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Neidenne Arevalo
Staff Writer 

The University held a panel 
discussion titled “Why Vote?” 
Oct. 27 at the Ludwick Center 
Sacred Space, where about 25 
community members gathered 
to discuss the importance of vot-
ing with midterm elections just 
days away. 

Chairs were set up inside the 
Sacred Space for the discussion 
while outside food and drinks 
were available after the event, 
along with shirts that read “Leos 
Vote’’ for anyone who wanted 
one. 

The conversation was led by 
three panelists – Gitty Amini, 
associate professor of political 
science; Jason Neidleman, pro-
fessor of political science; and 
Dane Sawyer, instructor of phi-
losophy and religion.

Amini shared her personal 
story. 

“I did not get my American 
citizenship until I was in my 
mid-20s,” she said.  “I was born 
in Iran and fled Iran because of 
the Iranian revolution and came 
to the United States in high 
school. Most of my friends in 
high school were excited to turn 
18 and be able to vote, and I felt 
a little left out by that.

“It was very moving for me 
coming from a country that 
didn’t have fair, open, transpar-
ent elections to a place that val-
ues its democracy and values its 
input of citizens,” Amini added. 
“It was really a deeply moving 
experience to be able to vote.” 

Neidleman reminded the 
audience of the history of vot-

ing for African Americans and 
urged everyone to vote with an 
understanding of the challenges 
many groups have had to gain 
voting rights. 

“Use your vote to make vot-
ing itself more meaningful, to 
make sure that when we vote we 
are able to reflect our views in 
the democratic process,” Neidle-
man said. 

Neidleman also talked about 
recent attacks on voting rights 
and democracy, with numerous 
states passing laws that make 
it more difficult for some indi-
viduals to vote, gerrymandering 
and more. Sawyer emphasized 
that everyone’s vote, and voice, 
matters in this process.

“Politicians know that your 
age demographic doesn’t (al-
ways) vote,” Sawyer said. “So 
they can take you for granted. 
We often don’t know our values 
or what the community’s values 
are until we are given a chance 
to actually voice that point of 
view.” 

Students, faculty and staff 
who attended were also given 
the opportunity to participate. 

Zarah Vidriezca, sophomore 
legal studies major, said she 
has always been politically in-
volved.

“I loved the idea of being 
able to reach out, get people in-
volved and spread awareness, 
so that’s how I got involved in 
civic engagement at ULV,” said 
Vidriezca, who is also an am-
bassador for Andrew Goodman 
Foundation, an organization that 
partners with universities to pro-
mote voting and participatory 
democracy among young peo-

ple. 
“As a University and a com-

munity, we are trying to reach 
out to students and tell them, 

‘Hey you have a voice, it mat-
ters, and it has an impact’,” Vid-
riezca said. “Our choices impact 
the people around us, and with 
our University spreading aware-
ness and getting involved, that’s 
how we get the movement start-
ed.”  

An email from Student Info 
informed students that they can 

cast their ballots from Saturday 
through Tuesday at the Abraham 
Campus Center, where the Uni-
versity will host an official vot-
ing center for the 2022 Novem-
ber General Election for Los 
Angeles County residents.

Neidenne Arevalo can be 
reached at neidenne.arevalo@
laverne.edu. 

Voting on campus will be 
from 10 a.m. to 7 p.m. Saturday, 
Sunday and Monday, and from 7 
a.m. to 8 p.m. on Tuesday, elec-
tion day. 

The University has been a 
voting center since 2019. 

“Being a vote center is essen-
tial to cultivating a non-partisan 
democratic engagement and 
voter participation in the com-
munity,” said Julissa Espinoza, 
director of civic and community 
engagement.

Espinoza said students were 
encouraged to register to vote 

on National Voter Registration 
Day on Sept. 20,  and this ef-
fort brought 50 new registered 
voters with hundreds of other 
students who pledged to vote in 
next week’s consequential mid-
terms. 

Espinoza said students were 
also encouraged to register to 
vote by visiting the Office of 
Civic and Community Engage-
ment in the Ludwick Center or 
by visiting the University’s vot-
er information website.

“I hope students will be in-
volved in voting and develop 
the habit of participating in the 
democratic process,” University 
Chaplain Zandra Wagoner said.

“I am planning to vote,” said 
Philip Conner, senior kinesiol-
ogy major. “I feel like it’s a re-
sponsibility we all have as peo-
ple living in the United States 
to vote for what we believe and 
have a voice.”

—Emmanuel Garibaldi 
Stevenson
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ON The COver
A calavera, also known as 

a sugar skull, and other offer-
ings are included on the ofren-
da inside the Ludwick Center 
on Oct. 28. An ofrenda is an 
altar built to remember and 
honor people who have died 
during the annual celebration 
of Dia de los Muertos. / photo 
by Kim Toth

Event highlights importance of voting

Camille C.Nan

Jason Neidleman, professor of political science, 
Gitty Amini, associate professor of political sci-
ence, and Dane Sawyer, instructor of philosophy 

and religion, speak about the importance of vot-
ing Oct. 27 in the Ludwick Center Sacred Space. 
The history of voting was also discussed.

Community can 
vote on campus
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Bon Appétit contract talks stalled
Kamila De La Fuente
Assistant Editor 

Labor negotiations have 
stalled for workers employed by 
the Bon Appétit Management 
Company, which provides all 
on-campus dining including at 
The Spot and Barbara’s Place.

Bon Appétit workers, who 
are unionized under the Local 
11 union, are long past due for 
renegotiating their contracts, as 
the previous contract expired in 
August 2019.

Since then, workers have been 
getting by on a contract exten-
sion and are waiting on Bon Ap-
pétit to return to the negotiating 
table. 

Food service workers here, in-
cluding some students, say they 
don’t know how much more 
they can take. 

“We are severely understaffed 
to the point where we have zero 
p.m. employees, except for the 
supervisor,” said Sean Fricke, 
grill cook at Barbara’s Place. 

“I am frustrated and just re-

ally angry about this situation,” 
said Fricke, who has worked for 
ULV food service for five years, 
both at Barb’s and the Spot. “I 
am so close to walking away.” 

Also at issue are wages, say 
the food service workers.

The minimum wage in Cal-
ifornia is currently $14 to $15 
an hour depending on the total 
number of employees.

The last contract for Bon Ap-
pétit workers here included a 
$1.20 per hour raise each year. 
In 2019, workers for Bon Ap-
pétit made $14.20 to $16.75 per 
hour.

In 2020, workers made from 
$15.40 to $17.95 per hour. 

In 2021, workers made from 
$16.60 to $18.15 per hour.

While Bon Appétit wages are 
above the current state mini-
mum wage, given that inflation 
this year alone is nearly 8%, Bon 
Appétit workers and their union 
are calling for an increase.

“Student workers are getting 
paid (close to) minimum wage 
and are basically being used 

as an extra labor force to fill 
the gaps from what is not ful-
ly staffed because the kitchen 
is painfully understaffed,” said 
Natasha Wong, Local 11 union 
representative.

Wong’s job is to serve as a 
point of communication between 
the workers and the union.

And as such she plays a cru-
cial role in the grievance process 
between workers and manage-
ment. 

