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Kael Matias
Staff Writer 

Niki Elliott, clinical profes-
sor and co-director of the Cen-
ter for Neurodiversity, Learning 
and Wellness, and Sylvia Mac, 
associate professor of education 
and director of the Center for 
Learning Innovation, presented 
“All are Welcome: A Window 
into the Experiences of Students 
with Disabilities at ULV” Tues-
day at the Quay Davis Executive 
Board Room.

Elliott and Mac presented 
their findings on the experienc-
es of students with disabilities 
at the University. The research 
was conducted on campus with 
six participants and weekly 
meetings to discuss and answer 
questions. Their methodology is 
called “PhotoVoice.” It had par-
ticipants take pictures of things 
on-campus and to reflect on the 
image of what they thought. The 
goals of “PhotoVoice” include 
reaching policymakers and to 
promote critical dialogue.

The images gave everyone a 
glimpse into the lives of students 
with disabilities. There were a 
range of photos with some af-
firming ableism and others in 
support of the student in settings 
that were hostile to them.

“It was kind of disheartening 
to see how students with dis-
abilities at ULV have to navi-
gate campus,” Alexia Daniels, a 
sophomore political science ma-
jor, said. “I think that the disabil-
ity shouldn’t be seen as a barrier 
but the environment they’re in.”

One image included the 
handicap button at the front door 

of Citrus Hall. Mac explained 
that the student moved into 
Citrus when the button was not 
there. The student advocated for 
months to have the button in-
stalled at Citrus.

“The first that came to my 
mind is that they forgot about 
us,” Mac quoted the student. 

Another example was a im-
age of the buttons in an elevator 
at Citrus, taken by participants 
who have a physical disability 
and uses a wheelchair. 

“The room is on the third 
floor, second floor, or higher, 
and there’s a fire alarm,” Elliott 
said. “This student gets to the 
elevator, but the elevators are 
turned off in the event of a fire, 
so you have to use the stairs.”

To escape in the event of 
a fire, the student must wait to 
have people bring an emergency 
chair lift to carry the student out 
of the building. Citrus current-
ly has no dorms on the ground 
floor, so students with wheel-
chairs must wait in the event of 
a fire.

“I didn’t know if I was going 
to die,” Mac said, quoting the 
student. 

Elliott and Mac also explored 
the Church of Brethren’s philos-
ophy surrounding disabled indi-
viduals. 

They looked through ar-
chives and articles in the Cam-
pus Times archive to find doc-
uments regarding the Church’s 
views on disability.

“It’s important that we not 
leave anybody behind nor leave 
anybody out,” Mac said, quoting 
Jeanne Davies, a leader in the 
Church of Brethren. “Not only 

for the good of the people who 
are disabled but for the good of 
us all.” 

The American with Disabil-
ities Act prohibited discrimina-
tion against people with disabil-
ities and to provide equal access 
for all. However, religious orga-
nizations have no obligations to 
comply with the act. 

“I thought it was cool that 
the Church of Brethren gave out 
awards for accommodating for 
disabled people, even though 
they didn’t have to,” Mark Mo-
rales, a freshman digital media 
major said. 

Elliott and Mac found that 
the Church of Brethren created 
the “Open Roof Awards.” De-
spite having no obligations, the 
church awards congregations or 
districts who go above and be-
yond to serve people with dis-
abilities. 

The Office of Accessibility 
Services offers services for stu-
dents with disabilities. But there 
are still ways to better provide 
an environment for all students 

to thrive in.
“Some of the things that we 

highlighted through the stu-
dent’s PhotoVoice, were things 
we couldn’t have known,” El-
liott said. “We thought we did 
the right thing, but until we hear 
the voices of people, we don’t 
know the intentional harms and 
needs that are still needing to be 
met.

Kael Matias can be reached 
at kael.matias@laverne.edu.
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ON the COver
ULV’s women’s water polo 

head coach Pat Beemer calls a 
timeout to regroup the team in 
the pouring rain during their 
game against Saint Francis 
on Tuesday at the La Verne 
Aquatic Center. The Red Flash 
beat the Leopards, 15-14./ 
photo by Sheridan Lambrook
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Study reveals ableism on campus

Nareg Agopian
Niki Elliott, co-director of the Center for Neuro-
diversity, Learning and Wellness, and Sylvia Mac, 
director of the Center for Learning Innovation, 
lecture about students’ experiences on ableism 
at the University of La Verne on Tuesday in the 

Quay Davis Executive Board Room. They pre-
sented the results of their recent study, which was 
based on the input and photos from students with 
disabilities and their troubles navigating the La 
Verne campus.

ASULV urges 
students to vote

The Associated Students of 
University of La Verne, the stu-
dent government at the Univer-
sity, is holding elections for the 
various positions in the organi-
zation next week.

Voting opens at 8 a.m. Mon-
day and closes at 2 p.m. Wednes-
day. Students will be able to vote 
on ASULV’s campus labs page 
and a link will also be provided 
on their Instagram. 

Voters will automatically be 
entered in a raffle, where three 
people will win an Apple iPad, 
Keurig coffee machine and a 
Lululemon belt bag. 

ASULV advocates for stu-
dents’ interests and needs on 
campus by creating quality ex-
periences, programs, and ser-
vices. 

Their goal is to advocate for 
students, promote and enrich 
student academic, cultural, so-
cial, and physical welfare along 

with enhancing education while 
supporting clubs and organiza-
tions at the University. They also 
want students to be able to have 
a voice in campus governance. 

Cristina Navarrete, a junior 
business administration major 
and ASULV’s marketing vice 
president said it’s important for 
students to vote because whoev-
er is elected will be their future 
representatives and it will di-
rectly affect them. 

“Depending on what their 
goals are, if they’re wildly dif-
ferent than it can impact stu-
dents in the following year, it 
can impact the different types of 
changes that they can see,”  Na-
varrete said. “It’s important that 
they voice their own opinion and 
just exercise the right to vote.” 

An additional goal ASULV 
had this year was to gain public-
ity and better distinguish them-
selves on campus. They hope 
creating incentives will help get 
students’ attention.

“I think this is a big opportu-
nity for students to learn about 
elections and about ASULV as 
a whole,” Navarrete. “We found 
that this raffle is a great way 
to entice people to learn about 
ASULV as well as to partake 
and vote for elections.” 

— Samira Felix



Anabel Martinez
Managing Editor

Brandi Peters
Staff Writer

Following the ongoing bat-
tle with an expired contract and 
a fight for higher wages, Uni-
versity of La Verne Bon Appé-
tit workers joined together on 
Tuesday to confront Universi-
ty administration and delegate 
their needs. 

The Spot and Barbara’s Place 
workers, dining service workers 
from local colleges like Pomona 
College, community support-
ers, and union representatives 
joined to walk over to Founders 
Hall, where University President 
Devorah Lieberman’s office is 
located, to voice the situation to 
Lieberman.

