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Neidenne Arevalo
Staff Writer 

The University of La Verne 
is introducing a new career 
readiness program in six de-
manding medical fields. They 
offer non-degree certifications 
for anyone that’s interested in 
expanding skills and career op-
portunities. 

Programs include dental as-
sistant, home health aide, medi-
cal assistant and medical records 
specialist.

Extended learning programs 
are flexible, with of weekend, 
evening and online self-paced 
programs. 

Jamie Rush, senior director 
of extended learning, has spent a 
lot of time researching which ca-
reer industries are on the rise to 

figure out which programs will 
best suit the extended learning 
department.

The University will offer 
these programs in conjunction 
with Career Step, an online 
training organization. 

“These programs are real-
ly designed for an opportunity 
for individuals to have flexible 
training,” Rush said.

“Our focus is to provide … 
high quality non-degree profes-
sional development programs 
that lead to professional certifi-
cations that are recognized in the 
marketplace,” Rush said. 

To earn certifications via 
these programs, students must 
complete the program courses 
along with passing an exam.

“Individuals can take one 
of these six programs in the 
healthcare area and finish and 
be working in their chosen field 
in a year,” Rush said. “We real-
ly want to help our students and 
the community by creating bet-
ter futures, healthcare is a grow-
ing field, it’s an industry that is 
growing, and there is so much 
opportunity.”

The extended learning de-

Liliana Castañeda
News Editor

Al Clark, professor of human-
ities, presented a lecture called 
“Brethren Heritage at ULV: 129 
years of Shifting Interpreta-
tions” as part of the weekly La 
Verne Academy Lecture series 
at noon Tuesday at the Quay Da-
vis Executive Board Room. 

The lecture recounted the 
University’s history with the 
Brethren Church and those val-
ues that continue  in the Univer-
sity’s current culture.

About 35 people attended the 
in-person event, which was also 
available on Zoom. 

“I want to emphasize that the 
University’s heritage is really, 
in most respects, the heritage of 
the local Church of the Breth-
ren,” Clark said. “The Brethren 
heritage of the University…has 
mirrored the local progressive 
values here.”

Clark highlighted that there 
were three main beliefs that re-
mained constants throughout the 
University’s growth that con-
nected it to its Brethren roots: 
simplicity, community and 
peace. 

“As an outsider looking in or 
an insider looking out, it seems 
that the Brethren took delight 
in creating new service projects 
that met unmet needs,” Clark 
said.

He brought up examples in 
which the University practiced 
each of these. 

By repurposing buildings, 
the University was practicing 
simplicity because there was no 
purpose in constructing build-

ings for the sake of vanity, but 
there was for the sake of need, 
Clark said. 

In some cases, this meant 
creating minimalist buildings 
where education could take 
place without asbestos being a 
potential danger. 

The University of La Verne 
used to be the Lordsburg Hotel 
before it became an education-

al institution. Miller Hall was 
once a women’s dormitory, and 
Woody Hall was a men’s dormi-
tory.

These buildings were up-
scaled to become classrooms, 
laboratories and offices.

Even the newest building, the 
Ludwick Center, was partly con-
structed and partly repurposed. 

The red brick part of that 

building used to be Brandt res-
idence hall.

Clark said Brandt Hall was 
named after Jesse Brandt, a stu-
dent who was imprisoned for 
refusing to serve in the military 
when World War I broke out 
because, as a member of the 
Church of the Brethren, he was 
a conscientious objector. 

Though the original dormito-

ry has been demolished for the 
most part, some of it was inte-
grated into the Ludwick Center. 

There is a plaque on the 
building honoring Brandt, his 
resistance to war and protest for 
peace near the main entrance.

To live simply was a core 
value of the Brethren Church 
that was repeated throughout the 
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ON The COver
Stephens Ranch Road, 

just outside Marshall Canyon 
Regional Park, offers a pan-
oramic view of La Verne. The 
area is the subject of a new 
wilderness area management 
and public access plan that 
has been approved by the city. 
/ photo by Casi Martinez

Clark considers Brethren influence

Extended learning 
provides job skills

Al Clark, professor of humanities, discusses the Church of Breth-
ren’s heritage at the University of La Verne and the shifting 129-
year relationship between the school and the church Tuesday in the 

Quay Davis Executive Board Room. Clark explained how the Breth-
ren church helped fund and expand the University campus, with 
buildings such as Miller Hall and Brandt residence hall. 

Litsy Tellez

Continued on page 3

Continued on page 3
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Clinic offers support to immigrants
Edith Gomez
Staff Writer 

The University hosted a vir-
tual roundtable on immigration 
relief for non-citizen survivors 
of violence to make them aware 
of the resources that are avail-
able to them. 

About 12 people attended the 
Nov. 3 event via Zoom.

It started off with an introduc-
tion by Kryztal Rodriguez-Cam-
pos, director of the Justice and 
Immigration Clinic at the Uni-
versity’s College of Law.

The clinic represents non-cit-
izens pro-bono in a variety of 
immigration-related situations.  

A Spanish translator in-
terpreted the discussion for 
non-English speakers.  

The group also included stu-
dents and University employees. 
They discussed the ways that the 
University and local services 
can help them in these challeng-
ing  situations.

The discussion offered vital 
information to help immigrants, 
whatever their status, with the 
goal of making participants feel 
more comfortable in reaching 
out for help. 

The student panel included 
junior psychology major Jac-
queline Marquez, junior legal 
studies major Giselle Ruiz, and 
junior business administration 
major Aerin Wiggins, who are 
also honor students  and are in-
volved with the Justice and Im-
migration program at the Uni-
versity.

They discussed topics such 
as the Violence Against Women 
Act and its implications for visa 
eligibility, eligibility for special 
immigrant juvenile status, and 
asylum. 

“VAWA allows certain 
non-citizens who have been 
abused by a U.S. citizen or a 
legal permanent resident to 
self-petition for legal status in 
the U.S.” Marquez said. 

She added that they can do 
this without the knowledge or 
consent of the abusive individ-
ual.

Marquez elaborated on qual-
ifications for immigrants under 

the Violence Against Women 
Act. 

Ruiz went into more detail 
about visas “for victims of cer-
tain qualifying crimes who have 
suffered substantial mental or 
physical hardship and are help-
ful to law enforcement or gov-
ernment officials in the prosecu-
tion of the crime.”

Wiggins also talked about 
visas, specifically for those who 

are victims of human trafficking.
Other resources for young 

immigrants were presented such 
as the eligibility for special im-
migrant juvenile status and the 
asylum requirements for all 
ages.

For more information about 
the Justice and immigration 
Clinic, visit law.laverne.edu/
library/clinic-resources.

