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Samira Felix
News Editor

The Office of Civic and Com-
munity Engagement partnered 
with the Andrew Goodman 
Foundation and Vote is Sacred 
student ambassadors to host the 
“Voting for Our Reproductive 
Rights” informational panel ses-
sion on Wednesday in the Lud-
wick Center Sacred Space. 

The Andrew Goodman Foun-
dation is a national, non-parti-
san, civic engagement move-
ment that involves students from 
various universities.

Ambassadors work with uni-
versities to register voters, bring 
down voting barriers and open 
up the discussion of important 
social issues in their university. 

The Vote is Scared Project is 
similar to the Andrew Goodman 
Foundation because it aims to 
inform students and community 
members about voter and issue 
education, voter registration, 
and voter engagement. 

Zarah Vidnezca, sophomore 
legal studies major and Andrew 
Goodman Foundation ambas-
sador, said creating this panel 
discussion was something that 
she was interested in since last 
fall when Roe v. Wade was over-
turned, but decided to wait be-
cause it was a sensitive topic and 
very recent. 

“It’s a very important conver-
sation to have. It’s knowledge 
that people should have because 
it impacts every single one of 
us,” Vidnezca said. “Because 
there’s so much misinformation 
being spread, that I think it’s 
important that people take the 
time to learn about it and have 
the right information and I think 
holding  spaces where we just 
listen in a non-biased way to 
what others have to say and to 
people with expertise in differ-
ent areas is very important.”

University Chaplain Zandra 
Wagoner introduced the session 
and was the moderator through-

out the panel.
The panel was made up of 

Linda Bartelt, adjunct profes-
sor of educational studies; John 
Bartelt, professor of educational 
studies; Carolyn Bekhor, pro-
fessor of legal studies; and Judy 
Holiday, associate professor of 
rhetoric and communication 
studies. 

Wagoner began the session 
by explaining that it was not 
a debate about reproductive 
choice or abortion, rather it was 
about the history and value of 
reproductive rights along with 
how they are viewed and the re-

sources that are available. 
“Today’s event is about lift-

ing up the best of this value, to 
increase our civic understanding 
and responsibility,” Wagoner 
said.

Wagoner concluded her in-
troduction speech by asking the 
panel “If one wanted to be fully 
informed about the history and 
practices of reproductive choice, 
what would we need to know?”

Bekhor started the discussion 
by explaining that reproduc-
tive rights included health care, 
which is prenatal care, birth con-
trol, sterilization, the right to an 
abortion, sexual education and 

the overall sense of bodily au-
tonomy.

She said that Dobbs v. Jack-
son Women’s Health Organi-
zation led to the overturning of 
Roe v. Wade, which called into 
question the right to privacy and 
means that bodily autonomy 
may be up for prohibitions by 
states.  

Bekhor said that the Supreme 
Court is unelected officials that 
have no code of conduct and no 
ethical code that make final de-
cisions because there is no high-
er court.

She said that the people who 

put them there were elected 
presidents and elected legisla-
tors. 

“It comes down to voting,” 
Bekhor said. “Voting with the 
lens to say ‘Where is my inter-
est and how is my interest being 
served?’… The impact is large 
and it is not something to take 
lightly.” 

Wagoner then asked Holiday 
to explain the evolution and im-
pact of reproductive rights and 
how it became a polarizing is-
sue.

Holiday began by talking 
about how women have been 
used in the past to make change 

in the United States because 
women as a group are often con-
sidered a minority even if they 
are not a minority.

They are viewed as minori-
ties because they often do not 
have the access or power that 
men have in the U.S.

Holiday said women were 
used in the past to develop chat-
tel slavery in the U.S. which is 
the ownership of a body and 
then the ownership of the off-
spring of that property.

She also said that wom-
en have also been viewed as 
wombs that do not have control 
of their own bodies. The ma-
jority of abortions have always 
taken place with women who are 
already moms who are thinking 
about their children. 

“It is certainly an issue to 
force a woman to carry a fetus 
to term because that might pre-
vent that woman from having 
an educational opportunity, or 
moving the rest of the family out 
by having education and hav-
ing enough money for the other 
children,” Holiday said. “I ask 
that we look at life more broad-
ly. Quality of life for everyone 
involved when we speak about 
abortion.”

Wagoner moved the discus-
sion along by introducing Linda 
Bartelt and John Bartelt, who 
would be showing a presenta-
tion and speaking about how 
reproductive rights are playing 
out now and how to access good 
information and resources. 

Linda Bartlet began the pre-
sentation by speaking about her 
personal history regarding an 

ectopic pregnancy she had in her 
20s.

An ectopic pregnancy, also 
known as a tubal, is when the 
fertilized egg is implanted into 
the fallopian tube instead of 
traveling to the uterus.

She said that she did not 
know it was a tubal pregnancy 
and when she went home she 
was in excruciating pain, so she 
ended up at the hospital at mid-
night.

During this time she debated 
waiting until the morning to go, 
but she decided to go and was 
able to find out that her tubal 
had burst and she was internally 
bleeding. 

“Today’s law would let me 
die,” Linda Bartelt said. “Back 
then Roe v. Wade was firmly in 
place and I had a procedure that 
in that day and age I didn’t know 
was a procedure to save my life. 
It wasn’t even acquainted with 
an abortion, it was an abortion. 
However today in some states it 
would be questionable whether I 
would be allowed to live.”

John Bartelt continued the 
presentation by explaining that a 
fetus is not fully formed until the 
third trimester, showing pictures 
of what an eight-week-old fetus 
looks like versus the picture that 
are shown today which are a of a 
fully formed fetus. 

He explained the reasons 
why women have abortions, 
the amount of states who have 
banned abortion pills, the bills 
that have been introduced that 
restrict abortion, about men in 
political positions who are mak-
ing decision regarding reproduc-
tive rights, the resources that are 
available and the importance of 
voting. 

“You need to take your 
country back, so get out there 
and be active, START voting, 
get involved in politics, get in-
volved in CAB or something,” 
John Bartelt said. “When you’re 
comfortable with how things 
work and what the rules are, 
and everything else, maybe just 
city council keep working your 
way up, get involved. Teenagers 
helped in segregation. You’re 
older than that.”

Vidnezca ended the panel 
discussion by thanking the pan-
elists, students, and the faculty 
and staff members that attended 
the event. 

Cherie Atalor, sophomore 
computer science major and in-
ternational student from Nigeria 
said she attended the event be-
cause she has been following re-
productive rights in the U.S. and 
she finds what is happening to 
women infuriating, so she was 
interested in learning and bask-
ing in the knowledge that the 
panelists could provide. 

“My personal vendetta is 
that you can entertain a thought 
without internalizing it, but l 
have a stance and I wanted to 
understand more on how I can 
support women in America from 
an international perspective,” 
Atalor said.