However, Lieberman was not 
unavailable.

Danielle Vega, executive as-
sistant in the Office of the Pres-
ident, carefully listened to the 
workers’ concerns, took down 
a union representative’s contact 
information, and said she would 
pass it onto Lieberman.

Bon Appétit workers are 
fighting for a pay raise and the 
option for retirement with pen-
sion.

Workers have been teaming 
up with Unite Here Local 11, a 
union that represents workers in 
hospitality and food service, to 
voice their concerns.

“As a delegation to adminis-
tration, we’re going to approach 
them and basically ask them to 
put pressure on the management 
company Bon Appétit, which is 
the company that (ULV) con-
tracts for their dining halls, to 
meet the workers demands for 
livable wages and a retirement 
plan that allows them to retire 
with dignity,” Arun Ramakrish-
na, organizer for Unite Here Lo-
cal 11 and union representative 
for dining service workers at 
the University of La Verne and 
Whittier College, said.

On March 7, employees vot-
ed in favor of a strike, with 18 
votes in favor and one who opt-
ed out of voting.

They also participated in a 
protest at The Spot on March 8.

Employees have had five 
negotiation meetings with Bon 
Appétit representatives, and 
nothing has progressed.

The workers were originally 
going to organize a picket line, 
but due to the rain, they decid-
ed to delegate with University 
administration members instead 
and express their concerns face-
to-face.

“For my other co-workers, 
some of the cooks at The Spot, 
they’ve been working here well 
over a decade, two decades so 
we also really want to fight for 
a pension,” Cora Hammons, 
barista at Barbara’s Place, said.

“Because if you’re going 
to work here for that long, you 
should be able to retire early. 
There’s no reason that you work 
at one place for 10 years, 20 
years, and then you can’t retire 

at the end of that. It’s not right,” 
she said.

Other than the expired con-
tract and no pay raises, workers 
said they are extremely under-
staffed and underpaid.

There are 19 employees be-
tween Barbara’s Place and The 
Spot, some of them working six 
days a week. 

Hammons said due to un-
derstaffing issues, only student 

workers run Barbara’s Place 
after about 2 p.m., besides the 
cooks.

“We are getting overtime pay, 
I believe, but it’s just ridiculous 
that we have to work that much 
and some of the cooks here have 
second jobs just to make ends 
meet,” Sean Fricke, cook at Bar-
bara’s Place, said. “So you’re 
working, there’s benefits, but it’s 
fairly minimal.”

“The fact that this is the 
world’s largest hospitality man-
agement company and they 
can’t even spare a few dollars 
for this college, but they can 
spend millions on other places, 
other campuses… is just ridicu-
lous to me,” Fricke added.

Student dining service work-
ers also joined the effort.

“I’ve been trying to get the 
students involved in the union, 
because we’re all criminally 
underpaid,” Stephen Gilson 
Jr., student worker at The Spot, 
said. “We do the same job that 

the union members do, but we 
get paid up to $1.30 less.”

Gilson said student workers 
are now prohibited from work-
ing in positions other than a 
cashier or barista, like a cook, 
ultimately preventing them from 
being paid higher than their cur-
rent $15.50 an hour wage.

Jack Weidner, student at Po-
mona College, is involved with 
the Student Worker Alliance 

at the Claremont Colleges and 
showed his support on Tuesday.

“Once I started seeing the 
labor fights that were going on 
at Pomona (College)... and start-
ing to getting to know some of 
the workers and then seeing the 
power that students have by 
standing in solidarity with work-
ers, I realized how important it 
is and it makes a really real, very 
material difference in people’s 
lives,” Weidner said.

At Pomona College, dining 
service workers went on a walk-
out strike in October 2022. Their 
pay increased from $18.60 to 
$21.10 an hour. By July 2024, it 
will be $25 an hour. 

“It’s not just this labor fight, 
it’s not just about the workers 
and the students here. It’s also 
every single labor fight that’s in 
this area. It raises the standard 
for all the jobs around,” Weidner 
said. 

Weidner said a huge number 
of students at Pomona College 

showed support in their walk-
out strike, some even joining 
the picket line with them. He be-
lieves that was a factor for their 
workers being heard.

“Dining hall workers on any 
college campus (are) crucial to 
the livelihood of it,” Luna Rome-
ro, student at Pomona College 
and leader for a subcommittee 
of the Claremont Student Work-
er Alliance, said. “We owe them 

a lot and the school wouldn’t be 
running without them.”

Though there is not an active 
alliance like the Claremont Col-
leges’ Student Worker Alliance 
at ULV, Romero said they are 
working to help build one. 

Their first step is empower-

ing La Verne students and work-
ers by showing their support.

“The goal for this group is to 
connect the same labor fights be-
tween the campuses, so to have 
a direct line of communication 
and a way to support each other 
in each fight,” Romero. “So that 
means getting student bodies out 
at our campuses for actions, and 
likewise for La Verne campus.”

The La Verne workers hope 
University administration will 
step in and push Bon Appétit to 
make changes.

If nothing changes, workers 
will go on strike. No date has 
been announced, but workers 
said they are prepared.

“If I can stay here (and get 
a fair wage), I would love to,” 
Fricke said. “I like the atmo-
sphere. I love working with the 
students and love being able to 
help people and cook the food 
for the people.” 

Anabel Martinez can be 
reached at anabel.martinez2@
laverne.edu.

Brandi Peters can be reached 
at brandi.peters@laverne.edu.
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Food workers push for admin help

Brandi Peters

Arun Ramakrishna, organizer for United Here Local 11 and union 
representative for the dining hall workers at the University of La 
Verne, meets with Danielle Vega, executive assistant to the presi-
dent, to discuss the union’s plan to speak with La Verne adminis-

trators about their concerns with Bon Appétit. The workers are ask-
ing to meet with University administrators to discuss their demands 
about retirement options and wage increases to meet the high cost 
of living.

‘Dining hall workers on any college campus (are) crucial to the 
livelihood of it. We owe them a lot and the school wouldn’t be 

running without them.’
 —Luna Romero, student at Pomona College and leader for a 

subcommittee of the Claremont Student Worker Alliance

Visit the Campus Times Online for the follow-
ing exclusive stories:

• Baseball braves the rain to split its doubleheader 
against Rochester

• The city of La Verne’s new concealed carry weapons 
policy prompts a threat of legal action

• The Rotary Club of San Dimas and other groups col-
lect food and other necessities to support active military 
members and their families

• New episodes of Neflix’s “You” bring a return to 
form

lvcampustimes.org

ONliNe exclusives
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Rainstorms improve severe California drought
Amy Alcantara
Staff Writer

The recent weather in Cali-
fornia has helped improve the 
current state of the drought. 
California received a signifi-
cant amount of snow during last 
month’s rainstorms. 