If you or someone you know 

is a victim of domestic violence, 
call the National Domestic Vio-
lence Hotline, which also offers 
support in Spanish, at 800-799-
7233.

To report sex trafficking call 
the National Human Traffick-
ing Hotline, which also offers 
support in Spanish, at 888-373-
7888.

Edith Gomez can be reached 
at edith.gomez@laverne.edu.

Campus Center becomes voting center

Kim Toth

Voters cast their ballots for the 2022 Midterm Election in the vot-
ing center at the Abraham Campus Center on Tuesday. The Uni-

versity of La Verne hosted voting center from Saturday through 
Tuesday.

Brethren...
Continued from page 2

lecture.
Mathew Sazma, assistant 

professor of psychology who 
attended the lecture, said that 
simplicity is great, but it only 
works when there is a purpose 
behind it.

“I think it’s great if things are 
simple as long as you say ‘OK, 
when you conserve here, we 
can then see the benefits to the 
community here’ as opposed to a 
random new shiny building that 
people may or may not know 
about,” Sazma said.

Clark said that Woody Hall 
was named after a custodian and 
that this reinforced the senti-
ment of simplicity and commu-
nity because being a custodian is 
a modest job that is not always 
recognized, however it was at  
La Verne. 

Clark said that the communi-
ty value of the Brethren Church 
was upheld throughout the 
years, in respect to the fact that 
the primary financial donors to 
the college for the first 77 years 
were part of the church.

“I think also as a younger fac-
ulty member it is good to know 
where the values came from be-
cause I think that there is a lot of 

implicit institutional knowledge 
that builds up,” Samza said.

“Service has been the consis-
tent theme for the Brethren (and)  
the University,”  Clark said. “It’s 
that service that ties everything 
together.”

Clark said that although the 
University has gone through 
struggles to survive in the past 
– during the Great Depression, 
World War I and World War II 
– these consistent core values 
of simplicity, community and 
peace have endured.

Zandra Wagoner, universi-
ty chaplain, said that knowing 
something about the Universi-
ty’s Brethren heritage and the 
values that were practiced is a 
source of pride. 

“Because the founders of this 
institution are predominantly 
white, predominantly Christian, 
and certainly Brethren –  these 
may be identities that don’t res-
onate with many of our students, 
(but) by learning actually who 
the people of the Church of the 
Brethren were, students can feel 
a resonance,” Wagoner said.

Liliana Castañeda can be 
reached at liliana.castaneda@
laverne.edu.

Extended learning...
Continued from page 2

partment focuses on real-time 
growing career industries to 
help provide pathways to those 
interested. 

“All the programs that are of-
fered through La Verne extended 
learning are non-credit bearing,” 
Brian Clocksin, vice provost for 
strategic initiatives, said. “They 
do not work towards a degree, 
like a bachelor’s, but they pro-
vide skills and certificates that 
allow those who complete it to 
jump into the workforce in the 
healthcare realm,” Brian Clock-
sin, vice provost for strategic 
initiatives, said.

Those interested in the ex-
tended learning department, spe-
cifically the medical field pro-
grams, will have the opportunity 
to obtain an American Academy 
of Professional Coders certified 
medical biller or AAPC certified 
professional coder. 

“We view it as a good oppor-
tunity for students, either new 
coming out of high school, or 
folks seeking to change careers 
as a way of getting some com-
petencies that allow them to 
earn and learn their way through 
school,” Clocksin said.

Courses for each program 

will be taught by instructors that 
have an AAPC certification in 
order to help those who are en-
rolled through with their experi-
ence to achieve success. 

“We really want to make sure 
that we build out pathways and 
opportunities for students,” said 
Associate Provost Roy Kwon. 
“By providing opportunities like 
this to make sure that students 
not only get the education but 
they are set up for success after 

they graduate is vital.”  
“We as educators have a mor-

al responsibility to make sure 
that students have those oppor-
tunities,” Kwon said. 

For more information on new 
and existing extended learning 
programs such as the dental assis-
tant program, visit laverne.edu/ 
extended-learning. 

Neidenne Arevalo can be 
reached at neidenne.arevalo@
laverne.edu.

It’s Not Your Fault. 

1 . 8 0 0 . 6 5 6 . H O P E
National Sexual Assault Hotline

Free. Confidential. 24/7.

(Operated by RAINN—the Rape, 
Abuse & Incest National Network)
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etc...
Expression 
Night

The Academic Success 
Center will host a creative 
expression night on Tues-
day from 6 p.m. to 8 p.m. in 
the Ludwick Sacred Space. 

Present any art form of 
your choosing, with an op-
portunity to have the floor 
from 5-10 minutes. If you 
are interested in presenting 
for 10 minutes, register for 
two five minute sessions. 

To sign up for a designat-
ed time slot, visit laverne.
l i b c a l . c om /c a l e nd a r/ 
creativeexpression.

Admission is free.

Pomona Art 
Walk

Downtown Pomona and 
Market Night will host the 
monthly art walk from 6 
p.m. to 9 p.m.  Saturday. 

Enjoy music, food, wine 
and art throughout the eve-
ning. 

The event is at 100 W. 
Second St. in the Pomona 
Arts Colony. 

Admission is free. 

The Haven
Party Hats, Vs Self, Knu-

mears and Belted Sweater 
will perform from 7 p.m. 
to 11 p.m. Sunday at The 
Haven at  296 West Second 
Street in downtown Pomo-
na. General admission is 
$11.50.

For more information 
visit thehavenpomona.
com/event-details/party-
hats-vs-self-knumears-
belted-sweater.

Whiskey Myers 
Goldenvoice presents 

Whiskey Myers, an Amer-
ican Southern rock/country 
band, which will perform 
8 p.m. Tuesday at the Fox 
Theater at 301 S. Garey 
Ave. in Pomona.  

Doors open at 7 p.m. 
Tickets start at $37. For 
more information visit fox-
pomona.com.

Ground Zero 
Open Mic

Stand-up comedian Zero 
Rimpson will host an open 
mic from 7:30 to 9:30 p.m. 
Nov. 18, at Shaun Diamond 
Plaza, 197 W. Second St. 
in downtown Pomona. Ad-
mission is free.
—Kamila K. De La Fuente

HAppenings En Memoria brings

Living together

Juan Almader from Lincoln Heights and Jaedin Martinez 
from Hacienda Heights attend En Memoria at the Fairplex 
on Saturday in costume. En Memoria is an annual Dia de los 

Muertos celebration that features artwork, classic cars, live 
music and food. The first 250 people who arrived in costume 
received a free ticket to the 2023 Los Angeles County Fair.

In celebration of Dia De Los Muertos, the 
Fairplex in Pomona, in partnership with 
Elite Car Club, hosted the fourth annual 

En Memoria, Dia De Los Muertos celebra-
tion from 4 -10 p.m. on Saturday.