Samira Felix can be reached 
at samira.felix@laverne.edu.
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ON the COver
La Verne junior pitch-

er Ryan McLernon throws a 
fastball to an Endicott batter 
during the second game of 
Saturday’s doubleheader. The 
Leopards found victory in the 
first game, 10-5, but fell short 
against the Gulls in the sec-
ond game, 11-0. / photo by  
Sheridan Lambrook
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Professors discuss women’s rights 
Importance 
of voting 
emphasized

‘Today’s law would let me die. Back then Roe v. Wade was firmly in 
place and I had a procedure that in that day and age I didn’t know 
was a procedure to save my life. It wasn’t even acquainted with an 

abortion, it was an abortion. However today in some states it would 
be questionable whether I would be allowed to live.’

—Linda Bartelt, adjunct professor of educational studies
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Notable professor inspired others
Jasmine Soria
Staff Writer

Dr. Carol Sawyer, a profes-
sor, leader, and a friend to all, 
passed away on March 11 at the 
age of 78 in Portage, Michigan. 

Dr. Sawyer was born on May 
27, 1944, in Chicago, Illinois. 
She attended Buchanan High 
School and graduated in 1962. 
Dr. Sawyer was the salutatorian 
and voted “Most Likely to be 
Successful.”

She earned her bachelor’s 
degree in English with a mi-
nor in history from Michigan 
State University. She earned a 
master’s degree in librarianship 
from Western Michigan Univer-
sity and a doctorate in public ad-
ministration from the University 
of Southern California.

Dr. Sawyer was a professor at 
the University of La Verne. She 
served as the chair of the master 
of science in leadership man-
agement program from 1994 to 
2005.

“Carol was a friend, col-
league, and most of all, a men-
tor.    I  am  actually  filling  her 
shoes as the current program 
director of the MS in leadership 
and management,” Teresa Mar-
tinelli, Dr. Sawyer’s successor, 
said. “She was a PD while I was 
in the MSLM program many 
years ago.”

During her time as the chair, 

she expanded the program to 
over nine locations.

Dr. Sawyer established dis-
cussion series called Coffee, 
Cake, and Conversation, where 
she brought over 50 authors to 
speak at the University. One of 
these included Daniel Pink, New 
York Times bestselling author. 

Dr. Sawyer met Pink at a 
book signing event in 2005, 
where he promised her to one 
day speak with the students.

 “Carol Sawyer was a wise 
leader and an inspiring educator. 
In my experience, she always — 
always — put her students first,” 
Pink said. “She was devoted to 
helping them comprehend the 
practical implications of what 
they were learning.”

Pink was one of the many 
notable leadership and manage-
ment authors Dr. Sawyer invit-
ed.

Dr. Sawyer was a speaker at 
the International Art of Manage-
ment Conference.

She enjoyed art and  trav-
eled all over the world, includ-
ing Copenhagen, St. Petersburg, 
Prague, Poznan, England, Italy, 
Switzerland, Czechia, Den-
mark, and Sweden, attending 
cross-cultural conferences.

“In the conferences I attend-
ed, and where I introduced my-
self as coming from La Verne, 
they all quickly asked, ‘Do you 
know Carol Sawyer?’,” Jack 

Meek, professor of public ad-
ministration at the College of 
Business and Public Manage-
ment said. “Carol offered incred-
ible energy to the University of 
La Verne and was certainly one 
of our most respected colleagues 
at La Verne and throughout the 
world.” 

Dr. Sawyer was not only part 
of the chair, but she also was a 
professor teaching classes in 
leadership, management, and 
business. 

Michael Villaire, a former 
student of Dr. Sawyer, shared 
how much Sawyer loved her job 
and always inspired students to 
become leaders.

She challenged her students, 
but also believed in them. She 
would have students write a 
letter to their future selves re-
garding their professional and 
personal lives. 

“Dr. Sawyer was an amazing 
teacher who was loved by her 
students and highly respected 
by her colleagues,” Seta Whitby, 
professor of computer science, 
said. 

Dr. Sawyer was a recipient 
of the University’s Excellence 
in Teaching Award in 2012 and 
received the Distinguished Pro-
fessor Award from the Govern-
ing Board of the University’s 
Alumni Association in 2007.

Jasmine Soria can be reached 
at jasmine.soria@laverne.edu.

Trees fall due to climate change, SoCal storms
Sarah Van Buskirk
Editor-in-Chief

A recent downpour series of 
storms have been plummeting 
through the state and specifically 
the southern region which have 
caused environmental damage 
to the landscapes in many cities 
across California.

The University of La Verne 
was directly affected as three 
oak trees have toppled over on 
campus in the past few months.

In early January, the first oak 
to uproot was west of the Wilson 
Library entrance that provided a 
canopy of shade at Sneaky Park. 

This tree was planted by La 
Verne College and was believed 
to be more than 105 years old. 

Given a celebration of life, 
this was a monumental and icon-
ic tree on campus and was dev-
astating to see go.

The other two oaks that fell 
were city of La Verne trees that 
inhabited the campus grounds. 

Angela Moskow, California 
Wildlife Foundation and the 
California Oaks Coalition infor-
mation network manager, said 
native oak trees provide ecologi-
cal and cultural advantages. 

The California Oaks Coali-
tion is known for its preservation 
and ability to keep these mature 
trees standing upright as they are 
native to California and serve a 
vast purpose to our lands. 

“The oak trees support much 
of California’s biodiversity,” 
Moskow said. “Oaks are also 

important for our watersheds, 
restabilizing soil and recharging 
groundwater. They also seques-
ter carbon, so the more trees 
standing, the more we are help-
ing to deal with the climate cri-
sis we are in.”

Mosow said for millennia, 
California Oaks were very im-
portant to indigenous commu-
nities where they participated in 
cultural burning practices which 
helped sustain oak woodlands, 
as well as their nutrition and me-
dicinal properties that are mean-
ingful to the Native American 
population in California. 

Due to the exponential 
drought that puts lots of stress 
on Southern California, many 
species of plants have a hard 
time establishing deep root va-
cancy because of the dry and 
rock-solid soil the roots are try-
ing to penetrate.

Therefore, roots are forced 
to grow horizontally in a web 
shape, and their durability is 
weakened.

This climate change impact 
negatively affects the environ-
ment and nature in the com-
munity by not allowing a solid 
foundation of roots to be grown. 

Thus, when cyclones like of 
recent hit our communities, it 
makes it much easier for trees 
to fall down, losing the benefits 
that the trees produce.

However, there are other out-
side factors that have been caus-
ing damage to the native oak 
trees’ roots that can be prevented 

by students and faculty. 
Professor Emeritus of Biolo-

gy and Biochemistry Jay Jones 
said that in the 1980s, there was 
a big push to beautify the cam-
pus.

The University added large 
lawns of grass, which is a Eu-
ropean carryover concept that 
gives the appearance of a pres-
tige area because it costs money 
to maintain a green well-kept 
lawn.

With that comes irrigation, 
and the oak trees stood near the 
grass areas so the trees would 
receive water during the lawns’ 
scheduled watering times.

Nevertheless, when the wa-
tering needs of the grass are met, 
too much water is entering the 
oak tree soil. 

Jones said that the oaks do 
not need much water to survive. 
Only in times of severe drought 
would water help the trees out.

The oak trees cannot func-
tion properly when there is not 
enough oxygen within the soil. 
Overwatering is the number one 
factor in root rot and causes al-
most all plants to die. 