Rebecca Kimitch, a spokes-
person of the Metropolitan Wa-
ter District, said the snow on the 
Northern, Central and Southern 
Sierra is helping with some of 
the extreme drought conditions 
the state has seen in the last 
few years. The Southern Sierra 
received 224% more snowfall 
than normal. The Northern Sier-
ra which is what feeds the State 
Water Project, only got 147%. 
Southern California gets 30% 
of its water from the State Water 
Project. 

There has been a lot of rain 
and snow compared to previous 
years. Although the rain is im-
portant, the most crucial is now 
the snowpack.

“What you really want is a 
thick level of snowpack as of 
April 1 because April is peak,” 
Richard Heim, author at Nation-
al Centers for Environmental 
Information, said. “In April, it 
begins to melt off.”

Heim said the snowpack 
buildup in California has finally 
reached that level and the reser-
voirs have begun to fill up. They 
are slowly filling up and going 
back to normal and, in some cas-
es, above normal for this time of 
the year.

Students from the University 
of La Verne were surprised to see 
how much it rained and snowed 
on mountains near campus. 

Lorilie Alvarez, junior biolo-
gy major, said she saw signs on 
local freeways requiring vehi-
cles to use chains. She said this 
is something she had never seen 
so close to home before.

“The mountains that you see 
going to school on the 210 were 
green and not just brown,” Alva-
rez said.

The weather did affect some 
students who commute to ULV. 
Alvarez said one of her friends 
had to miss class due to road clo-
sures near her home. Students 
and faculty on campus, along 
with other cities and Southern 
California residents, received 
emergency notifications of flash 
floods.

Victor Carmona-Galindo, 
professor of biology at ULV and 
research associate at Center of 
Investigation and Development 
in Health at University of El 
Salvador, said the flash floods 
occurred because the soil struc-
ture in La Verne is not designed 
for a cityscape. The city was de-

signed to host orange farms and 
not engineered to drain increas-
es in precipitation.

“That cycle of flash floods 
may be contributing to the fall 
and loss of larger trees on cam-
pus and in the region,” Carmo-
na-Galindo said.

Although Californians expe-
rienced abnormal rainfall and 
snow, it contributed to the severe 
state of the drought which can 
be seen using a drought monitor 
at droughtmonitor.unl.edu

The U.S. Drought Moni-
tor provides a map that details 
which states have a drought and 
its severity. This weekly data 
is put together by the Nation-

al Drought Mitigation Center, 
the United States Department 
of Agriculture, and the Nation-
al Oceanic and Atmospheric 
Administration. The drought 
monitor map can be accessed 
by anyone. Heim said the state 
committees use it as a basis to 
declare drought emergencies in 
their states.

“The drought conditions in 
California have been improving 
on the Feb. 28 map and in ear-
lier maps in the last couple of 
months,” Heim said.

Last year, the Metropolitan 
Water District declared emer-
gency water restrictions due to 
the severity of the drought. Kim-

itch said some of those restric-
tions will be lifted. Some local 
agencies might still implement 
or keep theirs depending on their 
water supply.

Kimitch said as temperatures 
get warmer in the summer, the 
use of water will go up, but the 
water supply will not be affect-
ed. 

“As water managers we plan 
for the year ahead,” Kimitch 
said. “We will be able to pro-
vide a reliable water supply this 
summer, regardless of how hot it 
gets.”

Amy Alcantara can 
be reached at amairani. 
alcantaramontes@laverne.edu.

Student known for love of others
Sabin Gabra
Staff Writer

Victor De La Cruz Alvarez, a 
graduate student at the Universi-
ty of La Verne, died in a car acci-
dent Feb. 12 in City of Industry.

Family and friends celebrated 
his life March 10 in the Ludwick 
Center Sacred Space. Those 
who attended the celebration of 
life were invited to wear purple 
in honor of him. 

Alvarez was a student in the 
graduate program for education-
al counseling with a bilingual 
concentration.

He was known for his un-
conditional love of the people 
around him. Family members 
greeted each other with hugs be-
fore walking through the doors 
as it became very emotional to 
confront reality. 

University Chaplain Zan-
dra Wagoner was present at the 

service and had a few words to 
share.

“I did not know him but from 
what I have heard he had a love 
inside of him that really over-
flows,” Wagoner said. “People 
experience it and are supported 
and encouraged by him.”

David Nieto, Alvarez’s part-
ner of 11 years, spoke about how 
they first met and the love they 
shared with one another.

He loved to laugh and he 
loved life, Alvarez never took 
anything for granted.

“I was jogging one day and I 
made a left turn in an unfamil-
iar park area,” Nieto said. “We 
caught eyes and said ‘Hi’ to each 
other and the rest was history.”

He loved helping people and 
putting others first. Alvarez was 
very passionate about learning 
and working with students.

“I want people to know that 
he was an example of what not 

giving up on your goals is,” 
Kailen Torres, Alvarez’s friend, 
said.

The memorial was covered 
with purple shades from the 
front to the back of the room, 
and the reason was because of 
how much Alvarez loved the vi-
brance. 

There were many candles 
and pictures of him and seats 
filled up quickly with family 
members and friends as they 
gave their condolences to one 
another.

There were several obsta-
cles he had to overcome and 
he accomplished every goal he 
put his mind to. Alvarez just 
recently passed the California 
Basic Educational Skills Test to 
earn his credentials along with 
his master’s degree. 

“He was working on his 
master’s in educational counsel-
ing so he could continue help-

ing others,” Wagoner said.
Throughout his life he con-

tinued to make those surrounded 
by him feel welcomed. He al-
ways greeted everyone with a 
smile and was never in a bad 
mood.

“I would always mention how 
I was trying to eat healthier and 
that I shouldn’t eat hot Cheetos 
but he would always tell me 
‘who cares?’,” Teressa Escobe-
do, Alvarez’s friend, said.

With being the first in his 
family to pursue higher edu-
cation, he was proud of what 
he had accomplished. Even 
the things that had nothing to 
do with school were moments 
when he felt he was super proud 
to tell his friends.

“I remember the day he drove 
his car to campus,” Escobedo 
said. “I was sitting in class and 
he told me to come outside be-
cause he wanted to show me his 

new car.”
During the time Alvarez at-

tended the University, he was 
able to leave a mark on everyone 
he encountered. He was the type 
of person who wanted to listen 
to what other people had to say.

“Despite just knowing each 
other for a couple of weeks,” 
Torres said. “I felt like I already 
knew him for what he truly 
was.”

In the life Alvarez lived he 
transformed a lot within himself 
and within others, by inspiring 
and encouraging them to go af-
ter what they want in life. 

So many people will never 
forget the smile and positivity 
he brought when he walked in a 
room.

“It was a life cut too short but 
he did in fact make it count,” 
Wagoner said.

Sabin Gabra can be reached 
at sabin.gabra@laverne.edu.

