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ON The COver
Navy JROTC cadets raise 

the flag during the city of La 
Verne’s Veteran Day ceremo-
ny at Veterans Hall on Friday. 
The event honored local veter-
ans of all branches of the U.S. 
military. / photo by Kim Toth

COrreCTiON
The story “Bon Appétit 

contract talks stalled” (Nov. 
4) incorrectly stated that Po-
mona College contracts its 
food service with Bon Appetit. 
Pomona College food services 
workers are actually employed 
by the college. The Campus 
Times regrets the error.

Lee tackles data collection in trade

Litsy Tellez

Ryan Lee, assistant professor of economics, gives a lecture on Tues-
day in the Quay Davis Executive Board Room called “The Effects 
of Trade Agreements on Trade Margins: Firm-Level Evidence from 
Colombia.” Lee and other researchers are developing mathematical 
equations to get more accurate predictions about the effects of tar-
iffs on international trade.

Liliana Castañeda
News Editor

Ryan Lee, assistant professor 
of economics, presented “The 
Effects of Trade Agreements on 
Trade Margins: Firm-Level Ev-
idence from Colombia,” before 
15 community members Tues-
day at the Quay Davis Executive 
Board Room.

Lee opened his lecture by 
explaining that although his 
talk would touch on the topic of 
the effects of trade agreements 
on trade margins, it would deal 
with more about how the effects 
of the trade agreements are cal-
culated on ATT software. 

ATT is the “average treat-
ment effect of the treated,” 
which basically means that they 
are the changes in outcomes that 
are attributable to the specific 
treatment. 

Treatments are any interven-
tion intended to improve a com-
munity. Treatments in his lecture 
are trade agreements.

Lee defined trade as the gen-
eralized system of preferences, 
or GSP, in the United States, 
meaning that trade was easier 
depending on factors such as 
international relations and the 
prosperity of countries.

In other words, circumstanc-
es such as being a poorer or a 
developing country meant some 
products could be exported 
without a tariff. 

He gave the example of Ar-
gentina and its exports in 2012 
and its loss of GSP eligibility be-
cause for many years they failed 
to pay a fine to U.S. companies 
after a trade dispute.

This increased exporting tar-
iffs because GSP has to be re-
newed every few years.

“It does make sense that (Co-
lombia) trading with the U.S. 
should be better than trading 
with Iceland,” Lee said. “Ice-
land is far away, and they don’t 
make as much as Americans. 
The treatment effect just by 
looking at the U.S will be dif-
ferent than Iceland, not because 
the trade agreement has differ-
ent effects, but because they are 
very different from the U.S. We 
don’t want what are the effects 
of trade agreements in the U.S., 
we want the results for what are 
the effects of trade agreements 
in general.”

Lee said the average between 
Iceland and U.S. exports is very 
skewed because it is much larger 
than Iceland which leads to more 
exports in trading naturally.

This then leads to an inaccu-
rate average since both countries 
produce such a stark difference 
in exports to begin with, that 
attempting to find an average 
between the two would mean 
only finding a number dead cen-
ter between the two and not an 
average. 

Lee gave the example of vot-
ing drop-off box locations to 
explain ATT and how the results 
of the voting may be skewed be-
cause of where specifically they 
are put.

If there are more drop-off 
boxes, there will be more vot-
ing. However, if the drop boxes 
are located in less populated ar-
eas, the voting will only increase 
slightly.

He continued to explain that 

other factors, such as placing 
drop-off boxes in Claremont 
Village, would increase voting 
but that the population there is 
already more likely to vote than 
if the boxes were placed in other 
areas like Pomona.

The results would be skewed 
more in favor of wealthier folks 
because although an equal 
amount of drop boxes are added 
in each location, there is already 
data that states that there is less 
voting per capita in less wealthy 
areas or with different demo-
graphics.

Lee said that the Bз equation 
he used in his research, a two pe-
riod binary treatment estimator 
used to predict trade effects, had 
been used throughout history.

He gave the example of when 
it was used in the 1990s to calcu-
late changes in employment due 
to minimum wage differences 
between New Jersey and Penn-
sylvania.  

Lee’s research confirmed that 
trade agreements do increase 
trade.

No matter how small the ef-
fect of preferential tariff cuts 
seemed before, it was far larger 
than previously thought.

Where before it was less than 
1%, that number increased to 
10% in export volume. Lee’s 
new method for calculating was 
more efficient by excluding out-
liers.

“I think it’s really important 
for us to have someone like Lee 
who can look at those data and 
all those implications, those data 
versus just seeing the bottom 
line of whatever we read,” Deb- Bishop returns to 

boost enrollment 
Samira Felix
Staff Writer

University of La Verne alum-
nus, former faculty member and 
former head of academic ad-
vising  Eric Bishop returned to 
the University of La Verne this 
month, after many years away, 
in the new role of interim vice 
president of enrollment manage-
ment on Nov. 7. 

Bishop held positions here 
between 1988 and 2007. He 
was an associate professor of 
journalism and Campus Times 
adviser, associate dean of aca-
demic support and retention, and 
director of academic advising. 

When he left the Universi-
ty, he went to Chaffey College 
where he served as dean of the 
Fontana campus and vice pres-
ident of student service until 
2020, when he was named pres-
ident of Ohlone College in Fre-
mont. He recently returned to 
Southern California for personal 
reasons, he said. 

While at Ohlone, Bishop said 
he mostly worked remotely be-
cause he started amid the pan-
demic. While there, he was re-
sponsible for transitioning back 
to in-person classes and increas-
ing student enrollment.  

“It was a great experience,” 
Bishop said. “It allowed us to 
focus on equity initiatives, di-
versity initiatives, despite the 
college’s enrollment, because it 
was one of the worst performing 
colleges in terms of enrollment 
in the state.” 

When the University’s Vice 
President of Enrollment Mary 
Aguayo announced her resig-
nation, Bishop said he spoke to 
President Devorah Lieberman 
about the interim position and 
the possibility of him returning. 

“I always have an interest in 
helping out my alma mater, so 
it was really just fortuitous tim-
ing,” Bishop said. 

Continued on page 3

Continued on page 6
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Letters recall Kristallnacht stories 
Liliana Castañeda
News Editor

The University of La Verne 
hosted its annual Kristallnacht 
Remembrance Lecture featuring 
author Steven Wasserman speak-
ing about his book, “Grasping at 
Straws: Letters from the Holo-
caust,” Sunday in the Campus 
Center Ballroom.