“The roots over time have 
been impacted by this, so the 
root development was out-
stripped by the canopy which 
makes them top heavy and the 
anchoring of the roots becomes 
less sturdy,” Jones said.

The trees on campus that 
were planted to provide beauti-
ful scenery were placed in areas 
near asphalt walkways.

Another mistake that was 
initially made by the city and 
University that has detrimental 
effects on the trees’ health.

Not only planting trees near 
concrete pathways but also the 
strain of being walked over can 
further damage the roots.

Two-thirds of the roots 
should be protected in order for 
the tree to live to its healthiest 
potential.

Jones said he was grateful 
years ago when the University 
implemented signs that prompt-
ed people not to step on the 
roots. Jones said people on cam-
pus were stricken by that and 
reacted against it though it was 
aiding the well-being of the tree.

“This phenomenon is very 
symbolic of what we are doing 
around the world,” Jones said. 
“People do not see the damage 
we are doing environmentally.” 

Fortunately, the fallen tree 
incidents that are resulting from 
the primary climate change issue 
have not caused too much other 
damage to the city and campus. 

Tim Hepburn, mayor of La 
Verne, said a way the city pro-
tects the oak trees is by section-
ing them off so no trespassing 
can enter.

“If you have noticed, in some 
of the parks, we have white fenc-
ing around the trees because we 
don’t want to damage the root 
base,” Hepburn said. “We want 
the roots to go as deep as possi-
ble, so we keep people off.”

Hepburn said the city has its 

own arborist and services that 
will respond immediately when 
a city tree has fallen, as well as 
carrying insurance when a tree 
hits a building, car, person, etc. 

Garth Jones, director of 
physical plant operations and 
systems at the University, who 
is in charge of the landscape on 
campus, said when a tree falls 
on campus, the first step of eval-
uation is human safety. Garth 
Jones said that the next precau-
tionary step would be to tape off 
the area to make sure damage 
will not continue to occur. As 
well as evacuate any building in 
a close radius.

“We have been very fortunate 
with all the trees that have fall-
en, even in the city, have missed 
everything basically,” Jones 
said. “Very little property dam-
age was caused, and no people 
were hurt.”

Jones also mentioned that the 
University is fully insured if a 
tree falls on property or people.

By reducing the water intake 
toward the trees and staying off 
the root base, there are ways to 
preserve the well-being of the 
oak trees and encourage healthy 
growth that those on campus 
can contribute to. As a Univer-
sity, there are ways to promote 
the robustness of these trees that 
will help counteract the underly-
ing climate change issue that is 
on a larger less tangible scale.

Sarah Van Buskirk can be 
reached at sarah.vanbuskirk@
laverne.edu.

Dr. Carol Sawyer, retired professor of organizational leadership, 
served as the program chair of the master of science in leadership 
management program from 1994 to 2005. She spoke at numerous 
leadership conferences around the world and started the Coffee, 
Cake and Conversation discussion series which brought many re-
nowed authors to the La Verne campus to speak. Dr. Sawyer died 
March 11.

 file photo by Meghan Attaway



Brandi Peters
Staff Writer

The University of La Verne’s 
Center for Multicultural Ser-
vices discussed ableism and 
classism on Friday in the Quay 
Davis Executive Board Room.

The discussion is a sev-
en-part Community Building 
for Belongingness series that 
strives to bring people together 
and help students learn how to 
address difficult topics within 
the community, such as justice, 
equity, diversity and inclusion. 

In an interesting take, the 
participating students listened 
to lectures and participated in 
activities hosted by the Office of 
Diversity, Equity and Inclusion 
faculty and staff.

The students were then asked 
a series of questions at which 
they responded to in an effort for 
self-discovery. 

In one of the sessions, stu-
dents were asked to close their 
eyes while a guided imagery 
was read aloud.

The students were then tasked 
with imagining a life without 
certain abilities.

Once the reading was com-
plete, participants were then 
asked to share the inner mind 
experience they had with the 
abilities they had chosen to live 
without and the revelations that 
they came to.

“I think this has impacted me, 
because I feel like a different 
person when I walk out of here 
every time, and I learn more 
every time through my observa-
tion,” Matilde Garcia, freshman 
criminology major, said.

The hope with these sessions 
is to help with dismantling the 
bias, prejudice and stereotypes 
that society has poured into the 
world.

The students really seemed 
to take on the task of trying to 
understand what it would be like 
for those that are not able, and 
gain an understanding of their 
own lack of awareness of those 
with disabilities that are around 
them.  

“This is a privilege in itself, 
being able to talk through some-
thing like this and have that 
component of imagining, when 
there are people living like this 
every day,” Alexandra Burrel, 
associate vice president and 
chief diversity equity and inclu-
sion officer, said. 

“This allows us to open our 
minds, thoughts and ideas and 
show grace to others as we learn 
to operate differently in love and 
patience,” she said.

Prior to having the conference 
offered as a seven-part series at 
the University of La Verne, it 
was given as a residential retreat 
in the mountains that was hosted 
Friday through Sunday.

But due to COVID-19 and 
budget issues, that series is now 
conducted at ULV on Fridays at 
the Howell Meeting Room in the 
Landis Academic Center. 

“This is creating a safe space 
for us to have an open and hon-
est conversation of what we tru-
ly believe, think and feel in an 

atmosphere of mutual trust and 
respect,” Daniel Loera, director 
of multicultural affairs, said.

The second part of the con-
ference was dedicated to clas-
sism and how the students saw 
themselves within society.

They were asked questions 
that had them sharing their be-
liefs and decisions based on 
their perception of themselves 
as it relates to the social class 
they are currently in, would like 
to be part of in the future, and 
other hypothetical situations that 
include their outlook on how so-
ciety and the social class con-
nect and relate. 

“I think this is the most en-
riching experience for anyone 
because it absolutely humanizes 
us to ourselves and with each 
other, because I am sharing with 
you what I think, feel and be-
lieve, I’m sharing with you what 
is most true and present for me, 
and you are doing the same with 
me,” Loera said. “And there is 
no better connection at the basic 
human level.”

The Office of Diversity, Eq-
uity and Inclusion believes that 
the efforts from these events will 
promote a better environment 
and give strength to our commu-
nity.

These events will also pre-
pare students for a more diverse 
life in society.   

“I really love this event be-
cause it is something that we 
needed,” Garcia said. “I feel like 
it brings us all closer together 
because we get a different un-
derstanding, and we open our 
minds to more stuff on the out-
side world.” 

The Community Building for 
Belongingness series has four 
topics remaining.

Gender identity and sexism 
will be discussed Friday; sexual 

identity, homophobia and het-
erosexism will be covered April 
7; and race identity and racism 
will be discussed April 14.

To complete the series, re-
ligion, spirituality, worldview, 

self-care and next steps will 
be discussed in the Hanawalt 
House on April 21. 

All are welcome to attend as 
a series or individual sessions. 
Refreshments are served prior to 

the events.
For more information and 

registration, contact Loera at 
dloera@laverne.edu.