Another historic oak tree falls

A crew works to remove a live oak tree that fell in Sneaky 
Park on Wednesday morning, taking a city light pole with 

it. This is the third historic live oak to fall on the La Verne 
campus since January due to heavy winter rainstorms.

Kim Toth



Samira Felix
News Editor 

The Lewis Center and Col-
lege Panhellenic Association 
hosted a Personal Safety Sem-
inar led by Lauren Roselle, 
founder and president of Es-
teem, a communication consult-
ing firm, on March 8, Interna-
tional Women’s Day. 

The seminar, held in the La 
Fetra Auditorium, provided Uni-
versity of La Verne students, 
staff and faculty members with 
an opportunity to learn a variety 
of personal safety techniques. 

She was a volunteer for the 
Los Angeles Rape and Battering 
Hotline when she realized that 
she wanted to be proactive to 
help prevent women from being 
in dangerous situations. 

“It just hit me very early on 
that I would rather be doing pre-
vention so that women weren’t 
in a situation where they had to 
call a hotline than doing the in-
tervention,” Roselle said.

After her volunteering expe-
rience, Roselle became a certi-
fied self-defense instructor, and 
in 1989, she began working at 
the Los Angeles Commission on 
Assaults Against Women, which 
is now known as Peace Over 
Violence, where she ran their 
self-defense program until she 
started Esteem in 1991.

“I ran their self-defense pro-
gram for a while, but I spent 
more time at my desk coordinat-
ing training, and I really wanted 
to be teaching them, so I start-
ed my own business from that,” 
Roselle said.

Esteem works to provide 
personal safety and self-defense 
training to teen girls and women 
and violence avoidance training 
for teen boys and men. The com-
pany’s mission is to empow-
er people to walk through the 
world with less fear and more 

confidence. 
Allison Krich, operations 

manager for the Lewis Center, 
organized the event because she 
thinks everyone should have the 
ability to defend themselves in 
difficult situations. 

“I think it’s very important, 
especially because it’s Inter-
national Women’s Day,” Krich 
said. “It’s important for every-
one to have these skills, but es-
pecially women, especially the 
skills to let people know that it 
is okay to speak up. Even if your 
personality doesn’t fit that mold, 
it is okay to tell people no, that 
you do not want to be put in that 
situation.”

During the seminar, Roselle 
explained that when an indi-
vidual gets a “creepy feeling,” 
meaning something is not quite 
right, the safest things to do is to 
get to a safe place where there 
are people around to make a 
phone call or to change direc-
tions like crossing the street or 
making multiple rights to make 
sure that no one is following 
them. Roselle demonstrated 
what to do in a situation where 
someone is being followed 
by asking for a volunteer. She 
showed that the best thing to 
do is to turn around, put both 
hands up and yell angrily, “back 
off, back off now!” Yelling is 
important because it startles a 
potential assailant and draws at-
tention. 

“I think we’re all going to 
feel fear,” Roselle said. “Fear is 
the number one thing I’m feel-
ing when somebody’s target-
ing me. I’m going to feel that 
anxiety. That fear is telling me 
there’s something wrong, but 
I’m going to turn that fear into 
anger because how dare you 
make me feel afraid walking 
down the street.”

If someone finds themselves 
in a situation where an attacker 

has got ahold of them, Roselle 
explained that there are five vi-
tal areas that can do the most 
amount of damage. The five 
areas are the eyes, nose, throat, 
knee and groin.

“I’m not overstating how im-
pactful this is…It doesn’t take 
much,” Roselle said. “We just 
have to believe it.”  

Valerie Vera, a junior kinesi-
ology major, said she believed 
the techniques Roselle demon-
strated were simple and that 
anyone could do them. 

“A lot of people think that 
you have to know some form of 
martial arts in order to protect 
yourself, and everything she ex-
plained was simple and doable,” 
Vera said. “It’s something that 
everyone can do whether you’re 
a black belt in karate or you re-
ally have never been in a fight 
before.”

Kaylee Perales, freshman 
psychology major, said she de-
cided to attend the event because 
she wanted to learn how to de-
fend herself in difficult situa-
tions. 

“I feel more confident in my-
self, and just in case if I happen 
to walk by at night in a dark al-
ley, then I will feel more com-
fortable with the techniques she 
used,” Perales said.

Roselle explained that so-
ciety had taught people that in 
order to show a person they like 
them, they need to touch them. 
Setting boundaries without mak-
ing them seem like a question 
and being assertive is important 
because it teaches others how to 
treat someone. 

“I want you to know that 
you’re not disrespecting a per-
son when you’re telling them 
what’s OK and not OK,” Roselle 
said. “If they are someone who 
cares about you or wants to get 
to know you, they’re going to 
respect that, and then they’re 

gonna be like, ‘Oh, OK, that’s 
someone who knows what they 
want and I’m cool with that’.”

She ended the seminar by 
demonstrating what an individ-
ual should do if they are being 
threatened by a gun, which is to 
try to get ahold of the weapon 
and dispose of it on their way to 
safety. She encouraged people to 
speak up when they are involved 

in dangerous situations.
“It’s about empowering peo-

ple to realize what you can do 
and that you don’t have to be 
in incredible coordination,” 
Roselle said.

To learn more about Esteem’s 
personal safety training, visit  
esteemcommunication.org. 

Samira Felix can be reached 
at samira.felix@laverne.edu.
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Ancestors called upon with the power of sage
Jasmine Soria
Staff Writer

A sage gathering and bless-
ing event in front of the Lud-
wick Center on March 9 drew 
in many students eager to learn 
about the uses and importance 
of sage. The event was presented 
by Trevor Thomson, director of 
music and liturgy at Holy Name 
of Mary Catholic Church in San 
Dimas, and Jose “Bear” Gal-
legos, an indigenous community 
member.

During the event, participants 
sang, prayed, called upon their 
ancestors, cut sage, and made 
sage bundles. A man known as 
Grandpa Raymond Stone passed 
down the songs used during the 
ceremony, and it was noted that 

he had gone to jail for leaving 
ceremonies in the past. The cere-
monies were often done at night 
prior to the Religious Freedom 
Restoration Act. 

It was emphasized that it is 
important to follow the ways of 
the ancestors and to call upon 
them during ceremonies. 

“Shout at the ancestors; they 
are here among us,” Thomson 
said. “The importance is the joy 
you feel.” 

The songs were used to call 
upon the ancestors, and it was 
noted that it is okay not to un-
derstand the lyrics. 

The full moon on March 7 
is known as the worm moon, 
which is a time when worms 
start to come up. The ceremony 
is a way of signaling that spring 

is coming and it is time to start 
waking up. In Southern Califor-
nia, the full moon is a remind-
er that the medicine is ready 
to gather. Sage is considered a 
medicine, and it is important 
to ask for its permission before 
cutting it. Bear explained that it 
is important to treat sage with 
respect. 

