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Kamila K. De La Fuente
Assistant Editor

In recent years, the Univer-
sity of La Verne has begun to 
accept a higher percentage of 
freshman applicants. 

According to University of 
La Verne Undergraduate Admis-
sions data, the acceptance rate 
in Fall 2016 was approximately 
38.1%, or 3079 out of 8072 ap-
plicants were accepted. 

In Fall 2020, the acceptance 
rate was 54.8%, a 16.7% in-
crease.

Adam Wu, director of admis-
sions, said there are several fac-
tors that have contributed to this.

Most notably La Verne, with 
many other Universities includ-
ing the Cal State and University 
of California systems, no longer 
require SATs or ACTs for admis-
sions. 

This change has resulted in 

individual students applying to 
more colleges overall. 

Wu said that moving for-
ward, acceptance rates are going 
to remain high, simply because 
students are going to continue 
applying to more schools now 
that test scores are not required. 

Additionally, the number of 
high school seniors during the 
next several years will continue 
to decline based on a generation-
al decline. 

So many colleges can expect 
fewer applicants. 

Wu said the University of La 
Verne is going to continue to ad-
mit a larger pool to ensure they 
fill their classes each year.

The pandemic has played a 
role in this change as well. 

Students have grown more 
concerned about how far away 
from home they want to be, and 
interest in online coursework 
has increased. The cost of higher 
ed is also a factor applicants are 
taking into consideration when 
making their college decisions. 

“The pandemic really 
smashed the crystal ball,” Wu 
said. 

And this trend is true for Uni-
versities besides La Verne.

Many have also started ad-
mitting a higher percentage of 
applicants because it is harder 
for college admissions officers 
to be able to predict who is go-
ing to enroll. 

April Grommo, executive 
vice chancellor for enrollment 
management services for the 
23-university Cal State system, 

said that because there are fewer 
applicants overall, the Cal States 
are all accepting a higher per-
centage of those who apply. 

The Cal States have a specific 
enrollment target they are trying 
to meet, Grommo said. 

Those campuses then need 
to take into account how many 
students have graduated as well 
as how many may not return, 
and then determine how many 
students to admit based on how 
many students they are going to 
yield to fulfill their class, Grom-
mo added. 

“As far as acceptance rates go 
for CSU, it is very dependent on 
the number of applications that a 
campus receives, and again, the 
capacity they have to serve stu-
dents,” Grommo said. 

Down the road from La Verne 
at the Claremont Colleges, how-
ever, the test-optional trend is 
playing out a little differently. 

At Harvey Mudd College, the 
acceptance rate in 2022 was ap-
proximately 10%, according to 
US News Best Colleges Rank-
ings. This has remained rela-
tively steady during the past five 
years. 

“Our applicants tend to be 
very self-selecting if they de-
cide to apply, partly because we 
offer majors only in STEM and 
yet are also a residential liberal 
arts college,” said Peter Osgood, 
director of admissions at Harvey 
Mudd College, in an emailed 
statement. 

At Scripps, “Our admission 
rate is affected by a number of 
factors each year: The number 
of applications received, the size 
of the incoming first-year and 
transfer class, and the number 
of graduates from the previous 
year,” Laura Stratton, director of 
admissions at Scripps said in an 
emailed statement. 

Kamila K. De La Fuente can be 
reached at kamila.delafuente@ 
laverne.edu.
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ON The COver
The Pomona Swap Meet 

and Classic Car Show on Sun-
day at the Fairplex displayed 
thousands of original and re-
stored classic vehicles. The 
next Pomona Swap Meet and 
Classic Car Show will be held 
Jan. 15, 2023. / photo by Hai-
ley Martinez

Ramon Morales
Staff Writer

Bruce Walton, senior adjunct 
professor of business and facul-
ty athletics partner, shared his 
research titled “How Endurance 
Athletes Understand the Differ-
ence Between Pain and Suffer-
ing” Tuesday before about 20 
in the Quay Davis Executive 
Boardroom and on Zoom. 

The purpose of Walton’s lec-
ture was to explain the differ-
ence between the pain that an 
athlete may experience and the 
suffering that can be alarming 
for athletes. 

“Pain means damage, some-
thing is going wrong; it’s a sig-
nal that you should stop,” Wal-
ton said. “Suffering is how we 
build physical gain.”

He explained how athletes go 
through this. They can see these 
as indicators that while there 
may not be immediate damage 
or danger, there could be, so 
they need to proceed with cau-
tion and make wise decisions.

Walton’s study is complex. 
What he shared on Tuesday was 
only one of the parts.

One of the elements that dis-
cussed was how the level of seri-
ousness among amateur athletes 
might be similar to professional 
and elite competitors. Speaking 
about their passion and dedi-
cation, he went through their 
learned experience and how it 
may be important when they are 
training for something new.

Walton spent much time re-
searching this issue, and he was 
also an athlete himself, so the 
topic is personal to him.

“He spent most of his adult 
life as an elite endurance ath-
lete, specializing in iron man 
and half iron man racing,” said 
Jason Neidleman, professor of 
political science, who attended 
the talk. 

Walton explained how pain 
and suffering in certain situa-
tions can differ depending on 
the athlete. While it is a complex 
issue, it can be interpreted in 
many different ways because not 
everybody is the same, and they 
do not all withstand the same 
pain, or they do not all have the 
same endurance, he said.

While some can make the 
distinction, the difference be-
tween pain and suffering is not 
as clear for everyone. Different 
elements will factor in, and it 
will be different for everyone.

This is something that Walton 
will continue to elaborate on in 
future presentations.

Ramon Morales can be 
reached at ramon.morales@ 
laverne.edu.

Athletes’ pain tolerance discussed

Litsy Tellez

Bruce Walton, senior adjunct professor of busi-
ness and faculty athletics partner, lectures on how 
endurance athletes handle pain on Tuesday in the 

Quay Davis Executive Board Room. Walton indi-
cated that not everyone knows the difference be-
tween pain and suffering.

Getting into ULV has gotten easier



Vincent Matthew Franco
Arts Editor

Anabel Martinez
Managing Editor

With the University of La 
Verne facing a marked decline 
in student enrollment, a group 
of faculty and administrators 
are working on a “Sustainability 
Plan” to bridge the anticipated 
tuition revenue gap and hopeful-
ly reverse the trend.

The University’s Chief Fi-
nancial Officer Avo Kechichian 
said that the University has seen 
an overall 20% decrease in stu-
dent enrollment. This is con-
cerning in light of the fact that 
the school’s operating budget is 
98%-99% reliant on tuition.

Because of the decrease in 
enrollment, the University is 
anticipating a $10 million dollar 
deficit for the next fiscal year. 