She said the workers want to 
sit down and negotiate a new 
contract, and management has 
continued to stall. 

“The huge lack of manage-
ment taking their workers seri-
ously when what their workers 
are asking for is not that crazy – 
they don’t feel listened to or re-
spected by the company,” Wong 
said. 

Bon Appétit management sees 
the situation differently. 

“Bon Appétit respects work-
ers’ right to unionize,” Michael 
Venckus, Bon Appétit region-
al vice president, said in an 

emailed statement this week. 
“We have positive relation-

ships with unions at many of 
our cafe locations and also have 
a good relationship with Local 
11,” Venckus said. “Bon Ap-
pétit’s employees are our most 
important asset, and we look 
forward to sitting down with 
them and the Local 11 to reach 
an agreement that is positive for 
everyone.”

Still workers here want to see 
conditions improve. 

“This ongoing battle with 
management put a lot of emo-
tional stress on us,” said Jackie 
Tejeda, morning cashier at The 
Spot. “I feel like we’re not ap-
preciated enough, and to then 
bring this stress home... It’s very 
frustrating.”

Tejeda is a single mother who 
works two jobs to make ends 
meet.

After submitting a grievance 
to Bon Appétit management, she 
said management began to scru-
tinize her attendance record.

“It has been a rollercoaster for 

me,” Tejeda says. 
“We’re not able to keep em-

ployees long-term,” said Cora 
Hammons, barista and cashier at 
Barbara’s Place. “Over the last 
four years that I’ve been work-
ing here, we’ve gone through 
about five or six baristas.”

Bon Appétit is a multi-mil-
lion dollar company that offers 
full food-service management to 
corporations, universities, muse-
ums and other specialty venues. 
It operates more than 1,000 ca-
fes in 33 states.

La Verne is not the only place 
experiencing union and pay con-
cerns. 

At Pomona College, which 
also contracts with Bon Appétit, 
workers fought for wage raises 
in a walkout last Friday and Sat-
urday. 

As of this week, no date has 
been set to resume negotiations 
for La Verne’s food service 
workers. 

Kamila De La Fuente can be 
reached at kamila.delafuente@
laverne.edu.

Greek life raises sexual assault awareness
Robyn Jones
Staff Writer

The University’s Title lX of-
fice collaborated with the Greek 
Life last week to put on a sexual 
assault awareness booth in front 
of the Campus Center.

Student representatives from 
Iota Delta, Phi Sigma Sigma, 
Sigma Kappa, Alpha Omicron 
Pi, Phi Delta Theta, and Sigma 
Alpha Epsilon were on hand 
with the University’s Title lX 
coordinator Alison Vicroy.

Title IX is the 50-year-old 
law that calls for gender equity 

in education and prohibits bias 
based on sex and gender. It is 
most frequently associated with 
sports programs and sexual as-
sault prevention. 

From 3 p.m. to 5 p.m. on 
Oct. 27, students stopped by the 
booth to answer questions about 
sexual assault statistics posed by 
greek life representatives. 

Participants were given “cup 
condoms” to protect their drinks, 
and keychain alarms.

“We’re just trying to promote 
awareness to everyone, so that 
they can be aware when they are 
in social settings and unwanted 

situations,” said Mackay Morga-
nArmstrong, senior kinesiology 
major and Sigma Kappa mem-
ber.

“This (is) very important to 
me as a woman and a member 
of Iota Delta because (sexual as-
sault) is a serious problem, so I 
love that they decided to imple-
ment this booth this semester,” 
said Isela Chavez,  junior legal 
studies major and president of 
Iota Delta.

According to the Rape, 
Abuse and Incest National Net-
work, 26.4% of female under-
grads and 6.8% of male under-

grads will experience rape or 
sexual assault through physical 
force, violence or incapacitation.

Vicroy said sexual assault ed-
ucation often focuses only on 
women.

“We know all genders experi-
ence harm and all genders cause 
harm,” Vicroy said.  

Joey Duarte, sophomore busi-
ness administration major and 
Phi Delta Theta member, walked 
up to the booth before class.

“I don’t know anyone who 
was affected by sexual assault,” 
Duarte said. “But … it hurts to 
know that there could be people 

I care about and love that could 
possibly be affected and scared 
to say something.”

If you have been assaulted 
and need to speak with someone 
confidentially, call the Counsel-
ing and Psychological Services 
center on campus at 909-448-
4105, or the 24-hour National 
Sexual Assault Hotline at 800-
656-4673.

To report a sexual assault on 
campus, email or call Vicroy at 
title9coordinator@laverne.
edu at  call 909-448-4012.

Robyn Jones can be reached 
at robyn.jones2@laverne.edu.
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ULV observes Dia de los Muertos
Kamila De La Fuente
Assistant Editor 

A profound overview of Dia 
de los Muertos was followed by 
the construction of the altars or 
ofrendas on Oct. 28 from 1 to 
2 p.m. in the Ludwick Sacred 
Space. 

It was presented by Jose 
Miguel Hernandez, a junior 
educational studies major, and 
Christian Bracho, an associate 
professor of  teacher education. 

Dia de los Muertos celebrates 
the spirits of deceased children 
on Nov. 1 and adults on Nov. 2.

Bracho works with Chief 
Diversity, Equity, and Inclusion 
Officer Alexandra Burrell as a 
faculty diversity liaison to sup-
port diversity projects on cam-
pus. 

He works additionally on 
the Hispanic Serving Institution 
Task Force.

“I’m always invested in 
bringing more events to campus 
where people can see themselves 
and see their heritage,” Bracho 
said. “It’s about community, 
family, and connecting with the 
ones you lost and making space 
for it.”

Grief is often seen as a quiet, 
private affair that is not usually 
shared. 

“Dia de los Muertos allows 
for making grief public, making 
it seen and manifested versus 
trying to hide it or make it this 
secret thing that you go through 
on your own,” Bracho said.

Bracho said that the tradi-
tion is about wanting to create a 
space to honor your loved ones.

It create a symbols of them, 
and then show other people who 
they were, untold stories about 
them, and to continue remem-
bering them, which will keep 
their memory alive. 

For Bracho, he said it is a 
beautiful way to remember our 
departed loved ones rather than 
a tragedy that we face on our 
own. 

“Building an ofrenda is a cre-
ative artistic process, and I love 
changing it every day,” Bracho 
said. 

He said he usually builds his 
altar a week in advance of the 
holiday and adds to it each day, 
connecting more with it each 
time. 

“I love sitting and experienc-
ing this living thing,” Bracho 
said. “Seeing the candles flicker 
and smelling the strong scent of 
the marigolds.”

Bracho said for Latin Ameri-
cans who have been cut off from 

their identities and histories, it is 
important to preserve them by 
telling their stories now. 

He said that this tradition is 
a way of resisting the erasure of 
their histories. 

As an educator, he believes 
that telling stories teaches peo-
ple things and that the best way 
to educate is to humanize each 
other.

“Today, for example, getting 
to tell the story of my family was 
a chance to teach people about 
a culture that maybe they didn’t 
know about, that’s easier to un-
derstand than reading a book,” 
Bracho said. 

