secret.

“I’ve been making the pastas 
for years now and I actually am 
trying to get one of my pastas 
on the menu,” Harvey said. “So 
I’ve been talking to (the owner), 
and it might come out on the 
menu soon.”

Her hopefully new addition 
to the menu includes fettuccine 
with chicken, garlic parmesan, 
parsley, red pepper, olive oil, 
and butter – all the good stuff.

Harvey also said their most 
popular pizza is Joey’s Special 
but also recommends a classic 
mini cheese pizza.

“For me, I think that’s really 
just kind of what shows the fla-
vor of our dough,” Harvey said. 

“I do a mini cheese with olive oil 
instead of pizza sauce, and then 
I actually put garlic butter on the 
crust.”

As much as I agree with Har-
vey about how tasty Red Devil’s 
pizza dough is, I think Ware-
house Pizza might be the overall 
winner. I absolutely loved Red 
Devil’s dining experience, but 
ultimately it comes down to the 
pizza, and Warehouse’s crust 
and topping flavor is undeniably 
better.

Def still hit up red devil, 
But when I’m craving that old-
school pizza feel ill definitely 
walk over to Warehouse

Warehouse Pizza is located 
at 2340 D St., open Tuesday 
through Sunday from 11:30 a.m. 
to 7:30 p.m. and closed on Mon-
days.

Red Devil Pizza Parlor is 
located at 1465 Foothill Blvd., 
open every day from 11 a.m. to 
10 p.m.

Anabel Martinez can be 
reached at anabel.martinez2@
laverne.edu.
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Leos electrify Homecoming crowd
Michael Hill
Staff Writer

The La Verne Leopards faced 
off against the Whittier Poets for 
a wet and rainy Southern Cali-
fornia Intercollegiate Athletic 
Conference Homecoming foot-
ball game with La Verne coming 
out the victors, 43-20, after big 
plays and even bigger lightning 
strikes on Oct. 15 at Ortmayer 
Stadium.

The Leopards improved to 
1-5 overall, finally getting their 
first win of the season at home, 
while Whittier continued to look 
for theirs, staying at 0-5.

The game was not the only 
thing that started at kickoff. 
With it being overcast all day it 
was only a matter of time before 
it started raining, and it just so 
happened to start at the opening 
kickoff. The rain quickly picked 
up with only the most loyal fans 
staying until the end.

La Verne came up for their 
second drive of the game, and 
they put three points on the 
board through sophomore kick-
er Kapena Kamakawiwoole, 
thanks to a Whittier unsports-
manlike conduct penalty earlier 
in the drive.

After the first play of the Po-

ets’ next drive, they fumbled the 
ball with La Verne recovering it. 
Just two plays later, sophomore 
quarterback Andre Maldona-
do found senior wide receiver 
Spencer Pool in the endzone for 
the game’s first touchdown. The 
extra point was missed, but the 
Leopards still led 9-0 with six 
minutes to go in the first quarter.

The next drive for the Poets 
didn’t get any better. Just two 
plays later, Whittier’s quar-
terback Mario Martinez was 
picked off by La Verne freshman 
defensive back Chase Yanez, 
who made a house call, taking 
it all the way back for six with 
the extra point making it 16-0 
Leopards.

“I was super excited taking 
that ball back to the crib with 
my teammates by my side put-
ting up points for the Leopards,” 
Yanez said. “I will cherish that 
moment for the rest of my life 
with my brothers celebrating on 
the field and on the sideline.”

Whittier finally put togeth-
er a solid drive, pushing the La 
Verne defense for six minutes 
only for freshman Will Triggs 
to put it wide left from 28 yards 
out at the beginning of the sec-
ond quarter.

La Verne then decided to one-

up Whittier’s drive, going down 
the field in seven minutes and 
putting up six through a one-
yard rush from Maldonado. The 
extra point was also good, which 
put La Verne up, 23-0.

With Whittier driving into the 
red zone the game was delayed 
almost two hours due to light-
ning. The teams had to go back 
to the locker rooms, and the fans 
cleared the stadium multiple 
times due to all of the strikes just 
before halftime.

“I was excited that my team-
mates and I were putting on a 
show in the rain and lightning on 
Homecoming,” sophomore wide 
receiver Devonte Johnson said. 
“Definitely one to remember.” 