Kristallnacht was a night-
long violent act carried on by the 
Nazis on Nov. 9 and 10 in 1938. 
This night, also known as the 
“Night of Broken Glass,” was a 
pogrom – the Russian word for 
wreaking havoc or demolishing 
violently – targeted specifically 
against Jews.

It led to more than 90 deaths 
and the destruction and van-
dalism of Jewish homes, syna-
gogues and businesses. There 
was litter and broken glass left 
behind after the violent witch 
hunt for Jewish livelihood, 
which is where the name comes 
from. 

“Number one, my dream 
is that people will read and re-
member what happened to these 
people,” Steven Wasserman 
said. “Number two, I hope that 
what happened here compared 
to what is happening (in the 
United States) will serve as a 
warning so that all of us living 
in the United States and else-
where realize that horrific trage-
dies don’t always come like that 
they are like a frog in a pot and 
things can get to boil over time. 
So it’s a cautionary work as well 
as a reflective and commemora-
tive work.”

Steven Wasserman’s book 
follows the people of Ichenhau-
sen, a town in Germany, as they 
slowly shift from living a cultur-
ally vivid life to a life of bleak 
horrors as they are faced with 
living as a Jewish family during 
the Holocaust.

The story is mostly told 
through letters that the family 
writes, so it makes the story that 
much more impactful.

Steven Wasserman said his 
family was affected by the Ho-
locaust personally.

“Unfortunately it’s not that 
unimaginable that this could 
happen again and it’s really im-
portant to bring humanity to the 
survivors and really tell their 
stories,” Allison Wasserman, 
daughter of Steven Wasserman, 

said. “He gave historical con-
text but also told the story of our 
family and that it felt like read-
ing a narrative and that my fam-
ily were characters in a book.”

Allison Wasserman said the 
book made her feel a powerful 
connection to her grandmother 
who died a few years ago and 
that it gave her insight she did 
not know about her grand-
mother’s life.

“Talking about this is an ab-
solute necessity because young 
people have to be exposed to the 
reality of things and bringing it 
to the campus is a healthy way 
of doing that,” Ira Kwatcher, a 
Claremont resident who was at 
the event, said.

Kwatcher said that there are 
many people who believe it is 
their mission to eliminate Jew-
ish people, and hence they are 
scapegoated and abused.

He said that he finds it inter-
esting that they remain scape-

goats after being less than 1% of 
the population in the world.

“It brings to the forefront 
the difficulty of every genera-
tion. Every turn of events is new 
and at the same time is old be-
cause it’s the same story again,” 
Kwatcher said. “The fact is that 
antisemitism in this country has 
gone in sort of waves where it 
seems like it’s less for a while, 
but it always comes back and it 
comes back stronger.” 

Steven Wasserman said trac-
ing back his own history and an-
cestral lineage was very difficult 
to grasp.

He said he saw many similar-
ities from that time to now after 
all his research.

He recalled the similarities 
between Kristallnacht and some 
of the antisemitic events that 
have happened recently in the 
United States.

He compared the motives of 
Kristallnacht as having the same 

roots as the 2018 Pittsburgh syn-
agogue shooting that took the 
lives of 11 people. 

The man who carried out that 
terrorist attack had been making 
antisemitic comments and posts 
against the Hebrew Immigrant 
Aid Society on Gab, a social 
media website, and on Twitter 
against Jewish people rooted 
purely in xenophobia and ethno-
centrism.

The Kristallnacht remem-
brance event at ULV was orga-
nized by the Jewish Federation 
of the Greater San Gabriel and 
Pomona Valleys in part of their 
24th annual Jewish Book Festi-
val.

The organization chose Was-
serman’s book after members 
of the book committee explored 
around 300 other books before 
coming to a consensus.

“Our mission at the feder-
ation is to bring stories to the 
community,” Denise Schaefer, 

book committee member of the 
Jewish Federation, said. “We try 
to find a diversity of topics that 
will be interesting to our diverse 
community.” 

The 30 or so guests who at-
tended the event were invited to 
the reception after the talk. Peo-
ple gathered in groups and dis-
cussed their opinions and own 
experiences that dealt with the 
lecture. 

The Jewish Federation of the 
Greater San Gabriel and Pomo-
na Valleys will host its next Jew-
ish book festival event, featuring 
“By the Grace of the Game” by 
Dan Grunfeld, from 7:30 p.m. 
to 9:30 p.m. Saturday at Temple 
Beth Israel, located at 3033 N. 
Towne Ave. in Pomona.

Admission is $18.
For more information, visit 

jewishsgpv.org.
Liliana Castañeda can be 

reached at liliana.castaneda@
laverne.edu.

Steven Wasserman speaks at the Kristallnacht Remembrance Lec-
ture on Sunday in the Campus Center. Kristallnacht, or “Night of 
Broken Glass,” refers to the wave of violent antisemitic pogroms in 

Germany on Nov. 9 and 10, 1938. Wasserman is a retired attorney 
who has spent the last few years writing, researching and document-
ing his family’s history and the modern impact of Kristallnacht.

Kim Toth

Bishop will be in charge of 
the search for a permanent vice 
president of enrollment man-
agement, and he will be doing 
an assessment of enrollment 
management strategies to give 
recommendations to address La 
Verne’s recent enrollment de-
cline. 

“I’m looking to do what we 
can do to kind of stem the tide 
and be active and engaging and 
get a class that meets the finan-
cial needs of the institution,” 
Bishop said.

George Keeler, journalism 
professor who was Bishop’s pro-
fessor and colleague for many 
years, said Bishop is perfect for 
the position.

“Eric is the perfect person 
to make relationships,” Keeler 
said. “The only way to really re-
cruit students from the commu-
nity colleges is to get out there 
and talk to the leadership, coun-
selors and the presidents of the 
community colleges. Every time 
someone talks to Eric Bishop 
they leave as a lifelong friend.” 

Paul Alvarez, professor of 
kinesiology and president of the 
Faculty Senate who also worked 
with Bishop, said Bishop is very 
student-centered and is the type 
of person who starts asking 
questions when no one will. 

“I know sometimes that puts 
a lot of pressure on him to try 
to resolve things that maybe ar-
en’t quite in his lane, as people 
would say,” Alvarez said. “But 
it doesn’t stop him from saying, 
‘Hey, let me look into this,’ or 
‘Hey, let me get back to you if 

we can fix this situation.’ All of 
it is designed to make sure that 
the students had the best experi-
ence possible.”