Similar deficits were avoid-
ed during the past two years, 
despite a decline in enrollment, 
thanks to the Higher Education 
Emergency Relief Fund, a fed-
eral relief program that helped 
higher education institutions 
deal with the budgetary effects 
of the Coronavirus pandemic.

The Sustainability Plan is a 
three-year plan to coordinate ef-
forts to grow student enrollment 
and budgets, and “optimize” ex-
isting resources.

Assistant Vice President of 
Strategy and Implementation 
Shannon Capaldi, who is lead-
ing the effort across the Uni-

versity, said the Sustainability 
Plan focuses on four key com-
ponents: Optimizing operations,  
harvesting resources, identify-
ing opportunities  and allocating 
resources.

“The first component, op-
timizing operations, is real-
ly looking at our University’s 
current ways of doing business 
and looking for opportunities 
to perhaps do them different-
ly, in a manner that would save 
either dollars, or it would save 
employees time so they could be 
focused on other things to serve 
the students,” Capaldi said.

Capaldi said the University 
would essentially review its way 
of operations, consolidate as 

needed, and repurpose time, en-
ergy and effort into other areas 
of University.

“We would then be harvesting 
those resources to help bridge 
the $10 million gap and/or have 
that saved money to then reallo-
cate into other initiatives or new 
programs, or future directions 
that the University wants to go,” 
Capaldi said.

This is where identifying op-
portunities in part of the sustain-
ability plan would come in.

“We have to meet the de-
mands and the needs of our stu-
dents and the community and 
the employers who employ our 
graduates,” Aguayo said.

“Where do we want to real-
locate or reinvest those dollars? 
Which is the fourth bullet, the 

allocation and reinvestment?” 
Capaldi said.

“The reason that this $10 
million deficit is right in front 
of us at the moment is because 
of the Higher Education Emer-
gency Relief Funds that the 
federal government put out for 
COVID,” Capaldi said. “Those 
will no longer be available or re-
newed after this fiscal year. We 
have been taking advantage of 
those funds to help us balance 
the budget the last couple of 
years.”

The anticipated deficit also 
could be mitigated by increasing 
enrollment.

Mary Aguayo, vice president 
of strategic enrollment manage-

ment, said adult learners are the 
largest source of this enrollment 
decrease.

“There are just about 100,000 
fewer adult learners in the state 
of California than there were 
pre-pandemic,” Aguayo said. 
“And the University of La Verne 
has a very large number of adult 
learners, students and regional 
campuses. 

Adults are finding that there’s 
increased competition with the 
job market. 

Salaries are going higher, and 
unemployment is very low. 

So adult learners are not pur-
suing higher education in the 
same way. 

There’s just been a lot of 
shifts in that market.”

The second largest student 

group affecting the decline are 
international students. 

With travel restrictions imple-
mented throughout the course of 
the COVID-19 pandemic, fewer 
international students have been 
able to come to the University of 
La Verne, Aguayo said.

“We’re also seeing that 
there’s declines in the number 
of students completing MBA 
degrees and graduate business 
degrees,” Aguayo said. “That’s 
also consistent with Southern 
California in the region.”

However, the level of tradi-
tional undergraduate students 
has remained stable and has 
even grown recently, Aguayo 
said.

In efforts to be more frugal, 
the school has begun “vacancy 
management,” to not replace 
open positions when someone 
leaves the University. 

Another method to save 
money is by taking a hard look 
at budget requests to see if they 
are going to be able to move 
forward with them or send them 
back to the requester, a process 
Kechichian calls prudent fiscal 
operations.

Academic department oper-
ating budgets have also been cut 
substantially.

Rick Hasse, business pro-
fessor and co-chair of the Fac-
ulty Budget and Compensation 
Committee, believes this way 
of saving money is not the best 
approach.

“Because the money is short, 
we’re trying to save it,” Hasse 
said. 

“But also we’re trying to 
(move) it into these other new 
programs, which could be… 
wonderful programs, but at the 
same time, you’re sacrificing 
other areas of the University.”

Hasse is referring to the 
timing of the establishment of 
the new College of Health and 
Community Well-Being, which 
the University hopes will even-
tually increase student enroll-
ment and revenue.

The University has invested 
in the College of Health since it 
officially launched in July, with 
a $40 million loan from the city 
of Ontario to help fund the con-
struction of the building located 
in Ontario.

Some faculty are skeptical 
about the new College of Health, 
and are concerned about the tim-
ing of taking on this project, 
when other University programs 
are struggling with staffing and 
budget shortfalls.

The College of Health was 
created with little faculty input, 
Hasse said.

“I didn’t see too many stu-
dents being asked, ‘Would you 
like to have a College of Health?’ 
and ‘How would that help your 
education?’” Hasse added.

Kechichian said everything is 
on the table.

“Everything will be re-
viewed, because the decline in 
enrollment that we’re facing is 
not a one-year issue, it is going 
to continue if we do not pay at-
tention to it.”

Anabel Martinez can be 
reached at anabel.martinez2@
laverne.edu.

Vincent Matthew Franco can 
be reached at vincent.franco@
laverne.edu.
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Despite budget cuts, ULV maintains ‘A’ rating
Samira Felix
Staff Writer 

The University of La Verne 
was classified as financially sta-
ble after receiving an “A” rating 
from Fitch Ratings last month. 
Fitch Ratings is an organization 
that publishes credit ratings for 
corporations and other institu-
tions based on their ability to 
meet financial commitments, 
such as paying off debts.  

Fitch’s credit rating scale 
uses the categories “AAA” to 
“BBB” which is an investment 
grade, and the speculative grade 
‘BB’ to ‘D’. 

Investment grade categories 
signify a low-to-moderate cred-
it risk while a speculative grade 
indicates a higher credit risk.

The University has received 
a Fitch Rating almost every year 
since 2010. 

The bond rating was a 
“BBB+” when the University 
was first rated, it rose to an “A-” 
in 2015, and to an “A” in 2019, 
where it has remained to today. 

An “A” rating is a high cred-

it quality, which means that the 
University’s ability to meet fi-
nancial commitments is strong. 

Rick Hasse, instructor of 
accounting and finance and co-
chair of the Faculty Compen-
sation and Budget Committee, 
said it is important to do a credit 
rating every year because of the 
University’s estimated $10 mil-
lion a year debt service and that 
if the rating is poor the Universi-
ty will have to pay more for their 
debt. 

“It’s very important for the 
University to maintain a sound 
fiscal base to maintain our cred-
it rating,” Hasse said. “Because 
having a high debt service will 
take away from what we could 
spend on classrooms, athletics, 
faculty and scholarships.”

Matthew Witt, professor of 
public administration and Fac-
ulty Assembly Vice President, 
said that he believes the Univer-
sity has problems that should be 
resolved first before focusing on 
a bond rating. 