Brandi Peters can be reached 
at brandi.peters@laverne.edu.
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HHOOUUSSIINNGG  AAPPPPLLIICCAATTIIOONN
IISS  NNOOWW  OOPPEENN!!

DON'T WAIT, APPLY TODAY!
The priority deadline for continuing 

students is April 1st It is first come, first 

serve so make sure you apply as soon 

as possible.

LOG ON TO MYLAVERNE TO APPLY

Brandi Peters

Alexandra Burrel, chief diversity, equity and inclusion officer, leads 
a discussion on ableism and classism in the Quay Davis Board 
Room on March 17. The discussion was part of a seven-part series 

on community building for belongingness. Daniel Loera, director 
of multicultural affairs, and Adam Wong, assistant dean for student 
engagement and belonging, also participated in the event.

Series sparks inclusivity dialogue
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Women make their mark at La Verne
Vincent Matthew Franco
Social Media Editor 

The month of March is de-
voted to celebrating women and 
their contributions throughout 
societies across the world. Here 
at the University of La Verne, 
from housing and residential 
life to the Center for Neurodi-
versity, Learning and Wellness, 
it is without question that the 
University is jam-packed with 
women hard at work adding to 
those contributions.

This large range is full of var-
ious women all doing their part 
to not only make La Verne an 
exceptional educational institu-
tion but also to help uplift other 
women around them. 

Women like Jocelyn Arceo, 
the operations and logistics co-
ordinator for the housing depart-
ment, who is the go-to person 
if a student’s lightbulb goes off 
in their dorm room. Arceo pulls 
the necessary strings to make 
sure every room is ready and 
livable for both new and settled 
students. 

“I don’t want them to hate 
where they live, especially if 
they already have to deal with 
classes and studying and tests 
and professors and all this stuff,” 
Arceo said. “You should at least 
have somewhere that you’re 
comfortable living, so I try my 
best to really help out in that 
way.”

A ULV alumna, Arceo also 
offers advice to students as they 
make that four-year journey 
through La Verne. As a 2020 
graduate, she is a valid resource 
to them as she was in the same 
position not too long ago. As a 
former editor for the Campus 
Times, she was able to provide 
that support through her writing 
and storytelling.

“I think I definitely wouldn’t 
still be here if I didn’t have 
that,” Arceo said. “Because I’ve 
worked plenty of other jobs 
between graduation and now 
where I wasn’t able to do that, 
and I couldn’t do it, that’s defi-
nitely a really big thing for me is 
being able to provide some kind 
of genuine support.”

When she is not in her office 
sitting on her yoga ball working 
on her posture as she helps man-
age housing, she can be found 
promoting small shows, running 
merch tables, or working the 
door in venues around Los An-
geles. She said it helps put her 
communications degree to work 
in the meantime. 

In the LaFetra College of Ed-
ucation is Director of the Center 
of Neurodiversity, Learning and 
Wellness Niki Elliott, who helps 
students with learning disabili-
ties be successful in school. 

Elliott first realized her love 
for this kind of work when she 
was teaching fourth and fifth 

grade. It was helping out stu-
dents with learning disabilities, 
those impacted by trauma, and 
with medical or mental health 
diagnoses where she felt she was 
making the most impact. This 
realization led to her full com-
mitment to special and inclusive 
education in the classroom. 

Her recent work with Sylvia 
Mac, associate professor of edu-
cation and director of the Center 
for Learning Innovation, titled 
“All are Welcome: A Window 
into the Experiences of Students 
with Disabilities at ULV,” pre-
sented to La Verne community 
gave attendees a fresh point of 
view into the subtle ableism that 
ULV still displays. Working to 
make sure that people’s voices 
are heard, like in her work with 
the center, is something that 
lines up perfectly with what she 
feels women’s history month is 
about. 

“Not a lot of voice has been 
given equally to the amazing 
contributions of people of color, 
and to the fact that women really 
are the foundation of a healthy 
society,” Elliott said. “Birthing 
children and community and 
creating the conditions in which 
a culture can thrive.”

A celebration she feels should 
be year-round, Elliott takes the 
month of March to look back 
at how women have woven the 
fabric of society. 

“Every day, we get a chance 
to see women speaking for 
themselves and representing 
their own work in social media 
and across YouTube and many 
of the different platforms that 
are making Women’s Entrepre-
neurship more visible and wom-
en’s leadership more visible,” 
Elliott said.

While Elliott makes strides in 
the classrooms, women’s soccer 
coach Lauryn Pehanich does her 
part by making advancements 
on the field. She first came to 
La Verne as coach in 2013 after 
playing professionally overseas 
in Germany, and coaching for 
her alma mater, Cal State Ful-
lerton. 

Her original goal was to coach 
a division III team and eventual-
ly make her way back up to di-
vision I. Her goals changed after 
falling in love with the family 
that she found while coaching at 
La Verne. 

“It’s the overall focus, at dif-
ferent divisions, there is money 
attached to playing sports, ev-
erything at the division III lev-
el, specifically the University of 
La Verne, is attached to the stu-
dent-athletes excelling in what 
it is they love to do,” Pehanich 
said. 

When it comes time to recruit 
new athletes, she highlights 
three points aimed to help them 
improve in. The first is soccer, 
the second is to help them aca-

demically, and lastly their over-
all well-being as a human.

She is not only helping them 
on the field but also in the real 
world. Like she does on the 
field, she also hopes to show her 
two daughters that it is possible 
to do what they love as a job and 
remember that it has not always 
been easy for women to do so. 

Pehanich still feels there is 
a long way to go for women in 
sports, especially when it comes 
to visibility. She makes it a point 
to take out the team for lunch 
after a game to help them feel 
seen.

When it comes to being seen, 
associate professor of theater 
Alma Martinez has made it her 
entire career. A decorated aca-
demic and actress with roles in 
over 40 films and a doctorate in 
directing and dramatic criticism 
from Stanford University out of 
many other degrees. Currently 
on sabbatical, Martinez is spend-
ing time in Boston, where she is 
playing “Tita’’ in a play titled 
“Mojada: A Medea in Los Ange-
les” that is being showcased at 
the Yale Repertory Theatre. 

She is not only there to act 
but also to give lectures at the 
Yale University School of Dra-
ma. 

As one of the first Latina 
women to be enrolled in the 
Ph.D. program at Stanford Uni-
versity, Martinez is another ex-
ample of someone who has set 
the pathway. She was the first 
of her family to attend college. 
Like many first-generation stu-
dents, Martinez had to figure 
things out on her own. Now as 
someone who has gone through 
multiple schools, as a student 
and professor, she tries her hard-

est to give her students the nec-
essary resources to make their 
college experience easier. 

“The more of us that there 
are, the more we really want to 
dig in and just help really diver-
sify, and there’s still a kickback, 
we still aren’t able to come to-
gether in a seamless way with 

regards to our goals,” Martinez 
said. 

Even with the progress made, 
she still believes equality for 
women still has a long way to 
go, notably in academia. 

Vincent Matthew Franco can 
be reached at vincent.franco@
laverne.edu.