“Sage is becoming extinct; 
it’s important and cultural to 
us, we put our energy on it, this 
doesn’t happen when it’s pro-
cessed, it is not good to sell sage, 
it’s dishonorable,” he said. 

He mentioned that when cut-
ting the sage, it should be done 
with the left hand because it is 
closest to the heart. During the 
ceremony, participants were in-
vited to cut sage where it called 

them and wrap it using red string 
to make a bundle. The sage in 
front of the Ludwick Center is 
known as Bonita; it is extremely 
rare because it is one plant with 
two different types of sage. 

“I didn’t really know what 
sage was, and I didn’t know it 
was on campus, but it was a real-
ly nice feeling connected to one 
another; the sun came out, and 
it got warmer,” Aki’yah Tribble, 
a sophomore legal studies major, 
said. 

It was a first-time experi-
ence for many students, but they 
found it peaceful and fun.

“A hawk flew over us, and it 
was so cool. It was our ances-
tors and spirits. Bees were flying 
and butterflies; it was amazing,” 
Madison Bravo, freshman psy-

chology major, said.
Students were told to keep 

this as a beautiful memory. The 
sage bundles would eventually 
dry out and are used to cleanse 
energy.

“I enjoyed that we lost track 
of time,” Thomas Taniguchi, 
freshman psychology major, 
said. “I have a class after this, 
but I don’t care to check. It is 
nice being able just to relax.”

The Sage Gathering and 
Blessing event was a peaceful 
and enlightening experience for 
all those who participated. The 
ceremony served as a way to 
connect with the natural world 
and the spirits that reside within 
it.

Jasmine Soria can be reached 
at jasmine.soria@laverne.edu.

Lauren Roselle, founder and president of the communication con-
sulting firm Esteem, leads a personal safety seminar hosted by the 
Lewis Center and College Panhellenic Association on March 8 for 
International Women’s Day. Roselle explained various ways of per-
sonal safety techniques and said the five main areas to strike an 
attacker are the eyes, nose, throat, knee and groin.

Abelina J. Nuñez



Abelina J. Nuñez
Arts Editor 

The University of La Verne 
has a club on campus for those 
who want to be a leader for 
world peace but also be able to 
meet others to create a family 
bond. The Tikkun Olam Inter-
national club allows everyone 
to express their beliefs openly 
without judgment. Those who 
join the club are able to learn 
more about traditional Shabbat 
and Jewish practice and also 
share their own religious and 
non religious beliefs. The ongo-
ing project that the club is hav-
ing is the sock project. 

“We are collecting supplies 
like socks, masks and other 
toiletries to donate to our local 
homeless in our surrounding ar-
eas as well as a women’s shel-
ter we’ve been in contact with 
in Whittier,” Lindsey Preciado, 
vice president, social media and 
event coordinator of Tikkun 
Olam and sophomore digital 
media and television major, said. 

There are boxes around cam-
pus where people can donate toi-
letries and supplies. People can 
donate toothbrushes, toothpaste, 
body and hair soap and deodor-
ant. At the moment, there are 
three boxes located on campus, 
one at the Abraham Campus 
Center next to the pool table, 
one in Founders Hall next to the 
music library and another in the 
Barkley Building hallway.  

Preciado said she works with 
the executive board in creat-
ing the flyers for their club and 
managing their social media and 
website. The executive board is 
J. Marcus Gratz de Lang, presi-
dent and junior interdisciplinary 
studies major and Jacob Curiel, 
treasurer and freshman business 
major. 

J. Marcus Gratz de Lang’s 
parents, Udit Gratz de Lang 
and Reed Gratz are also in-
volved with the club. Udit Gratz 
de Lang, a ULV alumna, is the 
Tikkun Olam International den 
mother, while Reed Gratz, pro-
fessor of music, is the advisor. 

“I think it’s fabulous that my 

son gathers people of every-
thing, not so much religion, but 
just everybody,” Udit Gratz de 
Lang said. “You come as you 
and what you bring to the table, 
we will listen.”

She said as the den mother of 
the club she wants to bring some 
foundation so the club members 
can use the tools she gives to use 
them on the way in their adven-
tures. She does not want them to 
depend on her and wants them to 
go on their own missions.

“We all have this passion for 
helping and making things better 
in the community and therefore 
want to do it,” J. Marcus Gratz 
de Lang said. “My goal is to 
build a community and continue 
the Friday dinners and help the 

community, not just La Verne 
but outside La Verne (as well). 
That’s also one of our main 
things is to help and become a 
leader.”

On Fridays, the club mem-
bers come together and meet at 
the Music Library in Founders, 
room FH16, to have their week-
ly dinner and be able to discuss 
how their week went along with 
the project they would like to ac-
complish. 

“We kind of tend to do things 
differently, it’s not only me de-
ciding things that (will) happen 
in the club,” J. Marcus Gratz de 
Lang said. “We discuss, and then 
we come up with things, then we 
vote. We like to go around the 
room and say yay, or nay and 

then kind of go off of that.”
Marcus Gratz de Lang asked 

Preciado to join the club to help 
him start it back up since the 
club was previously known as 
Hillel, and J. Marcus Gratz de 
Lang decided to start it back up 
as Tikkun Olam. 

“We got Tikkun Olam up and 
running last August,” Preciado 
said. “We wanted a place where 
students can feel safe to talk with 
others and make friends regard-
less of religion and background. 
The club may be considered the 
Jewish life on campus, but we 
truly are more than that, most of 
our members aren’t Jewish, and 
we all have a great time learning 
about each other’s cultures and 
religion.” 

Curiel said he got involved 
with the club because a friend 
of his told him to check out the 
club booth and they handed him 
a flier to join them on Friday. 

“My big thing was giving in 
to my curiosity and getting con-
nected (to be) involved with my 
school, so from that, I found a 
new family on campus through 
Tikkun Olam,” he said. “Fri-
day dinners or just the belief of 
sharing food with one another 
through fellowship resonates 
with me.” 

For more information, 
visit their Instagram page  
@Tikkunolam.ulv

Abelina J. Nuñez can be 
reached at abelina.nunez@ 
laverne.edu.
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Club welcomes members of all faiths

Members of Tikkun Olam International meet for their weekly din-
ner March 10 at the Music Library in Founders Hall to discuss fu-
ture projects and how their week went. The club includes, from left 
to right, Tikkun Olam International Den mother and ULV alumna 
Udit Gratz de Lang; sophomore organizational management major 
Alex Johnson; freshman studio art major Fabian Freyre; freshman 

business major Jacob Curiel, club treasurer; ULV alumnus Maxi-
miliano Rodriguez; sophomore digital media and television major 
Lindsey Preciado, club vice president; Professor of Music Reed 
Gratz, club advisor; junior interdisciplinary studies major J. Mar-
cus Gratz de Lang, club president; and junior digital media major 
Andrew Morris.