Burell said the historical and 
cultural context that Hernan-
dez and Bracho provided in the 

session adds value to her under-
standing about this tradition, as 
her own personal grief process 
looks a little different. 

“I am open and wanting to 
learn more about how I can in-
tertwine some of these historical 
and cultural components into the 
way I acknowledge and remem-
ber my family and loved ones,” 
Burell said.  

Jessica Molina, sophomore 
criminology major, was drawn 
to the event coming from a His-
panic background herself and 
felt connected to the tradition. 

She attended to see what oth-
er new things she could learn 
about the holiday. 

“My favorite part was coming 
together and being able to build 

the altar even though we’re all 
from different cultures,” Molina 
said. “It was really interesting to 
see how we were all able to put 
it together.” 

She said she gained a lot more 
knowledge about how different 
regions in Mexico prepare their 
food offerings for their loved 
ones and the science behind it. 

Hernandez’s grandmother, 
Paula Hernandez Garcia, who 
was visiting from Oaxaca, said 
she appreciated the style in the 
community-built ofrendas. 

She said they reminded her 
of the various ways the altars are 
prepared in Mexico. 

Kamila K. De La Fuente can be 
reached at kamila.delafuente@ 
laverne.edu. 

Magician puts Claremont under a unique spell
Michelle Annett Roldan
Staff Writer 

Magician Greg Van Holsbeck 
returned to the Claremont Fo-
rum Bookstore after a two-year 
hiatus with new illusions in his 
show “Handcrafted Mysteries” 
for a group of 15 on Oct. 27.  

Holsbeck previously per-
formed in 2019 and 2020 at the 
bookstore.

“The magic doesn’t exist un-
til somebody sees it,” Holsbeck 
said. “I can sit in my room all 
day doing card tricks, but until 
someone sees something impos-
sible happen, it doesn’t exist.”

Luckily for Holsbeck, spec-
tators were amazed by all the 
different tricks he had to show. 

Some of the tricks that Hols-
beck did that night were coin 
appearances, card tricks, word 

plays, and spotting the liar that 
had the audience gasped and 
applauded when he concluded 
them.

“This was a really fun crowd 
with a ton of energy,” Holsbeck 
said. “They really absorbed ev-
erything and really felt like they 
were there for the ride which is 
exactly where I want people to 
be which is great.”

From the very beginning, 
the audience happily waited for 
Holsbeck to come up front. 

Everyone chatted and got to 
know one another with laughter 
and cheeriness. 

This then only increased as 
the show began. 

Audience member Gabriel 
Aquino from Pomona came out 
to the show because of his love 
for magic and its mystery. 

“It’s my first time hearing of 

him,” Aquino said. “Definitely 
coming back after a while so he 
can have new tricks you know.”

Accompanying Aquino was 
his friend Louise Ponla from 
Rancho Cucamonga.

“I like how intimate it was, it 
was very small, not overwhelm-
ing you know,”  Ponla said. 
“And he was very engaging, so 
I have to give it to him.”

Holsbeck interacted with 
Ponla in the crowd as he chose 
her to go up front for the first 
trick of the night. 

She let Holsbeck borrow an 
imaginary coin, which he then 
turned into a real one through 
his magic.

Like Ponla, every person in 
the room was selected to be a 
part of a magic trick in one way 
or another.

“That’s my favorite thing to 

do with magic,” Holsbeck said. 
“I am of the belief that magic is 
an experiential art form that to 
just sit and watch it is one thing, 
but when you feel like you are 
part of it, it is a whole other 
thing.”

Audience members agreed 
they appreciated being included 
in Holsbeck’s show.

Rudy López from Los Ange-
les said he was intrigued by ev-
ery trick. 

He said he found himself en-
joying it more because he was 
participating in it. 

“I think the audience partic-
ipation engages you in a differ-
ent way and it’s also a way of 
keeping it not just interesting, 
but also honest,” Rudy López 
said. “It’s not just him touching 
the stuff, so it creates more of 
a tangible real experience than 

somebody who is just putting on 
a show.”

Sitting with Rudy López was 
Rebecca López of Los Angeles, 
who was surprised with tickets 
to Holbeck’s show for her birth-
day. 

She exclaimed with excite-
ment and joy from being one of 
the most asked audience mem-
bers to participate in a magic 
trick. 

“This magic was very differ-
ent from what I’ve seen,” Re-
becca López said. “It was just 
fun being part of the show and 
being able to see what he was 
doing. And it creates that won-
der, because you’re like wait 
I’m here up close, how did that 
happen?”

Michelle Annett Roldan can 
be reached at michelle.roldan@
laverne.edu. 

Myah Gomez, freshman educational studies major, and Deanna Vil-
lagran, coordinator of student engagement and leadership, decorate 
an ofrenda in the Campus Center on Oct. 28. An ofrenda is an altar 

built to remember and honor people who have died during the an-
nual celebration of Dia de los Muertos. The marigold flowers lights 
the path for the spirts to not lose their way to families and friends. 

Kim Toth
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Heart of Haute takes fashion local
Kamila De La Fuente
Assistant Editor 

Downtown La Verne wel-
comed a new vintage-inspired 
boutique, Heart of Haute, the 
former home of Sigal Diamonds. 

Haute’s grand opening was 
Oct. 15 marking their first-ever 
brick-and-mortar in-store retail 
location. 

Heart of Haute is a wom-
en-owned boutique that has op-
erated online since 2005.

A mother-daughter team, Te-
resa and Amanda Becker are the 
visionaries behind the business. 

“The secret to success in a 
rapid growing, vintage-inspired 
fashion market is dedication to 
quality and customer service,” 
Teresa Becker, who has been in 
the fashion industry since 1978, 
said.

“This means staying true to 
our values and what our custom-
ers love, keeping our brand orig-
inal and continuing to make and 
put out items that we believe in,” 
Amanda Becker said. 

Amanda Becker got her start 
attending music events as a teen-
ager.

From scotch genre shows to 
punk shows, a niche demograph-
ic for vintage clientele really in-
fluenced the way she dressed. 

She started collecting, buy-
ing and selling vintage. Finding 
items that needed fixing from 
a new zipper or buttons, and 
reselling her new creations on 
eBay, is how she got started with 
online sales. By wearing her de-
signs at these events, it created a 
demand for her dresses. 

She distinctly remembers 
needing help with a zipper and 
asking her mom, who then saw 
an opportunity in her work. 

“At the time, I had no idea 
that was going to turn into my 
entire career,” Amanda Becker 
said. 

She knew exactly how to do 
the marketing aspect but needed 
help making patterns and how 
to approach anything that was 
fashion and business oriented. 

She studied music in college 
with no intention of ending up in 
the fashion industry and having 
grown up surrounded by it. 

“We’re very excited to be 
interacting directly with the 
consumer here in our first re-
tail store after 18 years of doing 
e-commerce, it’s been a wild 
ride, ” Teresa Becker said. 

Having been completely on-
line, the owner’s project that 
their annual revenues will rise 
with the reach of a new demo-
graphic and community to sell 
through a rooted retail store. 