This event celebrated loved ones who 
have died with not only the emblematic of-
rendas, decorated altars displaying pictures 
of people who have died joined with their 
favorite dishes and flowers, that are common 
with the holiday but also implemented clas-
sic lowrider cars as part of the celebration. 

There were also artists, musicians, ven-
dors and car clubs from all around Southern 
California. 

Judges were on the scene to see who 
would take home trophies for various cate-
gories like the best paint job, best bike and 
best chopper. 

The bass from the speakers could be heard 
long before one could even step foot into the 
area of the fairgrounds. Blasting out some of 
the most essential genres of music needed for 
any Hispanic heritage celebration: corridos, 
cumbias, funk and oldies. 

All of these were blaring from either the 
speakers of the show cars, boomboxes, or the 
DJs on either side of the event, oftentimes in 
disregard to one another. 

The sights, sounds and smells of the entire 
celebration were that of a huge family gath-
ering. The smoke from the barbecue stands 
overwhelmed the noses of visitors, and even 
the occasional sound of a helicopter chop-
ping through the Pomona sky fit the scene 
just right. 

Before the evening’s entertainment com-
menced, visitors had the opportunity to walk 
around and appreciate the numerous rows 
of candy-painted and immaculately detailed 

lowriders, each of which was an art piece of 
their own. Most of these cars sat parked in 
line, while others were hitting switches, or 
propped up on their hydraulics, almost as if 
they were posing for those walking by. 

Since this was not just another car show, 
lots of folks had ofrendas to go along with 
their ranflas (Spanish slang for lowrider), 
showing pictures of their families and their 
car club members who had passed. 

Surrounded by cempasuchil flowers, or 
marigolds, and pan dulces, the combination 
of these two fixtures worked together per-
fectly. 

Even if some cars did not have ofrendas, 
they stayed in spirit by adding plastic skulls 
dressed in the proper oldies’ attire while sit-
ting in the front seat. 

The proper oldies attire is oversized thick 
flannels, fedoras with a feather on the side, 
and some Locs sunglasses. 

One car even had a life-sized casket in its 
trunk, surrounded by lit candles and lined 
with flowers.  

“It’s a nice holiday to set aside time to 
dedicate to your loved ones who are no lon-
ger in the physical world,” Micheal Tejada, 
singer and harp player of the musical quartet 
Grupo Bella, said. “But you can still keep 
their memory alive and do things that help 
you remember them.”

Grupo Bella was one of the musical acts 
of the night, serenading guests with a tradi-
tional style of Mexican music called musica 
ranchera. It can be explained as a type of folk 
music that is usually played with all acous-
tic instruments and hardly ever requires a 
microphone for the singer, as they sing the 
words with power and poise. 

Grupo Bella never took the main stage 

but instead traveled around with instruments 
in hand, playing in random spots throughout 
the night. 

To start off the night’s entertainment on 
the main stage was a ballet Folklorico recital, 
followed by a presentation of Aztec dances 
by a Pasadena collective called “Yankuititl.” 
Consisting of 14 members dressed in Aztec 
ceremonial garments, they announced their 
arrival from the back of the stage by blowing 
through seashells, letting out a roar, along 
with a thunderous beat of a single drum. 

Making their way to the main ofren-
da of the event, which was immersive and 
surrounded by monumental sugar skulls, or 
calaveras, the leader of the group led with 
a mug held high, with the smoke of incense 
coming out of it. 

This was followed by a series of tradi-
tional Aztec dances that were passed down 
through centuries, all with different mean-
ings. In one of the performances, the danc-
ers made a plus sign that was meant to give 
thanks for all the needed resources the planet 
offers humans in the South, East, North and 
West. 

“It’s a beautiful tradition, and I think it’s 
important to keep that going,” Melina Mo-
relos, drummer for the cumbia group Los 
Malditos, said. “As a band, that is one of our 
main goals to keep our culture alive through 
music, through tradition, through remember-
ing, it’s very important to remember where 
we come from.” 

Los Malditos played second to last, open-
ing up for the headlining band ‘Los Yester-
days.’ Their original cumbias had the dance 
floor packed, and all around attendees could 
be seen with a drink in hand, hitting a two-

by Vincent Matthew 
Franco

photography by
Hailey Martinez

Continued on page 7
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Stories articulated through ink, clay
Hailey Martinez
Staff Writer

The W. Keith and Janet Kel-
logg University Art Gallery at 
Cal Poly Pomona is hosting “Ink 
and Clay.” An annual exhibition 
and competition showcasing 
drawing, ceramic, installation 
and mixed media art, which 
uses ink and or clay, and also in-
cludes symbols, text and words 
in some way. 

All the artists showcased 
different interpretations of ink 
and clay. Each artist exhibited a 
different message with their art 
work, some which showed how 
art can be strongly understood 
without the need of having to be 
able to “read” a text. 

More than 30 pieces were in-

cluded in all.
Among the works displayed 

is  “Window to the Sea,” by art-
ist Andra Broekelschen, a mul-
timedia oval sculpture made of 
steel and wood, embellished 
with colorful glass, seashells, 
antique doorknobs, silverware, 
mirror, tile and old hardware. 

“A Marked Man,” by Jason 
McCormack, is a self-portrait, 
sculpted out of clay displaying 
words including “hunted, terror-
ized, outcast, silenced.”

“What inspired me to do 
this piece is my experience as a 
Black man in the United States,” 
McCormack said. 

“Systemic Racism,” by Mar-
iona Barkus is a digital print on 
paper. Across the middle of the 
piece there was a printed quote 

by James Baldwin, an African 
American novelist and activist 
that said, “Not everything that 
is faced can be changed, but 
nothing can be changed until it 
is faced.”

Barkus said her series is 
meant to shine a light on con-
temporary social and political 
issues. 

“Being conscious in our soci-
ety and hearing, knowing, what 
was going on – seeing the whole 
video of George Floyd’s death, 
inspired by the way people of 
all races came forward to protest 
about that,” Barkus said. “The 
focus was on not only the vio-
lence of the police but the sys-
tem, the systemic racism in our 
society that people seem not to 
be aware of so much.” 

“Chaos in the bomb,” by 
Gina M. Fernandez, a craftsman 
style oak frame holding four ce-
ramic tiles representing words 
from mass media. Words like, 
“impeach, lies, immigration, 
wall, DACA,” etc. are written in 
the cloud formed by an atomic 
bomb.

Fernandez said the disinfor-
mation campaign that ramped 
up in 2016 before the United 
States presidential election in-
spired her.

“There is no need for a bomb 
when the stock market is affect-
ed by a tweet and elections are 
won with bots and lies,” Fernan-
dez said. 