Abelina J. Nuñez

ULV dance team dominates at halftime show
Madison Hudson
Staff Writer

As the Ontario Reign faced 
the Calgary Wranglers in a 
match up at the Toyota Arena, 
the University of La Verne dance 
team received the opportunity 
to perform during halftime and 
dominated their choreography 
Saturday afternoon.

Performing to Beyonce’s 
live remix of “Crazy in Love,” 
“Diva” and “Run the World,” 
the Leopards implemented sharp 
arm work, formation changes, 
hip-hop choreography, transi-
tions to multiple spots on the ice, 
and a few spicy kicks. 

Junior criminology major 
Anya Habeeb joined the dance 
this year and was ecstatic about 
the outcome of their perfor-
mance. Habeeb loved the way 
the uniforms looked and felt that 

the choreography was clean and 
sharply executed.

“My favorite part of the rou-
tine was the ending because it 
was quick-paced and ended with 
a bang, an amazing way to finish 
a performance,” Habeeb said. “I 
think the performance went re-
ally well, and I was super happy 
with how it all came together in 
the end.”

Adding multiple different 
skills that were incorporated 
into the routine made the crowd 
go wild and continue to cheer 
on the team, adding great ener-
gy and positivity as the perfor-
mance continued.

Sophomore Alyssa Kinsey 
popped out of the performance 
with amazing facial expressions 
and astonishingly clean moves. 
From start to finish, Kinsey was 
exhilarated to take on their first 
huge performance at the arena.

“Hip-hop skills were main-
ly focused on with sharp arms 
and movements and we also 
focused on precise transitions 
to new sports and looking as un-
informed as possible,” Kinsey 
said. “The highlight of the rou-
tine for me was the very first part 
because it builds suspense for 
the rest of the routine although 
it was slower. It shows the pro-
gression into the more hip-hop 
style and the sharpness behind 
the moves.”

Sophomore Mikayla Dacap-
no is a second year dancer and 
was thrilled with the perfor-
mance. Dacapno thought that 
it was one of the best routines 
so far because of the energy 
and having such an amazing 
group of girls to produce such 
an amazing piece, matching one 
another’s vitality.

“Along with the kick, the di-

agonal formation was really im-
pressive and my favorite part of 
the routine because of the spec-
tacular choreography that was 
put together,” Dacapno said. 
“The dance implemented most-
ly hip-hop, so focusing on sharp 
footwork and arms was huge, 
some were thrown in there, and 
it added an awesome touch to 
the routine.”

The pristine skills that were 
executed throughout the routine 
show how much work and ded-
ication each dancer put into at-
tending their practices and made 
sure to implement all of the 
skills sharply, they did just that. 

Senior Jennifer Arciniega 
went out with a bang and per-
formed each skill with ease. 
The smile on Arciniega’s face 
throughout the routine showed 
how much she enjoyed receiv-
ing the opportunity to show the 

arena her skills and talent.
“I loved all the formation 

changes, we had five, and they 
were all so clean, which showed 
the crowd how strong of a 
team we are,” Arciniega said. 
“We also have a CAB event on 
Thursday that some of the girls 
are performing in, as well as a 
dance showcase in April which 
is what I am looking forward to 
next.”

After putting together such 
an amazing performance at the 
Toyota Area, the next step for 
the Leopards dance team is se-
lecting the new captains and at-
tending another event on April 
14 in the Campus Center ball-
rooms to showcase their skills 
for the La Verne students and 
faculty members.

Madison Hudson can be 
reached at madison.hudson@
laverne.edu.
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Student 
Exhibition

“Humanifestation” is 
a University of La Verne 
photography student exhi-
bition exploring the human 
disruption in nature. 

Displayed is work by 
senior photography ma-
jor Nareg Agopian, senior 
criminology major Drake 
Ingram, senior photography 
major Darcelle Jones-Wes-
ley, senior photography ma-
jor Casi Martinez, senior 
photography major Natalie 
Medrano, junior journalism 
major Abelina J. Nuñez and 
junior digital media major 
Amanda Torres. 

“Humanifestation” is 
on view until March 24 in 
Miller Hall’s Ground Floor 
Gallery.

‘Asymmetrical 
Orbits’

Harris Gallery at the 
University of La Verne’s 
new exhibition, “Asym-
metrical Orbits,” features 
sculptures by artists Linda 
Nguyen Lopez, Jon Pylyp-
chuk, Nicolas Shake, Vin-
cent Tomczyk and Connie 
Martin Trevino. 

Harris Gallery is open 
Monday to Thursday, 11 
a.m. to 4 p.m., or by ap-
pointment. 

The exhibition is on 
view until March 23.

Glass House  
Brujeria, a deathgrind 

metal band from Mexico, 
will perform Friday at the 
Glass House in Pomona. 
Doors open at 6 p.m. and 
the show starts at 7 p.m. 
Admission is $32.  

The Glass House will 
also host Emo Night on Sat-
urday. Doors open at 7 p.m.

The Glass House is lo-
cated at 200 W. Second 
Street in Pomona. For tick-
ets or more information, 
visit theglasshouse.us.

Joti Rockwell  
Joti Rockwell, professor 

of music at Pomona Col-
lege, will perform at the 
Folk Music Center in Cla-
remont at 4:30 p.m. Sunday. 
Admission is free, but a 
donation is highly encour-
aged. The Folk Music Cen-
ter is located at 220 Yale 
Avenue in Claremont.

—Abelina J. Nuñez

HAppenings Joel Rafael shares

Folk history
story and photography by 
Vincent Matthew Franco

Folk musician Joel Rafael performs Saturday at the Folk Mu-
sic Center in Claremont. Rafael has been singing about riding 
freight trains, human rights and interpreting Woody Guthrie 

lyrics for over 50 years. He has been involved with Folk Music 
Center and playing sold out shows in-store or at the Clare-
mont Folk Festival. 

Highly renowned folk musician Joel 
Rafael, along with Claremont trio 
the Citrus Sisters took to the lit-

tle stage in the corner of Claremont’s Folk 
Music Center Saturday night to a sold out 
crowd, for a night of beautiful melodies and 
grand storytelling.

It was not long after the doors opened 
and the big room with old guitars, drums, 
and banjos lining the walls were packed with 
enthusiastic folk music fans eagerly taking 
their seats. At 7:30 p.m. on the dot the lights 
shut off and the Citrus Sisters took to the 
lighted stage, welcomed with cheers by the 
jam-packed room.  

The trio of women consisted of the cen-
ter’s owner and ukulele player Ellen Harper, 
bassist Elizabeth Hagan and guitarist Mar-
guerite Millard, who all sang and played a set 
full of cover and original songs. This delight-
ful trio brought both a sense of passion and 
spirit that perfectly started out the evening. 