People from stores in Swit-
zerland, Sweden, and Austra-
lia would visit the company’s 

warehouse to make purchases 
when they were on vacation in 
Southern California, making the 
boutique a new destination place 
for them. 

But their journey has not 
been without a few challenges 
over the years. 

They have had to deal with 
knockoff brands imitating their 
work, often mass-made in for-
eign countries for cheaper. 

The COVID-19 pandem-
ic also closed a number of the 
small businesses they used to 
sell to.

This ultimately pushed them 
to open the retail store. 

In response to COVID-19, 
they had to lay off all of their 
staff and weren’t sure the busi-
ness would be able to survive. 

The brand adapted by making 
and selling cotton facemasks, 
which sold out every week for 
three months.

The owners’ main compet-
itors are Pinup Girl Clothing, 
Trashy Diva Clothing, and 
uniquevintage.com, which make 
similar products but are manu-
factured in China.

One facet of Haute that dis-
tinguishes the store from its 
competitors is its custom haute 
service, a collaboration between 
the brand and the customer. 

Fabrics set aside pre- and 
post-production, are made avail-
able to the customer to custom-
ize their item. 

From a vast selection of 
unique patterns, people of all 
shapes and sizes can have the 
fabric cut to their measurements.

With patterns going up to size 
3x, their styles are accessible to 
a more diverse community of 
shoppers. 

This option has been very 
popular, leaving customers hap-
py with their one-of-a-kind item. 

Far back in the store is the 
room where the magic happens. 

From rolls of fabric to sew-
ing machines and cutting boards 
in this multifunctional space, 
where everybody has the possi-
bility to find their own unique 
fit. 

In the front circular racks 
from all kinds of women’s cloth-
ing, children, and select male 
clothing as well.

Two makeshift dressing 
rooms catch your eye with a 
baby pink fabric and satin rib-
bons that glide over a custom-
er’s head as they head over to 
make a purchase. 

“Learning how to create a 
sketch into an actual product for 
people to buy is a whole new 
experience,” Isabella Mercado 
Waters, in-store employee, said. 

Watters was a student at 
Chaffey College where she stud-
ied with Teresa Becker in an in-

troductory patternmaking class, 
which led to Becker offering her 
a job. 

“I was so excited to take 
this opportunity, to take what I 
learned and apply in a career I 
felt motivated about,” Watters 
said. 

Putting new student ener-
gy and new fashion graduates 
to work has been an essential 
part of the evolution of Heart of 
Haute. 

Teresa Becker has also taught 
at Mt. San Antonio College. 

Vallerie Garcia, fashion ma-
jor at Mt. SAC and Heart of 
Haute employee, has been in-
terested in fashion and sewing 
from a very young age. 

“I’m very grateful to have 
met Professor Becker, to be a 
part of her team here at Heart of 
Haute. It enriches my life while 
serving as a helpful learning ex-
perience,” Garcia said. 

She said the transition from 
online to an in-person retail bou-
tique had made Heart of Haute 
more accessible to people who 
may not have known about it 
otherwise, bringing in new cu-
riosity and local support in a 
warm and inviting neighbor-
hood atmosphere. 

Gailyn Bassler, La Verne res-
ident, started buying clothing 
from the boutique when they 
first began remodeling the space. 

“I love the space, it goes back 

to the old-time dress shops but 
with a modern twist,” Bassler 
said.

She found it wonderful that 
there was now a dressmaker in 
town, where the dresses are de-
signed, cut and sewn locally and 
always true to size. 

“The personal touch the bou-
tique offers where they’re al-
ways very gracious and see you 
as a real person, not just a cus-
tomer,” Bassler said. 

Heart of Haute is open from 
11 a.m to 6 p.m on Tuesday 
through Saturday at 2306 D 
Street.

Kamila K. De La Fuente can be 
reached at kamila.delafuente@ 
laverne.edu.

Kaylie Ennis

Teresa Becker, owner of Heart of Haute in down-
town La Verne, adjusts the handmade dresses in 
her store Monday to make sure the racks are color 

coordinated. The new store at the corner of Third 
and D streets, opened Oct. 15. The new vintage 
boutique is open Tuesdays through Saturdays. 

It’s Not Your Fault. 
1 . 8 0 0 . 6 5 6 . H O P E

National Sexual Assault Hotline
Free. Confidential. 24/7.

(Operated by RAINN—the Rape, Abuse & Incest National Network)
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etc...
Student 
Reading

The creative writing pro-
gram is hosting a student 
reading from noon to 1 p.m. 
Wednesday in the Ludwick 
Center Sacred Space.

Jocel Sanchez will host 
the event and with student 
readers Mia Aguilera, Mia 
Alvarez and Adonis Borer. 

Admission is free.

‘Calaveras de 
Clay’

The American Museum 
of Ceramic Art is hosting a 
bilingual family workshop 
for Dia de los Muertos.

Participants are invit-
ed to bring an offering to 
add to the museum’s altar 
space and sculpt their very 
own calaveras using air-dry 
paint.

The event runs from noon 
to 2 p.m. Sunday at 399 N. 
Garey Ave. in Pomona.

Tickets start at $30 and 
include admission to the 
Museum.

For tickets and more in-
formation, visit amoca. 
org/events/calaveras-de- 
clay-family-workshop.

The Haven
Melt Mars, Kiki Diago, 

Siam Jem and The Dream-
scape will perform from 7 
p.m. to 11 p.m. Friday at 
The Haven in downtown 
Pomona.

Tickets are $11.50.
For more information vis-

it thehavenpomona.com/
event-details/melt-mars-
kiki-diago-siam-jem-the-
dreamscape.

Duckwrth
Rapper Duckwrth, will 

perform at 8 p.m. Saturday 
at The Glass House at 200 
W. Second Street in Pomo-
na.

Doors open at 7 p.m. 
Tickets start at $22.

For more information 
visit theglasshouse.us.

Open Mic
Stand-up comedian Zero 

Rimpson will host an open 
mic from 7:30 to 9:30 p.m. 
Friday at Shaun Diamond 
Plaza, 197 W. Second St. in 
downtown Pomona.

Admission is free. 
—Kamila K. De La Fuente

HAppenings

New publishing house sustains diversity
Kamila De La Fuente
Assistant Editor

The Claremont Packing 
House, in the heart of Claremont 
Village, welcomed its latest ad-
dition with the grand opening of 
Curious Publishing Art and Bo-
dega on Oct. 22 at 532 W. First 
St. 

Curious Publishing is a 
women-founded, Black, Indige-
nous, and people of color 100% 
artist-run non-profit, art book 
publishing company. The publi-
cation is based and has been op-
erating in California since 2017, 
focusing on social justice, men-
tal health, and augmenting mar-
ginalized voices in the Inland 
Empire of Southern California. 

The bodega itself is bursting 
with color, from floral gray and 
black tile, to vibrant racks of Cu-
rious Magazine to mixed print 
tote bags and fresh art, good 
reads, and other treasures. 