Bishop said that building re-
lationships and collaboration is 
an essential skill for this posi-
tion. 

“Enrollment is more than re-
cruiting,” Bishop said. “Enroll-
ment is retention, it is student 
engagement and it’s the student 
experience. It is everything that 
brings students to the college, 
keeps them enrolled and ulti-

mately gets them out of the col-
lege in a cap and gown.”

He added that he hopes he can 
do a good job, and he is happy to 
give back to the University. 

“I have very strong roots at 
the institution,” Bishop said. 
“It’s an important entity for me 
in my life. Anything I can do 
that helps it and our community 
to be successful is important.”

Bishop’s contract runs 
through June 30, 2023. 

Samira Felix can be reached 
at samira.felix@laverne.edu.

Bishop...
Continued from page 2
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‘Speedway 1972’

The University of La 
Verne’s Irene Carlson 
Gallery of Photography 
is showing Henry Horen-
stien’s “Speedway 1972,” 
documenting the Thomp-
son Speedway in Thomp-
son, Connecticut, through 
Jan. 20, 2023. The gallery 
is open 9 a.m. to 5 p.m. 
Monday through Friday.

‘Homebound’
The Gallery in Mill-

er Hall presents “Home-
bound,” a exhibition fea-
turing photographs by 
undergraduate students. 
Curated by Maxwell Sier-
ra, including works from 
Ethan Bermudez, Armida 
Norma Carranza, Kay-
lie Ennis, Drake Ingram, 
Robyn J’Nai Jones, Dar-
celle Jones-Wesley, Chris 
Rogers, Maxwell Sierra 
and Kimberly Toth. A re-
ception and walkthrough 
for the exhibit will be 5 
p.m. Tuesday. The exhibit 
runs through Dec. 16. The 
gallery is open from 9 a.m. 
to 5 p.m. Monday through 
Friday. 

Claremont 
Lewis Museum

The Claremont Lewis 
Museum of Art exhibition 
“Transformations in Glass: 
Vitreous Funk, Fantasy, 
and Light,” features work 
of glass artists who were 
influenced by the Clare-
mont art community during 
a pivotal time in their artis-
tic development. opened 
from noon to 4 p.m., Fri-
day through Sunday at the 
Claremont Depot at 200 
W. First St.. The show runs 
through Feb. 5, 2023. Ad-
mission is free on Fridays. 
For more information visit 
discoverclaremont.com/
event/exhibition-transfor-
mations-in-glass-5.

Dance Lessons
Evie Dance Studio is 

offering bachata dance 
lessons for beginners Fri-
day from 8:30 to 9:30 
p.m. at 275 E. Second St. 
in Pomona. it is encour-
aged to wear comfort-
able attire. Tickets around 
$20.  For more information 
visit eventbrite.com/e/
bachata- lessons - t ick-
ets-360194169457.
—Kamila K. De La Fuente

HAppenings Students share creativity

At open mic

The University of La Verne com-
munity shared creative works in 
the Ludwick Center Sacred Space 

on Tuesday for the Libraries and Learn-
ing Commons’ Creative Expression and 
Open Mic Night. 

The event took place from 6 to 8 p.m. 
and opened the floor to musicians, sing-
ers, artists across many disciplines and 
mediums, dancers and even a crocheter, 
all from the ULV community.

Selena Cordar, Academic 
Success Center promotions co-
ordinator, helped organize the 
event and made a feature as the 
host in her lively introductions 
of each of the participants.

You could see her bopping 
in the front row, her pink hair 
vibrant, with a clipboard in 
hand. 

“At the Academic Success 
Center, we really push people 
to be open with themselves and want ev-
eryone to feel welcomed,” Cordar said. 
“We felt that the arts were really under-
represented at ULV. We wanted to put an 
event that gave people the opportunity 
to showcase their talents that often goes 
unnoticed.” 

Cordar said they have been preparing 
for this event since August, with the ini-
tial idea of hosting an open mic.

This idea evolved into a creative ex-
pression night that would in turn, be 
more inclusive of all the arts.

This month, Cordar and her peers at 
the Academic Success Center, have been 

hard at work both booking the space and 
encouraging people to register for the 
event.

Tables were set up in front of The Spot 
and Barbara’s Place to encourage people 
to participate.

“We were really happy with the turn-
out,” Cordar said. 

Cordar said that the Academic Suc-
cess Center ultimately aspires to spread 
awareness about their services through 

hosting events like this one.
The main goal is to bring more peo-

ple into the Academic Success Center, as 
well as the Wilson Library and Learning 
Commons. 

“A lot of people don’t know about us, 
but we do offer a lot of amazing opportu-
nities for students, especially those strug-
gling in their academics or just in their 
lives,” Cordar said. “We want more peo-
ple to know about us and doing events 
like this gives us that opportunity.”

The first performer to kick off the 
event was Marisa Elena Torres, who sang 
her rendition of a mashup of versions of 

“Feeling Good” by Michael Bublé and 
Nina Simone.

Torres is a graduate student pursuing a 
masters of science in child development. 

Singing has been a huge part of her 
life since she was a kid, participating in 
choir from elementary school through 
high school.

The passion in her voice, radiating 
throughout the room, created a sense of 
melodic calmness. She said that singing 

is very therapeutic for her and 
quite the outlet for everyday 
stressors.

“Creative expression 
through different mediums 
really gives people the power 
and voice to let the world know 
exactly what they are thinking 
and who they are,” Torres said. 

Torres is currently a pre-
school teacher, who said it 
has been interesting to see her 

go from taking in the power of her own 
voice to teaching her students how to use 
their voice in different mediums through 
incorporating songs and singing into her 
lessons has been very rewarding, partic-
ularly how they respond to it. 

Mickey Carillo, a senior psychology 
major, took the stage by presenting her 
craft in crocheting in conjunction with 
her comedic origin story of how it found 
its way into her life. 

Carillo said that having that moment 
of peace as she crochets or expresses 
herself otherwise gives her an opportuni-

Liam Udziela, freshman business administration major, 
presents nine of his drawings at the Creative Expression 
and Open Mic Night on Tuesday in the Ludwick Center 

Sacred Space. He explained that this one in particular 
is his most popular online. Alongside the artist were stu-
dents showing different types of creativity.

by Kamila K. 
De La Fuente

photography by 
Kaylie Ennis 

Continued on page 6

‘Creative expression through different 
mediums really gives people the power and 

voice to let the world know exactly what they 
are thinking and who they are.’