“Sold out is sold out,” shouted out Han-
gan. “It’s awesome.”

By their second song, they had the crowd 
clapping and singing along to their cover of 
Harry Belafonte’s undeniable calypso clas-
sic, “Banana Boat (Day-O).” The song was 
released in 1956, but most certainly gained 
its popularity after being featured in the 1988 
Tim Burton movie “Beetlejuice.” 

After a few more songs, the band ended 
their set with an acapella song called “Bring 
a Little Water, Silvy.” Like a couple of other 
songs in the set, it did not take long until the 
crowd found themselves clapping along and 
holding the backbeat to the song.

“I’m reminded it’s important because 
people come up to me and tell me all the 
time how much they appreciate us, which 

I’m thankful for,” Harper said on playing a 
sold out show.

And just as fast as the trio left the stage, 
all attention was pointed toward Rafael as he 
made his way to the mic, with guitar in hand 
and a back pocket full of harmonicas. Before 
going into his first song, he began with a sto-
ry of how every time he played after a band 
with the fast songs and high energy that folk 
music allows, like the Citrus Sisters, he made 
a point to start with the slowest song possi-
ble. He did exactly that.

From his snow-white curly hair to the 
peace sign painted on his fingernail, Rafa-
el’s Bob Dylan-esque poise holds all the 
right characteristics one would imagine from 
a folk singer. As they should, considering 
that he has been singing about riding freight 
trains, spending time in jail for smoking 
weed and covering Woody Guthrie songs for 
the past 50 years.

For many of those years, he has been in-
volved with the folk center and the Clare-
mont Folk Festival as well. 

Apart from his involvement in the folk 
music scene in Claremont, he is also heavily 
involved with the Woody Guthrie Museum 
in Guthrie’s hometown of Tulsa, Oklahoma. 
His relationship with the museum runs so 
deep that they gifted him five sets of lyrics 
that Guthrie had written but had no music for.

Rafael only played one of those songs, 
and it was titled “Glory Bound.” A song 
about Emmet Till, a boy who was lynched in 
1955 in Mississippi, was where Rafael was 
able to show that he was more than a folk 
singer, but an activist as well. 

Rafael followed this track with “El Bra-
cero,” a song about the bracero program in 
1942 that brought in millions of Mexican 

men to fill in on the farms while American 
men went off to war. The men brought over 
to help were not treated fairly and were not 
compensated properly for their hard work.  

“We gave up parts of our future to make 
a statement,” Rafael said of the boomer gen-
eration, that he and a majority of the crowd 
were a part of. A statement that generated a 
loud round of applause.

An overall champion for human rights, 
he felt the need to write this song to tell the 
story of these men and incorporated a news 
headline from the time in the lyrics that read 
“Bring The Mexicans.”

Along with his ballads on fighting the 
good fight, Rafael is a keen storyteller, both 
in his songs and between them. This could be 
seen in “Old Portland Town,” where he sings 
of being arrested in Portland for what he says 
was “doing something there that’s complete-
ly legal now.” Taking the audience on a trip 
to a place 40 years ago with his vivid lyrics 
of being bailed out by his girlfriend, layered 
over his twangy acoustic guitar playing. 

“It’s been a strange couple of years,” he 
said after this song. “I hope it’s been strange 
for you as well.”

Rafael ended his set by inviting the Citrus 
Sisters back on stage for one last jam session. 
His songs are simple songs, with intricate 
storytelling and melodies that flow easily 
through one’s ears. Songs so simple that to-
wards the end of his set, it was easy for the 
audience to grasp onto them and hum along. 

At one point, during his last tune, he had 
the whole room harmonizing together and 
just for a second it felt like a church choir 
had made its way into the room.

Vincent Matthew Franco can be reached 
at vincent.franco@laverne.edu.



Sarah Van Buskirk
Editor-in-Chief 

Amidst the Southern Cal-
ifornia storms, the La Verne 
women’s water polo team bat-
tled through the rain in a tough 
15-14 loss against the Division 
I Saint Francis Red Flash for the 
first game of the ULV mini tour-
nament Tuesday afternoon at the 
La Verne Aquatic Center at Las 
Flores Park. 

The Leopards were able to 
acclimate to the downpour and 
floated to the top for a 9-6 win 
in the second game against the 
visiting Macalester Scots.

“We started so slow in that 
game, we allowed 11 goals in 
the first half and then actually 
started playing and only allowed 
four goals in the second half,” 
head coach Pat Beemer said. 
“There were a lot of what if’s, 
like what if we started a little 
hotter.”

In the first quarter, the Leop-
ards were struggling to adjust 
to the Red Flash’s aggressive 
man-to-man defense and give 
up many turnovers while they 
struggled to get points on the 
board. Lots of back-and-forth 
swimming was lapped by both 
teams and with three minutes to 
go in the quarter the Leopards 
were down, 2-0.

To kick things off for La 
Verne, an exclusion on SFU 
initiated the powerplay and the 
Leopards were a man up. 

Sophomore attacker Amelia 
Wolfe set up a pass from the far 
end into the hands of freshman 
utility player Maddie Grove, 
who shot the ball past the de-
fense and goalie’s arms, 2-1. 

About two minutes later, 
the Red Flash gained two more 
goals. 

Not long after, graduate stu-

dent attacker Jassmine Kezman 
broke the silence and fired one 
into the net on another power-
play opportunity, 4-2.

With the final minute of the 
quarter receding, SFU put up 
two more points and led, 6-2, 
heading into the second quarter. 

“Our beginning was pret-
ty flat, we definitely started off 
a lot slower than anticipated 
which sometimes does happen 
with the weather,” graduate stu-
dent utility player Halo Espino-
za said. “But overall once we 
started getting into the flow of 
how everything was going we 
packed up our energy and start-
ed acting like a team.”

To open the scoring flood 
gates, the Red Flash gained an-
other point from a power play 
after Grove was excluded. 

In reciprocation, the Leop-
ards followed up with their own 
6-on-5 opportunity as Kezman 
scored which brought the score 
to 7-3.

Kezman has been dominating 
recently, contributing 11 shots, 
six goals and one steal against 
SFU alone. One of her goals was 
a five-meter penalty shot in the 
second quarter that pushed the 
score to 8-4.  

Two more goals for the Red 
Flash were recorded but Grove 
drove to the goal patiently and 
managed to put one into the 
cage. 

SFU remained in control 
and shortly after earned anoth-
er point from a long shot to the 
top corner. However, Kezman 
was right on it and added to the 
score, 11-5.

Right before halftime the 
Leopards gained a power play 
and after a good passing rota-
tion, the ball ended in the hands 
of sophomore center Olivia Tay-
lor who converted with a man 

up, 11-6.
In the third quarter Saint 

Francis made three goals and 
held La Verne to none for a ma-
jority of the quarter until senior 
center Nancy Trinh received 
a long pass and carried out a 
breakaway where she banked a 
shot in to make the score 14-8.