Rebecca Ustrell is the found-
er and editor-in-chief of Curious 
Publishing. She volunteered to 
run the pop-up gallery in the 
Claremont Packing House in 
2016 for roughly a year and a 
half at the Claremont Art Walk, 
where she met plenty of artists. 
Here she decided to make a 
comprehensive map that did not 
just indicate where the artists 
were located but also showcased 

the artists themselves. 
This then became a map that 

designates the space and had an 
article about each one. She said 
people liked it so much that they 
asked about the next issue. At 
her next pop-up, she knew her 
creation needed a name. 

“I wanted to choose a cool 
name to name it after, so we 
decided to call it curious, and 
that’s when my friends and I got 
together and compiled a theme,” 
Ustrell said. 

The first theme was pink. 
“We all submitted artwork, 

writings, and photography that 
was about the color pink and 
that was our very first issue ever 
in 2018,” Ustrell said. 

Ustrell started an art publish-
ing business because she simply 
loves typography and art and 
combining them with each other.

“My own art is where it 
all started and having a lot of 
friends that were into art made 
this project I was working on 
more than one-dimensional,” 
Ustrell said. 

As a non-profit organization, 
100% of the proceeds from sell-
ing issues of Curious Magazine 
go back to funding the artistic 
endeavors of people of color, 
queer people’s artwork, publica-
tions, and print projects. 

Ustrell said her secret to suc-
cess is always staying true to her 

mission.
“If you have a vision, fulfill 

it by being honest with yourself 
and surrounding yourself with 
people that are like-minded so 
you can work together to make 
something bigger of your origi-
nal idea,” Ustrell said. 

Curious Publishing makes a 
new issue every three months. 
Every time they meet about 10 
new artists that they did not 
know before and in turn the art-
ists network to communicate the 
publication’s message to their 
friends. 

Whenever there is an open 
call for Curious Magazine, the 
objective is to use a topic that 
centers around a current social 
justice movement or that high-
lights a new group. The first so-
cial justice issue was focused on 
Latin artists.

“Every issue we put out in-
vestigates the person that’s be-
hind the art, and that’s what I 
think makes our publication 
unique,” Ustrell said. 

She said it is a visual publica-
tion about the core of the artist 
that is submitting their work. 

The publication is fiscally 
sponsored by the Arts Area, al-
lowing the publication to focus 
on the creative direction and 
reaching out to artists and col-
laborations, while the sponsor 
focuses on taking care of all the 

paperwork, finances, and legal 
affairs. The Arts Area is an or-
ganization whose mission is to 
develop and support economic 
sustainability and equitable ac-
cess in the creative industries of 
Riverside, San Bernardino, and 
East Los Angeles Counties. 

“The ultimate goal is to open 
our own artists’ run print studio, 
where we’re producing our own 
magazines,” Ustrell said.  

In practice, Curious Publish-
ing teaches people about the dif-
ferent applications of print and 
is about the hands-on and thera-
peutic process of creating a book 
from start to finish.

The objective is to have that 
space and employ artists in the 
area to produce these items hand 
in hand with the publication. 
At the moment, the publication 
works with small companies to 
produce different things, like the 
magazine itself. 

Samuel Signer is the produc-
tion assistant for Curious Pub-
lishing. He helps with anything 
that involves print projects or 
any in-person events.

It can be from tabling any-
thing to handling shipping or-
ders, to managing inventory, to 
assembling special materials for 
packaging. 

He is also the curator of Vin-
tage, Sporadic, Obscure, Pre-

‘Dracula’ has audience on edge
Stephen Gilson Jr.
Staff Writer 

The University of La Verne 
Department of Theater Arts pre-
sented a student-directed pro-
duction of “Dracula,” adapted 
from the Bram Stoker book, last 
week in Dailey Theatre. 

The sold-out play had its 
opening Oct. 28 in time for Hal-
loween.

The play is about an undead 
man, Count Dracula, played by 
freshman English major Ma-
teo Cole, and his unquenchable 
thirst for blood to feed his im-
mortality.

“It is great that people are 
coming out to show support for 
theater, especially since we have 
been working on this play since 
December,” said Robert Mere-
dith, the sophomore theater and 
philosophy major, who directed 
the play.

“It is also nerve-wrack-
ing when there are almost 200 
people filling up the seats and 
watching your work. It is a dou-
ble-edged sword in that sense,” 
he said.

The play was filled with ex-
ceptional and memorable per-
formances.

Cole had a great presence 
and stole every scene he was in. 
Lucy, played by sophomore the-

ater arts major Reese Oliver, and 
Harker, played by senior theater 
and business administration ma-
jor Nickolas McLean, had deep-
ly emotional and blood-curdling 
scenes together. 

“It is fun preparing for a 
role like Harker,” McLean said. 
“Since Harker has some pretty 
traumatic experiences through-
out the play, I tried to look inside 

of myself and look at my experi-
ences that triggered an emotion-
al response. I formed my perfor-
mance out of that.”

A flashback scene occurred 
before the midpoint of the play, 
where Oliver’s Lucy recounted 
the moment she started to notice 
that she started to feel unwell.

Lucy is a sleepwalker, and 
Cole’s Dracula managed to 
catch Lucy in the middle of 
sleepwalking.

Dracula then sank his teeth 
into Lucy’s neck and she let 
out such a bone-chilling scream 

that a shiver was sent down the 
spines of the audience members. 

In fact, several actually 
jumped from their seats during 
this intense scene. 

“I try to put myself in the 
place of the people who lived in 
the Victorian era of England,” 
Oliver said. “People have not 
changed much since then. I per-
sonally see a lot of myself in 

Lucy, so that made preparing for 
a role in an older fiction piece 
much easier.”

It is also important to note 
just how much effort goes into 
making these shows such a joy 
to watch.

Stage hands were often seen 
moving around props for differ-
ent scenes, and even the actors 
themselves helped move some 
of the bigger props that were 
used during the play. 

There was a crew operating 
the lights during a scene where 
Harker, Mina, Doctor Seward, 

and Doctor Van Helsing line up 
in front of the audience and have 
back-and-forth dialogue about 
how to save Mina from death af-
ter she is bitten by Dracula.

The lighting focused one 
strong light on each of the four 
actors, and gave their vocal per-
formances a much more dire and 
stress-inducing tone.

Meredith emphasized how 
important it is for the communi-
ty to come out and support the 
theater program by seeing their 
shows.

It takes a lot of coordination 
and logistical effort from a mul-
titude of people to make plays 
like this run smoothly and allow 
the audience to fully enjoy the 
show. 

The audience also saw how 
much dedication and hard work 
is put into these works of art.

“It makes the community 
join together and support its stu-
dents,” said Emma Vu, senior 
business administration major, 
who attended the show. 

At the end of the two-and-
a-half hour show the audience 
showered the cast with loud ap-
plause, leaving the audience in 
anticipation for the theater pro-
gram’s next production. 

Stephen Gilson Jr. can be 
reached at stephen.gilson@ 
laverne.edu.

Dracula then sank his teeth into Lucy’s 
neck and she let out such a bone-chilling 
scream that a shiver was sent down the 

spines of the audience members. 

Continued on page 7
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Leos can’t stay afloat against Stags
Sarah Van Buskirk
Editor-in-Chief

The La Verne men’s water 
polo team fought aggressively to 
the final buzzer during an 8-6 loss 
to the Claremont-Mudd-Scripps 
Stags in a Southern California 
Intercollegiate Athletic Confer-
ence matchup Wednesday eve-
ning at the La Verne Aquatic 
Center. 