Michele Cairella-Fillmore, 
curator of the gallery, said she 
was inspired by her student as-

sistants and her role in museums 
and academic galleries. She re-
ally enjoys helping her students 
grow and preserve their work for 
generations to come. 

“The artist’s works contrib-
ute to make the world better and 
build a bright future,” Ciarel-
la-Filmore said. 

The “Ink and Clay 45: The 
Art of Type” exhibit is free and 
will be open until Nov. 17.

The W. Keith and Janet Kel-
logg University Art Gallery 
in Cal Poly Pomona is closed 
Friday but open Monday and 
Tuesdays from 4 to 8 p.m., and 
Wednesdays through Sunday it 
is open from 12 to 4 p.m. 

Hailey Martinez can be 
reached at hailey.martinez@ 
laverne.edu.

Commentary:

‘Wakanda Forever’ can make or break Marvel
Taylor Moore
Social Media Editor 

When Marvel announced that 
“Black Panther” (2018) would 
be receiving a sequel, I was very 
excited because I am a major fan 
of the movie’s cast, soundtrack 
and storyline. Personally, I 
thought “Black Panther” was 
one of Marvel’s greatest super-
hero standalone movies.

Then came the untimely pass-
ing of the film’s star, Chadwick 
Boseman, on Aug. 28, 2020. The 
film’s release date was originally 
scheduled for May 6 of this year, 
then pushed to July 8, but had to 
be reworked due to Boseman’s 
death. Now, “Black Panther: 
Wakanda Forever” has been re-
leased in theaters as of today.

Marvel has a lot resting on its 
shoulders with this film. Accord-
ing to IMDb, the first film was 
a box office hit, grossing $1.34 
billion. I remember “Black 
Panther” was such a success 
that it remained in theaters for 
quite some time after its ini-
tial release, something I took 
advantage of. “Black Panther” 

has been the only Marvel film 
I saw four times in theaters, but 
“Spider-Man: No Way Home” 
(2021) and “Avengers: End-
game” (2019) were close sec-
onds behind it in my book. 

With that being said, since 
the first “Black Panther” was 
such a success, Marvel cannot 
afford to let the sequel flop. 

Fans are worried since Mar-
vel has seemingly been aiming 
for quantity over quality, and I 
have to agree. 

Bradley Stripling, junior 
business major at Citrus Col-
lege, has been a diehard Marvel 
fan throughout his entire life but 
said Marvel has not been doing 
so well recently. 

“With the way their CGI and 
directing has been going you can 
tell the quality has been drop-
ping rapidly and if that contin-
ues, there won’t be any diehard 
Marvel fans left,” Stripling said. 
“I also feel like Marvel can’t af-
ford to let it flop because the first 
one was so symbolic.” 

Stripling said he has not thor-
oughly enjoyed a Marvel mov-
ie since “Spider-Man: No Way 

Home.” He felt that the more 
recent movies were overloaded 
with jokes that did not land with 
him and the storylines did not 
feel as thought out as they had 
been in the past. 

Peter Trinh, junior business 
major at the University of La 
Verne, said that because the 
cameos of Tobey Maguire and 
Andrew Garfield were such a 
success in “Spider-Man: No 
Way Home,” the writers have 
started to rely too heavily on the 
cameos of A-list actors. This is a 
formula he is tired of. 

“My hopes are that this movie 
goes back to what Marvel does 
best, keeping the storyline sim-
ple without excessive cameos,” 
Trinh said. “Having a true Mar-
vel experience of being excited 
of what’s to come next in the 
movie and leaving the viewers 
questioning what will happen.” 

Hector Lomeli, junior crim-
inology major at ULV, said he 
wants to hope that this sequel 
will be as good as the first one 
but is not expecting it to be bet-
ter. 

“With any movie, it’s never 

going to be as good as the first 
one, that’s what people have to 
understand,” Lomeli said. 

Calvin Morgan, junior con-
struction management major 
at California Polytechnic State 
University, San Luis Obispo, is 
not expecting much of this se-
quel. 

“I can’t see a future where 
‘Wakanda Forever’ turns out to 
be a good movie, and I think the 
MCU dynasty may be over,” 
Morgan said. 

Alex Avila, sophomore nutri-
tion and dietetics major at Mt. 
San Antonio College, said that 
a sequel should not have contin-
ued after Boseman’s passing. 

“Honestly, not a good move 
by Marvel, they should have left 
it at the first one,” Avila said. 

Stripling and Trinh said it is 
going to be hard to see someone 
else besides Chadwick Boseman 
fill the Black Panther’s shoes, 
and I have to agree. 

Boseman gave a remarkable 
performance as T’Challa and 
set the superhero apart from 
others in the Marvel Cinematic 
Universe. T’Challa was a king 

who clearly cared about his 
people and showed genuine re-
morse for his mistakes, a trait 
typically lacking in a royal, but 
his compassion for others made 
the character so likable. Know-
ing that we will never see his 
portrayal of T’Challa again is 
extremely bittersweet. With that 
being said, I am hoping that this 
sequel pays homage to the char-
acter while honoring Boseman’s 
legacy in Marvel. The trailers 
have given me high expectations 
for this upcoming sequel.

Caitlyn Oxford, junior child 
development major at ULV, has 
her tickets for the premiere night 
ready and is going in with high 
expectations. 

“The first movie was so good, 
from the cinematography to the 
plot, and the whole idea of a mi-
nority group being seen as pow-
erful really set it apart for me,” 
Oxford said. “Truthfully I think 
it is going to be a good movie.” 

I think that “Black Panther: 
Wakanda Forever” can only be a 
good movie. Marvel has to de-
liver a successful film to honor 

Fiesta features art

The Claremont Lewis Museum of Art hosted its 
18th annual Padua Hills Art Fiesta on Sunday at 
the Padua Hills Theatre in Claremont. Work by 

local artists was on display and for sale, includ-
ing ceramics, glass, jewelry and woodwork. One 
of the ceramic artists featured was Lisa Soiseth.

Hailey Martinez

The Art Fiesta, hosted by 
the Claremont Lewis Museum 
of Art, helped artists show off 
their creations and promote their 
business in the community Nov. 
6 at the Padua Hills Theatre.

The artwork on display in-
cluded jewelry, stained glass, ce-
ramics, photography and more. 

About 50 people strolled 
through the event.

Artists had individual tables 
to display their work and talk 
with visitors there to browse and 
buy. Some offered art lessons as 
well. The event also offered a  
station for kids to create art.

“I am thrilled to be here, be 
a part of this incredible, kind of 
historic, endeavor and to be in-
vited is a particular honor,” said 
Lisa Soiseth ceramic artist from 
Pomona.

“This is only my second or 

third show I’ve ever been a part 
of so I feel very very honored, 
humbled to be in the presence of 
many wonderful artists.” 