Abelina J. Nuñez

Jocelyn Arceo, operations and logistics coordinator for the housing 
department, is the person for University of La Verne residents to go 
to when they are having issues with their dorm rooms.

Rebecca Keeler
Staff Writer 

More than 150 Los Ange-
les area students, exploring 
science, technology, engineer-
ing, the arts and math careers 
(STEAM) in a changing world, 
gathered Saturday at the Uni-
versity of La Verne Campus 
Center for the 13th Annual 
Youth Leadership Conference 
hosted by Omega Psi Phi. 

The six-hour event, which 
was focused on high school 
and college students, consisted 
of workshops covering college 
preparation, financial aware-
ness, STEAM careers and life 
skills for students and parents. 
A job fair, internship opportuni-
ties, summer job opportunities, 
door prizes and drone raffles 
highlighted the event. 

The annual conference was 

organized by Omega Psi Phi, 
a historic 111-year-old African 
American fraternity. OPP ded-
icates time to mentoring boys 
and young men of different rac-
es and ethnicities throughout 
the world. The attending youth 
all wore purple t-shirts given by 
Omega Psi Phi. 

“The purpose of this confer-
ence is to teach basic important 
concepts that these young men 
do not get in public schools,” 
Daryl Charles, representative 
and member of Omega Psi Phi, 
said.

“Some of the lessons taught 
throughout this conference are 
how to stay out of trouble, what 
to do when you get stopped by 
the police, how to shake some-
one’s hand, how to start life on 
the right path and important 
goals to have,” Charles said. 

The conference was support-

ed by the nonprofit organization 
Upward Bound L.A., whose 
purpose is to empower, uplift 
and champion students in the 
Los Angeles area. 

The organization seeks to 
fill an essential role as a valu-
able community partner to help 
make college a reality for as 
many youths as possible. The 
programs of Upward Bound 
L.A. are intentionally designed 
to prepare students for college, 
with a special focus on science, 
technology, engineering, the 
arts and math. The concept of 
STEAM is designed to inte-
grate STEM subjects with arts 
subjects into relevant education 
disciplines. 

Careers in STEAM include 
but are not limited to mechan-
ical and civil engineer, archi-
tecture, biomedical engineer, 

Leadership Conference is a 
pathway for job readiness 

Continued on page 7
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Faculty mingle at mentorship mixer

Matthew Sazma, assistant professor of psychology, and Jason Nei-
dleman, professor of political science, chat at the Faculty Mentor-
ship Launch Mixer hosted by the Office of Diversity and Inclusivity 

March 16 in the Ludwick Center courtyard. The goal of the mixer 
was to bring faculty members together to get to know one another 
and support their peers.

Abelina J. Nuñez

Abelina J. Nuñez
Arts Editor 

University of La Verne fac-
ulty and administrators attended 
the Faculty Mentorship Launch 
Mixer that was hosted by the 
Office of Diversity and Inclusiv-
ity on March 16 in the Ludwick 
Center courtyard. 

The purpose of the Faculty 
Mentorship Launch Mixer is to 
provide an opportunity for fac-
ulty to come together and be 
able to get to know one another.

Faculty were able to share 
what their needs are and how 
they would like to support one 
another.

“My office, along with the 
faculty diversity committee, 
initially came up with this con-
cept and started to have some 
conversations with the other fac-
ulty governing committees and 
found out that there were similar 
interests and similar workings 
happening,” Alexandra Burrel, 
Associate Vice President and 
Chief Diversity Equity and In-
clusion officer, said. 

Burrel said they are trying 
to gain momentum so faculty 
know there is an opportunity 
for junior faculty who are just 
starting out and trying to prepare 
for their scholarship along with 
their teaching.

“And then also faculty of 
color, who can sometimes come 
to a campus and not necessarily 
feel totally connected, so want-
ing to provide opportunities for 
them to grow, learn and devel-
op and find community within 
those spaces is what this is all 
about,” she said. 

At the faculty mixer, every-
one was in deep conversation 
with laughter getting to know 
the faculty a bit more with mu-
sic playing, including Latin pop, 

reggaeton, pop and banda. 
Bon Appétit catered for the 

event, where faculty ate crispy 
chickpea croquette with lemon 
tahini, jerk chicken skewer with 
grilled pineapple, mini avocado 
toast with tomato, pickled red 
onion and watermelon radish. 

Faculty had their choice of 
beverage, from water to iced tea 
to lemonade. Bon Appétit was 
serving drinks like San Sime-
on Monterey Chardonnay, San 
Simeon Paso Robles Cabernet 
Sauvignon, and San Simeon 
Paso Robles Syrah. 

“We’re trying to reestablish 
something with more intention-
ality on how to serve the demo-
graphic of people who are here 
right now,” Burrel said. “Faculty 
committees don’t have budgets 
to do this type of thing, so my 
office is sponsoring it. It’s great 
to be able to support them in this 
initiative.”

Faculty were enjoying them-
selves and having a great time 
before ending their Thursday 
evening. 

“I immediately messaged 
the organizer, and I asked if our 

administrators are welcome be-
cause this is the kind of thing 
that I love to go to,” Emmeline 
de Pillis, Dean of College of 
Business and Public Manage-
ment, said. “I always welcome 
the chance to meet new facul-
ty, and because I only got here 
in July 2021, I would like to be 
mentored on the history of La 
Verne because I’m still learning 
about La Verne’s very complex 
and interesting history.”

De Pillis said she got the 
chance to reconnect with some 
faculty leaders and find out their 

concerns while having some in-
teresting, productive discussions 
about what they are doing in a 
challenging time of low enroll-
ment.

She said it was a fantastic op-
portunity for faculty to connect 
and was really grateful for this 
opportunity. 

“I found out that there are 
really interesting initiatives go-
ing on around campus, and one 
of (the things) that I’m particu-
larly interested in is apparently 
there’s going to be a reading 

Social media app encourages users to BeReal
Taylor Moore
LV Life Editor

In the age of social media, 
Generation Z has dealt with the 
pressure of posting picture-per-
fect content and of receiving 
as many likes, comments and 
views as possible. 

It can be tiresome to maintain 
a flawless yet engaging persona 
online. One app has attempted 
to erase the stigmas surround-
ing social media apps by having 
their users post content in re-
al-time. 

BeReal is a French social me-
dia platform created in 2020, it 
gained popularity early to mid-
2022 and has since gained a 4.8 
out of five stars in the App Store.

The app dubs itself as “not 
another social network,” as it 
encourages its users to post “real 
content.” 

It does this by sending noti-
fications at random times each 
day to remind users to take their 
BeReal. 

A BeReal is taken with both 
the front and back sides of a 
phone camera, first with one 

side then the other, depending 
on the user’s preference. 

Once the BeReal is captured, 
the user can caption it or post it 
to go in their follower feed and 
discovery feed. 

The follower feed consists 
of people the user has added via 
friend requests, while the dis-
covery feed can allow the user 
to make online connections with 
people around the world. 

Users cannot see their feed 
until they post their BeReal. 
While users are encouraged to 
post when the notification ran-
domly goes off, they are still al-
lowed to post at whatever time 
they want to. 