Though the weather was 
overcast with a wind factor, the 
water was heated as it was an 
emotionally-driven game. 

Contentious back-and-forth 
play by both teams kept the score 
tight throughout the match.

Head coach Pat Beemer said 
he did not like the way the game 
was called but was proud of how 
his players still held CMS to 
only eight goals. 

Mainly focusing on defense 
in this past week’s practices, 
Beemer said that Biola, which 
the Leopards faced Saturday in a 
cutthroat 15-14 loss, plays very 
similar to CMS, which gave 

them a practice run for this SCI-
AC game. 

Though neither games im-
proved the Leopards’ record, 
Beemer said what has improved 
is the Leopards’ defense. 

“Normally we rely on Joe 
(Lamson, graduate student goal-
keeper) to make a lot of saves 
and he didn’t have to make a 
lot of saves,” Beemer said. “We 
were shot blocking on the out-
side and even taking away shots 
that they could’ve taken.” 

The initial sprint was won by 
the Leopards but after their un-
successful powerplay, the Stags 
took charge and scored on their 
second drive of the game which 
marked the first point on the 
board. 

Just a minute later, senior 
attacker Alam Chang had pos-
session on the outside and slot-
ted the ball in the middle where 
graduate student center James 
Cano was there to tap it past the 
Stags’ junior goalkeeper Aidan 
Nettekoven to tie the game, 1-1. 

For the rest of the first quar-

ter the Leopards were struggling 
to control their passing game 
which resulted in turnovers 
picked up by the Stags. 

CMS led 3-1 going into the 
second quarter. 

“I think conditioning really 
isn’t an issue,” senior attacker 
Gage Unsoeld said. “We just 
need to be more patient with 
our passes on offense. That 
also means everyone has to get 
involved, not just two or three 
guys.”

Second quarter scoring 
opened up on a CMS powerplay 
which extended their lead to 
4-1. However on the counter, La 
Verne sophomore attacker Ryan 
Lebrun picked up the rebound 
off the post from Unsoeld’s 
previous shot on goal, which 
brought the score to 4-2. 

Four minutes later, Chang 
helped close in on the gap and 
dented the twine on the shot 
clock buzzer after multiple 
quick passing rotations from the 
Leopards. 

They were right back in it as 

they trailed, 4-3, going into half-
time. 

That comeback was not just 
about the offensive. Lamson 
produced four remarkable saves 
in the second quarter, having 
five saves total, that stunted the 
Stags on gaining a further lead. 

“I did better in terms of 
talking and directing a little bit 
more,” Lamson said. “I remem-
ber last time we played them 
they were really good at squeez-
ing the ball in on my right and 
I felt like I readjusted but it just 
wasn’t enough.”

Early in the third quarter, 
freshman utility player Jaden 
Javier tied up the game on the fi-
nal seconds of the shot clock and 
the pool deck was ecstatic with 
celebrations from the Leopards 
and home side stands.

Unfortunately that momen-
tum was silenced after the Stags 
scored on their counter attack. 

The iconic and successful 
Chang-to-Cano alley-oop pass 
found its way to the Leopards 
offensive side on a power play 

to tie the game yet again, 5-5. 
But the Stags’ ability to retal-

iate put them right back on top 
going into the final quarter, 6-5

The Stags scored twice more 
in the fourth quarter and the only 
offensive carry out for the Leop-
ards came from junior center 
Peter Trinh’s good penalty shot. 
Time ran out and the final score 
was 8-6. 

“Our offense wasn’t really 
here today,” Trinh said. “Un-
lucky bars, shooting right at the 
goalie, just overall it was un-
lucky for our offense.”

La Verne will host Austin 
University for a non-conference 
match as they celebrate the se-
niors in their final home game of 
the season at 10 a.m. Saturday.

The Leopards will wrap up 
their season as they travel to Po-
mona-Pitzer on Wednesday and 
Occidental on Nov. 12 in hopes 
of gaining their first conference 
win.

Sarah Van Buskirk can be 
reached at sarah.vanbuskirk@
laverne.edu.

Grad students give water polo another chance
Abelina J. Nuñez
LV Life Editor

The La Verne men’s water 
polo team has two graduate stu-
dents on the roster this year. 

After graduating with their 
bachelor’s degrees at the Uni-
versity of La Verne, they re-
turned to get their master’s de-
grees and play water polo again. 

Goalkeeper Joe Lamson 
graduated in 2019 with a de-
gree in kinesiology and is now 
studying as a physical education 
teacher. 

Lamson will finish his mas-
ter’s in 2025. 

Center James Cano graduat-
ed in 2014 with his bachelor’s 
degree in business administra-
tion and is now studying in ed-
ucation. 

Cano will finish his master’s 
in 2024. 

Head coach Pat Beemer asked 
Lamson and Cano to come back 
and play for ULV. 

Beemer said he had multiple 
conversations with his coaching 
colleagues about having another 
opportunity to play again.

“We talked about, if we have 
one more opportunity to play, it 
would be so great to do it. And 
then now they have (Cano and 
Lamson) who are several years 
removed from the traditional 
playing time,” Beemer said. “I 
think it’s pretty cool that they 
get to saddle up one more time.”

Beemer said he was excited 
to find out that both players will 
return to La Verne to play.

“I’d seen Joe play a ton 
throughout the years, and I know 
he was a more than competent 
goalkeeper,” he said. “The truth 
is, I hadn’t seen James play, and 
he was a delightful surprise be-
cause he was a center sometimes 
when he saw the way down.”

Beemer said even though he 
has not seen Cano play, he heard 

from his coaching staff who has 
played with him at masters tour-
naments that Cano was a known 
quantity in terms of his ability.

Cano said he started playing 
water polo at Charter Oak High 
School and played for one year 
in college but stopped and has 
not been around the game for 
about six years. 

After graduating with his 
bachelor’s degree, he became a 
wildland firefighter in Wyoming 
and then Virginia, so he did not 
have access to water polo. 

When he was around 24 
years old, he started playing 
again when he moved back to 
California. 

“I was just comfortable with 
La Verne,” Cano said. “I knew I 
had a better chance of getting in 
at La Verne as opposed to else-
where.”

Cano said he has enough time 
to invest in school and water 
polo, but the only difference is 
that he has to take better care of 
his body due to his age. 

“I guess at 30, I think I’m 
way more grateful for this expe-
rience considering that I’ve had 
multiple 9-to-5 jobs and multi-
ple different jobs where it feels 
like a grind,” he said. “I’m emo-
tionally and mentally invested 
in school and water polo that I 
make very little time for my old 
friends, but I think they all know 
that I’m excited about playing.”

Cano said his plan after grad-
uation is to become a history 
teacher, hopefully teaching high 
school honors classes. 

He said he still wants to stay 
involved in water polo through 
refereeing or coaching and plans 
to play after his graduate pro-
gram with a recreational league 
in La Mirada. 