—Marisa Elena Torres, child development 
graduate student
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“Homebound,” a student 
photography exhibition curat-
ed by Maxwell Sierra, senior 
photography major, is currently 
showing at  the Ground Floor 
Gallery in Miller Hall. 

“I came up with the theme 
‘Homebound’ because with ev-
eryone returning to on-campus 
activities, a lot of people are 
also struggling mentally,” Sierra 
said. “I felt ‘Homebound’ was 
an easier way for people to remi-
nisce and show a piece of them.”

Other photography students 
featured in the exhibit are: Ethan 
Bermudez, junior photography 
major; Armida Norma Carran-
za, senior photography major; 
Kaylie Ennis, senior photogra-
phy major; Drake Ingram, se-
nior criminology; Robyn J’Nai 
Jones, senior journalism major; 
Darcelle Jones-Wesley senior 
photography major; Chris Rog-
ers, sophomore photography 
major; and Kimberly Toth, ju-
nior photography major. 

In order to get the show up 
and running, Sierra had to spread 
the word. The gallery needed to 
be reserved, and the images had 
to be received and then mounted 
in the Irene Carlson Gallery. 

He enlisted the help of Lynd-
say Bloom, photography depart-

ment manager, and Rory Hamo-
vit, adjunct professor of art and 
art history.

Bloom said she admired Si-
erra’s dedication to curating the 
exhibit and his vision and artis-
tic excellence. 

“I assisted (and) showed Max 
how to design and install the 
vinyl wall graphic show title. I 
also made sure Max included an 
exhibition title list for viewers to 
identify each work,” she said.

Inside the small gallery, 
spaced evenly along the walls 
are 10 photographic images by 
ULV students. Each image sheds 
light on the lives of the photog-
raphers.

Meanwhile, a monitor proj-
ects the photographer’s artist 
statements.

“I love the diversity of the 
work and seeing each student’s 
unique perspective and nuanced 
approach to capturing their own 
representation of home,” Bloom 
said.

One image in the gallery, 
“Beauphoria,” photographed by 
Drake Ingram, senior criminolo-
gy major, was taken with a digi-
tal camera with an altered lens to 
give the image an infrared look.

Ingram said was on the train 
from Pomona riding home to 
Rancho Cucamonga when he 
decided to take his camera out 

and capture Claremont from his 
point of view.

“When I saw the image in 
front of me it made me feel 
warm, and it gave a sense of 
peacefulness,” Ingram said. “It 
also signified that the sunset 
shows that my work for the day 
was over.”

Sierra’s contribution includes 
two black-and-white film pieces. 
One titled “Legacy” was taken 
at one of the last dairy farms in 
Ontario. The other, “Disman-
tled,” was the remaining pieces 
of the dairy farm.

Sierra used a 120 millime-
ter film camera and black-and-

white slide film. 
He chose film, instead of 

digital, he said, because photo-
graphing the land on digital files 
felt “replaceable,” just like the 
dairy farmland.

The exhibition reception will 
be from 5-6 p.m. Tuesday in the 
Gallery.

Robyn Jones
Staff Writer 

The Photography Club at the 
University of La Verne, which 
was started in Fall 2019, just 
before the pandemic, has made 
some notable changes. 

The club was formed to cre-
ate camaraderie among photog-
raphy students who were look-
ing to share their enjoyment of 
their art. 

“We wanted those who shared 
the same interest in photography 
to have a space to practice, learn 
and experience the medium to-
gether,” club founder and 2022 
alumna Mel Blazauskas said.

This semester, the club is us-
ing models. 

“I’m excited to see the pho-
tographers have a person to 
photograph,” Armida Carranza, 
senior photography major, said. 
“This … gives everyone some 
sort of learning experience.” 

Ethan Bermudez, sophomore 
photography major and club 
president, said he was excited to 
see the club collect over 50 sig-
natures of students interested in 
this club back at the club fair at 
the start of the semester. 

Though with so many mem-
bers, Bermudez said. “Schedul-
ing meeting times and getting a 
room is a bit difficult.”

Maxwell Sierra, senior pho-
tography major, has been a club 
member since fall 2020.

In 2020, he said, the club had 
only a handful of members and 
met via Zoom. 

Another improvement with 
the club this year is the addition 

of critique sessions for which 
members give one-another feed-
back on their work. 

“I see this being … bene-
ficial,” Bermudez said. “The 
photographers we have want to 
…receive feedback about what 
they need to change or do differ-
ently.”

As of early October, the pho-

tography club has been working 
behind the scenes with the Uni-
versity of La Verne Dance Team 
taking photos of the dance team 
at the football games and their 
dance team pictures. 

The Photography club also 
worked with the Iota Delta so-
rority taking photos at one of 
their sisterhood events.

Hector Lomeli, junior crim-
inology major and photo club 
member, worked with Carranza 
on the dance team’s photoshoot 
in October.

“I helped set up and clean 
up the backdrop that we used to 
pose the dance team members 
in front of,” Lomeli said. “I also 
directed the poses for each per-

son and practiced taking a few 
photos.”

The Photography Club hopes 
to collaborate with more clubs 
on campus in future.

For more information on 
the Photography Club, visit  
@ulvphotoclub on Instagram.

Robyn Jones can be reached 
at robyn.jones@laverne.edu.
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Photo Club expands in its scope

Casi Martinez

Ethan Bermudez, junior photography and political science major, is 
president of the University of La Verne Photo Club. Bermudez said 

he is thrilled to guide the Photo Club in a new direction and draw 
in new members.

Michelle Annett Roldan
Staff Writer 

The Williamson Gallery at 
Scripps College is showing the 
exhibit “Gods and Guardians 
in Asian Arts,” featuring sculp-
tures, paintings and hallowed 
objects of Hindu, Buddhist, 
Daoist, and Shinto gods and 
guardians. 

The exhibition, on view un-
til Dec. 18, is curated by Bruce 
Coats, a retired Scripps College 
professor of art history.

“The Williamson Gallery 
tries to do an Asian art exhi-
bition about once every three 
years,” Coats said. “And so this 
was a chance to bring up all of 
our religious objects.” 

The gallery has one of the 

largest collections of Chinese 
paintings in Southern Califor-
nia, containing about 130. 