“No one involved in this in-
stitution or any institution like 

it doesn’t want a positive bond 
rating,” Witt said. “It’s just that 
while that is a very important 
status to maintain, it doesn’t 
address pressing matters and it 
may itself cause those pressing 
matters.”

A pressing matter that was 
reflected in the University’s rev-
enue defensibility rating was the 
decline in enrollment over the 
past few years. The revenue de-
fensibility rating is a “BBB.”

“Either we find more stu-
dents, or we start cutting costs,” 
Hasse said. “When you cut costs, 
that means departments are af-
fected. People are affected.”

Avo Kechichian, the Univer-
sity’s chief financial officer, said 
the reason for the lower rating 
was because 99% of the Univer-
sity’s operating budget is funded 
through enrollments, which has 
declined markedly during the 
past few years. 

Kechichian added that a fi-
nancial sustainability plan will 
be presented to the University’s 
Board of Trustees in mid-De-
cember. 

“Once they approve the plan, 
then we’ll be able to implement 
the initiatives that are in those 
plans,” Kechichian said. “One 
of the initiatives is to not only to 
reverse the trend of enrollment 
declines, but also to sustain and, 
over the long haul, to increase 
the enrollments at the Universi-
ty”

Hasse added that the Uni-
versity is facing a deep budget 
shortfall in the next few years.

“We have rising costs,” 
Hasse said. “We have a market 

that’s not willing to pay those 
high costs, and I don’t blame 
them, they shouldn’t. And that’s 
the situation we’re dealing with. 
And we have to manage it, and 
work together on that. And that’s 
what we’re trying to do.”

For more information on 
Fitch Ratings visit, fitchrat-
ings.com/research/us-public- 
finance/fitch-affirms-universi-
ty-of-la-verne-ca-idr-at-a-out-
look-stable-15-11-2022.

Samira Felix can be reached 
at samira.felix@laverne.edu.

Faculty, admins address enrollment

The University has seen an overall 20% decrease in student 
enrollment. This is concerning in light of the fact that the school’s 

operating budget is 98%-99% reliant on tuition.
—Avo Kechichian, chief financial officer

3-year plan 
to get ULV 
back in black 

It’s Not Your Fault. 
1 . 8 0 0 . 6 5 6 . H O P E

National Sexual Assault Hotline
Free. Confidential. 24/7.

(Operated by RAINN—the Rape, Abuse & Incest National Network)
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Birders unite at Botanic Gardens

Robyn Jones
Staff Writer  

The Pomona Valley Audubon 
Society hosted the monthly Bird 
Walk at the California Botanic 
Garden at 8 a.m. Sunday. About 
45 bird enthusiasts from young 
children to seniors came out on 
the cold, cloudy day.

Volunteers Ken Burgdorff 
and Ken Damon, field trip chair-
person Scott Marnoy, and Audu-
bon Chapter President Tina 
Marie Stoner divided the partic-
ipants into four groups to take 
them through the garden. 

Before starting the walk, each 
visitor was given a set of binoc-
ulars to view the birds clearly.

Burgdoff said this was the 
“unbirdiest” bird walk he has 
attended because of the poor 
weather conditions along with 
predators such as hawks. 

Despite calling it the “un-
birdiest” bird walk because of 
cold cloudy weather, Burgdoff’s 
group discovered 14 different 
bird species, including his fa-
vorite Wrentit, a small gray-
ish-brown bird with a pale belly 
and a long tail.

“First, you hear Wrentit with 
their whistling that sounds like 
a bouncing ball,” Burgdoff said.

“And if you’re lucky, you see 
them.”

At another point,  the 
bird-watchers encountered a 
hummingbird called Anna’s 
Hummingbird, a tiny tan bird 
with a purple chest flying in the 

bush before it flew up and de-
scended with a whistling sound, 
apparently calling to potential 
mates.

The whistling noise made by 
this bird is actually based on the 
way the air hits the tail feathers, 
leaders said. 

Melvin Mulder, an Ontario 
resident who showed up Sunday, 
said he got into birding when 
became curious to know more 
about the birds he encountered 
on hikes. 

“It really helps to be with 
experienced birders because a 
lot of these people can tell the 
type of bird just by their sound,” 
Mulder said. “Having more eyes 
around you can also see more 
birds.”

Kimberly Hardison, 2015 
University of La Verne alumna, 
said she got into birding after 
taking a class in ornithology, 
which is a branch of zoology 
dealing with birds. 

She was impressed with the 
number of raptors she encoun-
tered on the Sunday hike, as well 
as three or four hawks, which 
she noted probably scared away 
some of the smaller birds they 
may otherwise have seen. 

The California Botanic Gar-
den at 1500 N. College Ave. in 
Claremont hosts a free family 
friendly bird on the first Sunday 
of each month.

For more information, visit 
calbg.org.

Robyn Jones can be reached 
at robyn.jones2@laverne.edu.

Natalie Medrano

Kris Janicki of Glendora keeps her eyes on the 
sky at the California Botanic Gardens bird walk 
Sunday, sponsored by the Pomona Valley Audu-

bon Society. The group saw fewer species than 
normal, mainly due to the weather and the num-
ber of hawks in the area. 

ULV community 
celebrates Posada
Edith Gomez
Staff Writer

The Latino Student Forum 
hosted its 24th annual Posada 
Dec. 2 on Citrus Lawn. Roughly 
80 University community mem-
bers showed up to take part and 
enjoy traditional food, prizes 
and performances. 

Las Posadas is a tradition-
al Latin American celebration, 
lasting from Dec.16 to Dec. 
24, to honor Joseph and Mary’s 
journey from Nazareth to Beth-
lehem. 

The term Posada translates 
to lodgings or inns and com-
memorates their difficult jour-
ney to finding a warm place to 
stay the night. Celebrated during 
the nine days before Christmas, 
it represents the nine months of 
Mary’s pregnancy. It is marked 
by gatherings of family and 
friends with lots of food and re-
ligious practices. 

Although Las Posadas has a 
strong religious background, it 
means more than that. It sym-

bolizes strengthening the com-
munity through activities and 
food. 

The LSF event offered a va-
riety of foods for students to 
enjoy. Mochi donuts and hot 
chocolate were served at the be-
ginning, along with a red ticket 
to enjoy some made-to-order ta-
cos with various sides. 

Options included carne asada 
and carnitas, salsa, chips, rice 
and beans, horchata and agua de 
piña, or pineapple water.

Daniel Loera, director of 
multicultural affairs, said the 
event has changed during the 
past 20 years. 