“What’s striking is that both 
of them have a very mild de-
meanor that they’re both hy-
per-competitive, but both bring 

a little more calm,” Beemer said. 
“It seems like a wealth of expe-
rience that they bring to the pool 
and a general demeanor that ev-
erybody responds to.” 

Lamson said he started play-
ing water polo at Foothill Club 
Water Polo in middle school 
because his mom forced him to 
play. He said he hated playing 
at the time but his junior varsi-
ty coach at Bonita High School 
helped him enjoy water polo.

“I was more comfortable with 
coming back here rather than 
getting used to another school 
and having to worry about that,” 
he said. “That’s the main reason 
why I wanted to come here for 
the grad program.”

Lamson played his first year 
of water polo at La Verne but 
transferred to Mt. San Antonio 
College in 2011 and then trans-

ferred back to La Verne in 2016, 
finishing his undergraduate de-
gree in 2019. 

“Being a grad student, it’s 
actually the polo that is harder, 
in my opinion, rather than the 
schooling because I’m kind of 
more critical about it,” he said. 
“When I was younger, I didn’t 
really care about certain situ-
ations as a water polo player, 
especially as a goalie, but now, 
since I’m older, I kind of have 
this weird respect for my energy 
now that I’m starting to get a lot 
more aches and pains.”

 He said it was a gift that he 
could come back and play.

“I think just coming back is 
such a great experience at my 
age because not a lot of people 
can say that they came back and 
were able to play in college at 30 
years old,” he said. 

Lamson said he would like 
to teach at a community college, 
be an assistant water polo coach 
and hopefully become a head 
coach somewhere. 

He said he still plans on play-
ing after graduating with his 
master’s degree and would most 
likely play with Cano at the rec-
reational league in La Mirada. 

“I was excited about Joe,” 
senior center defender Gage 
Unsoeld said. “I’ve never seen 
him play before, but I’ve heard 
many other people around this 
area talk highly of him and then 
James. I didn’t really know 
much about him as a player, so 
I was a little skeptical, but now, 
seeing him play, I’m so glad we 
have both of them.”

Abelina J. Nuñez can be 
reached at abelina.nunez@ 
laverne.edu.

Publishing...
Continued from page 6

cious, which is Curious Pub-
lishing’s collection of vintage 
books. These days one can find 
him managing the day-to-day 
operations of the novel Curious 
Publishing Art and Bodega as 
store manager. 

“Curious Publishing is an 
endless well of inspiration,” 
Signer said. 

Throughout his time with the 
publication, he met so many art-
ists and encountered new things. 
Seeing all the local scenes, on a 
more personal level, he got to 
express his creativity through 
the platform. 

“Having a physical space for 
our publication where a commu-
nity of people can gather, seeing 
things they haven’t seen before 
or that they recognize but hav-
en’t seen out loud and visible, is 
kind of affirming,” Signer said. 

Nicholas Aceves, graphic 

designer for Curious Publishing 
merchandise, assists Ustrell in 
finding artists and layout for the 
publication, among other things. 
In terms of merchandising, he 
designs all t-shirts, tote bags, 
magazine covers, stickers, etc. 

“It’s all about highlighting 
artists from the Inland Empire, 
seeing new upcoming artists 
display their work and putting 
them in a zine,” Aceves said.“It 
is rewarding to see that notion 
happen for young artists.” 

Lisa Christie, Pomona resi-
dent and urban farmer, was pres-
ent at the opening and excited to 
be there to see the independent 
artists featured in the art and bo-
dega as an art aficionado. She is 
familiar with the publication and 
said she always enjoyed reading 
them. 

“I love how friendly and 
knowledgeable the owners are,” 

Christie said. “They’ve been 
sharing stories from the history 
of Curious Publishing and little 
tidbits about all the different 
vendors.”

She was impressed by the 
offerings because they seemed 
to be quite eclectic and careful-
ly selected. She bought some 
smoked rainbow trout, a giant 
cherry, a cat bag and one of their 
publications.

Christie said it is good for 
Claremont to have this type of 
young and vibrant art scene and 
for the platform to have a brick-
and-mortar location is exciting. 

The Curious Publishing Art 
and Bodega is open to the public 
on Wednesday through Sunday 
from 8 a.m to 2 p.m and 5:30 
p.m to 9 p.m. 

Kamila K. De La Fuente can be 
reached at kamila.delafuente@ 
laverne.edu.
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Volleyball sends seniors off with win

Jack Janes
Staff Writer 

The Leopards women’s vol-
leyball team pulled off an in-
credible comeback in set five to 
win a senior night thriller, 3-2, 
against Cal Lutheran Oct. 28 at 
Frantz Athletic Court.

“Really good to see them fin-
ish off their career, with all of 
the stuff they have been through, 
on a really amazing high note,” 
head coach Jeff Hendershot said. 
“They are getting us back to 
where we need to be, you know, 
in the conversation nationally 
for volleyball.”

Before the game started, the 
seniors of both teams were hon-
ored.

Leopards players handed 
flowers to the seniors on the 
Regals and then the Leopard 
seniors were brought out on the 
court, one by one, as they were 
escorted with their family.

Six Leopard seniors were 
honored – Rylee Callen, Jas-
mine Chandler, Kari Essef, Emi-
ly Heldenbrand, Ayana Mier and 

Jordyn Patton.
The announcer read what 

each senior would be doing next 
in their lives and a message that 
the players wrote for their fami-
lies, teammates and coaches.

“I am very grateful for my 
last two years playing here,” 
senior middle back Kari Esseff 
said. “I had an amazing ride and 
I won’t forget the memories that 
I made here and all of my team-
mates.”

The Supertents were packed 

for senior night as a large La 
Verne crowd showed up to sup-
port the seniors in their final 
home game.

The La Verne baseball team 
even showed up with their bod-
ies painted so they all spelled 
‘Leos Country Lets Ride’ as a 
play on Denver Broncos quar-
terback Russel Wilson’s viral 
video of him saying ‘Broncos 
country lets ride.’  

Set one was back and forth 
with a lot of lead changes until 
late in the set. 

Once it got to a 16-16 tie, the 
Regals jumped ahead with three 
straight points to make it 19-16 
and the Leopards could not re-
cover from it.

The Regals would go on to 
win set one, 25-19.

Set two was a completely dif-
ferent story. 

It was a close set until the 
Leopards put up seven straight 
points to make it 14-6 and they 
did not look back. 

The Leopards continued to 

dominate the set and went on to 
win, 25-12, to tie the game. 

The third set was a wild one 
that had the Regals taking an 
early 10-3 lead but the Leopards 
scratched and clawed their way 
back to being only down by one 
at 15-14. 

Both teams traded points un-
til the Leopards tied it at 20-20 
after a big kill by freshman out-
side hitter and right side hitter 
Mya Ray.

Ray finished the game with 
24 kills, one service ace and two 

blocks. 
The Regals however would 

go on to outscore the Leopards, 
5-1, to the finish line. 

Cal Lutheran took set three, 
25-21, as well as a 2-1 set lead 
in the game. 

The fourth set started out as 
a battle because both teams kept 
the score within a few points un-
til it was a 14-13 Leopards’ lead. 

The Leopards then scored 
seven straight points to make it 
21-13. 