The structure of the “Gods 
and Guardians’’ exhibition al-
lows the viewer to learn about 
these figures, as well as their 
stories or transitions through 
other parts of Asia. 

“Buddhism is (displayed) on 
the north and east walls, Dao-
ism is over on the south wall, 
and then we have a number 
of Hindu deities that were ab-
sorbed into Buddhism,” Coats 
said.

Some of the art pieces show 
the change that deities – gods or 
goddesses – have gone through. 
Some start off male and turn fe-
male, some transition from star 
to human. 

On one wall, the exhibition 
displays different versions of 
Buddha.

Despite Buddha being a his-
torical figure, Coats explained 
the differences between the way 
various parts of Asia began to 
depict him when the teachings 
expanded from India to China, 
Korea, and Japan. 

“The Japanese have a ten-
dency to make images of the 
Buddha with a very full face, 
and in Thailand, the Buddhists 
often have a very long, narrow 
face, and quite distinctive, dif-
ferent treatment of the hair,” 
Coats said. “This one’s from 
Cambodia, very strong cheek-
bones, which is quite typical of 
the Cambodian male face.”

Student photo exhibition reflects the personal 

Continued on page 6

‘Gods and Guardians’ offers 
many depictions of Buddha
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Student authors share eclectic works

Ramon Morales
Staff Writer

A group of about 30 students 
and faculty members gathered 
at the Ludwick Center’s Sacred 
Space last week to hear a read-
ing delivered by three creative 
writing students. 

Mia Aguilera, a junior cre-
ative writing major, Mia Alva-
rez, also a junior creative writ-
ing major, and Adonis Borer, 
sophomore psychology major, 
read works as various as the au-
thors and their unique personali-
ties and experiences.

The event started with Aguil-
era reading her piece titled “The 
Transition.” The short story used 
different creative elements in-
cluding Aguilera’s imagination 
that described an experience 
in hell. Wondering what hell is 
like, she incorporated unique 
elements like a headless cat and 
endless staircases. And she con-
cluded that in the end, hell is 
full of tricks. All of these things 
were explained throughout her 
story.

“There was a set of paintings 
that we were not given any con-
text to, so it was left up to my 
perspective and imagination,” 
said Aguilera when asked what 
had inspired her story. “Building 
off my imagination – it was a re-
ally fun project.”

Next Alvarez delivered a 
reading of her untitled piece. It 
described a situation of a preg-
nant girl, and different elements 
and circumstances that she dealt 
with. The story used irony, 
imagination and even a differ-
ent language – Spanish – to help 
keep the audience engaged. 

“I personally prefer when bi-
lingual writers don’t translate,” 

Alvarez said, “I feel if you’re a 
bilingual writer then that’s what 
you are. I also felt that there was 
enough context that even if you 
don’t speak Spanish you were 
able to tell she had said some-
thing.” 

The third and final speaker 
was Borer. They delivered three 
smaller pieces that all tied to-
gether into one creative reading. 
Borer used lived experiences 
to give these impactful stories 
that they worked on. The stories 
talked about living with the dev-
il, describing the experience that 
they went through.

“As much as it sounded like 
it, I usually don’t write really de-
pressing stuff,” said Borer when 
describing what had inspired 
them to write these stories.

The writers all explained how 
in this case, they shared stories 
that they are not usually accus-
tomed to writing. They all went 
outside of their comfort zones in 
order to share with the audience 
something memorable.

The writers also described 
how it was different for them 
to be so vulnerable and how it 
was a new experience for them 
to share it with others. All of the 
students shared a commonality, 
they all love writing creatively 
but they are not accustomed to 
reading their stories out loud. 
Even less to a live audience, but 
it seemed effortless. 

Despite it being a new ex-
perience for all of them, it was 
not obvious in their delivery. 
There was nothing but creativity 
expressed, and the audience re-
mained engaged all throughout 
the readings. 

“This was only the first of 
two readings, we’re having an-
other one in four weeks,”  Sean 
Bernard, professor of creative 
writing said.

The next reading will take 
place on Dec. 7, in the Ludwick 
Center’s Sacred Space.

Ramon Morales can be 
reached at ramon.morales@ 
laverne.edu.

Camille C.Nan

Mia Aguilera, junior creative writing major, 
shares one of her imaginative stories at the Lud-
wick Center Sacred Space on Nov. 9. The reading 

is the first of two such events this semester. The 
next will be at noon Dec. 7, also in the Sacred 
Space.

Open mic...
ty to unwind, which she takes 
joy in deeply, as it relieves the 
constant anxiety she feels from 
academics and life in general.

He strives to include the 
calming act of crocheting in her 
future therapeutic services in her 
own practice, while also having 
a business where she sells her 
own creations and teaches work-
shops.

The Creative Expression and 
Open Mic Night entailed artists 
sharing their work, writers en-
acting their graphic novels, trip-
py spoken word performances 
and singers belting out notes.

Then came the lure of the 
freestyling breakdancers of the 
group.

Vania Medina, a senior crim-
inology major, wooed the en-
tire room with her rhythm and 
groove as she busted some seri-
ous moves for a captivated au-
dience.

Medina has been dancing 
since she was 3 years old, a great 
passion of hers.

With experience in choreog-
raphy and performing, Medina 
is no stranger to sharing her tal-
ent with others.  

“This event gave the opportu-
nity to get the energy and stress 
out, seeing how other people 
express themselves and meeting 
a lot of great people expressing 
their strengths was really inter-
esting,” Medina said. “It was 
a way for us to share our emo-
tions, encouraging each other, in 
a supportive environment.” 

This was the last big event 
for the semester, the Academic 
Success Center has a few more 
tricks up their sleeve this up-
coming holiday season to keep 
an eye out for. 

Kamila K. De La Fuente can be 
reached at kamila.delafuente@ 
laverne.edu.

‘Gods and Guardians’...
The exhibition allows view-

ers to see the various depictions. 
The exhibition also has a dic-

tionary showing a Buddhist dei-
ty on top and the Shinto counter-
part underneath. In essence, it is 
the same deity but in two differ-
ent forms for whoever is inter-
ested in studying its gestures and 
positions. Aside from the dictio-
nary, there is also a guidebook.

“On the other side is a guide-
book to an island off the coast 
of Shanghai, where supposedly 

the bodhisattva of compassion 
resides,” Coats said. “And so 
using the guidebook, you can go 
around and see 33 different ver-
sions of her. It also has images 
of temples and scenic aspects of 
the island.”