Their BeReal receives a late 
notification whenever it is not 
on time. Once posted, the feed is 
now accessible. 

“I like BeReal because it al-
lows us to connect with people 
in a closer way,” Kiara Hulōn, 
BeReal user and junior kinesiol-
ogy major from University of La 
Verne, said. “It’s more engaging 
because it’s about being in the 
moment.”

Sebastian Ballester, junior 

kinesiology major, said BeReal 
demands a little more than other 
social media platforms since us-
ers are encouraged to post every 
day at whatever time the noti-
fication goes off. This concept 
sucks the users in since they are 
waiting for the notification to 
post and see what their friends 
are up to. 

“BeReal is different because 
of the lack of filters and the fact 
that you capture what you’re do-
ing at the moment you decide to 
take it,” Ballester said. “It’s sim-
ple, and it’s a great way to see 
how your friends live and learn 
more about people’s interests or 
lives. It’s always fun to see what 
other people do on their (own) 
time.”  

The app allows further en-
gagement than online comment-
ing on someone’s BeReal. Oth-
er users can react to a BeReal 
by using the Instant RealMoji, 
which is the follower taking a 
picture of themself in real-time 
reacting to the user’s BeReal. 

Another of the app’s features 
is doing a wrap-up of a user’s 
moments from BeReal. It takes 

all of the BeReals the user posts 
throughout the year and puts 
them together in a short video 
that can be posted on other so-
cial media platforms. 

Not everyone enjoys the 
premise of the app. Dakota 
Bechtel, sophomore psychology 
major, has a love/tolerate rela-
tionship with BeReal since it has 
the potential to be addicting. 

“I used to take it every day, 
but I’ve been working myself 
out of the habit of (taking) it dai-
ly. It’s really easy to get caught 
up in watching what other peo-
ple are doing and comparing 
your life to them in a negative 
way,” Bechtel said. “I think it’s 
something you have to (put up) 
personal boundaries (with), like 
all other social media.” 

Unlike Instagram, Twitter 
and TikTok, BeReal does not 
allow endless hours of scrolling 
through online feeds. The user’s 
feed consists of their followers 
and the discovery page, which is 
more limited compared to other 
platforms. 

BeReal’s feed is also tempo-
rary and not permanent, except 

in the archive that is used for 
the end-of-the-year wrap-up. 
BeReal follows a similar layout 
to Snapchat, where the BeReals 
captured disappear with each 
notification. 

“It’s (a) temporary engage-
ment,” Yahaira Pavon, senior 
criminology major, said. “There 
isn’t a big focus on how many 
people have seen your BeReal 
or how many likes you get on it. 
It’s easy and funny to see peo-
ple’s reactions to your BeReal.” 

Bianca Lagunas, sophomore 
psychology major, said she likes 
capturing memories every day 
and how BeReal does not have 
as much pressure as other social 
media platforms to appear a cer-
tain way. 

“It allows you to post every 
day without being considered 
as annoying, (unlike) Snapchat 
and Instagram,” Lagunas said. 
“I love it. You can react to other 
people’s BeReals, and people’s 
reactions can be funny depend-
ing on the picture. I feel like it’s 
more (for) close friends.” 

Taylor Moore can be reached 
at taylor.moore@laverne.edu.

Continued on page 7



group starting up, so I don’t 
know what the choice of book is 
yet, but I would be very interest-
ed in joining that,” she said. 

Yvette Latunde, a faculty 
in the doctor of organization-
al leadership and the LaFetra 
College of Education, said she 
thinks mentoring is important, 
especially to people that are new 
to the community, and with this 
event, it is a way for them to 
immediately feel a sense of be-
longing and connectedness with 
other people.

“It’s nice to know that you 
know what other people are do-
ing on campus, to know what 
kind of support they might need, 
and that they’re open to having a 

relationship or connection with 
you,” she said. “We meet after 
COVID, after being distant for 
so long. It’s great to connect, 
whether you do that with phone, 
call, text, or an event like this.”

Latunde said her takeaway 
from the event is that ULV is 
a community, and if someone 
needs help with something, there 
are other people around that are 
willing to help them with what-
ever their job is.

“I’m so glad that this event 
was held, I think it’s so needed 
for faculty to have that mentor-
ship,” Krystal Rodriguez-Cam-
pos, director of the Justice and 
Immigration Clinic, said.

“I’m a new professor, I’ve 
been at La Verne for less than 
three years, so I came during 
the pandemic, and for me, it’s 
so important to be able to con-
nect with other professors and 
be mentored by them and get 

guidance as to what it is to teach 
and to be able to be effective in 
the learning process for our stu-
dents,” she said.

Rodriguez-Campos said 
knowing different programs that 
we have on campus, along with 
knowing different professors, 
helps her connect with students 
more because she met with an-
other professor who is looking 
to have a private defense at-
torney come and speak to their 
class and intersects with the law 
school where she teaches and 
could tell her students about.

“I’m looking forward to hav-
ing more of these events and be-
ing able to talk further to profes-
sors about scholarship and about 
collaborating on student events 
that will benefit the student com-
munity,” she said. 

Abelina J. Nuñez can be 
reached at abelina.nunez@ 
laverne.edu.
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Leos fall back-to-back to Sagehens

Madison Hudson
Staff Writer

The Leopards faced the Po-
mona-Pitzer Sagehens for a Sat-
urday doubleheader at Campus 
West, but were unable to pull 
off a win for either game, los-
ing 14-3 in game one and 7-1 in 
game two. 

“Overall, as a team, we think 
the games could have gone bet-
ter. We know we are a better 
team than what we showed on 
Saturday and will bounce back 
next week,” sophomore infielder 
Erica Garcia said.

“Hitting a double off the 
fence during the second game 
was a highlight for me, and the 
team’s biggest accomplishment 
was staying united and keep-
ing positive attitudes during the 
game,” she said.

Junior outfielder Haylee 
Hseih said she felt confident 
about her defensive perfor-
mance and about making plays 
at critical moments. 

On offense, Hseih said she 
felt that she had a good approach 

at the plate, but the execution 
could have been better.

She said she wanted to steal 
more bases to help score. 

“Scoring during both games 
and making crucial catches and 
playing in the outfield was a 
huge emphasis for my perfor-
mance,” Hseih said. 

“In the outfield, we have 
been focusing on our lateral 
movements and tracking down 
balls in gaps have really helped 
me during this series as well as 
focusing on our mental game 
has helped grow our mindsets 
in practices and for games,” she 
said.

Senior pitcher Rachel Rubio 
took these games as something 
the team could learn from. 

Although Rubio said she 
thought they were moving as 
cohesively and smoothly as they 
typically do, it prepared her for 
what is to come.

“The highlight for me these 
games was experiencing my 
team mentally in it the whole 
time,” Rubio said.

“Although the result may not 
reflect that, my team was able to 
be completely mentally bought 
into the games and not lose sight 
of what we were attempting to 
accomplish. I’ve been practicing 
just flipping a switch and turn-
ing on my mindset, ‘OK, we are 
getting this one, let’s go and do 

whatever I can to get the next 
out’,” she said.