The Regals could only mus-
ter a couple more points before 
the Leopards finished the set and 
won, 25-15. 

With the game then tied 2-2, 
the final set would prove to be a 
memorable one. 

The Leopards had a disas-
trous start, quickly falling be-
hind 7-1 when the final set was 
only first to 15. 

The Leopards tried to fight 
back but the Regals scored back 
to back points and took a com-
manding 12-5 lead.

Just when it looked like the 
game was over for the Leopards, 
they stormed back, scoring 10 
unanswered points to win the 
set, 15-12, and the match, 3-2. 

Those 10 unanswered points 
included five kills from Ray and 
three service aces from soph-
omore libero Madison Smith, 
who had six service aces in the 
game.

“The competitive drive and 
determination just continued to 
build up as Maddy was on fire 
with her serves,” Ray said. “One 
of the main goals was to keep 
Maddy back there serving to do 
some more damage.”

After the game, an emotional 
players stayed on the court and 
shared hugs on the seniors’ final 
home game at the tents.

“It’s been the best experience 
like I wouldn’t have it any other 
way. Yeah, COVID was a damp-
er but, honestly, ending on this 
note is all I could ever ask for,” 
Mier said.

The next day the Leop-
ards went to No. 1 Clare-
mont-Mudd-Scripps for the reg-
ular season finale and lost, 3-0.

The Leopards finished the 
regular season 17-9 overall and 
11-5 in Southern California In-
tercollegiate Athletic Confer-
ence play.

Jack Janes can be reached at 
jack.janes@laverne.edu.

Beavers snag late win on Leopards’ senior night
Michael Hill
Staff Writer

The La Verne Leopards faced 
off against the Caltech Beavers 
for a men’s soccer Southern Cal-
ifornia Intercollegiate Confer-
ence matchup at Ortmayer Sta-
dium on Saturday with Caltech 
upsetting the Leopards on senior 
night, 2-1, due to two late goals 
in the game. 

La Verne had the opening 
kickoff and started off looking 
like the better team. 

Twelve minutes in, the Leop-
ards had some great links of play 
passing around defenders with 
ease. 

The cross eventually came 
from sophomore defender Angel 
Loza but the Beavers’ defense 
dealt with it easily. 

La Verne had its first good 
chance of the game just two 
minutes later. 

Senior midfielder Christian 
Ibarra played a ball over the 
top of Caltech’s midfield, find-
ing junior midfielder Damian 
Lira-Martinez, who crossed the 
ball to senior forward Owen 
Osagiede, who headed it just left 
of the goal.

Two minutes later, La Verne 
kept up the attack with yet an-
other chance. 

Osagiede crossed a ball from 
the right side that bounced off 
of freshman defender Anthony 
Bastidas and fell perfectly to se-

nior forward Jacob Corona who 
hit the ball first time. 

But a Caltech defender 
moved to block what could have 
been the opening goal.

In the 23rd minute, Osagie-
de megged a defender but put 
his shot from outside the box 
through the goalposts. 

He was all over Caltech’s 
defense causing problems and 
worry for the Beavers through-
out the first half.

Caltech finally got their first 

good chance in the 24th minute 
when the ball fell to junior de-
fender Eli Seiner who hit it first 
time on the volley but it sailed 
just past the top left corner up-
rights.

In the 26th minute, Leopard 
sophomore keeper Hector Due-
nas-Pena made a goal denying 
save with his leg.

 That started a counter attack 
but the Caltech keeper made the 
eventual save.

In the 37th minute, La Verne 
got what they deserved when 
junior midfielder Mario Urbina 
took it into the box and played 
it across goal for sophomore for-
ward Matt Moreno to open the 
scoring.

“It’s ecstatic, I was trying to 
think of a quick celebration to 
do but I was really excited to 
get the first goal of the game,” 
Moreno said.

Each keeper made another 
save before halftime but with 
Moreno’s goal the Leopards 
were up at half, 1-0.

The Beavers kicked off the 
second half and started off hot, 
putting in a cross but no one was 
there to attack it.

After about 10 minutes of 

back and forth battling in mid-
field with no chances being cre-
ated, both teams finally started 
to show life on the attacking side 
of the ball. 

In the 35th minute, Caltech 
put in a cross but it was cleared 
by the La Verne back line and 
taken down the other way by 
Ibarra who was questionably 
challenged in the Caltech box 
and it had the crowd going.

Two minutes later Ibarra had 
another chance, this time a shot 
from outside the box that was 
bound for the bottom left corner 
but the Caltech keeper made a 
great save to stop it from going 
in. 

After the corner, yet anoth-

er questionable foul inside the 
Caltech box had the crowd upset 
again at the referee’s decisions. 

In the 75th and 79th minute, 
Pena made remarkable saves 
but at this point in the game you 
could tell that Caltech was push-
ing for an equalizer.

In the 83rd minute, the Leop-
ards were attacking Caltech’s 
box until they were awarded a 
free kick just outside of it but 
eventually forced a save from 
the keeper. 

A minute later freshman for-
ward Eduardo Reyes hit a volley 
that struck the right post on what 
could have been the dagger.

With two minutes to go, 
sophomore forward Andy Dim-
naku scored an absolute scream-
er from the right side of the field 
25 yards out, putting it in the top 
left corner which gave the keep-
er no chance to save it. 

The score stood 1-1 but it was 
not over just yet. 

A minute later, freshman 
midfielder Etienne Casanova re-
ceived the ball at the top of the 
box and floated it over Duen-
as-Pena’s head. 

Caltech turned the game 
around and led, 2-1.

With 30 seconds left, the 
Leopards had one last free kick 
effort but it sailed out, sealing 
the defeat for La Verne and a last 
minute comeback for Caltech.

La Verne then honored their 
five seniors at the end of the 
night – Christian Rios, Jonathan 
Ortiz, Osagiede, Corona and 
Ibarra. 

“My whole soccer experi-
ence was good,” Corona said. 
“I really enjoy the intense and 
competitive environment that 
is expected day in and day out. 
Can’t wait to see how my team-
mates continue to grow.”

It was an emotional moment 
for all five players.

“From the beginning I’ve 
learned many new things and 
it’s something I will be extreme-
ly grateful to have experienced 
during my time at La Verne,” 
Rios said.

“It’s a great experience, lots 
of friendships made, a lot of 
bonds made, simple as that” 
Osagiede said.

The Leopards matched up 
against the Pomona-Pitzer Sage-
hens in the first round of the 
SCIAC playoffs Tuesday result-
ing in a 1-1 tie. 

However, they took a season 
ending loss after a shootout. 

The Leopards ended their 
season 4-13-2 overall and 3-7-1 
in conference play.

Michael Hill can be reached 
at michael.hill3@laverne.edu.

‘I really enjoy the intense and competitive environment that is 
expected day in and day out. Can’t wait to see how my teammates 

continue to grow.’
 —Jacob Corona, senior forward

‘(It’s) really good to see them finish off their career, with all of the 
stuff they have been through, on a really amazing high note. They 

are getting us back to where we need to be.’ 
—Jeff Hendershot, women’s volleyball head coach

Late energy 
generates 
wild rally
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