In the past, the Latino Stu-
dent Forum would extend the in-
vitation to families of the mem-
bers and the community outside 
the school. Members used to go 
out to the surrounding neighbor-
hoods and extend the invitation 
personally along with collecting 
a census to collect toys for chil-
dren. They would fundraise to 
have these presents for children 

Chocolate Walk raises $20k
Stephen Gilson Jr.
Staff Writer 

The Claremont Education 
Foundation hosted its annual 
Chocolate Walk on Saturday in 
downtown Claremont, where 
local businesses participated of-
fering various chocolate treats to 
raise money for the Claremont 
schools. Tickets were $30 to 
participate in the walk, or $100 
for a family. 

“Our primary objective … is 
to raise funds (for) every school 
in the district for art, music pro-
grams and technology,” said 
Deborah Kekone, Claremont 
Education Foundation board 
member. 

“It is important for us to sup-
port the school system,” said Se-
lene Rios, pharmacy technician 
for Hendrick’s Pharmacy on 
Harvard Avenue in downtown 

Claremont. 
Some businesses outside of 

the city also participated.  
Claim Jumper in Rancho Cu-

camonga showed up to give out 
made-from-scratch desserts as 
well. 

General Manager Oliver 
Oscar said that events like the 
Chocolate Walk give his busi-
ness an opportunity to market 
themselves while making an 
important contribution to Clare-
mont Schools. 

Participants walked around 
the Claremont Village to sam-
ple the luscious chocolates and 
desserts. Among them were the 
fresh cakes and muffins from 
Claim Jumper, various chocolate 
treats from Bert and Rocky’s Ice 
Cream Co. on Yale Avenue.

Some stores set up their tasty 
treats inside, while others hosted 
outdoor booths. 

“We benefit from children 
learning about music and tech-
nology,” said Heather Ventola, 
who attended the Chocolate 
Walk. “So it is our responsibility 
to support the children.”

Although chocolates and 
sweets were reward enough for 
most, the price of the ticket also 
came with a “golden ticket” en-
try into a contest to win a variety 
of gift baskets.

The basket included tickets to 
theaters, zoos and theme parks, 
along with gift cards for various 
restaurants and more chocolates.

The Claremont Education 
Foundation smashed its goal 
of $15,000 with the total num-
ber looking to hit over $20,000 
raised from participants, spon-
sors, and donations. 

Stephen Gilson Jr. can be 
reached at stephen.gilson@ 
laverne.edu. Continued on page 5



The La Verne community 
gathered for its annual Christ-
mas tree lighting ceremony 
Monday evening in front of City 
Hall.

Mayor Tim Hepburn kicked 
off the event by introducing the 
City Council and Chamber of 
Commerce Chairperson Juan 
Fuentes.

The event also included the 
Bonita High School Chamber 
singers, who performed holiday 
classics including “Ding Dong 
Merrily On High,” and “Jingle 
Bells,” among others as the au-
dience sang along.

No such city event would be 
complete without an early-sea-
son visit from Santa and Mrs. 

Claus, who hitched a ride on a 
La Verne fire truck to make it on 
time for the local event. 

Jane Miller, a Bonita High 
School senior, said it was fun to 
see Santa come out and greet the 
children. 

After the Clauses made 
their appearance, the 10-second 
countdown to the tree lighting 
began.

“I love the unity that is show-
cased within our community and 
how much our town supports 
each other,” said Ryan Yoder, di-
rector of choral music at Bonita 
High School. 

“It’s a great time to celebrate 
each other and the wonderful 
things our city is doing,” Yoder 
added.

Everyone cheered as the 
Christmas tree lit up in blue, 
green and red Christmas lights. 

Many stuck around at the end 
or photo ops with Santa Claus 
and Mrs. Claus. 

—Hailey Martinez
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Clauses show up for tree lighting 

Kaylie Ennis

Ryan Yoder, director of choral music at Boni-
ta High School, leads the Bonita High School 
Chamber Singers in performing Christmas clas-
sics at the La Verne City Hall tree lighting cer-

emony Monday. The Chamber Singers will per-
form their annual holiday concert at 2 p.m. and 
7 p.m. Saturday at the Bonita Center for the Arts 
in San Dimas. 

Holiday outings that won’t break your budget
Taylor Moore
Social Media Editor

The holiday season is here, 
though coming up with some-
thing to do with your loved 
ones can be difficult with all 
the choices and expenses that 
accompany the season of giv-
ing. Here is a list of affordable 
and enjoyable Christmas outing 
ideas for a family, a date night or 
a solo jaunt.

Nightmare Before Christ-
mas Market 

Jack Skellington and Sally 
are coming to Ontario for a meet 
and greet, plus over 50 vendors 
to shop from, on Sunday from 
11 a.m. to 4 p.m. Located at 
Ontario Elks Lodge, this event 
is perfect for the little ones or 

for diehard fans. The best part 
is the event is free, and you can 
reserve a spot at the EventBrite 
website, which you can also vis-
it for more information. 

See Christmas Lights
Lucky for La Verne residents, 

this city is one that embraces 
the Christmas spirit. La Verne’s 
Christmas lights and decorations 
are beautiful, and many of them 
are already up. It’s a require-
ment to see Christmas lights at 
least once in the season, so why 
not get a head start?

Get hot chocolate 
Hot chocolate is another must 

during the holiday season, and 
La Verne is full of spots to get 
this yummy treat. Madison’s 
Grand Avenue Chocolates, Sol 
Flower, Wähfles Café and La 

Verne Miss Donuts and Bagel 
are all good spots to stop at for a 
cozy atmosphere and enjoy deli-
cious hot chocolate.

Go see a Christmas Parade 
La Verne residents have two 

options for seeing a Christmas 
parade this year. Glendora is re-
turning its Christmas parade af-
ter not hosting it for three years, 
from 8 to 11 a.m. Pomona will 
also be hosting its annual Christ-
mas parade, with this year’s 
theme, “An Upbeat Down Hol-
iday,” from 3 to 9 p.m. Both are 
on Saturday, so be sure to visit 
whichever one is closest to you, 
or feel free to visit both.

Go Christmas tree hunting 
Now is the perfect time to 

pick out a tree and decorate. 
Or, if you’re not into setting up 

a tree, visiting a tree lot is still 
an enjoyable experience. The 
smell of pine and the family 
atmosphere is one contagious 
with joy. Chamberlain Choose 
and Cut Christmas Tree Farm, 
located at 3436 Padua Ave. in 
Claremont, is a tree lot that will 
help you clean, cut, drill, or net 
your tree.

Go ice skating 
Ontario has not one but two 

ice skating rinks for you to visit 
this season. Ice skating is a per-
fect way to get close and laugh 
with your special someone or for 
you to make precious memories 
with the family. Visit the web-
sites for Ontario Center Ice Are-
na or Ontario Ice Skating Arena 
Skating School for their operat-
ing hours, and consider planning 

an ice skating date or outing this 
month. Tickets at Ontario Center 
Ice Arena are $13 each, $10 for 
children 10 years old and under. 
Tickets at Ontario Ice Skating 
Arena are $14, including rentals, 
but admission with your own 
pair of ice skates is $12. 