Soiseth, who makes ceram-
ic centerpieces among other 
things, said she gets inspiration 
for her art from food, family and 
community gatherings.

Lorenz Nuñez, who attended 
the event, enjoyed “fabric tear-
ing” works by artist Sumi Foley. 

This collage art involves 
colorful fabric that is torn and 
placed on a canvas.

“(The Art Fiesta) allows me 
to sell some of my artwork and 
gives me space to create more,” 
said artist Ruthellyn Whitting-
ton, who is part of the Pomona 
Valley Art Association Gallery 
in Claremont.

—Emmanuel Garibaldi 
Stevenson

Continued on page 7
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Taqueria expands menu offerings 

Michelle Annett Roldan
Staff Writer 

The Luchador Urban Taque-
ria Bar and Kitchen has reopened 
late last month in a new location 
at 184 W. 3rd St. in downtown 
Pomona. 

The locale will be open Mon-
day to Thursday from 11 in the 
morning to 9 at night, Friday 
from 11 in the morning to mid-
night, Saturday from 10:30 to 
midnight, and Sunday from 
10:30 in the morning to 9 at 
night.

“The sales have increased by 
like 30% because of the bar, in 
comparison to what it was when 
it was just food,” Alejandro 
Garibay, the restaurant’s man-
ager, said in Spanish during a 
recent visit. “Before the menu 
was basically tacos and appetiz-
ers. Now we also added dinner 
plates, brunch on Saturdays and 

Sundays.”
Customers as well as Garibay 

seem delighted with the changes 
to the menu and locale. 

The added bar provides cus-
tomers with a variety of bottled 
beers, tequilas, mezcales, and 
margaritas

Maria Dolores Romero of 
Pasadena shared a meal with her 
daughter Anna Gemma Recen-

dez, who lives in Pomona, on 
Wednesday.

“I’m very content, taquitos 
tostadas were very delicious,” 
Romero said in Spanish.  “And 
of course, a Corona beer to 
awaken the appetite.”

Aside from the $10 taquitos 
plate and beer, the restaurant of-
fers lots of traditional Mexican 
dishes such as gorditas for $11, 
empañadas for $12, burritos for 
$12, tacos with rice and beans 
for $14, and street corn for $7. 

The menu also has a gener-
ous section of vegan meals such 

as the taco vegan trio including 
avocado, veggie and cauliflower 
tacos for $15. 

Portions are generous, and 
prices are fair, overall ranging 
from $7 to $30, with addition-
al discounts during their happy 
hour from 3 p.m. to 6 p.m. 

“Generally in Mexican 
restaurants, you ask for a plate 
and they give you a ton of beans, 

a ton of rice, and let’s say just 
one chile relleno, and you pay 
twice as much as you’re really 
paying here,” Recendez said in 
Spanish. “Here they give you a 
little less, but specifically what 
you want, and we are satisfied.”

I was satisfied too, having the 
opportunity to try their pastor 
tacos with fresh handmade torti-
llas, spicy chipotle pasta, savory 
street corn, and of course the 
sweet and fresh pineapple and 
jamaica agua frescas. 

The menu offers so many 
new and different dishes that 

catch customers’ eyes and make 
them want to come back for 
more. 

Aside from satisfaction 
through a dish, the employees’ 
treatment towards customers 
creates a more than satisfactory 
visit. 

“The lady attending me, also 
really kind, very attentive, she 
takes importance on the clients,” 

Recendez said. “The service up 
to today has been really good.”

The server Recendez referred 
to was America Magallan from 
Irvine, who said her experienc-
es at work make the long drive 
worth it. 

“I started when they opened,” 
Magallan said in Spanish. “I 

have been here for a little time, 
but all my coworkers are great.”

Magallan’s and other em-
ployees’ attitudes toward their 
job contributed to my enjoyable 
experience as well. 

Garibay said the restaurant 
has improvement plans. 

“We are going to work on 
the patio,” Garibay said. “We 
are going to do events there, 
reservations overall for private 
parties outside. We hope that 
in about two years we can also 
open a new restaurant in another 
city.”

Garibay encourages people 
to try their dishes at this new lo-
cation, a location where he plans 
on growing.

“We hope more people come 
by and our clients become regu-
lars, returning customers,” Gari-
bay said. “We are a family busi-
ness, open to all ages.”

Michelle Annett Roldan can 
be reached at michelle.roldan@
laverne.edu.

Claremont market is hub for 
local farmers on Sundays
Hailey Martinez
Staff Writer 

People gathered Sunday to 
shop at Claremont Farmers and 
Artisan market, which takes up 
two blocks on Harvard Avenue 
in the Claremont village. 

The weekly market has much 
more than a variety of fruits 
and veggies. It also has vendors 
selling plants, jewelry, ceram-
ics, dog accessories, handbags, 
paintings and more. 

“The concept is that we are 
supporting local farmers and 
entrepreneurship,” said Mar-
ket Manager Oscar De León. 
“We’re creating community, and 
we’re also providing the healthi-
est food available out there.” 

All the produce vendors are 
regulated by the Department of 
Agriculture, they’re all certified 
growers and are only allowed to 
sell what they grow, De Leon 
said. 

The market was started in 
1996.

It’s open from 8 a.m. to 1 
p.m. Sundays year round.

It first started as a small gath-
ering of local farmers and has 
grown as the largest market in 
eastern Los Angeles County, De 
León said.  

As the Claremont farmers 

and artisan market is a Califor-
nia-certified market, each farmer 
has to be checked by the govern-
ment to make sure that the pro-
duce is grown by farmers and 
has also followed state agricul-
tural guidelines. 

Among the vendors is Jose 
Mejia. 

“We sell … honeycombs, 
bee pollen, raw unfiltered hon-
ey with no sugar or flavoring 
added,” said Mejia, of the  fam-
ily-owned honey business Palo 
Alto Honey.

Palo Alto Honey has been 
around for 25 years and despite 
its name is based in the Inland 
Empire. Palo Alto Honey is 
named after Mejia’s uncle, who 
learned the whole beekeeping 
trade in a small village in the 
state of Jalisco in Mexico called 
Palo Alto.

Orange blossom is a popu-
lar honey for the business, even 
sweeter is sage honey, Mejia 
said. 

One of the artisans, ceram-
icist Marianne Galleon, sells 
“Marianne’s Clay Creations.” 

“My goal is to make func-
tional pottery that people can 
use on a daily basis,” Galleon 
said. “I love farmer markets. 
This one is my favorite because 
I love the other vendors, and the 

people that come are usually re-
ally nice. I love the trees and the 
atmosphere here.” 