Coincidentally, one of the 
gods and guardians that Coats 
found himself most drawn to 
was bodhisattva of compassion.

“I think I’m most interested 
in images of the bodhisattva of 
compassion, because there’s so 

many different ones and they’re 
different sizes and different me-
diums,” Coats said. “The one on 
the north wall is one that I par-
ticularly liked.”

The Williamson Gallery is 
located at 251 E. 11th St. in Cla-
remont. The gallery is open from 
1-5 p.m. Wednesday through 
Sunday, when exhibitions are on 
view.

Michelle Annett Roldan can 
be reached at michelle.roldan@
laverne.edu.

Continued from page 4

Continued from page 5

Writers
express 
emotions

It’s Not Your Fault. 

1 . 8 0 0 . 6 5 6 . H O P E

National Sexual Assault Hotline

Free. Confidential. 24/7.

(Operated by RAINN—the Rape, 
Abuse & Incest National Network)

Trade...
orah Olson, professor of man-
agement, said.

Olson said that there is so 
much data and statistics, espe-
cially for someone not familiar 
with the mathematics of the im-
plied results of the data involved 
that sometimes the bias in some 
of the research methodologies is 
undermined.

“The old ways aren’t neces-
sarily working so you have to be 
willing to change,” Liyah Ferris, 
sophomore biology major, said. 
“It’s important to understand the 
statistics because it will be af-
fecting our future.”

Jordan Ihrig, sophomore 
psychology major, said that he 
found preferential tariffs inter-
esting and the idea that remain-
ing at zero could actually cause 
an increase in exports.

Liliana Castañeda can be 
reached at liliana.castaneda@
laverne.edu.

Continued from page 2
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Students have mixed feelings about holiday
Abelina J. Nuñez
LV Life Editor 

Now that the excitement of 
Halloween season is over, it’s 
time to prepare for Thanksgiv-
ing – an arguably politically 
incorrect holiday that gets a 
mixed reception, at least among 
students at the University of La 
Verne. 

In an informal survey of 26 
University of La Verne stu-
dents, while 20 said they enjoy 
Thanksgiving and six said they 
do not, 14 students said they do 
not go “all out” for turkey day, 
as they might  for other holidays. 

“I enjoy Thanksgiving,” said 

Jonathan Saldivar, sophomore 
kinesiology major. “Both sides 
of my family get together, and 
we all sit down and have a giant 
dinner… we all kind of help out 
and cook.” 

But Scheradyn Hall, senior 
liberal arts major, said she does 
not like Thanksgiving because 
of its fraught history. 

“I just don’t like the histo-
ry of Thanksgiving,” Hall said, 
adding that she does like getting 
together with family. “But in 
high school, I learned a lot about 
the indigenous people’s history 
and the effects that Thanksgiv-
ing has had on Indigenous cul-
tures and everything, and I don’t 

like participating in that aspect 
of things.” 

Amnaa Taha, sophomore 
political science major, said 
she does not go “all out” for 
Thanksgiving. Instead, she said 
she makes a simple dinner and 
prepares for Black Friday.

Ash Ramirez, senior edu-
cation major, said she likes the 
concept and being grateful for 
the people in your life, but  not 
the holiday itself. 

“It’s based on glorifying the 
relationship between the set-
tlers and indigenous people of 
America, it’s kind of putting a 
lot more respect into the settlers 
than into the Indigenous people 

who have to go through a trauma 
dealing with them coming here,” 
she said. 

Ramirez said she does not 
like to celebrate Thanksgiving 
too much, and being grateful 
should be something that you 
do every day, not just one day a 
year.

As for their individual family 
traditions, despite mixed feel-
ings, all said they have fami-
ly dinner on the holiday, nine 
said they watch football, and 
five said they watch the Macy’s 
Thanksgiving parade. 

“The parade is usually on 
during the time we’re cooking,” 
said Lizzy De La Cruz, sopho-

more psychology major. 
De La Cruz added that she 

and her family write what they 
are grateful for, and after dinner 
they read what they wrote. 

Saldivar said his favorite part 
about Thanksgiving is making 
pumpkin pie and apple pie with 
his aunt. He said he is hoping 
to make pies this year since last 
year he did not make one. 

Ramirez shared a memory of 
Thanksgiving – going next door 
to her aunt’s house, and watch-
ing a “Twilight Zone” marathon 
while cooking. 

Abelina J. Nuñez can be 
reached at abelina.nunez@ 
laverne.edu.

Festival’s focus is drought soultions

Stephen Gilson Jr.
Staff Writer 

The California Botanic Gar-
den in Claremont hosted the 
“Waterwise Community Festi-
val” Sunday to spread aware-
ness about the issues of climate 
change and water conservation, 
and the particular challenges the 
state faces in light of a historic 
drought. 

At the entrance to the garden, 
a runoff table was set up to show 
how leftover chemicals from 
fertilizers run off into the Los 
Angeles River that connects to 
the Pacific Ocean. 

“It is an educational tool used 
mostly by kids,” said Danette 
Bouzanquet, river education 
and outreach coordinator at the 

non-profit Friends of the Los 
Angeles River. “There are three 
soft bottom areas. These are the 
only areas where water is able to 
penetrate the ground, and that is 
a good thing because that goes 
into our groundwater supply.” 

Next to the runoff table, was 
a “Los Angeles River Rover” 
vehicle, where guests were able 

to go inside to learn about the 
animals that occupy the areas 
near the Los Angeles River. 

More importantly, there was 
an example of how trash can 
eventually end up in the river. 

Trash along with chemicals 
like potassium and phosphorus 
from farm fertilizer can infiltrate 
the groundwater supply, and po-

tentially contaminate drinking 
water. 

The event also had Califor-
nia native plants on sale, such 
as California buckwheat, white 
and black sage, California native 
oaks and California lilacs, all of 
which can be grown easily in the 
local climate. 

“People should be buying 

California native plants,” said 
Mariana Ramirez-Rodriguez, 
Botanic Garden nursery man-
ager, said. “We’re in … a pretty 
bad drought. Native plants also 
help bring back the natural eco-
system.” 

The native plants are drought 
tolerant and they also promote 
plant biodiversity, which helps 

slow the erosion process and 
supports native animals. The 
festival also displayed irrigation 
systems, which use less water. 