Go holiday shopping early 
It is never too early to start 

your holiday shopping, and 
where better to shop than in 
a place that is decorated for 
the holidays? Ontario Mills 
has countless stores for you to 
choose from and an opportuni-
ty to take pictures with Santa 
Claus. For more information on 
Santa Photo Experience at On-
tario Mills, visit the website.

Taylor Moore can be reached 
at taylor.moore@laverne.edu.

Students share holiday shopping stress
Taylor Moore
Social Media Editor

For many people, the holiday 
season can be stressful – since 
spending comes with gift-giv-
ing. Add on the stress of the 
crowds gathering at malls or 
other shopping venues for holi-
day sales, and holiday shopping 
can be chaotic.

That may be why roughly 
57% of U.S. Consumers plan 
to forgo malls in favor of the 
screen for online shopping, ac-
cording to a Statista survey, 
“Holiday shopping plans among 
consumers in the United States 
from 2015 to 2022, by channel.” 

Some this year are preferring 
online because of a recent uptick 
in COVID cases locally, or just 
out of habits developed during 
the past two pandemic-influ-
enced holiday seasons.

According to a small informal 
survey among Southern Califor-
nia College at Cal State Fuller-
ton, Cal State Long Beach, Cal 

Poly Pomona, Mt. San Antonio, 
Citrus College and La Verne, 10 
out of 11 students said they will 
shop via a combination of online 
and in-person for the holidays 
this year. 

As for their reasons for shop-
ping online, the most common 
responses had to do with good 
deals and convenience, as well 
as saving themselves time and 
stress. 

Samantha Leyland, a junior 
radiology major at Mt. San An-
tonio College, said she sticks to 
online shopping because of her 
busy schedule and the fact that 
she can do it last minute.

“(It’s) is easier with work 
because I don’t have time,” she 
said. 

Sebastian Ballester, senior 
kinesiology major at ULV, also 
primarily shops online during 
the holidays to mitigate stress 
and spending.

“I set a budget for each per-
son individually,” he said. “I’m 
usually always saving,” he add-

ed. So holiday shopping “comes 
out of that money.” 

Despite the inconvenienc-
es, 10 out of 11 of the students 
said they look forward to buy-
ing gifts for their loved ones. 
And eight said they do not even 
bother setting a budget, they just 
focus on buying gifts they think 
their family or friends will like. 

“It’s always a special treat 
to shop for loved ones,” Peter 
Trinh, junior business major, 
said. “I try my best to set a bud-
get for everyone so that no one 
feels like I’m spending too much 
on one person, but I end up go-
ing over budget anyway.” 

One student, Nicole Garcia, 
senior communications major 
at Cal State Fullerton, said she 
prefers shopping in person for 
nostalgia. 

“I truly love the stores just 
because it feels a little more hol-
iday-ish,” she said. “It takes me 
back to my childhood, shopping 
with my mom and my sisters.”

Money can be a big worry for 

college students. When asked 
how they navigate financial 
stress while holiday shopping, 
eight students said they look for 
online deals or coupons to save. 
Seven said they start their shop-
ping as early as possible to take 
advantage of early sales. Eleven 
students said they make a list of 
who they plan to shop for. 

All 11 students said they ask 
their loved ones for a list of gifts 
they might want before embark-
ing on a holiday shopping spree. 

According to Oberlo, an on-
line company that keeps up with 
the latest shopping trends, the 
latest data also shows that U.S. 
retail sales hit $1.9 trillion in 
the third quarter of 2022. This 
marks a 0.7% increase from the 
previous quarter and a 9.1% an-
nual increase. Sales are expect-
ed to rise in the fourth quarter, 
as competitive retailers will in-
crease their sales to draw in hol-
iday customers.

Taylor Moore can be reached 
at taylor.moore@laverne.edu.

at the event.
The event was dialed back 

during the past two years thanks 
to COVID, but the notion of 
bringing the La Verne communi-
ty together and celebrating Lat-
inx culture has remained strong. 

Students seemed to appreci-
ate this year’s festivities. 

“I love that our campus has 
events like these for students 
to enjoy,” said Niratchaya San-
guansab, senior business admin-
istration major. “We all know 
how diverse ULV is, and I think 
it’s good that all students from 
different backgrounds get to 
learn about one another.” 

Valeria Gonzalez, senior art 
major, said she appreciated hav-
ing her culture represented on 
campus. It was her first time at-
tending an LSF event. 

“I just appreciate my culture 
a lot more when I see (it) in a 
different space,” Gonzalez said. 
“I love it so much more.” 

Edith Gomez can be reached 
at edith.gomez@laverne.edu.

Posada...
Continued from page 4

City event 
kicks off 
holidays 
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‘Vantage Point’

The department of art 
and art history is showcas-
ing “Vantage Point,” an ex-
hibition of the 2022 senior 
art projects. 

The exhibition will run 
until Dec. 14 in the Harris 
Gallery on campus. Admis-
sion is free.

For more information, 
visit artsci.laverne.edu/
art/exhibition/vantage- 
point.

‘Homebound’
The Ground Floor Gal-

lery in Miller Hall is fea-
turing “Homebound,” a 
group exhibition of student 
photography. The show  is 
curated by Maxwell Sierra 
and includes work by Ethan 
Bermudez, Armida Norma 
Carranza, Kaylie Ennis, 
Drake Ingram, Robyn J’Nai 
Jones, Darcelle Jones-Wes-
ley, Chris Rogers, Maxwell 
Sierra and Kimberly Toth. 

The exhibit runs through 
Dec. 16. The gallery is open 
from 9 a.m. to 5 p.m. Mon-
day through Friday. 

‘Speedway 1972’
The Irene Carlson Gal-

lery of Photography is 
showing Henry Horens-
tien’s “Speedway 1972,” 
documenting the Thomp-
son Speedway in Thomp-
son, Connecticut.

The exhibit runs through 
Jan. 20, and the gallery in 
Miller Hall is open from 
9 a.m. to 5 p.m. Monday 
through Friday. 

Claremont 
Lewis Museum

The Claremont Lewis 
Museum of Art is hosting 
the exhibition “Transfor-
mations in Glass: Vitreous 
Funk, Fantasy, and Light,” 
which features the work of 
glass artists.

The gallery of blown-
glass objects, sculptures, 
mosaics, and works in neon 
is open from noon to 4 p.m., 
Friday through Sunday, 
at the Claremont Depot 
at 200 W. First St. next to 
the Metrolink Station. The 
show runs through Feb. 5, 
2023. Admission is free on 
Fridays.