Junior pitcher Jocelyn Rob-
ertson said she noticed how 
much the team struggled to pull 
themselves out of their slump. 

Being able to lean on one 
another and continuing to cheer 
each other on throughout the 
series was an important key to 
keeping up their energy, she 
said.

“Our energy feeds off the 
dugout when we are on the field, 
so it’s important that we stay up 
and cheer on our teammates,” 
Robertson said.

“We started off really strong 
and loud, but once we make a 
mistake or the other team gets 
ahead, our energy tends to drop, 
or we get down on ourselves. I 
know we were facing a good hit-
ting team, and I really focused 
on my technique and mechanics. 
I think I did a good job of com-
ing back and striking out other 
players,” she said.

The Leopards are currently 
12-8 overall and 2-3 in Southern 
California Intercollegiate Con-
ference play.

Next up for the team is a 
doubleheader against Williams 
at 2 p.m. and 4 p.m. Saturday at 
Campus West. 

Madison Hudson can be 
reached at madison.hudson@
laverne.edu.

Sheridan Lambrook

Senior pitcher Rachel Rubio pitches for La Verne in the Leopards’ 
doubleheader against Pomona-Pitzer on Saturday at Campus West. 
The Leopards fell short in both games, 14-3 and 7-1

Softball 
struggles 
offensively 

Conference...
product designer, animator, fo-
rensic psychologist, sound en-
gineer, video game designer, 
astrophysicist, graphic designer, 
fashion designer, photographer, 
sports announcer, pilots, astro-
naut and archeologist.

Speakers from the U.S. Coast 
Guard and California Highway 
Patrol, among others, were in 
attendance at the job fair portion 
of the conference and provided 
insightful information on a num-
ber of job opportunities. 

“CHP is a great career with 
lots of opportunities for growth 
and personal development,” Au-
gust Elliott, California Highway 
Patrol officer, said.

The state-wide department 

has many job opportunities 
ranging from administrative 
roles to officers. 

“The minimum requirement 
for pursuing a career with CHP 
is that you have a high school 
diploma. You do not have to at-
tend college, but for those who 
do, you should pursue a major in 
criminal justice,” Elliott said. 

The conference sparked an 
interest for many in potential ca-
reers and areas of study, as they 
gained insightful tips on resume 
writing techniques and how to 
apply for a job.

“Today’s event taught me 
the distinctions between several 
different STEM careers and that 
getting a job is all about net-

working and communicating,” 
William Kuo, sophomore at Cre-
spi Carmelite High School, said. 

As the conference pro-
gressed, the look of enthusiasm 
and optimism on the faces of 
those in attendance could be 
seen all around the room.

“I have gained a greater 
wealth of knowledge about top-
ics such as time management, 
communicating out of my com-
fort zone, goal setting and ways 
to better myself for the future. I 
am happy I came to this event,” 
Ruben Avila, sophomore at the 
University of Redlands, said. 

Rebecca Keeler can be 
reached at rebecca.keeler@ 
laverne.edu.

Continued from page 5

The La Verne track and field 
teams competed in the Red-
lands Invitational on March 17 
at Ted Runner Stadium.

With a time of 21.89 in the 
200-meter, freshman sprinter 
Tyler Thomas finished fourth 
for the Leopards.

He also ran in the 100-me-
ter race, finishing in 11.03 sec-
onds, a collegiate personal best.

In a time of 55.52, sopho-
more hurdler Joshua Collier 
finished fourth in the 400-me-
ter hurdle.

Collier also competed in 
the 110-meter hurdles and the 
4x100-meter relay.

Ha’ani Untalan, sophomore 
jumper, achieved a personal 
record in the long jump with 
a distance of 4.99 meters, po-
sitioning her in ninth place. 
Untalan also took part in the 
4x100-meter relay competition.

Freshman distance runner 
Destiny Espinoza placed 29th 
in the women’s 1500-meter 
with a time of 5:47.30. This 
was Espinoza’s sixth race of 
this season. 

Track and field’s next meet 
is Friday at the Westmont Clas-
sic Combined Events in Santa 
Barbara. 

— Ashlyn Ledbetter

Track teams run to 
Redlands Invite

Mixer...
Continued from page 6
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Sarah Van Buskirk
Editor-in-Chief 

The La Verne women’s wa-
ter polo team showed their ea-
gerness to prove themselves as 
a competitive opponent in the 
Southern California Intercol-
legiate Athletic Conference as 
they took the 13-10 win against 
the Cal Lutheran Regals Satur-
day afternoon at the La Verne 
Aquatic Center in Las Flores 
Park.

Head coach Pat Beemer said 
that in his six years coaching for 
La Verne, the team has never 
beaten Cal Lutheran, so this is a 
big victory for the Leopards.

La Verne outscored Cal Lu-
theran for the first three quarters 
and only trailed by one in the 
fourth as they kept the intensi-
ty levels high and a leg up on 
the Regals. Notable efforts by 
senior goalkeeper Kate Carlyle 
maintained the Leopards’ lead 
as she produced six saves, with 
three being game-defying recov-
eries in the fourth quarter.  

“Our main focus leading up 
to this game was pressing and 
focusing on what we need to do 
rather than playing into anyone 
else’s game,” Carlyle said. “The 
past couple of games we played 
down or we played up, we were 
kind of on this rollercoaster, 
and today we finally played our 
game which was super bene-
ficial, and the results speak for 
themselves.”

The Leopards won the initial 
sprint as they have struggled re-
cently on their win ratio off the 
line. The Leopards have been 
finding their momentum too late 
in matches which does not give 
them enough time to make a 
comeback.

Nonetheless, La Verne gave 

100% energy each play against 
Cal Lutheran and played ag-
gressively from start to finish. 
Beemer said as the season goes 
on, the more ample the Leopards 
get in the water.

“We talked a lot about com-
posure and nerves,” Beemer 
said. “Last Wednesday, we had 
a lot of that so they really came 
out comfortable today, and I 
think that makes a big differ-
ence.”

Two minutes into the game, 
sophomore attacker Brianna 
Zapata made a turn around the 
defender and lobbed the ball 
into the cage for the first point of 
the game. The Leopards’ domi-
nating spirit caused many turn-
overs on the Regals’ end, and 
following up on a Cal Lutheran 
turnover, sophomore center Ol-
ivia Taylor received a long pass 
and swung her arm around the 
defender to gain the point, 2-0.

To continue the Leopards’ 
hot streak, a pass got away from 
the Regals, which initiated the 
counterattack for the opposition. 
Graduate student attacker Jass-
mine Kezman gained possession 
and passed the ball to senior 
center Nancy Trinh who added 
another point to the scoreboard, 
and the Leopards led 3-0 with 
five minutes still remaining in 
the first quarter. 

“We can say because we lost 
on Wednesday [to Redlands, 10-
9], it upped our mindset and we 
just had to come out stronger 
than before,” Taylor said.

Three minutes passed, and a 
Leopards’ exclusion was credit-
ed and a potential Cal Lutheran 
goal almost made its way into 
the net but hit to post to save La 
Verne’s defense on that play. 