Galleon has sold her ceramics 
at the Claremont farmers market 
for four years, and her top-sell-
ing items are mugs and noodle 
bowls, each price varies based 
on the piece. At the moment, she 
is now enjoying making bells.

Shoppers enjoyed browsing, 
tasting and buying the variety of 
fruits, prepared foods and crafts. 

“It’s a really nice way to start 
off a Sunday morning,” said 
Maiah Oyekanmi, a freshman 
at Scripps College. “There’s so 
many people out and about, fruit 
and good vibes. There’s always 
a little bit of everything … to 
look at and buy.” 

Oyekanmi, who was there 
with friends, said she and her 
friends love the ambiance of the 
farmers market. 

They enjoy looking at the 
painting and the jewelry which 
they find unique. She said they 
like supporting small businesses 
and farmers. 

For more information visit 
claremontforum.org/farmers- 
artisans-market or just show 
up any Sunday, rain or shine. 

Hailey Martinez can be 
reached at hailey.martinez@ 
laverne.edu.

Full bar 
good for 
business 

The menu also has a generous section of vegan meals, such as the
 taco vegan trio including avocado, veggie and cauliflower tacos.

Maxwell Sierra, senior photography major, checks the levels of 
each photograph and helps maintain Henry Horenstein’s new 
exhibition, “Speedway 1972,” in the Irene Carlson Gallery of 
Photography in Miller Hall. The exhibit runs through Jan. 20, 
2023.

Casi Martinez

‘Speedway 1972’
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Chang steals senior day win in OT
Sarah Van Buskirk
Editor-in-Chief

A sudden death nail-biter 
ended with a spirited celebration 
for the La Verne men’s water 
polo team as they gained a se-
nior day win against the Austin 
College Kangaroos, 16-15, Sat-
urday morning at the La Verne 
Aquatic Center.

Head coach Pat Beemer said 
the roller coaster of a game came 
from communication break-
downs that were frustrating in 
the moment, but it was all about 
trusting the defense.

“For a lot of that game we 
were doing things better than 
they (Austin) were but not win-
ning,” Beemer said. “It was just 
a matter of cleaning up our six-
on-five that kind of helped us tie 
in regulation.”

The Leopards made their fi-
nal appearance for the season 
at Las Flores Park with the sun 
shining, compared to Wednes-
day’s shivering 8-6 loss to Cla-
remont-Mudd-Scripps. With 
about 30 people in attendance, 
some were specifically in sup-
port of the graduating Leopards 
as they held encouraging hand-

made signs. 
La Verne will be sending off 

senior attackers Alam Chang, 
Brandon Pham and Gage Un-
soeld, who were playing in the 
last home game of their college 
careers.  

“I’ve learned so much and 
improved so much,” Pham said. 
“I could blame Coach Beem-
er and Gage and Alam because 
they just want to teach me and 
make me better.”

Prior to the initial sprint, the 
announcer introduced the three 
seniors as they were escorted by 
their family and friends. Specta-
tors learned the players’ future 
plans and listened to a heartfelt 
message the seniors had for their 
teammates. Laughs and awws 
floated around the pool deck as 
everyone experienced a sincere 
moment for the Leopards.

Off  the starting whistle, grad-
uate student center James Cano 
made a big impression after he 
placed the ball in the cage, back-
to-back, assisted from passes by 
Chang and junior center Peter 
Trinh to open the scoring flood-
gates, 2-0.

The Leopards came out with 
fierce energy as they held the 

Kangaroos scoreless for most of 
the quarter until junior attack-
er Max Wade ripped out of the 
water in the center to put Austin 
on the board, 2-1. That sparked 
some momentum as the Kanga-
roos tied the game on their next 
offensive drive. 

However, Chang got the last 
word after he received a pass 
from the far side and drove it 
into the net to end the quarter 
with the Leopards on top, 3-2.  

In the second quarter, the 
Leopards had fallen behind as 
the Kangaroos outscored them, 
4-1. That one La Verne point 
came from Trinh’s rocket during 
a power play in the final seconds 
of the half. 

Throughout the match, the 
Leopards dug themselves into a 
deeper deficit when they could 
not clear the ball after graduate 
student goalkeeper Joe Lamson 
made incredible saves. 

“We were just not commu-
nicating defensively on who we 
should be going to and who we 
should be knocking down,” Un-
soeld said. “And also who we 
need to pick up when we tran-
sition from offense to defense.” 

After a regroup in the lock-

er rooms, Austin kicked off the 
second half with a goal off a re-
bound from a prior shot-on-goal 
that brought the score to 7-4.

The third quarter called for a 
slight comeback when Trinh and 
Unsoeld racked in three points, 
and the defense held the Kanga-
roos to only a 5-meter penalty 
shot, which pushed the score to 
8-7. A fingertip save was record-
ed for Lamson. 

Despite the considerable ef-
forts from the Leopards’ offense, 
the Kangaroos remained in the 
lead going into the final quarter, 
11-8. 

In the fourth quarter, the 
Leopards used their timeouts 
and strategically set up their 
offensive plays, which worked 
in their favor as they outscored 
the Kangaroos, 5-2, ending with 
Trinh launching out of the water 
for a crowd-roaring tie with 40 
seconds left in regulation. 

The score was 13-13 going 
into overtime, which is two 
three-minute quarters followed 
by a sudden death if the score 
remains tied. 

Sudden death was what was 
in the cards for the Leopards as 
two points were scored by each 

team in the first overtime, re-
sulting in a 15-15 tie and second 
overtime was quiet as neither 
team put up a point. 

With two minutes left in sud-
den death, the Leopards gained 
a power play after the exclusion 
of senior attacker Nico Masso. 
With a man up, Chang received 
the pass on the opposite side of 
the post and drilled the ball in 
the back of the net to gain an 
exciting win, with the final score 
of 16-15. It was a full-circle mo-
ment for Chang, ending his se-
nior game with a winning shot.

“At the end of the day we 
knew we were the better team 
and it was just up to us to prove 
that,” Chang said.

The Leopards traveled to 
Pomona-Pitzer on Wednesday, 
where they lost to the Sagehens, 
18-13.

La Verne’s overall record is 
7-20 and they remain 0-10 in 
Southern California Intercolle-
giate Athletic Conference play. 
The Leopards travel to Occiden-
tal at 11 a.m. Saturday for their 
season finale. 

Sarah Van Buskirk can be 
reached at sarah.vanbuskirk@
laverne.edu.

Kristen Schoenick
Staff Writer

Emma Vu, swimmer and se-
nior business major, makes big 
waves as she is on a Name, Im-
age and Likeness Contract, or 
NIL, with the competitive and 
international swimwear brand 
Arena USA.

In August 2021, the National 
Collegiate Athletic Association 
announced that they were going 
to start allowing college stu-
dent-athletes to get sponsored. 