For more information vis-
it discoverclaremont.com/
event/exhibition-transfor-
mations-in-glass-5.
—Kamila K. De La Fuente

HAppenings Fiction carries audience to 

Creative places
by Kristen Schoenick

photography by
Camille C.Nan

Senior creative writing major Cara Musashi shares a new 
story in the Ludwick Center Sacred Space on Wednesday 
at a reading by students in the advanced fiction writing 

class. Her story “Paradise” was a science fiction take on 
the natural world. It personified several inanimate ob-
jects like stars interlacing reality with make-belief.

Senior creative writing majors Jef-
ferson Croushore, Cara Musashi 
and Selena Cordar brought in a 

full house as they shared their talents 
during a creative writing student read-
ing Wednesday in the Ludwick Center 
Sacred Space.

With over 30 eager audience mem-
bers to hear the students’ pieces, event 
host Andrea Martínez, senior Spanish 
major, began by introducing the first 
reader, Croushore. 

Croushore’s piece was a science fic-
tion fantasy based off of a series he is 
creating about a strange cat.

Titled “A Call to the Beyond,” he 
wrote about a woman wishing to speak 
to her deceased husband. Little does the 
woman know, her husband’s spirit lives 
on within her black cat.

The inspiration behind this series 
stems from Croushore observing a 
black cat in his neighborhood and build-
ing off of that. 

“I went with it and the black cat soon 
became my prompt for this nine part se-
ries,” Croushore said. “I intend on fin-
ishing this series and I am excited for 
what is to come with it.” 

Many audience members noted his 
descriptiveness and depth in the sto-
ry, as it seems to be Croushore’s per-
sonal touch. Paying attention to colors 

and textures, Croushore plays with the 
senses and answers the who, what, why, 
when, and where questions in his fiction 
pieces so they feel real. 

Following Croushore, Musashi began 
reading her piece titled “Paradise.” She 
read the first six of her 15-page series. 

With her piece, Musashi brings life 
to the unknown.

The “Avatar”-like piece can be de-
scribed as a fiction fantasy dream as the 
life around her character becomes deep-
er than the world when they speak to a 
black panther.

Whether it involves talking to a voice 
heard in the trees or laughing with the 
stars, Musashi’s “Paradise” brought a 
surreal feeling to the audience that is 
outside the normal realm, pairing the 
realistic life of nature to dreams.

Musashi said she first started this 
story as an assignment, but quickly fell 
in love with it.

Her inspiration came from listening 
to “Paradise” by Coldplay. The lyrics of 
the song spoke to her and she added a 
twist with the fantastical world. 

“Initially I didn’t plan on this piece 
going as far as it did, but I got hooked 
on it,” Musashi said. “I kept on going 
with it and I am revising the 15 pieces I 
have now and putting my heart and soul 
into them.”

Completing the trio of readings, 
Cordar stepped up to the podium and 
read three of her own short, non-fiction 
pieces.

Cordar’s three pieces allowed the au-
dience to get a glimpse of her life. Her 
three pieces – titled “Callused,” “Thir-
teen,” and “Endurance” – exemplified 
how hurt can grow and how easy it is 
to conceal, how inner thoughts look be-
hind closed doors, how you can feel in-
visible, and how women experience life 
with certain fears. 

Cordar said her life inspires a lot of 
her writing.

She said she likes to write from a 
personal experience because it creates a 
unique way of portraying life. 

“I was nervous because this is the 
first time I had read these pieces out 
loud,” Cordar said. “It is a level of al-
lowing people to see certain parts of my 
life that are jaded.” 

Sean Bernard, professor of creative 
writing, said he was excited and proud 
of the three students. 

“It was nice to see them slightly im-
provise their stories with their personal 
touches,” Bernard said. “All of their sto-
ries are fantastic and it is very fulfilling 
to see.” 

Kristen Schoenick can be reached at 
kristen.schoenick@laverne.edu.



Michelle Annett Roldan
Staff Writer 

As La Verne welcomes the 
holiday spirit, the University of 
La Verne’s Choral Organization 
hosted the “Caroling, Caroling!” 
concert Friday and Saturday at 
Morgan Auditorium.

Voice Studies Professor and 
Choir Instructor Ariel Pisturino 
led the choir in the first concert 
of the semester, and her first 
with this choir. 

“I’m so proud of everyone, it 
went so well,” Pisturino said. “It 
seemed like everybody enjoyed 
it and had a good time, so that’s 
all I can ask for.” 

The concerts featured both 
the University’s chamber choir 
and a chorale, bringing together 
lots of talented individuals.

“There’s the chamber choir, 
which is the more advanced 
group, and that’s capped at 16 
students,” Pisturino said. “We 
have a chorale that anybody in 
the University or in the com-
munity can join. You don’t even 
have to be a student.”

Trayjan Jumawan, junior ki-
nesiology major, was one of the 
people in the audience captivat-
ed by the singing from the choir. 
He was invited his friend, Zach-
ary Grech, a sophomore music 
major.

“He gave me a flier earlier 
today and told me to come so 
I decided, why not come and 

support him,” Jumawan said. 
“I like when they sang ‘Mele 
Kalikimaka’ because I’m from 
Hawaii, so it’s kind of good to 
hear to hear them singing. I was 
singing along too.”

Grech said having his friends 
come out to support meant a lot 
to him. 

“I’m really grateful because 
it shows that they care,” Grech 
said.

Another singer who had lots 
of people come out and support 
her on Friday was Brianna Avila, 
a junior biology major. Friends, 
co-workers and family all came 
together to see her perform an 
original solo song in the concert.

“The song is called ‘For 
Them’ and I wrote it after my 
grandpa passed away,” Brianna 
Avila said. “I wasn’t super feel-
ing the Christmas spirit and so 
I was like there’s no sad songs 
about people who are missing 
people and it was what I wrote 
during 2020.”

Seeing her perform her orig-
inal piece for a public audience 
for the first time was very en-
dearing for her mother, Lisa 
Avila.

“It’s very meaningful, I’m 
very proud,” Lisa Avila said. 
“We try to go to all her perfor-
mances.”

Brianna Avila practiced her 
solo for the whole semester 
since Pisturino assigned it to 
her. Pisturino had a hard time 

selecting the songs she wanted 
the choir to perform, but did not 
have such a hard time picking 
who could do a solo.

“I picked out the music and I 
was like, you’re doing this,” Pis-
turino said. “The key is to just 
be encouraging, and let them 
know I wouldn’t have assigned 
them something if I didn’t think 

they could do it. So I have faith 
in them.”

The choir members already 
have their eyes on future perfor-
mances.

“I think it was great, obvious-
ly, you want to pack the audito-
rium. But I think people here on 
out, they’re going to start talking 
about us and we’re going to 

grow more concerts, and you’re 
going to see a difference in mu-
sic,” Grech said.  “Our direc-
tor Ariel, she’s amazing. She’s 
helped us in so many ways, and 
she’s gonna make this music de-
partment very proud.”