When play finally resumed, 
Whittier capped off their drive 
after Martinez completed the 
pass to junior wide receiver Ty-
son Tapley to get the Poets on 
the board, trailing 23-7. 

Opening up the second half, 
La Verne drove down the field 
with another seven-minute 
drive, ending in a touchdown 
when junior quarterback Miguel 
Aguero Jr. completed a pass to 
senior tight end Arturo Herre-
ra-Caballero. With a good extra 
point, La Verne led, 30-7.

Whittier responded with a 

quick four-minute drive ending 
in a rushing touchdown. Whitti-
er went for a two-point conver-
sion using a fake kick but the 
pass was incomplete, keeping 
the score at 30-13. 

During the next drive, La 
Verne went for it on a fourth 
down with four yards left at the 
Whittier 24-yard line but could 
not convert. Whittier turned that 
around and drove down the field, 
ending in a touchdown pass 
from Martinez to senior wide 
receiver Sean Aldana. The extra 
point was good, bringing them 
within 10 points of La Verne.

The Leopards did not let that 
scare them. They drove right 
down the field and scored with 
Aguero’s pass to senior wide 
receiver Ethan Madeiros, which 
extended the Leopards’ lead to 
37-20.

With Whittier driving and at 
midfield with only two minutes 
left, Martinez was picked off 
by freshman cornerback Hector 
Facio, but Facio was called for 
pass interference, and the play 
was called back.

But on the next play Martinez 
was picked off again, this time 
by sophomore cornerback Artist 
Orange II, and taken all the way 
back for another Leopard pick 

six. 
“I was excited that me and 

my teammates were able to 
close the game out during a fun 
Homecoming game,” Orange 
said. “After that interception I 
was just so excited to celebrate 
with my team with the victory 
that I forgot it was pouring rain. 
Homecoming was an experience 
I’ll never forget.”

Right after that, the game was 
called due to the weather with 35 
seconds left on the clock, ending 
in a 43-20 La Verne Homecom-
ing win. 

“As a player, some of the best 
games to play in are Homecom-
ing games,” senior defensive 
lineman Sam Melvin said. “The 
fans and atmosphere are always 
electric, and having the oppor-
tunity to compete in front of all 
your friends and family is some-
thing I’ll always remember.”

After the win against Whitti-
er, La Verne lost 36-19 against 
the Redland Bulldogs on Oct. 
22. The Leopards’ last two 
games of the season are an away 
game at Cal Lutheran on Satur-
day and a home matchup against 
Chapman for their season closer 
at 1 p.m. Nov. 12.

Michael Hill can be reached 
at michael.hill3@laverne.edu.

Leopards run Tigers off court for SCIAC win
Jack Janes
Staff Writer

A complete team effort by the 
Leopards led to a 3-0 sweep of 
the Occidental Tigers on Oct. 21 
at Frantz Athletic Court.

“We fought very hard to gain 
that confidence and successful 
mentality that helps us play to 
our standard,” freshman outside 
hitter and right side hitter Mya 
Ray said.

After surrendering the first 
point of the first set, the Leop-
ards took control and did not 
trail again in the set. Senior mid-
dle back Kari Esseff had five 

kills and a service ace in the first 
set alone and tallied seven kills, 
one service ace and four blocks 
in the game. The Leopards took 
set one, 25-17.

Some early uncharacteristic 
mistakes put the Leopards in a 
7-3 hole to start set two. A time-
out by the Leopards settled them 
down and allowed them to get 
back to their game plan. 

“I think we just had enough 
with it and were like, ‘Hey we 
need to just get back on the court 
and do what we do best,’” Esseff 
said. 

The Leopards and Tigers 
went back and forth from there 

until the Leopards caught fire 
and turned a 15-11 Tigers lead 
into a 18-17 Leopards lead. Ray 
came up huge and got all of the 
last five points for the Leopards 
to win set two, 25-20. Ray fin-
ished the game with 14 kills, one 
service ace and two blocks.

“We are showing a good abil-
ity to be down and to be able to 
kind of reset and come back and 
just be focused,” head coach Jeff 
Hendershot said.

Set three was a hard fought 
set by both teams that included 
a lot of back and forth action. 
The Leopards had a 6-3 lead that 
slipped to a 7-7 tie, and from 

there the largest gap in the score 
was two until the Leopards took 
a 20-17 lead. The Tigers called 
a timeout and started to come 
back and made it a one point 
game at 22-21. But three straight 
Leopards points sealed the deal 
and the Leopards won set three, 
25-21, to complete the match 
sweep. 