The California Botanic Gar-
den is home to numerous native 
shrubs and trees, most notably 
the Joshua Tree and the Califor-
nia Palm Tree. 

“It is incredibly important 

that we try and conserve water 
just based on the state of our 
water supplies right now,” said 
Ashlee Armstrong, assistant 
director of horticulture for the 
Garden. “We are in the middle 
of a 1,200-year drought, and 
one change I would recommend 
is for people to get rid of their 
lawns because they use a lot of 

water for little benefit.”
While water conservation and 

practicing ecological respon-
sibility in the face of climate 
change was the theme, not all 
of the exhibits were doom and 
gloom. One stand showcased 
various fossils found in Califor-
nia, like the sabretooth tiger. 

Fossils are fascinating to look 
at, and they are also an import-
ant tool in studying the climate 
crisis.

“The fossils are important 
because we can use them to 
study natural cycles of climate 
change,” said Gabriel Santos, 
exhibitor from the local Ray-
mond M. Alf Museum of Pa-
leontology. “By understanding 
those natural cycles, we can bet-
ter understand how we impact 
climate change today. There is 
a lot of evidence showing us 
that what is happening today is 
not natural; it is because of hu-
mans.”

Stephen Gilson Jr. can be 
reached at stephen.gilson@ 
laverne.edu.

‘People should be buying California native plants. We’re in … a 
pretty bad drought. Native plants also help bring back the natural 

ecosystem.’
—Mariana Ramirez-Rodriguez, 

California Botanic Garden nursery manager

The Leo Food Pantry and 
Bon Appétit are collaborat-
ing to offer free Thanksgiving 
meals to students in need. 

Students were able to sign 
up by filling out a form provid-
ed on the Leo Food Pantry Ins-
tagram page, or through a QR 
code sent via StuInfo emails. 

The meals are good for four, 
prepared and chilled to be re-
heated for the holiday. 

Each meal comes with a 
main dish, with vegetarian op-
tions available, side dishes, 
utensils and aluminum pans 
with lids for easy reheating and 
serving.

Bon Appétit Executive Chef 

Justin Alarcon planned the 
menu inspired by Thanksgiving 
favorites. 

“With the upcoming holiday 
approaching, we wanted to fig-
ure out the best way to reach 
those students who may not be 
going home for the holidays or 
may not have the funds to con-
tribute to holiday meals,” said 
Beck Farraj, general manager 
for Bon Appétit, via email this 
week. 

Adrianne Montero-Cama-
cho, student outreach and sup-
port coordinator, said she hopes 
to be able to provide this every 
year going forward.

—Edith Gomez

Food pantry preps 
holiday meals 

Event offers 
tips to save 
water 

Art walk honors Day of the Dead

Casi Martinez

Monica Atherley works at her booth at the Po-
mona Art Walk on Saturday in Downtown Po-
mona. She designs and creates hypoallergenic 
jewelry like necklaces and earrings that every-

one can wear and customize to fit their own 
style. The art walk is held on the second Satur-
day of every month from 5-9 p.m. at the Pomona 
Arts Colony. 
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Men’s Water Polo, Nov. 12
La Verne – 11

Occidental – 12

Women’s Basketball, Nov. 13
La Verne – 56

North Alabama – 104

Men’s Basketball, Nov. 15
La Verne – 96

LIFE Pacific – 98

Women’s Basketball, Nov. 16
La Verne – 59

LIFE Pacific – 79

Men’s Basketball, Nov. 16
La Verne – 42

Fresno Pacific – 87

Friday
Men’s and women’s swimming and diving @ Winter 

Collegiate Invite, East Los Angeles, all day

Saturday
Men’s and women’s swimming and diving @ Winter 

Collegiate Invite, East Los Angeles, all day
Men’s and women’s cross country @ NCAA Champion-

ships, Lansing, Michigan, all day

Sunday
Men’s and women’s swimming and diving @ Winter 

Collegiate Invite, East Los Angeles, all day

Tuesday
Women’s basketball vs. Bethesda, 5:30 p.m.

Wednesday
Men’s basketball vs. Willamette, 2 p.m.

November
Tue. 22 Bethesda 5:30 p.m.
Sat. 26 at Utah Tech 1 p.m.
Wed. 30 at Whittier* 5 p.m.

December
Sat. 3 at Pomona-Pitzer* 2 p.m.
Wed. 7 Cal Lutheran* 7 p.m.
Sat. 17 LIFE Pacific 4 p.m.

Mon. 19 Lewis and Clark 4 p.m.
Tue. 20 Simpson (Cal.) 7:30 p.m.

Thu. 29 Ill. Wesleyan 7:30 p.m
Sat. 31 Redlands* 4 p.m.

January
Wed. 4 at Claremont-Mudd-Scripps* 7 p.m.

Sat. 7 Chapman* 2 p.m.
Wed. 11 Caltech* 7 p.m.
Sat. 14 Bethesda 2 p.m.

Wed. 18 at Occidental* 7 p.m.
Sat. 21 Whittier* 2 p.m.

Wed. 25 at Caltech* 7 p.m.

February
Wed. 1 Claremont-Mudd-Scripps* 7 p.m.

Sat. 4 at Chapman* 2 p.m.
Wed. 8 at Cal Lutheran* 7 p.m.
Sat.11 Pomona-Pitzer* 2 p.m.
Wed. 15 Occidental* 7 p.m.
Sat. 18 at Redlands* 5 p.m.

Bold = Home events      * = Conference game

at the Buzzer SChedule Women’S BaSketBall SChedule

leopard SCoreBoard

Panthers slash Leos to end season
Jack Janes
Staff Writer

The Leopards wrapped up the 
2022 football season with a 42-
14 loss at the hands of Chapman 
on Saturday at Ortmayer Stadi-
um.

Before the game, the senior 
Leopards were honored on the 
field as they were escorted by 
their families and the announc-
er described each of the players’ 
plans after graduation. 

“This is really one of the best 
teams I’ve ever played on,” se-
nior offensive lineman Joseph 
Griffin said. “All of the guys are 
super close, the coaching staff is 
great and it just feels like one big 
family.”

On the very first play, Pan-
thers’ junior quarterback Na-
thaniel Espinoza was picked 
off by sophomore defensive 
back Tyler Martin and it got the 
Leopards’ sideline and stands 
fired up. 

The momentum did not swing 
for the Leopards though, as they 
went three and out and punted 
the ball back to the Panthers. 