Michelle Annett Roldan can 
be reached at michelle.roldan@
laverne.edu.
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Seniors show varied ‘Vantage Points’

Vincent Matthew Franco
Arts Editor

Senior art majors got to show 
off their semesters’ work in the 
“Vantage Point” exhibition, 
which opened Tuesday in the 
Harris Gallery.

About 40 community mem-
bers attended the opening recep-
tion. 

The exhibition features the 
senior projects of Nadia Ange-
line, Mariana Braña, Saman-
tha Gonzalez, Kaitlin Handler, 
Laryssa Lahn, Sam van der Lin-
den, Byron Melendez and Hay-
ley Love Perez. 

From small liminal paint-
ings on canvas to a found foot-
age-themed short animation, the 
works were diverse in subject 
matter and the media they were 
expressed in.

Liminal, more of a feeling 
and aesthetic than a meaning, 
is described as a gap in time 
and space that gives someone a 
sense of nostalgia that is accom-
panied by a feeling of eeriness. 

Though the notion of vulner-
ability was one of the common 
threads that weaved this art 
show together.

Throughout the gallery were 
paintings of spaces that were in-
timate to the artist that may not 
be portrayed as often, such as 
Perez’s three paintings of a hall-
way, a kitchen and her bedroom 
titled “Pieces of you.” 

Or Braña’s 26 different illus-
trations of 26 different kitchens 
titled “A collection of Kitchens.”

For video game lovers, Lin-
dens “Sam’s Story” is an enter-
taining piece reminiscent of old 
screen-roller video games and 
pop-up books. 

Lahn’s installation contained 
five different pieces, all dealing 
with different emotions.

In the middle of the pieces 
was “Blooming,” a large cloth 
hanging from the middle of the 
wall and falling onto the floor, 
with an abstract painting of a 
skyline full with blue skies and 
volcanoes erupting colorful 
clouds of smoke into the sky.

Handler’s paintings were 
also personal and one specifical-
ly, titled “A Girl’s Best Friend,” 
showed a flower made of Advil 
pills, plan b pills and tampons. 

Another example of this is 
Angeline’s installation titled 
“When Will Myself Be Enough,” 
which stood in the middle of the 
gallery and featured four 46x67-
inch canvases, all aligned to the 
right, each containing their own 
phrase and drawing. 

The fourth canvas was a 
painting that resembled a child’s 
drawing of a house, with a bee 

and a tree, which read “Who am 
I” in big black letters over the 
painting.

The third canvas is the draw-
ing of math homework and read 
“en gulfed in what others want” 
in the same font. The second 
painting was of a blank text 
message box that also read “Will 
they be lieve im” on top of it.

And lastly, the very first can-
vas just had the words “myself 
enough” painted in the exact 
same font as the three before. 

After taking in every piece, 
observers could take a step back 
and notice the off-centered can-
vases say, “When will myself be 
enough?”

The back of these canvases 
contained Angeline’s second 
project, which is a painting of a 
family picture with her mother 
and father and her as a young 
child.

The first painting is whole, 
the second shows just her and 
her parents whited out, and the 
last is of a birthday cake with the 
words “Come Home” smeared 
on it.

Combining these two pieces 
is a reflection of her homesick-
ness, but also trying to accept 
her own presence as enough to 
call anywhere home. 

“I don’t think it gave me a 
certain answer,” Angeline said. 
“And I don’t think I’ll get an an-
swer anytime soon, even reflect-
ing on this piece, but it definitely 
helped me come to accept that I 

don’t think I’ll ever get an an-
swer. And that’s okay.”

On the other side of her in-
stallation, located to the left of 
the entrance of the gallery was 
Melendez’s short animation 
“Doe,” projecting onto a gallery 
wall.

The video is of a lost camper 
who tries to go home but falls 
into another dimension that is 
described as neither here nor 
there by Melendez. Surround-
ing the projector is an empty 
backpack, trash, one shoe and 
a camplight, all remnants of 
someone who has been lost in 
the woods.

The video played loudly 
throughout the gallery, and you 
could hear the frightened gasps 
and endless running of the lost 
camper. 

Inspired by horror movies, 
video games, and the concepts 
of liminal spaces, he put this 
animation together using 3D 
animation and barely finalized 
it hours before the opening re-
ception.

Like everyone else’s pieces, 
this is his last hurrah as an art 
student at the University of La 
Verne but he believes he could 
do some things better now that 
he has watched in its final form.

“Overall, I think in the grand 
scheme of things, I think it 
worked out,” he said. “I think 
that I can be happy with the 
work, but there’s still more room 
for improvement.” 

Among the other themes ex-
plored was anxiety.

Gonzalez, who had on dis-
play two paintings and a styro-
foam sculpture, tackled this with 
similar-looking demons in each 
piece; an eyeless creature with a 
big mouth and big teeth.

One specifically titled 
“They’re gonna eat you” shows 
three of these creatures sitting 
around a dinner table faced to 
whoever is looking at the paint-
ing.

These big mouths are meant 
to represent her social anxiety, 
and the pressure she feels to talk 
to people when out in the public. 

“The objective is for the 
viewer to be uncomfortable, or 
sort of scared, because it’s sup-
posed to be a simulation of fear 
and anxiety,” she explains.  

Bringing these feelings to life 
with art is something she de-
scribes as cathartic, as she feels 
better expressing them than hav-
ing them build up inside of her.  

The reception went on as 
roars of laughter and conversa-
tion filled up the Harris Gallery, 
providing these ULV seniors a 
proper send-off after months of 
preparations. 

Admission to the exhibition 
is free and will run up until Dec. 
14. The gallery is open Monday 
through Thursday, 11 a.m. to 4 
p.m., or by appointment. 

Vincent Matthew Franco can 
be reached at vincent.franco@
laverne.edu.

Concert rings in holidays with originals, carols 

Speedway offers look into past

Henry Horenstein’s exhibition, “Speedway 
1972” is on display at the Irene Carlson Gallery 
of Photography in Miller Hall through Jan. 20, 

2023. The exhibit documents the drivers and 
stock cars in the races at Thompson Speedway 
in Connecticut 50 years ago.

Casi Martinez

Nostalgic 
feelings 
displayed 
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Leos dethrone Regals in SCIAC win
Jack Janes
Staff Writer

The Leopards took down the 
Cal Lutheran Regals, 77-63, 
Wednesday night at Frantz Ath-
letic Court in their first home 
Southern California Intercolle-
giate Athletic Conference game.

“We really focus on defense 
and in transition as well and 
when we have open shooters. 
We’re kicking it out, but if we 
have the dish in, then we were 
going to put it in post,” junior 
forward Chiara Brown said.