The Leopards only have two 
games left of the regular season 
and are hoping to make a push 
for the playoffs. 

“We just need to focus on our 
side of the net and really just 
keep up with that competitive-
ness that we have been working 

on all season,” senior middle 
back and right side hitter Ayana 
Mier said.

The next match for the Leop-
ards is at 7 p.m. Friday against 
Cal Lutheran at Frantz Athletic 
Court and it is also senior night 
as it is the last home game of the 
regular season. The team closes 
out its season with a trip to Cla-
remont-Mudd-Scripps at 4 p.m. 
Saturday.

The Leopards are now 16-8 
overall and 10-4 in Southern 
California Intercollegiate Ath-
letic Conference play.

Jack Janes can be reached at 
jack.janes@laverne.edu.

Defensive lapses sink water polo against Oxy
Sarah Van Buskirk
Editor-in-Chief

The La Verne men’s water 
polo team intensely battled the 
Occidental Tigers but went flat 
defensively in the second half 
for a 22-16 Southern California 
Intercollegiate Athletic Confer-
ence loss Wednesday at the La 
Verne Aquatic Center.

This game brought the Leop-
ards’ record to 6-17 overall and 
0-7 in SCIAC play. 

“We cannot do something re-
ally efficient and cool water polo 
wise and then just dub out on 
the next defensive possession,” 
head coach Pat Beemer said.

Graduate student goalkeeper 
Joe Lamson was not in the cage 
for the Leopards this game due 
to injury, however junior goal-

keeper Allen Soto-Lopez was 
there in substitute. 

After the initial sprint won 
by the Leopards, senior attack-
er Gage Unsoeld picked up and 
held onto the ball with patience 
until finding junior center Peter 
Trinh. Trinh passed to graduate 
student center James Cano and 
an early Leopard goal exhila-
rated the stands and side line, 
which helped continue the fierce 
drive in the water. 

“We came out strong in the 
first quarter which we have 
been working on throughout the 
whole season,” Trinh said. “But 
the opposite follows and we are 
dying out near the second half 
but overall we kept the pressure 
on and played till the end.’

Occidental scored on their 
rebound off the crossbar to put 

themselves on the board. 
With an immediate retal-

iation, senior attacker Alam 
Chang put the ball behind the 
goalie to regain the lead, 2-1.
Chang left Las Floras Park that 
evening with seven goals and 10 
shots, having produced the most 
action from either roster.

“Despite the score, I think we 
were in it the whole time until 
the last maybe three minutes,” 
Chang said. “But we need to im-
prove on, in practice, giving up 
less turnovers.”

Minutes before the end of the 
first quarter, a defensive mistake 
was made by the Leopards and 
the Tigers took the lead, 6-4. 

At the start of the whistle the 
Tigers extended their lead but 
moments later, Unsoeld took 
matters into his own hands. 

Using patience as a tactic, Un-
soeld kept possession and then 
launched the ball toward the 
back of the net, throwing every-
one in the water off. Unsoeld 
was explosive and went on to 
repeat this play twice more 
throughout the game. 

“Our problem has never been 
scoring goals, it’s just been 
about getting stops and that is 
something we need to be more 
accountable about in the future,” 
Unsoeld said.

Although the tally sheet may 
say otherwise, impressive de-
fensive plays were made by the 
Leopards in this game that have 
been lacking in previous games. 

Such as Cano’s play when 
he placed heavy pressure on the 
Tigers goalie to provoke a turn-
over and open goal. Trinh came 

to clean it up but the Tigers led 
13-7 going into the half. 

The second half started with 
heat from players after Cano 
drew a 5-meter penalty shot. 
Chang shot and the goal was 
good, however he was excluded 
after a minor call of misconduct 
after he made a mocking motion 
with his hand. 

The Leopards remained in 
close play but just could not 
catch onto a lead and the final 
score had the Tigers victorious, 
22-16.

With an exciting weekend 
ahead, the Leopards will host 
Biola at 11 a.m. Saturday for a 
SCIAC conference game against 
a non-conference opponent.

Sarah Van Buskirk can be 
reached at sarah.vanbuskirk@
laverne.edu.
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