Then on the very next play, 
Espinoza connected with senior 
wide receiver John Krall for a 
71-yard touchdown pass to put 
the Panthers up, 7-0. 

The Leopards’ offense strug-
gled to get things going early on 
and did not get a first down until 
their fourth drive. 

They threatened to score as 
they got to the Panthers’ 16-yard 
line but a fumble by sophomore 
quarterback Andre Maldonado 
gave the ball back to Chapman.

The Panthers took advantage 
of the Leopards’ mistake and 
launched an 82-yard scoring 
drive that ended with a five-yard 
touchdown pass from Espinoza 
to senior wide receiver Spencer 
Corona to make it a 14-0 Pan-
thers’ lead. 

The Panthers ended up scor-
ing again before the end of the 
half when Espinoza threw a 28-
yard touchdown pass to Krall 
to make it 21-0 Panthers at half 
time.

The Leopards started the sec-
ond half with the ball on their 
own five-yard line.

Facing a fourth down and 

three yards to go, they ran a fake 
punt and senior tight end Arturo 
Herrera-Caballero ran the three 
yards needed for the first down.

The Panthers ended up get-
ting the ball back and marched 
down the field for another touch-
down drive. 

Senior running back Tanner 
Mendoza ran for 17 yards to 
score and the Panthers took a 
28-0 lead.

The Leopards responded by 
getting the ball on their own 30-
yard line and stormed down the 
field with the help of a 50-yard 
completion from junior quarter-
back Miguel Aguero Jr. to junior 
wide receiver Jonathan Torres. 

Sophomore running back 
Abel Cueva got the two yards 
needed to get to the end zone 
and the Leopards were finally on 
the board to make it 28-7 Pan-
thers.

And then just like that, the 
Panthers came right back to 
score. 

After a 56-yard gain by senior 
running back Marcos Reyes, 
Espinoza completed a six-yard 
passing touchdown to senior 

wide receiver Wyatt Hardin to 
extend their lead to 35-7. 

The Leopards’ offense came 
up big in their next drive as they 
faced two fourth-and-longs and 
converted both of them. 

Facing a fourth-and-seven, 
the Leopards went for it and 
Aguero Jr. completed an eight-
yard pass to senior wide receiv-
er Daniel Momand for the first 
down. 

Then the Leopards came up 
with a fourth-and-13 on the Pan-
thers’ 25-yard line and Aguero 
Jr. connected with junior wide 
receiver Spencer Pool for the 
25-yard touchdown to cut the 
lead to 35-14 Panthers.

Later on, the Panthers got the 
ball back on an interception by 
senior defensive back Carson 
Campuzano. 

A couple plays later, the Pan-
thers put the finishing touch on 
the game. 

Espinoza found Corona 
in the end zone for a 18-yard 
touchdown pass to make it 42-
14 Panthers with just over three 
minutes left.

The Leopards ended the 2022 

season 2-7 overall and 2-4 in the 
Southern California Intercolle-
giate Athletic Conference.

“Going forward, (we have to) 
just continue to work, be in the 
gym, on the field and continue 
to just work hard,” Maldonado 
said.

After the game, the players 
stayed on the field and shared 
some hugs, laughs and even 
tears with family, friends, and 
fans as they said goodbye to 
this year’s senior class and the 
seniors reminisced about their 
time at La Verne and what they 
will miss most.

Senior offensive lineman 
Trent Mondini shared his favor-
ite memories of playing with the 
Leopards.

“Strapping the pads on, man, 
just going out there and hit-
ting and playing the game I’ve 
played since I was 7 years old,” 
he said.

“I loved it,” senior linebacker 
Philip Conner said. “Every mo-
ment, the early morning work-
outs, I enjoyed every part of it.”

Jack Janes can be reached at 
jack.janes@laverne.edu.

Leopards lack buoyancy against rival Whittier
Sarah Van Buskirk
Editor-in-Chief 

The La Verne men’s and 
women’s swimming and diving 
teams were lapped, 186-45, by 
the Whittier Poets on Saturday 
at the La Verne Aquatic Center.

Whittier has a much larg-
er bench than La Verne which 
caused the Poets to race against 
themselves in several events, 
giving their overall score a 
boost. Many of the Leopards 
were under the weather this 
weekend and did not compete.

Though the Poets anchored 
down on the Leopards, there 

were still some impressive per-
formances that La Verne show-
boated in the water. 

In the women’s 100-yard 
backstroke freshman Madeline 
Grove proved her young tal-
ent by taking first place with a 
time of 01:05.85 over the Poets’ 
sophomore Grace Cooper, who 
finished about four seconds af-
ter. Grove continued to make 
great strides in the women’s 
200-yard backstroke, taking first 
place with a time of 02:28.55, 
just a little over a second before 
Cooper.

For the women’s 400-yard 
freestyle relay the Leopards 

were up against two sets of Poet 
relay teams. 

La Verne came in second 
place with a time of 04:08.64 
as freshman Cassandra Grin-
stead, freshman Mahayla Reyes, 
Grove, and senior Emma Vu 
dove off of the block. During 
Vu’s flank, she beat out the poet 
swimmer which pushed the 
Leopards from third to second.

For the rest of the events, the 
Leopards found themselves in 
the last two spots on the leader-
board.

This was the Leopards’ last 
home meet of the season beside 
the Alumni meet on Jan. 21, so 

the seniors got to say their final 
goodbyes to Las Flores Park. 

Those graduating in the 
spring include Celina Cervant-
es, Kira Degelsmith, Brandon 
Pham and Vu. Vu said she per-
sonally felt like she could have 
performed better but a virus go-
ing around the team stunted her 
swimming abilities along with 
other Leopards.

With part of the team sick, 
Vu said it brought the vibe down 
during the meet, and that re-
framing that mentality will be 
the goal for this coming week-
end. 

The Winter Collegiate Invite 

kicks off Friday as the Leopards 
travel to East Los Angeles for a 
midseason championship week-
end running through Sunday 
with the preliminaries beginning 
at 10 a.m., diving starting at 1 
p.m., and finishing off the days 
with the finals at 5 p.m.

“We all get to suit up and we 
have been resting a little bit for 
this meet,” Vu said. “We have 
been working a lot on details 
and not only am I excited to see 
how fast I can go but also how 
fast my teammates will go.”

Sarah Van Buskirk can be 
reached at sarah.vanbuskirk@
laverne.edu.
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