Coming from Tigard, Or-
egon, Vu was excited to hear 
this news knowing that she can 
further enhance her experience 
in the swim world with sponsor-
ships.

Back at home over the sum-
mer, Vu worked at a country 
club named Stafford Hills Club 
in Tualatin, Oregon. It was there 
where Vu met Mark Pinger, 
the General Manager for Arena 
USA . 

Arena USA is an internation-
al swimwear brand that is both 
stylish and comfortable. Born 
out of Italy, the company prides 
itself on equipping swimmers 
and water lovers with swimwear 
and accessories. 

At the end of the year staff 
party, she introduced herself and 
her previous experiences with 
sponsorships. Vu got to know 
Pinger over the summer as she 
worked at the country club, but 
she was now able to get to know 
Pinger on a business level. 

Pinger asked for her Insta-
gram and instantly knew what 
an incredible fit Vu would be 
for the company, as she aesthet-
ically fits what Arena USA was 
looking for. Knowing that they 
were currently hiring a social 

media specialist for Arena USA 
, Pinger talked to his marketing 
director to see what they could 
do.

Full of excitement on the 
drive to work for Arena USA , 
Vu left the conversation with a 
big smile on her face. 

“La Verne is already spon-
sored by Arena USA, which 
made the thought of working 
with them even better,” Vu said. 

This past August, the mar-
keting director of Arena USA, 
Steve Ozmai, reached out to Vu 
asking her to do an interview. 

“I was so excited but scared,” 
Vu said. “This was the most 
qualified job that I had ever in-
terviewed for.” 

With so much potential being 
seen in Vu, she got the job and 
began to market herself for the 
company. 

When you are a student ath-
lete, you should not be receiving 
products that can help enhance 
your performance or give you 
any kind of advantage, like free 
products. However, Vu said 
that she receives free products 
because she is an employee for 
Arena USA . To avoid any con-
flict  while working with Arena 
USA and being a student-ath-
lete, they signed her as a NIL 
athlete. 

She received the Instagram 
password for Arena USA and 
flourished from there.

For the past four months, Vu 
has been working with Arena 
USA as a social media special-
ist. She posts around 5-7 times 
a week while working remotely. 
She also receives Arena USA 
products monthly and promotes 
the brand to its full extent. 

When they initially hired her 
in August, the plan was for Vu 

to work with Arena for three to 
six months. However, Ozmai 
told Vu that the work she has 
been doing for Arena USA was 
incredible and they can not let 
her go. 

Recently meeting with her 
boss, Vu was offered a position 
with the company post-gradua-
tion. 

At 20 years old and gradu-
ating in spring of 2023, Vu will 
be working with the marketing 
team for Arena USA concurrent-
ly with her position as a social 
media specialist. 

“There are only four people 
on it for all of Arena USA,” Vu 
said. “Getting a spot on the mar-

keting team is insane.”
On the marketing team, Vu 

will work with professional 
athletes and work on marketing 
strategies with the company’s 
presence at big meets, such as 
the Olympic Trials and the U.S. 
Nationals. 

“This has been my dream job 
since I was a kid,” Vu said. 

Arena USA’s headquarters 
are in Portland, Oregon, mean-
ing that Vu can still work re-
motely and be in the office while 
also being close to home after 
graduation. 

Vu’s accomplishments are 
easily reflected by her hard work 
and determination. When she 

came to La Verne, she didn’t ex-
pect the once-in-a-lifetime ex-
periences and opportunities that 
she has received. 

As a natural born star both in 
and out of the pool, there is no 
doubt that this job with Arena 
USA is perfect for Vu. 

Aside from her NIL contract 
with Arena USA, Vu works in 
the Office of Undergraduate Ad-
missions, holds the position of 
senator for the College of Busi-
ness and Management, and is a 
member of the Student-Athlete 
Advisory Council. 

Kristen Schoenick can be 
reached at kristen.schoenick@
laverne.edu.

Vu glides down the lane toward NIL contract

En Memoria...
step dance, never skipping a 
beat. 

“By performing here to-
day, we just left a little piece of 
our culture, and hopefully the 
youngins get a little bit of that 
and take it with them,” Morelos 
said. 

Between the acts DJ Xs-
cape kept the jams flowing and 
all around were fitted Dodg-
er hats, more Locs sunglasses, 
and tight ponytails bobbing 
up and down to the sounds of 
1990s West Coast Hip-hop and 
G-funk(Gangster funk) music.

With that Los Yesterdays 
took the stage and graced the 
crowd with their neo-soul sound 
and singer Victor Benavides 
charming falsetto voice. Singing 
songs about the Chicano strug-
gle, catching your ex out with 
the clothes you bought them and 
their new partner, or just how 
“Life ain’t Pretty… but it still is 
pretty good.”

“We didn’t anticipate such a 
big crowd because of the cold,” 
said Benavides. “But people are 
representing … and so we were 
happy to see all the people here, 
so that makes us really want to 
perform harder.”

Los Yesterdays capped off 
their set with their most famous 
song “Nobody’s Clown,” and it 
was as if the entire crowd at the 
fairgrounds had stopped what 
they were doing to sing along 
with Benavides. In every direc-
tion, people could be seen hold-
ing and dancing with their loved 
ones, whether it be their partner 
or their group of friends. 

En Memoria was not just a 
celebration for those who have 
passed, but it was also a remind-
er to folks to celebrate and enjoy 
life for those who can not any-
more. 

Vincent Matthew Franco can 
be reached at vincent.franco@
laverne.edu.

Continued from page 4

‘Wakanda’...
Boseman’s memory and carry 
on the legacy that Black Panther 
created with the first African 
American superhero. We know 
that the Black Panther torch will 
be passed down, and while the 
trailers have not confirmed any-
thing, fans believe that Shuri, 
T’Challa’s little sister played 
by Letitia Wright, is next in line 
for the role, which would follow 
the comic book in the multiverse 
plotline. 

I am excited to see the role 
taken on by a woman. We know 
for a fact that the next Black 
Panther will be a woman, which 
only furthers the movie fran-
chise’s prominence in represent-
ing the underrepresented. 

With so much weighing on 
the sequel’s shoulders, I can 
only hope that this movie deliv-
ers everything I am hoping for – 
restoring Marvel to its glory. 

Taylor Moore can be reached 
at taylor.moore@laverne.edu.

Continued from page 5



Jack Janes
Staff Writer

The Leopards started the 
2022 season with a strong 97-75 
victory against the Cal Miramar 
Falcons Tuesday night at Frantz 
Athletic Court.