Directly after, the whistle 
blew for an exclusion on the Re-

gals, and with a man up Trinh 
with the help of Zapata length-
ened the Leopards’ lead to 4-0.

La Verne went 5-for-7 on 
their power plays and killed six 
out of 11 of Cal Lutheran’s 6-on-
5 advantages.  With a little over 
a minute, the Regals gathered up 
some momentum and with an 
extra attacker, found themselves 
on the tally sheet for the first 
time in the game. On their next 
attacking drive, the Regals put 
another one in the cage to trim 
the deficit 4-2.

Kezman reciprocated the 
force and made a turn around 
the goalie for a lob shot in, 5-2. 
However, with the final sec-
onds ticking on the shot clock, a 
Leopard was sent out and a Re-
gal goal came in, sneaking one 
more point in for Cal Lutheran 

before starting a fresh quarter. 
La Verne outscored Cal Lu-

theran in the second quarter, 2-1, 
with efforts by Taylor and senior 
utility player Abby Nuñez. In the 
third quarter, the Leopards kept 
the pressure tight and took the 
quarter win, 3-2, with the help 
of Nuñez, Zapata and freshman 
utility player Maddie Grove.

“Our game mentality was re-
ally strong, and the energy we 
had was above and beyond,” 
Grove said. “We worked to-
gether and communicated real-
ly well. Our defense was really 
good by shutting them down and 
getting in the lanes.”

The fourth quarter was ac-
knowledged by the Regals, and 
they found some gusto to out-
score the Leopards, 4-3, but it 
was not enough to overthrow the 

lead the Leopards had cultivat-
ed in the previous quarters. The 
game ended 13-10 in the Leop-
ards’ favor.

La Verne traveled to Pomo-
na-Pitzer on Wednesday for an-
other SCIAC matchup against 
the Sagehens but could not keep 
their momentum rolling and fell 
15-8.

The women’s water polo 
team now has a record of 4-12 
overall and 1-3 in SCIAC 
play. They will take on Westcliff 
for a non-conference match-
up Friday at noon at Woollett 
Aquatics Center in Irvine. They 
return to SCIAC play when they 
travel to Chapman at 11 a.m. 
Saturday.

Sarah Van Buskirk can be 
reached at sarah.vanbuskirk@
laverne.edu.
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Leopards overthrow Regals’ crown

Sheridan Lambrook

La Verne sophomore attacker Brianna Zapata 
looks for the opening on goal Saturday at the La 

Verne Aquatic Center. The Leopards were victori-
ous against the Cal Lutheran Regals, 13-10.

Leopards slice doubleheader against Endicott
Sydney Ferris
Staff Writer

The La Verne baseball team 
faced the Endicott College Gulls 
in a doubleheader Saturday, 
winning the first game, 10-5, but 
dropping the ball in game two, 
losing 11-0 at Ben Hines Field. 

“Our goal in the next month 
is to mature more,” head coach 
Scott Winterburn said. “We can 
clean up some things, but we 
held on tight today.” 

The opener of the series was 
played on March 16, when the 
Gulls won, 5-3.Coming in with 
a 4-2 record, graduate student 
pitcher Gerald Terry took the 
mound in Saturday’s first game 
for the Leopards.

La Verne started the scoring 
in the bottom of the first inning 
when sophomore first baseman 
Noah Garcia hit an RBI single 
to left field, bringing in junior 
shortstop Anthony Salcedo, who 
had been hit by a pitch from 
Endicott senior pitcher Rian 

Schwede.
Sophomore right fielder Lo-

gan Reese hit an RBI triple to 
deep center field, bringing in 
Garcia and making the score 
2-0. 

Senior left fielder Cameron 
Slessor hit an RBI single to right 
field, scoring Reese and then 
freshman third baseman Aiden 
Salcedo stepped up and hit an-
other triple to left center, scoring 
Slessor and putting the Leop-
ards’ on top 4-0 at the end of the 
first inning. 

The Gulls cut the Leop-
ards’ lead in half in the top of 
the second inning, scoring two 
runs when junior third baseman 
Kyle Grabowski and sophomore 
second baseman Robbie Wlad-
kowksi hit back-to-back singles 
and crossed the plate via hits 
by freshman shortstop TJ Lipo-
nis and graduate student right 
fielder Joseph Millar. By the end 
of the fourth inning, Terry had 
struck out 11 batters.

Liponis led off the top of the 

fifth inning with a solo home 
run, bringing Endicott within 
one, 4-3. 

Reese answered back in the 
bottom of the inning, hitting 
a home run over the left field 
fence, making the score 5-3.

The score went back to a one-
run game in the top of the sixth 
when Wladkowski hit an RBI 
single up the middle, bringing in 
Grabowski. Terry struck out the 
last two batters he faced in the 
game, bringing his grand total 
to 15 strikeouts in six innings 
pitched. Sophomore pitcher 
Benny Vogel replaced him in the 
top of the seventh inning. 

“My fastball and slider were 
working well,” Terry said. “I 
just stuck with them.”

In the bottom of the seventh, 
senior second baseman Chase 
Siffert walked and advanced to 
second on a sacrifice bunt by 
Garcia. Reese singled to right 
field, scoring Siffert and increas-
ing the Leopards’ lead to 6-4. 

Endicott junior pitcher Nich-

olas Cannata hit freshman catch-
er Nathan Perry with a pitch and 
was then relieved by sophomore 
Foch Lovejoy on the mound. 

Lovejoy walked Slessor and 
Reese scored on a wild pitch. 
Salcedo walked, loading the 
bases for senior Miguel Espana, 
who pinch hit for sophomore 
designated hitter Malachi Fran-
cois. Espana hit an RBI double 
to center field, scoring freshman 
shortstop Ryan Vosika, who was 
running for Perry, and Slessor. 

“When you go into the game 
as a pinch hitter, you have to be 
ready to hit the fastball,” Espana 
said. “All I had in mind was to 
hit the fastball.” 

Endicott then brought in 
freshman pitcher Evan Scul-
ly. Salcedo, who had advanced 
to third on the previous play, 
scored when sophomore center 
fielder Matthew Diaz hit a sac-
rifice fly to left field, making the 
score 10-4.

Endicott scored one more 
run in the bottom of the eighth 

inning, but could not make a 
comeback against the Leopards. 
Vogel recorded the save and La 
Verne won, 10-5.

Reese ended the game going 
3-4, with three RBIs and three 
runs scored. He was a double 
away from hitting for the cycle. 

“I was thinking middle 
away,” Reese said. “I was just 
trying to get a good barrel on the 
ball.”

The Leopards followed the 
doubleheader with a 21-14 loss 
to Middlebury on Monday. The 
Leopards are now 11-10 overall 
and 5-1 in Southern California 
Intercollegiate Athletic Confer-
ence play. 

The team looks to get back 
in the win column with a three-
game series against Caltech this 
weekend. The Leopards travel to 
Pasadena to face the Beavers at 
3 p.m. today, followed by a dou-
bleheader at 11 a.m. and 2 p.m. 
tomorrow at Ben Hines Field.

Sydney Ferris can be reached 
at sydney.ferris@laverne.edu.
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