The Leopards won the tip 
off and got on the board first 
when graduate student guard 
Dejanee Gill put it in the basket 
from down low. Moments lat-
er, the Leopards started to get 
some separation as sophomore 
guard Marissa Howell drained 
a three-pointer to make it 9-4 
Leopards. 

The Leopards continued to 
dominate and got up to a 13-4 
lead when junior guard Brian-
na Torres made a jumpshot in 
the paint. The first quarter end-
ed with an exclamation point as 
senior guard Jazzlyn Johnson hit 
the buzzer-beating three-pointer 
to make it 20-11 going into the 
second quarter. 

Defense came up big for the 
Leopards in the opening quarter, 
which allowed the Leopards to 
get out to a large lead early and 
never look back.

“If you score a bucket, the 
point doesn’t count until you 
come down and validate it,” 
head coach Jason Pruitt said. 
“So I think that has put the men-
tality in our kids to lock down 
and play.”

Gill opened the scoring in the 
second quarter and put in a wide 
open layup for a 22-11 lead. The 
Leopards continued to rally and 
forced the Regals to finally call 
a timeout after Brown scored a 
basket down low surrounded by 
Regal defenders.

The timeout would not 
change much as sophomore 

guard Dawson Bell scored a re-
verse layup and senior guard Ca-
sey Kuramoto hit a three-pointer 
to make it 36-26 Leopards at 
half time.

“We’re passing the ball, shar-
ing the ball, making sure every-
one gets their looks and I think 
we’re all just really committed 
to get to that end goal of winning 
the championship this year,” 
Gill said.

For the third straight quar-
ter, the Leopards would strike 
first when Brown drove to the 
basket through Regal defenders 
and made it 38-26 Leopards. 
The Leopards got on another hot 
streak that saw Bell who drained 
back to back shots just inside the 
three-point line and Gill got a 
basket down low to take a com-
manding 50-30 lead and caused 
the Regals to call a timeout.

Once again, the Regals’ tim-
eout did not help much as mo-
ments later Gill gained a steal 
and set up Brown for the open 
layup. 

Howell also made a nice play 
when there was a pick set up on 
the Regal player that was de-
fending her, but Howell faked 
going toward the pick and lost 
the defender as she drilled the 
open three-pointer. 

The third quarter ended with 
a 61-45 Leopards’ lead.

Howell stayed hot in the 
fourth quarter and drained two 
more three-pointers to put a 
wrap on the game. The tents 
erupted after each three-pointer 
and brought the energy all the 
way until time ran out and the 
Leopards won, 77-63.

“Sticking to the game plan, 
we go over it before every game 
and then we just execute every 
game,” Howell said.

The Leopards improve to 6-1 
overall and 3-0 in SCIAC play. 
La Verne will host Life Pacific 
at 2 p.m. Dec. 17 as they take on 
Life Pacific at the Frantz Athlet-
ic Court.

Jack Janes can be reached at 
jack.janes@laverne.edu.

Leopards junior forward Chiara Brown goes up 
for a shot over Regals sophomore guard Sara 
Mills on Wednesday at Frantz Athletic Court. La 

Verne beat Cal Lutheran, 77-63, to improve to 6-1 
overall and 3-0 in the Southern California Inter-
collegiate Athletic Conference..

Jashelle Ranson

Comeback pushes La Verne over the edge for win
Michael Hill
Staff Writer

A last minute rally gave the 
La Verne Leopards a boost over 
the SAGU American Indian 
Warriors for a 69-65 win Friday 
at the Frantz Athletic Court.

The win improved La Verne 
to 2-4 overall and dropped 
SAGU down to 1-5.

“It’s great that we came out 
with a win. No matter how ugly 
it needs to be sometimes, a win 
is a win,” junior guard Jonas 
Holt said. “No matter the situ-
ation, we always stuck together 
as a team and stayed as a unit to 
try to win this game.”

La Verne started with three 
offensive rebounds but the War-
riors got on the board first with 
a layup making it 2-0. La Verne 

then tied it up but SAGU re-
sponded to make the score 7-4 
early in the quarter.

After a minute, the Leopards 
responded with a three from 
Holt, bringing La Verne within 
two points, 7-5.

At the five minute mark of the 
first half, back-and-forth play 
continued and SAGU led 25-17 
until freshman guard Tyler Mat-
thews hit a three-pointer to bring 
the Leopards within five.

La Verne then scored on the 
next possession, but the Warriors 
answered with a three-pointer of 
their own, making it 28-22. La 
Verne had their “go get back” 
moment as junior forward and 
second top scorer of the night 
Kyler Harvey hit a three-point-
er, making the score 28-25 with 
three minutes left to go in the 

half. 
“Going forward the rest of 

the season, I’m really looking 
forward to us getting better as 
a team and becoming more of 
a unit,” Harvey said. “There’s 
still things we have to work on 
and get better at, which we will, 
but overall I loved our effort as a 
team to get the job done and get 
the win.”

SAGU scored with a steal 
and layup just before halftime, 
extending their lead to 33-29.  
With the second half underway 
both teams came out shooting 
and scored points within the first 
minute. However, La Verne was 
still down 35-31. Senior guard 
Brian Adams tied the game up at 
37 with his two free-throws just 
before Harvey lit up the crowd 
with an electrifying dunk that 

changed the game’s momentum. 
Finally, La Verne led for the first 
time all game, 39-37. 

With 15 minutes left, Adams 
continued to rally and gave La 
Verne their biggest lead of the 
game, 49-42. 

With six minutes left, La 
Verne led 60-53 until SAGU 
scored back-to-back points, 
bringing them within three. Then 
two minutes later, SAGU scored 
again, which cut the Leopards’ 
lead down to only one point.

Each team then made a jump 
shot, making the score 62-61. 
Then Adams stepped up to sink 
an absolute dagger in the War-
riors’ hearts with his three-point 
shot with only 37 seconds to go.

From then on, it was La Verne 
hanging on to the ball, which fi-
nalized the score, 69-65.

“That was a great team win 
and a much needed win against a 
good team, helping us gain some 
good momentum and morale as 
a team as we face a top team in 
our conference,” Adams said.  

Senior guard Brad Yasukochi 
had five rebounds and thought 
this game was a great team win 
overall.

“Our objective was to find 
a way to win,” Yasukochi said. 
“We are looking forward to learn 
from our mistakes this game and 
be better and hopefully keep this 
start of a win streak going.”

La Verne traveled to Pomo-
na-Pitzer on Thursday night to 
face the 5-4 Sagehens before 
they host the UC Santa Cruz Ba-
nana Slugs at 2 p.m. Dec. 17.

Michael Hill can be reached 
at michael.hill3@laverne.edu.
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