“It’s just really cool to get 
this win as a team, you know. It 
wasn’t just one person that came 
out here and got it done, the 
whole team got it done,” soph-
omore center Brandin Ziegler 
said.The Leopards won the tip 
off and junior forward Kyler 
Harvey drained a three pointer 
to get things started. Both teams 
swapped leads in the beginning 
until a baseline inbound play got 
stolen and run back for a layup 
by senior guard Brad Yasukochi 
to make it 11-8 Leopards. 

“We were able to play some 
decent defense and kind of get 
some easy baskets that way,” 
head coach Richard Reed said. 
“That’s one of the focuses that 
we try to do, try to see if we can 
get some offense from our de-
fense.”

From there the Leopards took 
control and never trailed for 
the rest of the game. The team 
caught a groove and started to 
get good separation after Ziegler 
made a basket, then immediately 
came up with a steal down low 
and made a breakout pass to 
freshman guard Carlos Bedolla 
for the layup to make it 31-17 
Leopards.

It was then Cal Miramar’s 
turn to find their momentum 
and they threatened to overtake 
the lead as they brought it to a 
four-point game at 33-29 Leop-
ards. Despite the Falcons’ best 
efforts, the Leopards regained 
their composure and got back in 
the driver’s seat.

Freshman guard and for-
ward Simon Creel nailed a three 
pointer to make it 47-32 Leop-
ards. Ziegler made a free throw 
in the dying seconds of the first 

half, with a score of 48-32 Leop-
ards.

The Leopards picked up 
right where they left off in the 
second half when Harvey made 
both of his free throws and then 
followed that up defensively by 
making a huge block. 

“It felt good, man,” Harvey 
said. “We worked a long way 
to get here, and as coach said, 
defense and rebounds win you 
games.”

From there, the confidence 
of the Leopards really started to 
show as Yasukochi went up for a 
layup that was contested by two 
Cal Miramar players but still 
made the basket and then flexed 
his arms to his teammates.

In case one was wondering 
how good things were going for 
the Leopards, at one point senior 
guard John Malone II missed 
his target with a pass and hit the 
back of a Cal Miramar player. 
It bounced off the player’s back 
and into Creel’s hands and he 
put it in to make it 68-45 Leop-
ards.Shortly after, the Leopards 
captured their largest lead in the 
game when Bedolla made both 
of his free throws to make it a 
commanding 75-50 Leopards’ 
lead. From there, both teams 
went back and forth but it was 
not enough for the Falcons to 
make a comeback.

Cal Miramar had no answers 
for the Leopards, and the Leop-
ards cruised to a 97-75 opening 
night victory.

“It was just like pure energy 
out of all of us which got us this 
win, like we all had each other’s 
back,” Creel said.

The Leopards hit the road, 
visiting Southern Utah on Thurs-
day night, followed by trips to 
Life Pacific and Fresno Pacific 
next Tuesday and Wednesday. 
The team returns home to Frantz 
Athletic Court to face Willa-
mette at 2 p.m. Nov. 23.

Jack Janes can be reached at 
jack.janes@laverne.edu.
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La Verne demolishes Cal Miramar 

Senior guard John Malone II drives to the basket 
against the Cal Miramar Falcons on Tuesday at 

the Frantz Athletic Court. The Leopards opened 
their season with a win, 97-75. 

Jashelle Ranson

Leopards flop in home pool during dual-meet
Michael Hill
Staff Writer

The La Verne swimming and 
diving team’s double-dual meet 
against Redlands and the Mas-
ters University on Saturday af-
ternoon at Las Flores Park saw 
the Leopards struggling to stay 
afloat.  

We did a lot of good things,” 
head coach Pat Skehan said. 
“We need more experienced rac-
ing. Racing and training are very 
different things. I think we will 
be OK in the long run, it’s just 
getting through the hard parts 
right now.” 

Redlands beat La Verne, 328-
66, on total score with the men 
scoring 166-27 and the women 
scoring 162-39. 

Redlands then barely beat 
Masters, 207-206, on total scor-

ing with the men scoring 123-
78, but the Masters women’s 
squad scored more, 128-84.

 Lastly, Masters beat La 
Verne, 289-88, in total scoring 
with a score of 132-47 for the 
men and 157-41 for the women.

“I think we can improve on 
our confidence. I think we have 
a lot of swimmers here that have 
been swimming a long time and 
they know what they are doing.” 
La Verne senior breaststroke 
specialist Emma Vu said.

The first event of the day was 
the 1-meter dive.

 La Verne senior diver Kira 
Degelsmith provided a bright 
spot for the Leopards, scoring 
a 113.7 to win the event with 
Redlands freshman diver Violet 
Shultz finishing second with a 
112.35.

Next was the 3-meter dive 

where Degelsmith scored a 
122.45 and won the event 
against no competition.

The diving was followed by 
the men’s and women’s 200-
yard medley relays where in 
both events Masters came in first 
followed by Redlands in second 
and third, fourth place was filled 
by La Verne, and fifth was taken 
up by the Masters second team.

Masters swept the 100-yard 
butterfly events with freshman 
Kylee Sears winning the wom-
en’s race with a time of 1:00:51 
and sophomore Nilton Dos San-
tos de Oliveria winning for the 
men with a time of 52:10.

In the 200-yard freestyle, 
Masters freshman Trudy Patter-
son won the women’s race with 
a time of 2:03:58. 

For the men, senior Blake 
Eddow of Redlands took first 

with a time of 1:45:62, just beat-
ing out senior butterfly and free-
style specialist Asher Kocalis of 
La Verne by 1.18 seconds.

Kocalis explained what needs 
to improve for the Leopards.

“I think just being more ag-
gressive on the stuff we are not 
comfortable with like we did 
really well in the races we have 
done forever,” Kocalis said. 
“But in college, with much lon-
ger races, much harder races, 
especially against really good 
competition, you just need to be 
a little bit braver.”

“I think the whole team did a 
pretty good job,” La Verne soph-
omore butterfly and freestyle 
specialist Jaden Mendoza said. 
“We’ve got some things we’ve 
got to improve on, but we all 
stuck it in and did pretty good.” 

The meet wrapped up with 

the 200-yard freestyle relays. 
For the women, Masters came 
in first followed by Redlands in 
second and third, with Masters’ 
second team in fourth and La 
Verne was disqualified. 

For the men, Master’s came 
in first followed by Redlands in 
second and third, with La Verne 
in fourth and Masters’ second 
team in fifth.

“I think the whole team did a 
pretty good job,” La Verne soph-
omore butterfly and freestyle 
specialist Jaden Mendoza said. 
“We’ve got some things we’ve 
got to improve on, but we all 
stuck it in and did pretty good.” 

The Leopards have their last 
home meet against Whittier at 
10:30 a.m. Saturday before they 
travel to East Los Angeles.

Michael Hill can be reached 
at michael.hill3@laverne.edu.
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