With less than 30 seconds 
to go, during a power play, 
Kezman propelled down the 
pool and passed to senior utility 
player Abby Nuñez, who made 
it in before the end of the quar-
ter, 14-9.

The fourth quarter is where 
the Leopards made a comeback, 
out scoring the Red Flash 5-1. 
Crowd awing performances by 
Kezman, Trinh and Taylor put 
the Leopards in close quarters to 
the Red Flash.

Senior goalkeeper Kate Car-
lyle was applauded for her enor-
mous efforts in the water dialing 
in on nine saves. 

“Toward the end I thought our 
communication was going really 
well, especially on defense, just 
communicating where we need-
ed to go,” Carlyle said. 

Despite the Leopards’ late 
resurgence it was not quite early 
enough and La Verne was taken 
under for the close 15-14 loss. 

Trinh said the two key words 
this season are accountability 
and positivity. 

“We are very competitive 
which is a really great trait to 
have especially playing in a 
sport like this but we are so com-
petitive that when a mistake hap-
pens we get down on ourselves,” 
Trinh said. “So really practicing 

positivity and accountability 
early on in the game so it is not 
a second half comeback and we 
are playing hard all quarters.”

La Verne took on the Red-
lands Bulldogs on Wednesday 
in a Southern California Inter-
collegiate Athletic Conference 
matchup and lost, 9-6, after be-
ing shut out in the fourth quarter. 

This brings their SCIAC re-
cord to 0-2 and 3-11 overall.

The Leopards will carry over 
SCIAC play into the weekend as 
they host the Cal Lutheran King-
smen at 11 a.m. Saturday.

After they will embark on 
three away games starting  at 7 
p.m. Wednesday against Pomo-
na-Pitzer.

Sarah Van Buskirk can be 
reached at sarah.vanbuskirk@
laverne.edu.
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Sheridan Lambrook

La Verne senior goalkeeper Kate Carlyle looks 
for an open teammate after getting possession of 
the ball against Saint Francis on Tuesday at the 

La Verne Aquatic Center. The Leopards lost in a 
close game against the Red Flash, 15-14, in the 
rain.

Leos divvy up ULV mini tournament

Leos hammer Engineers in double header sweep
Sydney Ferris
Staff Writer

The La Verne softball team 
welcomed the Worcester Poly-
technic Institute Engineers to 
Campus West on March 9 with 
a doubleheader sweep, winning 
game one, 6-4, and game two, 
9-5.

“It’s really hard to win two 
games in a row,” head coach 
Dennis Blas said. “You have to 
give credit to the whole team.”

Game two began with Leop-
ards’ junior pitcher Jocelyn Rob-
ertson on the mound, coming in 
with a 4-4 record and 3.77 ERA.

Worcester junior center field-
er Sydney Russell led off the 
game with a single up the mid-
dle. She advanced to second 
on a ground out from graduate 
student shortstop Lindsay Am-
brosino. Freshman third base-
man Destiny Lum hit an RBI 
single, scoring Russell and put-
ting WPI on top, 1-0, in the top 
of the first inning. 

The Leopards tied the game 
when sophomore left fielder 
Ashley Rodriguez hit a home 
run off of Engineers sophomore 
pitcher Kelly Pritchard in the 
bottom of the second inning.

“Being patient at the plate 
helped,” Rodriguez said. “I saw 
a lot of good pitches today.”

With two runners on base in 
the top of the third inning, Am-
brosino hit a home run, mak-
ing the score 4-1 Worcester. 
Robertson gave up a double to 
Lum, and Blas handed the ball 
to freshman pitcher Jaidyn Al-
varez. 

After recording two quick 
outs, freshman first baseman 
Emma Nagy singled to left field, 
advancing Lum to third. Senior 
second baseman Alicia Salvalzo 
brought in Lum with an RBI sin-
gle to shortstop, increasing the 
Leopards’ deficit to 5-1. 

The Leopards fought back in 
the bottom of the third inning 
when freshman catcher Isabella 
Garcia doubled to left center, 

bringing in senior shortstop Tay-
lor Gray, who had singled in the 
previous at-bat.

Senior first baseman Marissa 
Acosta then hit an RBI single up 
the middle, scoring Isabella Gar-
cia and bringing the Leopards 
to within two runs. Rodriguez 
reached base via walk, and then 
Acosta and Rodriguez stole sec-
ond and third. Sophomore sec-
ond baseman Erika Garcia hit a 
sacrifice fly, scoring Acosta and 
tightening the score, 5-4.

WPI changed pitchers, put-
ting senior Sophia Togneri on 
the mound to replace Pritchard.

Junior third baseman Mia 
Pintado reached first on a field-
ing error, bringing in Rodriguez 
and tying the game, 5-5.

The game was still tied in 
the top of the fifth inning, but 
Worcester was threatening. 

With the bases loaded and 
two outs, La Verne senior Ra-
chel Rubio came in to pitch after 
throwing 99 pitches in the first 
game. She was facing Ambrosi-

no, who hit the three run home 
run in the top of the third inning. 

Rubio struck her out to end 
the inning and hold the score, 
5-5. 

“I worked really hard in the 
bullpen both games,” Rubio 
said. “I had no doubt that I was 
going to shut them down.”

Togneri walked Rodriguez 
with two outs in the bottom of 
the fifth to begin a two-out ral-
ly. Rodriguez stole second and 
scored when Erika Garcia hit an 
RBI single to left field, giving 
the Leopards their first lead of 
the game.

Pintado singled to left field, 
advancing Garcia to third. Ju-
nior Julie Contreras recorded 
a pinch hit RBI single to right 
field, binging in Erika Garcia 
and giving the Leopards the lead 
by two. 

The Leopards added insur-
ance runs in the bottom of the 
sixth inning after Nagy walked 
junior center fielder Haylee 
Hsieh, who then stole second 

and advanced to third on a wild 
pitch. Hsieh scored when Gray 
grounded out to third base, mak-
ing the score 8-5.

Isabella Garcia then reached 
first on a throwing error. Bas-
tien pinch ran and crossed home 
plate when Acosta hit an RBI 
double to left field, cushioning 
the Leopards lead by four runs.

“We answered back with 
great energy and made the ad-
justments needed,” Erika Garcia 
said.

Rubio finished out the game, 
making the 9-5 win official.

The Leopards are 11-6 over-
all and 1-1 in Southern Califor-
nia Intercollegiate Athletic Con-
ference play.

They will travel to Pomo-
na-Pitzer to begin a three game 
series against the Sagehens at 3 
p.m. Friday, followed by a dou-
bleheader against them at noon 
and 2 p.m. Saturday at Campus 
West.

Sydney Ferris can be reached 
at sydney.ferris@laverne.edu.
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